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TRADE  RELATIONS  IN  AMERICA. 

in  considering  the  trade  relations  ot  the  United  Statt^s  with  the 
Latin-American  countries  aiul  the  possibilities  ot  t'uture  develop- 
ment, a  tact  which  compels  imnuHÜate  attention  is  the  importance 
of  geographical  considerations.  These  countries  naturally  arrange 
themselves,  with  reterence  to  iiicilities  of  communication  with  the 
United  States,  in  the  following  order:  Fir^t,  Mexico;  second, 
che  West  Indies;  third,  Central  America;  fourth,  the  Atlantic 
Seaboard  ot  South  America;  and  htth,  the  Pacific  Coast. 

Mexico,  ot  course,  lyin¿j;  t  loses*  to  the  United  .States,  has  been 
placed  within  easier  reacli  ot  its  iniporiant  trade  centers  by  the 
recent  development  ot  railroad  lines,  us  well  as  by  the  extension  of 
St'  -hip  service.  The  West  Indies  are  intimately  connected 
with  this  country  by  regular  lines  of  vessels  and  are  in  relatively 
close  proximity  to  its  Southern  ports.  The  Atlantic  side  of  Cen- 
tral America  has  a  steadily  devt^loping  trade  with  New  Orleans 
and  other  cities  of  this  country.  This  important  strip  of  trade 
territory  tinds  its  natural  market  in  the  L  nited  States.  The  fore- 
ízoiníz  di\  i-'iniv^  rh.ir  is  to  sav,  Mexico,  the  \\  est  Indies,  and 
Central  America — will  naturally  «^'ravitate  more  and  mure  to  thcjr 
nearest  neighbor,  the  United  States,  in  the  purchase  of  manufac- 
tured goods  as  well  as  of  food  stufís,  as  intercourse  is  promoted 
and  their  custom  is  intelligently  and  industriously  sought.  This 
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portion  of  the  pri  /f  of  Latin- American  trade  can  scan  ely  escape 
this  country,  if  it  but  earnestly  strives  for  it.  It  is  in  South 
America,  proper,  that  Europe  is  really  entrenched.  It  is  there 
that  the  United  States  must  meet  the  serious  competition  of  its 
future  commercial  rivals  and  seek  to  cotnbat  tlisadvantage-s  that 
art:  rt:aiiih  a})[):ir(^nt  ri>  all  wlio  f^xaiiiiîK-  the  Mibject.  Let  nie  invite 
attention,  ver\  brieHy,  to  tiu  iiu>.ii  i<  i  rnt  figures  of  the  trutle  oí 
the  «^^'Oi^raphicai  divisions  mentioned. 

W  ith  Mrxieo,  according  to  the  latest  consular  reports,  the  trade 
of  the  L'nited  States  is  increasing  at  a  ratio  vhich  promises  ricli 
results  with  more  energetic  work.  In  the  calendar  year  1895  it 
exported  to  Mexico  about  $  1 7,000,000  W(»rth  of  merchandise,  or 
nearly  as  much  as  Mexico's  entire  imports  from  (»reat  Britain, 
France,  and  C»eriuan\  romhincci.  Tlie  i()ll()uin<x  Aear  (i<Stj6) 
Mexico's  purchases  from  the  United  Start  <  iiu  rt  a-( d  $4.000.000, 
while  on  tlie  other  hand  Mexico  had  no  reason  to  coin{)lain  oí  a 
lack  oí  liberality  in  its  purchases  from  her,  l-)uring  the  tiscal 
year  ending  June  ^o,  i(S9^,  it  purcliased  more  than  $15,000,000 
worth  of  goods  from  Mexico,  or  nearly  $4,000.000  more  of  its 
prtiducts  than  were  taken  by  Great  Britain,  France,  Germany, 
and  Spain  combined.  It  would  seem  that  if  the  United  States 
buys  so  nnich  more  from  Mexico  than  those  countries  do,  it 
ought  to  sell  to  her  in  rlic  same  proporrion.  I'hat  this  is  not  now 
the  case  is  due  in  great  part  to  the  hu  k  ui  the  necessar\  i  nt(  t  pnse, 
without  which  it  will  he  difficult  to  hasten  the  tlecline  oí  the 
already  waning  power  of  the  long  established  but  still  vigilant 
trade  interests  of  England,  Germany,  ami  France  in  its  sister 
Republic.  The  opportunity  is  there.  The  asperities  of  the  Mex- 
icans toward  the  United  States,  growing  (uit  of  the  w^ar  of  half  a 
century  ago,  have  almost  entirely  disap{)eared,  and,  \inder  the  wise 
and  energetic  administration  of  Presid«-nt  Diaz,  closer  n  l  irions 
with  this  couTitrv  an-  hf-ing  S(  tlulou->l\  cultivated.  Capital,  enter- 
prise, and  industry  ironi  the  Unit<'d  States  are  ctmstantly  ilowing 
into  Mexico,  and  the  commercial  relations  of  the  two  countries, 
if  no  untoward  accident  prevents,  will  develop  rapidly  within  the 
next  few  years. 

Trade  with  the  West  Indies  has,  of  course,  been  seriously 

aftected  during  the  past  two  years  by  tlie  insurrection  in  Cuba. 
Comparing  the  United  States  Treasury  rigures  lor  i^jj  and  1896, 
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we  had  that  there  was  a  tailing  oíF  in  one  ytar  of  considerably 
more  than  $12^000,000  in  imports  from  Cuba  and  of  over 
$5,000,000  in  exports  to  that  island.  Compared  with  1894, 
the  fi^ires  for  1896  show  a  reduction  of  over  $25,000,000  in 

im[X)rts  and  of  nearly  $13,000,000  in  exports.  Under  normal 
conditions,  Cuba  i>  almost  entirely  tlrpriulciit  upon  the  United 
Sr.it»  -  tor  a  market  tor  her  products,  and  with  a  proper  reciprocity 
arrangement  its  sales  of  manufactured  goods  there  trould  be  greatly 
increased.  American  ca[)ital  invested  in  Cuba  airead}^  aggregates 
a  vast  sum,  and  with  the  restoration  of  peace  and  order  to  the 
island  the  development  of  the  interests  of  the  United  States  there 
to  great  proportions  would  be  but  a  question  of  time. 

The  same  considerations  appl\',  more  or  lesss,  to  the  other 
\Ve>t  Iruiian  islands.  The  liritish  loloiiies,  for  example,  with 
the  ext  rption  of  jamaica,  are  much  larger  customers  ol  the 
L  niteci  .States  than  of  the  mother  country,  and  ftnd  their  chief 
markets  in  this  country.  In  Jamaica  the  conditions  are  rapidly 
changing  in  £ivor  of  the  United  States.  "  Up  to  within  a  iew 
years,"  says  the  United  States  Consul  at  Kingston,  under  date  of 
September  26,  1896,  "United  States  wxs  unable  to  compete  with 
England  in  manu^ctured  gcKids.  To-day  our  country  bids  fair 
to  ourri\  .ii  hi  r.** 

Oí  th(*  Central  American  countries,  British  Ht)iKÍura.-i  attords 
the  most  striking  evidence  ot  riie  gen<  ral  drift  ot  trade  toward  the 
United  States.  I>eing  a  British  colony,  its  preference  would 
naturally  be  tor  English  products.  According  to  a  recent  report 
irom  the  United  States  Consul  at  Belize,  however,  ^^ilmost  the 
entire  increase  in  imports  in  1895  over  the  previous  year,  omitting 
Mexico,  was  from  the  United  States."  The  American  Consul 
thinks  "the  increase  i>  likely  to  continue,  a>  tht  people  are 
lK\:t>ming  more  and  more  ace  u^toiued  to  the  use  ot  our  products. 
The  su|H  rior  (quality  ot  our  gtHuis,"  he  says,  "and  the  tpiick  iind 
ifequenc  means  of  communie  ation  between  tlie  two  countries  give 
us  a  great  ailvantage."  A  fiict  of  great  significance  as  to  the 
intimacy  of  the  trade  relations  which  already  exist  is  to  be  tbund 
in  the  adoption  by  British  Honduras  two  years  ago  of  the  United 
States  gold  dollar  as  its  monetary  unit. 

"In  Costa  Rica,"  a  British  Consul  tells  us.  "the  hgures  show 
that  the  United  States  and  Germany  have  gradually  gained  on 
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Great  Britain."  The  relative  gain  or  loss  is  not  stated,  but  the 
conclusion  is  gratifying. 

To  Guatemala  the  United  States  exported  in  1895  $400,000 
more  than  did  Germany,  and  half  a  million  more  than  did  Great 

Ikir.u]].  W  irh  proptr  effort  this  rountry  will  be  able  to  reduce 
the  share  ot  all  the  European  countries  combined  to  a  merely 
noiujnal  |>ercentage. 

The  United  States  consular  officers  in  Nicaragua  report  that 
while  the  imports  of  that  country  amount  to  only  about  $3,000,000 
per  annum,  the  sales  of  our  manufactured  goods  might  be  consid- 
erably increased.  At  present  the  exports  and  imports  balance, 
each  amounting  in  1896  to  about  a  million  and  a  quarter  of 
dollars. 

Enou^'h  has  h(  r,i  cited,  perhaps,  to  show  that  \he  countm  and 
islands  ot  the  Caribbean  Sea,  lying  at  the  very  dotirü  of  the  United 
States,  have  responded  hrst,  as  they  might  be  cxpect(  d  to  do,  to 
the  conditions  which  seem  to  be  making  ibr  full  commercial 
alliance  with  the  United  States.  In  my  judgment  the  task  of 
winning  them  to  this  country  completely  will  prove  an  easy  one, 
if  we  make  intelligent  use  of  the  opportunities  presented.  But  it 
can  not  be  cx[)ectecl  that  such  results  will  tollou  by  merely  sitting 
tlown  ani-l  waiting  tor  them  to  ( ome.  Kuropean  rivals  would 
not  tail  to  profit  by  such  neglect,  as  they  have  (k)ne  in  the  past. 
They  are  vigilant,  active,  experienced,  and  know  full  well  that 
the  odds  are  so  much  against  them  that  only  indifference,  or  sloth, 
will  enable  them  to  check  the  diversion  of  this  trade  from  artificial 
into  natural  channels.  Success  will  come  to  the  United  States  if 
it  but  seizes  it,  but  unless  it  exerts  itself  success  may  slip  from  its 
hands. 

When  we  l(K)k  îarther  añeUl  — that  is  to  sa  v.  to  the  South 
American  continent— the  prospect  is  also  briglitening.  Tiiere, 
too,  the  United  States  has  certain  advantages,  but  geographically 
they  arc  not  so  great.  A  glance  at  a  map  shows  that  the  east 
coast  of  South  America  is  nearer  to  the  Old  World  than  to 
that  portion  of  the  New  occupied  by  this  country,  A  line 
drawn  due  south  from  New  Ytjrk  would  strike  somewhere  on 
the  coast  of  Peru.  In  other  words,  the  gK  at  Ixuiv  of  the  St>uth 
.Americ  an  continent  lies  to  the  east  ot  ^ut  h  a  line,  .\ccord- 
ing  to  the  chart  of  the  United  States  Hydrographie  Otfice,, 
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showing  tracks  for  full-powered  steam  vessels,  Pernambuco,  Brazil, 
b  3,700  nautical  miles  from  New  York,  and  only  200  miles  ht- 
ther  from  Plymouth,  PLngland.     It  is  but  1,600  miles  from 

Sierra  Leone  and  a  litrh'  less  than  that  distance  troni  the  Cape 
VVrcie  Islands.  From  I'emanibiuo  ro  Lisbon  is  3,200  miles.  Rio 
dc  Janeiro  is 4,700  nautical  miles  irom  New  York.  Buenos  Ayres 
is  more  than  a  thousand  nautical  miles  farther.  Thus  we  find 
that  the  geographical  advantage  of  the  United  States  over  Europe 
is  very  slight  as  regards  the  east  coast  of  South  America.  With 
reference  to  the  north  coast,  including  Colombia,  Venezuela,  and 
the  Guianas,  it  is  much  more  marked,  and  the  conditions  described 
as  artec  ting  the  nearer  Caribbean  trade  applv  also,  more  ui  U  >s 
to  th'\>  portion  of  the  South  Anu  riran  coast.  l>ut  the  east  coast — 
comprising  Brazil,  tlie  Argentine  Republic,  and  Uruguay — is 
much  more  remote  from  the  United  States  and  much  nearer  to 
Europe  than  our  citizens  are  apt  to  think. 

The  geographical  conditions  being  thus  almost  equalized  for 
them,  it  is  not  surprising  to  find  that  European  competitors  have, 
thus  far,  retained  a  firm  grasp  upon  the  South  American  trade 
Roughly  speaking,  the  L^nited  States  buys  from  South  America 
from  $1  10.000.000  to  $1  90,000,000  worth  of  products  <  \  ery  year, 
and  sells  to  her  less  than  $40,000,000  worth  oí  products.  In 
ten  years  the  ;j:ain  in  exports  from  the  I'nited  Stat(  s  to  South 
America  has  been  but  $6,000,000,  while  the  increase  in  imports  has 
been  five  times  that  amount.  There  are  many  artificial  obstacles 
to  the  competition  of  the  United  States  in  South  American  trade, 
such  as  long  established  use  of  Euro{>ean  goods,  carefully  devel- 
oped facilities  of  banking  and  transportation,  and  large  invest- 
ments ot  I'-ur()p<  an  capital  there,  but  all  of  these  may  be  ov  ercome 
bv  concerted  and  industrious  effort.  Especial  attention  is  called 
to  the  geographical  feature  of  the  problem,  because  it  enforces 
the  important  lesson  that,  along  the  whole  east  coast,  the  United 
States  has  little  or  no  advantage  as  to  shortness  of  transportation 
and  must  be  prepared  to  meet  the  English,  the  Germans,  the 
French,  and  the  Italians  on  nearly  equal  terms. 

It  i>  diftrn  nt  with  the  west  coast.  A  glance  at  tlu  map  wall 
show  an  almo>t  straight  lin»-  irom  New  York  to  the  Isthmus  of 
Panama.  If  a  ship  c  anal  is  cut  through  the  Isthmus  by  either  of 
the  routes  proposed,  both  New  York  and  New  Orleans  will  be 
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brought  into  easy  and  intimate  communication  with  the  whole 
Pacific  coast  of  Mexico,  Central  America,  and  South  America. 
San  Fnmrisco,  of  course,  already  enjoys  such  ikcilities.  By 

nu'an>  ot  ;in  i.>rlimian  t  anal  she  wiil  also  be  provided  with  an 
invaluable  water  route  to  the  Caribbean  Sea. 

A  studv  of  the  map  sliows  with  {^reat  distinctness  that  every 
portion  of  the  United  States  is  more  or  less  interested  in  the 
development  of  Latin  American  trade.  San  Francisco  is  scarcely 
less  concerned  than  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Boston,  Baltimore, 
and  other  ports  along  the  Atlantic  Coast.  The  stake  of  New 
Orleans,  Galveston,  Mobile — the  whole  Gulf  coast — in  the  develop- 
ment of  this  trade  is  obvious  at  a  glance  while  the  interest  of 
Chatíanoo^ra,  Atlanta,  Nashville,  Memphis,  and  Savannah  is 
hardly  less  important.  Pittsburg,  Chicago,  St.  Louis,  Cincinnati, 
Cleveland.  Louisville,  Indianapolis,  Detroit,  Milwaukee,  Kansas 
City,  C)maha,  Denver,  Minneapolis  and  St.  Paul  look  hopefully, 
and  with  good  cause,  to  this  valuable  trade.  There  is  every 
natural  reason  to  anticipate  the  diversion  of  the  commerce  of  the 
greater  part  of  Latin  America  to  this  country,  and  we  find  in  the 
admitted  superiority  of  niany  lines  of  American  manufactures,  a 
stronii;  incentive  to  competition  with  even  the  most  advanced 
industrial  nations  of  Europe.  I  rom  evrry  part  of  the  globe 
comes  convincing  testimony  of  the  popularity  of  American  wares, 
especially  of  cotton  goods,  machinery,  agricultural  implements, 
hardware  and  mechanics'  tools,  furniture,  boots  and  shoes,  and 
leather  goods  of  all  kinds.  To  cite  a  significant  instance  applying 
to  Latin  American  trade,  the  May  number  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
Journal  of  London  contains  the  admission  fi-om  a  British  Consul 
that  I  niîcd  States  building  tools  arc  tlri\  injj:  the  I^nL'li-ii  arriele 
out  of  the  market  in  l\  ru,  because  ot  rlu  ir  nearn<  >s  ot  make, 
cheapness,  and  mode  of  packing.  '  Locks,  hand  plow  . %  and  sheet 
steel  are  also  being  imported  by  Peru  irom  the  United  States, 
to  the  exclusion  of  the  British  products. 

But  .systematic  effort  to  make  the  most  of  these  advantages  is 
indispensable.  The  United  States  can  not  hope  to  reap  a  full 
harvest  without  careful  rulttvation  of  the  soil.  The  details  of 
such  eliort  nuist  be  letr  to  die  enterprise  of  rijc  1 1 i.inul.u  rurers 
and  exporters,  and  tlu'  \  ariou>  or;_:ani/(  d  hodi(  -  whieh  re!"»rrsrnt 
tiicm.     i  lie  function  ot  the  Bureau  ot  American  Kepubiics  is  to 
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prepare  the  way  by  promoting  a  cU>ser  association  of  the  Latin 
American  countries  among  themselves  and  with  the  United  States, 
and  by  collecting  and  distributing  information  of  practical  value  to 
all  concerned.  It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  state  that  during  the 
past  few  weeks  it  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  receive  abundant 
evidence  of  the  interest  of  sister  republics  in  this  great  work,  and 
the  cordial  cooperation  and  aid  of  their  able  liipluinatic  represent- 
atives in  the  I'liited  State.-^  in  tornuilating  plan--  tor  ^Teatly  devel- 
(>})ing  its  usefulness  on  the  lines  laid  down  by  the  International 
American  Conference,  which,  under  the  masterly  genius  of  Jamls 
G.  Blaine,  met  at  Washington  from  October  2,  1889,  until  April 
19,  1890. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  he  said  on  the  occasion  of  the  opi  n- 

ing  of  thar  Conference:  "We  can  not  be  expected  to  forget  that 
one  coiunion  iate  has  made  inliabitants  of  the  two  continents 
which,  at  the  close  of  tour  centuries,  are  still  regardî-d  beyond  the 
Seas  as  the  New  World.  Like  situations  beget  like  sym{)athie3 
and  impose  like  duties.  We  meet  in  the  firm  Ixlief  that  the 
nations  of  America  ought  to  be  and  can  be  more  helpful,  each  to 
the  other,  than  they  now  are,  and  that  each  will  find  advantage 
and  profit  from  an  enlarged  intercourse  with  the  others.  We 
believe  that  we  shouUl  be  ilrawn  together  more  closely  by  the 
highways  of  the  sea,  and  that  at  no  ilistant  day  the  railway  svs- 
terns  of  the  north  and  south  will  meet  upon  thv  Isrhmns  and  con- 
nect by  land  routes  the  political  and  commercial  capitals  ot  all 
America.  *  *  *  It  will  be  a  great  gain  when  we  shall  acquire 
that  common  confidence  on  which  all  international  friendship 
must  rest.  It  will  be  a  greater  gain  when  we  shall  be  able  to 
draw  the  people  of  all  American  nations  into  close  acquaintance 
with  each  other,  an  end  to  be  facilitated  by  more  fre<pient  and 
more  rapiil  intercomniuiiication.  It  will  be  the  greatest  gain  when 
the  personal  uuii  coninicnMal  relations  ot  tlie  American  states^ 
^outh  and  north,  shall  be  ^o  developed  and  m>  retaliated  that  each 
shall  acquire  the  highest  possible  advantage  trom  the  enlightened 
intercourse  of  all.  ' 

True  to  this  lofty  spirit,  the  Bureau  of  American  Republics 
was  established  as  one  agency  in  the  great  work.    The  organic 
act  of  its  organization  was  adopted  by  the  Conference  April  14,  j 
1890,  upon  a  report  submitted  by  Messrs.  Jost  Alfonso,  of  Chili; 
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Matías  Romero,  of  Mexico;  Nicanor  Boi.et-Peraza,  of  Vene- 
zuela; Salvador  he  Menponva,  of  Brazil;  and  Henry  G.  Davis 
and  Charles  R.  Flint,  of  the  United  States.  Of  the  eighteen 
Governments  represented,  all  present — fourteen  in  number — 
voted  for  the  establishment  of  the  Bureau,  namely:  Argentina, 
Bolivia,  Brazil,  Chili,  Colombia,  Costa  Rica,  Guatemala,  Hon- 
(iuras,  Mexico,  Xicaragua,  l^ir.ij^^uav ,  Peru,  I'nitcil  Stat('s,  and 
Venezuela.  Ecuador,  Hayti,  Salvador,  and  Uruguay  were  not 
tor  the  moment  represented  in  the  Conference;  hut  all  these 
countries  at  that  time  gave,  and  have  since  given,  the  Bureau 
their  support  and  otiicial  recognition. 

With  fidelity  to  the  wise  purposes  of  its  creation;  with  industry 
in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  its  management  enjoins;  with  an 
eye  single  to  its  conduct  '*for  the  common  benefit  of  all;"  and 
with  such  actioîi  and  cooperation  on  the  part  of  tlie  Executive 
Committee  as  has  been  mentioned,  I  can  ni)r  doubt  but  that 
the  Bureau  will  soon  become  what  it  wa'í  inrt  iul(  cl  to  be.  a  ^r(  at 
agency  conducted  on  practical  lines  îor  pronu)ting  conmierce 
and  friendly  intercotirse  among  all  the  Republics  of  the  Western 
Hemisphere,  and  the  West  Indian  and  South  American  colonies 
of  European  ¡K>wers.  To  this  end  I  shall  give  nriy  best  efforts, 
and  in  so  beneficial  and  patriotic  a  work  I  think  I  may  properly 
ask  and  confidently  depentl  upon  the  hearty  cooperation  of  every 
Ani(  rican.  Let  us  all  be  actuated  and  inspired  by  "that  larger 
patriotism  which  constitutes  the  iratcrnity  oí  nations  '  until  it  has 
received  ''such  an  impulse  as  the  world  has  not  beíòre  hccn/' 
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INAUGURATION   OI    THE  PHILADELPHIA 

MUSEUMS. 

On  the  2d  of  June,  at  the  Academy  of  Music  of  Philadelphia, 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  attended  by  several  members 
of  the  Cabinet,  hv  the  ministers  of  Mexico,  Brazil,  Chile,  \'ene- 
zuelu,  Switzerland,  Costa  Rica,  Ecuador,  Argentine  Republic, 
Corea,  and  China,  and  by  representatives  of  the  Chambers  of 
Commerce  of  different  American  natit)ns,  inauguratttl  the 
Museums  of  Philadelphia  with  the  tbllowing  address: 

Lapiks  AM)  CïFntlemen:  To  have  ass<  iiilil(Hl  the  re])re>cnta- 
tives  t)f  great  commercial  and  industrial  interests  at  home  and 
abroad  in  such  large  numbers  is  so  unusual  as  to  make  this 
a  memorable  event.  Chambers  ot  ct)nunerce  and  boards  oí  trade, 
ma\  ()r>  of  cities  and  governors  of  States,  together  with  otKu  ial  vis- 
iror>  irom  htteen  other  nations,  unite  to  testit^'  to  the  im[)ortance 
attaclu  a  u>  ihis  undertaking. 

Kverj^onc  of  our  sister  Republics  of  this  continent  is  here 
represented  through  its  special  minister,  and  in  a  number  of 
instances  large  delegations  of  prominent  citizens  have  made  long 
journeys  at  great  sacrifice  to  participate  in  this  significant  occasion. 
To  all  wc  give  a  hearty  greeting  and  a  most  hospitable  welcome. 

No  ordinary  object  could  have  produced  such  an  industrial  con- 
vention. Interstate  and  international  interests  and  courtesy  have 
contributed  to  its  success,  but  nothing  less  than  a  deep  conviction 
in  the  minds  of  the  people  represented  that  the  movement  here 
begun  will  eventually  effect  permanent  gains  in  their  commercial 
relations  can  account  tor  its  wide  and  distinguished  character. 

The  avowed  aim  of  the  Philadelphia  Museums  is  to  aid  in  the 
development  of  commercial  and  industrial  prosperity.  No  worthier 
cause  can  engage  our  energies  at  this  hour.  It  is  a  mt)st  praise- 
worthy one — the  extension  of  trade,  to  be  followed  by  wider  mar- 
kets, better  fields  of  employment,  and  easier  conditions  tor  the 
masses.  Such  an  effort  commands  the  instant  a[)}iroval  ot  all 
lovers  of  mankind,  tor  with  it  is  linked  the  prospi  rity  ot  the 
humblest  toiler  and  the  weltare  of  every  home  and  tireside. 
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The  iiiovcnicnt  ¡s  inauguratftl  on  broad  and  progressive  lines. 
Its  authors  and  promoters  believe  that  the  conditions  of  inter- 
national commet  ce  can  be  directly  promoted  by  systematic  study 
and  demonstrated  by  scientific  methods. 

The  distinguished  body  of  gentlemen  who  have  planned  this 
organization  have  grasped  great  economic  truths  and  are  prepared 
to  pursue  them  to  their  successful  conclusion.  Its  generous  ^u[)- 
port  will  increase  its  usefulness. 

One  national  industrial  undertaking  prepares  the  way  for  another. 
A  great  exhibit  like  this  is  an  (ducation  and  an  inspiration.  It 
concentrates  the  attention  ot  the  citizens.  It  broadens  their 
ideas,  strengthens  their  confidence,  promotes  the  spirit  ot  friendly 
cooperation  and  rivalry,  awakens  a  conmiemlable  ambition,  and 
encourages  effort  in  the  utilization  of  all  the  forces  and  processes 
of  proiluction. 

'i  he  Columbian  World's  Exposition  at  Chicago  was  the  fore- 
runner ot  this  less  general  but  more  permanent  contribution  to  the 
world's  economic  advance.  Main  oí  the  Chicairo  exhibits  here 
remain  intact  and  have  hwn  intrl!i;_^(  iitly  supplemented  to  such 
an  <  \t(  nr  that  the  mana^^^t  iiicnt  ot  the  Philadelphia  Museums 
make  the  proud  claim  that  their  exhibition  is  the  most  complete 
antl  extensive  oí  its  class  now  in  existence. 

NOt  only  has  a  wonilerful  demonstration  been  mailt:  of  the 
piíHÍui  tí>  and  advani  ement  ot  our  countrv,  bur  those  ot  all  the 
American  Republics.  A  spirit  ot  iriendly  antl  mutually  advan- 
tageous interchange  antl  eoopenititin  has  been  exem[iliiu  li,  which 
is  in  itselt  an  inspiring  help,  nt)t  only  to  trade  and  commerce, 
but  to  international  comity  and  good  will.  Good  will  precedes 
gi^od  trade. 

The  producer  and  consumer  of  both  continents  are  here  brought 
together  in  close  touch  and  are  taught  to  work  together  for  the 
common  weal.  In  order  that  new  markets  may  be  opened  and  a 
larger  trade  profitably  conducted,  the  manufacturer  must  have  the 
opportunity  of  becoming  familiar  with  the  character  of  the  goods 
desired  by  the  consumer.  And  so,  too,  the  consumer  should  have 
the  opportunity  to  examine  the  goods  which  the  manufacturer  is 
anxious  to  dispose  of  to  him. 

It  it)llows,  then,  that  a  recognized  central  institution  such  as 
this  is  of  real  stability,  whose  integrity  of  management  can  not  be 
questioned,  with  ample  means  can  be  made  of  inestimable 
atlvantage  not  only  tt)  a  generatit)n  in  a  single  country,  but  to  a 
whole  ct)ntiîK  nt  antl  tor  the  vast  future.  Ability  as  well  as  capital 
are  essential  tt)  the  success  ot  tratle,  antl  tt)rrunatelv  with  i>(>th  ot 
these  the  Mu^rums  are  well  equipped.  It  is  saitl  that  the  data 
which  can  here  be  lound  ready  for  quick  anil  accurate  rclcrcnce 
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is  obtainable  to  a  degree  not  even  attemoted  anywhere  else  in  tlie 
workl. 

I'ndtT  the  circiim^ranres,  and  t*vfn  at  this  early  dare,  it  is  not 
roo  niiirh  to  say  that  a  movement  ot  this  kitnl  is  in  its  general 
H-ope  national — aye,  more  than  that,  international  in  eharacter — 
and  to  j)redict  that  it^  s\u  cess,  it  wisely  conducted,  will  surprise 
even  its  mo^t  <  nrhusia^ric  friends  and  founders.  Krsrin<:  upon 
business  principles,  loi)king  solely  to  tfu-  welfare  ot  tlu  country 
af  lar^e,  beneiitin<]^  other  nations  aswi  li  as  our  own,  lhe  intt  nt 
and  realization  ot  tiiis  world's  intlustrial  object  lesson  is  in  accord 
with  the  best  spirit  of  the  age  and  worthy  of  the  good  will  and 
helpfulness  of  every  patriotic  American. 

I  assure  the  promoters  of  this  enterprise  of  the  deep  interest  of 
our  Government  and  the  people  in  its  success.  1  ci)ngratulate 
the  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  justly  renowned  for  the  Centennial 
Exposition,  which  ñrst  demonstrated  to  the  world  the  marvelous 
development  of  our  resources,  that  to  them  have  been  intrusted 
the  care  and  completion  of  this  great  work. 

Well  and  far-sightedly  has  this  municipality  acted  in  creating 
the  new  institution  as  practically  a  s(  párate  department  of  its 
government.  With  liberal  appropriations  of  money  and  the  gift 
of  a  valuable  site,  the  people  of  this  city,  tlie  birthplace  of  Amer- 
ican liberty,  have  once  more  demonstrated  their  patriotic  spirit 
and  purpose,  calling  into  fellowship  and  counsel  representatives  of 
the  chiei  commercial  bodies  of  this  continent.  The  United  States 
is  a  grateful  debtor  to  l^hiladelphia,  she  contributed  immeasurably 
to  the  triumph  of  liberty  ;  she  would  now  aid  in  the  triumphs  of 
labor. 

W  ho  can  liouht  that  the  (h  hberations  ot  these  abh  and  public- 
spirifeil  men,  acting  together  treely  and  cordially,  animated  by  a 
conuiion  impulse  ami  a  connnt)n  interest,  will  result  in  still  t  loser 
relations  ot  international  comitv  and  a  higher  pro>peritv  tor  all. 

May  Goii's  bl(^>ing  rest  upon  tins  worthy  enterprise  and  upon 
llio>c  who  shall  labor  tor  its  W(  Itare. 

I  now  declare  the  Philadelpiiia  Mu.^euni.>  lormailv  ojH  ned. 

Besides  the  ofticers  of  the  Museum  the  Ministers  of  Mexico  and 
Costa  Rica  read  the  following  addresses: 

Mr.  Romero  said  : 

Mr.  pRFsnnNT,  Gentlk.mkn  of  thf  FHii.AOKia'ni.A  Commfr* 
ciAL  Museum*  The  diplomatic  re[)resentatives  of  the  Latin- 
American  Republics  in  Washington  feel  highly  complimented  at 
the  opportunity  afforded  them  to  witness  the  inauguration  of  the 
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Philadelphia  Commercial  Museum,  and  to  express  their  apprecia- 
tion ot  the  transcendent  importance  of  such  an  event. 

The  Philadelphia  Commercial  Museum  is  an  institution 
intended  to  develop  trade  among^  the  nations  of  this  continent, 
and  considering  the  short  time  it  has  been  in  existence  and  the 
large  proportions  that  it  has  already  attained  and  those  that  it 
will  attain  when  its  ma^iñcent  new  building  is  erected  and  its 
work  fully  developed,  it  can  safely  be  predicted  that  the  Com- 
mercial Museum  will  become  before  long  a  very  important  insti- 
tution, second  only  as  a  promoter  of  intt  rnational  trade,  m  (îov- 
ernmenr  legislation  and  to  transportation  íãcilities,  and  such  than 
which  tor  the  furthering  of  the  important  object  of  the  develop- 
ment of  trade  between  the  American  countries  no  better  means 
could  be  devised. 

Legislation  is,  of  course,  the  most  important  tactor  in  promoting 
trade,  because  legislation  can  create,  develop,  and  suppress  it 
through  the  instrumentality  of  import  duties.  Transportation 
facilitifs  are  second  only  to  legislation  in  their  bearing  on  com- 
merce, as  hi^h  rates  of  transportation  make  trade  impossible;  but 
when  these  two  factors  combine  to  encourage  trade  there  still 
remains  the  task  of  giving  intorniation  to  the  manufacturers  as  to 
where  they  can  t)brain  tlu  raw  materials  tliat  they  require  tor  their 
iactori(  >  and  as  to  tin  ir  ({uality.  cost,  etc.,  and  of  giving  similar 
information  to  the  prodiu  <  rs  oí  the  raw  material  about  the  manu- 
factured articles  that  they  need,  establishing  tliuri  the  exchange  of 
merc  handise  to  the  equal  acl\  antage  of  lx)th,  because  foreign  trade 
is  nothing  but  barter,  and  a  nation  can  not  consume  foreign  goods 
unless  it  produces  and  sells  their  equivalent  in  value. 

The  only  effective  way  to  increase  trade  is  of  course  to  pro- 
duce cheap  I  }\  as  commerce  is  a  matter  of  convenience  and  not 
of  sentiment,  and  no  one  will  pay  high  prices  for  commodities 
produced  in  one  country  when  he  can  obtain  the  same  quality  of 
goods  at  lower  prices  from  another  country.  The  United  States 
constitutes  in  itself  so  large  a  market,  that  thus  fax  all  the  energies 
of  the  country  have  been  required  to  produce  sufficient  for  home 
consumption,  while  but  little  attention  has  been  paid  to  the 
opening  up  in  foreign  countries  of  a  market  for  United  States 
manu&ctures.  But  as  this  country  is  becoming  a  manufacturing 
nation  and  its  production  now  fer  exceeds  its  consumption,  the 
time  is  fast  approaching  when  efibrts  will  be  made  to  open  up 
new  markets  and  when  this  country  \vi\\  come  in  competition 
with  the  principal  manufacturing  nations  of  the  Old  World  tor 
the  sale  of  its  manufactured  products. 

The  high  wages  paid  in  the  United  States  have  so  iar  hcvn  an 
obstacle  to  cheap  productions  and  consequently  to  the  acquisition 
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of  foreijzn  markets,  but  the  ingenuity  of  American  inventors 
and  mechanics  has  solved  the  problem  by  inventing  ami  using 
machinery,  which,  kee{>ing  the  high  wages  for  the  benefit  and 
elevation  ot  the  American  wage  earner,  cheapens  considerably  the 
cost  í>í  labor,  allowing  this  country  to  compete  in  some  wares  in 
Europe,  and  even  in  the  East,  with  naiiuns  which  have  iar  cheaper 
labor. 

The  name  "  Philadelphia  Commercial  Museum"  is  really  a  very 
modest  one,  considering  the  im[)ortant  objects  that  this  institution 
has  in  view  and  the  large  proportions  that  it  has  already  attained. 
I  am  not  aware  that  any  similar  institution  on  such  a  large  scale 
as  this  is  in  existence  in  any  other  country,  not  even  in  those  of 
die  Old  World,  where  the  expansion  of  commerce  and  a  keen 
competition  has  made  them  use  every  device  for  the  promotion  of 
international  trade.  It  will  always  be  to  the  credit  of  the  enlight- 
ened and  patriotic  men  who  cont  rived  the  idea  of  founding  the 
Musemn,  and  who  have  worked  tor  its  establishment,  and  also  to 
that  ot  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  which  has  encouraged  and  so 
liberally  supported  it,  to  have  inaugurated  so  important  an  institu* 
tion,  and  one  which  must  acquire,  and  which  is  already  acquiring, 
a  national,  nay,  even  an  international  character. 

1  beg  to  be  allowetl  to  make  a  personal  alhi^^ion  referring  to  one 
of  Philadelphia's  foremost  citizens.  Dr.  William  Pfppkr.  through 
H  hose  instrumcntaliry  the  Philadelphia  Commercial  Museum  has 
i)een  so  successiully  e^tablibht  li.  I  do  nor  need  to  praise  Dr. 
Pej^per  before  a  Philadelphia  audience,  win  r<  he  is  so  well  known, 
anil  1  will  only  say,  what  everybody  know.^  here,  that  he  is  always 
ready  to  promote  anything  which  is  tor  tlie  welfare  of  his  city,  his 
country,  and  humanity,  as  when  he,  at  his  own  and  his  friends' 
expense,  among  whom  are  <evt  ral  [)ublic-spirited  ladies,  under- 
takes anrhro[)ological  and  arciueological  researches  thri)ughout  the 
world  fur  the  advancement  of  science,  which  must  necessarily 
redound  to  the  benefit  of  all  nationalities.  The  high  (qualities  of 
Dr.  Pepper  are  a[^preciated  not  only  in  his  own  country,  but  also 
in  tbreign  lands. 

The  diplomatic  representatives  in  Washington  of  the  sister  Re- 
publics ot  the  American  continent,  who  are  earnestly  anxious  tor 
the  increase  of  the  trade  with  the  United  States,  believing  that  in 
working  to  that  end  they  serve  the  best  interests  of  their  respective 
countries,  because  the  proximity  of  their  respective  markets  and 
other  obvious  considerations  make  very  desirable  the  increase  of 
trade  among  them,  can  not  fail  to  greet  with  keen  satisfaction  the 
inauguration  of  the  Philadel|>hia  Commercial  Museum,  which  is 
quietly  but  practically  and  efficiently  trying  to  attain  that  desira- 
ble end.    We  6nd  no  tãult  with  our  trade  with  European  nations. 
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but  we  earnestly  ilesirc  to  iiicrrase  our  coiiniu  rce  uinong  ourselves, 
opening  up  new  markets  in  the  continent  oí  the  tuture. 

The  Pan-American  Conference,  which  met  at  Washington  in 
the  autumn  of  1889,  established  a  Commercial  Bureau  of  the 
American  Republics  with  very  much  the  same  object  as  that  which 
the  Philadelphia  Museum  has  in  view.  But  the  disproportion 
of  the  means  at  the  disposal  of  the  two  institutions  and  the  tact 
that  the  Philadelphia  Commercial  Museum  has  in  view  commer- 
cial objects  only,  uninfluenced  by  any  political  bias,  accounts  for 
the  different  results  attained  by  each  of  them.  Instead  of  their 
being  antagonistic  to  each  other,  they  pursue  the  same  end,  and 
they  should  be  adjusted  in  such  a  way  that  the  one  will  be  the 
complement  of  the  other. 

For  those  who  have  ùàth  in  tlie  increase  of  the  commercial  rela- 
tions between  the  nations  of  this  hemisphere,  the  formal  inaugu- 
ration of  the  Commercial  Museum  in  the  presence  and  with  the 
encouragement  of  the  enlightened  and  eminent  sr;ir(  >man  who 
now  fills  the  high  oitice  of  T^rrsidc  nr  of  the  L'nirt  li  States,  the 
highest  in  the  land,  anxious  tor  the  pros[)erity  ot  tliis  great  coun- 
try, whose  wi'^e  and  piirriofic  words  of  encouragement  and  good 
will  toward  his  neighbors  w  r  h;ive  been  glad  to  hear,  is  an  event 
which  we  will  never  forger  and  which  more  tlian  compensates  n> 
for  any  anil  all  the  disappointments  we  may  have  expericnc  t  il  in 
(onst  i^uence  of  the  artihcial  barriers  and  obstacles  that  have  irt)m 
time  to  time  been  put  in  the  way  oí  trade.  The  event  we  have 
assembletl  together  to  celebrate  to-ila)  shows  very  clearly  that  the 
certainty  of  such  increase  may  be  regardeil  as  a  h)r(gone  conclu- 
sion, and  that  though  this  increase  nuy  be  retarded  by  obstacles 
or  hindrances  placed  in  its  way,  these  obstacles,  being  of  a  transi- 
tory nature,  can  only  retard,  but  can  not  prevent  it. 

We  earnestly  desire  that  the  Philadelphia  Museum,  which  has 
been  inaugurated  in  so  promising  a  manner,  will  accomplish  before 
long  all  the  results  that  it  is  aiming  to  attain  to  the  credit  of  its 
promoters  and  its  supporters  and  to  the  welfare  of  all  the  nations 
of  the  Western  Hemisphere,  and  the  attainment  of  that  end  we 
will  do  all  in  our  power  to  further. 

Mr.  Calvo  said: 

Having  been  on  thi*^  all-important  occasion  called  upon  to 
voice  the  senti nicnts  ot  the  peoph*  ot  Central  America,  nothing 
can  he  more  ;jrarii\  in;/  to  me  tfinn  to  tince  airain  bear  tesrimonv 
to  the  very  lively  intcK  >t  with  wliich  every  idea.  e\  (  r\  m<)\  (  inent 
calculated  to  strengthen  the  cordial  relations  maintain<-d  at  all 
times  with  this  privileged  nation,  is  welcomed  in  that  most  beau- 
tilul  region  of  the  continent. 
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And  yvt,  gentlemen.  I  tk  t  il>  m\\<t  spvuk  ot  Cenrnil  Anierieii  as 
thoiij^'h  ir  were  a  iar-.iw.iy  hmd,  although  nu country,  the  pcarf  tul 
and  prc);^reNsive  Rcpubhf  oí  Co'^fii  Rira  -\\  hi(^h  is  the  souriu  rn- 
mo'^i  Central  Ani»  rit  an  State — is  nearer  to  the  city  ot  Thila- 
(i<  lphia  than  Caliiornia  anti  other  {H)rtion'<  ot'  th<-  territory  oí  the 
L  nited  States  ot  America;  and  this  l)eiaii»e  we  an*  not  know  ti. 
and.  immediate  neighbors  though  we  are.  we  wrW  can\[)V('\ii  i\d 
that  in  this  cou:nr\'  we  appear  to  the  majority  as  it  wc  were 
inhahiranis  of  ttit^  urrt  rmost  ends  ot  the  earth. 

JMit(  rtaining  this  con\  it  tion.  our  countries,  anxious  tor  advance- 
ment and  well  being,  and  thoughttully  contemplating  the  grandeur 
ot  the  political  institutions  and  the  marvelous  development  ot  this 
great  nation,  give  their  earliest  attention  to  ever)'  effort  tending  to 
racilitate  means  of  communication,  to  encourage  a  knowledge  of 
each  other,  and,  in  short,  to  closer  bind  commercial  relations, 
since  nature  offers  us  (^pportunit)-  so  to  do  to  our  common  advan* 
tage  through  the  diversity  of  the  gifts  with  which  she  h;is  íàvored 
our  soil. 

To  the  city  of  Philadelphia  belongs  the  honor  of  having  con- 
ceived the  idea  and  of  having  realized  the  thought,  as  grand  as  it 
is  practicable,  to  which  it  to-da\'  liopet'ulh  lie votes  a  great  part  of 
its  energies;  and  it  can  not  be  doubted,  in  the  presence  of  the  suc- 
cess we  are  witnessing,  that  the  Museums  inaugurated  to-da\  will 
contribute  powerfully  toward  strengtliening  the  sentiments  which 
look,  to  the  realization  of  the  admirable  ideal  of  iratemity  among 
the  nations  of  the  continent. 

As  an  offspring  ot  C'(  titrai  America,  the  future  enipt)rivim  of 
the  toninierce  anti  civilization  ot  rfiis  Hemisphere,  1  greet  the 
enterprising  Ann  rit  ans  of  the  north,  and,  especially  as  a  ssm  of 
Costa  Rica,  inibued  with  the  aspiration  to  secure  tii<  hap})ines^  ot 
the  people  through  education,  peact-.  and  labor,  I  ixjrtlially  con- 
gratular»- the  \  (  r\  t  ultured  city  or  i^liiladelphia  on  this  ste[), 
undoubrc  tlly  th<  one  best  calculated  to  secure  the  realization  of  a 
fruitful  combination  of  mutual  interests  and  reciprocal  advantages. 


At  the  bancpiet  given  by  the  I'inl  uielphia  Museums  antl  the 
Manulacturers'  Club  at  the  ÍMiurse,  the  President  of  the  Lnited 
States  delivered  the  following  address  : 

Dr.  Rf  ppf  R,  Gentl( men  ot  tlie  Manutacturers'  Club.  Delegates  to 
the  International  Convention,  Ladies  and  Cientlenien: 

VoT  the  cordiality  of  your  reception  I  am  indeed  gratet'uî, 
although  irom  my  experiences  in  this  great  city  I  do  not  consider 
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it  wholly  and  altogether  surprising  and  unexpected.  Indeed,  a 
very  recent  visit  to  your  city  gave  me  an  opportunity  to  feel  the 
wdcomc  heart-touch  of  the  people  of  Philadelphia  and  enjoy 
their  splendid  and  boundless  hospitality,  which  1  can  not  soon 
ibrget. 

And  I  must  tell  you  that  from  first  to  last  I  have  been  dee])  I  y 
impressed  with  the  scenes  witnessed  in  Philadelphia  to-day,  where 
we  have  all  observed  the  remarkable  spectacle  of  the  representar 
tivcs  of  all  the  American  Republics,  with  the  products  of  their 
skill  and  their  soil,  in  one  common  warehouse  tor  comparison  and 
observation,  thanks  to  Dr.  Pepper  and  the  Philadelphia  Museums; 
and  among  an  audience  compox d  so  largely  of  manufacturers  as 
this  magnificent  gathering  is,  I  always  have  been  and  trust  ever  to 
be  in  the  truest  sense  at  home.  I  lie  first  great  convention  of 
these  Republic-  ^^  is  that  useful  and  ably  organized  in  1890  by 
the  matchless  diplomacy  ot  that  splendid  American,  James  G. 
Ri.AiNE.  The  proceedings  of  that  International  Auk  ricLin  Confer- 
ence gave  thv  first  great  impulse  to  international  arbitration  and 
stimulateci  ])u-^íti(  ss  ctmfidence  and  activity.  Seven  years  ago  he 
brought  the  governments  ot  this  continent  together  and  tauglit 
the  il(H  trine  that  genuine  reciprocity  in  trade  required  reciprocitv 
ot  inîornuirion.  And  it  was  his  genius,  and  that  ot  gentU men  I 
see  here  arourui  this  boarii  to-niglit,  that  originated  the  i>ureau  of 
American  Repuhli(  s,  loeat<-d  at  Washington,  which  has  already 
done  much  good,  aiul  wliit  h,  I  believe,  will  yet  play  an  increas- 
ingly important  part  in  our  trade  reiarions  with  the  governments 
supporting  it.  l  he  more  iniormation  we  have  about  each  other 
and  the  j)rotlucts  of  the  countries  we  represent,  the  better  pur- 
chasers and  consumers  we  are  sure  to  become. 

My  fellow-citizens,  there  is  no  use  in  making  a  product  if  you 
can  not  find  somebody  to  take  it.  The  maker  must  find  a  taker. 
You  will  not  em[)loy  labor  to  make  a  product  unless  you  can  find 
a  buyer  for  that  product  after  you  haVe  made  it. 

Gentlemen,  I  am  glad  to  meet  the  representatives  of  the  Amer- 
ican Republics  here  to-night.  1  am  glad  to  meet  the  representa- 
tives of  all  the  governments  of  the  world  here  to-night.  I  have 
met  the  inanu^cturers  of  Philadelphia  and  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania before.  I  met  you  in  the  days  of  your  !iighest  prosperity; 
I  can  not  avoid  meeting  you  if  1  would,  ami  1  would  not  if  I 
could,  in  this,  your  hour  ot  somewhat  prolongeil  adversity. 

But  let  me  tell  you,  my  countr\  men,  that  rt>uscitationwill  not 
be  promoted  by  recrimination.  '!  he  distress  oí  the  present  will 
not  be  relievetl  by  a  distrust  oí  iht  future.  A  j>atriot  makes  a 
better  citi/en  than  a  pessimi-t.     And  we  have  to  be  patietu. 

Much  as  we  want  to  move  out  ot  the  old  houi<e,  we  can  not  do 
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it  until  thr  iif  \v  one  is  finished.  A  tariff  law  halt  made  is  of  no 
practical  u>t'  (  xixpt  to  indicate  that  in  a  little  while  a  whoh  tariff 
law  will  he  dv)nr.  And  it  is  makinti  progress:  it  is  reaching  the 
end,  and  when  the  end  comes  we  will  have  business  conhdence 
and  industrial  activity. 

Let  us  keep  steady  heads  and  sturdy  hearts.  The  country  is 
not  going  backward,  but  forward.  American  energy  has  not 
been  destroyed  by  the  storms  of  the  past.  It  will  yet  triumph 
through  wise  and  beneficent  legislation. 

Philadelphians  have  in  the  past  shown  what  busy  industries 
and  well-employed  labor  can  do  to  make  a  great  city  and  a  con- 
tented population.  They  do  not  mean  to  accept  present  condi* 
tions  as  permanent  and  final.  They  will  meet  embarrassments  as 
they  have  bravely  met  them  in  the  past,  and  in  the  end  will  restore 
the  splendid  industries  and  the  magnificent  labor  to  their  former 
conaition  and  prosperity.  And,  gentlemen,  Philadelphia  is  but  a 
type  of  American  pluck  and  purpose  everywhere. 

Besides  the  President,  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  and  otAer 
oHiicers,  the  Minister  of  Brazil  pronounced  the  following  address: 

Gentlemen:  The  members  of  the  Diplomatic  Corps,  who 
represent  the  nations  of  America  in  Washington,  have  honored  me 
with  the  task  of  speaking  tor  them  on  this  important  occasion. 

An  authority  in  diplomacy  said  last  year  that  the  most  successful 
diplomat  is  the  one  who  is  never  spoken  ot — and  I  could  add,  the 
one  who  never  s{)(  :iks  in  public.  So  you  all  know  that  I  am 
aware  ot  the  difficult  rôle  assi^rnt  d  to  nie  hv  mv  kind  friend*^. 

This  is  a  solemn  ornision.  W  e  have  to-day  on  this  historic 
ground,  in  the  very  city  oi  the  Independí  ikc  Hall  and  in  the 
Keystone  .State  ot  the  American  Coiniiionweuirh,  laiii  rh«-  cornt  r 
stone,  so  to  speak,  of  a  monunit  nt  destined  to  c()n;4regate  the  prod- 
ucts ot  this  continent  witinn  its  walls — a  inotiument  to  Imiustry. 
whii  li  \\  \\\  spring  from  this  soil  as  rapid  and  majestic  as  the  giants 
ot  tlu  loicrtt  in  the  tropical  regions.  All  our  nations  are  invited 
to  contribute  their  share  in  a  [)crmanent  and  evolutional  exhibition 
of  the  products  of  every  zone  of  our  hemisphere.  Every  active 
member  of  this  large  aggregation  of  countries,  like  the  madrepora 
of  the  Pacific,  will  be  set  at  work  to  build  a  mighty  structure. 
Every  nation  is  called  upon  to  bring  to  the  historic  city  the  pro- 
ductions of  human  toil.  By  means  of  comparisons  trade  will  be 
stimulated,  commerce  enlightened,  and  the  principle  of  brother- 
hood amon^  American  men  firmly  established.  This  will  be  the 
Bull.  Ko.  1  1 
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center  of  the  industrial  hie  tor  all  rUc  inhabitants  ot  the  lands 
comprised  between  the  Atlantit-  and  the  Pacihc. 

Sitting  at  dieir  tablt-.s,  rhc  orfii crs  of  this  institution,  at  the  call 
of  everv  merchant  of  this  continent,  will  ilistrihute  information  bv 
mail  and  wire,  and  at  a  moment's  notice  will  tell  to  the  trader  in 
M  a  naos,  in  \  alparaiso,  in  Buenos  Ayres,  in  Chicago,  and  in  j  uk- 
sonville  the  actual  stock  ot  rubber,  nitrate,  wool,  wheat,  and 
oranges  in  the  marts  ot  the  world.  Such  is  the  machinery  set  in 
motion  to-day:  its  tature  development  can  be  surmised,  but  not 
reckoned.  With  outstretched  arms  and  joined  hands  around  the  fes* 
tive  board,  as  in  Scotland  iot  "Auld  lang  syne/'  we,  Americans 
all,  hosts  and  guests,  are  here  to  celebrate  a  ceremony  of  continental 
good  feeling. 

It  is  based  on  this  communion  of  interests,  which  called  here 
together  the  representatives  of  the  Chambers  of  Commerce  of  the 
North,  Central,  and  South  .American  countries,  that  I  am  sure  that 
the  influential  commissioners  of  the  manuÊicturers  and  merchants 
of  this  country  have  gone  to  Wasliington  to  plead  our  common 
cause  under  the  dome  of  the  Capitol.  They  have  gone  there  to 
say  that  this  continent  is  to-day  covered  by  a  net,  the  meshes  of 
which  are  so  connected  that  if  one  is  broken  the  whole  combina- 
tion will  be  impaired;  diat  our  eighteen  republics,  with  similar 
institutions  and  similar  purposes,  are  destined  in  tuture,  if  not  to 
be  bounti  in  a  continental  confederation,  to  constitute  at  least  an 
American  Zollverein:  that  hencetorth  the  motto  /,  plurihui  unum 
will  be  realized  in  the  commercial  sense.  To  attain  such  an  end 
your  commissioners  have  certainly  said  that  the  need  ot  the  times 
is  not  retaliation,  but  real  reciprocity;  that  the  North  and  the  South 
have  (  nrlrely  different  ¡>roducts,  which  can  be  interchanged  with 
m\itual  advantage;  that  some  of  our  raw  materials  are  as  indis- 
pensable to  you  as  some  of  your  manufactures  are  necessary  to  us; 
that  the  twt>  interests  ought  to  be  harmuni/ed  and  not  arra\  ed  for 
conflict;  that  if  protection  is  to  be  the  lenima  ot  tiie  Lju\  ernnient 
of  this  country  it  can  not  be  coercion  tor  the  other  countries  of 
the  continent. 

They  must  have  said  that  there  is  not  a  good  reason  to  tax  the 
nitrate  and  wool  of  Chile  ;  to  discriminate  in  íâvor  of  Australia  and 
against  the  Argentine  Republic  in  overtaxing  the  carpet  wool  of 
the  latter;  to  take  from  the  free  list  the  hides  and  skins  of  the 
Argentine,  Uruguay,  Brazil,  and  Mexico,  as  when  the  shoe  pinches 
in  Massachusetts  it  also  pinches  all  over  the  eastern  side  of  the 
continent;  that  the  taxing  of  goat  skins  will  either  make  the 
ladies  of  this  country  go  barehanded  or  pay  double  for  their 
gloves;  that  the  duties  on  rubber  would  shut  your  factories,  as  the 
production  of  this  raw  material  falls  already  short  of  the  consump- 
tion, and  you  would  have  to  buy  your  rubber  coats  and  shoes» 
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ht\t<^  and  buttons,  as  well  as  your  bicycle  tires,  i  irher  in  Europe 
or  in  Brazil,  whithrr  this  industry  would  migrate;  that,  tinally, 
to  tax  the  fibers  ot  iirazil,  Mexico,  and  Central  America  will  be 
equivalent  to  decree  that  mats,  ropes,  ba¿;¿,¡ng,  and  other  textures 
be  made  so  dear  that  the  similar  European  products,  with  raw 
materials  firom  India,  can  close  your  factories.  They  must  have 
said  that  a  nation  which  consumes  annually  2,000,000  of  long  tons 
of  sugar  and  only  produces  14  per  cent  of  it,  can  well  af^rd  to 
admit  free  all  raw  sugars  without  deviating  irom  the  programme  of 
protectio.1  to  national  industries,  as  the  only  visible  sugar  industry  in 
this  country  is  the  Refining  I  ndustry,  and  that  the  protection  to  the 
inconsiderable  (irodurtion  of  raw  sugar  in  the  United  States  n  -ultS 
only  in  riu  higher  prit  «  tor  one  of  the  first  commodities  of  lite. 

And  what  nmst  they  have  said  about  cofiee"?    They  must  have 
said  that  twelve  American  nations  pay  homage  to  King  Coifee, 
and  that  a  tax  on  coifee  of  2  cents  per  pound  would  ileprive  the 
consumer  of  one  pound  in  every  four  that  he  buys;  that  cortee, 
being  a  preventive  against  aU oholism  and  a  commodity  ot  the 
laboring  classes,  is  a  beverage,   the  use  ot  whicli  slioultl  be 
encouraged  bv  tlie  friends  ot  temperance;  that  gen<  ral  statistics 
place  the  consumption  in  the  I'nited   States  at       pounds  ix  r 
capita,  while  the  truth  is  that,  excluding  the  Kastern  States,  con- 
bimiers  ot  mild  Asiatic  cortees,  the  real  zone  ot  consumption  of 
South  and  Central  Arn(  rit  an  qualities  increases  the  cajutation 
two-thirtlii.    \  our  conuiiisbioners  have  surely  asked  it  the  Western 
consumer  is  not  going  to  be  takt  n  care  ot.    They  must  have 
asked  the  meaning  of  such  a  tax,  and  explained  that  if  die 
importers  can  store  this  year's  surplus  of  3,000,000  bags  of  Bra- 
zilian coffee  and  make  a  nice  job  of  it  by  selling  the  coffee  after 
it  is  taxed,  the  Brazilian  producer,  who  brings  to  the  markets  of 
the  world  66  per  cent  of  the  article,  ruined  by  prices  below  cost 
of  production,  will  be  compelled  to  abandon  the  culture  of  coffee 
and  try  cotton  and  other  articles  produced  in  this  country;  that 
alter  a  successful  speculation  of  two  years  and  a  half  the  importers 
of  coffee,  and,  worse  than  that,  the  consumers  of  coflfee,  will  find 
the  price  of  it  more  than  doubled  on  the  1st  of  January.  1900, 
ilue  to  the  fact  that  the  importers  will  have  killed  the  goose  of 
tlie  golden  egg. 

Resuming,  your  commissioners  must  have  added  that,  without 
tree  raw  materials  stipulated  in  treaties  of  commerce  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  necessary  to  give  stability  to  trade,  no  reciprocity 
arrangements  can  be  made,  as  coercion  will  not  coerce  independ- 
ent nations. 

All  this  your  manutacturers  and  merchants  must  have  said,  and 
I  tiiank  them  in  behalt  ot  my  colleagues  for  th(  ir  hvporhetic  svin- 
pathy.    If  my  surmise  is  not  right  then  your  plan  is  wrong,  and 
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tlu  opening  to-day  of  your  temple  of  industry  will  be  t(]uivalenL 
to  the  opening  oí  the  Temple  ot  Janus,  the  Roman  god  oí  two 
taces,  the  doors  of  which  were  kept  closed  in  times  of  peace  and 
onh'  opened  as  a  sign  of  war. 

6ut  there  will  be  no  war;  prudent  counsels  will  prevail.  We 
have  no  kings  to  decide  for  us  and  oppose  the  will  of  the  nations. 
We  have  passed  beyond  that  on  this  continent  of  ours;  the  sov- 
ereignty resides  in  the  people,  and  the  people  have  a  long  head 
It  is  not  in  the  power  of  a  single  man,  and  not  even  in  the  power 
of  a  generation  of  men,  to  distort  the  logic  of  history  and  the  ' 
mani^st  destiny  of  democracy.  The  eloquent  words,  iiill  of 
svmpathj  tor  the  Latin-American  Republics,  delivered  to-day  by 
the  chiei  of  the  nation,  are  already  a  sign  of  harmom*  ami  ;^ood 
understanding.  Fairness  of  dealing,  consciousness  ot  its  rights 
and  respect  of  the  rights  of  others  are  the  principal  traits  of  the 
nation  which  in  little  more  than  a  century  nas  come  to  the  front 
rank  of  the  powers  of  the  world,  not  by  brutal  torce,  but  b}-  the 
culture  of  tlie  arts  of  peace.  The  inauguration  of  th(  Philadel- 
phia Museums  is  another  step  in  the  right  direction.  W  hen  in 
course  ot  time  the  N(  \v  Zealander  ot  Macaulav  shull  %  isif  tlif  vast 
solitude  ot  the  ruins  ot  London,  w  hen  the  lirnzilian  oí  tlie  unborn 
capital  oí  my  motherland  shall  >eareh  the  stones  ot  the  monastery 
oí  P)atalha  for  the  annals  ot  a  pa^f  ^jrratness,  and  the  (  iti'/en>  ot 
Cuba  >}iall  unearth  in  the  foundations  oí  the  I'^M  urial  tin  symbol 
of  a  past  martyrdom,  from  the  Bay  of  Hudson  to  the  Strait>  ot 
Magellan  a  mighty  mai  lnnery  of  freeiiom  shall  be  in  action, 
driven  bv  the  compound  genius  of  two  great  races,  already  allied 
in  your  language,  the  Saxon  and  the  Latin,  and  the  motive  power 
shall  be  merely  and  simply  the  good  will  among  American 
Republics. 

Friends,  we  are  building  better  than  we  know. 

The  tbUowing  is  the  address  prepared  by  Minister  Garci» 
Mérou  for  the  ceremonies  of  the  inauguration,  but  which  was  not 

delivered. 

Gentlemen  :  Permit  me  a  few  words  only,  spoken  in  English, 
and  perhaps  somewhat  brokenly,  in  order  to  add  my  congratula- 
tions to  those  which  have  honored  the  opening  ot  the  Philadelphia 
Commercial  Museums,  expressing  my  best  wishes  for  the  prosperity 
of  that  establishment.  1  think  few  arc  more  entitled  than  1  to  do 
so,  for  the  Argentine  Republic  was  one  ot  the  first  countries  to 
understand  fully  the  commercial  importance  of  the  institution  we 
have  been  considerin<j  this  da\,  b\  \  i)lunt;irilv  otFerino^  to  ir  the 
coUeciions  oí  her  natural  products  which  were  exhibited  at  the 
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"World's  Columbian  Exposition  in  Chicago.  That  decision, 
applauded  by  everyone  in  my  country,  was  as  mut  h  in  harmony 
with  the  sentiments  of  warm  friendship  with  which  this  great 
Republic  has  always  inspired  us«  as  with  our  sincere  and  earnest 
desire  of  promotinfj  by  every  means  at  our  command  the  advance- 
ment of  the  political  and  commercial  relations  which  unite  us 
with  her. 

I  shall  detain  you  bur  a  briei  moment,  and  i  tear  that  this  sub- 
ject may  not  be  in  arcord  with  the  sentiments  generally  [)redom- 
inating  at  an  after-dinner  gathering;  but,  gentlemen,  I  would  not 
be  hiithtul  to  my  aspirations  nor  to  my  strongt  st  desir(  s  it  I  did 
not  :is>(  rr  in  tlu^  beginninp.  in  that  frank  and  open  maiuier  with 
which  one  should  spe:ik  to  men  tried  in  the  struggle  of  business, 
to  the  noble  representatives  oí  industry  and  commerce,  that  of  all 
the  blessings,  as  1  believe,  that  the  Commercial  Mu.>euni.->  whose 
inauguration  we  celebrate  is  called  upon  to  diftuse,  none  is  more 
worthy  the  devotion  of  the  eminent  gentlemen  who  represent  the 
interests  of  the  new  institution  than  that  of  tending  in  an  effica- 
cious manner  toward  the  establishment  of  a  vast  intercourse, 
mutually  advantageous  to  the  United  States  and  the  nations  of 
Latin-America. 

Surely  the  small  percentage  your  commerce  commands  in  the 
total  ot  our  imports  and  exports  is  not  new  to  you.  This  fact 
has  been  pointed  out  this  very  day  in  explicit  terms,  as  it  was 
done  years  ago  by  the  commercial  commission  sent  by  the  late 
President  Arthur,  and  some  months  ago  by  the  president  of  the 
Manufacturers'  Association,  Mr.  Search,  in  an  interesting  article 
in  the  North  American  Review,  and  at  the  beginning  of  last 
month  by  my  distinguished  friend,  Mr.  Flint,  in  the  pages  of  The 
Forum.  As  regards  the  country  which  I  have  the  honor  of  rep- 
resenting, I  must  state  that,  although  it  is  true  that  we  buy  from 
the  United  States  more  than  you  buy  trom  us, our  coininrrce  with 
tills  country  is  very  small  when  compared  with  that  of  Great 
Britain,  Germany,  France,  Belgium,  and  other  countries. 

Only  some  days  ago  a  noted  statesman  vvlio  ix:cupies  a  promi- 
nent |H)sition  in  the  Senate  of  this  country,  in  speaking  ot  the 
American  merchant  marine,  asserted  tliat  during  last  year  no 
steamers  bearing  the  Anicrii  an  flag  had  entered  tlie  Bay  of  IUk  nos 
Ayres,  a  city  of  J2o,ogc,  ami  already  one  of  the  mo^t  important 
conviiiercial  centers  of  the  world.  I  believe  it  to  b<"  a  fact,  and 
in  corroborating  it  simply  remark  that  from  die  year  1854  up  to 
1868  the  number  of  American  vessels  which  came  to  our  ports 
was  at  times  larger  than  that  belonging  to  the  maritime  nations 
of  Europe. 

It  would  not  be  proper  in  these  moments  for  me  to  examine 
the  reason  of  this  decadence  and  to  contribute  to  the  study  of 
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this  question  by  adding  any  observations  to  those  made  on  this 
matter  by  the  honorable  persons  just  m»  ntioned.  I  would  be 
neither  courteous  nor  diplomatic  to  investigate  to  whom  belongs 
the  greater  responsibility  for  this  regretful  abandonment,  or  upon 
whom  the  blame  should  rest.  Permit  me  to  confine  myself  to  the 
limits  of  strictest  courtesy  by  merely  insinuating  this  doubt  as  the 
only  reproach  directed  toward  those  who  may  deserve  it.  Of 
course  it  is  more  logical  to  suppose  that  the  disdain  ma}'  have 
been  on  the  side  of  the  statesmen  of  the  more  powertul  nation, 
which  was  marching  on  in  the  path  ot  progress  with  the  seven- 
league  boot<  ot  the  legendar)'  giant,  and  which  were  applying  the 
last  touches  to  the  work  ot  building  up  a  great  nation  on  the 
basis  ot  treedom  and  labor,  bringing  it  in  one  briet  century,  by 
rapid  advances,  to  its  present  stage  ot  civilization,  a'>  tliough  tak- 
ing tor  their  motto  the  superb  verses  of  Corneille's  hero: 

Mes  pareils  a  deux  fois  ne  se  font  point  connaître 

Ëc  pour  leurs  coups  d' essai  veulent  des  coups  de  matcre. 

South  America,  indeed,  has  been  and  still  is  very  little  known 
in  the  United  States,  whilst  your  institutions,  your  laws,  the  ptin- 
ciples  of  your  Government,  your  marvelous  advancement,  your 
material  and  moral  greatness  are  being  observed  and  studied  by 
us  with  the  keenest  interest  Referring  again  to  the  Argentine 
Republic,  perhaps  it  will  not  be  amiss  to  say  that  our  institutions 
are  the  same  as  yours,  and  that  the  works  of  your  leading  states- 
men.  as  also  those  of  the  most  noted  commentators  of  your  Con- 
stitution, ¡lave  h((n  officially  translated  and  published  in  the 
Argentine  Republic.  By  this  means  we  have  become  familiar 
with  the  eloquent  pages  of  the  Federalist  and  the  writings  of 
Clay,  Calhouk,  Webster,  and  the  essays  of  Paschal  and  Story 
expounding  your  Constitution.  1  have  myself  taken  that  strong 
intellectual  tood  whilst  sitting  on  the  benches  of  the  university, 
and  every  man  of  my  generation  is  acquainted  with  Üic  taste  of 
that  lion's  spinal  marrow. 

On  the  other  hand,  how  tew  among  the  emin<-nt  statesmen  of 
this  great  Republic  bear  in  mind  dioe  details  and  give  to  them 
their  true  importance.  I  make  this  additiona  remark  without 
complaint  or  recrimination;  because,  after  all,  gentlemen,  the 
natiims  of  South  Auk  rit^i  are  tar  from  r<  a(  hing  as  yet,  in  their 
lahtífiüus  evulutioii.  the  power  and  the  greatncNs  of  the  United 
States,  antl  I  imagine  that  it  is  more  natural  that  we  should  follow 
in  the  footsteps  of  those  who  have  preceded  Ub  in  the  man  ii  of 
pru¿i  (  ^s,  searching  their  history  for  useful  lessons  and  examples 
worthy  of  our  imitation. 

The  southern  part  of  our  continent,  however,  already  constitutes 
an  entity  of  the  greatest  importance  and  a  group  of  civilization 

üiyiiizcQ  by  Google 


BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS.  23 

which,  ii  not  comparable  to  that  of  the  oldest  nations  of  the  world, 

is  in  the  way  of  equalling  most  of  them.  Nature  has  given  us  in 
profusion  her  greatest  treasures,  and  human  effort  every  day  enlarges 
its  r()nf|uests  and  solidifies  its  progress.  At  the  austral  section, 
the  tourist,  leaving  Santiago  of  Chile  and  crossing:;  the  Andes  at 
an  tlr\ arion  ot  i  i,coo  feet,  can  pass  through  Huenos  Aires  and 
Montt  viiit  (1  and  re:u  h  Rio  de  laneiro  in  ei<:ht  days,  thus  visitin¿r 
the  capitals  oí  íour  Kepublic  s.  which  together  have  a  population 
of  more  than  25,ooo,cx)0,  and  send  out  products  amounting  to 
$500.000.000  annually. 

Those  tour  nations  have  a  perfect  constitution  and  organization; 
their  railway  lines  cross  their  territories  in  all  tiirections:  their 
prairies  are  overrun  with  cattle;  their  ports  are  frequented  b\  ves- 
seb  trom  all  parts  of  the  world;  into  the  hearts  of  their  sons  have 
been  instilled  the  sentiments  and  pride  of  their  respective  nation- 
alities; in  their  cities  abound  public  schools  like  those  which  have 
tiansibrmed  this  nation  and  which  were  introduced  in  Chile, 
Uruguay,  and  the  Argentine  Republic  by  our  great  statesman. 
Sarmiento,  instructor  in  his  youth,  afterwards  ministerio  Washing- 
ton, and  ñnally  President  of  the  Argentine  Republic,  pupil  and 
friend  of  your  ever-remembered  Horace  Mann. 

1  have  Ikiled,  gentlemen,  in  my  purpose,  and  so  perhaps 
wearied  your  attention.  I  am  about  to  close;  but  betbre  doing 
so.  alU)w  me  to  ask  you  to  meditate  upon  the  magnificence  of  the 
held  offered  by  those  four  nations — referring  to  those  countries  only 
with  which  1  am  better  acquainted — tor  the  increase  of  your  vast 
industn'  and  your  admirable  spirit  of  invention  and  enterprise. 
Allow  me  also  to  remind  you  that,  as  the  renowned  English  his- 
tt)rian  ot  the  eis^hteenth  century  so  ablv  says,  *''the  bond  of  intel- 
lectual  sym[)athy  alone  i^  iar  too  weak  to  restrain  the  action  of 
rollicliiig  passions,  and  it  was  reserved  tor  political  economy  to 
supply  a  stronpT  and  more  permanent  principle  of  unity." 

i  he  Conuu(  rcial  Museum  of  Philadelphia  will  facilitate  all 
the  efforts  which  maybe  directed  toward  establishing  that  unity 
with  the  exhibition  ot  our  proiluctô  and  the  data  it  may  furnish 
to  tin  business  men  t)i  our  respective^  ct)untries.  But  in  order 
that  our  plans  may  not  be  iru-.trated,  it  is  necessary  to  execute 
them  with  decision  and  entiuibia^ni,  without  petty  restrictions, 
leaving  the  doors  of  your  markets  wide  open  to  the  fruits  of  our 
production,  so  as  to  avoid  our  being  compelled  to  close  ours  to 
the  fruitful  supplies  of  the  products  from  this  soil,  and  to  the  end 
that  all  the  generous  vows  which  have  been  made  this  day  may 
be  converted  into  practical  deeds  in  the  near  future. 

Gentlemen,  for  the  prosperity  of  this  great  nation,  for  the  hap- 
piness of  His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  the  success  of  the  Commercial  Museum  of  Philadelphia. 
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•    ARGENTINE  REPUBLIC. 

WOOL  SHIPMENTS. 

[Buenos  Aires  Ht-rald.  April  tsQ-.J 

A  prominent  American  wool  buyer  in  this  market  estimates  his 
actual  purchases  of  the  season's  clip  at  not  far  from  $2,000,000,  ' 
United  States  gold.    He  has  just  chartered  a  large  steamer  to 
load  entirely  with  wool  for  the  States. 


BOLIVIA, 

LAW  REGULATING  CONCESSIONS  AND  OWNERSHIP  OF  RUB- 
BER-TREE LANDS. 

THE  NATIONAL  CONGRESS  DECREES: 

Article  i.  The  rubber  trees,  or  other  wild  trees  or  plants  available  for 

industrial  purposes,  which  may  grow  in  the  forests  or  lands  not  legally  held  by 
individuals  or  duly  authorized  companies,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  the  prop* 
erty  of  the  Government. 

Art.  2.  All  natives  or  foreigner?  arc  entitled  to  the  right  of  cxplorine  the 
puhTu  fíírests  in  search  of  rubber  trees,  or  any  other  tree  or  plant  of  the  kind 
above  mentioned. 

Art.  ^.  No  previous  license  is  rcquirotl  tor  said  exploration»,  wluch  inav  be 
made  by  any  number  of  persons  at  the  same  time  in  titc  same  forest  or  region. 

Aar.  4.  The  Government  may  grant  concessions  of  rubber  trees,  and  of  the 
soil  on  which  they  stand,  under  the  provisions  of  the  present  law. 

Art.  The  concession  shall  be  granted  by  "estradas/*  or  groups  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  trees,  and  the  petitioner  must  state  in  hectares  the  area  of  the 
land  asked  for,  according  to  article  13. 

Art.  6.  The  persons  who  have  been  residing  in  the  community  for  a  period 
of  five  years  shall  be  considered  the  proprietors  of  the  land  which  they  may 
possess,  provided  the  area  of  the  land  does  not  e.xcecd  seventy-five  hectares. 

Art.  7.  The  national  delegates  (delegados  nacionales)  in  the  territories  of 
the  northwest  and  the  prefects  in  their  rc^pcrtive  departments  may  grant  con- 
cc'^íion'í  of  rubber-tree  Irinds  up  to  five  hundred  estradas  to  an  individual  and  up 
to  one  thousand  to  companies  legally  con^rirtired.  Corire^'^ioni  of  a  greater 
number  of  extrada''  <iha!l  be  granted  by  the  legislative  chambers,  and  the  interested 
parties  luubi  ronipl.  witli  tiic  tormalitics,  previous  to  the  concession,  before  the 
properly  constituted  authority. 
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AiiT.  8*  Individuals  and  companies  who,  either  by  title  of  discovery  or  by 
that  of  legal  transfer,  may  actually  find  themselves  in  possession  of  estradas,  the 
number  of  which  not  exceeding  that  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  article,  shall  he 
entitled  to  the  concession  of  the  land  which  they  occupy  by  the  national 
delates  or  prefects,  upon  previously  showing  evidence  as  to  their  possession. 

Art.  9.  All  grantees  shall  pay  the  sum  of  fifteen  bolivianos  (Bolivian  dol- 
lars) for  each  extrada  which  ha<  been  granted,  and  the  payments  shall  be  made 
on  installments  ol  one  boliviano  per  year.  At  ilic  expiration  of  that  period 
the  erantecs  shall  have  the  absolute  right  to  the  owncr'-hip  of  the  estradas  granted 
to  rhem,  without  ravarioii  and  havinp  no  other  cxpcn^c^  than  llu)sc  incident  to 
the  execution  of  deeds.  The  grantees  siiall  nUo  have  the  same  right  to  a  lot  of 
twenty-five  hectares  for  every  hundred  estradas  which  had  previously  been 
granted.  The  twenty-five  hectares  may  be  comprised  in  a  body  or  granted 
separately,  as  the  interested  parties  may  choose,  and  will  be  situated  outside  of 
the  perimeter  of  the  estradas.  To  enjoy  these  rights  it  shall  be  necessary  that 
the  grantee  shall  previously  prove  that  he  has  paid  all  the  installments  to  which 
he  is  bound,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  present  article, 

Aar.  10.  The  grantee  may  acquire  the  rights  stated  in  the  foregoing  article 
before  the  expiration  of  fifteen  years,  upon  paying  the  total  amount  of  the 
installments. 

Art.  1 1.  Those  who,  either  by  donation,  purchase,  premium,  or  by  contract 

with  the  Ciovernmcnt,  have  acquired  or  shall  acquire  pos-^es^^ion  of  public  land 
shall  pav  the  sum  oi'  ~.;o  holiviano<5  for  the  rubber  trees  Standing  on  said  land, 
in  the  ibrm  provided  hy  tlie  foregoing  articles. 

Art.  12.  The  ownership  (if  the  lots  mentioned  in  article  9  shall  be  governed 
by  the  general  law>  relating  to  colonies. 

Art.  13.  Any  person  asking  concessions  of  estradas  shall  be  obliged  to  appear 
before  the  prefects  or  before  the  national  delegates  in  the  regions  in  which  they 
exercise  their  jurisdiction. 

The  petitioner  shall  state  his  name,  domicile,  and  profession,  and  also  the 
title  which  shall  be  given  to  the  concession  ;  the  fact  of  the  discovery,  if  it  be 
that  the  petitioner  has  discovered  any  estrada,  or  the  fact  of  the  possession  the 
petitioner  actually  has,  the  limits  of  which  must  be  established  by  means  of  paths 
marked  out  with  fixed  and  visible  signs;  the  number  of  estradas  that  he  desires 
to  acquire;  their  situation;  the  area  of  the  land  which  they  occupy,  their  limits, 
ard  the  names  of  the  nearest  neighbors. 

The  petitioner  shall  present  with  his  petition  a  graphic  plat  of  the  ground. 

Art.  14.  Upon  the  pre'^cn ration  of  the  petition  the  prefect  or  the  national 
delegate  and  their  respective  secretaries  shall  in  tlie  ^anie  peiitiun  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  it,  over  their  sienaturcs.  The  prefect  or  delegate  shall  order  the 
petition  to  be  registered  in  a  special  hook  which  shall  be  opened  for  that  pur- 
pose in  the  office  ot  the  notary  ot  the  treasury  (notaría  de  hacienda),  and 
shall  also  direct  the  publication  of  said  petition  by  the  press  of  the  place  where 
the  estradas  are  situated,  or  of  the  place  nearest  them,  three  times  consecutively 
every  twenty  days,  and  proofs  verifying  the  demarcation  of  the  land  petitioned 
for  shall  be  ordered  to  be  admitted. 
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A«  i.  15.  In  case  of  no  opposition  having  been  made  wirhin  lhe  sixty  days 
loilowing  the  last  publication,  the  {petitioner  ha\  iiig  proved  the  tact  relative  to 
the  demarcation  of  the  land,  the  preicct  or  tlie  national  delegate  shall  direct  the 
marking  out  of  the  estradas  as  well  as  the  verihcation  of  the  number  of  trees 
which  said  estradas  contain  ;  the  decree  so  directing  shall  be  notified  to  the  con- 
tiguous neighbors,  if  there  be  any. 

Art.  16.  Theverificarion  above  mentioned  shall  be  witnessed  by  two  experts, 
one  appointed  by  the  petitioner,  and  the  other  representing  the  Government. 
The  expert  representing  the  Government  shall  be  appointed  by  the  prefect  or 
the  national  delegate. 

The  fees  of  the  experts  and  their  traveling  expenses  shall  be  paid  by  the 
interested  party. 

Art,  17.  The  experts  shall  draw  a  plan  of  the  lot  petitioned  for  and  present 
the  corresponding  report  stating  the  number  and  situation  of  estradas,  speci- 
fying whether  they  are  being  worked  or  whether  they  are  abandoned  or  in  bad 
condition,  the  area  of  the  ground  occupied  by  the  estradas,  and  whether  it  is 
in  a  state  of  cultivation. 

Art.  \g.  The  dcmarcatii>n  having  been  made,  and  the  verihcation  ot  the 
number  of  estradas  made,  the  prefect  or  the  national  delegate  shall  is^uc  riie 
warrant  of  concession,  directing  the  petitioner  to  be  eiven  possession  of  the  land 
petitioned  for,  in  the  period  wiiich  may  be  deemed  ncccssarv. 

Art.  19,  Every  warrant  of  concession  of  estradas  shall  be  published  in  the 
press  and  shall  be  re^stercd  in  a  special  book  which  shall  be  opened  to  thai 
effect,  inserting  the  necessary  documents,  and  those  which  the  interested  parties 
designate.  A  copy  of  these  documents  will  serve  the  grantee  as  a  title,  and  the 
original  documents  shall  be  kept  in  the  archives. 

Art.  20.  In  case  of  any  opposition  having  been  provoked  in  the  period 
established  by  article  i  $,  alleging  a  priority  as  to  discovery  and  possession,  the 
case  shall  be  handed  over  to  the  district  judge  of  the  capital  of  the  department 
or  of  the  territory  of  the  delegation,  in  order  that  the  question  be  solved 
through  the  normal  proceeding  of  the  law.  In  the  meantime,  the  respective 
prefect  or  delegate  may  issue  a  provisional  warrant  protecting  the  right  of  pos- 
session, and  sail!  \s  arrant  shall  be  appealable  before  the  Supreme  Government. 

Art.  21.  I'he  opposition  having  been  settled  in  court,  tlie  proceedings  rela- 
tive to  the  concession  ^hail  be  prosecuted  according  to  tlic  provisions  of  articles 
i;;.  16,  17,  and  18  ;  but  if  the  opposition  be  made  after  the  expiration  of  the 
period  established  by  the  present  law,  ihc  preiccL  ur  the  national  delegate  shall 
commit  the  parties  to  the  ordinary  judges,  this  being  no  obstacle  for  provisional]  v 
granting  the  concession  of  the  estradas  petitioned  for.  The  warrant  for  ihe 
provisional  concession  shall  be  appealable  before  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
(ministerio  de  hacienda). 

.Art.  22.  The  petitioner  for  the  concession  of  estradas  who  shall  allow  a 
period  ^f  three  months  to  elapse  before  complying  with  all  the  requirements 
previous  to  the  concession  shall  forfeit  all  rights  to  said  estradas  unless  some 
impediment  or  insuperable  obstacle  shall  have  prevented  him  from  taking  required 
action 
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Art.  23.  The  discoverers  of  rubber  trees,  and  those  who  are  in  {mjkscsûoii  of 
estradas  through  subrogación  in  the  legitimate  rights  of  others,  shall  have  pref* 
crcnce  as  to  the  concession  thereof,  provided  they  formulate  their  opposition 
within  thf  periods  established  in  articles  14  and  iv 

Art.  24.  _A  period  of  two  ve.ir^  i^  hcrcbv  granted  to  the  pos^cs^ors  or  occu- 
pants (»t  extradas  that  riic\  m.i\  appl\"  tdr  the  concession  thcrcoi  ;  in  caí-c  ot  no 
application  being  njaUc  during  thai  period,  iaid  po^^e-^ors  or  occunanTs  shall 
fcrtcu  the  rights  of  opposition  and  preference  given  them  by  articic;  14,  15, 
and  23. 

Art.  35.  The  failing  in  payment  of  any  of  the  annuities  exacted  for  the 
•acquisition  of  estradas  shall  cause  the  right  to  the  definite  ownership  thereof 
to  be  forfeited;  in  case  of  forfeiture,  the  Government  shall  resume  the  domain 
of  said  estradas  and  may  grant  concession  thereof  to  those  who  may  apply  for  it 
according  to  the  provisions  of  che  present  law. 

Art.  36.  Any  persons  in  possession  of  estradas  who  have  not  legally  obtained 
the  concession  of  the  land  they  occupy  shall  be  punished  with  a  fine  equivalent 
to  twice  the  amount  of  the  fifteen  years'  annuities. 

Any  person  denouncine  these  clandestine  possessions  shall  be  entitled  either 
to  an  award  amounting  to  fttteen  bolivianos,  to  be  paid  out  of  said  fine»  or  to  be 
preferred  in  the  conce«^«inn  of  the  land  denounced. 

Art.  27.  The  ownership  ot  the  estradas  having  been  consolidated  b)  paving 
tilt  .mnuities  referred  to  in  articles  9,  10,  and  1  i,  the  prefect  or  the  national 
dcicgate  shall  issue  tlie  titles  of  ownership,  ordering  them  to  be  published  by 
the  press  and  inscribed  in  a  special  record  book. 

AaT.  28.  The  notaries  who  omit  compliance  with  the  prescription  of  articles 
14,  19,  and  27  shall  be  punished  by  the  prefect  or  by  the  delegate  with  a  fine 
of  ten  bolivianos  for  each  omission»  being  discharged  in  case  of  repetition  for 
the  third  time. 

Art.  29.  The  price  for  the  concession  of  estradas  has  a  national  character, 
and  shall  be  collected  by  the  fiinctionaries,  who  will  be  indicated  in  the  execu- 
tive rules  for  the  enforcement  of  this  law. 

Art.  30W  The  prefects  and  national  delegates  shall  send  to  the  Government 
ever}-  year  a  statement  comprising  in  detail  the  concessions  granted.  Besides, 
there  shall  also  be  sent  by  said  functionaries  to  the  Supreme  Government  a 
report  evcrv  *iv  months  in  compliance  with  the  prescription'^  or  the  present  law 
in  the  regions  and  indn'^rrial  establishments  of  their  respective  jurisdicnons. 

Art.  31.  The  pusicssion  ot  estrada^  acqnired  before  the  enforccnicnt  of  this 
iaw  shall  entail  no  right  on  the  grantee.^  until  aiicr  the  formalitic:;  iur  the  con- 
cessions are  renewed  according  to  the  provisions  ot  the  forc^uing  articles. 

Art.  32.  The  petitions  for  concessions  of  Government  land  where  other  wild 
plants  or  trees  grow  which  yield  products  àvaîlable  for  industrial  purposes — as 
ipecacuanha,  or  any  other  that  the  Government  may  name^shall  be  go\-crned 
bv  the  prescriptions  of  the  present  law  in  the  part  applicable  thereto. 

Art.  33.  The  roads  leading  to  the  rubber-tree  establishments  are  hereby 
declared  to  be  of  public  use,  and  the  right  to  fluvial  navigation  and  to  the  use 
of  the  riparian  forests  are  also  free  to  all. 
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Art.  34.  The  political  ami  police  authonric<  have  the  right  of  supervision 
and  vigilance  over  the  rubber-tree  establishments  and  their  worii,  and  also  over 

the  roads. 

Art.  3^.  The  introduction  ot  groceries  and  arricies  tor  consumption  shall 
be-  tree  ill  ihc  land  granted  situated  in  the  conmiunit)  ,  and  neither  the  owner 
nor  his  subordinates  shall  prevent  the  introduction  of  said  provisions,  with  the 
exception  of  liquors. 

Art,  36.  The  grantees  ar«  prohibited  (>)  impose  upon  the  free  will  of  the 
laborers,  preventing  them  from  getting  the  food  or  provisions  they  need  from 
whatever  seller  they  may  choose;  (2)  to  reduce  the  wag^s  by  their  own  wiU,  or 
delay  the  payment  thereof  under  pretext  of  having  paid  any  debt  of  the  laborer 
unless  this  payment  is  made  on  legitimate  accounts  or  in  compliance  with  a 
judicial  mandate;  (3)  to  compel  the  laborers  to  receive  apparel,  food,  or  any 
article  for  consumption  on  account  of  their  wages. 

Art.  37.  The  noncompliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  foregoing  articles 
having  been  vcrihcd  by  the  respective  police  authorities,  a  fine  of  from  &ity 
to  two  hundred  bolivianos  shall  he  imposed. 

Art.  3??.  The  grantee;  or  their  emplnvees  can  not  deprive  the  iaoorcrs  of 
their  liberty,  nor  can  they  mal^e  am-  attempt  upon  their  personal  safety  or 
inflict  any  punishment  by  lash,  stone,  or  anv  other  mean?.  Any  disregard  of 
these  prohibitions  shall  be  punished  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  penal 
code. 

Art.  39.  The  prefects,  the  national  delegates,  and  the  otlicr  authorities  in 
their  respective  jurisdictions  who,  being  aware  of  the  infiingements  of  the  law 
and  crimes  above  mentioned,  should  allow  them  to  remain  unpunished  shall  be 
considered  as  accomplices  in  the  commission  thereof. 

Aar.  40.  The  laborers  who  contract  any  disease  while  rendering  their  ser- 
vices shall  be  given  medicines  at  the  expense  of  their  patrons,  and  in  case  of 
decease  their  heirs  shall  not  be  charged  with  the  expense  of  the  burial. 

Art.  41.  All  previous  laws  reladng  to  the  concession  and  operation  of  rub- 
ber trees  are  hereby  abrogated. 

Art.  42.  The  executive  power  shall  dictate  the  regulations  for  the  execurion 
of  the  present  law. 

Let  it  he  rnmmunicared  to  the  Kxecnti\  e  Power  for  its  ron«:íituTÍonal  action. 

■ 

Hall  of  sessions  of  the  National  Congress,  Sucre,  Decemi^er  1  i,  i?Í9S. 

Severo  F.  Alfonso, 
Federico  Zuazo. 
Gil  Antonio  Pfna,  S.  S. 
Fanor  G.  Komi  r o,  D.  S. 
Adolfo  Trico  Acha,  D.  S. 

Therefore  I  TTomulgatc  it  that  it  he  complied  with  as  a  law  of  the  Republic. 
Government  House,  Sucre,  December  10, 

M.  Baptista. 

J.    v.  C)CH<IA, 

/Vitr  MuusUr  of  Public  Insii  ucium  ,iiiJ  Colonization. 
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BRAZIL. 
FACTORIES  AT  BAHIA. 

[From  I'nited  States  Consular  Reports,  April,  1897,] 

1  tiansmit  herewith  a  list  of  the  manufacturing  establishments 
of  Bahia  (except  cotton  factories,  which  I  reported  upon  last 
year*),  with  amount  of  gross  receipts  and  net  profits  per  annum, 

in  round  numbers,  as  given  by  the  managers  or  su{h  riiittndcnts 
üt  cacli;  albo  rhc  iiiinibcr  of  hands  employed,  male  an(Í  female, 
by  each,  with  wages  paid  per  day,  hours  of  labor,  and  die  year 
when  the  factory  was  established,  lhe  amounts  of  money  were  • 
stated  in  the  depreciated  paper  currency  of  this  country,  which 
continually  fluctuates  in  value,  having  ranged  for  the  past  three 
years  from  i  to  lyj^  cents  per  milreis.  I  reduced  the  amounts 
to  United  States  equivalents  at  the  rate  of  20  cents  to  the  milreis, 
or  5  milreis  to  the  dollar. 

í  here  hav  e  been  no  improvements  of  importance  in  die  cotton 
industry  since  my  report  in  1895. 

*See  Consular  Reporta»  November.  1895,  No.  182»  p.  391. 
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COLOMBIA. 

MACHINERY  FOR  USE  ON  PANAMA  CANAL. 

Victor  Vifquain,  consul-general  of  the  Uniled  States  at  Pan. 
ama,  in  a  communication  to  the  Department  of  State  on  the  sub- 
ject ot  machinery  to  be  used  in  the  construction  of  the  Panama 
Canal,  says: 

I  have  just  been  informed  that  an  order  has  been  issued  by  the  Panama  Canal 
Directorship  in  Paris  that  anything  and  everything  used  in  the  work  on  the 
canal  must  be  of  French  manufacture  or  product.  Nearly  every  mail  brings  me 
catalogues  or  letters  from  American  manuiacturers,  and  1  lia\  c  made  it  a  point 
to  send  them  at  once  to  the  canal  office  here,  where  theV  were  always  welcome. 
Hereafter  our  American  manufacturers  may  as  well  save  postage. 


COSTA  RICA. 

POINTS  FROM  THE  PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Señor  Calvo,  minister  resident  of 
Costa  Rica  in  the  United  States,  the  Bureau  has  received  a  trans- 
lation of  the  message  of  President  Raíàel  Iglesias,  delivered  on 
the  occasion  of  the  opening  of  the  National  Congress  on  May  i. 

Referring  to  the  relations  of  Costa  Rica  with  other  countries^ 
the  President  sdya: 

Sin«  e  Costa  Rica  has  entered  upon  the  fullness  of  her  sovereignty,  at  no  time 
has  the  status  of  her  internarinnal  relarion?  appeared  in  everv  sense  more  yaris- 
factory  than  at  the  present  moment,  for  the  acliievcmcnt  of  which  the  executive 
power  has  left  no  eft'urt  untried  within  the  bounds  of  national  decorum  and 
dignity. 

Expression  of  much  satisfaction  is  made  upon  the  agreement 
for  the  demarcation  of  the  boundary  with  Nicaragua  on  the  terms 
of  the  award  made  by  Grover  Cleveland,  late  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  also  in  the  naming  of  General  E.  P.  Alex- 
ander as  arbitrating  engineer  in  connection  with  tliis  work. 

Reicrring  to  public  instruction,  the  President  says' 

The  Government,  convinced  of  the  great  signihcance  the  spread  and  perfecting 
of  public  instruction  has  to  the  general  culture  of  the  country,  has  left  no  effort 
untried  to  carry  it  to  the  farthest  settlements,  and  to  better  it  in  every  sense. 
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He  recommends  that  normal  schools  be  pcrtcctly  organized 
and  intelligently  directed.  He  n  ti  rs  to  the  existenct  oí  selt-s\ip- 
porting  iaculties  ot  law,  medicine,  surgery,  pharmacy,  anti  to  the 
Êiculty  of  engineering  and  surveying,  and  to  the  establishment 
of  a  school  ot  fine  arts,  already  decreed  by  the  Government. 

In  legal  matters  he  recommends  some  reforms  to  ^cilitate  pro- 
ceedings and  to  improve  the  organization  of  the  present  system, 
and  he  speaks  with  high  praise  of  the  administration  of  justice, 
which  does  honor  to  the  country,  and  ot  the  respect  of  the  people 
of  Co>ta  Rica  for  the  law  and  the  courts  which  apply  it. 

Of  penalties,  he  says: 

A  necessary  conipletncnt  to  the  law  and  the  courts  is  the  existence  of  estab- 
lishn-cnts  adapted  to  the  infliction  of  penalties.  The  mixed  system  of  peniten- 
tiary imprisonment  and  penal  colony,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  offenses, 

having  been  already  adopted  as  the  most  appropriate  tor  the  country,  the  exec- 
utive power  has  resolved  to  errrt  in  the  vicinity  of"  thi<  capiial  a  penal  citadel 
which  shall  comprise,  properly  separated,  as  many  establishments  tor  prevention 
and  punishment  as  may  be  needed,  including  in  the  former  the  houses  of  correc- 
tion for  minors  and  the  departments  for  vaeranis  o\  both  sexes. 

The  site  where  the  ciiadel  is  to  be  lucuttJ  lia.>  already  been  acijuircd  by  ihc 
Government,  and  the  construction  of  the  buildings  for  the  correction  of  minors 
has  been  contraeied  for. 

The  national  economy  is  one  ot  the  subjects  to  which  the  Exec- 
utive power  has  devoted  very  special  attention,  and  aitcr  a  study 
of  the  conditions  of  the  country  he  issued  the  decree  reformatory 
of  the  monetary  system,  adopting  in  practice  the  gold  standard, 
which  is  now  the  money  of  Costa  Rica. 

The  message  also  states  that  a  banking  law  will  soon  be  pro- 
multjurt  (i  which,  consulting  rhe  public  interests,  will  endeavor  to 
overt  oine  the  objectit)n  attributed  to  a  plur:ilitv  of  issues. 

A  new  law  will  be  passed  to  tkcilitate  the  transfer  of  public 
lands. 

The  arrangement  for  the  settlement  of  the  tbreign  debt  having 
been  effected,  the  Government  has  on  deposit  funds  sufficient  to 
meet,  when  due,  the  interest  on  the  ñrst  coupon. 

The  state  of  the  public  finances  is  satisfactory  to  the  extent  of 

the  Government's  abilities,  without  establishing  new  imposts,  or 
reporting  to  the  public  credit,  notwithstanding  the  subventions 
granted  several  towns  in  the  Republic  niid  othf  r  expenses  con- 
nected with  the  bettt  r  service  of  the  admunstration,  the  creation 
Bull.      1  3 
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of  the  cash  reserve  with  which  to  provide  tor  the  issue  of  gold 
coins  and  the  pledge  of  payment  agreed  upon  in  the  new  arrange- 
ment of  the  foreign  debt. 

The  cash  receipts  during  the  fiscal  year  to  which  the  report 
refers  were  $7*435.<^ho.78,  lUiultt  up  us  tollows: 

Revenues   $7,  021).  403.  14 

Public  credit  (internal  debt)      52,  718.  00 

Funds  in  transit  (postal  drafts,  etc.)   373, 4^9  ^4 

Total   7, 435, 6IÜ.  78 


The  revenues  for  the  year  1896^7  exceed  those  of  the  ñscal  year  1895-96 

by   $^51.  102.  03 

And  exceed  the  estimates  by   538,  226.  14 

The  total  expenditures  \v(  rt  $6,697,32^^^  ç  1 ,  which  leaves  a  bal- 
ance of  $738,284.27,  which  added  to  that  of  the  previous  year 
gives  the  sum  of  $1,081,71 1.60,  to  which  there  is  still  to  be  added 
as  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  treasur)'  from  export  duties  on  coflfee 
in  1895-96,  making  an  aggregate  amount  oí  $1,270,000,  approx- 
imately, subject  to  the  order  of  the  department  of  the  treasury 
oil  the  31  St  ot  March  last. 

On  the  subject  oí  the  tarift'the  message  says: 

Among  the  reforms  indispensably  necessary  to  introduce  into  cmr  financial 
system  one  of  great  importance  is  that  which  relates  to  the  tartlf.  Without 
at  this  cime  considering  whether  or  not  it  is  advisable  for  our  economic  policy 

to  adopt  one  or  the  other  of  the  two  systems,  free  trade  or  protection, — for  it 
is  the  'pccial  conditions  prevailing  in  each  country  and  the  greater  amount  of 
foreign  elements  jr  needs  for  \i<  de\'clo[M;ic:it  which  shall  determine  up  to  what 
point  the  adoption  of  either  system  is  advisable. 

The  action  of  the  Government  in  rendering  timely  assistance 
to  the  principal  cities  as  well  as  to  the  small  towns  has  been  very 
beneficial,  and  apart  from  these  subsidies  there  have  been  under- 
taken the  construction  of  wagon  roads,  improvement  works  at 

Potr  Liinon,  construrrioti  ot  several  i  iwüitablc  huiUlin«z;s,  schools, 
institutt  s,  hygienic  establishments,  a  national  mu.-(  uiii.  <  rr. 

The  attention  ot  the  Governnient  has  likewise  been  direct( d  to 
the  construction  of  the  Pacific  Railroad,  which  will  soon  complete 
the  interoceanic  all-rail  route  across  Costa  Rica. 

The  President  says  in  conclusion  that  he  is  encouraged  to 
persevere  resolutely  in  the  path  he  has  marked  out,  to  undertake 
every  work  the  national  progress  may  demand  compatible  with 
the  resources  ot  the  country  and  rti^uired  by  its  culture;  by  the 
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gratitying  success  his  efforts  have  obtained,  iavortti  during 
the  year  to  which  his  message  is  limited  by  exceptional  condi- 
tions, to  which  the  habits  of  order  and  morality  of  the  people, 
the  natural  production,  the  increase  in  the  public  receipts,  and  the 
highly  satisfactory  solution  arrived  at  in  the  economic,  ¡Jolitical, 
and  international  questions  which  mostly  en;j;a<::;rd  the  attention  of 
the  (  xovemment.  have  contributed  to  an  extraordinary  and  unfore- 
seen extent,  so  as  to  distin^aiish  asa  prosperous  year  in  their  history 
the  hscal  period  just  ended. 


MEXICO. 
NEW  TELEGRAPH  SERVICE. 

By  an  arrangement  recently  entered  into  by  the  Postal  Tele- 
graph Cable  Company  and  the  telegraph  service  of  the  Mexican 
National  and  Mexican  Central  Railways,  Mexico  is  placed  in 
direct  overland  telegraphic  communication  with  all  the  postal 

telegraj)h  stations  in  the  United  States,  which  comprise  ali  the 
principal  c  iries  and  towns. 

Heretoiore  all  telegraphic  communication  between  Mexico 
and  th(  I  nited  States  has  been  conducted  via  Vera  Cruz,  and 
cable  to  Galveston. 

Messages  to  and  from  Europe  will  pass  via  New  York  and 
the  Postal  Telegraph  Company. 

SPECIFICATIONS  FOR  A  NEW  GOVERNMENT  BUILDING. 

The  Federal  Government,  through  the  Department  of  Public 
Works,  is  asking  for  proposals  for  a  design  of  a  new  building 
intended  for  the  use  of  the  National  Con<j;ress. 

Anhittct:}  desiring  to  coinpcrc  tor  the  work  can  obtain  from 
the  Bureau  of  American  Repuhiii  s  plans  and  specifications,  in 
details  ot  the  proposed  building,  pubhshed  in  English.  By  com- 
municating with  the  "Secretaria  de  Communicaciones  y  Obras 
Publicas  "  at  the  City  of  Mexico,  the  same  intbrmation  published 
tn  Spanish  or  French  may  be  obtained. 

No  proposals  will  be  received  after  the  30th  of  November,  1897. 
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PARAGUAY. 

BUSINESS  PROSPECTS. 

A  corresp(»nd<  nr  of  the  British  Trade  Journal,  writiiig,  ironi 
Asunción,  under  date  ot  March  17,  1897,  in  speaking  ol  the 
opportunities  tor  trade  with  England,  makes  the  tbllowing  com- 
ments. What  the  correspondent  says  with  regard  to  English 
trade  is  alike  applicable  to  American  commerce  and  is  therefore 
given  place  in  the  Bulletin: 

There  i<  a  luiod  field  here  for  many  English  goods,  cspcciall\'  hardware  and 
cutiery,  enameled  ware,  etc.,  in  which  articles  the  Germans  seem  to  have  the 
best  share  of  the  trade;  on  the  other  hand,  in  textile  fabrics  the  lion's  share 
falls  to  the  British.  There  is  also  a  good  outlet  for  firearms  of  every  descriptif)!!, 
though  they  arc  subject  to  a  heavy  duty.  Paraguay  is  not  a  populous  couiirrv 
(it  has  probably  less  than  500,000  inhabitants),  but  it  contains  only  one  trade 
center  or  town  of  any  importance»  viz,  Asunción,  and  an  agent  cscablished  here 
could  easily  work  the  whole  country,  as  dealers  in  the  other  districts  all  place 
their  orders  here  or  receive  their  goods  from  this  city.  Paraguay  is  still  a  poor 
country,  not  having  yet  recovered  from  the  eifects  of  the  disastrous  war  with 
Brazil,  the  Argentine,  and  Uruguay,  and  for  articles  of  luxury  there  is  not  a 
wide  field.  It  is  sufficient,  however,  to  inspect  the  large  stocks  held  by  many 
of  the  retail  dealers  in  Asunción  to  recognize  the  importance  of  the  town  as  a 
commercial  center,  and  it  would  be  worth  the  while  for  the  representative  of  any 
suitable  English  firm  to  run  up  as  far  as  this  city,  even  for  a  stay  of  a  few  days. 
Two  or  three  --rfamers  every  week  maintain  communication  with  Buenos  Ayres, 
Montevideo,  and  the  outside  world. 

tLtCTRU-    LICiHT  OR.  OAS   WORKS  WA.NTtL). 

Although  Asuncion  is  a  city  of  some  $0,000  inhabitants  and  the  capital  of 

the  Republic,  ir  is  still  lighted  with  oil.  The  absence  of  gas  is  doubtless  partly 
due  to  the  high  price  of  coal,  but  I  think  there  is  a  gocid  t>penini^  here  tor  Brit- 
i>h  capital  in  the  establishment  either  of  gas  or  electric-iight  works,  indeed,  1 
think  Paraguay  has  been  much  neglected. 

The  premium  on  gold  is  at  present  extremely  high,  being  about  ^>~o,  so  that 
the  Paraeuavan  dollar  i^  worth  rather  less  than  Sd.  It  exchange  (as  seems 
probable)  shouîil  rise,  ir  would  be  a  îa\orablc  time  for  travelers  to  work  this 
market,  as  dcalcr>  are  alwavs  more  rcadv  to  buv  when  there  is  a  rail  in  the  gold 
prcnmiui,  .i^  prices,  rcciconed  in  local  currencv,  arc  then  nece>sariiv  lower. 

In  the  Argentine  Republic  and  Uruguay  the  busincïs  outlook  is  distinctly 
hopeful.  Building  has  been  unusually  active  in  Buenos  Ayres  of  late,  and  the 
fine  new  i«trcets  and  avenues  which  have  sprung  up  with  marvelous  rapidity 
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remind  one  of  New  York  rather  than  a  South  American  city.  The  tide  of 
immigration,  which  promises  this  vcar  to  be  larger  tliai'.  ever,  i-  aiiuiher  good 
iign.  But  I  reserve  my  remarks  on  the  Argentine  Rcpubiic  and  Uruguay  tor  a 
ftirther  letter  on  my  return  to  Buenos  Ayres. 


SANTO  DOMINGO. 


SUGAR  INDUSTRY. 

[From  United  States  Consular  Reports.  April,  1897.] 

Durine  a  stay  of  tiircc  days  in  this  port,  while  en  route  tn  Port  au  Prince, 
I  visited  ttic  various  sugar  plantations  in  this  district  owned,  eiirirc'.v  or  in  part 
bv  Americans,  and,  as  a  rule,  conducted  by  American-  with  American  capital. 
The  product  is  shipped  exclusively  to  the  United  States  and  u'anost  entirely  in 
American  bottoms.  To  make  ihii  report  as  concise  as  possible,  I  will  here 
give  in  their  order  the  names  of  the  plantations,  their  owners,  the  quantity  of 
tKe  Use  year's  crop  in  sacks  of  300  pounds  each,  and  amount  invested  : 


Plantations. 


Owners. 


Consuelo  1  W.  L.  Bass  , 

Santa  Fé  Ross  , 

Porvenir  ...¡  Miller  

Puerto  Rico   !  Armstrong , 


Crop. 


Amount  in- 
vested. 


Qusquain  '  Bartratn 


4S,  000 

$1.  200, 000 

42,000 

750,000 

33.000 

600.000 

30,000 

600,000 

34.000 

500,000 

33.000 

400,000 

While  the  aggregate  product  seems  large,  yet  none  of  these  plantations  made 
money  last,  year,  possibly  due,  however,  to  the  fact  that  the  sugar  was  held  too 
long.  The  local  authorities  exact  in  duties  for  various  purposes  a  sum  equal  to 
35  cents  per  100  pounds.  Formerly  the  export  duty  was  about  12%  cents 
(gold),  but  the  duties  have  been  increased  just  in  proportion,  it  would  seem,  to 
the  wants  of  the  Government.  The  planters  complain  also,  and  justly  I  think, 
that  they  are  compelled  to  fix  a  value  on  their  product  as  of  the  time  of  ship- 
ment, usually  based  on  last  cable  notations,  sometimes  a  month  old,  and  last 
rear  the  valuati  >;i  was  very  largely  in  excess  ot  the  price  rcali/cd.  if  the  price 
could  be  left  blank  in  the  invoices  and  established  on  the  basts  of  the  market 
value  on  the  entry  of  the  cargo  at  New  York  it  would  relieve  ihcm  of  the  pen- 
alties for  underv-i'u.Trinn.  which  mav  ea«ily  t)ccur,  and  relieve  them  aUo  of  the 
pavmcnt  of  a  duty  on  sugar  valued  as  the  last  crop  at  4,  4-,-^,  and  4j^  and  really 
sold  at  3  cents. 
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It  would  seem  that  notwithstanding  the  large  investments  made  br  rhc^e 
people,  notwithstanding  the  acknowledged  cheapness  of  land  and  labor,  they 
will  be  evenrually  driven  to  aband<»n  iheir  plantations.  One  small  measure  of 
relief,  besides  that  indicated  ahru  e.  might  be  found  if  the  Treasury  Department 
were  induced  lo  allow  a  rebate  of  60  cents  per  100  pounds,  instead  01  50  cents 
as  heretofore,  to  cover  additional  shipping  expenses  added  during  the  last  year. 

HENR.V  M.  Smvihe, 
Macoris,  January      /<SV7'  Munster» 


UNITED  STATES. 

CHATTANOOGA  AND  THE  FOREIGN  TRADE. 

Hon.  George  W.  Ochs,  mayor  ot  Chattanooga,  Tcnn.,  has 
published  an  interesting  review  of  the  industries  and  trade  oi 
that  city,  popularly  known  as  "The  Gateway  of  the  Souths" 
which  presents  in  attractive  form  her  unusual  capacities  as  a  man- 

uiacturinp  ;intl  commercial  center.  In  speaking  of  the  foreign 
trade  of  Ciiattanooga,  he  says: 

Of  the  industries  at  Chattanooga,  only  thirty  are  wholly  loca!  in  their  terri- 
tory. The  majority  send  their  products  to  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  some 
have  a  large  export  trade.  Chattanooga  refrigerators  have  found  their  way  to 
Cape  Town,  Honolulu,  and  the  West  Indies.  Mexico  buys  Chattanooga  tele- 
graph equipment,  hay  presses,  pig  iron,  pulleys,  plows,  and  the  finer  grade  of 
gratc>  and  furniture.  Cane  mills  and  sugar  evaporators  of  Chattanooi::.!  make 
go  to  Mexico,  South  America,  and  the  West  Indies.  Railway  hrakc-shoc^  made 
at  Chattanooga  form  parr  of  modern  railway  equipment  everywhere  on  the  globe. 
Europe  is  a  large  buyer  c^t  Chattanooga  alatc  pencil^,  pullc\  s,  boat  oars,  lea; lier, 
and  lava  gas  tips,  and  puts  a  new  label  and  fancy  price  on  Chattanooga  cotton 
oil.  England  and  Canada  order  special  machinery  in  large  quantities  from  Chat- 
tanooga shippers,  and  a  German  pencil-making  ñrm,  through  a  plant  at  Chatta- 
nooga, is  sawing  and  shipping  for  its  own  use  immense  quantities  of  Southern 
cedar.  Austria  buys  Chattanooga  cotton  linters  for  carpet  wea^ng,  and  ship- 
ments of  Chattanooga  paint  are  made  to  Yokohama  and  other  remote  parts  of 
the  world.  Chattanooga  woodworking  machinery  is  shipped  to  Bombay;  also 
Chattanooga  saws  to  Siam.  In  fact,  Chattanooga  skill  and  energy  have  converted 
raw  material  into  merchantable  products  that  are  sought  for  in  both  the  Western 
and  Eastern  hemispheres. 
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VENEZUELA. 

SAMPLE  WAREHOUSE  FOR  AMERICAN  GOODS  AT  CARACAS 

By  Rudolph  Dolue,  Dirtctor. 

Flans  for  the  establishment  of  an  exhibition  warehouse  in  the  city  of  Caracas, 
Vene7ue1a,  have  been  matured  after  months  of  careful  investigation  and  study 
of  conditions  by  a  Special  Commissioner  of  the  National  Association  of  Manu* 
acturers,  and  the  association  is  now  ready  to  receive  applications  for  space  in 
the  building  which  has  been  secured  for  the  purpose.  The  warehouse  is  designed 
to  5er\'e  as  a  permanent  exposition  nf  American  goods  and  as  a  headquarters 
for  salesmen  visiting  X'enezuela  in  the  interest  of  exhibitors.  The  aim  of  the 
association  in  establishing  this  warehouse  is  to  stimulate  trade  between  the 
United  States  and  V'enerne'a,  hv  familiarizing  the  merchants  of  Venezuela  with 
the  American  goods  whit  h  üiey  can  purchase  to  advantage. 

Thii.  warehou>e  is  being  established  under  the  terms  oí  a  <;pccia!  coiKc^^ion 
granted  to  the  National  Association  of  Manufacturers  by  die  Cjovcrnmcni  of 
Venezuela.  This  concession  eives  the  privilege  of  entering  goods  free  of  durv 
when  intended  for  exhibition  in  tlic  warehouses  of  the  association  in  \  enczucla, 
duty  to  be  paid  only  in  case  of  the  actual  sale  of  the  goods.  This  privilege,  the 
high  favor  with  which  all  things  American  are  regarded  in  Venezuela,  and  tjie. 
larg^  variety  of  American-made  goods  which  are  salable  in  that  country,  make 
the  conditions  exceptionally  favorable  for  the  inauguration  of  such  an  enter* 
pri»e.  Prominent  business  men  in  Caracas  have  taken  active  part  in  the  prelimi- 
nary work  of  establishing  this  warehouse,  and  the  Venezuelan  Government  has 
manifested  a  lively  interest  in  the  project,  and  has  indicated  a  disposition  to  aid 
in  every  ;  r.u  ticable  manner  in  making  the  cntcri  rise  a  complete  success. 

As  this  is  the  first  of  an  extcnstve  system  of  similar  depots  which  the  National 
Association  of  Manufacturers  contemplates  establishing  in  various  foreign  trade 
ccnter>,  it  is  desired  that  this  warehouse  shaîl  he  in  every  wav  a  model  institu- 
tion of  its  kind.  The  piun>  for  its  oreanizution  and  management  have  been 
carcfullv  formulated,  and  the  c\liibir>  will  be  confined  to  those  lines  of  gv)ods 
for  which  there  is  a  known  market  in  \  cac¿ucla.  Tiiere  are  man\  articles  of 
American  manufacture  which  it  would  be  useless  to  attempt  to  sell  in  Venezuela, 
and  exhilñts  of  such  goods  as  these  are  not  desired.  The  entire  enterprise  is 
planned  upon  a  basis  of  practical  benefit  to  its  participants,  and  it  is  believed 
that  any  manufacturer  who  shall  make  judicious  use  of  the  advamauc^,  afforded 
by  the  warehouse  will  be  abundantly  compensated  for  the  expenditures  of  money 
and  effort. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  National  Association  of  Manufacturers  does  not 
btend  CO  limit  the  privileges  of  the  warehouse  to  its  members  only.  The  whole 
udertakíng  is  along  the  broadest  possible  lines,  designed  to  give  American 
manufacturers  an  opportunity  for  displaying  their  goods  at  a  minimum  expense. 
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and  at  the  same  time  enabling  them  to  obtain  reliable  data  re^rding  the  Vene- 
zuelan market;  and  the  conditions  existing  in  Venezuela  are  practically  the  same 
as  those  to  be  found  in  most  of  the  other  Spanish-American  countries. 

Venezuela»  owing  to  the  intimate  relations  of  its  Government  and  people 
with  the  United  States,  the  excellent  means  of  communication  between  the  two 
countries,  the  good  banking  facilities  at  the  command  of  our  American  mer« 
chants,  and  for  many  orher  good  reasons,  offers  a  splendid  fteid  for  the  trial  of 
this  experiment.  Much  interest  in  the  enterprise  has  been  manifested  by  lead- 
ing manufacturers  in  the  various  lines  of  trade.  The  commission  merchants 
are  lendine  their  active  support  to  the  plan,  while  the  Me'^'^r^.  Roiilron,  Rli«5  tc 
Dallctt,  cuviiLT-  oí  the  Red  D  Line  of  American  steamers,  have  offered  to  carry 
all  exhibits  at  onc-half  the  regular  freight  rates. 

Thus  the  success  of  the  enterprise  seems  assured,  and  it  is  only  to  be  hoped 
that  a  large  number  of  our  manufacturers  may  avail  themselves  of  the  opportu- 
nity. 

All  communications  regarding  the  warehouse  and  exposition  should  be 
addressed  to  the  National  Association  of  Manufacturers,  1751  North  Fourth 
street,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  U.  S.  A. 

RAILROAD  DE\  ELUPMKNT. 

Under  date  of  Maracaibo,  January  28,  1897,  Consul  £.  H. 
Piumacher  submits  to  the  Department  of  State  an  extended  and 

interesting  ac(  uuni  oí  the  railway  systems  and  development  in 
Venezuela.  This  report  ts  published  in  full  in  the  Consular 
Reports  tor  April,  18^7,  from  which  the  ibUowing  leading 
extracts  are  taken: 

PUERTO  CABELLO  ANO   VALENCIA  RAILWAY. 

Puerto  Cabello,  a  busy  city  of  about  1 5,000  inhabitants,  is  justly  celebrated 
as  possessing  the  finest  seaport  on  the  entire  north  coast  of  South  America.  In 
it  are  united  the  three  conditions  of  case  of  access,  safety,  and  deep  water  up 
to  the  wharves  of  the  city.    Besides  these  advantages,  the  harbor  is  commo- 

di(u;  and  several  ocean  steamers  may  loa^  and  discharge  simultancovi^ly. 

This  is  the  only  Venezuelan  port  which  does  not  present  serious  obstacles  to 
commerce;  the  magnificent  harbor  of  Maracaibo,  second  to  none  in  the  world, 

can  only  he  entered  by  passing  two  bars,  the  outer  and  inner.  Over  the  latter 
there  is  only  \oK  fccr  of  water.  I, a  Cíuayra,  until  a  tew  year^  aeo,  was  an 
exccedinrlv  incom  cnicnt  and  frcc|uently  dangerous  roadstead,  where  vessels  were 
often  subjected  to  great  peril,  and  although  a  breakwater  has  been  constructed 
where  the  shipping  is  supposed  to  lie  and  at  whose  wharves  loading  and  dis- 
charging arc  effected,  the  results  of  the  enterprise  have  not  cvjualcd  anticipation. 
As  far  as  the  other  open  ports  of  tlie  Republic  arc  concerned,  none  of  them  can 
compare  in  the  sltghest  degree  with  that  of  Puerto  Cabello. 
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This  favorable  circumstance  has  given  great  importance  to  the  city»  which  the 
proximity  of  Valencia  has  greatly  increased. 

For  many  years  previous  to  the  construction  of  the  railway  between  the  two 
cities,  efforts  were  made  to  accomplish  this  result  and  more  than  one  concession 
was  granted,  but  although  surveys  were  effected  and  the  line  marked  out»  no 
practical  beginning  was  made. 

Valencia  having  an  elevation  of  nearly  500  meters  above  sea  level,  it?  distance 
from  Puerto  Cabello  being  about  -^o  miles,  the  enginecr<i  at  ú^ac%  found  many 
diHicu'tie>  to  be  encountered,  ami  it  w,i?  feared  that  the  returns  ot  the  road, 
uhen  ill  ii[  cr  ition.  would  nnt  be  [proportionate  to  the  expenses  of  construction; 
but  a  companv  was  finally  organized  in  England  and  the  work  comnicnced.  One 
clause  in  the  contract  with  the  \  enczuclau  Cjovernment  was  highly  iavorahle  to 
the  company,  ihis  being  a  Government  guaranty  of  7  per  cent  upon  the  total 
cost  of  the  line.  The  road  was  opened  to  traffic  in  1886,  having  been  built  in 
a  most  solid  and  thorough  manner. 

There  are  no  places  on  the  line  between  Puerto  Cabello  and  Valencia  worthy 
of  special  description  except  Las  Frincheras»  where  a  thermal  and  sanitary 
establishment  attracts  invalids  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  even  from 
Curaçao  and  other  neighboring  islands.  However,  but  little  was  expected  from 
way  traffic,  the  road  being  especially  constructed  to  give  speedy  and  regular 
transport  10  the  coast  of  the  productions  of  the  great  agricultural  region  of 
which  Valencia  is  the  center  and  for  the  transportation  to  the  interior  of  the 
Trcrrhandisc  from  abroad  introduced  at  Puerto  Cabello.  The  earnines  of  the 
!me  have  not,  however,  equaled  what  wn*^  anticipared,  and  the  company  has 
nlrendy  heavy  claims  against  the  Government  for  arrears  of  the  guaranty  of  7 
per  cent. 

In  this  countrv,  as  in  all  others,  an  essential  to  progress  is  proper  means  of 
communication  and  transport,  and  experience  teaches  that  where  railways  are 
connrucicJ  liirough  districts  of  fertility  and  natural  resources,  whose  only 
obstacle  to  development  is  scantiness  of  population,  settlers  will  ultimately  come 
if  efforts  are  made  to  attract  them.  In  a  thinly  settled  country  like  Venezuela 
the  natives  naturally  can  not  be  counted  upon  as  settlers  or  colonizers  for  any 
particular  section,  and  if  every  rûiway  extending  into  the  interior  and  passing 
through  regions  which  invite  the  agriculturist  would  take  an  interest  in  attract* 
ing  to  the  country  and  establishing  on  or  near  the  line  of  the  road  a  number  of 
Immigrants,  it  would  soon  cease  to  complain  of  a  deficiency  of  revenue. 

On  the  line  from  Puerto  Cabello  to  Valencia  there  are  many  thousands  of 
acres  Ivine  absolutclv  idle  where  are  united  the  conditions  of  fertile  soil,  mild 
and  healthful  climate,  and  an  abundance  of  water  supply.  Had  the  company 
from  the  beginning  established  settlements  in  this  district,  its  position  to-day 
would  be  a  very  different  one. 

R,M''vays,  it  is  true,  attract  population,  but  this  population  must  be  drawn 
from  >omewhere,  and  in  the  ca-^c  of  V^enezucla  and  other  couiitries  «i  niiarly 
situated  it  mu  t  come  from  abroad.  The  Governmcnc,  moreover,  \v  ouid  most 
cheerfully  coop>craie  in  such  a  movement,  wlucli  must  naturally  redound  to  the 
public  good. 
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Although  the  Puerto  Cabello  road  docs  not  pass  through  a  country  of  so 
much  interest  as  does  the  line  from  Caracas  to  Valencia,  where,  after  leaving 
the  mountains,  villages  and  towns  folTow  each  other  in  rapid  succession, 
many  of  these  being  of  importance  and  of  historical  note,  it  is  yet  the  great 
connecting  link  between  the  central  interior  and  tlic  coast,  and  as  such  must 
some  day  more  than  realize  all  the  anticipation-  ot  its  projectors. 

Its  interests  and  those  of  the  Great  \  enc/.ucla  Railwav  arc  to  a  certain 
extent  identical,  both  having  the  same  terminus — the  city  of  Valencia.  United 
they  form  a  continuous  route  from  Puerto  Cabello,  on  the  coast,  to  Caraca^, 
the  capital  of  the  Republic,  which  is,  in  its  turn,  united  with  its  seaport. 
La  Guayra,  by  the  railway  opened  in  1883.  Thus  the  circle  is  complete  and 
the  advantages  which  must  ultimately  be  derived  from  this  achievement  of 
modern  engineering  are  obvious. 

With  the  continuance  of  peace,  which  now  seems  assured,  and  the  improve- 
ment which  is  confidently  looked  for  in  the  economic  condition  of  the  country, 
the  Puerto  Cabello  and  Valencia  Company  justly  expect  an  increase  of  business 
which  will  soon  compensate  for  past  losses,  and  there  are  sanguine  anticipations 
that  the  coming  year  may  usher  in  a  period  of  permanent  and  increasing  pros- 
perity. 
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MEXICO. 

MANUFACTURERS  PERMANENT  EXHIBITIO.N. 

Throu>^li  the  courtesy  ot  Minister  Roincro,  the  iuircau  has 
receivetl  the  prospectus  ot  the  Manufacturers  Permanent  Exhibi- 
tion recently  opened  in  the  City  ot  Mexic  o, 

This  exhibition  is  planned  antl  conducteil  very  much  on  the 
same  ideas  as  the  Philadelphia  Commercial  Museums  recently 
inaugurated  in  the  United  States.  The  main  objects  of  the 
enterprise,  as  set  forth  in  the  circular,  are  as  follows: 

First,  The  Manufacturers  Permuuciu  Commercial  Exhibition  will  collect 
sanipicî»  VI  all  the  natarul  products  of  the  seveiaî  States  of  the  Mexican  Repub- 
lic, so  that  the  manufacturer  visiting  this  country  will  have  an  excellent  oppor- 
tunity to  examine  the  raw  materials  of  the  country,  as  well  as  the  products  of 
our  national  industries,  obtaining  at  a  glance  the  most  accurate  information  that 
can  be  had. 

Second.  This  Exposition  will  serve  to  show  also  to  the  Mexican  merchants 
the  manufactures  of  the  United  States  and  Europe,  opening  by  these  means, 
constantly,  new  sources  of  trade. 

Third.  The  institution  will  promote,  by  means  of  systematic  advertising, 
new  commercial  relations  between  the  foreign  manufacturer  and  the  merchants 
of  our  country,  not  only  with  those  established  in  the  City  of  Mexico,  but 
with  all  the  merchants  of  the  Republic  ;  the  intention  of  this  enterprise  being 
to  e^tablish  branches  in  all  the  larger  cities  of  the  country. 

Fourth.  The  displav  of  foreign-mrinufacrured  articles  will  certaini'."  iiuîure 
anti  encourage  the  nierchatu>  of  our  Rcpu'nlîc  to  desire  further  informatiun, 
which  will  be  promptly  fur:inhcd  by  lIk-  management  uf  ihc  exhibition,  ba&cd 
upon  the  data  received  trom  the  manufacturer  or  exhibitor  directly. 

Fifth.  The  Manufacturers  Permanent  Commercial  Exhibition  will  also,  at 
rery  little  expense  to  the  exhibitor,  address  their  advertisements  and  circulars 
to  interested  parties  ^eprc^clItinl:  in  the  ditfcrctu  cities  and  towns  of  the  Republic 
the  It  arious  branche»  üi  trade,  and  will  Jcvoic  cnc-cightli  ot  a  page  advertise- 
ment in  the  official  publication,  which  will  be  issued  gratis  to  the  merchants  and 
tradesmen  of  the  country.  This  advertisement  will  be  free  to  all  exhibitors 
occupying  space  valued  at  not  less  than  one  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 

Through  the  nu^liuni  and  :i<i;ency  oí  this  Exhibition,  nianuiac- 
turers  in  the  I'nited  States  may  place  on  sale,  or  exhibit,  samples 
of  their  goods,  thus  bringing  them  directly  to  the  attention  of 
Mexican  buyers  and  merchants*  Samples  put  on  exhibition  by 
manuácturers  will  have  their  prices  marked  upon  them,  so  that 
Mexican  merchants  will  be  able  to  compare  them  with  similar 
anieles  furnished  by  Eun^an  and  other  merchants. 
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One  kature  of  the  Exhibition  is  the  Bureau  of  Intormacion, 
designed  to  give  general  intbnmtion  of  a  commercial  nature, 
embodying  reports  showing  the  origin  of  goods,  demand  and 
supply,  discounts  allowed,  import  duties,  manner  of  packing, 
trade-marks,  patent  laws,  and,  in  fact,  all  information  appertaining 
tu  the  specific  articles  otiered  tor  sale.  It  will  also  hirnish  nianu- 
tacturers  \\  ho  may  desire  to  establish  branch  manufactories  in  Mex- 
ico with  all  information  in  regard  to  commercial  statistics  of  the 
country,  speciiying  those  branches  of  manufacture  which  require 
concessions  from  the  Government,  and  also  those  which  are 
entitled  by  law  to  certain  privileges,  and  exemption  from  taxation. 

The  expenses  incident  to  the  exhibition  of  goods  are  stated  as 


follows: 

Pnct  of  s^tac€. 

i'er  month. 

Centra]  i»!a<;^  show  cases  . .  .square  foot . .  $6,00 

Murai  glubs  biiuw  cases  do.  .  .  .  ^.oo 

Inside  of  halls,  wall  display  do. . . .  z.oo 

Outside  of  halls,  under  roof  wall,  displays  do   1.50 

Small  machinery  under  roof^  not  to  exceed  10  feet  do. . . .  1.00 

L  arge  machinery,  over  10  feet  space,  under' roof  do  75 

Agricultural  implements,  wagons,  etc  do  50 


Twenty-five  per  cent  of  the  total  year's  subscription  will  be 
required  to  be  paid  in  advance  as  entrance  fee,  the  balance  to 
be  paid  in  monthly  in'^ralhnents.  Manuhu nircrs  who  di»  not  pay 
one  hundred  dollars  yearly  tor  their  exhibits  will  be  required  to 
pay  the  expenses  incident  to  addressing  circulars,  advertisements 
in  the  Exhibition  joumaU  at  prices  to  be  agreed  upon. 

Freight  and  delivery  expense  of  goods  to  the  exhibition  build- 
ing will  be  paid  by  the  exhibitors.  Import  duties  will  be  col- 
lected bv  the  Mexican  custom-house  officials  the  same  as  if  for 
goods  introduced  into  the  Republic  ior  ^ale,  unless  exhibitors 
request  the  management  in  advance  to  arrange  tor  the  goods  to 
be  adnutted  as  bonded  merchandise. 

This  enterprise  is  under  the  direction  of  Señor  Luis  Silíceo,  in 
the  capacity  of  general  manager,  and  has  received  the  recognition 
and  approval  of  President  Diaz,  Señor  Don  Matias  Romero, 
minister  at  Washington,  and  other  prominent  officials  of  the 
Mexican  Government. 

Dctailctl  inù)rniaric)n  may  he  obtained  by  addressing  General  Man- 
ager Señor  Luis  Silíceo,  J  aurez  avenue,  No.  232,  City  of  Mexico. 
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RELACÍONES  COMERCÍALES  EN  AMÉRICA. 

AI  considerar  las  relaciones  comerciales  de  los  Estados  Unidos 
con  los  países  latino-americanos  y  la  posibilidad  de  que  obtengan 

mavor  (it- .-^arrollo  en  lo  tuturo,  un  lu  cho  (jiic  dchile  lucgí)  llania  la 
atfiifinn  «  s  la  iniportancMa  de  l.i  cuorion  {j[eop!:rnfira.  Con  respecto 
á  la  tacilidad  de  comunicaciones  con  los  Pistados  Unidos,  ios  men- 
cionados países  figuran  en  el  orden  siguiente  :  Kn  primer  lugar, 
México  ;  en  segundo,  las  Antillas  ;  en  tercero,  la  América  Central  ; 
en  cuarto,  la  costa  de  la  América  del  Sur  sobre  el  Atlántico  ;  y 
en  quinta  la  costa  del  Pacífico. 

Siendo  México  el  país  que  se  encuentra  más  inmediato  al  terri- 
torio de  los  Estados  Unidos,  se  ha  vuelto  de  mucho  más  íacil 
acrtM»  para  nuestros  más  imp()iraiU(  s  centros  comerciales  con  la 
reciente  construcciuu  de  nuevas  vías  terreas  y  con  el  aumento  de 
las  comunicaciones  por  vapores.  Las  Antillas  se  hallan  en  rela- 
ciones estrechas  con  los  Estados  Unidos  por  medio  de  líneas  de 
navegación  y  quedan  muy  inmediatas  á  nuestros  puertos  del  sur. 
En  la  costa  de  la  América  Central  sobre  el  Atlántico,  el  comercio 
con  Nueva  Orleans  y  otras  ciudades  de  este  país  continúa  desarro- 
llándose sin  interrupción  alguna.  Kste  importante  territorio  en- 
(M'.entra  en  lo^  Kstados  Unidos  su  mercadí>  natural.  Los  países 
arriba  citado-,  á  >>ah<  r:  Mf^xico,  las  .Antillas  y  la  .Xmérica  Central, 
gravitarán  naturalmente  más  y  más  cada  día  hacia  su  inmediato 
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Vfciiu),  los  Estados  Unidos.  taiUi)  [xira  proveerse  di-  artírulos  ivi  inu- 
facturados,  como  de  víveres,  si  las  rclacionef?  con  ellos  se  íonu  ¡itan 
y  si  se  procura  con  actividad  é  intcii<j:<  nc  ia  atraerlos  á  nuestros 
mercados.  Esta  parte  del  comercio  dt  la  América  latina  ditícil- 
mente  escaparía  á  nuestros  esfuerzos,  si  luchamos  por  alcanzarla. 
Pero  es,  propiamente  hablando,  en  la  América  del  Sur  donde  la 
Europa  se  encuentra  realmente  atrincherada.  Es  allí  donde  los 
Estados  Unidos  deben  enfrentarse  á  sus  rivales  en  el  comercio  y 
tratar  de  combatir  las  desventajas  (juc  desde  luego  se  oírcccn  á  los 
ojos  (!<■  cuaUjuicra  (]ue  examine  el  asunto.  Permítaseme  llamar 
la  atención  de  mis  lectores,  aunque  ligeramente,  á  los  datos  más 
recientes  sobre  e!  monto  de  nuestro  tráñco  con  los  países  men* 
cionados. 

Según  los  últimos  informes  consulares,  el  comercio  de  los 
Estados  Unidos  con  México  aumenta  en  una  ¡)ro{x)rción  que 
promete  pingües  resultados,  si  se  trabaja  con  más  energía  en  ese 

sentido.  1  )urante  el  año  de  189 J  los  listados  Unidos  exporta- 
ron para  Mexico  mercailerías  por  valor  de  $17,000,000,  próxima- 
mente, ó  casi  tanto  como  lo  que  México  importó  de  la  Gran 
Bretaña,  Francia  y  Alemania  juntas.  En  el  año  siguiente  (1896) 
las  compras  de  México  en  los  Estados  Unidos  aumentaron 
$4,000,000,  mientras  que,  á  su  vez,  México  no  pudo  quejarse 
de  Mtz  de  liberalidad  por  nuestra  parte  en  cuanto  á  lo  que  á 
ella  le  compramos.  Durante  el  año  fiscal  que  terminó  el  30  de 
junio  de  1895,10s  Estados  Unidos  compraron  en  Mexico  mercan- 
cías por  valor  de  más  de  $1  j^,ooo,ooo,  ó  sea  casi  $4,000,000  más 
de  lo  que  de  sus  productos  le  compraron  la  òran  Bretaña,  l'nin- 
cia,  Alemania  y  España  combinadas.  Natural  parece  que  si  los 
Estados  Unidos  compran  á  México  mucho  más  que  esos  otros 
países,  también  le  vendan  en  la  misma  proporción.  Si  esto  no  su- 
cede ahora,  se  debe  en  gran  parte  á  la  falta  de  actividad  para 
conseguirlo,  actividad  sin  la  cual  se  hará  díficil  apresurar  la 
tlecadencia,  \a  maní  tiesta,  del  poder  cunitrcial  dv  In^^laterra,  Ale- 
mania y  Francia,  tlesdc  hace  largo  tiempo  <  >rahlecido  en  nuestra 
republica  hermana  y  todavía  (closo  de  sus  intereses.  Buena  es  la 
oportunidad  (]ue  se  nf)s  presenta.  La  animadversión  que  los  mex- 
icanos sentían  hacia  los  Estados  Unidos,  resultado  de  la  guerra 
de  hace  medio  siglo,  ha  desaparecido  casi  por  completo,  y  bajo 
la  sabia  y  enérgica  administración  del  Presidente  Díaz  se  cultivan 


biyiiizoa  by  Google 


BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


47 


cuidadosamente  más  estrechas  relaciones  con  este  país.  £1  capital^ 
el  espíritu  de  empresa  y  la  industria  de  los  Estados  Unidos  se 
dirigen  constantemente  hacia  México,  y  las  relaciones  comer- 
ciales entre  los  dos  países  tomarán  dentro  de  pocos  años  un 
gran  incremento,  si  no  viene  á  estorbarlo  algún  acontecimiento 
desgraciiulo. 

El  tráhco  con  las  Antillas  ha  sufrido  seriamente  durante  los 
últimos  dos  años,  como  era  de  esperarse,  con  motivo  de  la  insu- 
rrr(  ción  en  Cuba.  Al  comparar  los  datos  suministrados  por  la 
Tesorería  de  los  Estados  Unidos  en  1895  y  1896,  se  observa  que, 
en  un  año,  hubo  una  diminución  de  más  de  $12,000,000  en  nues- 
tras importaciones  de  Cuba  y  de  más  de  $5,000,000  en  nuestras 
exportaciones  para  acjuella  ¡¿la.  Comparados  los  datos  que  se 
refieren  á  i8c)4  con  los  de  1896,  se  nota  que  hubo  en  este  último 
año  una  diminue  ion  de  más  de  $25,000,000  en  importaciones  y  de 
cerca  de  $  1 3,000,000  en  exportaciones.  En  condiciones  normales, 
Cuba  casi  no  reconoce  otro  mercado  para  sus  productos  que 
ios  Estados  Unidos,  y  si  tuviéramos  convenios  de  reciprocidad 
apropiados,  la  venta  de  nuestras  manu&cturas  podría  aumentarse 
alli  considerablemente.  El  capital  americano  invertido  en 
Cuba  representa  ya  una  inmensa  suma,  y  con  el  restablecimiento 
de  la  paz  )  el  orden  en  aquella  isla,  el  desarrollo  en  gran  escala  de 
lo^  intereses  de  los  Estados  Unidos  no  sería  más  que  una  cuestión 
de  tiempo. 

Las  mismas  consideraciones  son  más  6  menos  aplicables  á  las 
otras  Antillas.  Las  colonias  británicas^  por  ejemplo,  con  excepción 
de  Jamaica,  negocian  más  con  los  Estados  Unidos  que  con  la 
madre  patria,  y  nuestro  país  es  su  principal  mercado.   En  Jamaica 

las  cosas  están  tomando  un  pro  favorable  á  los  Estados  Unidos. 
"Hasta  hare  niuv  {)uci»s  año-,"  dice  el  Cónsul  americano  en 
Kingiston,  con  techa  26  de  setiembre  de  1896.  '  los  Kstados 
Unidos  no  podían  competir  con  Inglaterra  en  el  trático  de  manu- 
tac  turas.  Hoy  nuestro  país  da  muestras  de  que  se  sobrepondrá 
á  ella." 

De  los  países  centro-americanos,  ninguno  ofrece  un  ejemplo 
tan  evidente  de  la  tendencia  general  del  tráfico  hacia  los  Estados 

Unidos,  como  Belize  (British  Honduras).  Siendo  una  colonia 
bnr.inir.i,  lo  natural  es  (jue  prefiriera  los  productos  ingleses.  Sin 
embargo,  según  iníormc  reciente  del  Cónsul  de  los  Estados 
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Unidos  en  aquel  lugar,  **casi  todo  el  aumento  en  las  importa» 
Clones  durante  el  año  de  189^,  comparadas  con  las  del  año  ante> 

rior,  tuc,  omitiendo  á  México,  de  los  Estados  Unidos."  Opina 
el  Consul  americano  (iiic,  "el  aumento  prohahltinente  continuará, 
porque  los  habitantes  se  act)stumbran  cada  día  más  al  uso  de 
nuestros  productos.  La  calidad  superior  de  estos,  "dice  aquel 
empleado,''  y  la  comunicación  rápida  y  frecuente  entre  los  dos  paí- 
ses nos  ofrecen  una  gran  ventaja/'  Un  hecho  de  gran  significa- 
ción por  lo  que  toca  á  la  estrechez  de  las  relaciones  comerciales 
entre  los  Estados  Unidos  y  Belize,  es  el  haber  esta  colonia 
adoptado,  desde  hace  dos  años,  el  peso  de  oro  americano  como 
unitlad  monetaria. 

**  En  Costa  Rica,'*  nos  lo  dice  un  cónsul  británico,  "'loí,  hechos 
demuestran  que  los  Estados  Unidos  y  la  Alemania  han  ido  poco 
á  poco  dejando  atrás  á  la  Inglaterra."  No  se  nos  cuenta  cual 
ha  sido  la  ganancia  ó  la  pérdida  relativa,  pero  la  conclusión  á 
que  se  ha  llegado  es  satisíactoría. 

Los  Estados  Unidos  exportaron  á  Guatemala  en  1895  $400,000 
más  que  Alemania  y  medio  millón  más  que  la  Gran  Bretaña. 
Con  esfuerzos  bien  dirigido:^,  podríamos  reducir  á  una  cantkl.ui 
insignificante  el  tráfico  de  todos  los  países  europeos  juhtos  con 
aquella  república. 

Los  cónsules  de  los  Estados  Unidos  en  Nicaragua  informan 
que,  aunque  las  introducciones  en  aquel  país  llegan  solamente  á 
$3,000,000  por  año,  el  consumo  de  manuÊicturas  americanas 
podria  aumentarse  considerablemente.  En  la  actualidad  la  expor- 
tación é  importación  se  hallan  equiparada^  habiendo  sido  en  1896 
comO'de  un  millón  doscit  ntos  cincuenta  mil  pesos  cada  una. 

Con  lo  expuc-ro  basta  quizá  para  demostrar  qiu*  los  [xnses 
bañados  por  el  Mar  Caribe,  así  como  las  islas  que  en  el  se  encuen- 
tran, han  sido  los  primeros,  como  era  de  preverlo,  en  adaptarse  á 
condiciones  que  tienden  á  la  tórmación  de  una  alianza  comer- 
cial con  los  Estados  Unidos.  A  mi  juicio,  la  tarea  de  atraerlos 
por  completo  hacia  este  país  será  muy  fácil,  si  sabemos  hacer  uso 
de  las  oportunidades  que  se  presentan.  Pero  no  se  debe  esperar 
la  r<  ali/ación  dv  rales  resnlrailos  si  nos  liiniranu)í>  á  aguardar  (^ue 
Vengan  por  si  solo^.  Loi  cu^upeo•^  no  dejarían  de  aprox echar, 
como  lo  han  hecíio  siem[)re,  tamaña  negligencia  por  parre  nuestra. 
Sun  celosos,  activos  y  experimentados  y  no  ignoran  que  las 
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probabilidades  están  de  tal  suerte  contra  ellos,  que  solamente 
nuestro  abandono  ó  nuestra  indiíerencia  les  permitiria  impedir  que 
ese  tráfico  abandonara  un  derrotero  artificial  y  tomara  el  que  la 
naturaleza  le  ha  señalado.  Para  los  Estados  Unidos  el  éxito  no 
es  dudoso,  si  saben  aprovechar  la  ocasión,  pero  si  no  obran  con 
actividad,  puede  escapárseles  de  las  manos. 

Cviuiulo  diiiginius  más  allá  nuestras  nui.idas,  esto  es,  hacia 
el  continente  suramericano,  la  per^pec  riva  t-s  asiniisnu)  halaga- 
dora. Allí  también  los  Estados  Unidos  gozan  de  algunas  ven- 
teas, aunque  bajo  rl  punto  de  vista  geográfico,  no  son  tan  gran- 
des. Una  ojeada  al  mapa  demuestra  que  la  costa  oriental  de 
la  America  del  Sur  está  más  cerca  del  Viejo  Mundo  que  de 
esa  parte  del  Nuevo  que  ocupan  los  Estados  Unidos.  Una  línea 
recta  tirada  de  Nueva  York  con  dirección  al  sur,  iría  á  tocar  con 
al^n'in  punto  t¿n  la  costa  del  Perú,  lo  rii  otras  palabras,  (juiere 
dvvir  íjue  hi  mayor  parte  del  conrincntc  Miraiiicricaiio  quccla  al 
í>ricnte  de  esa  línea.  Según  las  cartas  de  navegar,  hechas  por  la 
Ühcina  Hidrográfica  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  y  en  las  cuales  está 
señalado  el  derrotero  que  siguen  los  navios  á  vapor,  Pernambuco, 
puerto  del  Brasil,  dista  de  Nueva  York  3,700  millas  marítimas, 
y  solamente  200  millas  más  de  Plymouth,  en  Inglaterra.  De 
Sierra  Leona  queda  á  1,600,  y  á  menor  distancia  de  las  Islas 
de  Cabo  \  erde.  De  Pernambuco  á  Li^^bua  hay  3,200  milhis. 
Rio  Janeiro  dista  de  Neuva  York  4,700  millas  inarítiínas. 
Buenos  Anv»  <¿ucda  más  mil  millas  marítiinas  más  di.stante. 
Vemos,  pues,  qac,  geográ he  amenté  hablando,  son  muy  pequeñas 
las  ventajas  de  los  Estados  Unidos  sobre  Europa,  en  lo  que  á  la 
costa  oriental  de  la  América  del  Sur  se  refiere.  Por  lo  que  hace  á 
la  parte  del  norte,  incluyendo  Colombia,  Venezuela  y  las  Gua- 
yanas,  dichas  ventajas  son  más  aparentes  y  las  condiciones  de 
que  se  habló  relativamente  al  tráfico  con  los  países  bañados  por  el 
ni  ir  Caribe,  pueden  a[iUcarse,  más  ó  menos,  á  <  sra  parte  del  lita- 
raí  >uramcricano.  Pero  la  costa  oriental,  comprendiendo  en  esta 
expresión  al  Brasil,  á  la  Rcjnihlica  Argentina  y  al  Uruguay,  que- 
da mucho  más  lejos  de  los  Estados  Unidos  y  mucho  más  cerca  de 
Europa  de  lo  que  nos  parece. 

Siendo  casi  iguales  las  condiciones  geográficas,  no  es  de  sorpren- 

der  que  los  europeos  hayan  ejercido  hasta  ahora  tanto  dominio 

sobre  el  comercio  suramericano.    Hablando  en  general,  los 
BalL  No.  1—^ 
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Estados  Unidos  compran  anualmente  á  la  América  del  Sur  por 
valor  de  ciento  diez  á  ciento  cincuenta  millones  de  pesos  de  sus 
productos,  y  le  venden  por  valor  de  menos  de  $40,000,000  de  los 
suyos.  En  diez  años  el  aumento  de  la  exportación  de  los  Estados 
Unidos  á  la  América  del  Sur  ha  sido  solamente  de  $6,000,000, 
mientras  que  el  aumento  de  lo  que  de  allá  hemos  importado  ha 
sido  cinco  veces  mayor.  Muchos  obstáculos  se  presentan  para  c^ue 
los  Estados  Unidos  puedan  competir  con  Kuropa  tn  el  tráfico  sur- 
americano,  tales  como  la  costumbre,  liace  tiempo  establecida,  de 
emplear  artículos  europeos,  las  ^cilidades  de  negociaciones  ban- 
carias y  de  trasportaciones,  y  los  grandes  capitales  europeos  inver- 
tidos allá;  pero  todos  estos  inconvenientes  pueden  ser  superados 
por  medio  de  esfuerzos  activos  y  bien  combinados.  He  llamado 
con  especialidad  la  atención  hacia  la  parte  gcoo^áfica  del  pro 
blema,  porcpic  ella  nos  enseña  que  en  la  costa  orient.il  los  Estados 
Unidos  gozan  de  }H)cas  ventajas,  si  t  s  que  gozan  de  algunas,  en  lo 
reterente  á  transportaciones,  y  que  deben  estar  listos  para  cníren- 
tarse  en  condiciones  iguales  á  los  Ingleses,  Alemanes,  Franceses  é 
Italianos. 

Es  diferente  lo  que  sucede  en  la  costa  occidental.  Basta  echar 
una  mirada  sobre  el  mapa,  para  ver  (¡ue  se  va  en  línea  recta  de 
Nueva  York  al  Istmo  de  Panamá.    Si  un  canal  interoceánico 

llega  á  construirse  por  una  cualquiera  de  las  rutas  propuestas, 
Nueva  ^  c)^k.  \  Nueva  Orleans  quedarán  en  conumicación  tacil 
y  directa  con  toda  la  costa  de  M<  xic d,  la  América  Central  y  la 
del  Sur  sobre  el  Pacítico,  Ya  San  Francisco  goza,  por  su  puesto, 
de  esas  ventajas,  y  con  un  canal  á  través  del  Istmo,  tendría  tam- 
bién una  inmejorable  comunicación  por  agua  con  el  mar  Caribe. 

Un  examen  detenido  del  mapa  demuestra,  con  toda  claridad, 
que  cada  sección  de  los  Estados  Unidos  se  halla  más  ó  menos 
inttrtsula  en  el  tráfico  latino-americano.  San  Francisco  no  lo 
está  ni( nos  (|ue  Nueva  York.  Filadélfia,  Boston,  Baltimore,  y 
otros  puertos  ilel  litoral  aohre  el  Atlántico.  Lo  que  á  Nueva 
Orleans,  Galveston,  Mobile,  á  toda  la  ( osta  del  Golto,  en  fin,  le 
va  en  el  desarrollo  de  este  tráfico  es  desde  luego  muy  obvio.  San 
Luis,  Chicago,  Cincinnati,  Cleveland,  Louisville,  Indianapolis, 
Detroit,  Kansas  City,  Omaha,  Denver,  Minneapolis  y  St  Paul, 
se  prometen  mucho,  y  con  justicia,  de  ese  comercio  tan  importante. 
Poderosas  razones  naturales  existen  para  prever  que  el  tráfico  de 
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casi  toda  la  América-Latina  se  encaminará  á  este  país,  y  la  supe- 
rioridad de  muchas  manutkcturas  americanas  es  un  incentivo  para 
tratar  de  competir  aún  con  las  más  adelantadas  naciones  industria- 
les de  Europa.    De  todas  las  partes  del  globo  nos  llegan  pruebas 
evidentes  de  la  buena  aceptación  que  han  alcanzado  las  manuiac- 
turas  americanas,  especialmente  los  géneros  de  algodón,  la  maqui- 
naria, los  instrumentos  de  agricultura,  la  quincallería,  las  herramien- 
tas de  arttbano,  los  muebles,  el  calzatlo  y  toda  clase  de  artículos 
de  cuero.  Citan-,  como  un  ejemplo  si^nihcativo  en  cuanto  al  tráfico 
con  la  Amcrica-Latina,  el  numero  del  ''Board  oí  Trade  Journal," 
de  Londres,  correspondiente  al  mes  de  mayo,  en  el  cual  se  registra 
!a  confesión,  hecha  por  un  cónsul  británico,  de  que  las  herramientas 
americanas  para  construcciones  son  preferidas  en  el  Perú  á  las 
inglesas,  debido  á  que  **son  hechas  con  más  esmero,  son  más 
baratas  y  las  empacan  mejor."    Cerraduras,  aradas  de  mano  y 
a(  (  ro  en  hoja  también  se  introducen  al  Perú  de  los  Estados 
L nidos,  con  exclusión  de  igvialcs  artículos  de  tabricación  inglesa. 

Pero  á  fin  de  aprovechar,  como  se  debe,  las  v  entajas  que  se  nos 
presentan,  hay  que  hacer  esfuerzos  sistemáticos.  Los  Estados 
Unidos  no  pueden  prometerse  una  rica  cosecha  si  antes  no  culti- 
van el  terreno  cuidadosamente.  La  manera  como  aquellos  esfuer- 
zos deben  hacerse,  es  asunto  que  hay  que  dejar  á  la  habilidad  de 
los  fabricantes  y  exportadores  y  á  las  diversas  organizaciones  que 
los  represt  :uaii.  I  J  objeto  que  la  oficina  de  las  Repúblicas  Ameri- 
c  ina>  tií-nc  á  la  mira  es  preparar  el  camino  para  llegar  al  fin  que  se 
desea,  promoviendo  relaciones  más  estreciias  entre  los  países  latino- 
americanos y  entre  éstos  y  los  Estados  Unidos,  así  como  recogiendo 
informes  de  utilidad  práctica  y  comunicándolos  á  los  interesados. 
Me  es  altamente  satisÊictorîo  poder  asegurar  que,  durante  las  últi- 
mas semanas,  he  tenido  la  buena  suerte  de  recibir  abundantes 
pruebas  del  interés  que  las  repúblicas  hermanas  se  toman  en  esta 
grande  obra  y  de  la  cordial  cooprrarióii  y  a\  uda  de  sus  di>tiíi- 
guidos  n  presentantes  en  los  Estados  Unidos,  cpic  han  formulado 
planes  á  fin  de  ensanchar  el  círculo  de  sus  operaciones,  de  coníor- 
midad  con  lo  dispuesto  por  la  Conferencia  Internacional  Ameri- 
cana que,  bajo  el  genio  magistral  de  James  G.  Blaine,  estuvo 
reunida  en  Washington  desde  el  2  de  octubre  de  1889  hasta  el  19 
de  abril  de  1890. 

Se  recordará  que  al  inaugurarse  la  Conferencia,  él  se  expresó 
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así:  "  No  se  debe  esperar  tjuc  olvitlciiios  cjue  un  destino  común 
nos  ha  hecho  habitantes  de  dos  continentes  que,  después  de 
pasados  cuatro  siglos^  son  todavía  mirados  allende  los  mares 
como  el  Nuevo  Mundo.  Situaciones  idénticas  despiertan  idén- 
ticas simpatías  é  imponen  deberes  idénticos.  Nos  reunimos  aquí 
con  la  ñrme  creencia  de  que  las  naciones  de  América  deben  y 
pueden  ayudarse  más  las  unas  á  las  otras  de  lo  que  lo  hacen  en  la 
actualulaii,  y  con  la  convicción  de  que  cada  una  reportará  \iiua- 
jas  y  provecho  del  mavor  desarrollo  de  >u»  rtlarion<  s  cou  las 
otras.  Creemos  que  nuestras  comunicaciones  por  mar  deberían 
ser  más  írecuentes  y  que  no  está  lejana  la  época  en  que  las  líneas 
de  ferrocarril  del  norte  y  del  sur  se  juntarán  en  el  Istmo  y 
unirán,  por  medio  de  vías  férreas^  los  intereses  políticos  y  comer» 
cíales  de  todos  los  capitales  de  America.  Mucho  habremos 
ganado  el  día  que  hayamos  adquirido  esa  confianza  mútua  sobre 
la  cual  descansa  la  amistad  entre  las  naciones.  Pero  más  habre- 
mos ganado  aún  cuando  hayamos  estrechado  íntimamente  las  rela- 
ciones entre  todos  los  pueblos  de  America,  y  esto  se  laciütará  con 
más  frecuentes  y  rápidas  comunicaciones.  N  uestro  mayor  triunfo 
será  t^uaíido  las  relaciones  individuaU"^  y  comcrt  ialc  -  de  los 
estados  americanos,  tanto  al  norte  como  al  sur,  se  havan  de 
tai  suerte  desarrollado  y  regularizado,  que  cada  uno  reporte  las 
mayores  ventajas  posibles  de  sus  relaciones  con  los  otros.  ' 

De  acuerdo  con  este  elevado  modo  de  pensar,  se  fundó  la  Oñcina 
de  las  Repúblicas  Americanas  para  servir  de  agencia  en  la  gran 
obra  que  se  preparaba.  El  acta  de  su  organización  fué  adoptada 
por  la  Conferencia  el  14  de  abril  de  i8i>o,  de  conformidad  con 
el  informe  presentado  por  los  Señores  José  Alfokso,  de  Chile; 
Matías  Romero,  de  México;  Nicanor  Bolft-Pkraza.  de  \  ene- 
zuela;  Salvador  pe  Mendonça,  del  Brasil:  y  Enrkh  i  <  i.  1  )avís 
y  Carlos  R.  1  lint,  de  los  Ksrado-  l'nidos.  i)c  lo>  ilii  z  )  ocho 
^ol>}ernos  repre<(  nta(h)>,  íodo-v  los  (pie  s<-  hallaron  presentes,  que 
tueron  cactore.  votaron  en  tavor  del  establecimiento  de  la  Oficina. 
Helos  aquí:  República  Ar¿;entina,  Bolivia,  Brasil,  Chile,  Colom- 
bia, Costa  Rica,  riuatemala,  Honduras.  México.  Nicaragua,  Para- 
guay, Perú,  Estados  Unidos  y  Venezuela,  El  Ecuador,  Haití,  el 
Salvador  y  el  Uruguay  no  se  hallaban  en  aquel  momento  repre» 
sentados  en  la  Conferencia;  pero  todos  estos  países  dieron  enton* 
ees  y  han  seguido  dando  su  aposo  á  la  Oñcina,  así  como  le  han 
otorgado  su  reconocimiento  oñcial. 
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Si  permanecemos  fíeles  á  los  propósitos  con  que  esta  Oñcina 
fué  fundada;  si  en  su  administración  se  obra  con  la  diligencia  que 
eUa  requiere,  teniendo  sólo  á  la  mira  el  provecho  pura  todos;  si 
se  cuenta  siempre  con  la  cíxjperación  de  la  Coinistón  Ejec  utiva, 
á  <[u<  dcjo  hecho  referencia,  abrigo  la  más  proíunda  convicción 
de  que  esta  Oficina  será  pronto  lo  que  se  deseaba  cpie  tuera,  una 
gran  agencia,  manejada  de  una  manera  práctica,  para  promo\  er 
el  comercio  y  las  relaciones  amistosas  entre  las  repúblicas  del 
hemisferio  occidental  y  las  colonias  europeas  en  la  América  del 
Sur  y  en  el  Mar  de  las  Antillas.    A  este  fin  dirigiré  mis  mejores 
estuerzos,  y  en  obra  tan  benéfica  }•  patriótica  creo  que  puedo 
contar  con  la  sincera  cooperación  de  todos  los  Americanos.  Ten- 
gamos por  móvil  y  por  inspiración  ''ese  patriotismo  «pie  es  la  base 
de  la  traternidad  entre  las  naciones."  ha-^ta  que  no  le  ha)  amos  tlado 
**un  impulso  superior  á  cuanto  el  mundo  ha  podido  ver  jamás." 
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INAUGURACIÓN   DE  LOS  MUSEOS  DE  FILA- 
DÉLFIA, 

EI  día  dos  de  junio  el  Presidente  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  acom* 

panado  «.le  algunos  de  los  miembros  del  Gabinete,  de  los  ministros 
de  México, del  Brasil,  de  Chile,  de  \  rnezuela,dc  Suiza,  del  Ecua- 
dor, de  la  República  Argentina,  de  Corea,  de  China  y  de  Costa 
Rica,  y  de  los  representantes  de  las  cámaras  de  comercio  de  varias 
naciones  americanas,  inauguro  solemnemente  los  Museos  de  Fila- 
délfia, pronunciando  en  esta  ocasión  el  discurso  siguiente  : 

Señ'ORas  y  Señores:  La  reunión  de  un  número  tan  considera- 
ble de  representantes  de  los  grandes  intereses  comerciales  é  indus- 
triales, nacionales  y  extranjeros,  es  un  acontecimiento  tan  raro  que 
dá  á  esta  ceremonia  un  carácter  indeleble.  Cámaras  y  comités  de 
comercio,  jetes  de  municipalidades  y  gobernadores  de  los  Esta- 
dos se  encuentran  reunidos  con  los  delegados  de  quince  otras 
naciones  para  demostrar  la  importancia  ligada  á  esta  empresa. 

Cada  una  de  las  Repúblicas  hermanas  de  este  continente  está 
representada  aquí  por  su  ministro  y  algunas  de  ellas  por  nume- 
rosas delegaciones  de  distinguidos  ciudadanos  que  han  hecho 
largos  viajes  y  grandes  sacrificios  para  tomar  partir  en  esta  ñesta 
memorable.  Nosotros  saludamos  á  todos  ellos  de  corazón  y  les 
damos  la  bienvenida. 

Una  reunión  tal  que  esta  no  puede  tener  un  objeto  vano. 
Tanto  los  intereses  nacionales  é  internacionales,  como  la  deferen- 
cia que  los  pueblos  '=ie  deben  los  irnos  á  los  otros,  han  contribuido 
á  sil  rxiro:  pero  su  carartcr  iiniplio  y  distinguido  ha  nacido  de  la 
profunda  convicción  (juc  poseen  p;iisc>  representados  de  las 
ventaja^  (]ne  roul taran  de  este  movimiento  hoy  iniciado,  para  sus 
relaciones  comt  reiales. 

Kl  objeto  declarado  de  los  Museos  de  P'iladelfia  es  de  ayudar 
al  desarrollo  de  la  prosperidad  comercial  é  industrial.  No  podría- 
mos emplear  nuestras  tuerzas  en  causa  más  digna.  Ñachi  es  más 
laudable  que  tratar  de  ensanchar  el  c  omercio  á  nuevos  mercados, 
de  abrir  otros  campos  á  la  actividad  y  de  crear  más  tac  i  les  condi- 
ciones de  vida  para  el  pueblo.  Un  tal  estuer/o  merece  la  aproba- 
ción inmediata  de  todos  los  amigos  de  la  humanidad,  pues  ahí 
están  ligados  la  prosperidad  del  más  humilde  trabajador  y  el  bien- 
estar de  las  familias^ 
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Este  movimiento  se  inaugura  con  lincas  anchas  y  progresivas. 
\  ñ<  aiiTores  y  promotores  creen  que  las  condiciones  del  comercio 
internacional  piH-dcn  ser  directamente  nmejoradas  por  un  estudio 
siblt  n^ático  \  ticiiiosrradas  por  mctodos  ricuríhcos.     l'.l  distinguido 
grupo  iic  personas  que  idearon  esta  organización  m:  ha  servido  de 
verdades  económicas  y  se  prepara  á  llevarlas  á  buen  fin.  El 
generoso  sosten  de  este  grupo  aumentará  la  utilidad  de  esta 
organización. 

Una  empresa  de  industria  nacional  abre  camino  á  otras.  Una 
exposición  como  esta  e^  il  nii^nio  tiempo  una  enseñanza  y  una 
inspiración;  concentra  la  atención  del  pueblo,  ensancha  sus  ideas, 
aumenta  su  confianza,  anima  el  espíritu  de  cooperación  amistosa 
y  de  emulación,  despierta  una  noble  ambición  y  estimula  los 
esfuerzos  en  la  utilización  de  todas  las  fuerzas  y  procedimientos  de 
producción. 

La  Exposición  Universal  Colombina  de  Chicago  fué  un  pre^ 
cedente  á  esta  contribución,  menos  general,  pero  más  ñja  al  pro- 
greso económico  del  mundo.  Varios  objetos  expuestos  en  Chicago 
se  conservan  aquí  y  se  ha  aumentado  de  una  manera  tan  inteli- 
gente la  colección  que  la  dirección  de  los  Museos  de  Filadélfia 
puede  estar  satisfecha  de  que  su  exposición  es  la  más  completa  y 
extensa  de  su  género  en  esta  fecha. 

Xo  solamente  se  ha  hecho  una  admirable  d»  nu)st ración  de  los 
productos  y  del  progreso  de  este  país,  sino  también  de  los  de  todas 
las  Repúblicas  Americanas.  Se  ha  dado  el  ejemplo  de  hacer 
cambios  y  cooperar  amistosamente  y  con  mutua  ventaja,  lo  cual 
ayuda  enormemente  no  solo  á  los  intereses  comerciales,  sino  á  la 
deíerencia  y  á  la  buena  voluntad  entre  estas  nat  iones. 

Y  la  buena  voluntad  precede  al  buen  comercio. 

El  productor  v  el  con.^uniiilor  de  los  dos  continentes  están  aquí 
pue-tos  en  contacto  y  enseñados  á  trabajar  juntos  en  íavor  de  la 
rique/a  t oniun.  Para  abrir  nuevas  vias  y  conducir  los  negocios 
en  mas  or  \  mas  favorable  escala,  el  mnnuíacturador  debe  tener  la 
oportunid;ul  de  conocer  bien  la  naturaleza  de  las  mercancías  que 
el  consul iiiiior  desea.  Así  como  también  el  consumidor  tendrá 
oportunidad  de  exanunar  los  etectos  que  el  nianuíacturero  le 
vende. 

Una  institución  central  oficial  como  esta,  de  real  estabilidad, 
cuya  integridad  de  dirección  no  puede  ser  discutida,  disponiendo 
de  grandes  medios  puede  pues  ser  de  un  provecho  inestimable, 
no  solamente  á  una  generación  y  á  un  país,  sinó  á  todo  un  conti- 
nente y  para  el  porvenir.  La  habilidad  y  el  capital  son  esenciales 
al  éxito  de  los  negocios  y  afortunadamente  los  Museos  de  Fila- 
délfia poseen  ambos  elementos  en  abundancia.  Se  dice  que  la 
exactitud  y  la  rapidez  con  que  se  obtienen  informaciones  en  este 
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pais  san  tan  superiores,  que  ningún  otro  lugar  del  mundo  pretende 
si(|uiera  imitarlas. 

Bajo  estas  circunstanc  ias.  no  obstante  de  estar  á  su  estreno,  no 
es  demasiado  d(  t  ir  que  un  movimiento  de  este  ^«  nero  tiene  un 
aspecto  general  nacional — más  aun.  inicrnacional — y  proíetizar  que 
su  éxito,  si  el  negocio  es  conducido  hábilmente,  sorprenderá  hasta 
sus  mas  entusiastas  amibos  y  fundadores.  El  objeto  y  la  realiza- 
ción de  esta  lección  practica  para  la  industria  del  mundo,  repo- 
sando sobre  principios  comerciales^  únicamente  en  vista  del  bien- 
estar del  país  en  general,  aprovechando  á  otras  naciones  tan  bien 
como  á  la  nuestra,  están  de  acuerdo  con  el  más  puro  espíritu  de 
nuestro  siglo  y  merecen  la  buena  voluntad  y  el  apoyó  de  todos 
los  patriotas  americanos. 

Puedo  asegurar  á  los  promotores  de  esta  empresa  que  el  Gobier- 
no y  el  purhio  toman  vivo  interés  en  su  éxito.  Felicito  á  los  habi- 
tantes de  Filadelfía  tan  justamente  renombrados  por  su  Exposición 
Centenal,  que  fué  la  primera  en  demostrar  al  mundo  el  maravi- 
lloso desarrollo  de  nuestros  recursos,  que  sean  ellos  quienes  fueron 
encargados  de  llevar  á  efecto  la  conclusión  de  esta  grande  obra. 

La  mimicipalidad  ha  obrado  con  sabiduría  y  previsión  al  or- 
ganizar la  nueva  institucié^n  separadamente  de  su  administración. 
Por  medio  de  gen(  rí)sas  subvenciones  y  el  donativo  de  un  (  xce- 
lente  local,  los  hal)itantes  de  esta  ciudad,  que  fué  la  cuna  tic  la 
libertad  americana,  han  dado  [)ru(  ha  una  ve/  más  de  su  espíritu  y 
designio  patrióticos,  llaiTiando  á  Ux  rcprt  sentantes  de  los  print:i- 
pales  cuerpt)S  comercialr.s  ilc  c^rc  conrincnrc  ;i  tomar  parte  vn  sus 
deliberaciones.  Los  Estadt»  l  nidos  deben,  muclio  á  i'iladelíia. 
Ella  contribuyó  incomt  nsurablt  int  tite  al  triunfo  de  la  libertad,  y 
ahora  ayuda  á  los  triunfos  del  trabajo. 

¿.Quien  dudará  que  las  deliberaciones  de  hombres  tan  capaces 
é  inteligentes,  obrando  juntos  libre  y  cordialmente,  animados  por 
un  común  impulso  y  un  común  interés,  dén  por  resultado  rela- 
ciones aún  más  estrechas  de  benevolencia  internacional  y  más  alta 
prosperidad  general? 

Que  la  bendición  de  Dios  descienda  sobre  esta  empresa  y  sobre 
aquellos  que  trabajen  á  su  desarrollo. 

Declaro  abiertos  formalmente  los  Museos  de  Filadelña. 

Ademas  de  algunos  funcionarios  de  los  Museos  de  Filadélfia, 
hablaron  los  señores  ministros  de  México  y  Costa  Rica. 

El  Sr.  Romero  dijo  lo  siguiente: 

Señor  Presidente,  Se^^ores  del  Musfo  Commercial  de  Fila- 
délfia: Los  representantes  diplomáticos  de  las  Repúblicas  Latino- 
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Americanas,  cn  Washington  agradecen  altamente  la  oportunidad 
que  se  les  ha  presentado  de  presenciar  la  inauguración  del  Museo 
Comercial  de  Filadeltiu  y  de  expresar  en  cuanto  estiman  la 
importante  trascendencia  de  este  acontecimiento. 

El  Museo  Comercial  de  Filadélfia  es  un  establecimiento  que 
se  ha  inaugurado  con  el  objeto  de  desarrollar  el  comercio  entre  las 
naciones  de  este  continente  y  si  se  toma  rn  consideración  el  corto 
tiempo  que  cuenta  desde  su  organización,  las  grandes  proporciones 
á  (jue  ha  liegatio  y  la  mayor  importancia  que  rendra  i  uaiuio  se 
construya  su  rui<  xo  magnífico  editício.  [)ued(  a>('^airar>«  con  toda 
confianza  que  antes  de  poco  e!  ^îus( o  C  omrrt  ial  x  rá  considerado 
como  de  siima  imj>ortancia,  .•>u[)erándolc  unicamente  para  impulsar 
el  comete  io  internacional  la  legislación  fiscal  y  las  tacilitkules  de 
transporte,  siendo  uno  de  luò  medios  mejores  (pi<  se  puedan 
ailoptar  para  desarrollar  las  relaciones  mercantiles  entre  la>  naciones 
americanas, 

Indutlablcmente  las  leyes  fiscales  constituyen  el  tactor.más  impor- 
tante para  el  impulso  al  comercio,  porque  ellas  pueden  establecerlo, 
desarrollarlo  y  suprimirlo  por  medio  de  la  imposición  de  derechos 
de  importación.  Despues  de  las  leyes  fiscales  considerase  como 
siguiendo  en  trascendencia  las  facilidades  de  vías  de  comunica- 
ción, todo  lo  que  se  relaciona  con  el  comercio,  pues  las  taritás  altas 
de  trasporte  impiden  por  completo  <jue  se  verifiquen  los  cambios 
mercantiles;  pero  cuando  se  armonizan  estos  dos  factores,  para 
impulsar  al  comercio,  falta  todavía  que  se  ministren  informes  á 
los  fabricantes  respecto  del  lugar  en  donde  pueden  conseguir  las 
materias  primas  que  necesitan  {)ara  sus  fabricas,  resprecto  de  su 
calidad,  precio,  etc.,  y  que  se  den  informes  semejantes  á  los  que  pro- 
ducen materias  primas  respecto  de  los  artículos  fabricados  que 
necesitan,  estableciendo  de  esa  manera  un  cambio  de  mercancías 
que  sea  igualmente  ventajoso  para  ambos,  porque  el  comercio 
extranjero  es  nada  más  que  un  cambio,  y  una  nación  no  puede 
cfin-nmir  artículos  extranjeros  á  menos'que  produzca  y  venda  una 
cantidad  ((juivalente. 

I-J  iinico  medio  práctico  (¡n^  existe  para  aumentar  las  r  ran  •^ac- 
ciones mercantiles,  es,  sin  duda  alguna,  el  producir  baratt),  {)ues  el 
comercio  es  asunto  de  conveniení  ia  \  no  de  senti  mental  ismo,  y 
nadie  pagará  precios  mas  elevados  por  las  mercam  ías  de  un  jniís  si 
puede  obtener  la  misma  calidad  de  artículos  de  otra  nación  á  pre- 
cios mas  reducidos.  Los  Estados  Unidos  constituyen  por  si  solos 
un  m<  rcado  tan  extenso,  que  ha>ta  ahora  la  energía  del  país  se  ha 
dirigido  exclusivamente  á  una  producí  ion  tpie  sea  suficiente  para  el 
consumo  nacicjnal  y  así  es  que  ha  fijado  poco  su  atención  en 
abrir  un  mercado  en  países  extranjeros  para  el  consumo  de  artículos 
procedentes  de  los  Estados  Unidos.    Pero  como  este  país  se  está 
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conviitiendo  en  nación  manufacturera  y  actualmente  su  producción 
es  mayor  que  lo  que  consume,  pronto  llegará  la  época  en  (|\ir  se 
harán  f^randcs  esfuerzos  para  establecer  nuevos  men  ;id()s  )  en  tjue 
entrará  en  (X)mprrencia  con  las  naciones  manufactureras  del  viejo 
continente  para  la  venta  de  los  artículos  (jue  íal:)r¡(jue. 

Los  elevados  salarios  que  se  pagan  en  los  Estados  Unidos 
habían  sido  hasta  ahora  un  obstáculo  para  abaratar  la  producción  y 
en  consecuencia  para  enconriar  mercados  extranjeros,  pero  el 
talento  de  los  inventores  y  maquinistas  americanos  ha  podido 
resolver  el  problema,  inventando  y  empleando  maquinaria,  que,  al 
dejar  en  pié  los  salarios  elevados  en  tavor  del  operario  americano 
que  le  permita  elevar  su  condición,  ha  abaratado  el  costo  del  tra- 
bajo y  ha  permitido  á  este  país  competir  en  algunos  artículos  en 
Europa  y  aun  en  el  Oriente  con  las  naciones  que  pagan  salarios 
mucho  más  bajos. 

£1  nombre  de  *^  Museo  Comercial  de  Filadélfia,**  es  en  verdad 
sumamente  modesto,  si  se  toman  en  consideración  los  fines  que 
este  establecimiento  se  propone  llevar  á  cabo  y  las  grandes  pro- 
porciones que  ya  tiene.  No  tengo  conocimiento  de  que  exista 
un  establecimiento  parecido  en  tan  gran  escala  como  este  en  otro 
país,  ni  aún  en  el  antiguo  continente  en  donde  la  espansion  del 
comercio  y  una  competencia  activa  han  dado  por  resultado  el 
que  se  empleen  todos  los  medios  posibles  para  desarrollar  el 
comercio  internacional.  Siempre  serán  acreedores  de  merecidas 
alabanzas  los  hombres  patriotas  y  progresistas  que  tuvieron  la 
idea  de  organizar  el  Museo  y  han  trabajado  porque  se  establezca, 
como  igualmente  la  ciudad  de  Filadélfia  qur  lo  ha  atendido  y 
sostenido  hasta  ahora  con  suma  liberalidad,  por  haber  inaugurado 
un  ("^rablecimiento  de  tanta  importancia  cjue  riene  que  obtener  y 
ya  ha  obtenido  un  (  aracter  nacional  y  aun  inrernacional. 

L)e^«  ()  que  se  me  permita  hacer  una  alusión  personal,  mencio- 
nando «i  nombre  del  Dr.  William  i'<  {íper,  uno  de  los  mas  notables 
ciudadanos  de  l  iladelfia.  á  eu\()>  estuer'/os  se  debe  el  que  el 
Mu^eo  Comercial  de  biladelha  ÍKi\a  (juedado  establecido  con 
tantí.simo  éxito.  NO  necesito  elogiar  al  Dr.  Pepper  ante  una  con- 
currencia compuesta  de  residentes  de  Filadélfia,  en  donde  es  tan 
bien  conocido.  .Solamente  diré  lo  que  todo  el  mundo  sabe  aquí, 
esto  es,  que  siempre  está  dispuesto  á  impulsar  todo  lo  que  redunde 
en  bien  de  esta  ciudad,  de  su  país^  y  de  la  humanidad,  como  por 
ejemplo  cuando  emprende  con  fondos  propios  y  de  sus  amigos  entre 
los  que  se  cuentan  varías  Señoras  de  ideas  elevadas,  investigaciones 
arqueológicas  y  antropológicas  por  todo  el  mundo  en  pro  del 
adelantamiento  de  las  ciencias  y  que  indudablemente  redundarán 
en  provecho  de  todas  las  naciones.    Las  elevadas  calidades  del 
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Doctor  Pepper  son  apreciadas  no  solamente  en  su  propio  país, 
sino  también  en  el  extranjero. 

Los  representantes  diplomáticos  en  Washington  de  las  repúbli- 
cas hermanas  del  continente  americano  que  tienen  tan  vivísimos 
deseos  de  que  se  aumenten  las  relaciones  comerciales  con  los 
Estadas  Unidos,  por  creer  que  al  trabajar  en  esa  dirección  hacen 
el  mayor  bien  á  sus  respectivos  países,  porque  la  proximidad  de 
sus  respectivos  mercados  y  otras  circunstancias  que  fácilmente  se 
comprenden^  prueban  la  necesidad  de  aumentar  las  transacciones 
mercantiles  entre  ellos,  no  pueden  menos  de  contemplar  con 
íntima  satisfacción  la  inauguración  del  Museo  Comercial  de  Fila- 
délfia, el  cual  sin  ostentación  pero  prácticamente  y  con  tino  y 
éxito,  está  tratando  de  conseguir  ese  objeto  tan  deseado.  No 
tenemos  de  ^ue  quejamos  respecto  de  nuestras  relaciones  comer- 
ciales con  Luropa,  pero  vivamente  d(  meamos  ensanchar  tiih  ^rro 
comercio  entre  nosotros  mismos,  abriendo  nuevos  mercados  en  ci 
continente  del  porvenir. 

l'A  Congreso  Pan-Americano  que  se  reunió  en  \\  ashin<^ton 
durante  el  verano  de  1889,  estableció  una  oficina  comercial  de 
las  Repúblicas  Americanas  con  casi  los  mismos  fines  que  el 
Museo  de  1  iladelha  se  propone  llevar  á  efecto.  Pero  la  gran 
diferencia  que  existe  entre  los  medios  con  que  cuentan  ambos 
establecimientos  y  el  hecho  de  que  el  Museo  Comercial  de 
Fíladelíia  se  dedica  solamente  á  ñnes  mercantiles,  sin  que  la  po- 
lítica tenga  ninguna  influencia  en  su  marcha,  explican  los  dife- 
rentes resultados  cjue  cada  uno  de  ellos  ha  obtenido.  En  lugar 
de  estar  en  o[x)sicion,  persiguen  el  mismo  fin  y  pueden  arreglarse 
de  tal  manera  que  uno  sea  complemento  del  otro. 

Para  los  que  tienen  íe  en  el  aumento  de  las  relaciones  comer- 
ciales entre  las  naciones  de  este  hemisferio,  la  inauguración  oñcial 
del  Museo  Comercial  en  presencia  y  con  el  beneplácito  del  emi- 
nente patriota  y  estadista  que  actualmente  ocupa  el  elevado  puesto 
de  Presidente  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  el  más  importante  en  el 
país,  quien  se  muestra  ansioso  por  la  prosperidad  de  esta  gran 
nación  y  cuyas  sabias  y  patrióticas  frases  de  tiratemidad  y  benevo- 
lencia nácia  sus  vecinos  nos  ha  sido  grato  escuchar»  es  un  aconte- 
cimiento que  nunca  olvidaremos  y  más  que  nada  compensa  con 
creces  1 1  pf^v.i  que  nos  haya  causado  notar  los  obstáculos  y 
demoras  arnnciales  que  de  tiempo  en  tiempo  se  han  establecido 
para  impedir  el  tlesarrullo  de  las  relacione^  comerciales.  El 
acontecimiento  que  hoy  celebramos  en  esta  reunion  demuestra 
con  toda  claridad  que  ya  sr  puf  cle  contar  con  seguridad  que  e»c 
desarrollo  tentlr.i  lucrar  y  (jue  ainujue  tal  ensanche  pueda  retar- 
darse debido  á  algunos  impedimentos  u  obstáculos  que  se  coloquen 
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en  su  camino,  esos  obstáculos  puesto  que  son  de  carácter  transi- 
torio lo  retardaran  pero  no  lo  impedirán. 

Deseamos  con  to(Ío  empeño  que  el  Museo  Comercial  que  se 
ha  inaugurado  bajo  tan  telices  auspicios  obtenga  todos  los  resulta- 
dos que  se  propone  consf«:;uir.  sir  ndo  honroso  para  los  que  los 
organizaron  y  sostuvieron  y  de  utilidad  para  el  bienestar  de  todas 
las  naciones  del  Hemistcrio  Occidental,  para  cuyo  hii  contribuiré- 
mt)s  con  todo  io  que  este  dentro  de  nuestras  facultades  y  á  nuestro 
alcance. 

El  Señor  Calvo  dijo  : 

Llamado  á  interpretar  en  esta  solemne  ocasión  (  I  sentimiento 
de  los  pueblos  de  la  America  Central,  nada  puede  serme  más 
grato  (pie  dar  evidencia,  una  vez  más,  del  viví^^m«)  interés  con  que 
en  a<|nella  bellísima  rejiión  del  Continente  s»-  ai-o^e  toda  i(l(^a. 
todo  movimiento  encaminado  i  estrechar  las  relaciones  cortiial- 
mente  mantenidas  en  todo  tiempo  con  esta  Nación  privilegiada. 

Y  sinembargt),  señores,  debo  hablar  de  Centro  América  como 
si  se  tratara  de  territorit)  muy  lejano,  no  obstant»-  que  mi  país,  la 
ordenada  )'  progresista  República  de  Costa  Rica,  que  es  el  esta- 
do centro  americano  que  se  encuentra  más  al  sur,  está  situado 
á  menor  distancia  de  la  ciudad  de  Filadelña  que  California  y 
otras  porciones  del  territorio  de  los  Estados  Unidos  de  América; 
poKpie  no  se  nos  conoce,  y  vecinos  inmediatos  como  somos,  bien 
sabemos  que  en  este  país  aparecemos,  para  la  generalidad,  como 
si  fuéramos  habitantes  de  las  más  apartadas  regiones  de  la  tierra. 

Con  este  convencimiento  nuestros  países,  ansiosos  de  progreso 
y  bienestar,  y  contemplando  atentos  k  majestad  de  las  institucio- 
nes políticas,  )  el  desarrollo  maravilloso  de  esta  gran  Nación,  dan 
atención  pretcrcnte  á  todo  esfuerzo  encaminado  á  ^cilitar  los 
medios  de  comunicación,  á  fomentar  el  conocimiento  recíproco,  y 
á  estrechar,  en  fin,  las  relaciones  comerciales,  ya  que  la  naturaleza 
nos  brinda  la  o(:>ortunidad  de  hacerlo  con  ventajas  mutuas  por  la 
diversidad  de  los  dones  con  que  ha  íavorecído  nuestro  suelo. 

Corresponde  á  la  ciudad  de  Filadélfia  el  honor  de  haber  con- 
cebido la  idea  y  de  haber  realizado  el  pensamiento,  tan  grandioso 
como  práctico,  á  que  hoy  dedica  anhelosa  <j:ran  parte  de  sus  energías; 
y  no  puetle  dudarse,  en  pre^-r-nc^a  del  éxito  (|ue  tenemos  de  mani- 
fiesto, íjue  los  Museos  que  lioy  se  inauguran  contribuirán  podero- 
s.enu  nte  á  tortalecer  los  sentimientos  que  tienden  á  realizar  el 
bello  ideal  de  la  fraternidad  de  las  naciones  del  continente. 

Como  liijo  de  Centro  América,  emporio  íuturo  de  comeré  io  y 
civila/ac  ion  de  este  hemisferio,  yo  saludo  á  los  emprendetlores 
americanos  del  Norte;  y  en  particular,  como  hijo  de  Costa  Rica, 
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imbuido  en  la  aspiración  de  hacer  la  felicidad  del  pueblo  por  la 
educación,  la  paz  y  el  trabajo,  yo  congratulo  cordialmente  á  la 
muy  culta  ciudad  de  Filadélfia,  por  este  paso,  indudablemente,  el 
más  acertado  hacia  la  realización  de  una  fecunda  combinación  de 
mutuos  intereses  y  recíprocas  ventajas. 

En  el  banquete  dado  por  los  Museos  de  Filadélfia  y  por  el  club 

de  manuíacturcrus  en  el  cditicio  de  la  Bolsa  el  Señor  Presidente 
de  los  Estados  Unidos  pronunció  el  siguiente  discurso: 

Señor  Doctor  Peffkr,  Srnorrs  del  Círculo  de  Manufactureros, 
Señores  Delegados  á  la  C  oü vencioii  Internacional.  Señoras  y 
Señores:  Me  siento  verdaderamente  cominovido  por  vuestra  cor- 
dial acogida.  auiKjue  por  la  experiencia  de  mis  precedentes  estan- 
cias entre  vo.>otro^,  no  sea  ya  para  mi  una  sorpresa. 

Efectivamente,  una  visita  reciente  á  esta  ciudad,  me  proporci- 
onó la  oportunidad  de  conocer  la  amabilidad  de  los  habitantes  de 
Filadélfia  y  de  gozar  de  su  magnífica  y  masfranca  hospitalidad, 
que  jamás  olvidaré. 

Debo  deciros  que  del  principio  al  fin,  las  escenas  que  hoy  se 
pasaron  en  Filadélfia  me  enternecieron  profundamente;  es  decir, 
el  admirable  espectáculo  de  los  representantes  de  todas  los  Repú- 
blicas americanas  con  los  productos  de  su  industria  y  de  su  suelo 
reunidos  para  ser  observados  y  comparados,  v  esto  gracios  al 
Doctor  Pepper  y  á  los  M  useos  de  Filadélfia. 

Delante  de  un  auditorio  tan  grandemente  compuesto  de  ma* 
nutàcturcros  como  lo  es  ésta  magnífica  reunión,  he  tenido  \'  ten- 
dré siempre  la  impresión  de  «ncontrame  entre  amigos,  en  el  sen- 
tido más  preciso  de  la  palabra. 

La  primera  gran  convención  de  estas  Repúblicas  fué  la  úril  y 
capaz  reunión  organizada  en  1889,  por  la  incomparable  diploma- 
cia de  ese  extraordinario  americano  que  se  llamó  James  i).  HIaine. 

Los  trabajos  de  esa  Coníerencia  Internacional  Americana,  dieron 
ei  |>rini<  r  ^ran  empuje  al  arbitraje  internat  iorial  y  estimularon  el 
espirito  de  nego(  ios,  la  confianza  y  la  acti\  idad. 

Hace  siete  años  Blaine  reunió  los  Gobiernos  de  este  Continente 
}  pMK  lamo  la  doctrina  de  que  la  v(  rtlailc  ra  reciprocidad  comer- 
cial necesitaba  de  reciprtx  idad  de  iníormaciones. 

Es  á  su  talento  y  al  de  algunos  de  sus  colegas  que  veo  esta 
niK  he  al  rededor  de  esta  mesa,  que  se  debe  el  Escritorio  de  las 
República^  Americanas  establecido  en  Washington  que  ya  prestó 
tan  buenos  servicios  y  que,  creo,  desempeñará  un  papel  cada  vez 
más  importante  en  nuestras  relaciones  comerciales  con  los  Gobier- 
nos que  lo  subvencionan. 
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Estamos  seguros  de  volvernos  conijíradores  y  ronsiimidores 
tanto  más  importantes  que  podremos  teni  i  iníormacioncs  de  cada 
una  de  estas  republicas  y  de  sus  proUuctos. 

Conciudadanos,  no  hay  ninguna  ventaja  á  tabricar  un  objeto  si 
no  hay  quien  lo  compre.  El  comprador  debe  encontrar  un  con- 
sumi cíor.  No  trabajéis  en  ^bricar  un  producto  sino  encontrais 
comprador  después  de  haberlo  tabricado. 

Señores,  me  felicito  de  encontrar  aquí  esta  noche  á  los  repre- 
sentantes de  las  Repúblicas  americanas.  Me  felicito  de  encon- 
trar  aquí  esta  noche  á  los  representantes  de  todos  los  Gobiernos 
del  mundo.  Ya  me  encontré  antes  con  los  manufactureros  de 
Filadelña  y  del  Estado  de  Pennsylvania.  Fué  en  los  tiempos 
de  vuestra  ma) or  [)rosperidad  que  me  encontré  entre  vosotros. 
No  podría  impedir  de  encontrarme  entre  vosotros  cuando  qui- 
siese, y  no  lo  impediría  aunque  pudiera,  en  estos  tiempos  en  que 
lucháis  contra  prolongada  adversidad. 

Permitidme  sinembargo  deciros,  conciudadanos  mios,  que  las 
recriminaciones  no  ayudarán  de  ninguna  manera  á  la  resurección 
de  los  negocios.  La  tristeza  de  la  hora  presente  no  será  amejorada 
por  medio  de  la  desconfianza  en  el  porvenir.  Un  patriota  es 
siempre  mejor  ciudadano  que  un  pesimista.  Y  debemos  tener 
paciencia. 

Aunq\ie  estemos  vioK  iitix  (  n  cambiarnos  de  casa,  no  debemos 
dejar  la  vieja  hasta  que  la  nur\a  e>tr  terminada,  l'na  tarifa  á 
medio  terminar  no  tiene  otro  objeto  j>ráctico,  que  el  de  indicar  que 
en  poco  tiempo  estará  hecha  una  completa.  Y-.i  toca  á  su  fin; 
cuanilo  lo  haya  alcanzado  tendremos  confianza  en  los  negocios  y 
actividad  industrial. 

Const  rvemos  íu<  rr(  >«  nuestro  pen>ami(  nto  y  nuc.->tro  corazón. 
El  país  no  va  para  atras,  sino  para  ati»  lante.  La  energía  ameri- 
cana no  fué  destruida  por  las  tempestades  del  pasado.  Seguirá 
triunfando  bajo  una  legislación  sabia  y  bienhechora. 

Los  Filadelfianos  enseñaron  en  el  pasado  lo  que  pueden  las 
industrias  activas  y  un  trabajo  bien  empleado  hacer  progresar  una 
grande  ciudad  y  hacer  dichosa  á  una  población.  No  intentan 
guardar  las  condiciones  presentes  para  el  porvenir.  Lucharán 
contra  las  dificultades  como  lucharon  con  valor  en  tiempos  pasa- 
dos, pero  al  fin  llegarán  á  restaurar  las  grandes  industrias  y  el 
trabajo  á  su  antigua  condición  y  prosperidad.  Y,  señores,  Fila- 
délfia no  es  más  que  un  ejemplo  de  la  bravura  y  voluntad  ame- 
ricanas. 

Ademas  dv.l  Sr.  Presidente  de  la  República,  del  Sr.  Goberna- 
dor del  Estado  de  Pennsylvania  y  de  otros  Señores  presentes  al 
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banquete,  el  Sr.  Salvador  dc  Mendonça  ministro  del  lim&ii,  pro- 
nunció el  siguiente  discurso: 

Señores:  Los  miembros  del  Cuerpo  1  )iplüiiuitico  que  repre- 
sentan las  n.a  ioi\c5  americanas  en  \\  asliin^^ton  me  honraron  con 
la  rar<  a  tic  hablar  por  ellos  en  esta  importante  ocasión.  L  na 
autoridatl  cu  diplomacia  dijo  el  año  pasado  que  el  diplomata  más 
tf  liz  es  aquel  de  quien  nunca  se  habla  y  yo  podría  acrecentar, 
aquel  que  nunca  habla  ...  en  público.  Así,  ya  estais  preveni- 
dos que  reconozco  la  dificultad  del  papel  del  cual  fui  encargado 
por  mis  buenos  amigos. 

Esta  ocasión  es  solemne.  Hoy,  en  esta  tierra  histórica,  en  la 
propia  ciudad  de  la  ^'Casa  de  la  Independencia,"  en  el  Estado 
que  es  la  llave  de  la  bóveda  de  la  comunión  americana,  lanzamos 
la  piedra  fundamental,  por  decirlo  así,  de  un  monumento  desti- 
nado á  reunir  los  protiuctos  de  este  continente, — el  monumento  á 
la  industria  que  saldrá  de  este  suelo  tan  rápido  y  majestuoso  como 
los  gigantes  de  las  selvas  vn  las  regiones  tropicales.  Todas  nues- 
tras naciones  son  convidadas  á  contribuir  con  su  cuota  para  la 
exposición  permanente  y  evolutiva  de  los  productos  de  todas  las 
zonas  de  nuestro  hemisferio.  Cada  miembro  activo  de  este  gran 
conjunto  de  pueblo?,  como  la  madn'pora  del  Pacífico,  pondrá 
manos  á  la  obra  para  \  :nitar  esta  magnífica  construcci()n.  Cada 
ración  v<  llamada  a  traer  á  esta  ciudad  histórica  los  productos  del 
!;;il^a)o  humano.  Por  medio  de  com  {Giraciones  el  comercio  será 
oíiniulado  y  esclarecido  y  el  principio  de  la  írart  rnidad  entre  los 
hcHiibrcs  lie  América  firmemenrt*  establecido.  Mste  será  el  (^entro 
de  vida  industrial  para  rodos  los  habitantes  de  las  tierras  comprendí 
das  entre  el  .Atlántico  y  el  Pacífico. 

Desde  sus  oficinas,  los  directores  de  esta  institución,  al  pedido 
de  cualíjuier  mercador  de  este  continente,  distribuirán  ii  ínnna- 
ciones  por  el  correo  y  por  el  telégrafo  y  en  un  instante  iliran  ü 
comerciante  de  Manáos,  de  Valparaiso,  de  Buenos  Aires,  de 
Chicago  y  de  Jacksonville,  la  existencia  real  de  cáuchu,  de  sali- 
tre, de  lana,  de  trigo  y  de  naranjas  en  los  mercados  del  mundo. 
Este  es  el  mecanismo  puesto  hoy  en  movimiento;  su  desarrollo 
futuro  puede  ser  conjeturado,  pero  no  computado.  Con  los  brazos 
estendidos  y  las  manos  entrelazadas^  al  derredor  de  la  mesa  festiva, 
como  en  la  Escocia  para  el  **Auld  lang  syne,"  nosotros,  Ameri- 
canos todos,  anfitriones  y  convidados,  estamos  aquí  para  celebrar 
la  ceremonia  de  la  armonía  continental. 

Es  fundado  en  esta  comunión  de  intereses  que  reunió  aquí 
Ií>s  representantes  de  las  cámaras  de  comercio  de  la  América  del 
Norte,  Central  y  del  Sur  que  estoy  cierto  de  que  los  influentes 
comisionados  de  los  manufactureros  y  comerciantes  de  este  país 
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fueron  á  \\  ashin^toFi  á  aii()j::ar  nuestra  causa  com  un  bajo  la  cúpula 
del  Capitolio.  Ellos  tucmn  allí  para  decir  cpie  este  continente  se 
halla  hoy  cubierto  por  una  retie  cuyas  mallas  están  de  tal  manera 
ligadas  que  si  taita  una,  toda  la  trama  queda  deshecha,  que  nues- 
tras diez  y  ocho  Repúblicas,  con  in.stitiicií^ncs  semejantes  y  los 
mismoh  tines  están  dentin. itl.is  en  el  porvenir,  sino  á  reunirse  en 
una  confederación  continental,  á  constituirá  lo  menos  un  Zollver- 
ein  americano;  que  de  hoy  en  adelante  la  divisa  E  pluribus  unum 
será  realizada  en  el  sentido  comercial.  Para  alcanzar  semejante 
ñn,  vuestros  comisionados  dijeron  ciertamente  que  la  necesidad 
del  momento  no  es  retaliación  sino  reciprocidad  real  ;  que  el  Norte 
y  el  Sur  tienen  productos  enteramente  diferentes  que  pueden  ser 
cambiados  con  mútua  ventaga,  que  algunas  de  nuestras  materias 
primas  os  son  tan  necesarias»  como  algunas  de  vuestras  manure* 
turas  nos  son  indispensables;  que  estos  dos  intereses  deben  ser 
puestos  en  armonía  y  no  en  conflicto;  que  si  la  protección  va  á 
ser  el  lema  del  Gobierno  de  este  país«  no  puede  transformarse  en 
coerción  para  los  otros  países  americanos. 

Deben  haber  tlicho  que  no  hay  razón  para  imponer  derechos  al 
salitre  y  la  lana  de  Chile;  para  discernir  en  &vor  de  Australia  y 
contra  la  República  Argentina,  en  los  derechos  impuestos  á  hi  lana 
para  alfombras;  para  quitar  de  la  lista  libre  los  cueros  y  las  pieles 
de  la  Re|niblica  Argentina,  del  Urupiay,  del  Brasil  v  de  México, 
pues  cuando  el  zapato  aprieta  en  Massachusetts,  aprieta  también 
en  todo  el  lado  oriental  del  continente,  cjue  los  dc^echos  sobre 
pieles  de  cabra  hará  que  las  s(  ñoras  de  este  país  anden  sin  p;uan- 
tes  ó  paguen  por  ellos  el  dobh^  il(  I  precio,  que  los  derechos 
s<^)bre  cáuchu  cerrarían  vuestras  íábricas,  pues  la  prt)ducción  de 
esta  materia  prima  a[)enas  basta  para  el  ton^umo  y  tendréis  que 
comprar  vuestros  sobretodos  de  cáuchu,  zapatos,  cinturas  y  boto- 
nes, tanto  como  vueí>tro>  tubos  [)neuniatico^  para  biciclos  ya  sea 
en  Europa,  ya  sea  en  el  Ikasil,  para  donde  tendría  que  emigrar 
esta  industria;  que  finalmente  imponer  derechos  á  las  fibras  para 
regidos  del  Brasil,  México  y  Centro  América,  es  equivalente  á 
decretar  que  las  esteras^  cuerd^is,  costales  y  otros  tegidos  se  pongan 
tan  caros  que  los  productos  europeos  semejantes,  mafiu&cturados 
con  la  materia  prima  de  la  India,  vengan  á  parar  vuestras  má- 
quinas. Vuestros  comisionados  deben  de  haber  dicho  que  una 
nación  que  consume  anualmente  dos  millones  de  toneladas  máxi- 
mas de  azúcar  y  solo  produce  14  por  ciento  de  ellas,  puede  muy 
bien  permitir  que  entren  libres  de  derechos  todos  los  azúcares  en 
bruto,  sin  desviarse  de  su  programa  tie  protección  á  las  industrias 
naiMonales,  pues  la  única  industria  de  azúcar  visible  en  este  país 
es  ',1  1  rt  finadura,y  que  la  protección  á  la  producción  poco  con- 
siderable de  azúcar  de  los  Estados  Unidos  apenas  dará  como 
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resultado  la  elevación  de  precios  de  uno  de  los  artículos  más  ne- 
cesarios á  la  vida. 

¿Y  que  deben  haber  dicho  tocante  al  cate  V  Deben  haber  dicho 
que  doce  naciones  americanas  rinden  homenaje  al  rey  café  y  que 
un  impuesto  sobre  cafe  de  dos  centavos  por  libra,  privaría  al  con- 
sumidor de  una  libra  en  cada  cuatro  que  comprara;  <^ue  el  cafê, 
siendo  un  preventivo  contra  el  alcoholismo»  es  un  articulo  indis- 
pensable a  las  clases  operarias,  y  una  bebida  cuyo  uso  debe  ser 
animado  por  los  adeptos  de  la  temperancia;  que  las  estadísticas 
calculan  en  general  en  nueve  libras  el  consumo  per  capita  en  los 
Estados  Unidos  mientras  que  la  verdad  es  que  excluidos  los  Esta- 
dos del  Etse,  consumidores  de  los  cafes  blandos  del  Asia,  la  zona 
real  del  consumo  de  las  calidades  sur  y  centro  americanas  eleva  de 
dos  terceras  partes  la  capitación.  Vuestros  comisionados  deben 
haber  ciertamente  preguntado  si  el  consumidor  del  Oeste  no  va 
á  ser  piotejtda  Deben  haber  preguntado  cual  es  la  signiñcación 
de  semejante  impuesto  y  explicado  que  si  los  importadores  pueden 
almacenar  el  exceso  de  tres  millones  de  sacos  de  la  producción  de 
este  año  en  el  Brasil  y  hacen  con  eso  buen  negocio  vendiendo  el 
café  después  de  venido  el  impuesto,  el  productor  brasilero  que 
ahoni  trae  al  mercado  dt-l  mundo  el  66  por  ciento  del  genero, 
arruinado  por  precios  ya  míeriores  al  rosto  de  producción,  aban- 
donará este  cultivo  para  experimentar  el  de  algodón  y  otros  artícu- 
los cultivados  en  este  país,  que  después  de  una  e  Reculación  íeliz 
de  dos  años  y  medio,  en  el  1°  de  enero  de  ujoo  los  importadores 
de  café,  y  peor  que  eso,  los  consumidores  de  café,  hallaran  el  precio 
más  que  duplicado  por  el  simple  hecho  de  que  los  importadores 
habrán  matado  la  gallina  de  los  huevos  de  oro. 

En  resumen,  vuestros  comisionados  deben  haber  dcrecentado 
que  sin  materias  primas  libres  de  derechos,  estipuladas  en  tratados 
de  comercio  por  cierto  número  de  años  necesarios  á  la  estabilidad 
de  los  negocios,  ningún  acuerdo  de  reciprocidad  se  puede  obtener» 
pues  naciones  independientes  no  serán  sujetadas  por  coacción. 
Todo  esto  deben  haber  dicho  vuestros  manufactureros  y  comer- 
ciantes y  les  doy  las  gracias  en  nombre  de  mis  colegas.  Si  mi 
conjetura  no  es  exacta,  entonces  vuestro  plan  está  errado  y  la 
apertura,  hoy,  de  vuestro  templo  de  la  industria  será  equivalente 
á  la  apertura  del  templo  de  jano,  el  dios  romano  de  dos  caras, 
cuyas  puertas  se  conservaban  serradas  en  tiempo  de  paz  y  solo  se 
abrian  en  señal  de  guerra. 

Mas  no  habrá  guerra;  los  consejos  de  prudencia  prevalecerán. 
No  tenemos  reyes  que  decidan  por  nosotros  y  se  opongan  á  la 
voluntad  de  las  naciones.  Ya  dejamos  eso  atrás  en  estas  nuestras 
tierras.  La  soberania  reside  en  el  pueblo  y  el  pueblo  tiene  bastante 
criterio.    No  está  en  el  poder  de  un  hombre  ni  aún  en  el  poder  de 
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una  generación  torcer  la  lógica  de  la  historia  y  cl  destino  manifies- 
to tic  la  democracia.  Las  elocuentes  palabras  llenas  de  simpatía 
para  con  las  Republicas  latino-americanas,  proferidas  hoy  por  el  Jefe 
de  la  Nación,  son  ya  precursoras  de  la  armonía.  ni  dad  en  los 
negocios,  conciencia  de  su  derecho  y  respeto  al  derecho  ajeno,  son 
los  principales  rasgos  caracteristicos  de  la  nación  que,  en  poco  más 
de  un  siglo,  tomó  lugar  en  la  primera  línea  de  las  potencias  del 
mundo,  no  por  la  fuerza  brutal,  sino  por  el  cultivo  de  las  artes  de 
la  paz.  La  inauguración  pues,  de  los  Museos  de  Filadélfia  es  un 
Daso  más  en  ese  camino.  Cuando  en  el  curso  del  tiempo  el 
Kew  Zealander  de  Macaulay  visite  la  vasta  solitud  de  las  ruinas  de 
Londres,  cuando  el  Brasilero  de  la  capital  aún  por  nacer  de  mi 
patria  procure  en  las  piedras  del  monasterio  de  la  Batalha  los 
anales  de  pasada  grandeza  y  el  ciudadano  de  Cuba  desentierre  de 
ios  fundamentos  del  Ëscoriâil  el  símbolo  del  pasado  martirio,  de  la 
bahía  de  Hudson  al  estrecho  de  Magallanes  funcionará  un  por- 
tentoso mecanismo  de  libertad,  movido  por  el  genio  compuesto  de 
dos  grandes  razas,  ya  aliadas  en  vuestra  lengua,  la  Saxona  y  la 
Latiruu  y  la  fuerza  motora  será  mera  y  simplemente  la  buena  inte- 
ligencia entre  las  Repúblicas  americanas. 

Anii<j:os,  estamos  edificando  mejor  de  lo  que  nosotros  mismos 
pensamos. 

£1  siguiente  es  el  discurso  que  preparó  el  Señor  Ministro 

Garcia  Mérou  para  la  ocasión  de  las  ceremonias  de  la  inaugura- 
ción, pero  que  no  tue  pronunciado: 

StÑORKs:  Permitidme  dos  palabras,  pronunciadas  en  inglés,  tal 
vez  algo  deficiente,  para  añadir  mis  congratulaciones  á  las  que  han 
saludado  la  inauguración  del  Museo  Comercial  de  Filadélfia  y 
formular  mis  votos  por  la  pi  ooperidad  de  aquel  establecimiento. 
Me  parece  que  pocos  están  más  autorizados  que  yo  para  hacerlo, 
pues  la  República  Argentina  ñié  uno  de  los  primeros  países  (^ue 
sv  dió  entera  cuenta  de  la  importancia  comercial  de  la  institución 
de  que  nos  hemos  ocupado  hoy,  ofreciéndole  espontáneamente 
las  colecciones  de  sus  productos  naturales  que  se  exhibieron  en 
la  Exposición  Universal  de  Chicago.  £sa  resolución,  aplaudida 
por  todos  en  mi  patria,  estaba  en  armonía  con  los  sentimientos  de 
calurosa  amistad  que  nos  ha  inspirado  siempre  esta  Gran  Repú- 
blica, así  como  con  nuestro  anhelo  sincero  de  promover  por  todos 
los  medios  á  nuestro  alcance,  el  incremento  de  las  relaciones  polí- 
ticas y  comerciales  que  nos  vinculan  á  ella. 

No  ocuparé  sino  por  breves  instantes  vuestra  atención  y  temo 
que  este  tema  no  esté  en  consonancia  con  los  sentimientos  que 


biyiiizoa  by  Google 


BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


i^enernl mentí"  predominan  en  una  reunión  de  sobremesa.  Pero, 
señores,  no  sería  fiel  .4  mis  aspirac  iom  s  y  á  mis  m:is  vi\  os  anhelos, 
si  no  expresara  desde  luego,  en  la  lornia  íranea  \'  abierta  con  que 
se  debe  hablar  á  hombres  probados  en  la  lucha  de  los  negocios,  á 
nol^les  representantes  de  la  industria  y  del  comercio,  que  de  todos 
los  beneficios  que  creo  está  llamado  á  derramar  el  Museo  Comer- 
cial cuya  inauguración  celebramos,  ninguno  es  más  digno  de  la 
preocupación  de  los  eminentes  caballeros  que  representan  los  inte- 
reses de  la  nueva  institución,  que  el  propender  de  una  manera 
eñcaz  al  establecimiento  de  un  vasto  intercambio,  mutuamente 
ventayoso  para  los  Estados  Unidos  y  la  América  latina. 

No  es  seguramente  una  novedad  para  ninguno  de  vosotros  el 
pequeño  volúmen  que  vuestro  comercio  ocupa  en  el  total  de 
nuestras  importaciones  y  exportaciones.  Este  hecho  ha  sido  aquí 
señalado  hoy  mismo  en  términos  explícitos,  como  lo  fué  hace 
algunos  años  por  la  comisión  comercial  enviada  por  el  honorable 
Presidente  Arthur,  hace  algunos  meses  por  el  presidente  de  la 
Asociación  de  Manufactureros,  el  Señor  Search,  en  un  interesante 
artículo  de  la  "  North  America  Review,"  y  á  principios  del  próxi- 
mo  mes  por  mi  distinguido  amigo  el  Señor  Flint,  en  las  páginas 
de  The  I' onim."  Por  lo  que  respecto  al  país  que  tengo  el  honor 
de  representar,  debo  decir  que  si  bien  (  s  cierto  (pie  nosotros  com- 
pramos á  los  Estados  l' nidos,  más  de  lo  que  ustedes  nos  compran 
á  nosotros,  nuestro  comercio  con  esta  nación  es  mínimo  comparado 
con  el  que  mantenemos  con  la  Gran  Bretaña,  Alemania,  Francia, 
!>(  lirieu  y  otros  países  Mace  pocos  días  un  notable  estadista 
que  oí  upa  un  puerto  prominente  en  el  Senado  J.e  esta  nación, 
tratando  de  la  marina  mercante  ani<  ricana,  afirmó  que  durante 
el  año  último,  ningún  va[íor  con  banilt  i  a  americana  había  e  ntrado 
en  la  bahía  de  Buenos-Aires,  una  ciudad  de  720,00c  habitantes, 
y  ya  uno  de  los  más  importantes  centros  comerciales  del  muntio. 
Creo  que  la  afirmación  es  exacta;  y  al  ratificarla  debo  solo  añadir 
que  desde  1854  hasta  1868^  el  número  de  naves  americanas  que 
llegaban  á  nuestros  puertos,  era  algunas  veces  superior  al  corres- 
pondiente de  las  naciones  marítimas  de  Europa. 

No  sería  oportuno  en  estos  momentos  que  yo  examinara  la  razón 
de  esta  decadencia  y  colaborara  en  el  estudio  de  esta  cuestión, 
añadiendo  algunas  reflexiones  á  las  que  han  bordado  sobre  este 
tema  las  honorables  personas  que  acabo  de  mencionar.  No  sería 
tampoco  cortés  ni  diplomático  dilucidar  á  quién  corresponde  una 
responsabilidad  mayor  en  este  sensible  abandono,  ó  quién  es  el 
verdadero  culpable  de  él.  Séanie  permitido,  encerrarme  en  los 
límites  de  la  más  estricta  cortesía  c  insinuar  solamente  esta  duda, 
como  único  reproche  dirijido  al  que  lo  mereyxa.  Desde  lu<  go, 
es  más  lógico  suponer  que  el  desdén  haya  estado  de  parte  de  los 
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estadistas  de  lanaci()n  más  poderosa,  que  marchaban  en  el  scruitro 
d<  1  ^  MOf^reso  con  his  botas  de -siete-leguas  del  gigante  de  la  tabula, 
y  que  daban  los  últimos  toques  á  la  obra  de  ediñcar  una  gran 
nación  sobre  la  base  de  la  libertad  y  del  trabajo,  haciéndola  llegar 
en  un  biglu  por  avances  rápidos  á  su  presente  estado  de  civiliza- 
ción, como  si  hubieran  tomado  por  divisa  los  soberbios  versos  del 
héroe  de  Corneille: 

Mes  pareils  à  deux  fois  ne  se  font  point  connaître 

Et  pour  Icaurs  coups  d'essai,  veulent  des  coups  de  maître 

La  America  del  Sur,  en  etecto,  señores,  ha  sido  y  es  muy  poco^ 
conocida  todavia  en  los  Estados  Unidos,  en  tanto  que  vuestras  insti- 
tucions,  vuestras  leyes,  vuestros  principios  de  gobierno,  vuestro 
desarrollo  prodigioso,  vuestra  grandeza  material  y  moral  son  segui* 
das  y  estudiadas  por  nosotros  con  el  más  vivo  interés.  Refirién- 
dome de  nuevo  á  la  República  Argentina,  tal  vez  no  sea  de  más  decir 
que  nuestras  instituciones  son  iguales  á  las  vuestras,  y  que  las  obras 
de  vuestros  primeros  estadistas,  como  las  de  los  mas  notables  comen- 
tadores de  v\iestra  Constitución,  han  sido  traducidas  y  publicadas 
oficialmente  en  la  Repriblica  Argentina.  Así  hemos  llegado  á 
familiarizarnos  con  las  paginas  elocuentes  del  Federalista,'"  con  las 
producciones  de  Clay,  Calhoun  y  Webster,  y  con  los  estudios 
constitucionales  de  I'aschal  y  de  Story.  He  probado  en  los  ban- 
cos universitarios  ese  inerte  alimento  intelectual  \'  todos  los  hom- 
bres de  mi  generación  conocen  el  sabor  de  esa  médula  de  león. 
Entretanto  ¡cuan  pocos  entre  los  hombres  (  ininentes  de  esta  gran 
República  saben  estos  detalles  <'>  les  il.ii!  su  verdadera  líujHüTaix  la! 
Hago  esta  nueva  redexión  sin  darle  la  loriua  de  una  recrimiiiación 
ó  de  una  queja;  porque  al  fin  y  al  cabo,  señores,  las  naciones  de 
la  América  del  Sur  están  lejos  de  alcanzar  aún,  en  su  laboriosa 
evolución,  al  poder  y  grandeza  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  y  me 
imajino  que  es  más  natural  que  seamos  nosotros  los  que  sigamos 
la  marcha  de  los  que  nos  han  precedido  en  el  camino  del  progreso, 
para  buscar  en  su  historia  útiles  lecciones  y  ejemplos  dignos  de 
imitación. 

La  parte  sur  de  nuestro  continente,  con  todo,  constituye  ya  una. 
entidad  de  la  mayor  importancia  y  un  grupo  de  civilización  que, 
si  no  se  iguala  con  el  de  las  naciones  más  antiguas  de  la  tierra,  vá 
en  camino  de  alcanzar  á  gran  parte  de  ellas.  La  naturaleza  nos 
ha  dado  á  manos  llenas  sus  mejores  tesoros  y  el  esfuerzo  humano 
día  por  día  agranda  sus  conquistas  y  solidiñca  sus  progresos.  En 
la  parte  austral,  en  solo  ocho  días  de  tiempo,  el  viajero,  saliendo 
de  Santiago  de  Chile  y  cruzando  los  Andes  á  once  mil  pies  de 
elevación,  puede  pasar  á  Buenos-Aires  y  á  Montevideo  y  llegar  á 
Río  de  Janeiro,  visitanto  así  las  capitales  de  cuatro  repúblicas 
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que,  en  conjunto,  tienen  una  población  de  25  millones  de  habi* 
tantes  y  envían  al  exterior  productos  por  valor  de  500  millones  de 
pesos  anuales.  Esas  cuatro  naciones  están  perfectamente  consti- 
tuídas  y  organizadas,  las  líneaspferreas  cruzan  su  territorio  en  todas 
direcciones,  sus  prados  rebosan  de  ganados,  sus  puertos  son  visi- 
tados por  naves  de  todas  partes  del  mundo,  sus  ciudadanos  tienen 
arraigado  en  su  corazón  el  sentimiento  y  el  orgullo  de  su  respec- 
tiva nacionalidad,  en  sus  ciudades  pululan  escuelas  comunes  como 
las  que  han  transformado  á  esta  nación  y  que  fueron  introducidas 
en  Chile,  el  Uruguay  y  la  República  Argentina  por  nuestro  gran 
estadista  Sarmiento,  maestro  de  escuela  en  su  adoU  s{  encia,  después 
ministro  en  Washington  y  finalmente  Presidente  de  la  República 
Argentina,  un  discípulo  y  un  amigo  constante  de  vuestro  inolvi- 
dable Horario  Mann. 

He  taltado,  señores,  á  mi  propósito  y  tal  vez  también  he 
fatigado  vurstra  atención.  \  oy  á  terminar,  pues,  pero  antes  de 
hacerlo,  permitidme  pediros  que  mediteis  en  la  magnitiul  del 
campo  que  ofrecen  esas  cuatro  naciones,  j)ara  no  reíerirmc  sino  á 
las  que  conozco  más  íntimamente,  al  desarrollo  de  vuestra  vasta 
industria  y  vuestro  admirable  espíritu  de  invención  y  de  ini(  iativa. 
Permitidme  también  recordaros  que,  como  dice  el  famo.so  histori- 
ador del  siglo  X\  ni  de  Inglaterra,  "el  vínculo  de  la  simpatía 
intelectual  solamente  es  demasiado  débil  para  reprimir  la  acción 
de  las  pasiones  que  chocan  y  ha  sido  reservado  á  la  economía 
política  el  suplir  un  principio  de  unidad  más  fuerte  y  permanente.** 

El  Museo  Comercial  de  Filadélfia  ^cilitará  todo  esfuerzo  que 
se  dirija  á  establecer  aquélla  unidad,  con  la  exhibición  de  nuestros 
productos  y  los  datos  que  proporcione  á  los  hombres  de  comercio 
de  nuestras  respectivas  naciones.  Pero,  para  que  nuestros  planes 
no  se  malogren,  es  necesario  ejecutarlos  con  decisión  y  con  entusi- 
asmo, sin  restricciones  mezquir^as,  dejando  abiertas  de  par  en  par 
las  puertas  de  vuestros  mercados  á  los  frutos  de  nuestra  produc- 
ción, para  evitar  que  nos  veamos  obligados  á  cerrar  las  nuestras 
al  útil  abastecimiento  de  los  productos  de  este  suelo,  y  con  el  ñn 
de  que  todos  los  votos  generosos  que  se  han  formulado  hoy,  se 
conviertan  en  hechos  prácticos  en  un  íiituro  muy  próximo. 

Señores,  por  la  prosperidad  de  esta  gran  nación;  por  la  tciicidad 
de  Su  Excelencia  el  Presidente  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  y  por  el 
éxito  del  Museo  Comercial  de  Filadelña. 
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REPUBLICA  ARGENTINA. 

CARGAMENTOS  DE  LANA. 

Un  americano,  comprador  prominente  de  lana  en  este  mercado, 
calcula  en  cerca  de  $2,000,000,  oro  americano,  el  importe  de  sus 
compras  de  lana  procedente  de  la  última  trasquiladura.  El  alu- 
dido c onierciantc  acaba  dr  fletar  un  gran  vapor  destinado  á  car- 
gar exclusivamente  lana  á  los  Estados  Unidos. 
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BRASIL. 

FÁBRICAS  DE  BAHIA. 
[De  los  Infonnes  Consulare»  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  abril  de  1897.] 

Adjunta  remití)  una  lista  de  los  tbtabUcimicntos  manufacture- 
T06  de  Bahia  (con  excepción  de  los  telares  de  algodón,  de  cuyo 
número  di  cutnta  ti  año  pasado)  que  contiene  el  importe  bruto 
de  producción  y  ganancia  neta  anuales,  según  informaciones  de 
los  administradores  ó  superintendentes  de  los  mismos.  También 
consigno  el  número  de  brazos  empleados  (varones  y  hembras)  por 
cada  fábrica,  con  el  importe  del  salario  diario,  el  número  de  horas 
de  trabajo  y  año  en  que  cada  fíbrica  fué  establecida.  Las  can- 
tidades de  dincru  tueron  expresadas  en  el  \ùi\h  I  moneda  de[)re- 
ciado  ilr  <  sre  país,  cuyo  valor  fluctúa  con^rantí mente;  en  los  tres 
últimos  años  ha  oscilado  entre  15^  y  17^  centavos  por  milreis. 
Vo  he  reducido  las  cantidades  á  moneda  americana,  á  razón  de 
20  centavos  por  milreis^  ó  5  milreis  por  dollar. 

So  ha  habido  cambio  alguno  de  importancia  en  la  industria 
de  algodón  desde  la  fecha  de  mi  informe  de  i8()5. 
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COLOMBIA. 

MAQUINARIA  PARA  EL  USO  DEL  CANAL  DE  PANAMA. 

Victor  V'ifquain,  Consul  General  de  los  Estados  Unidos  en 
Panamá,  dice  lo  si<;uirnte  al  Departamento  de  Estado,  en  una 
comunicación  relativa  á  la  maquinaria  que  ha  de  usarse  en  la 
construcción  del  Canal  de  Panamá  : 

Se  me  acaba  de  informar  que  la  Dirección  del  Canal  de  Panamá  en  París  ha 
dispaesco  que  todo  lo  que  se  use  en  los  trabajos  del  canal  debe  ser  de  fabricación 
6  producción  francesa.  Por  casi  todos  los  correos  recibo  catálogos  ó  carcas  de 
fabricantes  americanos  y  hasta  ahora  he  venido  adoptando  el  procedimiento  de 
remitirlos  en  seguida  á  la  oñcina  del  Canal  aquí,  en  donde  eran  recibidos  con 
agrado.  En  lo  futuro,  nuestros  comerciantes  americanos  harin  bien  en  econo- 
misar  el  porte  de  correo. 


COSTA  RICA. 

ALGUNOS  PUNTOS  DEL  MENSAJE  DEL  PRESIDENTE. 

Debido  á  un;i  atención  del  Señor  Calvo,  Ministro  Residente 
de  Costa  Rica  en  los  listados  Unidos,  esta  Oticina  ha  recibido 
una  traducción  del  Mensaje  que  el  Presidente  Don  Rafael  Iglesias 
dirigió  al  Congreso  Nacional,  al  inaugurarse  sus  sesiones,  el  l".  de 
mayo.  Reñriéndose  á  las  relaciones  de  Costa  Rica  con  las  otras 
naciones,  el  Presidente  se  expresa  asi  : 

Desde  que  Costa  Rica  asnniiri  la  plenitud  de  ¿u  soberanía,  en  iiintnin  tiempo 
como  en  la  hora  presente  el  modo  de  ser  de  sus  relaciones  internacionales  &e  iia 
presentado  en  todos  conceptos  mis  satisfactorio  ;  para  obtener  lo  cual  el  Poder 
Ejecutivo  no  ha  omitido  esfuerzo  alguno  dentro  de  los  límites  del  decoro  y  de 
la  dignidad  nacionales. 

Muy  ?atisi(  cíiü  .^t  mue^^tra  el  Presidente  del  convenio  celebrado 
para  fijar  la  línea  divisoria  con  Nicaragua,  de  conformidad  con  el 
laudo  arbirr  il  emitido  por  Mr.  Grover  Cleveland,  siendo  Presi- 
dente de  los  Estados  Unidos,  y  también  celebra  la  designación 
del  General  E.  P.  Alexander  como  ingeniero  arbitro  en  el  men- 
cionado asunto. 
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Al  hablar  de  la  instrucción  pública,  dice  el  Presidente: 

Convencido  ci  Gobierno  de  la  alta  significaci<'>n  que  para  la  general  cultura  del 
país  tienen  el  ensanche  y  perfeccionamienro  de  la  instrucción  pdblica,  no  ha 
omitido  esfuerzo  alguno  para  üiíuudiria  aun  en  los  más  apartados  ca:>eríos  y  para 
mejorarla  en  todo  sentido. 

Recomienda  que  se  establezcan  escuelas  normales  bien  organi- 
zadas é  inteligentemente  dirigidas.  Hace  mención  de  que  existen 
con  vida  propia  independiente  ^ultades  de  derecho,  medicina, 
cirugía  y  ^rmacia,  y  alude  á  la  de  ingeniería  y  agrimensura  y  al 

establecimiento  de  una  escuela  de  bellas  artes,  ya  decretado  por  el 
Gobierno. 

En  cuanto  á  los  asuntos  jurídicos,  el  Presidente  recomienda 
algunas  reíbrmas  á  fín  de  ikctlitar  los  procedimientos  y  de  mejorar 
la  oiganización  del  sistema  actual.  Encomia  la  administración  de 
justicia,  que  hace  honor  al  país«  el  respeto  del  pueblo  costarricense 
por  las  leyes  y  á  las  cortes  encargadas  de  apltcarbs. 

Al  tratar  de  las  penas^  el  Señor  iglesias  dice: 

Complemento  obligado  de  la  ley  y  de  los  tribunales  es  la  existencia  de  establecí-^ 

míencos  adecuados  á  la  ejecucit^n  de  las  penas.  Aceptado  ya  el  sistema  mixto  de- 
penitenciaria y  colonia  penitenciaria,  según  la  naturaleza  de  los  dditos^como 

el  más  apropiado  para  el  país,  ha  resuelto  el  Poder  Ejecutivo  levantar  en  la3 

rcrcanías  de  esta  capital  una  ciudadela  penifenciaria  que  comprenda,  debi.la- 
mente  aislados  entre  sí.  cuanto  e<;taMccimiento  de  prevención  \  penalidad  hava 
de  fundarse,  incluyendo  en  aquellos  las  casas  de  corrección  de  menores  y  los 
dcparramentos  de  vayo^  de  ambos  sexos. 

La  ¡ucaliJaJ  en  donde  la  ciudadcla  habrá  de  fundarse  c.>cá  ya  adquirida  por  e! 
Gobierno  y  contratada  asimismo  la  construcción  de  los  edificios  de  corrección  de 
menores. 

La  economía  nacional  es  uno  de  los  asuntos  á  que  el  Poder 
Ejecutivo  ha  dedicado  especial  atención,  y  después  de  un  estudio 
de  las  condiciones  del  país^  emitió  el  decreto  por  el  cual  se  reforma 
el  sistema  monetario  y  se  adopta  como  base  el  oro,  que  es  en  la 
actualidad  el  medio  circulante  en  Costa  Rica. 

Dice  asimismo  el  M(  nsaji;  que  en  breve  se  someterá  al  Con- 
greso una  ley  bancaria,  hi  t  uai,  consultando  los  intercbcs  públicos, 
tratará  de  salvar  el  inconveniente  que  se  atribuye  á  la  pluralidad 
de  emisiones. 

Se  emiciiá  una  nueva  ley  referente  á  la  enajenación  de  tierras 
baldías. 


Digitizer  by  Google 


76  BUREAU  OP  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 

Habiéndose  efectuado  el  arreglo  de  la  deuda  exterior,  el  Go 
"bierno  tiene  depositados  los  fondos  suficientes  para  pagar,  á  su 
debido  tiempo,  los  intereses  del  primer  cupón 

El  estado  de  la  Hacienda  Pública  es  satisthctorio.  en  cuanto 
ha  podido  el  Gobierno,  sin  establecer  nuevos  impuestos  ni  ocurrir 
al  crédito  público,  no  obstante  las  subvenciones  acordadas  en  íavor 
de  diversas  poblaciones  de  la  República  y  de  otros  gastos  rela- 
<cíonados  con  el  mejor  servicio  de  la  administración,  íbrmar  una 
reserva  de  valores  efectivos  con  que  atender  á  la  provisión  de 
moneda  de  oro  y  al  compromiso  de  pago  convenido  en  el  nuevo 
arreglo  de  la  deuda  exterior. 

Las  entradas  en  efectivo  durante  el  año  económico  á  que  el 
informe  se  refiere,  alcanzaron  á  $7^.35,610.78,  cantidad  (¿ue  se 
•descompone  así  : 

Producto  de  rentas  $7,  ot%  403. 14 

•Crédito  Público  (deuda  interior)   32,  71*^.  <-io 

Fondos  en  administración  (giros  postales,  etc..  etc.)   373, 64 

7.435. 610.78 

El  producto  de  las  rentas  de  1896  á  1897,  supera  al  del  año 
•económico  de  i8()Ç  á  1896,  en  $851,102.02,  y  excede  á  la  suma 
presupue^radu  en  $538,226.14. 

El  total  de  los  egresos  ascendió  á  '7^2(1. lo  mal  deja 

un  superávit  de  $738,284.27,  que,  unido  al  del  año  anterior,  da 
una  suma  de  $1,081,711.60,  á  lo  que  hay  que  agregar  aun,  por 
âaldo  á  &vor  del  fisco»  correspondiente  á  la  exportación  de  café 
<ie  1895  á  1896,  ;^i6,527-i9-6,  formando  en  conjunto  la  canti- 
dad de  $  1,270,000.00  próximamente,  valor  á  la  orden  de  la  Secre- 
taría de  Hacienda  el  31  de  marzo  próximo  pasado. 

Entre  las  reh-rmas  ijiic  c~  ini!'-jTcnsablc  introducir  en  nuestro  sistema  rentís- 
tico, dice  cl  Señor  Iclc>ia>^,  nene  suma  importancia  la  correspondiente  â  impues- 
tos aduaneros.  Sin  apreciar  por  el  momento  si  es  A  no  con\'enicnte  á  nuestra 
politica  económica  adoptar  uno  ú  otro  de  los  dos  sistema-;  cl  de  libre  cambio 
ó  cl  de  proteccionismo,  que  cun  más  o  menos  cxtensic'ín  prevalecen  en  las  leyes 
arancelarias  de  otros  estados,  por  cuanto  considero  que  son  las  condiciones  espe- 
<íales  de  cada  país  y  la  mayor  suma  de  elementos  excranjeros  que  requiera  para  su 
desarrollo,  las  que  deben  determinar  hasta  qué  grado  ha  de  convenir  la  adopción 
de  uno  ú  otro  sistema  6  la  combinación  racional  de  ambos  ;  si  crev  que  nuestra 
actual  taiifia  de  aduanas  está  muy  lejis  de  corresponder  á  lo  que  la  equidad  en 
«1  aforo  demanda  y  pieuso  también  que  es  deficiente  en  sus  penas  y  dispendiora 
«n  sus  orocedimiéntor  la  ley  íiscal  en  lo  que  i  los  delítor  de  contrabando  se  refiere. 
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La  arción  del  Gobierno  en  dar  oportunos  auxilios,  tanto  a  lás^ 
poblaciones  principales  como  á  las  más  pequeñas,  ha  «ido  muy 
provechosa,  y  además  de  dichos  auxilios  se  ha  emprendido  la 
con  rrucrion  de  carreteras  los  trabajos  para  mejorar  Puerto  Li- 
món, la  edificación  de  casas  de  beneficencia,  escuelas,  institutos, 
establecimientos  higiénicos,  un  museo  nacional,  etc. 

La  atención  del  Gobierno  se  ha  dirigido  asimismo  á  la  cons- 
trucción del  tcrrtKurril  al  Pacífico,  que  completará  pronto  la  vía 
férrea  á  través  de  Costa  Rica. 

En  conclusión,  el  Presidente  dice  que  le  alienta  á  perseverar  con 
ánimo  resuelto  en  la  senda  que  se  ha  trazado,  de  emprender  cuanta 
obra  demande  el  progreso  nacional  compatible  con  los  recursos- 
del  país  y  reclamada  por  su  cultura,  el  éxito  halagador  que  han 
obtenido  sus  esfuerzos,  ^vorecidos  durante  el  año  á  que  el  Mensaje 
se  refiere,  por  una  situación  excepcional,  en  que  los  hábitos  de 
moralitlad  del  pueblo,  la  producción  natural,  t  i  aumento  de  las 
rentas  públicas  y  la  solución  altamente  satisfactoria  alcanzada  para 
las  cuestiones  económicas,  políticas  é  internacionales  que  más- 
preocupan  la  atención  del  Gobierno,  han  contribuido  con  extra- 
ordinario y  casi  inesperado  contingente  á  singularizaren  la  historia, 
de  Costa  Rica  como  un  año  venturoso  el  período  que  acaba  de 
pasar. 


MÉXICO. 

NUEVO  SERVICIO  TELEGRÁFICO. 

Por  convenio  recientemente  celebrado  entre  la  Compañía  Pos- 
tal y  de  Telégrafos  y  el  servicio  de  telégrafo  de  los  ferrocarriles 
Nacional  y  Central  mexicanos,  México  ha  quetlado  en  comuni- 
cación telegráfica  directa,  por  tierra,  con  todas  las  estaciones  tele- 
gráñco-postales  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  establecidas  en  todas  las 
ciudades  y  pueblos  principales. 

Hasta  el  presente,  toda  la  comunicación  telegráfica  entre  Mé- 
xico y  los  Estados  Unidos  se  ha  llevado  á  cabo  vía  Veracruz  y 
Galveston. 

En  lo  adelante,  los  des|)aciios  de  Europa  y  para  Europa  pasa- 
rán vía  New  York  y  la  Compañía  Postal  y  de  Telégrafos. 
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PARAGUAY. 

PROSPECTO  DE  LOS  NEGOCIOS. 

Un  corresponsal  del  British  Trade  Journal,  en  una  corres- 
pondencia  techada  en  Asunción  el  17  de  marzo  de  1897,  hace 
los  siguientes  comentarios  al  hablar  de  las  oportunidades  que 
•oÍTCce  aquel  país  al  comercio  de  I  nglaterra.    Lo  que  el  referido 

corresponsal  diet  del  coiirtcío  inglés  es  a{)li(  a)')k-  ul  i  omercio 
americano,  y  por  esta  razón  se  le  da  cabida  en  este  Boletín. 

Aquí  hay  un  ancho  campo  para  muchos  géneros  ingleses,  especialmente  para 
artículos  de  ferretería,  loza  esmaltada,  etc.,  en  la  importación  de  los  cuale« 
iVlemania  parece  llevar  la  mejor  parte. 

Kn  e!  ramo  de  tejidos,  sin  embargo,  Inglaterra  hace  la  mayor  parte  del  comer- 
cio ;  también  hay  aquí  salida  para  toda  clase  de  armas  de  fuego,  aunque  pagan 
dcrci  líos  muv  subidos. 

rurac'u.iv  no  es  un  país  populoso  ( probablcnienic  tiene  menos  de  <;oo,ooo 
habitante&j  y  no  cuenta  mas  que  con  un  centro  comercial  de  alguna  importancia 
que  es  la  capital,  Asunción  ;  y  un  agente  establecido  aquí  podría  extender  sus 
negocios  por  todo  el  país,  pues  los  comerciantes  de  los  otros  distritos  hacen 
sus  pedidos  aquí  6  reciben  sus  mercancías  de  esta  ciudad.  Paraguay  es  todavia 
un  país  pobre  pues  está  sufriendo  aún  los  efectos  de  la  desastrosa  guerra  con 
Brasil,  Argentina  y  Uruguay,  y  no  ofrece  amplio  mercado  para  la  venta  de 
.artículos  de  lujo.  Basta  observar  sin  embargo  los  grandes  surtidos  de  que  dis- 
ponen muchos  de  los  comerciantes  al  detalle  en  Asunción,  para  darse  cuenta  de 
la  importancia  de  esta  ciudad  como  centro  comercial;  y  valdría  la  pena  para  el 
representante  de  cualquiera  casa  inglesa  de  importancia  venir  i  esta  ciudad 
.aunque  fuera  por  una  permanencia  de  pocos  días.  Dos  6  tres  vapores  cada 
semana  mantienen  comunicación  con  Buenos  Aires,  Montevideo  y  otros  países. 

NECESIDAD  DE  EMPRESAS  DE  LUZ  ELÉCTRICA  Ó  DE  CAS. 

Aunque  Asunción  es  una  ciudad  de  unos  50,000  habitantes  y  es  ta  capital  de 
la  República,  está  todavía  alumbrada  con  aceite.  La  ausencia  del  gas  es  debida 
en  parte  sin  duda  al  alto  precio  del  carbón,  pero  yo  creo  que  se  presenta  aquí 
una  buena  oportunidad  para  el  empleo  de  capitales  ingleses  en  una  empresa  de 
gas  ó  de  alumbrado  eléctrico.  Creo  ñrmemente  que  el  Paraguay  ha^sido  muy 
de-^ruidado. 

F.I  premio  sobre  c!  oro  es  ahora  en  extremo  subido-,  es  de  6*^0  aproximada- 
mente, de  modo  que  el  pcso  del  Paraguay  vale  menos  de  í6  centavos. 

Si  el  tipo  del  cambio  sube,  como  es  probable,  esta  será  una  buena  oportunidad 
para  que  los  comerciante-  co!ni:  ionista-  \  enean  á  este  país,  pues  los  cc^mcrciaiues 
-aquí  se  sienten  mas  dispuestos  á  coni]>rar  cuando  ocurre  alguna  baja  en  el  prenuo 
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del  oro»  debido  ft  que  los  precios  fijados  en  Ia  moneda  local  son  entonces  necesa- 
riamente mas  bajos. 

En  la  República  Argentina  y  el  Uruguay  el  prospecto  de  los  negocios  es  por 
modo  distinto  mas  halagüeño.  La  construcción  de  edificios  ha  aumentado 
reciescemente  en  Buenos  Aires,  y  las  excelentes  calles  y  avenidas  que  se  han 
trazado  con  maravillosa  rapidez  le  sugieren  á  uno  el  estilo  de  New-York  mas 
qae  el  de  una  ciudad  de  la  América  del  Sur. 

t<a  corriente  de  emigración  que  parece  ser  este  afto  mas  nutrida  que  nunca 
constituye  también  otro  buen  signo;  pero  me  reservo  las  consideraciones  sobre 
la  República  Argentina  y  Uruguay  para  otra  carta  que  escribiré  á  mi  llegada  á 
Buenos  Aires. 


SANTO  DOMINGO. 


INDUSTRIA  DEL  AZUCAR. 

[De  loa  Informes  consulares  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  abril  de  1897.] 

Durante  una  permanencia  de  tres  días  en  este  puerto,  de  paso  para  Port-au- 
Piince,  visité  varias  plantaciones  de  azúcar  en  este  distrito.  Son  propiedad  de 
Americaatos  en  todo  ó  en  parte,  y  por  lo  general  están  manejadas  por  Americanos, 
con  capital  americano.  Todo  el  producto  de  estas  fincas  se  embarca  para  los 
Bstados  Unidos,  y  casi  por  completo  en  barcos  americanos.  Para  hacer  este 
informe  lo  mas  conciso  posible,  daré  por  su  orden  los  nombres  de  las  fincas  y  los 
de  sus  duefios,  ast  como  el  importe  de  la  zafra  del  aflo  pasado,  en  sacos  de  300 
Ubras  cada  uno,  y  el  capital  invertido. 


Plantaciones. 


Consuelo  . . . 
Sania  Fé.... 
Porvenir . . . , 
Puerto  Rico. 
'"oJon.... 


Duellos. 


i  Zafia. 

1 


j  Sacai. 

W.  L.  &ss  ;  48,000 

Ross  '  42.000 

Miller    '  33. 000 

Armstrong  \  20, 000 

 ^  34.000 


Capital  in- 
vertido. 


^usquain  i  Bartram 


33- 000 


$x,  aoo.  000 
750.00o 
600.000 
600.000 

500, 000 
400,000 


Aunque  el  producto  total  aparece  de  importancia,  ninguna  de  estas  planta- 
ciones obtuvo  el  año  pasado  provecho  alguno  de  consideración,  debido  proba- 
blemente al  hecho  de  que  el  azúcar  fue  retenido  por  mucho  tiempo.  Las 

autoridades  locales  cxijen  impuestos,  por  varios  conceptos,  que  representan  una 
-suma  Je  33  centavos  por  cada  100  libras.  Al  princi]  i".  JcrcchdS  Je  c\pi>r- 
tación  eran  Je  12^  centavos  (oro),  aproximadameiuc,  ¡>erc)  tal  parece  ijuc  los 
impuestos  han  ido  aumentando  en  proporción  á  las  iiccc^iJaJcs  del  Gobierno. 
ItfOS  plantadores  se  quejan  también,  y  á  mi  juicio  con  razón,  de  que  se  les  obliga 
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ft  fijar  un  precio  i  tas  productos  al  tiempo  del  embarco.  Para  ta  fijación  del 
precio  se  coman  por  base  las  filtimas  cotizaciones  redbidas  por  cable,  que  ft  veces 
tienen  un  mes  de  atraso,  y  el  afio  pasado  la  evaluación  de  esta  suerte  ¡M'acticada 
resultó  muy  en  exceso  del  predo  en  venta.  Si  se  d^ara  el  precio  en  blanco  en 
las  fecturas  para  fijarlo  según  las  cotizaciones  del  mercado  ft  la  fecha  de  la 
entrada  de  la  carga  en  New  Voric,  se  evitaría  ft  los  plantadores  el  riesgo  de 
incurrir  en  la  pena  establecida  para  el  caso  de  que  se  fije  un  precio  inferior  al 
efectivo,  lo  que  puede  ocurrir  fácilmente;  y  se  les  evitaría  asimismo  el  pago 
de  derechos  en  exceso,  pues  se  âi6  el  caso  en  la  pa<?ada  7afra  de  que  el  azúcar 
valuado  á  4,  ^-^^  y  4^,  solo  obtuvo  en  el  mercado  un  precio  de  ^  centavos. 

No  sería  extraño  que  por  estas  razones,  á  pesar  de  las  cuantiosas  sumas  inver- 
tidas y  de  la  reconocida  baratura  de  la  tierra  y  los  salarios,  aquellos  hacenda- 
dos se  vieran  al  fin  obligados  á  auciiiúonar  sus  plantaciones.  Un  alivio,  además 
del  anteriormente  indicado,  podría  encontrarse  si  el  Depanamciitu  del  Tesoro 
hiciera  una  rebaja  de  60  centavos  por  cada  100  libras,  en  vez  de  la  de  50  centa- 
vos que  ahora  se  hace,  para  cubrir  los  gastos  adicionales  de  embarco  que  se 
crearon  el  afio  pasado. 

Henry  M.  Smythe, 
Magoeis,  enero  p  de  lÃçj.  Ministro, 


ESTADOS  UNIDOS. 

CHATTANOOGA  Y  EL  TRÁFICO  EXTRANJERO. 

El  Hínior  ible  Jorge  W.  Ochs.  rilcaide  de  Chaît:an(x>ga,  Es- 
tado de  1  cnnessee,  ha  publicado  un  interesante  escrito  sobre  las 
industrias  y  el  tráñco  de  esa  ciudad,  conocida  popularmente  con 
el  nombre  de  "^La  Puerta  del  Sur/'  en  el  cual  presenta,  en  fonm 
muy  hermosa,  lo  que  vale  dicha  población  como  centro  manuâc- 
turero  y  comercial.  Al  hablar  del  tráfico  extranjero  de  Chattanooga» 
dice: 

De  las  industrias  de  Chattanooga  solamente  treinta  son  absolutamente  locales. 
La  mayor  parte  envía  sus  productos  á  todos  los  puntos  del  pais  7  afin  al  extran- 
jero en  cantidad  considerable.  Los  refrigeradores  hechos  en  Chattanooga  se  en- 
cuentran en  el  Cabo,  en  Honolulu  y  en  las  Antillas.  México  compra  aquS 
material  para  telégrafos,  prensas  de  embalar  heno,  lingotes  de  hierro,  poleas» 
arados,  parrillas  de  hogar  y  muebles  de  la  mejor  calidad.  Trapiches  y  evapo- 
radoras  para  azúcar  \  an  de  Chattanooga  á  México,  á  la  América  del  Sur,  v  á  la< 
Antillas.  Las  zapatas  de  freno  hechas  en  Chattanooga  íorman  parte  del  mate- 
rial de  terrucarril  en  tudas  partea  del  mundo.  La  Europa  nos  compra  en  gran 
cantidad  pizarrines,  poleas,  remos  de  bote,  quemadores  de  gas  de  lava  y  de  cuero» 
y  pone  etiquetas  nuevas  y  vende  i  precios  caprichosos  el  aceite  de  semilla  de  algo* 
don  de  Chattanooga.  La  Inglaterra  y  el  Canadá  piden  maquinaria  especial 
en  grandes  cantidades  á  los  embarcadores  de  Chattanooga;  y  una  ftbrica  de 
lápices  en  Alemania  hace  aserrar  y  embarcar  para  su  uso  particular»  por  medio 
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de  un  establ«:tmiento  de  Chattanooga,  inmensas  cantidades  de  cedro  del  Sur.  El 
Austria  compra  i  Chattanooga  deshiladores  de  algod<'>n  prira  tejer  alfombras: 

cargamentos  de  pintura  se  mandan  de  Chattanooea  5  Y  okohama  y  á  otros  puntos 
íe'nnoí.  La  maquinaria  para  tr.ibcijar  madera,  hecha  en  Chattanooga,  es  enviada 
liait. i  Bombay.  Nuestras  sierraa  van  á  Siam,  y  en  una  palabra,  la  habilidad  y 
energia  de  Chattanooga  phann  convertido  materias  primas  en  artículos  de 
comercio  que  le  solicitan  en  ambos  hemisferios. 


VEiNEZUELA. 

EL  ALMACÉN  DE  MUESTRAS  DE   MERCANCÍAS  AMERICANAS 

EN  CARACAS. 

Por  Rl'DOLPH  Dolge,  Director. 

El  proyecto  de  establecer  en  Caracas,  Vene2uela,  un  almacén  donde  se  exhiban 
mercancias,  se  ha  llevado  i  efecto,  después  de  una  investigacién  y  estudio  deteni- 
dos del  asunto  por  un  Comisionado  especial  de  la  Asociaci/m  Nacional  de  Fabri- 
canteí.  Ef.ta  Asociación  está  ya  lista  para  recibir  las  peticiones  que  se  quieran  hacer 
en  solicitud  de  local  en  el  edificio  que  se  tiene  con  el  objeto  indicado.  El  alma- 
cén  servirá  de  exposÍci(^n  permanente  de  mercancías  americanas  y  será  el  centro 
cíe  reunión  de  los  vcnJciíorc>  (;ue  vi^^ircn  X'eney.ucla  cími  el  fin  de  mirar  por  los 
xxwtiic^QS  de  los  que  uuncii  p.irie  la  exhibición.  I.o  i|uc  la  A-^f^iriarión  «e  pro- 
pone al  establecer  este  almacén,  c>  íomentar  c!  conurcio  cnirt  liv^  E^catlus  Lui- 
dos V  V  enezuela,  haciendo  que  los  comt  rc  iaii[c>  venezolanos  conozcan  bien 
los  efectos  americanos,  que  pueden  comprar  ventajosamente. 

£1  almacén  se  ha  fundado  sobre  las  bases  de  una  concesión  especial  otorgada 
por  el  Gobierno  de  Venezuela  i  la  Asodación  Nacional  de  Fabricantes.  Esta 
concesi^Sn  otorga  el  privilegio  de  introducir  al  pais,  libres  de  derechos,  aquellas 
mercaderías  destinadas  i  la  exhibición  en  el  citado  almacén,  y  solamente  habrán 
de  pagarse  dichos  derechos  en  caso  que  los  efectos  sean  vendidos.  Este  privilegio, 
el  favor  eon  que  en  Venessuela  se  mira  todo  lo  que  es  americano,  y  la  circuns- 
tancia de  que  numerosas  mercaderías  americanas  son  vendibles  en  aquel  pais, 
ofrecen  condiciones  excepcionalmente  favorables  para  la  inauguración  de  la 
empresa  de  que  se  trata.  Varios  comerciantes  prominentes  de  Caracas  han 
tomado  activa  participación  en  los  trabajos  preliminares  para  el  establecimiento 
de  este  almacén,  y  el  Gobierno  venezolano  ha  manifestado  vivo  interés  en  el 
proye  t.\  mostrando  \:\  mejor  disposición  para  cooperar  de  una  manera  práctica 
al  buen  éxito  de  la  emprc*:!. 

Como  e<;te  el  primero  de  los  muchos  Jepi'^ittrs  del  mi  nio  género  c|ue  la 
.Asociacií'ii  Nat  Minai  de  Fabruai;ti-r  tiene  la  intcju^ii'm  Je  c.-raMcrcr  en  varios 
centros  cun^ereiaie»  extranjeros,  >c  deíca  que  e>ce  almacén  sea  en  todo  sentido 
una  institución  modelo  en  su  clase.  Los  proyectos  para  su  organización  y  manejo 
se  han  hecho  cuidadosamente,  y  los  objetos  que  se  exhibir&n  serin  únicamente 
aquellos  que  se  sabe  tienen  demanda  en  Venezuela.  Hay  muchas  manufacturas 
americanas  que  sería  inútil  tratar  de  vender  en  aquel  pais,  y  éstas  no  se  desea 
BolL  Ko.  1  6 
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exhibirlas.  El  objeto  de  la  empresa  es  alcan/ar  beneficios  posi-ivo^  para  los 
(¡UC  tomen  parle  en  ella,  y  se  cree  que  cualquier  fabricante  que  scpa  aprove- 
char ".1^  \entaias  que  el  almacén  le  ofrecerá,  encontrará  abundante  remunera- 
ción [  ar  cl  Jincro  y  los  esfuerzos  invertido^. 

Sc  observará  que  la  AsociacifSn  Nacional  de  Fabricantes  no  trata  de  hacer 
exclusivo  i  sus  miembros  el  privilegio  de  usar  ct  almacén*  La  empresa  ha  sido 
desarrollada  sobre  bases  muy  amplias,  y  su  objeto  es  dar  i  los  fabricantes  ame- 
ricanos la  oportunidad  de  exhibir  sus  efectos  con  el  menor  gasto  posible,  pre- 
sentándoles al  mismo  tiempo  la  facilidad  de  obtener  informes  íidedígnos  sobre  el 
mercado  de  Venezuela,  cuyas  condiciones  son  pricticamente  las  mismas  que 
ofrecen  casi  todas  las  plazas  hispano-americanas. 

Venezuela  presenta  un  magnifico  campo  para  ensayar  el  experimento  en  cues- 
tión, tanto  por  las  intimas  relaciones  que  existen  entre  aquella  República  y  los 
Estados  Unidos,  como  por  las  excelentes  comunicaciones  entre  los  dos  países, 
por  la-  facilidades  bancarias  de  que  los  comerciantes  americanos  pueden  disponer 
y  por  otra?  rr/nncs  podcro>.:ïs.  Grande  es  el  in'crés  que  en  c*tc  a-^unto  han 
manifestado  muchos  fabricantes  tli'-tinpuiJos  cv\  áiv  ci  ramos.  Los  comisionistas 
prestan  al  proyecto  su  más  actixoapovo;  y  los  Señores  Boulton,  Bliss  v  Dallet, 
propietarios  de  la  linca  de  vapores  americanos,  denominada  "  Red  D  "  {Lü  D 
Hoja),  han  ofrecido  transportar  todos  los  objetos  destinados  k  la  exhilnción  por 
ia  mitad  de  lo  que  cobran  generalmente  por  fletes. 

El  éxito  de  la  empresa  parece  ya  seguro,  y  es  de  esperar  que  la  mayor  parte 
de  nuestros  fabricantes  sabri  aprovechar  la  oportunidad  que  se  les  presenta. 

Toda  comunicación  acerca  del  almacén  y  de  la  exposición  debe  dirigirse  i  la 
Asociación  Nacional  de  Fabricantes,  1751  Fourth  street,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
U.S.  A. 


DESARROLLO  DE  SUS  FERROCARRILES. 

Con  fecha  de  Maracaibo,  enero  28  de  1897,     Cónsul  E.  H. 

Plumacher  dirije  al  Departamento  de  Kstado  una  relación  extensa 
é  interesante  del  sisr<  in;i  dt  Ic  rroi  arriles  y  desarrollo  de  X'enezuela. 
Esta  relación  aparece  integra  en  la  publicación  de  los  Consular 
Reports"  de  abril  de  i8(>7,  de  donde  tomamos  los  siguientes 
extractos  principales  : 

Puerto  Cabello  es  una  ciudad  activa  de  15,000  inhabicantes  aproximada- 
mente, justamente  célebre  por  la  posesión  del  mejor  puerto  de  la  costa  norte  de 
la  América  del  Sur.  Reúne  las  tres  condiciones  de  fScil  acceso,  seguridad  y 
profundidad  de  fondo,  hasta  los  muelles  de  la  población.  Además  de  estât 
ventajas  el  puerto  es  cómodo  y  pueden  cargar  y  descargar  á  la  vez  varios  vapores 
europeos. 

LaGuayra  hasta  hace  pocos  años  era  una  rada  excesivamente  inconveniente  7 
con  frecuencia  peligrosa,  donde  los  h  ir*  o>  á  menudo  corren  gran  peligro,  y 
aunque  se  ha  construido  un  tajamar,  donde  se  supone  que  puedan  atracar  iaa 
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embarcaciones  y  efectuar  la  carga  y  descarga.  Los  re- altados  de  la  empresa  no 
ha;:  corre-pon Jido  á  lo  que  se  esper;ih:i.  I'.n  cLiaiiro  á  demás  puertos  abiertos 
lit  lii  República,  ninguno  de  ellos  puede  compararse  en  grado  alguno  con  el  de 
Pueno  Cabello. 

£su  circttnstancia  fiivorable  ha  dado  grande  importancia  á  la  ciudad  aumen- 
tándola considerablemente  su  proximidad  á  Valencia. 

Durante  muchos  affos  antes  de  la  construcción  del  ferrocarril  en  las  dos  ciu- 
dades, se  hicieron  esfuerzos  para  obtener  este  resultado,  y  se  hizo  mis  de  una 
concesión,  pero  &  pesar  de  haberse  hecho  los  trazos  y  la  demarcación  de  la  línea, 
no  se  llegó  á  nn  resultado  práctico. 

Valencia,  teniendo  una  elevación  de  cerca  de  500  metros,  sobre  el  nii'cl  del 
mar,  á  distancia  como  de  treinta  millas  de  Puerto  Cabello,  los  ingenieros  trope- 
zaron á  veces  con  muchas  diftcultades,  y  se  temía  que  los  productos  del  ferro- 
carril, al  abrirse  á  la  comunicacic'in,  no  guardaría  proporción  con  los  ga«.to->  de 
la  construcción,  pero  al  fin  se  organizó  una  compañía  en  Inglaterra  y  se  dió  prin- 
cipio á  la  obra.  Altamente  favorable  á  la  compañía  es  la  clausula  del  contrato, 
garantizando  el  Gobierno  el  7  por  eietno  de  interés  anual,  sobre  el  capital  del 
costo  total  de  la  linea.  Ki  camino  se  abrió  al  tráñco  en  18S6,  estando  construido 
del  modo  más  sólido. 

No  hay  lugares  en  la  línea  entre  Puerto  Cabello  y  Valencia  que  amerite 
descripción  especial,  excepto  Las  Trincheras,  donde  un  establecimiento  termal 
sanitario,  para  los  inválidos,  los  atrae  de  todas  partes  del  país,  y  aun  de  Curaçao 
y  otras  islas  vecinas.  Sin  embargo  de  que  poco  se  esperaba  del  tráfico  del  lugar, 
el  camino  se  ha  construído  para  la  pronta,  regular  y  expedita  trasportación  á 
la  costa  de  los  productos  de  la  gran  región  agrícola,  cuyo  centro  es  Valencia, 
y  para  la  trasportación  al  interior  de  las  mercancías  del  exterior  introducidas 
en  Puerto  Cabello.  Los  rendimientos  de  la  línea,  sin  embargo,  no  han  dado  lo 
que  se  esperaba,  y  la  compañía  tiene  fuertes  reclamaciones  contra  el  Gobierno 
por  el  interés  del  7  por  ciento. 

En  este  país,  como  en  todos  los  demis,  son  e-^encialcs  para  el  progreso  los 
medios  adecuados  para  la  trasportación,  v  la  experiencia  enseria  qiíc  donde  se 
construven  tcrrocarriie>  .il  tr.u  és  de  distritos  de  fertilidad  V  recursos  naturales, 
cuvo  único  obstáculo  p<ira  sa  desarrollo  es  la  cscaséz  de  población,  acuden  pobla- 
uuics  desde  que  se  hacen  los  csíucr/os  necesarios  para  atraerles.  F.n  un  país 
empKTzando  á  poblarse  como  Venezuela,  loa  naturales  no  pueden  considerarse 
como  pobladores  ni  colonos  de  una  sección  particular,  y  si  todos  los  ferrocarriles 
extendiéndose  al  interior,  y  pasando  por  regiones  que  convidan  al  agricultor 
tomasen  el  interés  debido,  en  atraer  el  país  y  establecer  en  la  linea  del  camino, 
ó  cerca  de  ella,  cierto  numero  de  inmigrados,  cesarían  las  quejas  de  deficiencia 
de  las  rentas. 

£a  la  Unia  de  Puerto  Cabello  á  Valencia  hay  muchos  millares  de  acres  de 
terrenos  enteramente  incultos,  que  reúnen  las  condiciones  de  feracidad  de  suelo, 
y  de  clima  suave  y  salubre  con  abundancia  de  agua  de  riego.  Si  la  compafifa 
desde  el  principio  hubiera  organizado  estos  establecimientos  en  los  puntos 
convenientes,  otra  muy  diferente  sería  su  posición  de  hoy. 

Los  ferrocarriles,  en  verdad,  atraen  la  población,  y  esta  debe  hallarse  en  alguna 
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parte,  y  en  cl  caso  de  Venezuela  y  otros  países  situados  de  un  modo  semejante 
debe  venir  del  exterior.  El  Gobierno  además  de  muy  buen  grado  cooperarla 
en  tal  movimiento  que  naturalmente  redundarla  en  beneficio  pfiblico. 

Áunque  el  camino  de  Puerto  Cabello  no  pasa  por  campos  tan  interesantes, 
como  la  linea  de  Caracas  á  Valencia,  donde  después  de  atravesar  las  montanas, 
siguen  los  pueblos  y  las  ciudades  en  sucesión  rápida»  muchas  de  las  cuales  poséen 
importancia  histórica,  él  sirve  de  enlace  entre  el  interior  del  país  y  la  costa,  y 
como  tal  corresponderá  algún  dia  á  las  esperanzas  de  quienes  lo  proyectaron. 

Sus  intereses  y  los  del  Gran  Ferrocarril  de  Venezuela  ?on,  liasta  cierto  punto, 
idénticos;  ambos  tienen  el  mismo  término,  la  ciudad  de  Valencia,  y  unidos 
forman  una  ruta  continua,  desde  Puerto  Cabello,  por  la  costa  á  Caracas,  capital 
de  la  Kfpúhüra,  que  c^tá  ñ  ?u  rurno  unida  con  l,a  (íiiayra,  por  cl  camino  ahicrto 
en  iHHj.  Asi  quccia  tomplcti)  cl  circulo,  v  se  palparán  las  ventajas,  t^uc  han  de 
realizarle  al  fin  ntn  este  triunto  ¿c  la  ingeniería  nnuierna. 

Con  la  t  oiitin nación  de  la  paz,  que  parece  asegurada  al  presente,  v  cl  desarro- 
llo que  se  aguarda  oe  las  condiciones  econ/imicas  del  país,  la  compañía  del  ferro- 
carril de  Puerto  Cabello  á  Valencia  espera  justamente  un  aumento  de  sus  negocios 
que  recompense  las  pérdidas  anteriores.  Se  tienen  fundadas  esperanzas  de  que 
el  affo  próximo  venidero  anunciará  un  periodo  de  prosperidad  permanente  y 
progresiva. 


Digitizeci  by  Google 


o  Boletim  Mensal 

DA 
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Vni,.  V.  JULHO        1897.  No.  i. 


RELAÇÕES  COMMERCIAES  ENTRE  OS  PAIZES 

AMERICANOS. 

Ao  estudar-se  as  relações  commerciaes  dos  Estados  Unidos  com 
os  paizes  latino-americanos  e  as  possibilidades  do  seu  desenvol- 
vimento flituro,  o  tacto  (jue  primeiro  se  deve  observar,  é  a  impor- 
tancia das  consitlt  nic  òes  geographicas.  Estes  pai/.es  grupam-se 
naturalmente'  (jiianto  ás  tarilidades  de  coiiiiminiraçno  rom  os 
tàtatios  L  nitlos,  do  modo  seguinte  :  primeiro,  o  Mexico;  segundo, 
as  Antilhas;  terceiro,  a  America  Central;  quarto,  o  littoral  do 
Atlântico  na  America  do  Sul  ;  e  quinto,  o  littoral  do  Pacifico. 

O  Mexico,  ¿  visto,  estando  situado  mais  proximo  aos  Estados 
Unidos,  foi  posto  em  mais  Êicil  communicação  com  seus  mais 
importantes  centros  de  commercio  pelo  desenvolvimento  recente 
das  vias-terreas,  assim  como  pt  la  extensão  tio  scrvict)  de  vapores. 
As  Antilhas  unem-se  intiniamente  ( om  este  paiz  por  meio  de 
lintias  regulares  de  vapon  s  e  esrâo  relativamente  próximas  a  seus 
portos  do  Sul.  A  costa  do  Atlântico  da  America  Central  vc 
augmentar-se  constantemente  seu  commercio  com  New  Orleans  e 
outras  cidades  deste  paiz.  Esta  importante  zona  commercial  encon- 
tra seu  mercado  natural  nos  Estados  Unidos.  As  divisões  prece« 
dentes — isto  e,  o  Mexico,  as  Antilhas  e  a  America  Central — 
irarão  iiatuialiiK  iite  cada  ^  t  /  mais  para  seu  mais  proximo 
vizinlio,  os  Estados  Unidos,  tanto  na  compra  de  mercailorios 
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manu&cturadas  como  de  géneros  alimenticios,  porque  promovem-se 

as  cominunicaçòes  c  seus  mercados  s;lt)  intelligente  e  industriosa- 
mente príK'urados.  Ksrapor(,ilí)du^  h(  iK  ticios  do  ("oninu  rcio  latino- 
americanodifîîciliiicnrc  se  esquivará  a  este  pai'z,si  os  Estaílo-^  Unidos 
nao  se  estorçarem  por  obtel-a.  É  propriamente  na  America  do  Sul 
onde  a  Europa  está  realmente  entrincheirada.  E  ahi  que  os  Estados 
Unidos  devem  encontrar  a  concurrencia  seria  de  seus  rivaes  com- 
merciaes  no  futuro,  e  tratar  de  combater  as  desvantagens  que  são 
t  muito  evidentes  a  quem  examinar  o  assumpto.  Pcrmittam-me 
chamara  attençno,  muito  resumidamente,  para  os  alpirisnio^  mais 
recentes  lio  commercio  das  divisões  geographicas  acima  mencio- 
nadas. 

Quanto  ao  Mexico,  segundo  os  relatórios  consulares  mais 
recentes^  o  commercio  dos  Estados  Unidos  vai-se  augmentando 
n'uma  razão  que  promette  grandes  resultados  com  mais  enérgicos 
esforços.  No  anno  de  i8(}5,  os  Estados  Unidos  ex  {cortaram  para 
o  Mexico  mercadorias  no  valor  de  cerca  de  $  1 7,cx)o,ooo,  ou  uma 
somma  equivalente  a  todas  as  importações  do  Mexico  procedentes 
da  Cir.i  Bretanha.  Franca  e  da  Allemanha.  Xo  anno  sepruinte  de 
1896,  as  compras  íeitas  nos  Estado^^  l'nidos  pelo  Mexico  cresceram 
mais  $4,000,000,  cmquanto  por  outra  parte  o  Mexico  não  tem 
razão  de  queixar-se  de  falta  de  liberalidade  por  parte  dos  Esta- 
dos Unidos,  no  que  lhe  compraram.  Durante  o  exercício  findo 
a  30  de  junho  de  189^,  compraram  mercadorias  do  Mexico 
no  valor  de  mais  de  $15,000.000,  ou  u-n  excesso  de  quasi 
$4,000,000.  sobre  o  valor  dos  protiiu  tos  (  xportados  pela  Grà  Breta- 
nha, França,  AUrnianha  e  Hespanha.  Parece  que,  si  os  Estados 
Unitlos  compram  cin  maior  esc.ala  do  que  esses  paizes  devem 
vender-ihe  na  mesma  proporção.  A  razào  por  que  isto  nào  é 
presentemente  assim,  é  em  grande  parte  a  lãlta  tio  necessário  zelo, 
sem  o  qual  será  difficil  accelerar  a  decadencia  do  poder  já  enfra- 
quecido, dos  interesses  commerciaes  da  Inglaterra,  Allemanha  e 
França,  que  íbram  estabelecidos  por  tanto  tempo  c  ainda  estão 
vigilantes  nessa  Republica,  nt>ssa  irinfi.  A  opportunidade  ahi  está. 
O.-  re.->entimentos  tios  Mexicano'^  contra  o-  }->tados  Unidos,  nas- 
cidos da  guerra,  ha  meio  século,  desap[)areceram  quasi  inteiramente, 
e  sob  a  administração  judiciosa  e  enérgica  do  Presidente  Diaz, 
relações  mais  estreitas  com  este  paiz,  estão  sendo  cultivadas  dili- 
gentemente.  Os  capitães,  as  emprezas  e  as  industrias  encaminham- 

Digiiiztxi  by  Google 


BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


se  constantemente  para  o  Mexico,  e  as  relações  commerciaes  dos 
dous  paizes,  si  nào  occorrer  algum  incidente  imprevisto^  desenvol- 
ver-se-hão  tapidamente  dentro  dos  annos  próximos  futuros. 

O  commercio  com  as  Antilhas  tem  sido  seriamente  prejudicado 
durante  os  dous  últimos  annos  pela  insurreição  em  Cuba.  Compa- 
runilc)  o>  ;ilgar¡smos  estatísticos  do  Thesouro  dos  Estados  Unidos 
para  iHc)^  e  181^6,  adiamos  que  houve  uma  diinimiirno  durante 
um  anno  de  niuiro  mais  de  $12,000,000  nas  importai, oes  de  Cuba, 
c  de  mais  de  $5,000,000  nas  exportar ò<  s  dos  Estados  Unidos  para 
esta  ilha.  Comparados  com  o  anno  de  1894,  ^  algarismos  para 
1896  mostram  uma  diminuição  de  mais  de  $25,000,000  nas  im- 
portações e  de  quasi  $13,000,000  nas  exportações.  Sob  condi- 
ções normaes,  Cuba  é  quasi  inteiramente  dependente  dos  Estados 
Unidos  como  mercado  para  seus  productos,  e  com  um  ajuste  con- 
veniente de  reciprocidade,  podiam  estes  augmentar  muito  suas 
vendas  de  mercadorias  manufacturadas.  O  capital  americano 
empregado  em  Cuba  já  monta  a  uma  somma  considerável,  e  com 
a  restoração  da  paz  e  da  ordem,  o  desenvolvimento  dos  interesses 
dos  Estados  Unidos  alli  em  grandes  proporções,  será  somente  uma 
questão  de  tempo. 

As  mesmas  considerações  são  applicaveis,  mais  ou  menos,  ás 
outras  ilhas  das  Antilhas.  As  colonias  britannicas,  por  exem()lo, 
com  a  except, ão  da  Jamaica,  compram  muito  mais  dos  Estados 
Unidos  tio  que  da  Metrópole,  e  encontram  seus  principaes  mer- 
cados neste  paiz.  Na  Jamaica,  as  condições  (  stâo  se  alterando 
cm  favor  deste  paiz.  ''Até  ha  poucos  annos,"  diz  o  consul  dos 
Estados  Unidos  em  Kingston,  em  data  de  26  de  setembro  de 
1896,  ''os  Estados  Unidos  não  podiam  Êizer  concurrencia  com  a 
Inglaterra  nas  mercadorias  manuÊicturadas.  Hoje  o  nosso  paiz 
promette  ser  superior  a  ella." 

Dos  paizes  da  America  Central,  a  Homkiras  ingleza  íornere  a 
prn\  a  mais  notável  da  corrente  geral  de  comni(  rcio  para  os  Estados 
Unidos.  Sendo  colonia  ingleza,  naturalmente  preferiria  os  pro- 
ductos inglezes.  Comtudo,  segundo  um  relatório  recente  do 
consul  dos  Estados  Unidos  em  Belize,  quasi  todo  o  augmento  de 
importações  de  1895,  sobre  as  do  anno  anterior,  omittindo-se  o 
Mexico,  foi  procedente  dos  Estados  Unidos.  O  consul  ameri- 
cano crê  que  ♦*  É  provável  que  este  augmento  continue,  porque  o 
povo  vai-se  acostumando  cada  vez  mais  aos  nossos  produi:tos. 


Digiiiztxi  by  Google 


88 


BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


Diz  que  a  qualidade  superior  de  nossas  mercadorias  e  a  prompta 
e  ircquente  cominunicação  entre  os  dous  paizes,  diio-nos  grandes 
vantagens."  Um  tacto  muito  signiñcativo  da  intimidade  das 
relações  commerciaes  que  já  existem,  se  acha  na  adopção  pela 
Honduras  ingleza,  ha  dous  annos,  do  dollar  de  ouro  dos  Estados 
Unidos  como  seu  padrão  monetario. 

Em  Costa  Rica,  segundo  as  informações  de  um  consul  inp:lez, 
os  algarismos  mostram  cpie  os  l-^stailos  Unitios  e  a  Alie  in.iiüia 
gradualmente  vào  prt  valrt  t  ndo  b()br<  a  (  irá  Bretanlia.  Nilo  se 
dá  o  augmento  relativo  ou  a  diminui<,ào,  mas  a  cunclusílo  c 
satistactoria. 

O  valor  das  exportações  dos  Estados  Unidos  para  Guatemala 
em  1895,  excede  ao  das  da  Allemanha  em  $400,000,  e  ao  das  da 
Grã  Bretanha  em  $500,000.  Com  esforços  adequados,  este  paiz 
poderá  reduzir  a  uma  porcentagem  simplesmente  nominal,  a  parte 

que  todos  os  j)aizes  europeos  ti  m  no  seu  eommercio. 

Os  oííiciaes  consularas  dos  listados  Unidos  em  Xiearapia, 
dizem  que,  nào  obstante  as  iiiiportaçòes  montarem  apenas  a 
$3,000,000  por  anno,  podiam-se  augmentar  considera\  elmente  as 
vendas  de  mercadorias  manufacturadas  nos  Estados  Unidos. 
Actualmente  as  exportações  e  importações  dos  Estados  Unidos 
contrabalançam-se,  cada  uma  montando  em  1896  a  um  milhão  e 
um  quarto  de  dollars. 

Isto  basta,  talvez,  para  mostrar  que  os  paizes  e  as  ilhas  do  mar 
das  antilhas.  estando  situadas  as  proprias  portas  dos  Estados  l  ' nidos, 
respontit  ram  primeiramente,  romo  se  esperava,  ás  condições  que 
parecem  predispostas  a  uma  completa  alliança  commercial  com 
os  Estados  Unidos.  Na  minha  opinião,  a  tarefa  de  assegurais» 
completamente  para  este  paiz  será  fiicil,  si  ñzermos  uso  intelli- 
gente das  opportunidades  apresentadas.  Mas  niio  se  pode  esperar 
que  taes  resultados  sejam  conseguidos  si  ficarmos  sentados  e  á 
espera  de  que  venham  [)or  si  mesmos.  Os  competidores  europeos 
não  deixariam  de  tirar  proveito  de  sen^(  Ihantt  ik  l;1í^(  ncia.  como 
tizeram  no  passado.  São  vigilantes,  activos,  habilitados,  c  sabem 
bem  que  as  vantagens  sâo  tão  contra  elles,  que  somente  a  inditíe- 
rença  ou  indolencia  permittirá  que  elles  contrariem  o  desvio  deste 
eommercio  dos  canaes  artiñciaes  para  os  canaes  naturaes.  O  êxito 
será  dos  Estados  Unidos  si  o  souberem  apanhar,  mas  a  menos 
que  se  esforcem,  escapar-lhes-ha. 
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Quando  olhamos  para  mais  longe — isto  é,  para  o  continente  sul- 
americano— a  perspectiva  também  vai  melhorando.  Os  Estados 
Unidos  tèm  alli  também  certas  vantagens,  mas  geographicamente 
nao  SÃO  tamanhas.    Um  olhar  para  um  mappa  do  mundo  mostra 

quf  A  costa  da  Aiíicricu  cio  Sul  está  situada  iiuiis  próxima  ao 
M  unció  \'elho  do  que  aquella  parte  do  Novo  Mundo  occupado  por 
este  paiz.  Uma  linha  perpendicular  traçada  de  New  York  para 
o  sul  passará  por  algum  ponto  da  costa  do  Peru.  Quer  dizer, 
que  a  grande  parte  do  continente  sul-americano  está  situada  a  leste 
da  dita  linha.  Segundo  o  mappa  da  Repartição  de  Hydrographía 
dos  Hstados  Unidos,  que  mostra  os  caminhos  dos  mais  grandes 
vapores,  Pernambuco  no  Brazil,  está  a  3,700  milhas  náuticas  de 
New  York,  e  somente  está  a  200  milhas  mais  longe  de  Plymouth, 
na  In¿^latcrra.  l'^srá  somente  a  1 ,60o  milhas  de  Sierra  Leone  e  a 
uma  distancia  pouc  o  menor  das  ilhas  de  Cabo  V^erde.  De  Per- 
nambuco a  Li>b()a  é  de  3,200  milhas.  Rio  de  Janeiro  está  a 
4,700  milhas  náuticas  de  New  York  ;  Buenos  Aires  está  a  mais  de 
mil  milhas  náuticas  mais  para  o  sul.  Assim  vemos  que  a  vanta- 
gem geographica  dos  Estados  Unidos  sobre  a  Europa  é  muito 
pouca  quanto  á  costa  de  leste  da  America  do  Sul.  Quanto  á  costa 
do  norte,  isto  é  muito  mais  notável,  e  as  condições  apontadas,  que 
atfectam  o  commercio  do  mar  das  Antilhas,  são  também  appli- 
caveis,  mais  ou  menos,  a  esta  parte  tia  costa  da  .\merica  do  Sul. 
Mas  a  costa  de  leste,  eoniprehcndcndo  o  Hra/il.  a  Repiiblica 
Argentina  e  o  U  ruguay,  c  muito  mais  remota  dos  Estado:»  Ü  nidos 
e  muito  mab  próxima  á  Europa  do  que  a  primeira  vista  sup- 
pômos. 

As  condições  geographicas  sendo  assim  quasi  iguaes  para  ambos 
dos  competidores,  não  é  surprehendente  ver  que  os  nossos  concur* 
rentes  europeos  tem  mantido  até  agora  grande- influencia  sobre  o 

comiiu  rc  ic)  Mil-.iiiirricano.  Fallando  a[)r()xini.ul;iinente,  os  Esta- 
dos Unidt)s  cuinj>rain  da  Anir  rica  do  Sul  tocios  os  annus  pro- 
ductos no  valor  de  $  1 10,000,000  a  $  1 50,000,000,  c  só  lhe  N  endem 
productos  no  valor  de  menos  de  $40,000,000.  Durante  dez 
annos  as  exportações  dos  Estados  Unidos  para  a  America  do 
Sul  tbram  augmentadas  no  valor  de  $6,ooo«ooo,  emquanto  o  aug* 
mento  de  importações  ibi  cinco  vezes  esta  somma.  Ha  muitos 
obstáculos  artiñciaes  contra  a  concurrencia  dos  Estados  Unidos  no 
ct>iiimt:rcio  da  America  do  Sul,  taes  corno  o  uso  d<:  mercadorias 
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europeas  por  muito  tempo  estabelecido,  as  âcilidades  bancarias 
e  de  transporte  cuidadosamente  desenvolvidas,  e  as  grandes  em* 
prezas  de  capital  europeo,  mas  todos  estes  podem  ser  vencidos  por 

esforços  concertados  e  irulustriosos.  Ch  iin;i-se  attençàu  ('s[>cc  ial 
para  o  carac  turístico  geu^^raphico  do  problema,  porque  contem 
em  si  a  importante  lição,  que  em  toda  a  costa  de  ksC€,os  Estados 
Unidos  têm  pouca  vantagem  quanto  á  distancia  para  o  transporte, 
e  devemos  estar  preparados  para  encontrar  os  Inglezes,os  AUemáes, 
05  Francezes  e  os  Italianos,  em  condições  quasi  iguaes. 

É  difiéreme  quanto  á  costa  do  oeste.  Um  olhar  para  o  mappa 
mostrara  uma  linha  quasi  perpendicular  de  New  York  para  o 
Isthnu)  do  Panama.  Si  se  abrir  um  canal  niaririnu)  no  Isrtinio 
por  <|ual4utr  ilos  dous  caminhos  projrí  r:Hlo>,  New  Wnk  e.  New 
Orleans  serão  postas  em  jtacil  e  intuiia  connnunicação  com  toda  a 
costa  do  Pacifico  no  Mexico,  America  Central  e  na  America  do 
Sul.  A  cidade  de  San  Francisco,  é  visto,  já  goza  de  taes  hciW- 
dades.  Por  meio  de  um  canal  no  Isthmo,  terá  também  um 
caminho  inestimável  por  agua  para  o  mar  das  Antilhas. 

Um  estudo  do  mappa  mostra  claramente  que  os  Estados 
Unidos  em  toda  parte  estão  interessados,  mais  ou  menos,  no  dt x  ri- 
vol\  inicnto  lio  coniincrcio  larino-ainrricano.  San  Franc  isco  está 
pouco  menos  interessado  lio  que  Xew  \  orle,  Philadelphia,  Boston* 
Baltimore  e  os  outros  portos  da  costa  tio  Atlântico.  O  interesse  que 
New  Orleans,  Galveston,  Mobile  e  todo  o  littoral  do  Goltò  tém 
no  desenvolvimento  deste  commercio  é  evidente  a  primeira  vista 
Chicago,  Cincinnati,  Cleveland,  St  Louis,  Louisville,  Indian- 
apolis, Detroit,  Kansas  City,  Omaha,  Denver,  Minneapolis  c  St. 
Paul  contemplam  rom  esperança  e  com  boa  razào,  este  coninu  rc  io 
valio>o.  Ha  todo  o  motivo  cm  antic  ipar  o  d(  >\  io  do  commercio  da 
maior  parte  da  ¿\merica  latina  para  este  paiz,  e  achamos  na  superiori- 
dade reconhecitla  de  muitas  classes  de  manufacturas  americanas,  um 
grande  estimulo  á  concurrencia  comas  nações  índustriaes  da  Europa 
mais  adiantadas.  De  toda  parte  do  mundo,  chega  o  testemunho 
convincente  da  popularidade  das  mercadorias  americanas, 
especialmente  das  mercadorias  de  al^odào,  machinas,  instrumentos 
a^r¡ct)las,  icrrapens  e  terramt  ntas  ilr  c-arpinteiro,  mobilia,  botas  e 
sapatos,  e  arrivais  de  courf)  de  ioda.>  a^  c  la>-(  Para  citar  uma 
instancia  significativa,  appücavel  ao  coninK  n  io  latino-americano, 
o  numero  do  Board  of  Trade  Journal  de  Londres  do  mez  de 
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maio,  admitte  n'um  artigo  escrito  por  um  consul  inglez,  que  as 
íêrramentas  de  carpinteiro  dos  Estados  Unidos  vão  arredando  este 

artigo  i ngkz  du  mercado  do  Peru,  por  causa  do  "seu  apcrtciçoa- 
mento,  harateza  e  modo  de  rnipacotar."  As  fechaduras,  arados 
de  mào  e  aço  em  folhas  também  sao  im[X)rtados  dos  Estados  Unidos 
pelo  Peru,  de  preferencia  aos  productos  inglezes. 

Mas  os  esforços  systematicos  são  indispensáveis  para  ter  os  me- 
lhores resultados  destas  vantagens.  Os  Estados  Unidos  não  podem 
esperar  £izer  uma  grande  colheita  sem  que  cultivem  cuidadosa* 
mente  o  solo.  As  particularidades  de  taes  esforços  devem  ficar  ao 
cuKl.ido  dos  manufactureiros  v  exportadores  e  das  différentes  firmas 
ofí^rinisadas,  que  os  representam.  A  funcçilo  da  Secretaria  das 
Republicas  Americ  anas  é  preparar  o  caminho  para  promover 
relações  mais  estreitas  entre  os  paizes  latino-americanos  e  os 
Estados  Unidos»  e  para  recolher  e  distribuir  informações  praticas  a 
todos  os  interessados.  £  grato  poder  dizer  que,  durante  as  semanas 
passadas,  tive  a  felicidade  de  receber  abundante  prova  do  interesse 
das  Republicas  nossas  irmãs,  nesta  grande  obra,  e  da  cooperação 
cordial  e  auxilio  de  seus  distinctos  representantes  diplomáticos  nos 
Estados  Unidos  em  íormular  planos  para  descrn oK cr  sua  utilidade 
nas  linhas  prescritas  pela  Conferencia  Internacional  Americana, 
que,  sob  o  pnio  poderoso  de  James  G.  Blaine,  reuniu-se  em 
Washington  desde  2  de  outubro  de  1889,      ^9     ^^^^^  1890. 

É  digno  de  recordar  o  que  elle  disse  por  occasião  da  abertura 
desta  Conferencia  :  Não  devemos  esquecer  que  um  destino  com- 
mum  nos  fez  habitantes  de  dous  continentes,  que  ao  fim  de  quatro 
séculos,  ainda  sào  considerados  no  Velho  Mundo  como  o  Novo 
Mundo.  Situações  semelhantes  produzem  s\  ni[):ithias  semelhantes 
e  impõem  deveres  semelhantes.  Reunimo-nos  na  t  rença  dt  (]ue 
as  nações  da  America  devem  ser  e  podem  ser  mais  úteis,  umas  ás 
outras,  do  que  actualmente  são,  e  que  cada  uma  achará  vantagem 
e  beneficio  np  augmento  de  communicação  com  as  outras.  Acre- 
ditamos que  devemos  aproximar-nos  mais  intimamente  pelos 
caminhos  do  mar,  e  que  em  um  dia  não  distante  os  systemas  de 
estradas  de  ferro  do  Norte  e  do  Sul  entroncar-se-hão  no  I  sth  mo  e 
uninlo  por  terra  as  capitães  politicas  c  roniiiK  rriacs  de  toda  a 
America.  ♦  *  ♦  Muito  teremos  pinho  (|uando  adquirirmos 
a  confiança  mutua,  na  qual  toda  a  amizade  internacional  deve 
reposar.    Será  ganho  maior  podermos  tomar  mais  conhecidos  uns 
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dos  outros,  OS  povos  de  todas  as  nuçOes  americanas,  alvo  que  se 
alcançará  com  mais  frequente  e  mais  rápida  communicação  entre 
elles.  O  máximo  ganho,  porem,  será,  quando  as  relações  pessoaes 
e  commerciaes  dos  estados  americanos  do  Norte  e  do  Sul  estiverem 

tàò  desenvolvidas  e  reguladas  que  cada  um  adquira  a  maxima 
vantagem  possi\  «  1  das  boas  relações  de  todos.** 

Fiel  a  este  alto  stiuimento.  a  Se(Tetaria  das  Repúblicas  Ameri- 
canas toi  estabelecida  como  uma  agencia  da  grande  obra.  (  )  aí  to 
da  sua  organisacào  foi  adoptado  pela  Conferencia  a  14  de  abril 
de  1890,  tendo  sido  apresentado  o  parecer  pelos  Srs.  Josê  Al- 
fonso, do  Chile;  Matías  Romero,  do  Mexico;  Nicanor  Boleta 
Pera'za,  de  Venezuela;  Salvador  de  Mendonça,  do  Brazil;  e 
Henry  G.  Davts  e  Charles  R.  Flint,  dos  Estados  Unidos.  Dos 
d( /oito  Cj()\  «  rnos  rt  prt  sentados,  todos  presentes  —  quatorze  em 
numero,  a  sabtT :  A  Republica  Argentina,  Bolívia,  Brazil,  Chile, 
Colombia, Costa  Rica,  Guatemala,  Honduras,  Mexico,  Nicaragua, 
Paraguay,  Peru,  Estados  Unidos  e  X'enezuela^ — votaram  pelo  esta- 
belecimento desta  Secretaria.  E(piador,  Haiti,  Salvadt)r  e  Uruguay 
nlo  estavam  representados  na  Conferencia  nesse  dia,  mas  todos 
estes  paizes  prestaram  e  desde  entáo  tem  prestado  á  Secretaria  seu 
apoio  e  reconhecimento  official. 

Com  lealdade  j)ara  com  os  serios  pnjpositos  da  sua  creaçilo; 
com  iiulusiria  no  preenchimento  áo>  deveres  que  a  sua  atimuii- 
stração  ord(  na  ;  com  as  vistas  atteíUa>  {)ara  sua  direcção  para  a 
utilidade  cummum  a  todos;  e  com  tal  acyão  e  cooperação  por 
parte  da  commissão  executiva  como  fica  dito,  não  tenho  duvida 
de  que  a  Secretaria  realizará  dentro  em  breve  a  idea  de  seus  fun- 
dadores, isto  c,  uma  grande  agencia,  dirigida  por  caminhos  práticos, 
para  promover  o  commercio  e  as  boas  relações  entre  todas  as 
Republicas  do  hemispherio  acidental  e  das  colonias  europeas  das 
Antilhas  e  da  America  do  Sul.  Para  este  fim  ilesejo  cniprr;j;ar 
nu  iis  nulluires  esforços,  v  n'uma  obra  tào  brneh(M  t  patriótico, 
creio  que  posso  ])cdir  com  razào  c  receber  com  contian^a,  a  vigo- 
rosa cooperação  de  todos  os  Americanos.  Deixamo-nos  todos 
estimular  e  inspirar  por  *'*'esse  patriotismo  maior  que  constitue  a 
fraternidade  das  nações"  até  receber  "tal  impulso  qual  jamais 
se  conheceu." 
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INAUGURAÇÃO  DOS  MUSEUS  DE 
PHILADELPHIA. 

No  dia  2  de  junho,  nu  Academia  de  Musica  de  Philadt  l[>lu.i. 
o  Sñr.  Presidente  dos  Estados  Unidos,  acompanhado  por  alguns 
membros  de  seu  Gabinete,  dos  Ministros  do  Mexico,  do  Brazil, 
do  Chile,  de  Venezuela,  da  Suissa,  do  Equador,  da  Republica 
Argentina,  íla  Korea,  da  China  e  de  Costa  Rica,  e  dos  represen- 
tantes das  Camaras  de  Commercio  de  varias  nações  americanas, 
inaugurou  solemnemente  os  Museus  de  Philadelphia  com  o 
seguinte  discurso: 

MiKHAs  Senhoras,  meus  Senhores:  A  reunião  de  represen- 
tantes dos  grandes  interesses  commerciaes  e  industriaes,  nacionaes 
e  estrangeiros,  em  numero  tão  considerável  é  Êicto  tão  raro  que 
toma  esta  ceremonia  um  acontecimento  saliente  e  memorável. 
Camaras  de  commercio,  juntas  commerciaes,  presidentes  de  muni- 
cipalidades e  governadores  de  Estados,  conjunctamente  com  visi- 
tantes de  quinze  outras  nações  (  ongregam-se  para  testemunharem 
a  importancia  ligada  a  esta  t  ni preza.  Cada  uma  das  republicas 
no-:<as  irmà^í  d'esté  continente  está  aqui  rejirí  st  ntada  por  seus 
mmistros  v  nu  muitos  casos  numerosas  dch-gacòrs  de  proeíni- 
nentcs  citladãtvs  fizeram  longas  jornada^,  com  *xr^inde  sacriticio 
pessoal,  para  tomarem  parte  n"(  ^rc  acoiiK  cimento  tio  significativo. 
A  todos  damos  i:ordeal mente  as  boas  v  indas. 

Nenhum  fim  vulgar  poderia  ter  originado  esta  tentativa  indus- 
trial. Os  interesses  c  a  cortezia  inrcrí  sradoaes  f  internacionaes 
cuntribuiram  para  o  seu  succc-íSO,  mas  nada  nicno^  do  que  a  ]m>- 
tunda  convicção  no  espirito  dos  povos  aqui  representados  de  que 
o  movimento  agora  iniciado  redundará  no  futuro  em  beneficio 
permanente  para  as  suas  relações  commerciaes,  pode  explicar  seu 
caracter  a  um  tempo  geral  e  distincto. 

O  ñm  declarado  dos  Museus  de  Philadelphia  é  ajudar  o  desenvol- 
vimento da  prosperidade  commercial  e  industrial.  Xâo  ha  causa 
n'este  momento  mais  merecedora  de  nossas  energias.  E  causa 
digna  do  maior  louvor  a  expansão  do  commercio  seguida  de  mais 
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amplos  mercados,  melhores  campos  de  occupaçào  e  mais  ^ccis 
condições  de  vida  para  os  povos.  Um  tal  esíôrço  pede  a  tmme» 
diata  approvação  de  todos-  os  que  amam  a  humanidade,  porque 
com  ella  está  intimamente  ligada  a  prosperidade  do  mais  humilde 
trabalhador  e  o  bem  estar  de  cada  lar. 

O  movimento  é  inaugurado  em  amplas  e  progressivas  linhas. 
Os  seus  autores  e  promotores  acreditam  que  as  condições  do  com- 
mercio  internacional  podem  ser  directamente  desenvolvidas  pelo 
estudo  systematico  e  demonstradas  por  methodos  scientiBcos. 

O  distincto  grupo  de  cavalheiros  que  planearam  esta  organí* 
zaçilo  apossou-se  de  grandes  verdades  económicas  e  está  preparado 
a  leval-as  ás  mais  pros[)eras  conclusões,  O  seu  generoso  auxilio 
augmentará  a  sua  utilidade. 

.  Uma  emprega  industrial  nacional  prepara  o  caminho  para  outra. 
Uma  grande  exposição  como  esta  é  ao  mesmo  tempo  uma  educa- 
ção e  uma  inspiração.  Concentra  a  attençio  i\n<  cicladnos,  alarga 
o  circulo  de  suas  idéas,  tòrtifica-lhes  a  coiitiaiic  a,  [)romove  o 
espirito  de  tranca  cœperaçfio  e  emulação,  de-^pt  rta  uma  lou\  a\ cl 
ambição  e  estimula-lhes  os  estorços  na  utiliza<¿iü  de  todas  as  tornas 
e  processos  de  pruducçÙO. 

A  ExfK)sição  Columbiana  Universal  de  Chicago  foi  o  pre- 
cursor d'csta  nitnos  geral  porém  mais  permanente  contribuição 
para  o  avanço  econonuco  do  mundo.  iMuito^  dos  productos  exhi- 
bidos em  Chicago  são  a(jui  conservados  e  têm  údo  tào  intelligente- 
nu  nrt*  augmentados  (jue  a  Direcção  dos  Museus  de  Phihuh  lphia 
proclama  com  orgulho  tjue  a^ua  cxhibição  e  hoje  a  uiais  completa 
e  extensa  no  seu  genero. 

Fez-se  admirável  demonstração  não  só  dos  productos  e  adcanta- 
mento  do  nosso  paiz,  como  de  todas  as  Republicas  Americanas. 
Dá-se  o  exemplo  de  um  espirito  de  amistoso  intercurso  e  de  coop- 
eração reciprocamente  vantajoso,  o  qual  constitue  um  auxilio  sug- 
gestivo,  não  só  ao  commercio,  como  á  urbanidade  e  boa  vontade 
internacional. 

A  boa  vontade  abre  a  porta  ao  bom  commercio, 

O  productor  e  o  consumidor  de  ambos  os  continentes  acham-se 
aqui  reunidos  em  intimo  contacto  e  aprendem  a  coUaborar  para  a 
riqueza  commum.  Para  que  novos  mercados  possam  ser  abertos  e 
para  que  um  mais  vasto  commercio  seja  proveitosamente  dirigido, 
omanjufactureiro  deve  ter  opportun  idade  de  tomar-se  familiar  com 
a  qualidade  das  mercadorias  pretendidas  pelo  consumidor.  E  assim, 
o  consumidor  por  seu  turno  deve  ter  ensejo  de  examinar  as  merca- 
dorias a  que  o  manutacriireiro  deseja  dar  sabida. 

Segue-se,  pois,  que  unia  r<  conhecida  instituição  central  como 
esta  c  de  real  estabilidade,  que  a  integridade  de  sua  direcção  náo 
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pode  ser  (iisruriila,  r  c^ue  com  vusros  recursos  pode  tornar-se  de 
inotiinavrl  vantagem  não  só  pnni  unui  ^j^cra^^ào  n'um  dado  paiz, 
nia>  tanihrin  para  todo  o  roTuinrnt»^  c  para  o  tvituro.  Tanto  a 
capacidade  como  o  capital  >ãu  cb^cm  iat's  ao  surc(  s.>o  do  com- 
mercioe  felizmente  estes  Museus  possiu  in  taes  ch-nu  utos.  E  no- 
torio que  os  dados  para  promptas  e  exactas  referencias  podem  ser 
a(pii  obtidos  n'uni  grau  até  hoje  nào  attingido  em  parte  alguma 
do  mundo. 

Assim  pois,  e  ainda  tão  tm  começo,  nào  é  exagerado  dizer  que 
um  movimento  deste  genero  é  na  sua  tei<;ào  geral  nacional,  mais 
do  que  isso,  internacional  e  asseverar  que  o  seu  successo,  se  sabi- 
amente dirigido,  surprehenderá  mesmo  os  seus  mais  enthusiasticos 
amigos  e  fundadores.  Baseado  em  principios  utilitarios^  mirando 
somente  o  bem  estar  de  todo  o  paiz,  aproveitando  tanto  ás  outras 
nações  como  á  nossa,  o  intuito  e  a  realização  d'esta  exposição  indus- 
trial pratica  está  de  accordo  com  o  melhor  espirito  do  século  e  ella  é 
digna  da  boa  vonrade  e  acolhimento  de  todos  os  patriotas  Americanos 

Certifico  os  promotores  d'esta  empreza  do  profundo  intt  rt  -  e  do 
no>so  Governo  e  da  nação  no  seu  successo.  Felicito  os  cidadãos 
de  Philadelphia, que  tão  bom  nome  grangearamcom  a  Exposição 
Centenaria,  a  qual  primeiro  revelou  ao  mundo  o  admiravel 
desenvolvimento  de  nossos  recursos^  por  ter-lhes  sido  confiado  o 
.  cuidado  e  acabamento  d*esta  grande  obra. 

Esta  municipalidade  procedeu  bem  e  previdentemente  ao 
organizar  a  nova  instituição  como  um  departamento  separado  da 
sua  administração.  (  )  povo  d'esta  cidade,  berço  da  liberdade 
Americana,  demonstrou  mais  uma  v<  /  com  generoso  subsidio  e  a 
dadiva  de  um  valioso  sitio,  o  s<  u  e>[)irito  e  intenções  patrióticas, 
chamando  á  sua  coinmimhrio  e  con^ellu)  re[)resentantes  das  priíi- 
cipaes  corporações  coinrnerciat:>  il  t  ste  pai/..  Os  Estados  l  nidos 
muito  devem  a  F*hiladelphia.  1'^lla  contribuiu  inconunensura- 
vclnirnte  para  o  triumpiío  da  liberdade;  ella  vac  agora  ajudal-os 
no  triumpho  do  trab  illio. 

Oueni  duvidara  de  que  as  deliberações  d'estes  homens  capazes 
e  animados  de  patriotismo,  trabalhando  juntos  livre  e  cordeal- 
mente,  levados  por  um  impulso  commum  e  um  interesse  com- 
mum,  darão  em  resulrado  relações  mais  intimas  de  cortezia  inter- 
nacional e  para  todos  uma  maior  prosperidade  f 

Possam  as  bênçãos  de  Deus  cahir  sobre  esta  digna  empreza  e 
sobre  os  que  trabalharam  pelo  seu  engrandecimento. 
Declaro  solemnemente  inaugurados  os  Museus  de  Philadelphia. 
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Entre  as  pessoas  presentes  á  ceremonia,  alem  de  varios  íunc- 
cionarios  dos  Museus,  tàlluram  também  os  Sñres.  Ministros  do 
Mexico  e  de  Costa  Rica. 

O  Senhor  Romero  disse: 

SkNHUK     I'rKsI  Í^KNTK.    SkNHORLS    do     MuSKU    COMMKRCIAI.  DE 

Philadelphia:  O.^  rt-presentantes  diplomáticos  das  Republicas 
Latino-Americanas  em  \Vashin<;ton  agradecem  protundamente  a 
í)p{)()rninidade  que  lh("s  toi  proporc  ionada  de  presenciar  a  inau- 
guração do  Museu  Luimiirrcial  dv  l'hiladrlphia  e  de  expressar 
quanto  avaliam  a  transcendente  importancia  d  e.stc  acontecinu  nto. 

O  Museu  Commercial  de  Philadelphia  é  um  estabelecimento 
que  se  inau^^urou  com  o  fim  de  desenvolver  o  commcrcio  entre  as 
nações  d*esce*  continente,  e  se  tomarmos  em  consideração  o  curto 
tempo  (pie  conta  desde  a  sua  organisação,  as  grandes  proporções 
queja  attingiu  e  a  maior  importancia  que  terá  quando  se  construir 
o  seu  novo  magnifico  edifício,  pode  assegurar-se  com  toda  a  con- 
fiança que  dentro  em  breve  o  Museu  Commercial  será  considerado 
de  summa  importancia  avantajando-se-lhe  unicamente  para  impul- 
sionar o  commercio  internacional  a  legislação  fiscal  e  as  facilidades 
de  transporte,  sendo  um  dos  melhores  meios  que  se  pode  adoptar 
para  desenvolver  as  relações  mercantis  entre  as  nações  americanas. 

As  leis  fiscaes  constitiirni  indubitavelmente  o  factor  mais  im- 
portante para  o  impulso  do  commercio,  porque  ellas  podem 
estabelecel-o,  desenvolvel-o  e  supprim i l-o  por  meio  da  imposição 
de  direitos  de  importação.  Apozas  1(  fiscaes  considera-se  como 
immediatas  em  transcendencia  as  facilidades  de  vias  de  communi- 
cacàn.  tudo  o  (pir  se  relacione  com  o  commercio,  porque  aN  tarifas 
elevadas  de  rransportr  impedem  coinpleramenre  (]ue  st!  dem  o< 
cambios  mercantis:  mas  quantio  se  harmonizam  <  >tes  dois  tactore> 
para  impulsionar  o  commercio,  talta  conitiulo  que  se  mini>trem 
informações  aos  liibrit  antt  s  relativamente  ao  logar  onde  podem 
encontrar  as  materias  primas  de  que  necessitam  para  as  suas  íabri- 
cas.  relativamente  á  sua  qualidade,  preço,  etc.,  e  que  se  íac  ult(  ni 
iníormaçòes  semelhantes  ao'-  productores  de  materia^  primas  quanto 
aos  artigos  uiaiiutacturatioi  tpie  deila^^  carecem,  e^tabelecendo 
assim  uma  trix:a  de  mercadorias  (pie  seja  egual mente  vantajosa 
para  ambos,  porque  o  commercio  estrangeiro  nada  mais  é  do  que 
uma  troca  e  nação  alguma  pode  consumir  artigos  estrangeiros  a 
não  ser  que  produza  e  venda  uma  quantidade  equivalente. 

O  único  meio  pratic(j  (pie  existe  para  augmentar  as  transações 
mercantis,  c,  sem  duvida  alguma,  o  produzir  barato,  pois  o  commer- 
cio é  objecto  de  conveniencia  e  nào  de  sentimentalismo,  e  ninguém 
pagará  por  preços  mais  elevados  as  mercadorias  de  um  paiz  se 
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podrr  obter  a  mt-snia  (jiKiliilaclr  dv  artigo  de  outra  navão  por  {^rcros 
niai:»  R'duzidüa.  Os  Ebtados  L  nitlos  fon>tituein  por  nicsnios 
um  mrrrado  tào  vasto,  que  utr  agora  a  «  n(  r*;ia  do  paiz  >e  t(  ni 
ai^plicado  exrlusivanicato  a  urna  prodiu  i-ão  que  seja  suíià  itnte 
pura  o  con-uiuo  nacional,  e  a^sini  c  que  tèm  fixado  pouco  a  sua 
attencào  em  abrir  mercado  em  paizes  estrangeiros  para  o  consunio 
de  artigos  prot  t dentes  dos  Estados  Unidos,  mas  ( onio  este  paiz 
já  se  está  convertendo  eni  nai;ão  manufactureira  e  i  rualmentt  a 
sua  product^ào  é  superior  ao  consumo,  breve  chegara  i)  momento 
em  que  fará  grandes  estorbos  para  est;ibelecer  novos  mercados  e  em 
que  entrará  em  competencia  com  as  nações  manufactureiras  do 
Velho  Continente  para  a  vencia  dos  artigos  que  fabrique. 

Os  elevados  salarios  que  se  paga  nos  Estados  Unidos  tinham 
sido  até  agora  um  obstáculo  para  baratear  a  produccão  e  conse- 
quentemente para  encontrar  mercados  estrangeiros,  mas  o  talento 
dos  inventores  e  mechanicos  americanos  poude  resolver  o  problema, 
inventando  e  empreendo  machinismos,  que  deixando  de  pé  os 
salarios  elevados  em  favor  do  operario  americano  que  lhe  permitiam 
o  melhorar  sua  condição,  barateou  o  custo  do  trabalho  e  permtttiu 
a  este  paiz  competir  em  alguns  artigos  com  a  Europa  e  ate  no 
Oriente  com  as  nações  que  pagam  salarios  nuiitn  mais  baixos. 

A  denominação  de  Museu  Commercial  de  Philadelphia,"  é 
em  verdade  summamente  modesta,  se  considerarmos  os  ñns  que 
esta  instituição  propòe  levar  a  cabo  e  as  grandes  proporções  que 
já  attingiu.  Nào  conheço  estabelecimento  análogo  tão  importante 
como  este  em  qualquer  outro  paiz,  nem  mc^mo  no  \'elho  Conti- 
nente, onde  a  expansão  do  commt  rt  io  e  uma  activa  competencia 
(IfTani  «Mil  rrsiiltado  o  cmprrgo  dc  todos  os  meio-í  po^^^ix  eis  para 
dt;-en\  ()l ver  o  comm<  ri  io  internacional.  S(  rào  ^(  nipr<-  crcdiíres 
de  merecjilos  encomios  os  cavallu  iros  patriota^  <■  pr(»^n(.^.>i.>ta>  (jur 
se  lembraram  de  organizar  o  MuMni  e  trabalharam  para  o  seu 
estabeieciinrnto,  bem  como  a  cidade  de  Philadelphia  (]ue  tem 
attendido  r  su-^tentado  até  agora  com  Minnna  liberalitlade  uma 
instituição  de  tào  subida  importanc  la  i|Ue  d(  ve  obter  e  já  obteve 
um  ».  arac  ter  nacional  e  mesmo  internacional. 

Seja-me  licito  fazer  uma  allusào  pessoal,  mencionando  o  nome 
do  Dr.  William  Pepper,  um  dos  mais  notáveis  cidadãos  de  Phila- 
delphia, a  cujos  esforços  se  deve  ter  ficado  o  Museu  Commercial 
de  Philadelphia  estabelecido  com  tamanho  êxito.  Nüo  careço 
elogiare  Dr.  Pepper  perante  uma  audiencia  de  habitantes  de  Phila- 
delphia, onde  elle  c  tâo  conhecido.  Somente  repetirei  o  que  toda 
a  gente  d'aqui  sabe,  isto  é,  que  elle  está  sempre  disposto  a  favorecer 
tudo  o  que  redunde  em  bem  d'esta  cidade,  do  seu  paiz  e  da  huma- 
nidade, como  por  exemplo  quando  emprehende  com  fundos  pró- 
prios e  de  seus  amigos,  entre  os  quaes  se  contam  algumas  senhoras 
Buli.  No.  1  7 
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i\v  a\ro>  inrnitos,  pesquizas  ar^  luolo^icas  e  anrhri>[)olt)^ncas  em 
tudo  ()  huhkIo  tin  prol  do  adc  anraiiicnto  das  ^c  iencias,  o  qur  scni 
duvida  aproveita  a  todas  as  na^  òcs.  As  preclaras  qualidades  do 
Dr.  Pepper  são  apreciadas  nfio  só  no  seu  paiz  como  no  <  >tran<reiro. 

Os  representantes  diploni.itiros  em  Washington  ilas  Republicas 
irmils  do  continent(  aiiicricaiio  que  desejam  tfio  vivamente  o 
augmento  das  relações  commerciaes  com  os  Estados  Unidos,  por 
julgarem  que  trabalhando  nVssa  direcção  ^vorecem  o  bem  de  seus 
respectivos  paizes,  [)orque  a  [)roximídade  de  seus  respectivos  mer- 
cados e  outras  circumstancias  que  fácilmente  são  comprehendidas 
provam  a  necessidade  de  augmentar  as  transacções  mercantis  entre 
elles,  nâo  podem  deixar  de  contemplar  com  satisíâcção  intima  a 
inauguração  do  Museu  Commercial  de  Philadelphia,  o  qual  sem 
ostentação  mas  sim  praticamente  e  com  critério  c  êxito,  trata  de 
conseguir  esse  ñm  tüo  almejado.  Não  temos  razão  de  queixa  de 
nossas  relações  commerciaes  com  a  Europa,  mas  desejamos  since- 
ramente estender  o  nosso  commercio  entre  nòs  mesmos,  abrindo 
novos  mercados  no  continente  do  futuro. 

O  Coiiíi^resso  Pan-Americano,  que  se  reuniu  em  Washington 

no  veráu  de  1 889,  estabeleceu  uma  Secretaria  Commercial  das 

Republicas  Americanas  com  fins  quasi  semelhantes  aos  que  o 

Museu  de  Philadelphia  se  propòe  levar  a  effeito.    Mas  a  grande 

ditferenca  de  recursos  com  quv  contam  as  duas  instituições  e  o 

'  *  .  . 

tacto  de  que  o  Museu  Commercial  de  Philadelphia  se  dedica 

somente  a  ñus  ( onínu  rciaes  sem  que  a  politica  em  nada  influa 
no  seu  aiulainrntt),  explicam  os  ditirn  rites  resultados  que  cada 
uma  li  elhi^  tem  obtuio.  Em  ve/  de  <  >rarem  cm  antagonismo, 
vi  "iam  o  momo  hm  e  podem  acconuiiodar-se  de  modo  que  um 
seja  o  complemento  do  outro. 

Para  todos  os  que  acn  diraiu  no  íik  r( mento  das  relações  coni- 
iiKiciaes  eíitrc  as  nações  deste  hcniispherio,  a  inauguração  do 
Museu  Conunercial  na  presença  e  com  o  assentimento  do  emi- 
nente patriota  e  estadista  que  occupa  o  elevado  posto  de  Presi- 
dente dos  Estados  Unidos,  o  mais  importante  d'esté  paiz,  que 
anhela  pela  prosperidade  d'esta  grande  nação  e  cujas  sabias  e  patrió- 
ticas phrases  de  fraternidade  e  benevolencia  para  com  seus  visinhos 
nos  foi  grato  escutar,  c  um  acontecimento  que  jamais  esquecere- 
mos e  que  sobremodo  nos  compensa  do  pezar  que  nos  tenha 
causado  a  obsers  ação  dos  obstáculos  e  de  longas  artificiaes  que 
de  vez  em  quando  se  tem  estabelecido  para  impedir  o  desen* 
volvimento  das  relações  commerciaes.  O  acontecimento  que 
hoje  celebramos  n'esta  reunião  demonstra  claramente  que  já  se 
pode  assegurar  que  tal  desenvolvimento  se  realizará  e  posto  que 
tal  expansão  se  possa  retardar,  mercc  de  obstáculos  e  impedimentos 
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collocados  no  seu  caininho.  esses  ()b-T;u  ulos  pelo  scu  caracter 
transitorio  o  rrranlarào  nias  u~\o  o  impedirão. 

Desejamos  com  todo  o  t  ¡npenho  que  o  Museu  Conunercial  que 
se  inaug^urou  sob  tão  leli/es  au>[n(  io^  obtenha  totlo>  os  resultatios 
que  se  propõe  conseguir,  sendo  honroso  para  os  que  o  organizaram 
e  sustentaram  c  de  utilidade  para  todas  as  naçòes  do  hemispherio 
cKcidental,  para  cujo  hm  contribuiremos  com  quanto  esteja  em 
nossas  tàculdades  e  ao  nosso  alcance. 

U  Seniior  Calvo  disse  : 

Encarn  içado  di:  inter[)ri-tar  n'esta  >()U-mnf  <.K  t  asião  o  sentimento 
dos  povos  da  America  Central,  nada  me  pode  ser  mais  grato  do 
que  patentear  mais  uma  vez  o  vivíssimo  interesse  com  que  aquella 
tâo  beüa  região  d'esté  continente  acolhe  toda  a  ideia,  todo  o  movi* 
mento  destinado  a  estreitar  as  relações  sempre  cordealmente 
mantidas  com  esta  naçào  privilegiada. 

E  comtudo,  meus  Senhores,  devo  íàllar  da  America  Central 
como  se  tratára  de  territorio  miai  distante,  não  obstante  estar  o  meu 
paiz — ^a  pacifica  e  progressiva  Republica  de  Costa  Rica — que  é  o 
estado  Centro  Americano  mais  méridional,  situado  a  menor  dis- 
tancia da  cidade  de  Philadelphia  do  (pie  a  Calitòrnia  e  outras  por- 
ções do  territorio  dos  Estados  Unidos  da  America;  porque  não 
somos  conhecidos,  e  apezar  de  sermos  visinhos,  sabemos  que  para 
a  maioria  d*este  paiz,  somos  considerados  como  habitantes  das  mais 
longínquas  paragens. 

N'esta  conviccño,  nossos  paizcs  anciosos  de  progresso  e  bem 
estar  e  contemplando  attentan\ente  a  magestailf  da>  instituições 
politica'í  ç  o  desenvolvimento  lïiaravilhoso  dV.sta  ;_Tande  nação,  dão 
manite>ra  preferencia  a  todo  o  t  storco  condiu  ente  a  tarilitar  os 
meios  de  comnnmicação,  a  íonu mar  o  conhecimento  reciproro  e 
a  e'=íreir:ir  enñni  as  relações  conuiicrc  iaes,  já  cpie  a  natureza  nus 
ili>pen-^on  a  opporrunidude  de  ta/el-o  tom  \  anfagens  mutuas  pela 
diversidad»'  dos  dons  com  que  tavoreceu  o  nox-o  míIo. 

Cabe  á  cidad<'  de  l*hilad<  Iphia  a  honra  de  ter  cont.i  bido  a  idria 
e  de  ter  realizado  o  p(  n>am(  nto.  tão  grantiioso  como  pratii  o,  a  que 
hoje  veh<  nu  nlenu  nte.  detiica  grande  parte  de  suas  energias;  e  não 
se  pude  duvidar  em  presença  do  êxito  (jue  estamos  vendo,  que  os 
Museus  que  hoje  se  inaugurão  contribuirão  poderosamente  para 
fortalecer  os  sentimentos  que  tendem  a  realizar  o  bello  ideal  da 
fraternidade  das  nações  d'esté  continente. 

Como  filho  da  America  Central,  futuro  emporio  de  commercio 
e  civilização  d*este  hemispherio,  saúdo  os  emprehendedores  ame^ 
ricanes  do  norte,  e  em  particular  como  ñlho  de  Costa  Rica,  imbuido 
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da  aspirarão  dt,'  lazcr  a  tolicidadi^  do  povo  pela  educaríio.  [x-la  paz 
e  j)(  lo  trabalho,  telicito  cordcalnicntí'  a  nmiro  culta  cidade  dc  1'hi- 
lailrlpliia  por  este  passo,  iiulubitas  t  liiu  iíto  o  mais  acertado,  [lara  a 
realização  de  uma  fecunda  combinação  ^le  mutuos  interesses  e 
reciprocas  vantagens. 

No  banquete  dado  pelos  Museus  de  Philadelphia  e  pelo  Club 
dos  Manufactureiros,  no  edificio  da  Bolsa,  o  Senhor  Presidente 

dos  Estados  Unidos  pronunciou  o  seguinte  discurso: 

SSr.  Dr.  Pepper,  Sñrs.  po  Gremio  dos  Mancf^nctcreiros' 
Sñrs.  Delegados  A  Convenção  Internacional,  minhas  Senhoras* 
MEUS  Senhores:  Penhora-me  altamente  a  cordialidade  do  vosso 
acolhimento,  com  cuanto  pela  experiencia  de  anteriores  estadas 
entre  vós  não  seja  elle  para  mim  uma  surpreza. 

EfFectivamente,  uma  recente  visita  a  esta  cidade  i)roporcÍQnou- 
me  a  opportunidade  de  conhecer  a  amabilidade  dos  habitantes  de 
Philadelphia  e  de  truir  de  sua  magnifica  e  indubitavelmente  a 
mais  franca  hospitalidade,  que  jamais  poderei  esquecer. 

Devo  dizer-vos  que  do  principio  ao  fim  as  scenas  que  hoje  se 
desenrolaram  me  commoveram  profundamente:  qu«  ro  dizer,  o 
admirável  espectáculo  dos  representantes  de  todas  as  Republicas 
Americanas  com  os  productos  de  suas  industrias  e  de  seus  solos 
reunidos  para  observação  e  comparação,  e  isso  graças  ao  Dr, 
Pepper  e  aos  Museus  de  I^hiladel[)hia. 

Perante  um  auditorio  tão  grandemente  comjiosto  ao  manufac- 
tureiros como  o  é  esta  reunião,  tive  e  s(  nipre  terei  a  impressão  de 
me  encontrar  entr»  n~  mvu<,  na  accepçilo  mais  restricta  da  palavra. 

A  f)rimeira  grand»  ronvt  nçAo  dVsras  Republicas  foi  a  util  e 
niunicnt()->;i  r<  união  orgaiuzada  em  1 889  {)«' la  incomparável  diplo- 
macia d  esse  extraordinario  americano  que  se  chamava  James  G. 
lilamr. 

Os  tral:)alhos  d  o.-^a  Conferencia  Internai  ional  Americana  deram 
o  primfiro  impulso  de  monta  ao  arbritamento  internacional  e  esti- 
muLiiaiu  o  espirito  de  negocio,  a  confiança  e  a  actividatie. 

Ha  sete  annos  Blaine  reuniu  os  Governos  d'esté  continente  e 
proclamou  a  doutrina  de  que  a  verdadeira  reciprocidade  commer- 
cial carece  de  reciprocidade  de  informações. 

E  ao  seu  talento  e  ao  de  alguns  de  seus  collegas  que  vejo  esta 
noite  em  volta  d'esta  meza,  que  se  deve  a  Secretaria  das  Repu1> 
licas  Americanas,  estabelecido  em  Washington,  que  tão  bons  servi- 
ços tem  prestado,  e  que  creio  desempenhará  um  papel  cada  vez  mais 
importante  nas  nossas  relações  commerciaes  com  os  Governos  que 
o  subvencionam. 

Estamos  certos  de  tomar-nos  compradores  e  consumidores  tanto 
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mats  importantes  quanto  maiores  informações  podermos  obter 
acerca  de  cada  uma  d'estas  Republicas  e  seus  productos. 

Concidadãos,  nào  ha  \  unnigem  alguma  fiii  tabricar  um  objecto 
se  nào  tivermos  ^uem  nol  o  compre.    O  productor  precisa  d'um 

consumidor.  Não  trabalhareis  para  fabricar  um  producto  se  nflo 
encontrardes  comprador  depois  cíe  o  terdes  tabricado. 

Senhores,  felicito-me  por  encontrar  aqui  esta  noite  os  represen- 
tantes das  Republicas  Americanas.  Felicito-iiK  por  encontrar 
a<jui  esta  noite  represenr;inr(>  de  todos  os  Governos  do  imindo. 
Já  antes  nic  emonrrara  com  os  manuí;Rrur<'iros  de  Philadelpliia  e 
do  Kstatlt)  de  Tenii-N  1\ aiiia.  já  com vo^ct)  me  encontrara  nu.stem- 
po-^  da  v<)--;i  in  iior  prosperidade.  Não  poderia  esipiivar-me  a 
encontrar-\  o-  c|uaiulo  o  (juizéra,  e  se  o  poderia  não  cjui/éra  f  l-o 
neste  momento,  em  (|ue  de  ha  tanto  I)  iucía<  ^  contra  a  ad\  (  r>i(l:ule. 

IVrmitti-me  <.í)nuudo  dizer-vos,  meus  concitiadãos.  tpit:  as 
recriminações  em  nada  ajudarão  o  renasciiuí  nto  dos  negocios.  A 
tristeza  da  hora  actual  não  será  dissipada  por  um  sentimento  de 
desconfiança  no  futuro.  Um  patriota  é  sempre  melhor  cidadão 
do  que  um  pessimista.    E  nos  devemos  ter  paciencia. 

Por  mais  pressurosos  que  estejamos  de  abandonar  a  casa  antiga, 
devemos  comtudo  sempre  esperar  que  a  nova  esteja  acabada. 
Uma  tsoih.  meio  elaborada  não  tem  outra  sígniñca^áo  {iratica  se  não 
a  de  indicar  que  outra  será  elaborada  e  que  está  sendo  elaborada. 
Mira  a  um  ñm  e  quando  o  tivermos  attingido,  alcançaremos  a 
confiança  commercial  e  a  actividade  industrial. 

Sejamos  fortes  pelo  pensamento  e  pelo  coração.  O  paiz  n3o 
recíía»  avança.  A  energia  Americana  jamais  toi  destruida  pelas 
tempestades  do  passado.  Graças  a  uma  legislação  sabia  e  beneBca 
triumphou  sempre. 

Os  habitantes  de  Philadelphia  mostraram  no  passado  o  que 
podem  as  industrias  activas  e  um  trabalho  bem  orientado  para 
tâzer  progredir  uma  grande  cidade  e  para  fazer  uma  população 
íeliz.  Não  desejam  supportât  as  condições  pr<  -pnrr<  para  sempre. 
Liirtarào  contra  os  obstáculos  como  outrUra  hra\ airetite  luctaram 
í  Tf  riinnarfio  por  íazer  voltar  as  grandes  industrias  e  o  trabalho  á 
antiga  prosperidade. 

Comtudo.  m<  u>  Senhores,  l^hiladelphia  é  apenas  um  dos  exem- 
plos da  tenacidade  e  vontade  americanas. 

Alem  do  Sñr.  Presidente  da  Republica,  do  governador  da 
Pennsylvania  e  de  varios  funccionarios  dos  Museus,  proferio  também 
no  banquete  o  seguinte  discurso  o  Sñr.  Ministro  do  Brazil: 

StNHORts:  Os  membros  do  Corpo  Diplomático  tpie  repre- 
sentam as  nações  americanas  em  Washington,  honraram-me  com  a 
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tarciii  dv  iiillar  p<ir  ell<*s  nesta  imjxjrtante  occasiiïo.  l'maauforî- 
dadc  vm  diplomacia  disse  o  anno  passado  que  o  diplomara  mais 
ícliz  era  atjuclU*  de  <|uc'm  mint  a  se  tallava,  e  eu  podia  acerescen- 
tar.  :i(]iu'11p  que  nunca  talla  .  .  .  em  piihliro.  A -sim.  j:í  ficais  sabe- 
ntio  (ju<  r<  conheço  a  difíicukladc  do  papel  dc  que  íui  encarregado 
pelos  nH  u>  bons  amig(». 

Ksta  occa^irio  r  solcnnic  H()je.  nesta  terra  lii^U)iica,  Jia  pro- 
pria cidatle  da  "  L  a-a  da  1  luicperuleru  ia,  "  t  no  Mofado  fpieé  okchu 
da  abobada  da  ( ommunlifio  americana,  lancamo-^  a  p(*dra  funda- 
mental, por  assim  tli/<  r,  (i(  um  monumento  destinatlo  a  rt  unir  os 
productos  deste  continente,  u  monumento  .i  Industria  que  surjj^irá 
deste  solo  tão  rápido  e  majestoso  como  os  ¿j;i^aiiíes  da  Horesta  nas 
regiões  tropicues.  Todas  as  nossas  naçòes  estão  convidadas  a  con- 
tribuir com  a  sua  quota  para  a  exposição  permanente  e  evolutiva 
dos  productos  de  todas  as  zonas  do  nosso  hemispherio.  Cada 
membro  activo  desta  larga  aggregação  de  povos,  como  a  madre- 
pora  do  Paciñco,  metterá  mãos  á  obra  para  levantar  esta  construc- 
çSo  magnifica.  Cada  nação  c  chamada  a  trazer  a  esta  cidade 
histórica  os  productos  do  trabalho  humano.  Por  meio  de  com- 
parações o  commercio  será  estimulado  e  esclarecido,  e  o  princípio 
da  traternidade  entre  os  homens  da  America  firmemente  estabele- 
cido. Este  será  o  centro  de  vida  intlustrial  para  todos  os  habitantes 
das  terras  comprehendidas  entre  o  Atlântico  e  o  Pacifico. 

Sentados  ás  suas  mezas,  os  directores  desta  instituição,  ao  cha- 
mado de  qualquer  mercador  deste  continente,  distribuirão  infor- 
mações pelo  (  orreio  e  pelo  telegrapho  e  num  instante  dirào  ao 
commerciante  de  Manáos,  de  X  alparaizo,  de  Bueno<  Ayres,  dc 
Chicago  e  de  Jacksonville,  a  existencia  real  da  borracha,  do  salitre, 
<ia  là.  do  trip)  e  das  laranjas  dos  meneados  do  muntlt).  Este  é  o 
mecliani^nio  posto  hoje  em  movinunto:  seu  desenvolvimento 
tntnro  po(i<  r  c  (injecrurado.  tn:i>  não  computado.  Com  os  braços 
e.-.t(  ndido.>  <  a>  n)ùo>  entrelaçadas  ao  derredor  da  me/a  te^riv  i. 
CíMtio  na  l  .>cocMa  para  o  "Auld  lanL:  ^\  ne.  "  nos.  Anu  ricaíios 
todo-.  anif)liytrio(  >  «  hospedes,  estamos  aqui  para  celebrar  a  cere- 
monia da  haniionia  ionnnental. 

h  íundado  nesta  communhão  de  intere>>( ■^.  que  aqui  reunió  os 
representantes  das  camarás  ile  commercio  da  America  do  Norte, 
Central  e  do  Sul,  (jue  eu  estou  certo  de  que  os  influentes  com- 
mis.<^rios  dos  manutiictureiros  e  commerciantes  deste  paiz  tbram  a 
Washington  advogar  a  nossa  causa  commun  sob  a  cupula  do 
Capitolio.  Elles  lá  tbram  para  dizer  que  este  continente  acha-se 
hoje  roberto  por  uma  rede  cujas  malhas  são  por  tal  tbnna  ligadas 
que  si  uma  se  partir,  toda  a  trama  ficará  desfeita;  que  as  nossas 
dezoito  Republicas,  com  instituições  semelhantes  e  os  mesmos 
intuitos,  estão  destinadas  no  futuro,  si  não  a  reuni  rrem*se  em  uma 
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confederação  continental,  a  constituírem  ao  menos  um  Zoliverein 
americano;  que  d  hojc  cm  diante  a  divisa  E  plurihus  unum  tomai^ 
se-ha  uma  realidade,  no  sentido  commercial.  Para  alcançar  seme- 
lhante  ñm,  vossos  commissarios  disseram  certamente  que  a  necessi- 
dade do  momento  não  r  retaliação,  mas  reciprocidade  real;  que  o 
Norte  e  o  Sul  têm  productos  inteiramente  différentes,  que  com 
mutua  vantagem  podem  ser  trocados;  que  algvunas  cl;i<  nossas 
materias  primas  vos  são  tão  indispensavei:^.  como  alguma-^  das 
vo<«^as  manuíiK  rura->  nos  são  necessária^;  que  estes  dois  interes>es 
de\  <  in  MT  h.irnM)iii/ad()5  e  não  postos  em  conflicto;  qvie  si  a  ptí)- 
tf  i  <  fio  v;ii  >er  t>  lemma  do  Governo  deste  paiz,  não  pode  trauâ- 
tor  H.L  -M  ein  coerção  para  os  outros  pai/es  americanos. 

Mlles  devem  ter  dito  cjue  não  ha  razão  para  taxar  o  salitre  e  a 
lã  do  Chile;  para  docriniinar  em  taNor  da  Australia  e  conrra  a 
Republica  Ar^^enriiKi,  na  taxa  im[)o>ta  a  lã  para  ta[>etes:  para 
tirar  da  lista  livre  os  couros  e  pelles  da  Republica  Argentina,  do 
I  ruguay,  do  Brazil  e  do  Mexico,  pois  quando  o  sapato  aperta 
no  Massachusetts,  aperta  também  em  todo  o  lado  oriental  do  con- 
tinente ;  que  a  taxa  sobre  pelles  de  cabra  fará  com  que  as  senhoras 
deste  paiz  andem  sem  luvas  ou  paguem  por  ellas  o  dobro  do  preço; 
que  os  direitos  sobre  borracha  fechariam  as  vossas  ^bricas,  pois  a 
producção  desta  materia  prima  já  ñca  a(¡uem  do  consumo  e  teríeis 
de  comprar  os  vossos  sobretudos  de  borracha,  sapatos,  cintas  e 
botões,  tanto  como  vossos  tubos  pneumáticos  para  bicyclos,  qu«r 
na  Europa,  quer  no  Brazil,  para  onde  esta  industria  teria  de  emi- 
grar; que  finalmente  taxar  as  fibras  textis  do  Brazil,  do  Mexico 
e  da  Ameríca  Central,  seria  equivalente  a  decretar  que  os  capa- 
chos, cordas  e  aniagem  e  outros  tecidos  se  tomassem  tão  caros  que 
05  productos  europeos  similares,  manu&cturados  com  a  materia 
prima  da  índia,  viessem  parar  as  vossas  machinas.  Ipiles  devem 
ter  dito  que  uma  nação  que  consome  annualmente  dt)is  milhões 
de  toneladas  máximas  de  assucar  e  só  produz  14  por  cento  delias, 
pode  muito  bem  perniittir  cpie  entrem  livr<  s  ¡\v  direitos  todos  os 
assucares  brutos,  >eni  desviar-se  do  prop:r:iinina  de  proterçfio  ás 
industrias  narioiíacs.  pois  a  única  industria  de  assucar  visi\  el  iie^te 
paiz  é  a  industria  da  refinação,  e  <|ue  a  protecção  á  prodiK  çài) 
p<}ui"o  considerável  de  assucar  nos  Testados  Unido^  apenas  dá 
come»  resultado  a  elevação  de  preços  de  um  dos  géneros  mais 
necrss;irios  á  vida. 

\\  o  (|ue  devem  ter  elles  dito  á  cerca  do  cate?  1  )f  \  (  in  ter 
dito  que  doze  naçòes  americanas  rendem  homenagem  au  ¡ti  caté,  e 
que  uma  taxa  sobre  o  calé  de  dois  centavos  por  libra  [>rivaria  o  con- 
sumidor de  uma  libra  em  cada  quatro  que  compras>e;  cpie  o  café 
'  sendo  um  preventivo  contra  o  alcoolismo,  é  um  artigo  indispen- 
sável ás  classes  operarias,  e  uma  bebida  cujo  uso  deve  ser  animado 
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pelos  adeptos  da  temperança;  que  as  estatísticas  em  geral  compu- 
tam em  nove  libras  o  consumo  ¡\r  rapiUi  nos  Kstacios  L' nidos, 
em  (juanto  que  a  verdade  é  (|ue  excluidos  os  Estados  cie  I.r^re, 
consumidores  dos  catés  hr;iiulo^  cia  Asia,  a  zcína  real  do  consumo 
das  (jualidades  sul  r  r»  iitro  americanas  eleva  de  {ioi<  terços  a 
capitaçno.  Vossos  conunivsarios  devem  ter  certamente  per<íuntailo 
si  o  coiKsumitlor  do  Oeste  nào  vai  ser  protegido.  Devem  ter  per- 
guntado qual  a  signiticaçào  de  semelhante  taxa  e  explicado  que, 

os  importadores  p(i<lrin  irmazenar  o  excesso  de  rrr  ^  iniiluX  >  de 
saccas  da  producrão  dr>ti  amio  nt)  Bra/il,  e  ta/.<  r  ni  com  í-^m)  bom 
negocio.  \ cndt-nilo  o  c;ité  depois  cpie  vier  :i  taxa,  o  {)roductor  bra- 
zikiro  cpu;  agora  rr.i/  u)  mercado  do  mumlo  H^  por  cento  do 
genercí,  arruinado  por  [)ri  cos  j.i  interiores  ao  custo  de  product;ão, 
abandonará  esta  cultura  para  experimentar  a  do  algodão  e  outros 
artigos  cultivados  neste  paiz:  que  depois  de  uma  especulação 
íêlíz  de  dois  annos  e  meio,  no  lo  de  Janeiro  de  1900,  os  importa* 
dores  de  catete  peior  de  (pie  isso  os  consumidores  de  cate  acharão 
o  |)reço  mais  do  que  duplicado  pelo  simples  facto  de  que  os 
importadores  terão  matado  a  gallinha  dos  ovos  de  ouro. 

Em  resuma  vossos  commissarios  devem  ter  accresccntado  que 
sem  materias  primas  livres  estipuladas  em  tratados  de  commercio 
por  certo  numero  (V  annos  necessários  á  estabilidade  dos  negocios^ 
nenhum  accordo  de  rt  ci pro(  idade  se  poderá  obter,  pois  coacção 
não  coagirá  nações  independentes.  Tudo  isto  vossos  manuàc- 
tureiros  e  commerciantes  devem  ter  dito  c  eu  Ih'o  agradeço  em 
nome  dos  meus  coUegas.  Si  minha  conjectura  nào  é  exacta, 
então  o  vosso  plano  está  errado  e  a  abertura,  hoje,  do  vosso  templo 
da  Industria  será  equivalente  á  abertura  dotem[il()  de  Jano,  o  deus 
romano  de  duas  cara-,  rp.j  »-  pf)rtas  conserva\  ani-se  fechadas  no 
tempo  dr  p:i7  e  s¿)  sc  ahriain  (  onío  '>ignal  de  guerra. 

Mas  não  haverá  gurrra:  o:>  con-diíos  da  prudencia  prevale- 
cerão. Não  teñios  reis  para  drcidirem  [xir  nós  e  opporeni-se  á  von- 
tade das  naçò(>.  }á  d(  ixanio--  i--o  atra'/  nestas  nossas  terras.  A 
>o1m  i.mia  reside  no  poN o,  e  o  {>ovo  tem  bastanr<-  senso.  Não  está 
no  poder  de  um  honu  m  e  nem  mesmo  no  poíkr  il<-  uma  geração 
torcera  lógica  da  historia  e  o  destino  manifesto  da  Dciiunracia. 
A.^  elocpientes  pala\  ra^  i  ík  ia-  cie  .Nympathia  para  com  as  Repub- 
licas laLnio-amoricanas,  proícridas  hoje  pelo  Chefe  da  Nação,  já  são 
o  prenuncio  da  harmonia.  Equidade  nos  negoi  ios,  consciência  do 
seu  direito,  e  respeito  ao  direito  dos  outros,  são  os  príncipaes  carac- 
terísticos da  nação  (|ue«  em  pouco  mais  de  um  século,  tomou  lugar 
na  primeira  linha  das  potencias  do  mundo^  não  pela  força  bruta, 
mas  pelo  cultivo  das  artes  da  paz.  A  inauguração,  pois,  dos 
Museus  de  Philadelphia  é  mais  um  passo  nesse  caminho. 
Quando,  no  correr  do  tempo,  o  New  Zealandez  de  Macaulay 
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visitar  a  vasta  solidão  das  ruinas  de  Londres,  quando  o  Brazileiro 
da  capital  ainda  não  nascida  de  minha  patria  procurar  nas  pedras 
do  mosteiro  da  Batalha  os  annaes  de  passada  grandeza,  e  o  cidadão 
de  Cuba  desenterrar  dos  tuncinmentos  do  Ëscurial  o  symbolo  do 
passado  martyrio,  da  bahia  de  Hudson  ao  estreito  de  Magalhães 
lunccionará  um  portentoso  mechanismo  cJ<  liberdade,  movido  pelo 
genio  composto  de  duas  grandes  raças,  já  alhadas  na  vossa  lingua, 
a  Saxónica  e  a  Latina,  e  a  forra  motora  será  mera  e  simplesmente 
a  boa  inrelligenc  i.K  ntre  as  Republicas  americanas. 

Amigos,  estamos  edihcando  melhor  do  que  nós  próprios 
pensamos. 

Publicamos  em  seguida  o  discurso  que  o  Sr.  Ministro  Garcia 

Merou  preparara  [ku  a  a  k  remonia  da  inauguração,  mas  cjue  nào 
chegou  a  ser  pronunciado: 

Mfcs  Sknhork>:  Prmiitti-me  duas  palavras  em  ingle/ tnl vez 
dehi  ¡ente,  para  juntar  minhas  congratulaçtVs  ás  (pie  saudaram  a 
inauguração  do  Museu  Commercial  de  Philadel[)hia  e  formular 
meus  votos  pela  pri)>pfridade  d  esse  estabelecimento.  Creio  que 
poucos  estão  mais  autorisados  do  (pie  eu  para  íazcl-o,  por  isso  que  a 
Republica  Argentina  íui  unidos  primeiros  paizes  que  aquilatando 
devidamente  a  importancia  commercial  da  instituição  de  que  hoje 
nos  occupamos,  oSêreceu-lhe  espontaneamente  as  collecçôes  de 
seus  productos  naturaes  que  ibram  exhibidos  na  Exposição  Uni- 
versal de  Chicago.  Esta  resolução,  por  todos  applaudida  na 
minha  patria,  estava  de  harmonia  com  os  sentimentos  de  calorosa 
amizade  que  sempre  nos  inspirou  esta  Grande  Republica,  assim 
como  com  nos  so  anhelo  sincero  de  promover  por  todos  os  meios 
ao  nosso  alcance,  o  incremento  das  relações  politicas  e  commet- 
cíaes  que  a  ella  nos  vinculam. 

Occuparei  a  vossa  attenção  apenas  por  alguns  instantes  e  receio 
que  este  thema  não  esteja  de  accordo  com  os  sentimentos  que 
ge  ral  mente  predominam  n'um  banquete.  Mas,  Senhores,  nâo  seria 
ñt  \  ás  minhns  aspirações  e  aos  meus  mais  vivos  desejos,  se  não 
declarasse  desde  logo  na  tòrma  franca  e  aberta  com  que  se  deve 
fallar  a  homens  (X|)<  ri  mentados  na  luta  dos  negocios,  a  nobres 
representantes  da  industria  e  do  romnicrcio.  que  de  rotlos  ns  bene- 
îî(  ío<  rpie  julgo  estar  destinado  a  derramar  o  M  u-(  u  Commercial  cuja 
mangiir.ição  celebrarnos^,  nenhum  r  mais  digno  da  prt occupavão  dos 
eniirif  iu(  s  cavalheiros  que  rt  pr(  s<  ntam  os  inr(  r(  s>(  s  da  nova  institu- 
Íí;M(».  «pie  o  tender  de  lUTia  maneira  eííicaz  [)ara  o  <  -íabelecimento 
de  nin  va-to  inren  urx),  mutuamente  vantajoso  para  os  Lstados 
Unidos  e  para  a  America  Latina. 
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Para  nenhum  de  vós  c  certamente  novidade  a  pequena  par- 
cclla  que  o  vosso  commercio  occu[xi  no  total  das  nossas  importa- 
ções e  exportações.  Este  iâcto  já  tbi  hoje  aqui  salientado  em 
termos  explícitos,  como  ha  alguns  aí^no  o  tom  pela  coiiiniissao 
commercial  enviada  pelo  honrado  Pitsulí-nt*  Arthur,  ha  alguns 
mezes  pelo  Presidente  da  Associacilo  de  Manuíâctureiros,  Snr. 
Search,  n'um  interessante  artigo  da  North  Aniericnn  Review, 
e  no  princ  ipio  do  niez  passatio  pelo  meu  distincto  amigo  Snr. 
Flint  nas  paginas  ão  I^orum.  Pelo  (juc  respeita  ao  paiz  que 
tenho  a  honra  de  rej)r(  sentar,  devo  ilizer  que  se  etíVc  tivamente 
compramos  aos  I'.stado^  Unidos  mais  do  que  ellc^  nos  (.onípram. 
o  nosso  roinniercio  com  e<ta  narão  e  minimt)  comparado  com  o 
que  mantemos  com  a  Cjrã-l>rt  tanha,  AUemanha,  I*  rança.  Bélgica 
e  outros  pai zes.  Ha  poucos  dias  um  nt)rav(  1  <-^radista  que  occupa 
um  logar  [iroeniint  nte  no  S(  nado  dVsta  Nacàt>,  ao  tratar  da  ma- 
rinha mercante  aniericai  l  itiirmou  que  durante  o  anno  passado 
nenhum  vapor  com  baniitiia  americana  tinha  entrado  no  porto 
de  Buenos  Ayres,  cidade  de  720,000  habitantes,  e  já  um  dos  mais 
importantes  centros  commercíaes  do  mundo.  J  ulgo  a  afBrmaçào 
exacta,  e  ao  ratiñcal-a  devo  somente  accrescentar  que  desde  1854 
até  1868  o  numero  de  navios  americanos  que  chegavam  aos 
nossos  portos,  era  algumas  vezes  superior  ao  correspondente  das 
nações  marítimas  da  £uropa. 

Não  seria  opportuno  n'este  momento  examinar  a  razão  d*esta 
dec  adencia  e  collaborar  no  estudo  d'esta  questão,  addicionando 
algumas  reflexões  ás  que  (  mittiram  sobre  este  assumpto  as  dís- 
tinctas  pessoas  que  acabo  de  mencionar.  Nõq  seria  tampouco 
Cortez  nem  diplomático  descriminar  a  quem  cabe  a  maior  respon- 
sabilidade d  este  sensível  abandono,  ou  de  quem  d'elle  c  o  verda- 
deiro culpatlo.  Seja-me  licito  encerrar-m(í  nos  limites  da  mais 
estricta  cortezta  e  insinuar  somente  esta  duvida, como  único  remo- 
que dirigido  a  quem  o  merecer.  Certamente,  é  mais  lógico  sup- 
pôt que  esse  desdém  tt  nha  partido  (los  estadista^  da  nação  mais 
poderosa,  (|ue  marchavam  na  senda  do  progresso  com  as  bota^  de 
Sete  leguas  do  ;_:ipinte  da  tabula,  e  qut  d<i\am  os  últimos  toques 
na  obra  de  r iliri»  ir  uma  grande  nação  ha>eada  na  lib<Tdade  e  no 
trahallu),  íazencie)-a  chegar  n  um  «ecido,  em  passos  rápidos  ao  seu 
presente  estado  dv  civilização,  como  se  tivessem  tomado  por 
divisa  os  sobcrbcjs  versos  do  heroe  de  Corneille: 

Mes  pareíb  á  deux  foh  nc  se  fone  point  connaître. 

Et  pour  leurs  coups  d'essai,  veulent  des  coups  de  mattre. 

Na  verdade,  meus  Senhores,  a  America  do  Sul  tem  sido  c  é 
muito  pouca  conhecida  nos  Estados  Unidos,  ao  passo  que  as 
vossas  instituições,  as  vossas  leis,  os  vossos  principios  de  governo. 
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O  VOSSO  prodigioso  desenvolvimento,  a  vossa  grandeza  material  e 
moral  são  observadas  e  < -tu dadas  com  interesse  por  nós.  Rete- 
rindo-mede  novo  á  Republica  Argentina,  talvez  nao  seja  demasiado 
dizer  que  as  nossas  instituições  são  eguaes  ás  vossas,  e  que  as  obras 

de  vossos  primeiros  estadistas  assim  como  as  dos  mais  notáveis 
commentadoresda  vossa  Constituição  toram  traduzidas e  publicadas 
otticialmente  na  Republica  Argentina.  Assim  chegamos  a  tanuli- 
ari/ar-nos  com  as  paginas  clofjuentes  do  1' cderalista."  com  as 
proiiucçòcs  de  Clay,  de  Calhoun,  e  de  W  ebstcr,  e  com  o-  oruiio"^ 
con-titucionaes  de  Paschal  e  de  Story.  Sabonci  nos  imáneos 
uni\ <Tíirarit)s  csst  íorrc  alimento  intellectual  c  todos  (»  homens  da 
niinh  i  freracão  conhct cm  o  sabor  d'essa  medulla  de  leão. 

]  -utretanto  t|u;u)  poucos  dos  homens  eminentes  desta  Grande 
k(  jiublica  estào  ao  íacto  destes  detalhes  e  lhes  dào  a  devida 
importancia.  Faço  esta  nova  rttiexão  sem  dar-lhe  a  íorma  de 
recriminação  ou  de  queixa:  porque  hnalmente.  Senhores,  as 
nações  da  America  do  Sul  estão  ainda  longe  de  alcançar,  na  sua 
laboriosa  evolução,  o  poder  e  a  grandeza  dos  Estados  Unidos,  e 
añgurase-me  mais  natural  que  sejamos  nós  os  que  acompanham  a 
marcha  d'aquelles  que  nos  precederam  no  caminho  do  progresso, 
para  procurar  na  sua  historia  Uçôes  úteis  e  exemplos  dignos  de 
imitação. 

£  comtudo,  a  parte  meridional  d'esté  continente  constitue  já 
uma  entidade  da  maxima  importancia  e  um  grupo  de  civilização, 
que  se  não  se  eguala  ao  das  nações  mais  antigas  da  terra,  tende 
a  attingir  grande  parte  d'ellas.  A  natureza  brindou*nos  prodiga- 
mente com  seus  melhores  thezouros  e  o  esforço  humano  dia  a  dia 
engrandece  suas  conquistas  e  solidifica  seus  progressos.  Na  parte 
austral  o  viajante,  apenas  em  oito  dias,  sabindo  de  Santiago  do 
Chile  e  atravessando  os  Andes  a  onze  mil  pes  de  altitude,  pode 
ir  a  Buenos- Ayres  e  a  Montevideo  e  chegar  ao  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
visitando  a<-ini  capitães  de  quarro  rcjniblica-  que,  no  seu  con- 
junto, tem  uma  população  de  25  milhões  de  habitantes  e  enviam 
ao  estrangeiro  productos  no  valor  de  500  milhões  de  pesos 
annualm<  nt( . 

Msta.i  quarri>  naçõf^s  estào  prrtciramcine  cnTi>rituida^  <•  or^^ani- 
zada*.  r<rrada^  ilc  ícrro  cru/am  >('U'^  t(  rrirorios  cm  todas  as  dirccrot  -. 

1 

St  lis  prado.^  abundam  em  gado,  stu^  porto-  '-ño  visitado*;  por  navios 
de  t(HÍas  as  partes  tio  mundo,  seus  cidadãos  tmi  arraigado  no  coração 
o  st-ntinu  iito  c  o  orgulho  da  sua  respcctix  a  iiaciotialid.ali .  nas  -uas 
cidades  pullulam  escolas  primariam  como  as  que  transiomiaiam 
esta  nação  e  que  tbrão  introduzidas  no  Chile,  no  Uruguay  e  na 
Republica  ¿\sgMitina  pelo  nosso  grande  estadista  Sarmiento,  mcstre- 
cscola  na  sua  mocidade,  depois  Ministro  em  Washington  e  final- 
mente Presidente  da  Republica  Argentina,  um  discipulo  e  um 
amigo  constante  do  vosso  nunca  esquecido  Horacio  Mann. 
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Faltei,  Senhores,  ao  meu  proposito  e  talvez  tenha  íàtigado  a 
vossa  attençâo.  Vou  pois  terminar,  mas  antes  de  íãzel-o  pcrmitti- 
me  pedir-vos  que  mediteis  na  magnitude  do  campo  que  offerecem 
essas  quatro  nações,  para  reíicrír-me  somente  ás  que  conheço  mais 
intimamente,  ao  desenvolvimento  de  vossa  vasta  industria  e  ao 
vosso  adminivel  espirito  de  invenção  e  de  iniciativa.  Permitti- 
me  também  recordar-vos  (pie.  como  disse  o  famoso  historiador  do 
século  X\'III  na  Ini^latí  rra, ()  \  inciilo  da  s^  mpathia  intellec- 
tual somente  é  demasiado  débil  para  reprimir  a  acçiu)  lias  paixões 
que  se  embatem  e  íoi  reservado  á  economia  politica  tomeccr  um 
principio  de  unidaiie  mais  íorte  e  permanente." 

O  Museu  Conunercial  de  Philadelphia  tiicilirará  todo  o  estorço 
que  se  dirija  a  estabelecer  aquí^Ua  unidatle  {^ela  exhibição  de 
nossos  proiíuctos  e  pelos  dado^  que  prí)porcione  aos  homens  de 
conimercio  de  nossas  respectivas  naçòes.  Mas  par.i  qiu  nossos 
planos  se  não  mallogrem  é  necessário  executal-os  com  decisão  e 
enthusiasmo,  sem  restricções  mesquinhas,  deixando  abertas  de  par 
em  par  as  portas  de  vossos  mercados  aos  fructos  de  nossa  pro- 
ducção,  para  evitar  que  nos  vejamos  obrigados  a  fechar  as  nossas 
ao  util  abastecimento  dos  productos  d'esté  sólo;  e  para  que  todos 
os  votos  generosos  que  hoje  se  formularam,  se  convertam  em  íàctos 
práticos  n'um  futuro  muito  proximo. 

Senhores,  pela  prosperidade  d'esta  grande  Nação;  pela  felicidade 
de  Sua  Excellencia  o  Sñr.  Presidente  dos  Estados  Unidos,  e  pelo 
êxito  do  Museu  Commercial  de  Philadelphia. 
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REPUBLICA  ARGENTINA. 

EMBARQUES  DE  LÃ. 
[Buenos  Aires  Herald.  8  de  abril  de  16^7,} 

Um  comprador  de  là  americano  muito  conhecido  neste  mer- 
cado calcula  em  perto  de  $2,000,000  na  moeda  dos  Estados 

Unidos,  suas  compras  actuaes  da  tosquia  (1(  sta  rstaçào.  Acabou 
áf  fretar  um  grande  vapor  para  carregal-í)  de  là  com  destino  aos 
Eãtados  Unidos. 


BOLIMA.  • 

LEI  REGULANDO  AS  CONCESSÕES  R  PROPRIEDADE  DE  TERRAS 

DE  BORRACHA. 

O  Congresso  Nacional  decreta  : 

Artigo  1.  As  arvores  de  borracha  ou  outras  arvores  ou  plantas  silvestres 
úteis  para  fins  industriaes,  que  cresçam  nas  florestas  ou  cerras  n&o  legalmente 
possuídas  por  indivíduos  ou  por  companhias  devidamente  autorisadas»  ficam 
declaradas  propriedade  do  Governo. 

AftT.  2.  Todos  os  naturacs  ou  estrangeiros  gozarão  do  direito  de  explorar  as 
florestas  publicas  cm  busca  de  arvores  <ic  borracha,  ou  de  qualquer  outra  arvore 
ou  planta  de  qualidade  acima  mencionada. 

Aar.  3.  Nâo  se  exig^  licença  anterior  para  fazer  estas  explorações,  que 
podem  ser  tenas  ror  qualquer  numero  de  pessoas  no  mesmo  tempo  e  na  mesma 
florc-r.!  ou  rceião. 

Ak.1.  4.  o  Governo  pode  tazcr  concessões  de  arvores  de  borracha  c  do 
terreno  em  que  estão,  na<  condicõe:»  da  presente  lei. 

A«.i.  ^.  Dc\cr->c-hj.  Ivizcr  a  concessão  pelas  estradas  ua  grupos  de  cenro  e 
cincoenta  arvores,  c  o  supplicante  deve  declarar  em  hectares  a  arca  da  cerra 
pedida,  de  accordo  com  o  artigo  1 3. 

Akt.  6.  .As  pessoas  que  tiveram  residido  no  paiz  durante  um  periodo  de 
cinco  annos  serão  consideradas  como  proprietárias  da  terra  que  possuam  com  a 
condição  de  que  a  area  da  terra  não  exceda  setenta  e  cinco  hectares. 

.Akt.  7.  Os  delegados  nacionaes  nos  territorios  do  noroeste  e  os  prefeitos  nos 
:cu>  respectivos  districtos  podem  fazer  concessões  de  terras  de  borracha  até 
«juinhcntas  estradas  a  uma  pessoa,  c  iré  mil  estradas  a  companhias  legalmente 
constituidas.  As  concessões  de  mai«)r  numero  de  estradas  serão  feitas  pela- 
Camaras  legislativas  e  os  interessados  devem  conformar-se  com  as  formalidades 
antes  de  ta/er-sc  a  concessão,  perante  a  autoridade  devidamente  constituída. 

Art.  8.  Os  individuo';  e  campanillas  que,  quer  a  titulo  de  descobrimento, 
quer  a  titulo  de  tran-rcreiícia  legal,  se  acham  actualmente  na  posse  de  estradas, 
cujo  numero  nâo  excede  o  mencionado  no  artigo  precedente,  serão  preteridos 
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para  a  concessão  da  terra  qne  occupam»  pelos  delegados  nactonaes  ou  prefeitos, 
depois  de  ]->rovarem  previamente  a  evidencia  de  sua  posse. 

ÂaT.  9.  Todos  os  concessionários  deverão  pagar  a  quantia  de  quinze  bolivi- 
ano? para  cada  estrada  que  fôr  concedida,  c  os  pagamentos  scrâo  feitos  por 
prestações  de  um  holiviano  por  anno.  Ao  fim  deste  prazo  os  concessio- 
nários terão  o  direito  absoluto  de  posse  das  estradas  a  elles  concedidas,  sem  mais 
laxa,  e  não  icrão  outras  despczas  além  das  incidentes  á  execução  de  actos  dc 
transferencia  dc  propriedade.  0>  conco  lou.irios  também  rcrâo  o  mesmo 
direito  a  um  lote  dc  ¿5  hcc:arcs  para  caJa  ccni  estradas  que  tiveram  sido  con- 
cedidas. Os  25  hectares  podem  ser  comprchcndidos  no  todo  ou  concedidos 
separadamente,  como  0$  interessados  preferirem,  e  devem  ser  situados  fora  do 
perímetro  das  estradas.  Para  gozar  destes  direitos  será  necessário  que  o  con» 
cessionário  prove  anteriormente  que  pagou  todas  as  prestaçOes  a  que  fica  obri- 
gado de  accordo  com  as  estipulações  do  presente  artigo. 

Art.  lo.  O  concessionário  pode  adquirir  os  direitos  mencionados  no  artigo 
precedente  antes  do  fim  do  prazo  de  quinze  annos,  depois  de  pagar  o  total  das 
prestações. 

AaT.  n .  Os  que,  por  doação,  compra,  premio  ou  por  contracto  com  o  Governo 

tiveram  adquirido  ou  tiverem  de  adquirir  a  posse  dc  terra  publica,  deverão  pagar 
a  somm  i  de  -.;;o  bolivianos  pelas  arvores  dc  borracha  situadas  na  dita  terra, 

dc  accordu  com  a-  rnndic'c  dos  artigos  precedentes. 

.Art.  I  2.  A  propric(iaãe  de  terrenos  mencionados  no  artigo  9,  será  governada 
pelas  leis  gcraes  rctcrcntes  ás  coKmias, 

Ari.  II.  A-  pessoa-,  que  pedem  concessões  de  estradas  deverão  apresenrar-'^c 
perante  o  picicito  ou  os  delegados  nacionaes  nas  regiões  cm  que  exercem  ^ua 
jurisdicçvio. 

O  supplicante  deverá  declarar  seu  nome,  domicilio  e  profissão,  assim  como  o 
nome  que  dever-se-ha  dar  á  concessão;  o  facto  de  descobrimento,  si  o  suppli- 
cante descobriu  as  estradas,  ou  o  facto  de  posse  que  o  supplicante  actualmente 
tenha,  cujos  limites  devem  ser  estabelecidos  por  meio  de  caminhos  marcados  com 
signaes  fixados  e  evidentes;  o  numero  de  estradas  que  deseja  adquirir  e  sua  situ- 
ação; a  area  da  terra  que  occupam;  seus  limites  e  os  nomes  dos  vizinhos,  si  os 
houver. 

O  supplicante  deverá  apresentar  junto  com  sua  petição  um  plano  graphico  da 
terra. 

Art.  14.  Na  apresentação  da  petição  o  prefeito  ou  delegado  nacional  e  seus 
respectivos  secretarios  deverão  declarar  na  mesma  petiçãt),  o  reccbimcnro  d'ella 
sob  sua  assignatura.  ()  prcrcito  ou  delegado  dcvrrá  mandar  registrara  petição 
n'um  livro  especial  que  -cr.í  aberto  para  este  hni  no  escriptorio  do  tabelliâo  da 
fazenda,  e  deverá  também  mandar  imprimir  a  dira  petição  pela  imprensa  do  dis- 
tricto  onde  as  estradas  são  situavias  ou  do  di>írKto  mais  proxinjo  tres  vezes 
conscienciosamente  cm  cada  vinte  dias,  e  as  provas  da  verificação  da  demarcação 
da  terra  pedida  dever-se-hão  mandar  admittír. 

Art.  1 5.  No  caso  de  não  haver  opposição  dentro  de  sessenta  dias  depois  da 
ultima  publicação,  o  supplicante  tendo  provado  o  facto  relativo  á  demarcação 
da  terra,  o  prefeito  ou  delegado  nacional  deverá  mandar  fazer  o  plano  das 
estradas,  assim  como  a  verificação  do  numero  de  arvores  que  as  ditas  estradas 
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contenham;  o  decreto  que  o  ordenar,  &crá  communicado  aos  vizinhos  contiguos 
á  urra,  si  a  houver. 

Art.  1i6.  A  vcrilicação  acima  mencioiiada  será  atte»tuda  por  dous  louvados, 
dos  quaes  um  será  nomeado  pelo  supplicante  c  o  outro  será  representante  do 
Governo.  O  representante  do  Governo  serft  nomeado  pclu  prefeito  ou  dele- 
gado nacional. 

Os  emolumentos  dos  loavados  e  as  despezas  de  viagem  serão  pagos  pela  parte 
interessada. 

Aar.  1 7.  Os  louvados  deverão  levantar  um  plano  do  lote  pedido  e  apresentar 

o  relatório  correspondente,  indicando  o  numero  e  situação  das  estradas,  espe- 
cificando si  estão  trabalhadas  ou  abandonadas  ou  em  má  condição;  a  area  da 
terra  occupada  pelas  estradas  e  si  está  cultivada. 

Art.  18.  Depois  de  feita  a  demarcação  c  verificação  do  numero  das  estradas, 
n  rrc*"cito  ou  delccado  nacional  pa'^«ará  o  titulo  de  conrcs^ân  que  confere  aO 
supplicante  a  po-?c       tcrr.i  i^tJida,  pelo  prazo  que  se  julgue  necessário. 

Art.  19.  TüJüs  Oî>  iíluIos  de  concea^ão  de  estradas  deverão  ser  puhlirndos  na 
imprensa  e  registrados  n'um  livro  especial  que  será  aberto  para  este  fim,  in  crir«Jo- 
sc  03  necessários  documentos  e  os  que  as  panes  interessadas  designarem.  Uma 
copia  destes  documentos  servirá  ao  concessionário  como  titulo  c  os  documentos 
originaes  serão  archivados. 

Aar.  20.  No  caso  de  haver  opposição  no  periodo  estabelecido  pelo  artigo  1 5, 
allegando-se  prioridade  de  descobrimento  e  posse,  o  caso  será  entregue  ao  juiz 
competente  da  capital  do  districto  ou  do  territorio  em  que  governar  o  delegado, 
para  que  se  resolva  a  questão  pelo  processo  ordinario  da  lei.  No  entretanto,  o 
respectivo  prefeito  ou  delegado  poderá  dar  um  título  provisorio  para  a  defesa 
do  titulo  de  posse,  e  do  dito  titulo  poderá  haver  appellação  para  o  Governo 
Supremo. 

.Akt.  21.  Depois  de  decidida  a  opposição  no  tribuna),  o  procedimento  relativo 
í  concessão  proseguirá  de  accordo  com  as  condições  dos  artigos  1^,  16,  17,  e 
iS;  mas  si  a  opposição  fòr  feita  depois  do  hm  do  prazo  cstahcicrido  pela  pre- 
sente lei,  o  prefeito  ou  delegado  nacional  deverá  entregar  as  ^  arto  ao?  juizes 
ordinarios;  não  sendo  isto  obstáculo  á  concessão  provisoria  das  c  tr  ula^  pedidas. 
Do  titulo  da  concesãão  provisoria  poderá  haver  appellação  para  o  ministerio  da 
fazenda. 

Art.  22.  O  supplicaiuc  dc  coaccaaãu  dc  citradas  que  deixar  passar  um  periodo 
de  tres  mczes  sem  preencher  todas  as  condições  precedentes  á  concessão  perderá 
todos  os  dirdtos  ás  ^tas  estradas,  salvo  si  algum  impedimento  ou  obstáculo  insu- 
perável o  impedir  de  proceder  do  modo  necessário. 

Aar.  23.  Os  que  descobrirem  as  arvores  de  borracha  e  estiverem  na  posse  de 
estradas  pela  subrogação  dos  direitos  legítimos  de  outros,  serão  preferidos  na 
concessão  d*ellas,  com  a  condição  de  que  formulem  sua  allegação  dentro  dos 
períodos  estabelecidos  nos  artigos  14  e  15. 

AtLT.  24.  Um  período  de  dous  annos  fica  concedido  a  possuidores  ou  occu- 
pantes de  estradas  no  qual  possam  requerer  a  concessão  d'ellas;  no  caso  de  nâo 
haver  requerimento  durante  este  periodo,  os  ditos  possuidores  ou  occupantes 
perderão  o>  direiro'  de  allegação  e  preferencia  que  lhes  foram  concedidas  pelos 
artigos  14,  15  e  23. 
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Art.  »$.  A  &lta  do  pagamento  de  umas  das  annuidades  exigidas  para  a 
acquisiçûo  de  estradas,  &rá  perder  o  direito  da  propriedade  definitiva  d'ellas; 
em  caso  de  perda  de  direitos,  o  Governo  deveri  reassumir  o  dominio  das  ditas 
estradas  e  poderi  fazer  a  concessão  d'ellas  áqueites  que  o  requerem  de  accordo 
coro  as  condiçOes  da  presente  lei. 

AaT.  26,  As  pessoas  na  posse  de  estradas  que  não  tiverem  obtido  lealmente 
a  concessão  da  terra  que  occupam,  serão  punidas  com  a  muleta  equivalente  ao 
duplo  da  somma  das  annuidades  de  quinze  annos. 

As  pessoas  que  denunciarem  estas  posses  clandestinas  terão  o  direito  cu,  a 
urna  remuneração  equivalente  a  1  ^  bolivianos,  tirada  da  dita  muleta,  ou,  á 
preferencia  da  concessão  da  terra  denunciada. 

Art.  2".  Depcii-  ¿c  con'íolidailo  o  dominio  das  estradas  pelo  pag.iiiicntu  das 
annuidades  mencionada»  nos  artigos  9,  10 e  l  i,  o  prefeito  ou  delceado  nacional 
dará  os  titulos  de  propriedade,  mandando  publicar  os  mesmos  pela  impren?a  e 
inscrevel-os  n'um  Uvro  especial  de  registro. 

Aar.  28.  Os  tabelliSes  que  não  cumprirem  com  as  condiçOes  dos  artigos  1 4, 
19  e  27,  serão  punidos  pelo  prefeito  ou  delegado  com  uma  muleta  de  10  boli- 
vianos por  cada  falta,  sendo  exonerado  no  caso  de  commetter  a  falta  pela  ter- 
ceira vest. 

Aar.  29.  O  preço  da  concessão  de  estradas  tem  um  caracter  nacional,  e  será 
cobrado  pelos  funccionarios  designados  nos  regulamentos  executivos  para  pôr  em 
vigor  esta  lei. 

AaT.  30.  Os  prefeitos  e  delegados  nacionaes  enviarão  ao  Governo  todos  os 
annos  uma  tabella  contendo  circumstanciadamente  as  concessões  concedidas. 
Além  disto  será  enviado  mesmo  ao  Governo  Supremo  pelos  ditos  funccionarios, 
um  relatório  em  cada  semestre  de  accordo  com  a«  preferi pc'^e';  da  presente  lei, 
nas  rcL'i'c'  c  c-rahclccimentos  industriacs  nas  suas  respectivas  jurisdicçrjes. 

Aki.  ^i.  a  po;isc  de  estradas  adquiridas  antes  que  esta  lei  esteja  em  vigor, 
não  poderá  víar  direitos  aos  concessionários  antes  que  as  formalidades  das  con- 
cessões teniiam  sido  renovadas  de  atcordo  com  as  condições  dos  artigos  pre- 
cedentes. 

Aai.  32.  As  petições  para  concessOes  de  terra  do  Governo,  em  que  outras 
plantas  ou  arvores  silvestres  cresçam  que  forneçam  productos  úteis  para  Hns 
industriaes  como  a  ipecacuanha  ou  qualquer  outra  que  o  Governo  designar, 
serão  governadas  pelas  estipulações  da  presente  lei  na  parte  a  ellas  applicavel. 

AaT.  33.  Os  caminhos  que  conduzem  aos  estabelecimentos  de  arvores  de 
borracha  ficam  declarados  livres  ao  publico  e  o  direito  de  navegação  fluvial  e 
ao  uso  das  florestas  contiguas  a  rios  também  ficam  livres  a  todos. 

Art.  34.  As  autoridades  politicas  e  policiacs  tèm  o  direito  de  inspecção  e 
vigilancia  dos  estabelecimentos  de  arvores  de  borracha  e  sua  exploração  e  tam- 
bém do^  caminhos. 

\ki.  A  inrroducrão  dc  \  ivcres  c  arrip'OÑ  de  consumo  scrn  livre  na  terra 
i  (  lu  edida  que  otivcr  situada  no  districtoc  ncíu  o  dono  nem  seus  subordinados 
poderão  impedir  a  introducção  dos  ditos  foruecimenios  excepto  quando  se  tratar 
da  venda  dc  bebidas  espirituosas. 

-Art.  36.  Os  concessionários  ficam  prohibidos:  1".  De  contrariar  a  vontade 
livre  dos  trabalhadores  impedindo-os  de  r<^eber  a  comida  ou  fornecimentos  que 


Digiiizeo  by 


BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS.  II3 

neccsãkani,  .ic  t]u.il«.]ucr  \-c)ulcJor  cjuc  escolham;  2".  De  reduzir  os  '.;ilarlo>  por 
sua  propria  vontade  ou  de  retardar  o  pagamento  do  salario  sobre  pretexto  de 
haver  pago  uma  divida  do  trabalhador  excepto  no  caâo  que  este  pagamento  fôr 
feito  por  contas  l^itímas  ou  em  conformidade  com  uma  ordem  judicial;  3".  De 
obrigar  os  trabalhadores  a  receberem  roupa,  alimento  ou  outro  artigo  de  con- 
sumo por  conta  de  seus  salarios. 

AttT.  37.  Depois  de  verificada  a  falta  de  cumprimento  das  condições  dos 
artigos  precedentes  pelas  respectivas  autoridades  poUciaes»  uma  muleta  de  50  a 
200  bolivanios  ser&  imposta. 

Aar.  38.  Os  concessionários  ou  seus  empregados  nfto  podem  privar  os  traba- 
lhadores de  sua  liberdade,  nem  podem  faxer  tentativas  contra  sua  segurança 
pessoal  ou  inflin^r  castigo  dc  açoite,  pedra  ou  outro  semelhante.  Qualquer 
desobediencia  a  estas  prohibições,  será  punida  de  accordo  com  as  disposições  do 
Código  Penal. 

Art.  39.  C)^  prefeitos,  delegados  nacionacs,  e  as  outras  autoridades  nas  suas 
respectiva-  u!ri>Jici,'ões,  que,  conhecendo  as  infracções  da  lei  c  os  crimes  acima 
mencionados,  pcrraittircm  que  estes  fiquem  impunes,  serão  considerados  como 
cúmplices  na  pcrpetração  d'elles. 

Art.  40.  Os  trabalhadores  que  contrahirem  molestias  durante  o  periodo  dos 
seus  serviços,  deverSo  receber  remedios  i  custa  dos  locadores,  e  no  caso  dc  morte, 
seus  herdeiros  não  serão  onerados  com  pagamento  das  despezas  de  enterro. 

Akt.  41.  Todas  as  leis  anteriores  relativas  á  concessão  e  exploração  de  arvores 
de  borracha  ficam  por  esta  abrogadas. 

Aar.  42.  O  poder  executivo  deverft  dictar  os  regulamentos  para  a  execução 
da  presente  lei. 

Comrounique-se  ao  poder  executivo  para  sua  acção  constitucional. 

Saia  das  Sessfies  do  Congresso  Nacional,  Sucre,  1 1  de  dezembro  dc  1895. 

Skvero  F.  Alfonso. 

Federico  Zuazo. 

Gil.  Antonio  Pkna,  S.  S, 

h WoR  G.  Romero,  D.  S. 

AuoLK)  Trigo  .Acha,  D.  S. 
Promulgo  a  presente  para  que  seja  observada  como  lei  da  Republica. 
Faiacio  do  Governo,  Sucre,  10  dc  dezembro  dc  1895. 

M.  Baptista. 
J.  V.  Ochoa, 
Ministerio  da  Insirucção  Publica  e  Cohnisação, 


COSTA  RICA. 

NOTAS  TIRADAS  DA  MENSAGEM  DO  PRESIDENTE. 

For  cortezia  do  Senhor  Calvo,  Ministro  de  Costa  Rica  junto 
ao  governo  dos  Estados  Unidos,  esta  Secretaria  recebeu  uma 
traducção  da  mensagem  do  Presidente,  Rafael  Iglesias,  pronunciada 
BttU.  No.  1  8 


Digitizeo  by  Google 


114 


BUREAU  OF  i^MERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


por  occasiào  du  reunião  do  Congresso  Nacional  no  primeiro  dia 
de  iiKiio.  Ret(  rindo-M-  ás  relações  de  Costa  Rica  com  oà  outros 
paizes,  o  Presidente  diz: 

Desde  que  Costa  Rica  entrou  na  plenitude  da  sua  soberania  nunca  manifes- 
tou-se  mais  satisfactoria  cm  todo  sentido  a  condição  das  suas  relações  interna» 

cioiíacs  do  que  ao  presente,  e  para  ohtcr  e?tc  resulrado  o  Pooler  Executivo  não 
deixou  de  tentar  todos  os  esforços,  dentro  dos  limites  do  decoro  e  da  dignidade  • 
nacional. 

Exprime-se  muita  satisíâcção  sobre  o  ajuste  para  a  demarcação 
de  limites  com  Nicaragua  pelas  estipulações  do  julgamento  e  arbi- 
tramento feito  por  Grover  Cleveland,  ex-Presidente  dos  Estados 
Unidos,  assim  como  na  nomeação  do  General  E.  P.  Alexander 
como  engenheiro  arbitro  em  connexão  com  este  trabalho. 

Rcfêrindo-sc  á  instrucção  publica  o  Presidente  diz  o  seguinte: 

o  Governo,  convencido  da  grande  imporranria  tiue  a  propagação  e  o  aperfei- 
çoamento de  instrucção  publica  têm  na  cultura  geral  do  pai/,  não  deixou  de 
tentar  todos  os  esforços  para  leval-a  aos  cstabclecimentoa  maii  rcmuios,  e  para 
melhoral-a  em  todo  sentido. 

Recommenda  que  as  escolas  normaes  sejam  perfeitamente 
organisadas  e  dirigidas  com  intelligencia.  Refere-se  á  existencia 
de  faculdades  sustentadas  por  si  mesmo,  de  direito,  medicina, 
cirurgia  e  pharmacia,  e  da  faculdade  de  engenharia  e  agrimen- 
sura e  ao  estabelecimento  de  uma  escola  de  bellas  artes,  já  decre- 
tada pKílo  Governo. 

Nas  materias  leo;aes  recommenda  algumas  reformas  para  facilitar 
os  processus,  c  para  melhorar  a  organização  do  presente  regimen, 
e  filia  com  muito  louvor  da  administração  da  justiça  que  taz 
honra  ao  paiz,  e  do  respeito  por  parte  do  povo  de  Costa  Rica  da& 
leis  e  dos  tribunaes  que  as  applicam. 

Sobre  o  assumpto  de  penas  diz  o  seguinte: 

Um  necessário  complemento  das  leis  e  tribunaes  é  a  exbtencia  de  estabdeci- 
mentos  adaptados  á  imposição  de  penas.  O  systema  mixto  de  prisSo  peniten- 
ciaria e  colonia  penal,  segundo  o  caracter  das  ofensas,  ji  tendo  sido  adoptado 
como  mais  apropriado  do  pai/,  o  Poder  Executivo  resolveu  construir  na  proxi- 
midade dcsra  capital,  uma  cidadclía  pena!  que  incluirá,  propriamente  separados, 
tantos  c>tahelecimcntoi  [Kira  a  prevenção  c  punição  que  se  necessitam,  incluindo- 
se  11  aquclla  as  casaa  correccionacs  para  crianças,  c  os  departamentos  para  os  vaga- 
bundos Jus  dous  sexos. 

O  sitio  aonde  vai-sc  construir  a  cidadella  ji  foi  adquirido  pelo  Governo,  e  a. 
eonstrucçSo  dos  edificios  para  a  correcçSo  de  menores  já  foi  contratada. 

A  economia  nacional  é  um  dos  assumptos  a  que  o  Poder  Execu- 
tivo dedicou  attençào  especial,  e  depois  de  um  estudo  ^bre  as 
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condn,oe>  do  paiz,  proniulfxoii  o  (iecreto  de  rvUnnvA  do  systeina 

monetario,  adoptando  cm  practica  a  base  de  ouro  que  agora  é  a 

moeda  de  Costa  Rica. 

A  Tiiensagcm  também  declara  que  vai-se  logo  promulgar  uma 

lei  de  bancos  que,  consultando  os  interesses  públicos»  tentará  ven- 
cer a  objecção  attribuida  á  urna  maioria  de  sabidas. 

Urna  nova  lei  será  votada  para  íácilitar  a  transféiencia  de  terras 
publicas. 

Tendu  sido  effectuado  o  arranjo  para  a  liquidação  da  divida 
esrranf^eira,  o  ("roverno  tem  no  rhesouro  íundus  sufficientes  para 
liquidar  quando  vencido,  o  juro  do  primeiro  coupon. 

A  condição  da  tazenda  é  satisiactoria,  até  onde  vão  os  recursos 
do  Governo,  sem  estabelecer  novos  impostos,  ou  recorrer  ao  credito 
publico,  nâo  obstante  as  subvenções  concedidas  ás  muitas  cidades 
da  Republica  e  outras  despezas  requeridas  pelo  melhor  serviço 
da  administração,  a  creação  do  fundo  de  reserva  para  ¡)r(  j)ararHse 
para  a  sabida  dc  moedas  de  ouro  c  a  fiança  de  pagamento  estabe- 
lecida no  novo  arranjo  da  divida  estrangeira. 

A  receita  eni  dinheiro  de  contado  durante  o  exercicio  a  que  o 
relatório  se  retëre  foi  de  $7435,010.78,  que  é  composta  das 
seguintes  parcellas: 

Renda  $7, 029, 403. 14 

CreJito  publico  (divida  interna)   39, 718. 00 

Fundos  em  transito  (lettas  postaes,  etc)   3~:u  a^'i  ^>4 

7.435.6ta7S 

A  renda  para  o  anno  de  1896-97  excede  a  do  exercício  de 
l8<)Ç  -96  por  $851,102.02,  e  excede  o  orçamento  por  $^^^8,226.14. 

U  total  das  despezas  ibi  de  $6,697,320.51,  que  deixa  um  saldo 
de  $738,284.27,  e  este  accrescentado  ao  do  anno  anterior,  dá  a 
quantia  de  $1,081,71 1.60,  a  que  deve-se  accrescentar  ainda  como 
saldo  em  ûvor  do  thesouro  dos  direitos  de  exportação  sobre  o 
café  em  1895-96,  fazendo  uma  somma  aggregada  de  $  1,270,000, 
aproximadamente,  sujeita  á  ordem  do  Ministerio  do  Thesouro  no 
dia  31  de  março  ultiiiuv. 

Entre  as  retormas  que  dcN  cm  ser  introduzidas  indispcnsavel- 
mente  em  nosso  systema  financeiro,  uma  de  grande  importancia  c 
a  que  se  refere  a  tari^.  Sem  considerar  ao  presente  si  é  prudente 
ou  náo  que  a  nossa  politica  económica  adopte  um  ou  outro  dos 
dous  systemas — o  commercio  livre  ou  protecção — porque  c  as 
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condições  espcciaes  t^ue  prcvaltrccin  em  cada  paiz  e  a  niaior  í¿uan- 
tidade  de  elementos  estrangeiros  que  necessita  para  seu  desenvol- 
vimento que  deverão  determinar  a  que  ponto  a  adopção  de  um 
ou  outro  systcma  é  prudente,  o  Presidente  recommenda  a  emenda 
da  tartíâ,  e  do  processo  sob  o  direito  fiscal  relativo  ao  crime  de 
contrabando. 

A  act^ão  do  (ioverno  em  prestar  auxilio  opportuno  ás  princi- 
paes  cidades  tanto  como  ás  pecjuenas  aldeias,  foi  inuito  benéfica, 
e  além  destes  subsidios  torain  cmprehcndidos  u  construcçào  de 
caminhos  públicos,  obras  de  melhoramento  no  Porto  Limon,  a 
construcçào  de  varios  ediñcios  de  caridade,  escolas,  estabeleci- 
mentos hygienicos,  um  museo  nacional,  etc. 

A  attencção  do  Governo  ûn  também  dirigida  á  construcção  da 
Estrada  do  Pacifico,  que  logo  completará  a  estrada  de  ferro  inter- 
oceánica ao  travez  de  Costa  Rica. 

O  Presidente  diz,  eni  conclusão,  que  c  inspirado  a  continuar 
resolutamente  no  caminho  (|ut*  marcou — a  cmprehender  íotlu-,  os 
trabalhos  que  o  progresso  nacional  pode  pedir,  que  são  compa- 
tíveis com  os  recursos  do  paiz,  e  são  exigidos  pela  sua  cultura — 
pelo  successo  satis^ctorío  que  os  seus  esforços  obtiveram  c  que  fbi 
àvorecido,  durante  o  anno  a  que  sua  mensagem  se  refere,  pelas 
condições  extraordinarias,  a  que  os  hábitos  de  paz  e  moralidade 
do  povo,  a  producçào  natural,  o  augmento  da  receita  publica,  c  a 
solu(;ào  inuito  satisfactoria  conseguida  nas  questões  económicas, 
politicas  e  internacionaes  que  têm  principalmente  occupado  a 
attençào  do  Governo,  contribuíram  em  gráo  extraordinario  e  des- 
conhecido a  distinguir  como  anno  prospero  da  sua  historia  o 
periodo  fiscal  agora  findo. 


MEXICO. 
NOVO  SERVIÇO  DO  TELEGRAPHO. 

Dl  acordo  com  o  aju^^tc  recentemente  effcctuado  entre  a  Com- 
panhia de  Tele^Taphos  Postaes  por  cabo  e  o  serviço  telegraphico 
das  Estradas  de  Ferro  Nacional  e  Central  do  Mexico,  o  Mexico 
é  posto  em  communicação  telegraphica  directa  por  terra  com  to- 
das as  estações  telegraphicas  dos  Estados  Unidos,  que  compre- 
hendem  todas  as  cidades  principaes. 
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Até  agora  todas  as  communîcaçôes  tclegraphîcas  entre  o  Me- 
xico r  o¿  Litados  Unidos  se  effectuavam  por  via  cie  \  era  Cruz, 
e  por  cabo  para  (jalvcston. 

Cüinmunicavóes  para  a  Europa  e  da  Europa  passarão  por  via 
de  New  York  e  da  Companhia  Telegraphica  Postai. 


PARAGUAY. 

PERSPECTIVA  COMMERCIAL. 

Um  correspondente  do  British  Trade  Journal  de  Assumpção, 

em  data  de  17  de  março  de  1897,  fallando  das  opportun  idades  de 
commercio  com  a  Inglaterra,  faz  as  seguintes  observações.  O  que 
o  correspondente  diz  a  respeito  do  comiiu  rc  io  ingltz  é  applicavel 
mesmo  ao  commercio  americano  e,  por  conseguinte,  deve  ser 
publicado  no  Boletim. 

Ha  bom  mercado  aqui  para  muitas  mercadorias  ingiczas,  especialmente  para 
ferragens  e  cutelaria,  porcelana  esmaltada,  etc.,  e  nestes  artigos  os  comraerciantes 
allemães  parecem  ter  a  maior  parte  do  commercio;  por  outra  parte,  nos  tecidos 
a  parte  do  leão  pertence  aos  inglezes.  Ha  também  um  bom  mercado  para  armas 
de  fogo  de  toda  classe,  não  obstante  serem  sujeitas  a  grande  imposto.  O  Para- 
gua^r  nSo  é  paiz  populoso  (tem  provavelmente  menos  do  que  500,000  habi- 
tantes) mas  contem  somente  um  centro  de  commercio  ou  cidade  de  importancia. 
Assumpção,  c  um  agente  estahclecido  aqui  podia  facilmente  operar  cm  todo  o 
paiz,  porque  todos  os  commerciatues  dns  outros  di^trictos  pedem  on  recebem 
SL'T^  mercadoria?  desta  cidade.  O  Paratíuav  6  ainda  pobre  porque  auiJa  não  se 
curou  do>  etfcitos  da  guerra  desastrosa  com  o  Rrazll,  a  Repulilica  .VrL'Ciuiiia  e  o 
Uruguay,  e  não  otFcréce  prande  mercado  para  o>  artigos  dc  laxo,  R  sufficiente, 
conitudo,  cxaniiiiar  a  gtandc  quantidade  dc  mercadorias  possuida  por  muitos 
conunerciances  que  vendem  a  retalho  em  Assumpção  para  reconhecer  a  impor- 
tancia da  cidade  como  centro  commercial,  e  seria  muito  util  si  o  representante  de 
ama  casa  ingleza  apropriada  viesse  a  esta  cidade,  abda  t^ue  nSo  se  demorasse 
aqui  nuús  do  que  poucos  dias»  Dous  ou  tres  vapores  todas  as  semanas  mantém 
commnnicaçâo  com  Buenos  Aires,  Montevidéo  e  o  mundo  exterior. 

PRECISAM-SC  DE  OBRAS  BE  LÜZ   BtECTMCA  OÜ  OB  CA7. 

Po>to  que  Asãunipçâo  seja  cidade  dc  50,000  liabitanies  e  capital  da  Repu- 
blica, ainde  é  illuminada  a  oleo.  A  ausencia  de  gaz  é  devida  talvez  em  parco  ao 
alto  preço  de  carvflo  de  pedra,  ma:>  pcik  o  que  ha  boa  opportunidadc  aqui  para  o 
capital  inglez,  no  estabelecimento  de  obras  de  gaz  ou  de  luz  eléctrica.  Na  ver- 
dade penso  que  o  Paraguay  tem  sido  muito  descurado. 

O  premio  sobre  ouro  é  actualmente  muito  a)to,  sendo  quasi  670,  e  por  con- 
seguinte, o  valor  do  dollar  do  Paraguay  é  menos  de  8d.  Si  o  cambio  subir  (como 
parece  provável)  seria  vantajoso  aos  agentes  commerciaes  operarem  neste  mer- 
cado, porque  os  commerciantes  são  mais  dispostos  a  comprar  quando  ha  bai  xa 
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do  premio  de  ouro,  vûto  que  os  preços  calculados  na  moeda  local  são  necessaria- 
mente mais  baixos. 

Na  Republica  Argentina  e  no  Uruguay,  a  perspectiva  de  còmmcrcio  é  espe- 

ran-^osa.  Ultimamente  a  construcção  tem  sido  dcsusaJ.imcntc  activa  cm  Buenos 
Aires,  e  as  nen  as  c  lindas  ruas  c  avenidas  que  surgiram  com  maravilhosa  rapidez, 
lemhrain-iu> s  mais  New  York  do  que  uma  cidade  snl-atncricaiia.  O  curso  de 
immigra^ào,  que  este  anno  promette  ser  maior  do  que  anicnormente,  é  outro 
indicio  favorável;  mas  vou  reservar  minhas  observações  sobre  a  Republica 
Argentina  e  o  Uruguay  para  outra  carta  quando  voltei  para  Buenos  Aires. 


SANTO  DOMINGO. 


INDUSTRIA  DO  ASSUCAR. 

[Do«  Relatórios  consulares  dos  Eatados  Unidos»  abril  de  1897.] 

Durante  urna  demora  de  tres  dias  neste  porto,  em  transito  para  Port-au-Prince, 
visitei  varias  &zendas  de  assucar  neste  districto  que  sao  propriedade  de  ameri" 
canos  no  todo  ou  em  parte  e  cm  geral  são  administradas  pelos  americanos,  com 
capital  americano.  Todo  o  producto  destas  terras  se  embarca  para  o?  Fitados 
Unidos  e  qua^i  inteiramente  eni  navios  amcricann*?.  Para  ía/.cr  e^tc  rci.itorio  o 
mais  conciso  pubaivcl,  darei  por  sua  ordem  os  nonics  das  iazcndas  c  os  de  &eus 
donos,  assim  como  a  importancia  da  colheita  do  anno  passado,  em  saceos  de  300 
libras  cada  um,  e  o  capital  empregado. 


Fasendas. 


Consuelo  . . . 

Sania  Fé  

Porvenir . . . . 
Puerto  Rico. 

C.  Colon  

Qusquain . . . 


Donos. 


W.  L.  Bass. 

Ross  

Miller  

Armstrong . 


Bart  ram. 


Saceos. 

48,000 

91,  900, 000 

43,000 

750^000 

33, 000 

600,000 

20,000 

600^000 

34.000 

500,000 

33.000 

400,000 

Não  obstante  o  producto  total  parecer  de  importancia,  nenhuma  destas. 

fazendas  obteve  o  anno  passado  lucro  algum  considerável,  devido  provavelmente 
ao  hicto  de  que  o  assucar  foi  retido  por  muito  tempo.    As  autoridade?  locaes 
cobram  direitos  para  vario-^  fin*;,  equivaleu: es  á  somma  de  33  centavos  j^ir  cada 
100  libras.    Ao  principio,  03  direitos  de  expurta<,ao  eram  de  12)^  centavo»  (oro) 
aproximadamente,  mas  parece  que  os  se  tem  augmentado  em  proporção  das 
necessidades  do  Governo.    Os  plantadores  queixam^se,  e  na  minha  opioiSo 
com  razão,  de  que  se  lhes  obriga  a  fixar  um  preço  a  seus  productos  ao  tempo 
do  embarque.    Para  a  fixaçSo  do  preço  tomam>se  por  base  as  ultimas  cotaçGes 
recebidas  por  cabo,  que  fis  vezes  tem  um  mcz  de  atraso,  e  o  anno  passado  a 
avaliaçio  assim  f<nta,  excedeu  muito  o  preço  realizado.    Si  se  deixasse  o  preço 
cm  branco  nas  facturas  para  fixal-o  segundo  as  cotações  do  mercado  á  data  da 
entrada  da  carga  cm  New  York,  ?c  c\  itaria  ao^  plantadores  a  pena  da  avaliação 
baixa,  o  que  pode  occorrer  facilmente  ;  e  se  lhes  evitaria  assim  também  o  paga- 
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mento  de  dirrîtos  sobre  assucar  avaliado,  como  no  caso  da  colheita  passada»  a 
4>       e      e  vendido  no  mercado  pelo  preço  de  3  centavos. 

Pareceria  que,  a  pezar  das  grandes  sommas  empregadas  c  da  reconhecida 
barateza  da  terra  c  dos  salarios,  os  fazendeiros  serão  obrigados  a  abandonar  suas 
fazendas.  Um  allivio,  n]ém  do  anteriormente  indicado,  poderia  encontrar-se  si 
o  Ministério  do  Thcsouro  hzci.>c  uma  dcJucçãci  de  60  cciitavoà  por  cada  100 
libras,  cm  vez  da  de  50  centavos  que  agora  se  íaz,  para  cobrir  os  gastos  addi- 
cionaes  de  embarque  que  se  crearam  o  anno  passado. 

Hbnry  M.  Smvthe, 

Macoris,  ç  de  janeiro  de  iSçy.  Ministro, 


VENEZUELA. 

DESENVOLVIMENTO  DE  ESTRADAS  DE  FERRO. 

Em  data  de  28  de  janeiro  de  1897,  o  Sr.  E  H.  Pluniacher,  con- 
sul dos  I-,stadus  l' nidos  em  Miiracaibo,  submettc  á  Secretaria  de 
£stado  uma  relação  extensa  €  interessante  do  systema  e  desenvol- 
vimento das  estradas  de  ferro  de  \' rnrzuela.  Esta  relação  foi 
publicada  por  inteiro  no  numero  dos  Consular  Reports  de  abril 
de  1897,  de  que  tomamos  os  seguintes  extractos  princtpaes; 

Puerto  Cabello  c  uma  cidade  activa  de  15,000  habitantes  aproximadamente, 
justamente  celebre  pela  possessão  do  melhor  porco  da  costa  do  norte  da  America 
do  Sul.  Unem^se  nelle  as  tres  condiçGcs  de  íâcil  accesso,  seguridade  e  profun- 
didade de  fundo  até  os  cies  da  cidade.  Além  destas  vantagens»  o  porto  é 
commodo  e  podem  carregar  e  descarregar  ao  mesmo  tempo  varios  vapores 
europeos. 

La  Guayra,  até  ha  poucos  annos,  era  uma  ancoradouro  exc(»sivamente  incon- 
veniente e  com  frequência  perigoso,  onde  o<í  barcos  nniitas  vezes  estiveram 
sujeitos  a  grande  pcrigti,  c  não  obstante  í-c  liaver  construído  um  t|uehra-mar  onde 
SC  suppõe  que  podem  atracar  as  embarcações  e  effectuar  a  carga  c  dc  (  art-a,  os 
resultado:!  da  emprega  não  corresponderam  au  t^uc  se  esperava.  Quanto  aos 
litemais  portos  abertos  da  Republica,  nenhum  d*ellcs  pode  se  comparar  em  grio 
algum  com  o  de  Puerto  Cabello. 

Esta  circumstancia  favorável  deu  grande  im  portancia  á  cidade,  que  e  augmen* 
tada  consideravelmente  pela  sua  proximidade  a  Valencia. 

Durante  muitos  annos  antes  da  COnstrucção  da  estrada  de  ferro  entre  as  duas 
cidades,  se  fizeram  esforços  para  obter  este  resultado  c  íez-sc  mais  >k  uma  con- 
rf^íâo.  ma-  a  pe7ar  de  terem-se  feito  OS  planOS  e  a  demarcação  da  linha,  não 
chegou  a  um  re^ulradn  pratico, 

\'alencsa.  tend"  uma  elevação  de  cerca  de  500  metros  -^nre  o  nive!  d«>  mar, 
á  distancia  dc  trinta  militas  de  Puerto  Cabello,  os  engenheiros  encontraram  ás 
vezes  muitas  difficuldadcs,  c  se  temia  que  os  rendimentos  da  estrada  dc  ferro,  ao 
abrir-se  á  communicação,  não  seriam  em  proporção  com  as  despezas  de  construç- 
ão, mas  finalmente  organizou-se  uma  companhia  na  Inglaterra,  e  começou-se 
a  obra.    Uma  clausula  do  contracto  com  o  Governo  de  Venezuela  é  muito 
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favorável  i  companhia,  »endo  uma  garantia  por  parce  do  Governo  de  7  por 
cenîo  sobre  o  capital  do  custo  total  da  linha.  A  estrada  abriu>5e  ao  trafico 
cin  i  -<>G,  scndf>  construida  do  mod"  jitais  solido. 

Não  ha  logares  na  linha  entre  l'uerto  Cnhollo  c  \'alcncia  que  mereçam 
dcscripção  especial,  excepto  Las  Trinchcl.l.^,  unúc  um  estabelecimento  ihcimal 
sanitario  attrahc  os  inválidos  de  todas  as  partes  do  paiz,  c  ainda  de  Cura(,ão  e 
outras  ilhas  vizinhas.  Comtudo,  pouco  se  esperava  do  trafico  local;  a  estrada 
foi  construida  para  o  pronipto  e  regular  transporte  i  costa  dos  productos  da 
grande  região  agricola,  cujo  centro  é  Valencia,  e  para  o  transporte  ao  interior 
das  mercadorias  do  exterior  introduzidas  em  Puerto  Cabello.  Os  rendimentos 
da  linha,  comtudo,  nio  deram  o  que  se  esperava,  e  a  companhia  já  tem  grandes 
reclamações  contra  o  Governo,  pelos  juros  atrazados  de  7  por  cento. 

Neste  paiz,  como  em  todos  os  outros,  para  o  progresso  são  es  enciacs  os 
medios  adequados  para  communicação  c  transporte,  e  a  experiencia  ciiMna,  que 
onde  se  construem  estradas  de  Ierro  ao  travcz  de  districtos  de  ícriilidade  c 
recursos  naturaes,  cujo  único  obstáculo  para  seu  desenvolvimento  é  a  escassez 
de  população,  virão  afinal  os  povoadores  si  se  fazem  os  esforços  necessários  para 
attrahil-os.  Em  um  paiz  pouco  povoado  como  Venezuela,  os  naturaes  não  se 
podem  considerar  como  povoadores  nem  colonos  de  uma  secção  particular,  e  si 
todas  as  estrada^  ãc  ferro  que  se  estendem  pelo  interiore  que  passam  pelas 
regiões  que  convidam  o  agricultor,  tomassem  o  devido  interesse  cm  attrahir  para 
o  paÍ7  c  estabelecer  ao  longo  do  caminho  certo  numero  de  immigrantes  cessa- 
riam logo  de  queixar-se  de  deficiencia  de  rcüdas. 

Na  linha  de  Puerto  Cabello  a  \  alcncia  iia  muicos  milheiros  de  geiras  de  ter- 
renos inteiramente  incultos,  que  reúnem  as  condições  de  icrtilidade  de  solo,  de 
clima  suave  e  salubre  e  de  abundancia  de  agua  para  irrigação.  Si  a  companhia 
no  principio  tivesse  organizado  estabelecimentos  neste  distrícto,  seria  muito 
différente  hoje  sua  posição. 

As  estradas  de  ferro,  em  verdade,  attrahem  a  população,  mas  esta  população 
deve  ser  tirada  de  alguma  parte  e  no  caso  de  Venezuela  c  outros  paizes  situados 
de  um  modo  semelhante,  deve  vir  do  estrangeiro.  O  Governo,  de  mais, 
cooperaria  com  muito  prazer  em  tal  movimento  que  naturalmente  redundaria  em 
bem  dl)  publico. 

Ainda  que  a  estrada  dc  Puerto  Cabello  não  pasãc  por  campos  tão  intcrcasantes 
como  a  linha  de  Caracas  a  V^alencia,  onde,  depois  dc  atravessar  as  montanhas, 
seguem  aldeas  e  cidades  em  successão  rápida,  muitas  das  quaes  possuem  impor- 
tancia histórica,  serve  para  enlaçar  o  interior  do  paiz  e  a  costa,  e  por  isso  deverá 
realizar  algum  dia  as  esperanças  de  seus  projectadores. 

Seus  interesses  e  os  da  grande  estrada  de  ferro  dc  Venezuela  são,  até  certo 
ponto,  idênticos  ;  ambas  t¿m  o  mesmo  termino — a  cidade  de  V  alencia— e  unidas 
formam  uma  entrada  continua  .^cdc  l'tu-rto  Cabello  na  costa,  a  Caraca';,  capira! 
da  Republica,  que  está  unida  cuni  k  u  porto  dc  mar,  La  Guayrii,  pela  estrada 
aberra  cm  iSS-;.  .\s>-im  fira  rnmploio  o  circulo  e  são  evidentes  as  vantagens 
que  devem  ser  ultinianiciue  derivadas  por  esta  obra  da  engenharia  moderna. 

Com  a  continuação  da  paz,  que  agora  parece  assegurada,  c  o  desenvolvimento 
que  se  espera  da  condição  económica  do  paiz,  a  companhia  da  estrada  de  ferro 
de  Puerto  Cabello  a  Valencia  espera  justamente  um  augmento  de  seus  negocios 
que  breve  recompense  as  perdas  anteriores.  Espera-se  que  o  anno  proximo 
introduzirá  um  periodo  de  prosperidade  permanente  e  progressiva. 
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RELATIONS  COMMERCIALES  EN  AMÉRIQUE. 

En  considérant  les  r(  lations  commerciales  des  États-Unis  avec 
les  pays  de  l'Amérique  Latine  et  les  possibilités  de  leur  futur  déve- 
loppement, ce  qui  attire  immédiatement  l'attention  est  l'importance 
des  considératicms  géographiques.  Par  rapport  aux  facilités  de 
communications  avec  les  États-Unis,  ces  contrées  se  placent 
naturellement  dans  Tordre  suivant:  i'^,  le  Mexique;  2°,  les  Indes 
Occidentales;  3%  l'Amérique  Centrale;  4"^,  le  littoral  atlantique  de 
l'Ani»  ri(ju(  du  Sud;  Ç*'  la  côte  du  Pacifique. 

Le  Mexique,  qui  est  le  pays  le  plus  rapjuoché  des  États-Unis, 
a  été  mis  en  communication  plus  iacile  avec  les  plus  importants 
centres  commerciaux  de  ce  pays,  grâce  au  développcmmr  les 
voies  ferrées  aussi  bien  que  par  l'extension  du  service  maritime. 
Les  Indes  Occidentales  sont  intimement  liées  à  ce  pays,  par  des 
lignes  régulières  de  bateaux,  et  se  trouvent  relativement  proches 
de  ses  ports  du  midi.  L'Amérique  Centrale  du  côté  de  l'Atlantiqui;, 
a  un  roiniiK  R  c  toujours  croish;int  avec  la  Nouvelle-Orléans  et 
dUutrr^  villi  s  rie  ce  pays.  Cette  partie  importante  du  territoire 
conimcTcial  trouve  dans  les  Etats-Unis  son  débouché  naturel.  1  -es 
divisions  cî-dessus — c'est  à  dire  Je  Mexique,  les  Indes  Occidentales 
et  r Amérique  Centrale — graviteront  de  plus  en  plus  vers  leur 
voisin  le  plus  proche,  les  États-Unis,  pour  l'achat  des  articles  de 
Êibríque,  de  même  que  pour  les  céréales,  selon  l'encouragement 
des  rapports  de  commerce  et  les  efforts  tntelligeinment  et  active- 
ment poursuivis  pour  attirer  leur  c  lienrélt^.    Cette  partit^  thi  prix 
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du  commerce  de  l'Amérique  Latine  peut  à  peine  échapper  à  ce 
pays,  s*il  s'efibrce  vivement  à  l'obtenir.  C'est  dans  TAmérique  du 
Sud  spécialement,  que  l'Europe  s'est  réellement  retranchée,  et  c'est 

sur  ce  champ  que  doivent  lutter  les  États-Unis  contre  la  sérieuse 
( oiK  urrence  de  ses  rivaux  coinnierciaux  et  essayer  de  combattre 
les  désavantages  qui  sont  clairement  visibles  à  tous  ceux  qui 
examinent  le  sujet.  Je  vous  prie  de  prêter  une  attention  sommaire 
aux  statistiques  les  plus  récentes  du  commerce  des  divisions 
géographiques  ci-dessus  mentionnées. 

D'après  les  derniers  rapports  consulaires,  le  commerce  des  États- 
Unis  avec  le  Mexique  s'augmente  rapidement,  et  promet,  avec  un 
peu  plus  de  travail  énergique,  des  résultats  grandement  satisfai- 
sante. Peiulant  l'année  de  1895,  ils  ont  exporté  au  Mexicpic  des 
marcliaiuliscs  d'une  valeur  de  $17,000.000,  environ,  ou  n  peu  prés 
autant  que  la  valeur  totale  des  exportations  au  Mexique  de  la 
Grande-Bretagne,  de  la  France  et  de  l'Allemagne,  mises  ensemble. 
L'année  suivante  (1896),  les  achats  du  Mexique  aux  États-Unis 
ont  augmente  de  $4,000,000,  et  de  l'autre  côté,  le  Mexique  n'avait 
pas  raison  de  se  plaindre  du  manque  de  libéralité  des  achats  des 
États-Unis.  Pendant  l'année  fiscale  terminant  le  30  juin  1895, 
les  États-l  nis  ont  acheté  des  marchandises  au  Mexique  pour  une 
valeur  de  plus  de  $15,000,000,  ou  environ  $4,000,000  de  plus 
que  1(  s  achats  de  la  Grande-Bretagne,  la  France,  l'Allemagne  et 
r£spagnc  mis  ensemble.  Il  semblerait  que  si  les  États-Unis 
achètent  plus  du  Mexique  que  ces  autres  pays,  ils  devraient  lui 
vendre  dans  la  même  proportion.  Si  cette  condition  ne  se  vérihe 
pas  maintenant,  cela  est  dû  en  grande  partie,  au  manque  de  Ténei^ 
gie  nécessaire,  sans  laquelle  il  sera  difficile  de  hâter  la  décadence 
de  la  puissance,  déjà  sur  le  déclin,  des  intérêts  commerciaux,  de- 
puis longtemps  établis  et  encore  en  éveil,  de  l'Angleterre,  de  l'Alle- 
magne et  de  la  I  rance,  dans  la  République  sœur.  Néanmoins 
l'opportunité  y  est.  La  mcñance  des  Mexicains  envers  les  États- 
Unis,  dérivée  de  la  guerre  d'il  y  a  une  cinquantaine  d'années,  a 
presqu'entièrement  disparue,  et  sous  la  sage  et  énergique  admini- 
stration du  Président  Diaz,  des  relations  plus  étroites  encore  sont 
assidûment  cultivées.  Le  capital,  l'entreprise  et  l'industrie  des 
Etats-Unis  se  diri«j:ent  constanmient  vers  le  Mexique,  et  les 
relations  commerc  iales  des  deux  pays,  à  moins  d'un  accident  im- 
prévu, se  développeront  rapidement  dans  un  avenir  très  pruciic. 
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Le  commerce  avec  les  Indes  Occidentales  a  été  naturellement 
fort  atteint  pendant  ces  dernières  années  par  Tinsurrection  qui 
existe  à  Cuba.  Nous  trouverons  en  comparant  les  chiffres  donnes 
par  le  Trésor  des  États-l'ius  pour  les  années  189^  et  iH(^6,  qu'il  y 
a  eu  pendant  une  année,  une  diniinution  dans  les  importations  aux 
États-Unis  provenant  de  Cuba,  de  beaucoup  plus  de  $12,000,000, 
et  dans  les  exportations  à  cette  ile,  une  diminution  de  plus  de 
$5,000,000.  Les chiiires  de  1 896,  comparés  à  ceux  de  l'armée  1 894, 
montrent  une  diminution  dans  les  importations  de  $25,000,000, 
et  dans  les  exportations,  une  de  prés  de  $  1 3,000,000.  Dans  les 
conditions  normales,  Cuba  dépend  presqu'entiércnicnt  des  États- 
L  ni»  coninic  débouché  pour  ses  produits,  et  avec  un  traité  de 
réciprocité,  les  ventes  d'articles  iabriqucs  aux  États-Unis  augmen- 
teraient considérablement  Le  montant  du  capital  américain  placé 
à  Cuba,  est  déjà  très  grand,  et  avec  le  rétablissement  de  la  paix  et 
de  l'ordre,  le  vaste  développement  des  intérêts  des  États-Unis 
dans  llle  ne  sera  qu'une  aÎËiire  de  temps. 

Les  mêmes  considérations  s'appliquent  plus  ou  moins,  aux  autres 
iU  i  dci  Intles  Occidentales.  Les  colonies  anglaises,  par  exemple, 
sauf  la  Jamaïque,  achètent  beauct)up  phis  ties  États-Unis  que  de 
ia  mère  patrie,  et  trouvent  dans  ce  pays,  ie  débouché  principal  de 
leurs  produits.  Dans  la  Jamaïque  les  conditions  tendent  rapidement 
à  changer  en  faveur  de  ce  pays.  Jusqu'il  y  a  quelques  années," 
dit  le  consul  des  États-Unis  à  Kingston,  en  date  du  26  septembre 
1896,  "les  États-Unis  ne  pouvaient  pas concourrir  avec  l'Angleterre 
quant  à  des  produits  industriels.  Aujourd'hui  notre  pays  promet  de 
la  dépasser." 

\)v>  contrées  de  l'Amérique  centrale,  le  Honduras  I)riranni(pie 
oñ'rv  l'ex  itiencc  la  plus  frappante  de  la  direction  générale  du 
commerce  vers  les  États-Unis.  Etant  une  colonie  anglaise,  sa 
préférence  pour  les  manuÊictures  anglaises  serait  toute  naturelle. 
Néanmoins,  d'après  un  rapport  récent  du  consul  des  États-Unis 
à  Bélize,  *^ l'augmentation  des  importations  de  1895,  sur  celles  de 
l'année  antérieure,  à  part  le  Méxique,  provenait  des  États-Unis." 
Le  consul  américain  dit  en  outre,  l'augmentation  continuera 
apparemment,  puisque  les  habitants  deviennent  accoutumés  de 
plus  en  plus,  à  l'usage  de  nos  produits.  La  qualité  supérieure  de 
no5  marchandises,  la  vitesse  et  le  nombre  de^  voies  de  t-oiniiiimiea- 
titms  entre  les  deux  pays  nous  donnent  un  grand  avanta^t .  "  I  n 
^ic  d'une  grande  signitîcation  se  rapportant  à  Trntimité  des 
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relations  commerciales  qui  existent  déjà,  se  trouve  dans  l'adoption, 
il  y  a  deax  ans,  par  le  Honduras  Britannique,  du  dollar  or  des  Etats- 
Unis  comme  unité  monétaire. 

**  Dans  Costa-Rica,**  un  consul  anglais  nous  dit  que  les  chifires 
inuntrtnt  que  les  États-Unis  et  l'Allemagne  l'emportent  peu  à 
peu  sur  la  Grande-Bretagne.  Les  gains  et  pertes  rclatiis  ne  sont 
pas  énoiH  és,  mais  la  conclusion  est  satisiaisant(\ 

Les  exportations  des  Etats-Unis  au  Cjuatémala  en  1895  ont 
dépassé  de  plus  de  $400,000  celles  de  la  Grande-Bretagne.  Avec 
des  justes  efforts,  ce  pays  pourra  réduire  à  une  proportion  purement 
nominale,  la  part  commerciale  qu'ont  aujourd'hui  tous  les  pays 
européens  mis  ensemble. 

Les  agents  consulaires  des  États-Unis  au  Nicaragua  disent,  que 
bien  que  K's  im[K)rtations  de  cv  pays  ne  se  soient  élevées  qu'à  peu 
près  $^,000.000  par  année,  les  ventes  des  articles  de  tabri([uc 
provenant  des  États-Unis  pourraient  être  considérablement  aug- 
mentées. A  présent  les  exportations  et  importations  se  balancent, 
le  montant  de  chacune  étant,  en  1896,  à  peu  près  d'un  million 
et  quart  de  dollars. 

Assez  a  été  dit  pour  montrer  que  les  pays  et  les  îles  de  la  mer 
des  Caraïbes,  s'étendant  aux  portes  mêmes  des  États-Unis,  ont 
répondu  les  premiers,  comme  on  pourrait  s'y  attendre,  aux  condi- 
tions qui  semblent  favoriser  l'accomplissement  d'une  [pleine  alli- 
ancc  commerciale  avec  les  Etats-Unis.  A  mon  avis,  si  nous  nous 
servons  intelligemment  des  opportunités  qui  se  présentent,  il  ne  sera 
pas  difficile  de  les  faire  entrer  dans  cette  alliance.  Mais  on  ne 
peut  s'attendre  à  de  tels  résultats  en  s'asseyant  et  en  les  laissant 
venir. 

Les  rivaux  européens  des  États-Unis  ne  manqueraient  pas  de 

prohter  d'une  telle  négligence  comme  ils  l'ont  dtjà  tait  dans  le 
passé.  Ils  sont  vigilants,  actiis.  expérimentés,  et  savent  parfaite- 
ment que  les  chance»  sont  tellement  contre  eux,  que  seulement 
par  l'inditFcrence  ou  l'indolence  des  États-Unis,  peuvent-ils  espérer 
de  s'opposer  à  la  canalisation  de  ce  commerce  dans  ses  conduits 
naturels.  Le  succès  viendra  si  seulement  les  États-Unis  savent 
profiter  de  leurs  avantages,  mats  sans  des  efforts^  c'est  possible  qu'il 
puisse  leur  échapper. 

Si  nou>  regardons  plu>  loin — t  "est-à-dire,  le  continent  de  l'Aniéii- 
que  du  Sud — la  perspective  au^si  nous  paraîtra  brillante.  Là, 
également,  les  États-Unis  ont  quelques  avantages,  mais  sous  le 
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point  tie  vue  géographique  ils  ne  sont  pas  si  grands,  l'n  coup 
d'œil  jeté  sur  la  mappemonde  montre  que  la  côte  orientale  de 
rAmérique  du  Sud  est  plus  rafiprochéc  du  Vieux  Monde  que  de 
cette  partie  du  Nouveau  Monde.  Une  ligne  tracée  d'un  point  au 
sud  de  New-York  aboutirait  à  un  point  quelconque  sur  la  côte 
du  Pérou.  En  autres  mots,  ce  vaste  continent  de  l'Amérique  du 
Sud  est  situé  à  l'est  d'une  telle  ligne. 

D'après  la  carte  du  Bureau  Hydrographique  des  États-Unis, 
montrant  les  sillages  des  grands  bateaux  à  vapeur,  la  ville  de 
Pernambuco,  Brésil,  se  trouve  à  3,700  milles  marins  de  New- 
York  et  seulement  à  200  milles  plus  de  Plymouth  en  Angleterre. 
Elle  n'est  qu'à  1,600  milles  <fe  Sierra  Leone,  et  à  un  peu  moins 
de  cette  distance  des  lies  du  Cap-Vert.  La  distance  de  Pernam- 
buco à  Lisbonne  est  de  3^200  milles,  celle  de  Rio  de  Janeiro  à 
New-York  de  4.700  milles  marins,  et  celle  de  Buenos  Ayres  de 
plus  de  mille  niilh  s  marins  en  plus.  Ain^i  nous  riDuvon^  (pic 
l'avantage  géographi(|u('  des  État-Unis  sur  rEuro{)e  est  insignih- 
ant  en  ce  qui  se  rapporte  à  la  côte  orientale  dç  l'Amérique  du 
Sud.  Quant  à  la  côte  septentrionale,  y  compris  la  Colombie,  le 
Venezuela  et  les  Guyanes,  l'avantage  est  plus  prononcé  et  les  condi- 
tions, ci-dessus  mentionnées,  du  commerce  de  la  mer  des  Caraïbes 
s  appliquent  aussi,  plus  ou  moins,  à  cette  partie  de  la  côte  sud- 
américaine.  Mais  la  côte  orientale — comprenant  le  Brésil,  la 
Rcpubliíjue  Arjxcntine  et  l'Uruguay — est  plus  éloignée  des  Ktats- 
L'nis  et  piuü  près  de  l'Europe  que  nos  concitoyens  semblent  le 
croire. 

Les  conditions  géographiques  étant  ainsi  presqu'égales,  il  n'est 
pas  étonnant  de  trouver  que  les  compétiteurs  européens  aient, 
jusqu'ici,  conservé  dans  leur  étreinte  de  fer,  le  commerce  sud- 
américain.  Parlant  en  chifiires  ronds,  les  États-Unis  achètent 
chaque  année  de  l'Amérique  du  Sud,  des  produits  d*une  valeur  de 
$110,000,000  à  $1^0,000,000,  et  lui  en  vendent  d'une  valeur 
intérieure  à  .^p-^c.ooo.oco.  Le  gain  sur  les  exporüitions  des 
Etats-Unis  expédiées  à  l  Anieri(|ue  du  Sud,  dans  dix  années, 
n'a  été  <pie  de  $6.000,000.  tanelis  que  l'augmentation  dans  nos 
importations  a  été  de  cinq  iois  cette  soiimu*.  Il  y  a  beaucoup 
d'obstacles  artificiels  à  la  concurrence  des  États-Unis  dm <  le  com- 
merce sud<iméricain,  tels  que  l'habitude,  longtemps  établie,  des 
produits  européens,  les  facilités  soigneusement  développées,  de 
banques  et  de  transports  et  les  grands  placements  de  capital 
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européen  là-bas,  mais  ils  peuvent  tous  être  surmontés  par  des  efforts 

concertés  et  actifs.  On  doit  prêter  une  attention  spéciale  à  l'aspect 
géographique  d\i  problrmc,  parce  qu'il  tait  ressortir  l  iinporrante 
leçon,  (jur  tout  ;iu  long  de  la  côte  orientale,  les  Ht;it>-L  iiis  ont 
peu  ou  point  d'avantages  quant  à  la  rapidité  de  transports,  et 
qu'ils  doivent  être  préparcs  á  feire  fece  aux  Anglais, aux  Allemands 
aux  Français  et  aux  Italiens  dans  des  conditions  presque  pareilles. 

Quant  à  la  côte  occidentale,  c'est  différent.  Un  coup  d*œil 
jeté  sur  la  carte  montrera  une  ligne  presque  droite  de  New-York 
à  l'isthme  de  Panama.  Si  un  canal  est  construit  à  travers  Tisthme 
par  l'unr  ou  l'aura-  des  rout<'.s  proposées,  New-York  et  la  Nouvelle- 
Orléans  seront  nii.^cs  en  t:unuii.uni(  ati()n  iacile  et  éti\>ii«;  avee  tout 
le  littoral  I^acirique  du  Mexique,  de  l'Amérique  Centrale  et  de 
l'Amérique  du  Sud.  San  Francisco  natun  Uement  jouit  déjà  de 
pareilles  facilités.  Par  le  moyen  d*un  canal  à  travers  l'isthme,  cette 
ville  sera  aussi  pourvue  d'une  route  maritime,  d'une  valeur  incal- 
culable, menant  à  la  mer  des  Caraïbes. 

Une  étude  de  la  carte  montre  clairement  que  chaque  partie  des 
États-Unis  est  ])lus  ou  moins  intéressée  dans  le  dcveloppement 
du  conuiirii f  de  l'Amérique  Latine.  .San  Francisco  n'y  est  pas 
moins  intéressé  que  New-York,  Philadelphie,  Boston,  Baltimore 
et  autres  ports  sur  la  cote  de  l'Atlantique.  Le  but  de  la  Nouvelle- 
Orléans,  Galveston,  Mobile — ^toute  la  côte  du  Golte — dans  le 
développement  de  ce  commerce  est  clairement  visible.  Sl  Louis, 
Chicago,  Cincinnati^  Cleveland,  Louisville»  Indianapolis,  Détroit, 
Kansas  City,  Omaha,  Denver,  Minneapolis,  et  St  Paul  comptent 
avec  espérance,  et  avec  raison,  sur  ce  commerce  important. 
Toutes  les  causes  naturelles  nous  disposent  à  prédire  la  diversion 
du  commerce  de  la  {)lus  grande  partie  de  I'Aok  rii]\ie  Latine  en 
taveur  de  ce  pays,  et  nous  trouvons  dans  la  supériorité  admise  de 
beaucoup  de  sortes  de  manufactures  américaines,  un  fort  aiguillon 
à  h  concurrence,  même  avec  les  nations  industrielles  les  plus 
avancées  de  l'Europe.  De  toutes  les  parties  du  globe  viennent 
des  témoignages  convaincants  de  la  popularité  des  produits  amé- 
ricains et  surtout  des  produits  de  coton,  des  machines,  des  instru- 
ments d'agriculture,  de  la  (puncaillcric,  des  outils  d'artisans,  des 
meubles,  dea  lx>ttes  et  souliers,  et  de  toute  e^juxe  d'articles  en 
cuir.  Pour  signaler  un  incident  signitiant,  a  propos  du  com- 
merce latin-américain,  un  consul  anglais  constate  dans  h  Board  ot 
Trade  journal  de  Londres  du  mois  de  mai,  ''que  les  outils  de 
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construction  drs  Etats-lhiis  remportent  sur  ceux  tie  numutacture 
anglaise  dans  le  marché  du  Pérou,  à  cause  de  l'éiégance  de  la 
£içon,  du  prix  modéré  et  de  la  manière  de  remballage."  Le 
Pérou  importe  aussi  des  États-Unis,  à  l'exclusion  des  produits 
anglais,  des  serrures,  des  charrues  à  main,  et  des  plaques  d'acier. 

Mais  Tefiort  systématique  pour  profiter  de  ces  avantages  est 
indispensable.  Les  États-Unis  ne  peuvent  pas  espérer  faire  une 
bonne  réculte  sans  cultiver  soigneusement  le  sol.  Les  détails  de 
tels  efforts  doivent  être  laissés  entre  les  mains  des  manuikcturiers 
exportateurs,  et  des  ditíerents  corps  organisés  qui  les  représentent. 
La  fonction  du  Bureau  des  Républiques  Américaines  est  de 
préparer  la  voie,  encourageant  le  rapprochement  des  pays  de 
l'Amérique  latine  entre  eux  et  avec  les  États-Unis,  et  par  la 
réunion  et  distribution  d'informations  d'une  valeur  pratique  [)our 
tous.  Ce  m'est  un  plaisir  de  pouvoir  dire  que,  pendant  ces  der- 
nières semaiiit -,  j*ai  eu  la  bonne  lortune  de  recevoir  damples 
témoignages  de  l'intérêt  des  Républiques  sœurs,  à  ce  grand  travail, 
et  de  la  coopération  cordiale  de  leurs  habiles  représentants  diplo- 
matiques aux  États-Unis,  révélés  par  le  dressage  de  plans  pour 
le  développement  de  l'utilité  du  Bureau  sur  les  lignes  établies 
par  la  Conférence  Internationale  Américaine,  qui,  sous  le  génie 
incomparable  de  James  G.  Blaine,  s'est  assemblée  à  Washington 
du  2  octobre  1889  au  19  avril  1890. 

On  se  souviendra  de  ses  paroles  à  louverturc  de  la  Conté- 
rrnce  :  "On  ne  peut  s'attendre  à  ce  que  nous  oublions  le  sort  com- 
mun qui  nous  a  tait  habitants  des  deux  continents  qui,  à  la  fin  de 
quatre  siècles  sont  encore  considérés  au-delà  des  mers,  comme  le 
Nouveau  Monde.  Une  similarité  de  situations  cause  une  simi- 
larité de  sympathies  et  impose  une  similarité  de  devoirs.  Nous 
nous  assemblons  ici  avec  la  ferme  croyance  que  les  nations  de 
l'Amérique  doivent  et  peuvent  s'aider  davantage  qu'elles  ne  le 
font  niaintenant,  et  que  chacune  trouvera  avantage  et  profit  à 
l'augmentât  ion  des  rapports  entre  elles.  Nous  croyons  que  nous 
devrions  être  plus  rapprochés  [)ar  les  voies  maritimes  et  que  dans  un 
temps  peu  éloigné,  les  réseaux  du  Nord  et  du  Sud  se  rencontre 
Tont  sur  rischme,  et  lieront  par  voie  terrestre  les  capitales  poli- 
tiques et  commerciales  de  toute  l'Amérique.  *  *  *  Ce  sera 
un  avantage  quand  nous  aurons  acquis  cette  confiance  commune 
sur  laquelle  doit  se  baser  toute  amitié  internationale.  Ce  sera  un 
plus  grand  avantage  quand  nous  pourrons  lier  par  une  connaissance 
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intime  toutes  les  nations  améric  aines,  un  but  qui  s'accomplira  par 
des  communications  plus  iréquentes  et  plus  rapides.  Ce  sera 
le  plus  grand  avantage  quand  les  relations  personnelles  et  com- 
mcrcîales  des  états  américains,  du  nord  et  du  sud,  seront  déve- 
loppées et  réglées  de  manière  à  ce  que  chacun  puisse  retirer  les  plus 
grands  avantages  possibles  des  rapports  éclairés  entre  tous." 

Fidèle  à  cet  esprit  élevé,  le  Bureau  des  Républiques  Améri- 
caines a  été  établi  comme  une  agence  de  ce  grand  travail,  l.  acte 
de  son  organisation  a  été  adopte  par  la  Contérence  le  14  avril 
1890,  conformément  à  un  rapport  soumis  par  Messrs.  José  Alionso, 
du  Chili;  Matías  Romero,  du  Mexique;  Nicanor  Bolet  Peraza, 
<iu  Vénézuéla;  Salvador  de  Mendonça,  du  Brésil;  et  Henry  G. 
Davis  et  Charles  R.  Flint,  des  États-Unis.  Des  dix-huit  gouverne- 
ments représentés^  tous  les  présents — ^quatorze  en  nombre — vo» 
tèrent  pour  l'établissement  du  Bureau,  savoir  :  République  Argen- 
tine, Bolivie,  Brésil,  Chili,  Colombie,  Costa-Rica,  Guatemala, 
Honduras,  Mexique,  Nicaragua,  Paraguay,  Pérou,  Etats-Unis,  et 
Vénézuéla.  L'Ecuador,  le  Haïti,  le  Salvador  et  l'Uruguay  n'é- 
taient pas  à  ce  moment  représentés  à  la  Conférence;  mais  tous 
ces  pays  donnèrent  alors  et  ont  donné  depuis  leur  aide  au  Bureau, 
le  reconaissant  ofBciellement. 

Se  conservant  ñdéle  aux  sages  buts  de  sa  création;  remplissant 
activement  les  devoirs  de  son  administration  ;  envisageant  seule- 
ment sa  mission  "qui  est  le  profit  commun  et  av(i-  l  aide  et  la 
coopération  dont  j  ai  pari»',  de  la  part  du  Comité  Exécutii,  je  ne 
puis  nicLtre  en  doute  que  le  Bureau  deviendra  bientôt  ce  qu'il 
était  destiné  à  être,  une  grande  agence  dirigée  d'une  iaçon  prati- 
que pour  développer  le  commerce  et  les  relations  amicales  entre 
toutes  les  Républiques  de  l'hémisphère  occidental  et  les  colonies 
européennes  des  Indes  occidentales  et  de  l'Amérique  du  Sud 
Dans  ce  but,  j'emploierai  mes  meilleurs  effijrts  et  pour  la  réalisation 
d'une  tâche  aussi  bienfaisante  et  au*i  patriotique,  il  me  semble 
que  je  dois  demander  et  puis  comprt  r  sur  la  coo[ierarion  sin- 
cère de  tou.^  les  Américains.  .Soyons  tou<  thus  et  inspirés  par 
•'ce  patriotisme  plus  large,  qui  con:>titue  la  Iraternité  des  nations," 
jusqu'à  ce  que  le  Bureau  reçoive  une  poussée  telle  que  le  monde 
.n'a  jamais  vue." 

Digiiiztxi  by  Google 


BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


INAUGURATION  DES  MUSEES  ÜE 
PHILADELPHIE. 

Le  deux  juin  le  Président  des  États-Unis,  accompagné  de 
quelques  membres  de  son  Cabinet,  des  ministres  du  Mexique,  du 

Brésil,  du  Chili,  de  Vrnr/urla,  de  Suisse,  de  l'Équatcur,  de  la 
République  Argcntiuf,  île  Corée,  de  Chine  et  de  Costa-Rica,  et 
des  représentants  des  Chambres  de  Commerce  de  plusieurs  nations 
américaines,  a  solennellement  inauguré  les  Musées  de  Phila* 

delphie,  prononçant  à  cette  occasion  le  discours  suivant: 

MrsDAMEs,  Messieurs:  La  réunion  d'un  nombre  aussi  considé- 
rable de  représentants  des  grands  intérêts  commerciaux  et  indus- 
triels nationaux  et  étrangers  est  un  événement  si  rare  qu'il  prête  à 
cette  cérémonie  un  caractère  ineflâçable.  Des  chambres  et  des 
comités  de  commerce,  des  maires  de  villes  et  des  gouverneurs 
d'États,  se  trouvent  réunis  avec  les  délégués  de  quinze  autres 
nations  pour  démontrer  Hmportance  attachée  à  cette  entreprise. 

Chacune  des  Républiques  sœurs  de  ce  continent  est  représentée 
ici  par  son  ministre,  et  beaucoup  par  de  nombreuses  délégations 
de  distingués  citoyens  qui  ont  rait  de  longs  voyages  et  de  grands 
sacrifices  pour  prendre  part  à  cette  fête  mémorable.  Nous  souhai- 
tons à  tous  dv  ^rand  cœur  la  bienvenue. 

Une  pareille  réunion  industrielle  ne  pourrait  pas  avoir  un* but 
ordinaire.  Ce  sont  les  intérêts  nationaux  et  internationaux,  aussi 
birn  que  la  détrn  nre  que  les  peuples  se  doivent  qui  ont  con- 
trihu»'  à  son  ^uccés:  mais  son  caractère  ample  et  distin^xué  est  né 
de  la  protondr  conviction  que  les  pays  représentés  possèdeTif  des 
avantages  pi  rmanents  pour  leurs  rt  lations  commerciales  rcnlcrmés 
dans  le  niouvenient  initié  aujonrd  liui. 

Le  but  avoué  des  Musées  de  Philadelphie  est  d'aider  le  déve- 
loppemi  nt  de  la  prospérité  commerciale  et  industrielle.  Au(  une 
cau^e  n'est  plus  digne  d'employer  en  ce  moment  nos  énergies. 
Rien  de  plus  louable  (prétendre  le  (ommerce  à  de  nnwM.iux 
marchés,  ouvrir  d'autres  champs  d acti\  ité  et  créer  des  conditions 
de  vie  plus  faciles  pour  le  peuple.  Un  tel  etfort  mérite 
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rapprobation  imnu'diatc  dt  tous  les  amis  de  Thumanité,  car  ta 
prosjx  rité  du  plus  humble  travailleur  et  le  bien-être  de  chaque 
foyer  y  sont  Vu-^. 

Ce  niou\ cillent  se  dessine  \y\r  dc^  li^^nes  larges  et  progressives. 
Ses  auteurs  et  promoteurs  peiiicnt  (|ue  les  roiiditions  du  eoni- 
ni<:rt  e  international  peuvent  être  directement  améliorées  par  l'étude 
systématique  et  démontrées  par  les  méthodes  scienti tiques. 

Le  distingué  groupe  d'individus  qui  a  eu  l  idee  de  cette  organi- 
sation s'est  servi  de  hautes  vérités  économiques  et  se  prépare 
à  les  poursuivre  jusqu'à  leur  entière  a{>[>li(  ation.  Le  généreux 
appui  de  ce  groupe  augmentera  l'utilité  de  l'organisation. 

Une  entreprise  industrielle  nationale  ouvre  le  cheniui  a  d'autres. 
Une  grande  exposition  comme  celle-ci  est  en  même  temps  un 
enseignement  et  une  inspiration.  Elle  accapare  Inattention  du 
peuple,  élargit  son  champ  d*idées,  augmente  sa  confiance,  anime 
l'esprit  de  coopération  amicale  et  d'émulation,  éveille  une  noble 
ambition  et  encourage  Peffort  d'utilisation  de  toutes  les  forces  et 
procédés  de  production. 

L'Exposition  Universelle  Colombienne  de  Chicago  a  devancé 
cette  contribution  moins  générale  mais  plus  fixe  au  progrès  éco- 
nomique du  monde.  Nombre  d'objets  exposés  à  Chicago  est 
conservé  ici  et  on  en  a  tellement  et  si  intelligemment  aumenté 
la  collection,  que  la  direction  des  Musées  de  Philadelphie  peut 
bien  se  vanter  que  son  exposition  est  la  plus  complète  du  genre 
en  ce  moment 

On  n'a  pas  seulement  organisé  un  merveilleux  étalage  des  pro- 
duits et  pourtant  du  progrès  de  notre  pays,  comme  de  ceux  de 
toutes  ](•>  Républicjues  Américainrs.  ()n  a  donné  comme  cela 
l'exemple  d'une  entente  amicale  et  d'une  ccKipèration  réciproque- 
ment avantageuse,  ce  cpii  aitl<'  énormément,  non  seulement  les 
intérêts  du  conuuerce  ct)nuiie  la  détérenc  e  et  la  bonrit  volonté 
entre  ces  nations.    Et  la  bonne  volonté  préc  ède  le  bon  (ommen  e. 

Le  producteur  et  le  consommateur  des  deux  continents  sont 
amenés  ici  à  des  relations  étroites  et  a[i[irennent  à  travailler  ensemble 
pour  la  richesse  commune.  Four  s'ouvrir  de  nouveaux  tièbouchés 
et  conduire  ses  affaires  sur  une  plus  large  et  profitable  échelle,  le 
manufacturier  doit  avoir  l'opportunité  de  bien  connaître  ia  nature 
des  marchandises  désirées  par  le  consommateur. 

De  même,  le  consommateur  doit  avoir  l'opportunité  d'examiner 
les  marchandises  que  le  manufacturier  est  disposé  à  lui  vendre. 

Il  s'ensuit  qu'une  institution  centrale  officielle  comme  celle-ci* 
d'une  réelle  stabilité,  dont  l'intégrité  de  direction  ne  peut  pas 
être  discutée,  et  possédant  de  larges  ressources,  peut  devenir  d'un 
profit  inestimable,  non  seulement  à  une  génération  et  à  un  pa)  s, 
mais  à  tout  un  continent  et  pour  l'avenir. 
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La  capacite  aussi  bien  que  le  capital  sont  essentiels  au  succès 
dans  affaires  et  heureusement  les  Musées  sont  bien  riches  tie  ces 
deux  éléments.  On  dit  que  les  informations  qui  peuvent  être 
obtenue^  ici.  aiii^^i  rapitlcs  qu'exacte  s,  le  sont  à  un  dr^ré  inconnu 
dans  n'iniporrr  (jiu-llc  autre  institution  senihhiblc  du  monde. 

Étant  donné»  s  ers  cirtonstanceb,  et  même  au  debut,  ce  nest  pas 
trop  dire  (|u"un  inouvtjnent  de  ce  genre  a  un  aspect  ^^énéral 
national — piu<  (pie  ça,  international — et  prophétist  r  (pu  son  siK  cés, 
si  l'artaire  est  habilement  conduite,  réserve  des  sui  nriN*  >  hk  uil  à 
ses  it>ntlateurs  et  à  se^  amis  les  plus  enthou*^ia>tt  ^.  Le  but  et  la 
réalisation  de  cette  leçon  praticpn-  pour  l  industrie  du  monde, 
reposant  sur  des  principes  commercuiix,  \  i-.iiir  uniquement  le  bien- 
être  du  pays  en  général,  profitant  à  d'autres  nations  aussi  bien  qu'à 
la  notre,  sont  d'accord  avec  le  plus  pur  esprit  de  notre  siècle  et 
méritent  la  bonne  volonté  et  le  bon  appui  de  tous  les  patriotes 
américains. 

je  puis  assurer  les  promoteurs  de  cette  entreprise  du  profond 
intérêt  que  son  succès  éveille  chez  le  Gouvernement  et  le  ptaiple 
de  ce  pays.  Je  félicite  les  habitants  de  Philadelphie,  si  juste- 
ment renommés  pour  l'Exposition  du  Centenaire,  qui  la  première 
a  révélé  au  monde  l'extraordinaire  devéloppement  de  nos  res- 
sources, de  ce  que  le  soin  et  l'achèvement  de  cette  grande  œuvre 
leur  aient  été  confiés. 

La  municipalité  a  agi  sagement  et  avec  prévision  quand  elle  a 
organisé  la  nouvelle  institution  en  un  département  séparé  de  son 
administration.  Moyennant  de  généreuses  subventions  et  la  dona- 
tion d*un  excellent  local,  les  habitants  de  cette  ville,  qui  fut  le 
berceau  de  l  i  liberté  américaine,  ont  tait  preuve  une  fois  de  plus 
de  leur  esprit  patriotique  et  du  dessein  qu'ils  nourrissent,  se  rap- 
proc  hant  des  représentants  des  principaux  corps  commerciaux  de 
ce  continent  et  les  appellant  à  prendre  part  à  leur  délibération. 

Les  Etats-L  nis  doivent  beaucoup  à  la  ville  de  l^liilad(  l[)iue. 
Elle  a  contribué  inconiniensurablement  au  triomphe  de  la  liberté. 
Elle  aide  maintenant  aux  triomphes  du  travail. 

Qui  pourra  mettre  en  doute  qu*e  les  délibérations  de  ces  hommes 
capables  et  pleins  d  esprir  publi(pic,  travaillant  ensemble  en  toute 
liberté  et  cordialité,  aniuiés  j)ar  une  idée  commune  et  par  un 
intérêt  commun,  auront  d'autre  résultat  que  des  relations  plus 
étroites  de  bienveillance  internationale  et  une  plus  haute  et  géné- 
rale prospérité?  Que  la  grâce  de  Dieu  descende  sur  cette  loua- 
ble entreprise  et  sur  ceux  qui  travailleront  à  son  développement 

je  déclare  ouverts  les  Musées  de  Philadelphie. 
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Outre  les  fouctionneires  des  Musées,  les  ministres  du  Mexique 
et  de  Costa*Rica  ont  successivement  pris  la  parole. 

Monsieur  Romero  a  dit  : 

Mt>NSIl  l  K  I.K  I'rkSIDKNT,  MeSSIKURS  nu  MrsÎ  F  CoMMFRC  lAL  DE 

Phh  ADu  l'HiF.  :  Les  repn'sentants  diplomatiques  à  \\  iishin^^ton  des 
K<  {)ubli(jups  latino-amrricaines  sont  on  ne  peut  plus  hrurciix  de 
l'opportunirr  leur  est  offerte  ti  assistcr  à  l'inauguration  ilii  Musée 
Commercial  de  I^hiladelphie  et  de  dire  ce  qu'ils  pensent  de  la 
très  grande  importance  d'un  tel  événement. 

Le  Musée  Commercial  de  Philadelphie  est  une  institution 
destinée  à  développer  le  commerce  parmi  les  nations  de  ce  conti- 
nent, et  si  nous  considérons  sa  courte  durée,  les  larges  proportions 
d(jà  prises,  et  celle  qu*il  atteindra  quand  son  nouvel  édifice  sera 
bâti  avec  magnificence  et  ses  travaux  en  pleine  activité,  on  peut 
sûrement  prédire  que  le  Musée  Commercial  deviendra  sous  peu 
une  institution  très  importante,  suivant  immédiatement  comme 
promoteur  du  trafic  international  la  législation  officielle  et  les 
facilités  de  transport,  et  certainement  on  ti<-  pourrait  imaginer  de 
meilleurs  moyens  de  poursuivre  ce  but  si  important,  qui  est  le 
développement  du  commerce  parmi  les  contrées  américaines. 

La  législation  est,  en  etfet,  le  facteur  le  plus  important  du  déve- 
loppement du  commerce,  parce  que  la  législation  |)eut  créer,  aug- 
menter et  supprimer  ce  commerce  moyennant  les  droits  d'importa- 
tion. 1  .es  facilités  de  transport  agissent,  aussitôt  après  la  législation, 
sur  le  commerce,  vu  (pie  les  trais  élevés  rcndrnt  le  commerce  impos- 
sible; mais  quand  mrmc  ces  deux  íactcurs  se  trouNcnt  li  ueiord 
pour  encourager  le  commerce,  il  iaut  encore  suppléer  aux  inior- 
inatioiis  désirées  par  les  manufacturiers,  sur  les  endroits  où  ils 
peuvent  obtenir  U  >  matières  premièr»  s  nrcessaires  à  leurs  fabriques, 
aus.si  bien  rjue  sur  leurs  qualités,  [)rix,  etc.,  et  aux  intbrmations 
désirées  par  les  producteurs  des  matières  prciniért  s  sur  les  articles 
manulacturés  dont  iU  ont  besoin,  setablissant  ainsi  IVchange  de 
marchandises  à  leur  avaiitage  réciproque,  car  le  conuiu  rce  étranger 
n'est  qu'un  échange,  et  une  nation  ne  peut  consommer  des  mar- 
chandises étrangères  qu'à  la  condition  de  produire  et  vendre  leur 
équivalent  en  valeur. 

Le  seul  vrai  moyen  d'augmenter  le  commerce  est  certainement 
de  produire  bon  marché,  car  le  commerce  est  affaire  de  conve- 
nance et  non  pas  de  sentiment,  et  personne  ne  payera  des  prix 
élevés  pour  des  marchandises  produites  dans  un  pays,  quand  il 
peut  obtenir  la  même  qualité  de  marchandises  à  des  prix  inféri- 
eurs dans  un  autre  pays.  Les  États-Unis  représentent  un  marché 
si  grand  que,  jusqu'ici,  toutes  les  énergies  du  pays  ont  convergé  à 
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la  production  suffisante  à  la  consommation  nationale,  et  on  n'a 
presque  pas  songé  à  ouvrir  des  débouches  à  Pétranger  pour  les 
manuÊictures  des  États-Unis.  Cependant  ce  pays  est  en  train 
de  devenir  une  nation  industrielle  et  sa  production  maintenant  est 
bien  au-dessus  de  sa  consommation  ;  le  temps  approche  donc  où 
des  efforts  seront  employés  pour  ouvrir  de  nouveaux  marches  et 
où  ce  pa\  s  fera  concurrence  aux  principales  nations  industrielles 
du  Vieux  Monde  ^uant  à  la  vente  de  ses  produits  manufacturés. 

Les  salaires  élevés  payés  aux  États-Unis  ont  été  un  obstacle  á 
la  production  bon  marché  et  par  conséquent  à  l'acquisitioii  de 
marchés  étrangers,  mais  Tintelligence  des  inventeurs  et  mécani- 
ciens américains  a  résolu  le  problème  inventant  et  faisant  usage 
de  machines  qui,  conservant  les  salaires  élevés  nécessaires  au  bien- 
être  et  à  l'éducation  du  travailleur  américain,  réduisent  considé- 
rablement le  coût  du  travail,  permettant  à  ce  pays  de  taire,  sous 
quelques  rapports,  ( oncurrrnce  à  l'Europe  et,  même  en  Orient,  à 
des  pays  oii  le  travail  est  excessivement  bon  marché. 

Le  nom  de  Musée  Commercial  de  Philadelphie  est  un  nom 
birn  modeste,  ¿>¡  on  considère  les  buts  si  importants  que  cette 
in -ri  tut  ion  se  propose,  et  les  larges  proportions  quelle  a  déjà 
prises.  Je  ne  sais  d'aucune  autre  institution  aussi  importante  en 
aucun  autre  pays,  même  en  ceux  du  Vieux  Monde,  où  l'expansitm 
du  commerce  et  vme  vive  conrurrenee  ont  éveillé  toutes  les  idées 
propres  à  développer  le  commer(  e  international.  L'inauguration 
d'une  institution  si  importante  eonuiu:  celle-ci,  qui  devra  acquérir 
et  qui  est  en  train  d'acquérir  un  caractère  plus  que  national, 
international, honorera  toujours  les  hommes  intelligents  et  patriotes 
qui  ont  conçu  Tidée  de  fonder  le  Musée  et  qui  ont  travaillé  à  son 
établissement,  ainsi  que  la  ville  de  Philadelphie. 

Je  demande  la  permission  de  ûàre  une  référence  personnelle 
à  un  des  citoyens  les  plus  en  vue  de  Philadelphie,  le  Docteur 
William  Pepper,  auquel  le  Musée  Commercial  de  Philadelphie  doit 
une  bonne  partie  de  son  succès.  Je  n'ai  pas  besoin  de  ûlrt  l'éloge 
du  Dr.  Pepper  devant  un  auditoire  de  Philadelphie,  où  il  est  si 
connu;  je  dirai  seulement  ce  que  tout  le  monde  sait  ici,  qu'il  est 
toujours  prêt  à  entreprendre  n'importe  quoi  d'utile  au  bicn-étre 
de  sa  ville,  de  son  pays  ou  de  l'humanité,  comme  quand  il  a 
entrepris,  à  ses  fiais  et  aux  frais  de  ses  amis,  parmi  lesquels  plusieurs 
dames  douées  d'esprit  public,  des  recher»  ii?  anthropologiques  et 
archéologiques  utiles  à  l'avancement  de  la  science,  et  d'un  profit 
intaillible  au  monde  entier.  Les  hautes  qualités  du  Docteur 
lV[>[>er  sont  appréciées  à  leur  juste  valeur  non  seulement  chez  lui 
mais  aussi  à  l'etran^MT. 

Lf  -  r(  présentante  diplomaticpHs  à  W'asiiington  des  Képul-)litpies 
soeurs  du  continent  américain,  qui  désirent  vivement  le  devé- 
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loppcment  du  commerce  avec  les  États-Unis  et  qui,  travaillant  à 
ce  but,  croient  servir  les  meilleurs  intérêts  de  leurs  pays,  vu  que  la 
proximité  de  ces  marchés  et  d*autres  raisons  évidentes  rendent  tres 
désirable  un  pareil  développement,  ne  peuvent  s'empêcher  d'assister 
avec  une  vive  satisáiction  à  Tinauguration  du  Musée  Commercial 
de  Philadelphie,  qui  est  en  train  aarriver  doucement,  mats  d'une 
£içon  pratique  et  efficiente  à  ce  but  désirable.  Nous  n'avons  pas 
à  nous  plaindre  de  notre  commerce  avec  les  pays  d'Europe,  mais 
nous  souhaitors  vivement  augmenter  le  commerce  entre  nous 
mêmes,  ouvrant  de  nouveaux  marchés  dans  le  continent  de  Tavenir. 

La  Conference  Pan-Américane  qui  s  est  réunie  à  Washington 
pendant  l'automne  de  1889  a  fondé  un  Bureau  Commercial  des 
Républiques  Américaines  ayant  à  peu  près  les  mêmes  fins  que  le 
Musée  de  Philadelphie.  Mais  la  disproportion  des  moyens  dont 
disposent  1rs  cîcux  instinitions  et  le  fait  que  \r  Musée  Commercial 
de  ]'hil:Kl('lj)hie  ne  \  i>e  ([iie  des  buts  rouinicrciaux.  et  n'est  pas 
influeneé  par  di\s  pn'ju^^e^  politique^  se  vérifient  dans  l<  s  ditiVrents 
résultats  obtenus  par  les  deux  institutions.  Au  lieu  de  les  mettre 
en  opposition,  du  moment  qu  ell*  s  poursuivent  le  même  but,  on 
devrait  les  adapter  de  façon  à  ce  que  l'une  soit  le  complément  de 
l'autre. 

Pour  ceux  qui  croient  au  ilé\  elo[)[^(  ment  des  relations  commer- 
ciales entre  les  nations  de  cet  hémisphère,  l  inau^xuration  ¿olennelle 
tiu  Musée  Commercial,  en  présence  et  avec  rap[)ui  de  l'éclairé  et 
eminent  homme  d'état  qui  occupe  maintenant  la  haute  position 
de  Président  des  États-Unis,  la  suprême  position  du  pays^  qui  ne 
songe  qu'à  la  prospérité  de  cette  grande  nation  et  dont  les  paroles 
pleines  de  sagesse  et  de  patriotisme,  d'encouragement  et  de  bien- 
veillance envers  ses  voisins  nous  venons  d'écouter  avec  plaisir,  est 
un  événement  (lue.  nous  n'oublierons  jamais  et  qui  nous  dédom- 
mage amplement  des  désillusions  que  nous  avons  souffertes, 
causées  par  les  barrières  artificielles  et  les  obstacles  que  de  temps 
à  autre  ont  été  élevés  sur  le  chemin  du  commerce.  L'événement 
pour  la  célébration  duquel  nous  nous  trouvons  ensemble  montre 
très  clairement  que  la  certitude  d'un  tel  développement  peut  être 
considéré  comme  chose  conclue^  et  que  quelques  obstacles  ou  em- 
pêchements mis  sur  son  chemin  peuvent  retarder  ce  développe- 
ment, mais  ne  pourront  l'empêcher  tout  à  tait,  car  ils  sont  d'une 
nature  transitoire. 

Nous  souhaitons  vivement  que  le  Musée  de  Philadelphie  qui 
vient  d'  être  inauguré  sous  d'aussi  bons  auspices,  ac-eomplisse 
dans  un  court  d'-lm"  rous  1  s  résultats  (ju'il  se  propose,  taisant 
honneur  à  ses  prcjuioteurs  (  r  soutiens,  et  profitant  à  toutes  les 
nation^  de  I  hémisphère  cxrcidental.  Nous  empioyerons  tous  nos 
ciforts  à  atteindre  ce  but. 
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Monsieur  Calvo  a  dit: 

Ayant  (tv  appelé  à  exprimer  les  sentiments  des  pays  ilc  TAmc- 
rique  Centrale  à  cette  occasion  si  importante,  rirn  ne  peut  m  ctre 
plus  agrrable  que  d'assurer  une  fois  de  plus  Tinten  t  trrs  vît  avrc 
lequfl  sont  aocu(Mllies  dans  cette  contn  r.  la  plus  hrllf  de  ce  ccm- 
tint  nr,  toutes  les  idées,  tous  les  mouvements  iiestinés  à  tortiiier  les 
relations  cordiales  maintenues  de  tout  temps  avec  cette  nation 
priviKt^ice. 

}\t  cependant,  messieurs.  Je  dois  parler  tie  l'Amérique  Centrale 
comme  d'une  région  très  éloignée  quoicpie  mon  pays,  la  pacifique 
et  progressive  Répiihlicpic  de  Costa  Ric;i,  <|ui  est  l'état  le  plus  au 
sud  de  rAinrric^uc  Ct  ntrale,  soit  plus  rapproc  hée  de  la  ville  de 
Philadelphie  que  la  Caliiornie  et  quelques  autres  parties  du  terri- 
toire des  États-Unis  d'Amérique.  Et  cela  parce  que  nous  ne 
sommes  guère  connus,  et  quoique  bien  voisins,  nous  savons  par- 
Êiitement  que  la  majorité  des  habitants  de  ce  pa)  s  nous  regarde 
comme  les  habitants  des  contrées  les  plus  éloignées  de  la  terre. 

Forts  de  cette  conviction,  nos  pays,  désireux  d'avancement  et  de 
bien-être,  et  contemplant  attentivement  la  grandeur  des  institii* 
tions  politiques  et  le  développement  merveilleux  de  cette  grande 
nation,  aident  puissamment  les  eübrts  de  nature  à  iâciliter  les 
moyens  de  communication,  à  augmenter  leur  connaissatice  réci- 
protjue,  et,  en  un  mot,  à  établir  des  relations  commerciales  plus 
étroites,  du  moment  que  la  nature  leur  a  offert  l'occasion  dt-  le 
faire  à  l'avantage  des  deux  parties  par  la  diversité  des  produits 
dont  notre  sol  a  été  tavorisé. 

L'honneur  d'avoir  conçu  et  réalisé  cette  idée  si  grandiose  et  si 
pratique  appartient  à  la  ville  de  Philadelphie,  et  elle  lui  dédie  en 
ce  minnent  la  meilleure  part  de  ses  espérances  et  de  ses  énergies. 

On  ne  peut  mettre  en  dontr  en  présence  du  succès  au(]nel  nous 
a'^^'^i'^ton'^,  qu<'  li  s  Musées  inau;^"ur<'->  aujourd  hui  contrihucrimt  énor- 
mément à  íortiñer  les  sentinu^nts  (jui  visent  la  réalisation  de  cet 
idéal  admirable  de  fraternité  parmi  les  nations  du  continent. 

[•il-  de  l'Aniérique  Centrale,  entrepot  íutur  du  commerce  et  de 
la  ci\  ili^arion  tie  cet  liémisj)hère,  je  salue  les  Américains  du  Nord 
si  rnrr('[in  nants;  et  spécialement  comme  naîii  de  Costa  Rica, 
pén<  rr«  de  l'aspiration  d'assurer  le  bonlu  ur  du  p<  upl<  |)ar  I  t  duca- 
tion.  la  [Kiix  et  le  travail,  je  félicite  de  tout  cœur  la  très  culte  ville 
de  Philadelphie  à  l'occasion  de  cette  démarche,  incontestablement 
la  plus  propre  à  assurer  la  réalisation  des  intérêts  et  avantages 
réciproques. 
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Au  banquet  donné  par  les  Musées  de  Philadelphie  et  par  le 
Cerc  H  le  des  Manufacturiers  à  la  Bourse,  Monsieur  le  Président 

des  États  Unis  a  prononcé  le  discours  suivant: 

MoNsiKUR  i.K  I)()c  rrL  R  l^  ppt  R,  Messieurs  du  Cercle  des  Manu- 
facturiers, Messieurs  les  Delegues  à  la  Convention  Internationale, 
Mesdames  et  Messieurs:  Je  suis  vraiment  touché  de  la  cordialité 
de  votre  accueil,  quoiij[ue  l'expérience  de  mes  précédents  séjours 
chez  vous  n'en  fasse  pas  une  surprise. 

En  effet,  une  visite  toute  recente  á  votre  ville  m'a  donné 
l'opportunité  de  goûter  la  cordialité  des  habitants  de  Philadelphie 
et  de  jouir  de  leur  magnifique  et  on  ne  ¡)eut  plus  franche  hospt* 
talité,  jii>  je  ne  pourrais  oublier  de  si  tôt. 

Je  dois  vous  dire  que  du  commencement  à  la  fin  les  scènes  vues 
aujourd'hui  à  Philadelphie  m'ont  profondément  remué  ;  c'est  à  dire, 
le  spectacle  remarquable  des  représentants  de  toutes  les  Républi- 
ques Américaines  avec  les  produits  de  leur  industrie  et  de  leur  sol 
mis  ensemble  pour  être  observés  et  comparés,  et  cela  grâce  au 
Docteur  Pepper  et  aux  Musées  de  Philadelphie. 

Devant  un  auditoire  si  grandement  composé  de  manufacturiers 
comme  l'est  cette  magnifique  réunion,  j'ai  toujours  eu  et  je  croîs 
que  j'aurai  toujours  l'impression  d'être  chez  moi,  dans  le  sens  le 
plus  précis  (lu  mot. 

La  première  ^xrande  convention  de  ces  Kéjiuhlîques  a  été  l'nrile 
et  capable  réunion  organibér  t-n  1889  par  rincomparable  dipiu- 
niatie  de  cet  extraordinaire  Américain  (pii  tut  janie>  Ci.  Hlaine. 

Les  travaux  de  cette  conférence  inti  rnatiimale  américaine  ont 
donné  la  première  grande  impulsion  à  l'arbitrage  international  et 
stimulé  I  csprit  d'affaires,  la  lonfiaïK  i  <  t  l'activité. 

11  va  sept  ans  Biaine  assembla  irs  ^^ouv  ornements  de  ce  con- 
tinent et  proclama  la  dœtrine  (jue  la  vraie  réciprocité  commerciale 
a  besoin  de  réciprocité  triiuonnations. 

C'est  à  son  talent  et  à  celui  de  quelques-uns  de  ses  collègues  que 
je  vois  ce  soir  autour  de  cette  table,  qu'est  dû  le  Bureau  des 
Républiques  Américaines,  établi  à  Washington,  qui  a  déjà  rendu 
de  bons  services  et  qui,  je  crois,  a  encore  à  jouer  un  rôle  chaque 
jour  plus  important  dans  nos  relations  commerciales  avec  les  gou* 
vemements  qui  le  subventionnent. 

Nous  sommes  sûrs  de  devenir  des  acheteurs  et  des  consommateurs 
d'autant  plus  importants  que  iu>us  pourrons  avoir  plus  d'informa- 
tions sur  chacune  de  ces  Républiques  et  sur  leurs  produits. 

Concitoyens,  il  n'y  a  aucun  avantage  à  fabriquer  un  objet  si 
vous  ne  trouvez  pas  quelqu'un  pour  l'acheter.  Le  producteur  doit 
trouver  un  consommateur.    Vous  n'cmployerez  pas  le  travail  pour 
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^briquer  un  produit,  si  vous  ne  trouvez  point  d'acheteur  après 

l'avoir  hibriquf. 

Messieurs,  je  suis  heureux  de  rencontrer  ic  i  et  soir  les  repré- 
sentants des  Républiques  Américaines.  Je  suis  heureux  de  rencon- 
trer ici  ce  soir  les  représentants  de  tous  les  gouvernements  du 
monde.  Je  me  suis  rencontré  avant  avec  les  manufacturiers  de 
Philadelphie  et  de  l'Etat  de  Pennsylvanie,  Je  me  suis  rencontré 
avec  vous  pendant  les  temps  de  votre  plus  grande  prospérité.  Je 
ne  pourrais  m'empécher  de  vous  rencontrer  quand  je  le  voudrais, 
et  si  je  le  pouvais,  je  ne  voudrais  pas  le  taire  à  i  ette  heure  où 
von*;  luttez  depuis  assez  longtemps  contre  radversité. 

Perniettez-nioi.  cependant,  de  vous  dire,  nu>  <  t)nritoyens,  que 
les  récriminations  n'aideront  rien  à  la  renai'^sance  de  s  atiairt  ^.  La 
tri^îr>se  de  l'heure  présente  ne  sera  pas  dissipr  par  un  sentiment  de 
dt  tilint  e  tlans  l'avenir.  Un  patriote  est  toujours  un  meilleur  cito- 
yen qu'un  pessimiste.    Et  nous  devons  avoir  patience. 

Pour  plus  pressés  que  nous  soyons  de  quitter  la  vielle  maison, 
nous  devons  toutefois  attendre  que  la  nouvelle  soit  finie.  Un 
tarif  à  moitié  tait  n'a  d'autre  sens  pratique  qu'indiquer  que 
bientôt  un  nouveau  tarif  sera  fait  et  qu'il  est  en  train  d'être  raît. 
Il  touche  à  la  fin,  et  quand  il  y  aura  touché,  nous  aurons  la  confi- 
ance commerciale  et  ractivité  industrielle. 

Ayons  nos  têtes  solides  et  nos  cœurs  forts.  Le  pays  ne  recule 
pas,  il  avance.  L'énergie  américaine  n*a  pas  été  détruite  par  les 
ouragans  passés.  Elle  triomphera  encore,  grâce  à  une  législation 
sage  et  bten^isante. 

Les  Philadelphiens  ont  montré  dans  le  passé  ce  que  peuvent 
des  industrie  s  actives  et  un  travail  bien  employé  pour  parfaire 
une  grande  ville  et  taire  une  population  heureuse.  Ils  n'ont  pas 
l  intention  de  subir  les  conditions  présentes  pour  toujours,  ils 
lutteront  contre  les  obstacles  comme  ils  ont  bravement  lutté  dans 
le  passé,  et  finiront  par  rendre  les  grandes  industries  et  le  travail 
à  leur  ancienne  prospérité. 

Messieurs.  Philadelphie  n'rsr  cependant  qu'un  des  exemples 
du  courage  et  de  la  volonté  américaine. 

Outre  Monsieur  le  President  de  le  Republique,  le  Gouverneur 
de  VËtat  de  Pennsylvanie  et  les  nos  fonctionnaire  des  Musées, 

Monsieur  S.alvahor  de  Mhndov^-»  niini.^trc  du  Brésil  à  Washing- 
ton, a  prononcé  au  banquet  le  discours  suivant: 

Mf.ssifurs:  Les  membres  du  Corps  1  )iplomatiqu(  <|ui  r<  pré- 
sentent a  \\  a->hington  les  nations  amérii-aines  m'ont  tait  1  iionin  ur 
de  me  charger  de  prendre  la  parole  en  leur  nom  à  cette  importante 
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occasion.  Une  autorité  en  sujets  diplomatiques  a  dit  Tannée 
dernière  que  le  diplomate  qui  mieux  réussit  est  celui  dont  on  ne 
parle  jamais,  et  je  pourrai  ajouter  celui  qui  ne  parle  jamais.  .  . 
en  public.  Vous  voyez  donc  que  je  reconnais  la  difficulté  de  la 
tâche  que  mes  chers  amis  m'ont  conñé. 

L'occasion  est  solennelle.  C'est  en  un  jiays  historiijue,  dans  la 
ville  même  de  nmhpemhnee  HjII,  dans  TÉtat  qui  est  la  clet  de 
la  voûte  de  la  communion  américaine,  fjue  nous  avons  placé  ce 
matin  la  pierre  fondamentale,  pour  ainsi  dire,  d'un  iponument  des- 
tiné à  réunir  les  produits  de  ce  continent — monumenc  à  l'Industrie, 
qui  montera  de  ce  sol  aussi  rapide  et  majestueux  que  les  géants  de  la 
torrt  (l;in^  les  régions  rr(>]iicales.  Xo*^  pavs  ont  été  tous  invités  à 
contribuer  de  leur  piirt  .1  iVxposition  permanente  rr  progressive 
des  produits  tir  rourr Ic^  /dik  >  dr  iu)trr  iH  iiii^phérc.  Chac  un  des 
membres  actiis  de  cette  large  :ign  garion  de  peuples,  comme  la 
madrépore  du  Pacifique,  travaillera  pour  élever  cette  magiiiticpie 
constructitHK  Chatpic  nation  est  appcllér  à  apportera  cette  \ille 
hisrori(jue  les  produits  du  travail  humain.  Par  le  nio\ en  dv  com- 
paraisons le  ct)mnierce  sera  >timule  et  éclairé  et  le  principe  tic  la 
traî(  rnire  parmi  les  gens  d  Americpie  termenu  nt  établi.  Ce  s<*ra 
un  centre  de  vie  industrielle  {xnir  tous  les  habitants  des  pays  com- 
pris entre  l'Atlantique  et  le  Pacifique. 

Assis  à  leurs  bureaux,  les  directeurs  de  cette  institution,  sur  la 
demande  d'un  marchand  quelconque  de  ce  continent,  expédieront 
des  informations  par  la  poste  et  par  le  télégraphe  et  diront  de  suite 
au  commerçant  de  Manáos,  de  Valparaiso,  de  Buénos^Ayres,  de 
Chicago  et  de  Jacksonville  le  stock  de  caoutchouc,  de  salpêtre, 
de  laine,  de  blé  et  d'oranges  des  marches  du  monde.  Tel  est  le 
mécanisme  qui  est  mis  maintenant  en  mouvement;  son  développe- 
ment dans  l'avenir  peut  être  prévu,  mais  ne  peut  pas  être  calculé. 
Avec  les  bras  ouverts  et  les  mains  enlacées,  autour  de  la  table  du 
festin,  comme  en  Ecosse  [îour  le  Auld  lunir  r/  r.  nous,  tous  Amé- 
ricains, amphytrions  et  hôtes,  sommes  ici  réunis  pour  célébrer  la 
iéte  de  l'harmonie  continentale. 

C'est  me  basant  sur  cette  communion  d'intérêts,  (pii  a  assemblé 
ici  des  représentants  des  Chambres  de  Commerce  de  l'Amérique  dvi 
Xord,  du  Centre  et  du  Sud,  que  je  ilois  être  sûr  que  les  influents 
commissaires  des  tnanutiicturiers  et  commerçants  de  ce  pays  stmt 
allés  à  Washington  plaitler  notre  cause  lommune  sous  lacoupolt* 
du  L  apitoie.  Ils  y  sont  ailes  pour  dire  cpie  ce  contini  nî  se  trouve* 
auiourd  lnii  couvert  par  un  filet  ilont  les  mailh  s  sont  de  telle 
façon  unica  cpie.  <'n  di durant  une,  on  rompt  tout  le  réseau;  <]ne 
nos  dix-huit  1\<  [nibli(jues,  avec  des  institut  ions  semblables  et  U:.s 
mêmes  buts  sont  destinées  dans  l'avenir,  sinon  à  former  une  con- 
fédération continentale,  du  moins  à  se  grouper  en  un  Zollverein 
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américain;  qu'à  partir  d'aujourd'hui  la  devise  E  pluribus  mum 
deviendra  une  réalité  dans  le  sens  commercial.  Pour  obtenir  un 
pareil  résultat,  vos  commissaires  ont  certainement  dit  que  le 
besoin  du  moment  n'est  pas  la  rétaliation,  mais  la  vraie  réci- 
procité; que  le  Nord  et  le  Sud  ont  des  produits  entièrement 
diflierents  qui  peuvent  être  échangés  avec  avantage  reciproque; 
que  quelques-unes  de  nos  matières  premières  vous  sont  aussi 
indispensables  que  nous  sont  nécessaires  quelques-unes  de  vos 
manufactures;  que  ces  deux  intérêts  doivent  être  mis  d'accord  et 
non  mis  en  opposition;  que  si  la  protection  va  être  le  programme 
du  Gouvernement  de  ce  pays,  elle  ne  peut  pas  se  transformer  en 
coercition  pour  les  autrr^  pays  américains. 

ils  auront  dit  qu'il  n'y  a  aucune  raison  pour  imposer  la  laine  et 
le  salpêtre  du  Chili;  pour  tiivorisrr  l'Austnilie  aux  dépens  d<"  la 
République  Argentine  moyennant  l  iinpot  sur  la  laine  dr  tapis: 
pour  rayer  de  la  liste  libre  les  cuirs  et  les  peaux  de  la  République 
Ar;^f'nrinc.  de  TlVugnav,  du  liroil  et  du  Mexique,  car  du  mo- 
ment que  "  le  soulier  gene  tians  le  Mas.sachusetts"  il  g<  n<  tians 
toute  la  partie  orientale  du  continent;  que  l'impôt  sur  U  s  jkmux 
de  chèvre  libligcra  les  tianieft  de  i'ette  contrée  a  se  pasMT  de  gants 
ou  à  payer  le  double  de  leur  prix:  que  les  droits  sur  le  caoutchouc 
terait  termer  vos  fabriques,  car  la  production  de  cette  matière 
première  est  déjà  au  dessous  de  la  demande  et  torce  vous  serait 
dacheter  vos  waterproofs,  vos  galoches,  vos  ceintures  et  boutons, 
ainsi  que  les  pneumatiques  de  vos  bicyclettes  en  Europe  et  au 
Brésil,  parccque  cette  industrie  se  verrait  obligee  d'y  êmigrer; 
qu'imposer  enñn  les  fibres  textiles  du  Brésil,  du  Mexique  et  de 
TAmérique  Centrale  serait  équivalent  à  arrêter  T  essor  de  vos 
machines  pour  la  fabrication  de  paillassons,  cordes,  toiles  à  sac,  etc., 
par  rim[K)rtation  de  produits  européens  semblables  et  meilleur 
marché  manufacturés  avec  la  matière  première  venue  de  l'Inde. 
Ils  auront  dit  qu  *un  pays  qui  consomme  chaque  année  deux  mil- 
lions de  tonnes  de  sucre  et  en  produit  à  peine  14  pour  cent  peut 
parfaitement  permettre  qu(  tous  les  sucres  bruts  entrent  libres  de 
tous  droits,  sans  renoncer  à  son  programme  de  protection  aux 
industries  nationales,  car  l'unique  industrie  sucrière  du  çays  qui 
compte  est  celle  de  la  raffinerie,  et  la  protection  accordée  a  la  pro» 
ductinn  peu  considérable  de  sucre  des  États-Unis  a  comme  seul 
résultat  la  hausse  de  prix  d'une  des  denrées  les  plus  nécessaires  à 
l'existence. 

Et  que  n'auront-ils  pas  dit  sur  le  caféV  II*;  auront  ilit  (pie 
dou'/»-  nations  américaines  rendent  hommage  au  roi  (^até,  et  qu'un 
impôt  de  deux  cents  sur  chaque  livre  de  caté  privt  rait  le  consom- 
mateur d'une  livre  sur  quatre  de  sa  ct)nsomniation  habituelle:  que 
le  cale  étant  un  préventif  contre  l'alcoolisme,  il  est  un  article 
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indispensable  aux  classes  ouvrières  et  une  boisson  dont  Tusage  doit 
être  mvorisc  par  les  amis  de  la  tempérance;  que  les  statistiques 
portent  généralement  à  neuf  livres  par  habitant  la  consommation 
de  cafë  aux  États-Unis,  mais  que  la  vérité  est  que,  retranchant  les 
États  de  TEst,  consommateurs  des  caies  légers  d*Asie,  la  zone 
réelle  de  consommation  des  qualités  sud  et  centre  américaines 
augmente  la  capitation  de  deux  tiers.  Vos  commissaires  auront 
certainement  demandé  après  ça  si  le  consommateur  de  TOuest 
n'a  pas  de  droit  à  être  protégé.  Ils  auront  demandé  ce  que 
stgniñe  untei  inip«'>t  et  expliqué  que,  si  les  importateurs  peuvent 
garder  en  magasin  l'excédant  de  trois  millions  de  sacs  de  la  pro- 
duction brésilienne  de  cette  année  et  en  retirer  leur  joli  profit, 
vendant  le  café  après  l'impôt  décrété,  le  producteur  brésilien  qui 
fournit  à  présent  les  marchés  du  monde  de  66  pour  cent  de  t  (  rte 
denrée,  ruiné  par  des  prix  nu-dessous  du  coût  tie  l;i  production, 
abandonn(  ra  cette  culture  [)our  essayer  celle  du  coton  et  d'autres 
articles  (  ulrivés  dans  ce  pays;  qu'aj^rès  une  lieureus(  spéculation 
de  deux  années  et  demie,  le  janvier  1900,  les  im[H>rtateurs  de 
café,  et  pire  rpie  ra,  les  con>oiiiinateurs  de  caté  trouveront  le  prix 
plus  que  ilouhlr,  }):ir  la  simple  raison  que  les  importateurs  auront 
tué  la  poule  aux  iruî>  d  or. 

En  résumé,  vt)s  eoiuinissaires  auront  ajouté  cpie  sans  matières 
prcnnères  libres  stipulées  dans  des  truir*  tie  c:oinnu-rce,  en  vi- 
gueur pour  un  certain  nombre  d'années  nécessaires  à  la  stabilité 
des  affaires,  aucun  accord  de  réciprocité  ne  pourra  s'obtenir,  puis- 
que la  coaction  échouera  chez  des  peuples  indépendents.  Vos 
maniiÊicturiers  et  commerçants  auront  dit  tout  cela,  et  je  les  en 
remercie  au  nom  de  mes  collègues. .  Si  ma  prévision  n*est  pas 
exacte,  c'est  votre  plan  alors  qui  est  faux,  et  Touverture,  aujour- 
d'hui de  votre  teni[)le  à  l'Industrie  vaudra  Touverture  du  temple 
de  janus,  le  dieu  romain  à  deux  visages,  dont  les  portes  se  conser- 
vaient fermées  en  temps  de  paix  et  ne  s'ouvraient  qu'en  temps  de 
guerre. 

Il  n'y  aura  cependant  pas  de  guerre;  les  conseils  de  la  sagesse 
prévaudront.  Nous  n'avons  pas  des  rois  qui  décident  pour  nous 
et  puissent  s'opposer  au  vouloir  des  nations.  Nos  pa)-s  ont  dépas- 
sé ce  bon  vieux  temps.    La  souveraineté  reside  chez  le  peuple, 

et  le  peuple  voit  assez  clair.  Aucun  homme  et  même  aucune 
génération  d'hommes  n'a  le  pouvoir  de  tausser  la  logitpie  de  l'his- 
toire et  les  destinées  nKinifeste*;  de  la  I  )rTTiO(T:itie.  Les  élocpientes 
paroles,  pleiin'S  de  ^\nip;itliie  enver-  ie>  Ke{)ublique^  latnio- 
aniéricaines  (pu  ont  et<'  prononr< ■(■,->  aujourd'hui  par  le  C  het  tic  1  l'.tat, 
présagent  (  «  tte  entente.  *ii,quite  dans  les  atiaire»,  ionscienee  de 
ses  droits,  re^pei  r  a  l'égard  des  droits  ti  autrui,  voilà  les  princi[>aux 
traits  caractéristiques  de  la  nation  qui,  en  peu  plus  d  un  siècle,  a 
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pris  place  sur  le  premier  rang  des  puissances  du  monde,  et  cela 
non  {ias  par  les  moyens  de  la  force  brutale,  mais  par  la  culture  des 
arts  de  la  paix. 

L'inauguration  des  Musées  de  Philadelphie  est  un  i  i^rc  pas 
donné  dans  cerre  voie.  Dans  l'avenir,  quand  le  fils  de  la  Nou- 
velle-Zélande, dont  parle  Macaulay,  visitera  la  vaste  solitude  des 
ruines  de  Londres;  quand  le  Brésilien  de  la  capitale  encore  en 
projet  de  ma  patrie  cherchera  sur  les  pierres  clu  monastère  de  Batalha 
Ici  annales  d'une  «j^randciir  déchue  :  quand  le  citoyen  de  Cuba  décou- 
vrira dans  les  tonticments  de  THscurial  le  symbole  du  martyre 
passé,  de  la  baie  de  THudson  au  détroit  de  Ma<:^ellan  il  y  aura  en 
plain  travail  un  merveilleux  mécanisme  de  liberté,  misen  mouve- 
ment par  le  ^énie  com{)Osé  de  deux  grandes  races,  cjui  sont  déjà 
alliées  dans  votre  lanfrue.  la  Saxonne  et  la  Latine,  et  cette  force 
motrice  sera  pure  et  simplement  le  concert  des  Républiques  Améri- 
caines. Amis,  nous  sommes  en  train  de  batir  mieux  que  nous  ne 
le  pensons  nous-mêmes. 

Nous  publions  aussi  le  discours  suivant  préparé  par  M.  le  Mi- 
nistre Garcia  Mérou  fKiur  la  cérémonie  de  Tinauguration,  mais 

lequel  ne  tut  pas  prononcé; 

Messieurs:  Permettez-moi  de  vous  adresser  quelques  paroles 
en  anglais,  peut-être  imparfait,  pour  joindre  mes  félicitations  à 
celles  qui  ont  salué  Tinauguration  du  Musée  Commercial  de  Phi- 
ladelphie et  formuler  mes  voeux  pour  la  pro  périté  de  cet  établisse- 
ment Je  crois  que  peu  ont  plus  que  moi  le  droit  de  le  íãire,  car 
la  République  Argentine  a  été  un  des  premiers  pays  à  compren- 
dre toute  importance  commerciale  de  l'institution  dont  nous  nous 
occupons  aujourd'hui,  ce  qu'elle  a  prouvé  par  l'offre  spontanée  des 
collections  de  ses  produits  naturels  qui  ont  figuré  à  l'Exposition 
Universelle  de  Chicago.  Cette  résolution,  que  chez  moi  tout  le 
monde  a  applaudie,  s'accordait  avec  les  sentiments  de  chaleureuse 
amitié  que  cette  grande  République  nous  a  toujours  inspirés,  ainsi 
qu'avec  notre  sincère  désir  d'augmenter  par  tous  les  movens  à 
notre  portée  les  relations  politiques  et  coauiiercialcs  qui  lient  les 
deux  nations. 

je  prendrai  quelques  minutes  seulement  tie  votre  attention  et 
je  crains  que  ce  sujet  ne  soit  pas  d'accord  avec  les  sentinn  nts 
qu'éveille  généralement  un  festin.  Mai*-,  me^^^ieurs.  je  ni  s(  r.iis 
pas  fidèle  à  mes  aspirations  et  à  mes  plus  \  its  désirs  si  je  m'abste- 
nais d'exprimer  tout  de  suite  et  bit  n  iranchement,  connue  on 
doit  parler  à  des  hommes  expérinu  ntés  dans  les  affaires,  à  des 
nobles  représentants  de  l'indubtrie  et  du  commerce,  que  de  tous  les 
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bicntaits  que  je  crois  le  Musée  Commercial,  dont  nous  crlr- 
brons  l'inaugunition,  rst  drstlnr  à  n  pandre.  imciin  n'est  plus  digne 
de  préocuper  les  éniinrTite'í  prrsoiinr-.  <pii  r«  pr<v^(  ritt  nt  U-'^  intérêts 
de  la  nouvelle  insfirurion  (pie  celui  de  conrrihuei  il  une  manière 
efficace  à  l  e  r:ihli>M  nu  iit  il'un  vaste  échange  de  produits,  aussi 
avantageux  aux  litar>-l  nis  (ju'à  l'Amérique  latine. 

Ce  n'est  certainetiK  nt  pas  une  nouveauté  pour  vou->  que  votre 
commerce  ne  represente  (ju'une  petite  traction  du  roral  tit  nt>s 
importations  et  exportations.  C  e>.t  un  tait  qui  a  été  signalé  aujour- 
d'hui même  en  termes  très  clairs,  comme  il  l'a  été  il  y  a  qut  Iques 
ann<  es  par  la  commission  ct)ninu  iciale  envoyée  par  le  Président 
Artimr,  il  y  a  quelques  mois  par  le  président  de  la  Société  des 
Manutacturiers,  Mr.  Search,  dans  un  intéressant  article  de  la  North 
American  Review  et  au  commencement  du  mois  dernier  par  mon 
distingué  ami  M.  Flint  dans  les  pages  du  Forum.  Par  rapport  au 
p'dXi,  que  j'ai  l'honneur  de  représenter,  je  dois  dire  que  quoique 
nous  achetions  plus  aux  États-Unis  qu'ils  ne  nous  en  achètent, 
notre  commerce  avec  cette  nation  est  insignifiant  comparé  avec  celui 
que  nous  entretenons  avec  la  Grande-Bretagne,  T Allemagne,  la 
France,  la  Belgique  et  autres  pays  encore.  Il  y  a  peu  de  jours 
un  homme  d'état  remarquable,  qui  est  une  des  personnalités  pro- 
éminentes du  Sénat  de  cette  nation,  s'occupant  de  la  marine  mar- 
chande américaine,  affirmait  que  pendant  l'année  dernière  aucun 
bateau  à  vapeur  portant  drapeau  américain  n'était  entré  dans  la 
baie  de  Bucnos-Ayres,  ville  de  720,000  âmes  et  déjà  un  des 
centres  commerciaux  les  plus  importants  du  monde.  Je  crois 
que  cette  affirmation  est  exacte;  et  la  confirmant,  j'ajouterai  seule- 
ment que  de  1  S^4  à  1868  le  nt)nibre  de  bateaux  américains  qui 
arrivaient  à  ni)s  ports  était,  partois,  supérieur  à  celui  des  nations 
maritimes  d'Europe. 

Le  moment  n'est  {)as  opportun  pour  examiner  les  i  au>(  s  de 
cette  lire  adence  et  collaborer  à  l'étude  de  cette  question,  ajourant 
tpieltjuo  reflexions  à  celles  suggérées  par  ce  sujet  aux  lionora- 
bles  p(  rsonnes  (pie  je  viens  de  mentionner.  La  courtoisie  et  la 
tiiplt>niatie,  non  plu6,  ne  me  conseillent  pas  de  rechercher  à  qui 
appartient  la  ¡)lus  gramle  rciponsabilité  de  ce  lamentable  aban- 
don, ou  mieux,  à  qui  en  est  vraiment  la  faute.  Qu'il  me  soit 
permis  de  me  retrancher  dans  les  limites  de  la  plus  stricte  cour- 
toisie et  d'insinuer  à  peine  ce  doute  comme  seul  reproche  adressé 
à  qui  le  mérite.  Tout  d*abord,  il  est  plus  logique  de  supposer  que 
le  dédain  ¡)rovient  des  hommes  d'état  de  la  nation  plus  puissante, 
qui  parcouraient  la  voie  du  progrès  avec  les  bottes  à  sept  lieues 
du  géant  de  la  iâble  et  <)ui  donnaient  les  demicres  touches  à 
l'œuvre  de  batir  une  grande  nation  sur  la  base  de  la  liberté  et  du 
travail,  la  poussant,  dans  la  durée  d'un  siècle,  jusqu'à  son  état 
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présent  de  civilisation,  comnu  s'ils  avaient  pris  pour  devise  les 
magnifiques  vers  du  héros  de  Corneille  ; 

Mes  pareils  à  deux  fois  ne  se  font  point  connaître. 

Et  pour  leur  coups  d'essai  veulent  des  coups  de  maître. 

L'Amcnque  d]j  Sud  en  effet,  nics^irurs.  :i  rtr  et  (  st  t  iKort  tr<  s 
pi.:ii  connue  aux  Etats-Unis  pendant  qiit-  vos  institutions,  \ lois, 
vos  principes  de  frouvenuinent,  votre  prodigieux  tU  vtloppe- 
iiK  nt,  votre  granili  ur  matérielle  et  morale  sont  suivis  et  étudia  s 
par  nous  avec  le  plus  vit  intérêt.  Parlant  de  nouvtau  (1(  la 
République  Argentine,  ce  n'est  peut-i  tre  pas  trop  dire  que  nos 
institutions  sont  pareilles  aux  vôtres  et  que  les  ouvrages  de  vos 
premiers  hommes  d'état,  ainsi  que  ceux  des  plus  remarquables 
commentateurs  de  vos  institutions  ont  été  traduits  oiBciellement 
chez  moi.  Les  pages  éloquentes  du  Fédéraliste,  les  travaux  de 
Clay,  Calhoun  et  Webster,  et  les  études  constitutionnelles  de  Pas- 
chal et  de  Story  sont  arrivés  à  nous  être  âmiliers.  J'ai  goûté 
sur  les  bancs  de  l'université  à  ce  substantiel  aliment  intellectuel 
et  tous  les  hommes  de  ma  génération  connaissent  la  saveur  de 
cette  moelle  de  lion.  Cependant  bien  peu  d'entre  les  hommes 
éminents  de  cette  grande  République  connaissent  ces  détails  ou 
leur  prêtent  leur  vraie  importance.  Je  fais  cette  nouvelle  réfle- 
xion sans  lui  faire  revêtir  la  torme  d'une  récrimination  ou  d'une 
plainte,  parce  que  ¡1  faut  bien  convenir,  messieurs,  que  les  nations 
de  l'Amérique  du  Sud  sont  encore  loin  d'atteindre,  dans  leur 
laborieuse  évolution,  le  pouvoir  et  la  grandeur  des  États- l^nis, 
et  je  me  tigure  que  c'est  plus  naturel  que  ce  soit  nous  (jui  suivions 
la  marche  île  ceux  (|ui  nous  ont  précédé  dans  la  voie  du  progrès, 
pour  i  herclier  dans  leur  histoire  des  leçons  utiles  et  des  exemples 
dignes  (l'imitation. 

Néanmoins,  clans  la  partie  sud  de  notre  continent,  on  aperçoit 
la  formation  il'une  entité  de  la  plus  grande  importance  et  d  un 
groupement  de  civilisation  qui, s'il  ne  peut  égaler  celui  des  na- 
tions les  plus  anciennes  de  la  terre,  est  en  train  de  rivaliser  avec 
beaucoup  d'entre  elles.  La  nature  nous  a  donné  à  pleines  mains 
ses  meilleurs  trésors  et  l'effort  humain  élargit  chaque  jour  ses  con- 
quêtes et  solidifie  ses  progrès.  Dans  la  partie  australe,  en  huit 
jours  de  temps  seulement,  le  voyageur,  quittant  Santiago  de  Chili 
et  passant  les  Andes  à  onze  mil  pieds  d'altitude,  peut  traverser 
Buenos- Ayres  et  Montévidéo  et  arriver  à  Rio  de  Janeiro,  visitant 
ainsi  les  capitales  de  quatre  républiques  qui  ont  ensemble  une  popu- 
lation de  25  millions  d'habitants  et  envoient  à  l'étranger  des  pro- 
duits d'une  valeur  de  500  millions  de  dollars  par  an.  Ces  quatre 
nations  sont  parfaitement  constituées  et  organisées,  les  lignes  de 
chemin  de  fer  sillonnent  son  territoire  dans  toutes  les  directions^ 
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leurs  prcs  regorgent  de  bétail,  leurs  ports  sont  visites  par  des  vais- 
eaux  de  toutes  les  parties  du  inonde,  leurs  citoyens  ont  enracinés 

dans  leurs  cœurs  le  sentiment  et  l'orgueil  de  leur  respectives  na- 
tionalités, dans  leurs  villes  pullulent  les  écoles  primaires  comme 
celles  qui  ont  tr.mstormé  cette  nation  et  qui  turent  introduites  au 
Chili,  à  ri'ru^nnv  cr  à  1;i  République  Ar^^entine  par  notre  grand 
homme  d'état  Sarnuentu,  niuitre  d  écolc  pendant  sa  jeunesse,  eu- 
suite  ministre  à  Washington  et  <  ii  hn  Président  <\r  la  Républi- 
que Argentine,  un  disciple  et  un  ami  dévoué  de  votre  inoubli- 
able Horace  Mann. 

J'ai  manqué,  messieurs,  à  mon  intk ntion  et  j'ai  peut-être  aussi 
tatigué  V()tr("  attention,  je  vc  ux  terminer  donc:  mais  avant  de  le 
taire,  perni<  tt(  /.-mui  de  vous  [)ritr  de  songer  ;i  l'ampleur  du  chaaip 
qu'offrent  ces  quatre  nations,  pour  ne  parler  que  de  celles  que  je 
connais  plus  intimement,  au  dcvéloppement  de  votre  large  industrie 
et  â  votre  admirable  esprit  d'invention  et  d'initiative.  Permettez- 
moi  aussi  de  vous  rappeller  que«  comme  dit  le  &meux  historien 
du  xviii*  siècle  en  Angleterre,  **le  lien  de  la  pure  sympathie 
intellectuelle  est  troj)  faible  pour  vaincre  les  passions  qui  se  ren- 
contrent, et  <ju*il  a  cté  réservé  à  Téconomie  politique  te  role  de 
fournir  un  pnncipe  d'unité  plus  fort  et  permanent." 

Le  Musée  Commercial  de  Philadelphie  rendra  ^cile  tout  effort 
tendant  à  établir  crtre  unité,  par  l'exposition  de  nos  produits  et 
les  informations  qu'il  íòumira  aux  hommes  d'affaires  de  nos  res- 
pectives nations  Mais,  jwur  que  nos  plans  ne  soient  pas  voues 
ù  l'insuccès,  il  faut  les  exécuter  avec  décision  et  enthousiasme,  sans 
tie  mesquines  restrictions,  laissant  ouvertes  à  deux  battants  les  portes 
de  vos  marchés  aux  truits  de  notre  production,  pour  éviter  que 
nous  soytms  obligés  à  f(  rnier  les  nôtres  à  l'utile  importation  des 
produits  de  ce  «îoI:  et  à  hn  (pie  tous  les  souhait'^  p'néreux  cpii  ont 
été  tormidés  aujourd'hui  ¿>c  transtbrment  dans  un  avenir  très  proche 
en  une  réalité. 

M «--ii  urs,  à  la  prospérité  (1(>  cette  grande  nation:  au  bonheur 
de  Son  lîxtM'llence  le  President  des  Étati-Ems;  au  succès  du 
Musée  Conunerciai  de  Philadelphie. 
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RÉPUBLIQUE  ARGENTINE. 

LES  EXPÉDITIONS  DE  LAINE. 
[Buenoii  Ayres  Herald,  8  .avril  i8<)7.] 

Un  grand  négociant  américain  qui  iktt  le  commerce  des  laines 
sur  ce  marche,  évalue  les  achats  des  tontes  de  cette  saison-ci,  à 
pas  moins  de  $2,ooo,ocx),  or  américain.  Il  vient  d'affréter  un 
grand  vapeur  dont  la  cargaison  sera  exclusivement  composée  de 

laines  pour  les  Etats-Unis. 


BRÉSIL. 

.  FABRIQUES  DE  BAHIA. 

Je  transmets  ci-jointe,  une  liste  des  établissements  manufac- 
turiers de  Bahia  (sauf  les  fabriques  de  coton  sur  lesquelles  j'ai 
envoyé  un  rapport  Tannée  demière"^),  avec  le  montant  des  recettes 
en  gros  et  des  proñts  nets,  en  chiffres  ronds,  per  annum,  selon  les 
données  des  régisseurs  ou  inspecteurs  de  chacun,  de  même  que  le 
nombre  d'ouvriers  des  deux  sexes  dans  chaque  établissement,  les 
^.igcs  payrs  par  jour,  les  heures  de  travail  et  la  tlate  de  l'éta- 
blissement de  ehacjue  tabri(jue.  Les  montants  ont  été  (^alculés 
dans  le  papier  déprécié  de  ce  pays,  qui  oscille  continuellement 
en  valeur,  ayant  rangé,  pendant  ces  trois  dernières  années,  de  i^¡¿ 
sous  à  2y)¿  sous  par  milreis.  J 'ai  réduit  ces  montants  à  la  valeur 
correspondante  en  monnaie  des  États-Unis,  au  taux  de  20  sous 
par  milreis  ou  5  milreis  par  dollar. 

Il  n*y  a  pas  eu  dimportantes  améliorations  dans  l'industrie 
de  coton  depuis  mon  rapport  de  1895. 

*\'air  Rapport  consulaire  No.  182  (Novembre  1895),  p.  291. 
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COLOMBIE. 

LES  MACHINES  EN  USAGE  AU  CANAL  DE  PANAMA. 

M.  Victor  Vifquain,  Consul  Général  des  États-Unis  à  Panama, 
dans  une  communication  au  Département  d'État,  relative  aux 
machines  dont  on  se  sérvtra  dans  les  travaux  de  construction 
du  Canal  de  Panama,  dit  comme  suit: 

On  vient  de  ni'informer  de  la  decision  prise  par  la  Direction  du  Canal  de 
Panama  à  Paris,  de  n'employer  d  in^  le>  travaux  du  canal,  que  des  manufactures 
ou  produits  français.  La  poste  m'apporte,  presque  tous  les  jours,  des  cata- 
logues ou  lettres  de  fabricants  américains  tjue  j'envoyais  toujours  de  suite  aux 
bureaux  du  canal,  où  on  les  recevait  avec  plaisir.  Mais  maintenant  nos  fabri- 
cants américains  feraient  bien  d'économiser  leurs  timbres. 


COSTA  RICA. 

EXTRAITS  DU  MESSAGE  PRÉSIDENTIEL. 

Le  Bureau  doit  à  l'amabiliré  de  M.  CaKo.  ministre  résident 
de  Costa  Rica  aux  Etats-l^nis,  (ie  pouvoir  publier  la  traduction 
du  message  du  Président  Ralael  Iglesias,  prononcé  á  l'occasion 
de  l'ouverture  du  Congrès  National,  le  premier  mai  dernier. 
A  propos  des  relations  de  Costa  Rica  avec  les  autres  nations,  le 
Président  dit: 

Depuis  que  Costa  Rica  est  entrée  en  pleine  jouissance  de  sa  souveraineté,  le 
Status  de  ses  relations  internationales  n'a  jamais  été  plus  satisfaisant  <|u'à  présent. 
Pour  arriver  à  ce  résultat  le  Pouvoir  Exécutif  ne  s'est  épargné  aucun  effort  dans 
les  limites  du  décorum  et  de  la  dignité  nationale. 

On  ex})rnnc  en  termes  chaleureux  la  satistac  tion  pour  le  résultat 
obtenu  au  sujet  de  la  démarcation  des  limites  avec  Nicaragua, 
basée  sur  les  termes  de  la  décision  rendue  par  M.Grover  Cleveland, 
ex-Président  des  États-Unis,  et  aussi  pour  la  nomination  du 
général  £.  P.  Alexander  comme  ingénieur  employé  dans  ce 
travail  d'arbitrage. 
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A  propos  de  l'instruction  publique,  le  Président  dit  : 

Le  GouvcriuneiK,  Luiivaincu  de  ¡.1  grande  inüuence  qu'exercent  la  dissémi- 
nation et  ramélioration  de  ^instruction  publique  sur  la  culture  générale  du 
pays,  a  employé  ses  efibrts  pour  l'étendre  aux  points  les  plus  éloignés  du  pays, 
la  perfectionnant  sous  tous  les  rapports. 

li  rccuniinaiult'  ([\\v  les  (''coles  normnlrs  soient  partaitciiient 
organisées  et  dirigées  intelligemment  et  lait  réiérence  aux  floris- 
santes Facultés  de  droit,  de  médecine,  de  cliirurgie,  de  pharmacie, 
à  l'École  d'ingénieurs  et  d'arpenteurs,  ainsi  qu'à  l'établissement 
d'une  École  de  Beaux-Arts  déjà  décrétée  par  le  Gouvernement 

Quant  aux  affaires  de  justice,  il  recommande  quelques  réformes 
pour  faciliter  les  procédures  légales  et  pour  améliorer  le  système 
en  vigueur.  Il  fait  grand  cK^ge  de  Tadministration  de  la  justice 
qui  tait  honneur  au  pays,  et  du  respect  que  montre  le  peuple  de 
Costa  Rica  envers  la  loi  et  les  tribunaux  chargés  de  l'appliquer. 

Des  peines  légales  il  dit: 

Un  complément  nécessaire  à  la  loi  et  aux  tribunaux,  est  l'existence  d 'éta- 
blissements adaptés  i  l'expiation  des  pleines.  Le  système  combiné  des  péniten- 
tiaires et  des  colonies  pénales,  d'après  la  nature  des  offenses,  ayant  été  adopté 
comme  le  plus  convenable  au  pays,  le  Pouvoir  Exécutif  s'est  décidé  à  faire  con- 
struire» dans  les  environs  de  cette  capitale,  une  prison  qui  contiendra,  conve- 
nablement séparés,  autant  d'établissements  qui  seront  nécessaires  pour  prévenir  et 
punir  le  crime,  y  compris  les  musons  de  correction  pour  les  mineurs  et  les 
départements  pour  les  vagabonds  des  deux  sexes. 

Le  terrain  où  sera  située  la  prison,  a  déjà  été  acquis  par  le  Gouvernement  et  le 
contrat  pour  la  construction  des  maisons  de  correction  des  mineurs  a  été  conclu. 

L'économie  n.itioiiaU:  t  .>i  un  îles  siijt  ts  auxquels  le  Pouvoir  l'^xé' 
tif  a  prêté  une  attention  toute  sprc  iale,  et  après  une  étude  des  con- 
ditions du  pays,  il  a  promulgué  un  décret  réformant  le  système 
monétaire  et  adoptant  en  pratique  l'étalon  d'or  (qui  est  maintenant 
la  monnaie  de  Costa  Rica). 

Le  message  dit  aussi  qu'une  nouvelle  loi  de  banques  sera  bientôt 
promulguée,  qui,  dans  l'intérêt  public,  cherchera  à  surmonter 
l'objection  faite  à  la  pluralité  des  émissions. 

Une  nouvelle  loi  sera  établie  pour  iaciliter  le  translert  des 
terrains  publics. 

L'arrangement  concernant  la  dette  extérieure  ayant  été  effectué, 
le  Gouvernement  a.  en  dépôt,  des  fonds  suffisants  pour  payer,  à 
l'échéance,  l'intérêt  Sur  le  premier  coupon. 
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I/<  tat  des  finances  publiques  est  satisfaisant  et  hi  situation  du 
Gouvernement  aisée,  .>ans  IV-tablis^t ment  de  nouveaux  impôts  ou 
le  recours  au  cr( dit  public,  malgré  les  subventions  accordées  à 
plusieurs  villes  de  la  République  et  autres  dépenses  nécessaires  à 
ramclioratiofi  du  service  de  radministration;  la  création  d*une 
réserve  nécessaire  à  rémission  des  monnaies  d*or  et  la  garantie  de 
payement  stipulé  dans  la  nouvelle  convention  relative  à  la  dette 
extérieure. 

Les  recettes  du  Trésor  durant  Tannée  fiscale,  à  laquelle  ce  rap>- 
port  fait  reference,  ont  été  de  $74.35,610.78,  distribuées  comme 
suit: 

Revenus   $7, 039.  403-  X4 

Crédit  i>uMir  (dette  intt  rit  ure)   32,718.00 

Fonds  en  transit  (mandats-poste)   373, 489. 64 

7.435.610. 7S 

Les  revenus  pour  l'ánnéc  1896-1997  surpassent  ceux  de  l'annóc  ûscaie 

de  1S95  à  1696  de   S51.102. 02 

Et  tont  en  excès  de  restimation  de   53S,  226. 14 

Les  dépenses  totales  ont  été  de  $6,697,326.51,  ce  qui  laisse  un 

excès  de  $738,284.27,  qui,  ajouté  à  celui  de  l'année  antérieure, 
donne  la  somme  $1,081,71 1.60,  à  laquelle  il  y  a  encore  à  ajouter 
TexcrdaTit:  en  faveur  du  Frésor,  des  droits  d'exportation  sur  le 
caté  pendant  Tannée  1895-1896,  soit  un  total  approximatit  de 
$1,270,000,  à  la  disposition  du  Département  du  Trésor  dès  le 
31  mars. 

Parmi  les  réarmes  dont  l'introduction  est  indispensable  figure^ 
comme  de  la  plus  grande  importance,  celle  qui  se  rapporte  au  tari£ 
Sans  considérer  en  ce  moment  si  l'adoption  de  l'un  ou  de  l'autre 
des  deux  systèmes — libre  échange  ou  [protection — est  fiivorable  à 
notre  économie  politiijiK .  i^ar  les  conditions  spéciales  de  chaque 
pays  et  les  cléments  étrangers  qui  sont  nécessaires  à  son  développe- 
ment doivent  déterminer  à  quel  point  Tadoption  d'un  des  deux 
systèmes  est  avantageuse,  le  Président  recommande  l'amendement 
du  tarif  et  de  la  procédure  sous  la  loi  ñscale  qui  punit  le  crime  de 
la  contrebande. 

L'action  du  Gouvernement  en  venant  â  temps  au  secours  des 
villes  principales  aussi  bien  que  des  petites  villes,  a  été  d'un  grand 
bénéfice,  et  en  plus  de  ces  subsides,  on  a  initié  la  construction 
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de  routes,  les  travaux  d'amélioration  du  Port  Limon,  ia  construc- 
tion de  plusieurs  établissements  de  charité,  d'écoles,  d'instituts, 
d'établissements  d'hy^xit  ne,  d'un  Musée  National,  etc. 

L'attention  du  Gouvernement  a  aussi  été  attirée  par  la  construc- 
tion (lu  chtiuin  île  fer  du  Pacifique  qui  bientôt  finira  la  voie 
terrée  interocéanique  au  travers  de  Costa  Rica. 

Le  Président  dit  en  conclusion  qu'il  est  encouragé  à  continuer 
dans  la  voie  qu'il  s'est  fixée,  d'entreprendre  tous  les  travaux  que  le 
progrès  national  réclamera  et  qui  seront  compatibles  avec  les 
ressources  du  pays  et  nécessaires  à  sa  culture — par  le  succès  qui  a 
couronné  ses  efibrts,  favorisés  pendant  l'année  à  laquelle  se  rap- 
porte son  message,  par  des  conditions  exceptionnelles,  auxquelles 
les  habitudes  d'ordre  et  de  moralité  du  peuple,  les  productions 
naturelles,  l'augmentation  des  recettes  publicpies,  et  la  solution 
hautement  satisfaisante  des  questions  économiques,  politiques  et 
internationales  qui  ont  attiré  le  plus  l'attention  du  Gouvernement, 
ont  contribué  à  un  degré  extraordinaire  et  inconnu,  de  éiçon  à 
signaler  comme  une  année  prospère  de  l'histoire  du  pays,  la 
période  fiscale  qui  vient  de  terminer. 


MEXIQUE. 

NOUVEAU  SERVICE  TÉLÉGRAPHIQUE. 

Par  un  arrangement  récemment  conclu  entre  la  Postal  Tele- 
graph Cable  Company  et  le  service  télégraphique  de  chemins  de 

ter  mexicains.  National  et  Central,  le  Mexique  est  mis  en  com- 
munication télégraphique  directe,  par  voie  terrestre,  avec  toutes 
les  station  [ur-Laics  et  télégraphicpu  s  des  Etats-Unis,  comprenant 
toutes  ses  principales  villes  et  villages. 

Jusqu'à  présent  toute  communication  télégraphique  entre  le 
Mexique  et  les  États-Unis  passait  via  Véra-Cruz,  et  celle  par 
câble,  via  Galveston. 

Les  messages  télégraphiques  destinés  à  l'Europe  et  en  venant, 
passeront  via  New-York,  par  la  Postal  Telegraph  Cable  Company. 
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PARAGUAY. 

PERSPECTIVES  DU  COMMERCE. 

Un  correspondant  d' Asuncion  pour  le  British  Trade  Journal, 

s'occupant  en  date  du  17  Mars  1897,  des  facilités  de  commerce 
avec  rAngleterre,  feît  les  remarques  suivantes.  Ce  que  ce  cor- 
respondant écrit  à  propos  du  commerce  anglais,  s'applique  aussi 
aux  conditions  du  commerce  aiiiáicain,  et  c'est  pour  cette  raison 
que  nous  lui  donnons  place  dans  le  Bulletin. 

On  trouve  ici  un  bon  débouché  pour  beaucoup  d'articles  de  commerce  anglais» 

surtout  pour  la  coutellerie,  la  quincaillerie,  les  porcelaines,  etc.,  dont  les  Allc- 
mands,  à  présent,  semblent  avoir  la  meilleure  partie.  D'autre  part,  dans  les 
fabrications  de  tissus,  ce  sont  les  Anglais  qui  ont  la  part  du  lion.  Les  armes  à 
feu  de  toutes  sortes,  bien  qu'elles  soient  soumises  à  des  droits  d'entrée  très 
élevé?,  sont  beaucoup  en  demande. 

Le  i'araguay  n'est  pas  im  pa\  s  populeux  (il  compte  probablement  moins  de 
500,000  habitants),  et  ne  contient  qu'un  centre  ou  ville  commerciale  d'impor- 
tance, iiui  c-r  A^Lincion.  Un  apent  \  ctahli,  pourrait  tacilcincnt  obtenir  le  com- 
merce du  p«iyi  ciiiicr,  puisque  tous  Icî  marcliand»  envoient  leur»  conimandeâ 
à  Asuncion  et  reçoivent  leurs  marchandises  de  cette  ville.  Le  Paraguay  est 
encore  un  pays  pauvre,  ne  s'étant  pas  toutefois  remis  des  suites  désastreuses  de 
la  guerre  avec  le  Brésil,  TArgentine  et  l'Uruguay,  et,  par  conséquent,  il  y  a  peu 
de  demande  pour  des  articles  de  luxe.  Néanmoins,  une  vue  des  marchandises 
exposées  dans  les  magasins  de  vente  en  détail  suffira  pour  apprécier  l'impor> 
tance  de  cette  ville  comme  centre  commercial,  et  il  vaudrút  bien  la  peine  qu'un 
représentant  d'une  bonne  maison  de  commerce  anglaise  aille  jusque  là,  même 
pour  y  rester  seulement  quelques  jours.  Il  y  a  dcuv  ou  trois  vapeurs  qui  font 
le  service  entre  Asuncion,  Buénos-Ayres  et  Montévidéo,  villes  où  se  rendent  de 
nombreux  transatlantiques. 

DEMANDE  D'éCLAlRAGE  ÉLECTRIQUE  011  X  GAZ. 

Bien  qu'Asuncion  soit  une  ville  d'à  peu  près  50,000  habitants  et  la  capitale 
dela  République,  elle  est  encore  éclairée  à  l'huile.    L'absence  de  gaz  est  due, 

en  partie,  au  prix  élevé  du  charbon,  mais  il  me  semble  que  l'établissement  d'une 
compagnie  d'éclairage  à  gaz  ou  à  l'électricité  serait,  un  bon  placement  pour  des 
capitaux  anirlais.     |e  trouve  vraiment  que  le  Parai'u.i\-  a  été  trop  négligé. 

La  prime  de  l'or  est  à  présent  exireincinciu  haute,  s'élevani  à  peu  près  à  670, 
de  sorte  que  le  dollar  paraguayen  vaut  moins  de  S  pence.  Si  le  change  montait 
(ce  qr;i  semble  probable),  le  temps  serait  i  i\  oi  i!ile  .luv  commis  vovaeeur=:  po-.r 
solliciter  des  commande»,  puisque  ics  négociaius  sont  plus  disposés  a.  lairc  des 
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achács  pendant  une  baisse  de  la  prime  de  Tor,  vu  que  les  prix,  calculas  dans  la 
monnaie  courante,  sont  nécessairement  alors  moins  élevés. 

Dans  les  Républiques  .Argentine  et  Je  l'I  r  i  :  ly,  les  perspectives  commerciales 
sont  très  favorables.  La  construction  s'est  tiernlèrement  développée  énormé- 
ment à  Buénos-Ayrcs,  et  les  belles  rues  et  grandes  avenues  qui  ont  été  ouvertes 
avec  une  rapidité  merveilleuse,  nou^  font  plutôt  songer  à  Ncw-Vork,  qu'à  une 
ville  sud-américaine.  Le  flot  de  l'immigration,  qui  pmmet  d'être  plus  grand 
que  jamrîi<^^,  cette  année-ci,  est  un  autre  bon  signe  de  i^ro-iicnté  ;  mais  je  réserve 
mes  rcTii.irtjucs  sur  ces  Républiques  pour  une  autre  lettre  que  j'écrirai  .1  mon 
retour  A  liuénos-Avrcs. 


SANTO  DOMINGO. 

INDUSTRIE  SUCRILRE. 

[Extrait  du  Rapport  Consulaire  des  États-Unis,  pour  le  mois  d'Avril,  1897.] 

Pendant  un  voyage  queje  faisais  à  Port-au-Prince,  je  me  suis  arrêté  trois  jours 
â  ce  port  pour  visiter  les  plantations  de  canne  i  sucre  de  ce  district  qui  appar» 
tiennent  entièrement,  ou  en  partie»  à  des  Américains  et  qui  sont  ordinairement 
dirigées  par  des  Américains  employant  du  capital  américain.  Le  produit  est 
expédié  exclusivement  aux  États-Unis  et  presque  toujours  par  des  bateaux 
américains.  Pour  que  ce  rapport  soit  aussi  concis  que  possible,  je  donnerai, 
suivant  leur  ordre,  les  noms  des  plantations,  ceux  de  leurs  propriétaires,  le  total 
de  la  récolte  de  l'année  dernière  en  sacs  de  300  livres  chacun,  et  le  montant  du 
-capital  employé. 


Plantations. 
S 


Propriétaires. 


Récolle.  1  CapiUl. 


Consuelo   W.  L.  Bass. 

Sania  Fé   Ross  

Porvenir  ^  Miller  

Puerto  Rico  ^  Armstrong. 

C.  Colon  i   

^usquain  '  Bart  ram  . . . 


Síut, 

48,000 

$1,300,000 

750,000 

33,000 

600,000 

20.000 

600,000 

34, 000 

500. 000 

33,000  1  400,000 

Bien  que  la  production  totale  paraisse  grande,  aucune  de  ses  plantations  n'a 
rendu  de  profits  l'année  dernière,  pour  la  raison  peut-être,  que  les  planteurs  ont 
gardé  leur  produit  trop  longtemps. 

Les  autorités  locales  demandent  des  droits,  destinés  à  ditFércnrcs  tins,  égaux 
en  valeur  à  ^  '^nus  par  1 00  kilos.  Autrefois  les  dmir  ;  d'exportation  étaient 
de-  1  ^o\\^  (or)  environ,  mais  Ic!  droits  ont  été  augmentés,  il  "^«•mhler.iit,  en 
proportion  des  besoins  du  Gouvcrncmeni.    Les  planteurs  se  plaignent  aussi,  et 
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avec  raison,  je  pense,  d'être  dWicc-  de  tixcr  la  valeur  de  leur  produit  au  moment 
de  l'cxpédirion,  bas<f'e  généralement  sur  les  dernières  quotations  du  cable  qui 
sont  qutlquciui»  en  retard  d'un  mois,  et  l'année  dernière  l'évaluation  de  la 
récolte  était  beaucoup  en  excès  des  prix  réalisés. 

Si  le«  prix  pouvaient  être  laissés  en  blanc  sur  les  factures  et  établi»  sur  la  base 
de  la  valeur  réelle  du  marché  à  l'entrée  de  la  cargaison  à  New- York,  les  plan- 
teurs n'auraient  pas  à  souiFrir  des  amendes  pour  fausse  déclaration  de  valeur,  ce 
qui  peut  facilement  arriver,  ni  Í  payer  un  droit  sur  le  sucre  évalué  comme  celui 
de  la  dernière  récoite  à  4,  41V     4)i>     réellement  vendu  à  5  sous. 

Il  parait  à  présent  que,  malgré  les  grands  placements  de  fonds  fait  par  nos 
compatriotes,  le  bas  prix  des  terres  et  les  gages  peu  élevés,  les  planteurs  seront 
peut-être  obligés  à  abandonner  leurs  plantations. 

On  trouverait  une  mesure  de  soulaçcment  outre  celle  ci-dessus  indiquée,  dans 
la  diminution  accordée  p.ir  le  Dépancmciu  du  Trésor  de  60  sous  par  100  livres 
au  lieu  de  50  sntis  roniiiic  jusqu'ici,  à  tin  de  couvrir  les  dépenses  d'expédition 
additionnelles  qui  sont  ajoutées  l'année  dernière. 

Henry  M.  Smyth e, 
Macoris,  /<r  y  Janvier  iSçj,  Ministre. 


VÉNÉZUÉLA. 

DÉVELOPPEMEN  r  DES  CHEMINS  DE  FER. 

Mr.  £.  H.  Plumacher,  consul  des  Etats-Unis  à  Maracaïbo,  a 

transmis  au  Département  d'État,  le  28  janvier,  un  rapport  aussi 
étendu  qu'intrressant  sur  les  systèmes  et  le  développement  des 
chemins  dt-  ter  a\i  \'(  nc/urla. 

Ce  travail,  dont  les  principaux  passages  sont  reproduits  ci-après, 
a  été  publié  en  entier  dans  les  Rapports  Consulaires  des  États- 
Unis,  pour  le  mois  d'avril  1897. 

LE  CHEMIN  DE  FER  DE  PUERTO  CABELLO  ET  VALENCIA. 

Puerto  Cabello  est  une  \  illc  active  d'environ  15,000  liahicants,  célèbre  à  iuste 
titre  par  la  possession  du  plus  beau  port  de  toute  la  côte  nord  de  l'Amérique  du 
Sud,  qui  réunit  les  trois  principales  conditions:  íádlité  d'entrée,  sûreté,  et  eau 
profonde  jusqu'aux  quais  de  la  ville.  Outre  ces  avantages,  tl  est  commode  et 
plusieurs  steamers  peuvent  embarquer  et  débarquer  leurs  chargements  simultané* 
ment. 

Il  y  a  quelques  années  seulement  que  La  Guayra  était  une  rade  excessive- 
ment incommode  et  fréquemment  dangereuse,  dans  laquelle  les  navires  étaient 

souvent  exposés  ;i  de  grands  danger^;  et,  quoiqu'un  brise-lames  ait  été  con- 
struit à  l'endroit  où  ils  chargent  et  déchargent  leurs  cargaisons,  les  résultats  de 
cette  entreprise  n'ont  pas  été  tels  qu'on  l'espérait.    En  ce  qui  concerne  le> 


Digiiiztxi  by  Google 


BUREAU  OP  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS, 


autres  ports  dc  la  République,  aucun  d'eux  ne  peut  être  comparé  d'une  manière 
quelconque  à  celui  de  Puerto  Cabello. 

Cette  circniT^tanrr  f;i\  orah!e  a  donné  à  la  ville  une  grande  importance  aug- 
mentée par  je  voisinage  de  \  alencia. 

Bien  des  années  avant  la  construction  du  c  hcmin  de  ter  qui  relie  les  deux 
v;!Ic>,  des  efforts  avaient  été  iaits  pour  en  établir  un,  et  plus  d'une  concession 
iui  ai.\urJcc  daiia  ce  but  ;  mais  malgré  les  études  du  parcours,  et  après  le  choix 
définitif  du  tracé  dc  la  ligne,  il  n'en  résaUa  rien  de  pratique. 

Valencia  étant  à  500  mètres  au-dessus  du  niveau  de  la  mer,  et  sa  distance  de 
Puerto  Cabello  à  environ  30  milles,  les  ingénieurs  se  trouvûent  quelquefois  en 
présence  de  nombreuses  difficultés  qu'il  fallait  surmonter,  et  l'on  craignait  que 
les  revenus  du  chemin  de  fer,  lorsqu'il  serait  mis  en  opération,  ne  seraient  pas  en 
proportion  des  dépenses,  mais  une  compagnie  fut  finalement  organisée  en  Angle- 
terre, et  les  travaux  commencèrent.  Une  des  clauses  du  contrat  très  favorable 
i  la  compagnie,  était  que  le  Gouvernement  Vénézuélien  garantirai  7  pour  cent 
du  total  des  frais  de  la  construction  de  la  lig^ie.  Cette  dernière,  solidement 
construite  de  la  meilleure  manière  possible,  fut  ouverte  au  trafic  en  1886, 

il  n'y  a  sur  son  parcours,  entre  Puerto  Cabello  et  Valencia,  aucun  endroit 
oui  mérite  une  description  spéciale,  à  l'exception  de  T.a«;  Trincheras,  où  se 
trouve  un  érahüísemem  thermal  qui  attire  les  malades  de  tcnires  les  parties  du 
pays,  même  de  Curaçao  et  d'autres  iles  voisines.  Toutefois,  on  espérait  peu  du 
trafic  local,  la  voie  ferrée  ayant  été  construite  spécialetnciu  pour  fournir  un 
transport  rapide  et  régulier  jusqu'à  la  cote,  aux  produits  de  la  grande  région 
agricole  dont  \'alcnciaest  le  centre,  et  aux  marchandises  provenant  de  l'éfrangcr 
introduites  par  Puerto  Cabello  et  á  destination  de  l'intérieur.  Les  recettes  de 
la  ligne,  cependant,  n'ont  pas  été  telles  qu'on  s'y  attendait;  et  la  compagnie  a  déjà 
de  fortes  réclamations  contre  te  Gouvernement  pour  des  arriérés  de  la  garantie 
de  7  pour  cent  ci-dessus  mentionnée. 

Dans  ce  pays*ci,  comme  dans  tous  les  autres,  des  moyens  suffisants  de  com- 
munication et  *de  transport  sont  essentiels  au  progrès,  et  l'expérience  nous 
apprcüd  que  lâ  où  les  chcmir.  de  fer  traversent  les  districts  fertiles  et  abondants 
en  richesses  naturelles,  dont  le  seul  obstacle  à  leurs  développements  est  une  po- 
pulation insuffisante,  les  colons  y  viendront  s'établir  si  des  efforts  sont  faits  pour 
les  atrirer.  Dans  un  pays  aussi  peu  peuplé  que  le  V'éné/.uéla,  les  indigènes  ne 
compter.t  pa<  naturellement,  rom-me  colons  d'une  section  particulière,  mais  si 
^cs  conipaL-nics  Je  chemins  de  fer  elont  les  lignes  s'étendent  jusque  dans  l'inté- 
rlcvir  ei  passent  par  des  réei(>ns  qui  par  leurs  richesses  invitent  l'agriculteur,  vou- 
laient s'intéresser  à  encouraL'cr  et  à  établir  des  émiprants  près  de  leurs  lignes, 
elles  cesseraient  bientôt  dc  se  plaindre  d  u»  Jéñcit  dans  leurs  recettes. 

Sur  la  route  de  Puerto  Cabello  à  Valencia,  il  y  a  des  milliers  d'acres  qui  sont 
absolument  en  friche  et  où  se  trouvent  réunies  toutes  les  conditions  voulues 
pour  les  rendre  fertiles,  telles  qu'un  climat  doux  et  sain,  une  abondance  d'eau 
et  un  sol  très  riche.  Si  dès  le  commencement  la  compagnie  avait  fondé  des 
établissements  dans  ce  district,  sa  position  financière  aujourd'hui  serait  bien 
différente. 

Il  est  incontestable  que  les  chemins  de  fer  attirent  la  population  ;  mais  cette 
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population,  il  taut  nécessairement  qu'elle  vienne  de  quelque  part;  et,  dans  le  cas 
pour  ;c  \'cné7,ué!a,  a'uiii  que  pour  les  autre?  pav;  ánr\'-^  la  même  po-;i:ion,  elle 
doit  venir  de  l'étranger.  En  outre,  le  Gouvernement  prêterait  vnlciutiers  son 
conc<>ur<i  à  un  nu)u\  enient  de  ce  genre  dont  le  résultat  ne  peut  être  qu'avanta- 
geux pmir  le  hicii  pu'hlic. 

Quoique  le  chcnuii  Je  îct  Je  Pvicrio  Cabello  ne  passe  pas  à  travers  un  pays 
aussi  intéressant  comme  fait  la  ligne  de  Caracas  à  X'^alencia,  où,  après  avoir  quitté 
les  montagnes,  on  voit  les  villages  et  les  villes  se  suivre  rapidement,  donc 
plusieurs  sont  importants  et  historiques;  c'est  encore  le  grand  chaînon  qui  lie 
l'intérieur  à  la  cdte,  et  qui  doit,  parconséquent,  réaliser,  un  jour  ou  l'autre,  plus 
que  n'en  espèrent  ceux  qui  en  projettent  l'exécution. 

Ses  intérêts,  de  même  que  ceux  du  Grand  Chemin  de  fer  du  Vénézuéla,  sont 
presque  identiques  ;  ils  ont  chacun  le  même  débarcadère-»la  ville  de  Valencia. 
.  Réunis,  ils  ne  forment  qu'une  ligne  de  Puerto  Cabello,  sur  la  côce,  jusqu'à  Cara- 
cas, la  capitale  de  la  République,  qui,  à  son  tour,  est  réunie  A  on  port  de  mer, 
La  Guayra,  par  le  chemin  de  fer  inauguré  en  1885.  Le  cercle  est  donc  ainsi 
formé  complètement,  et  les  avantages  qui  doivent  résulter  ultérieurement  de 
l'achèvement  de  ces  travaux  sont  évidents. 

.Avec  une  paix  qui  parait  assurée  aujourd'hui  <*r  In  confiance  dans  des  change- 
ments qu'on  attend  pour  améliorer  la  situation  économique  du  pays,  la  Com- 
pagnie du  chemin  de  fer  Puerro  CainHo  et  \  alencia  peut,  avec  raison,  espérer 
une  iiuynicntation  de  trahc  qui  la  récompensera  de  «;e«  ancienne-  fcrtcs;  on  a 
donc  lieu  de  croire  que  l'année  prochaine  inaugurera  une  période  de  prospérité 
croissante  et  permanente. 
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\  ALUE  OF  AMERICAN  COINS. 


The  following  table  shows  the  value  in  United  States  gold  of  coins  represent- 
ing the  monernrv  unif;  of  the  Centra!  and  South  AnicTÍcui  Republics  and 
Mexico,  esiimarcd  o,uarterly  by  the  Director  oí  the  United  States  Mint,  in  pur- 
suance oí  act  oí  Congress  : 

ESTIMATE  APRIL  i,  1Ô97. 


Countries. 

1 

Standard. 

AKG»>TI?fB  KKFL  vue 

silver. 

Bolivia  . , ,  

1  Silver.  ... 

üold  

Cextral  America  . . 

Gold  and 

silver. 

Silver.  ... 

(iold  and 

silver. 

t 

1 

Gold  and  ^ 

•tlver.  1 

1 

Ooid  and 

«llver.  1 

Unit. 


Value  , 
in  L-.S. 
gold  I 
or  [ 
silver,  f 


Coins. 


Boliviano.! 

I 

.546» 

.465 


Peso 


I 


I 


Sucre  468 


Í  Gold — A  rg  en  line  ($4.824) 
j    and  ^  Argentine, 
f  Silver— Peso  and  divisions. 

Silver— Boliviano  and  divi- 
sions. 

j  Gold — 5,  10,  and  20  niilrcis. 
\  Silver — I,  and  2  nilreis. 

\  Gold — Onza  arnl  <l  i  visions. 
/  Silver — I-*eso  and  divisions. 

Gold — £  s  c  u  d  o  ($1.824), 
doubloon  ($3.650),  condor 

(S7.300). 
Silver — Peso  and  divj^iuiis. 

Gold — ('  o  n  d  o  r  (S9.647), 

double  condor. 
Silver — Peso  and  divisions. 

Gold — Doubloon  ($5.017). 
Silver— Peso. 

Gold — Condor  ($9.647)  and 

divisions. 
Silver — Sucre  aiul  divi».iuiis. 

Gold— Dollar  Í80.9S3).  c'i. 
»    !  !     5,  10,  and  20  dollars. 
*  ^       I  "1  Silver — Dollar  (or  peso)  and 
t  divisions. 

.965    '  Silver— Gourde. 

.468    I  Silver — Sol  and  divisions. 

^  (iold— 5.  10,  90,  $0,  and  100 
.193*  bolivars. 

!  (  Silver— 5  bolivars. 


.468 


•Fixed. 


Uruijuav  hus  the  gold  àianJard  without  a  gold  currency.  One  million  dollars 
in  silver  of"  various  denominations  were  coined  two  years  ago,  and  $1,000,000 
more  are  now  being  issued.    This  currency  U  accepted  as  legal  tender. 

Paraguay  has  no  gold  or  silver  coins  of  its  own  stamping.  The  silver  peso 
of  other  Sooth  American  republics  circulates  therCj  and  has  the  same  value  as 
in  the  countries  that  issue  them. 


Digiiiztxi  by  Google 


BUREAl    OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


ANUNCIO  DEL  BOLETÍN  MENSUAL. 


KEVISTA  COIIEItCtAL  FVBUCADA   POU  LA   OFICINA    DE   LAS  REFÚBUCAS  AMEMCAKAS. 


La  Unión  Intcrnacioiuif. — -Uno  de  lo"?  aronrecímientos  modernos  más  impor- 
tantes que  han  tenido  luí^ar  en  este  sieío,  \-  aun  puede  decirle  que  en  los  an.ilcs 
de  la  diplomacia,  es  el  hecho  de  ({ue  die/,  y  nueve  naciones  se  hayan  unido  para 
el  ciiablccimicnto  de  una  Oficina  Internacional  para  la  "colección,  clasificación 
y  publicación"  de  iniormcs  eoinerciales.  No  se  registra  en  la  historia 
sciucjaiuc  convención  ni  en  éste  ni  en  ningún  otro  país.  La  Oácina  de  laa 
Repúblicas  Americanas  es  única  en  su  clase,  y  reconoce  por  base  intereses 
internacionales  y  mercanciles.  Se  cree  que  es  esencial  al  desarrollo  de  las 
relaciones  comerciales  entre  las  Repúblicas  Americanas  que  los  productos, 
costumbres  é  intereses  de  cada  una  sean  conocidos  i  las  otras.  No  solamente 
es  indispensable  que  los  fabricantes  y  comerciantes  de  los  Estados  Unidos 
conozcan  bien  las  condiciones  en  que  las  otras  Repúblicas  se  hallan  situadas, 
sino  que  tas  clases  comerciales  é  industriales  de  estas  últimas  sepan  á  que 
atenerse  respecto  de  los  Estados  Unidos.  La  reciprocidad  en  los  informes  es  un 
requisito  necesario  para  la  reciprocidad  en  el  comercio.  Es  por  este  motivo  que 
se  ha  solicitado,  para  suministrar  datos,  la  cooperación  de  cuantos  están  intere- 
sados en  la  Unión  Internacional  de  las  Repúblicas  Americanas,  y  dicha  coopera- 
ción ha  5Ído  cordialmente  otorgada.  Todo>  c^ios  informes  se  pul-íli' an  en 
inglés,  español,  portugués  y  franté^,  á  tin  de  que  circulen  en  todas  las  Republi- 
cas y  lleguen  sin  demora  al  conocimiento  de  todos  los  comerciantes  en  cada  una 
de  ellas. 

i\ nr.^iáud  Jf  all  PtiióJuo  (ijuiLii. — La  Otieuid  de  las  Republican  Americanas 
se  fundó  en  1 890,  segúm  la  recomendación  de«la  Conferencia  Internacional  Ameri> 
cana,  que  fué  convocada  por  el  Honorable  james  G.  Blaine,  á  la  sazón  Secretario 
de  Estado,  y  que  tuvo  sus  sesiones  en  Washington  desde  Octubre  de  1889  hasta 
Abril  de  1890.  El  objeto  de  esta  Oficina  es  recoger  y  distribuir  datos  comer- 
dales,  y  es  "sostenida  por  todos  para  el  provecho  de  todos."  Ha  alcanzado 
ya  benéficos  resultados  para  las  diez  y  nu^ve  Repúblicas  que  la  establecieron,  las 
cuales  han  contribuido  i  mantenerla  en  proporción  al  número  de  sus  habitantes. 
El  trabajo  de  esta  Oficina  ha  crecido  tan  rápidamente,  y  los  valiosos  informes  que 
ella  ha  recogido  son  tan  voluminosos,  que  se  ha  considerado  necesario  para 
hacerlos  conocer  á  las  casas  de  comercio  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  Mé-xico,  la 
América  Central  v  del  Sur,  las  colonias  europeas  en  la  América  del  Sur,  las  Antilías 
y  las  Islas  de  Hawaii,  la  publicación  de  una  revista  denosninada  "El  lí  )letin 
Mensual,"  que  tué  fundada  en  l<l}93,  y  en  cuyas  páginas  ae  registran  anuncios 


Digiiiztxi  by  Google 


BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


desde  cl  mes  de  Octubre  de  1896.  Es  c>ta  publicación  para  \ò>  países  de  la 
Unión  Internacional  Americana  loque  el ''British  Board  of  Trade  Journal  *' 
ha  sido  por  largo  tiempo  para  los  cónsules,  agentes  comerciales,  manufactureros  y 
embarradores  de  !a  (  îran  Brctafla-^1  periódico  oficial  de  *' informes  comerciales, 
arancelarios  v  otros  varios." 

(  ¡r  i  alucum  L  nnyrsalíiffStuRfvistti. — "  Fl  P>oictín  "  está  .ic^tinado  á  iníurmes 
onelnales  acerca  de  la$  fuentci  d:  riquc/a.  Jc^arrollad  ls  ''1  no,  que  existen 
en  la>  diez  v  nueve  Rcpública>  que  forman  la  Lniiin  Internacional  Anieruana. 
Dichos  informes,  lo  mismo  que  cuantos  dalos  se  publican  cditorlalnicntc  en 
cada  número,  se  sacan  de  fuentes  oficiales.  Todo  es  absolutamente  fidedigno 
jr  se  da  i  luz  en  cuatro  lenguas,  inglés,  español,  portugués  y  francés.  El  trabajo 
del  departamento  de  publicación  de  la  Oficina  es  tan  excepcional  como  lo  son 
las  condiciones  de  su  fiindación  y  mantenimiento»  Ninguna  publicación  en  el 
mundo  goza  de  una  circulación  tan  espedal  como  *'  El  Boletín  Mensual.  "  Treinta 
mil  ejemplares  se  remiten  mensualmente  de  Washington  i  individua»  particulares 
en  las  Repúblicas  y  colonias  de  la  América  latina.  Diez  mil  ejemplares  se  enVfan 
i  las  mis  importantes  casas  comerciales  de  Europa,  Asia,  Africa  y  Australia, 
mientras  que  un  número  igual  se  dirige  á  10,000  fabricantes  y  embarcadores  de 
los  Estado»  Unidos  interesados  en  el  tráñco  extranjero. 

Ejemplares  ReviifiJos  á  Dnrn  iones  Partícula?  es. — La  lista,  cuidadosamente 
revisada  ha^ta  la  techa,  incluye  toda  clase  de  hombres  de  negocios  v  empleados 
de  consideración,  por  eicmplo:  Prc»idcníC'-,  \  ice- l're>Kleiues  y  Miembros  de 
Gabinete  de  las  difercntCi.  repúblicas;  individuos  de  Ion  ConercMi?  Nacionales; 
gobernailores  de  estados  y  provincias;  alcalde^i  de  ciudades;  ak!cnte>  compra- 
dores de  lus  div  ersos  paiscs  ;  empleados  de  la»  cámaras  y  juntas  de  cunicrcio,  de 
los  clubs,  de  las  instituciones  de  enseñanza  y  de  beneficencia;  representantes 
diplomáticos  y  consulares;  bibliotecas}  bancos;  establecimientos  que  emplean 
motores  diversos,  entre  otros  la  electricidad  ;  ingenieros  civiles  ;  ferro-carriles  i 
vapor  y  urbanos;  tineas  de  navegación;  plantadores  y  agricultores;  periódicos 
y  tipografías  ;  manufacturas,  y  otas  casas  comerciales  importantes.  Numerosos 
ejemplares  son  comprados  por  el  público  en  general,  lo  que  demuestra  creciente 
interés  en  el  desarrollo  de  las  fuentes  naturales  de  riqueza  en  México,  la  América 
Central  y  la  del  Sur.  Además  de  la  citada  circulación,  millares  de  números  del 
Boletín  se  destinan  para  bibliotecas  públicas  y  comerciales,  y  accediendo  ¿  la 
súplica  de  algunos  diputados,  veinte  ó  mis  ejemplares  se  remiten  á  personas 
interesadas  en  cada  uno  de  los  trescientos  cincuenta  v  seis  distritos  legislativos 
de  los  Estados  Unidos.  Se  encuentra  también  de  venta  e!  Holen'n  en  todas  las 
agenria';  de  periódicos  de  los  Estados  Unidos.  K!  capitali-ta  qucdc^ea  invertir 
su  dinero  v  e!  fabricante  que  quiere  aumenta/  la  venia  de  sus  productos,  leen 
con  CLiiilado  el  Holctin  y  por  su  medio  encuentran  nuevos  campos  y  provecliosas 
oporlunuiaucs  para  sus  negocios. 

Servicio  Efectivo  con  Poco  Costo. — Las  personas  i  quienes  no  se  ocultan  las 
ventajas  del  Boletín  Mensual  son  aquellas  que  buscan  la  publiddad  en  nuestro 
propio  país,  las  que  desean  ponerse  en  contacto  con  el  publico  de  México,  la 
América  Centra)  y  del  Sur,  las  Antillas  y  Hawaii,  en  una  palabra,  todas  aquellas 
que  se  interesan  en  mantener  bien  informados,  tanto  i  los  centros  mercantiles 
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de  las  tres  Américas,  como  al  público  en  general.  £1  comerciante  experimentado 
en  materia  de  avisos,  no  puede  menos  de  apreciar  la  clase  de  público  que  va  i 
leer  sus  anuncios,  y  la  oportunidad  que  se  le  presenta  al  dirigirse  en  inglés, 
espafiol,  portugués  6  francés,  6  en  todas  estas  lenguas,  á  la  vez,  si  lo  desea,  á  las 
personas  mis  distinguidas  del  hemisferio  occidental,  tanto  oficial,  como  literaria 
y  comercialmente  hablando.  Los  resultados  del  primer  afio  han  sido  sadsfac- 
corios  á  cuantos  se  han  valido  de  esta  publicación  para  sus  anuncios.  "  £1  Boletín  '* 
ha  sido  aumentado  hasta  darle  el  tamaño  del  "British  Board  of  Trade  Journal/* 
se  le  han  agregado  ilustraciones,  y  su  circulaci«^n  se  ha  más  <]uc  duplicado.  Cada 
mes  contendrá  notables  artículos  originales,  escritos  por  hombres  públicos  y  por 
peritos  en  asunt(i>  comèrciales  y  econí'imicos.  Registrará  también  extractos 
de  Ifí?  últimos  intiirmcs  consulares  de  éste  v  de  otro«.  paíse«,  a?í  coino  daros 
sobre  el  crcciniu uto  de  I.t;  ciudades  más  importantes  interesadas  en  el  comercio 
extranjero.     Rn  todo  sentido  irá  mejorando  esta  publicación  de  día  en  día. 

Solaiiit  ii!,  M'  .  ¡¡  r'/Uau  CiiMis  lU  Rt'sl>onóaiHÍtdiU¡. — Rscrupoloso  cuidado  se  ob- 
serva al  accpuir  anuncios  para  "  Kl  Boletín  Mensual."  Auncjuc  no  se  pretende  estar 
siempre  á  cubierto  de  equivocaciones,  es  de  justicia  declarar  que  por  ningún  precio 
se  insertarán  anuncios  en  el  Boletín,  mientras  el  Director  de  la  Oficina  de  las 
Repúblicas  Americanas  no  esté  satisfecho  de  la  respetabilidad  del  que  los  publica 
y  de  su  responsabilidad  personal,  tanto  bajo  el  punto  de  vista  comercial,  como 
pecuniario.  El  objeto  que  se  tiene  i  la  mira  es  suministrar  informes  fidedignos  en 
todo  sentido.  En  la  correspondencia  que  diariamente  se  recibe  en  esta  Oficina  se 
solicitan  indicaciones  é  informes,  y  darlos  equivaldría  á  anunciar  empresas  par- 
ticulares. Se  desea  hacer  esto  por  medio  de  las  columnas  del  Boletín  en  forma  de 
avisos  que  provengan  de  casas  respetables.  Se  llámala  atención  del  público  á  los 
trabajos  de  la  Oficina  de  las  Repúblicas  Americanas  y  se  suplica  l  que  se  dirijan 
á  Charles  F.  Lockc,  Administrador  del  Departamento  de  Anuncios  de  la  Oficina 
de  las  Repúblicas  Americanas,  8i,  Times  Building,  New  York  City. 

Director  de  la  OJicina  de  las  Repúblicas  Americanas. 
Washington,  julio,  iS^j. 
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TRADE  RELATIONS  IN  AMERICA.— IL 

TRANSPORTATION  FACILITIES  AS  A  FACTOR  OF  TRADE.* 

In  considering  the  problem  ot  the  development  ot  trade  rela- 
tions among  the  countries  ot  the  American  Continent,  the  question 
of  improved  transportation  iacilities  is  seen  to  be  one  of  increase 
ing  importance^  as  we  advance  in  the  study  of  the  subject.  The 
experience  of  all  commercial  nations  demonstrates  the  great  value 
of  the  control  by  each  maritime  country  ot  its  carrying  trade  on 
the  seas,  nut  only  as  augiiK-nrin*:::  the  profits  oí  its  existing  coitn 
merce,  but  a'^  rontrihurin*:  more  or  less  directlv  to  the  extension 
ot  its  sales  abroad.  The  iiag  ot  any  nation  seen  in  toreign  [H>rts 
advertises  that  nation's  products  and  its  commercial  standing  in 
the  eyes  of  foreign  consumers.  Direct  lines  of  steamers  from  the 
port  of  one  country,  owned  and  controlled  by  its  own  merchants^ 
manned  by  its  own  seamen,  and  flying  its  own  colors,  to  the  ports 
of  other  countries  provide  channels  of  commercial  intercourse  by 
m<  oí  which  the  exchange  ot  prinlucts  is  most  easil\-  ami  most 
ec oiKymically  accomplished,  to  the  greatest  nmriial  benefit  ot  the 
peoples  immediately  concerned  and  without  the  intervention  of 
any  third  power. 

•The  first  article  oí  this  series  was  printed  in  the  Monthly  Bulletin  for  July,  1897, 
pages  r-6. 
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It  must  be  obvious  that  if  the  carrying  trade  of  any  two  coun» 

tries  is  cominirreíi  to  the  hands  ot*  a  third»  the  latter  reaps  a  \noñt 
which  wouKl  otherwise  be  di\  itl<  (l  hctwccn  the  two.  It  such  were 
not  the  case  there  would  be  no  inducement  tor  the  third  ro  act  as 
carrier  lor  the  others.  But  this  is  not  all.  The  country  lioKiing 
the  carrying  trade  deflects  to  its  own  ports  a  considerable  share  of 
the  products  of  the  two  countries  aiming  to  trade  with  each  other, 
and  thus  is  enabled  to  play  the  [)art  of  broker  or  middleman,  tak- 
ing toll  from  the  exchange,  and  consequently  enhancing  the  cost 
of  the  goods  each  way.  It  is  a  welKknown  feet  that  large  (|uan- 
tities  ot  giKxls  ot  American  origin  are  distributed  over  Europe, 
andcN  cn  in  countries  ot  the  American  Continent,  through  l^nglish, 
German,  I'rencli,  Belgian,  1  )iir{  h,  Italian,  and  other  i  haiinc  Is, 
because  ot  the  ab^em  e  ot  direct  means  ot  coiumunicarion  and  the 
supremac  y  of  those  nationalities  in  certain  branches  ot  the  ocx*an 
carrying  trade.  The  burden  of  the  commercial  reports  of  United 
States  Consuls  in  most  of  the  maritime  countries  is  the  crying  need 
of  vessels  flying  the  United  States  flag  as  the  only  elücient  means 
of  building  up  direct  trade  and  diverting  commercial  intercourse 
iix>m  the  artificial  channels  laboriously  constructed  and  carefully 
tended  and  improved  through  a  long  course  of  years  by  European 
powers.  The  same  is  true  of  the  other  American  Republics.  They 
can  not  hope  tor  solidarity  and  liealthtul  growth  ot  tratle  among 
themselves  uiitiout  the  development  ot  merc  hant  iiiaiiiK  -  oí  th<  ir 
own  commensurate  with  the  capabilities  ot  their  exchange  of 
products. 

I'pon  inquirv  as  ro  the  cau>e>  which  underlie  the  ahM)rptit)n  i>i 
so  large  a  share  ot  tlie  American  carrving  trade  by  Eurojnan  shij)- 
ping,  we  shall  probably  find  the  chief  reason  to  be  the  engrossing 
demands  whicli  have  been  made  upon  all  the  countries  of  the 
Western  Hemisphere  during  the  past  half  century  by  the  neces- 
sities and  the  alluring  promises  of  internal  development.  The 
invention  of  the  steamboat  and  the  locomotive,  the  one  following 
relatively  close  upon  the  other,  had  economic  effects  of  greater 
and  more  fer-reaching  importance  in  the  New  World  than  in  the 
Old.  Europe,  already  thit  k.lv  settled  and  with  coniparativel v  easy 
means  ot  communication,  merely  engrafted  the  new  conditions 
upon  the  old.  Great  economic  chang<  s  r(  >ulted,  but  they  were 
not  sue  h  as  to  involve  a  radical  departure  irom  accustomed  meth- 
ods of  industry  and  commercial  enterprise.    There  were  no  virgin 
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territories  there  to  be  opened  up,  no  unexplored  Eldorados  to 
give  tbrth  treasures  at  the  touch  of  the  miner's  pick,  attracting 
capital  and  industry  in  constantly  swelling  streams  from  other  occu- 
pations. Thf  sea  lost  none  ot  its  charm  tor  the  t^nterprising  and 
adventurous  iiniong  the  overcrowded  populations  ot  (  "treat  Britain 
and  the  inaririme  countries  ot  the  continent.  On  the  contrary, 
the  settling  oi  new  lands  beyond  the  ocean  not  only  induced  a 
great  flow  of  emigration  from  Europe,  but  it  increased  enormously 
the  proñts  to  be  realized  ü'om  shipping  enterprises  and  a  seafaring 
Hie. 

It  was  different  in  the  Western  Hemisphere.    Here  all  the 

t()niliîion.>  contributed  to  tempt  capital  and  labor  away  ironi 
the  sea.  I  Ik'  srcanihoat  and  the  railroad  rranstcrrcd  tht:  tiu.ater  of 
men's  activities  îroin  thr  narrow  srrij)  oí  coast  along  the  Atlantic 
seaboard  to  the  fertile  plains,  the  trackless  torests,  the  vast  mineral 
wealth  of  the  interior,  and  men's  ambitions  leaped  easily,  with 
scarcely  an  effort,  to  regions  which  at  the  beginning  of  the 
century  seemed  infinitely  remote,  if  not  inaccessible.  Since 
1800,  tor  example,  the  center  of  population  in  United  States  has 
shitted  from  the  neighborhood  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  nearly  Soo 
miles  w(  stward,  and  rlic  >rrrl<-d  area  has  grown  troin  ^oç.708 
square  miles,  or  abonr  one-eighth  larger  than  the  present  State  of 
I  exas,  to  about  2,000,000  square  miles. 

The  same  process  of  internal  development  and  expansion  has 
been  going  on,  in  varying  degree,  in  most  of  the  countries  of  the 
Western  Hemisphere.  Capital  and  labor  have  found  their  most 
profitable  employment,  not  in  foreign  trade  or  in  building  ships  to 
carry  that  trade,  but  in  clearing  torests,  tilling  virgin  soil,  unlocking 
the  treasures  ot  the  niinc.x  aiui  building  raiiro<ids  and  ste'arnijoats  to 
acconuiiodate  the  ta^t  increasing  volume  of  domestic  traííi(\  In 
some  of  these  countries,  notably  United  States  and  Mexico,  prt)rt  t  - 
tive  taritis  have  availed  to  build  up  manufacturing  industries,  and 
to-day  United  States  is  the  greatest  manufacturing  nation  in  the 
world,  employing,  according  to  the  census  of  1890,  more  than  six 
billions  of  dollars  of  capital,  and  an  army  of  close  upon  5,000,000  of 
working  |>eople,  with  an  annual  net  product  of  over  four  billions  of 
dollars.  According  to  Sir  Michael  G.  Mi  laiAi  i  ,  the  learned  I'-ng- 
lish  statistician,  the  rank  of  the  leading  industrial  nations  in  1888, 
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as  shown  by  the  annual  value  of  their  manufactured  products  in 
miUions  of  pounds  sterling,  was  as  ibllows  : 


UniteU  Sutc^   1*443 

United  Kingdom  (Great  Britain  and  Ireland)   830 

Germany   583 

France  ,   485 

R(i<:si.T   36'5 

Austria    233 

Italy   121 

Belgium   103 


111  i860  the  nuinuiacnires  of  I'nired  States  were  only  /*^92,- 
000,000,  or  1 8 ^.000,000  sterling  less  than  those  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  So  that,  in  less, than  thirty  years,  I'nited  States  not 
only  outstripped  the  greatest  industrial  nation  of  the  work!,  but 
increased  her  production  to  within  one-tburth  of  doubling  the  total 
value  of  British  manufactures. 

Taking  United  States  as  the  most  striking  illustration  of  the 
general  <-('onoinic  drift  in  the  W  estern  Hemisphere,  it  is  easv 
to  set  uii\  the  American  Republirs.  ;Kri\<ly  and  proñrahly 
engageil  in  home  industries  and  the  dev<  lt)piTient  of  their  immense 
and  varied  internal  resources,  should  have  concerned  themselves 
but  linle  during  the  past  generation  with  what,  until  recently,  has 
been  the  comparatively  unimportant  question  of  ocean  transpor» 
tation,  and  should  have  suffered  the  maritime  countries  of  Europe 
to  carry  off  profits  which  seemed  unimportant  by  contrast  with  the 
rich  returns  ot  domestic  enterprises.  This  explanation  becomes 
even  mon  convincing  when  \vv  amsnU  v  rhe  tlict  that  no  such 
indiiierence  has  been  shown  toward  railroad  building  and  the 
development  of  coastwise  and  river  navigation  to  satisfy  the  grow- 
ing requirements  of  internal  trade.  Nothing  is  more  remarkable 
than  the  rapid  extension  of  railroads  not  only  in  United  States, 
but  in  Mexico,  and  in  Brazil,  Argentine  Republic,  Uruguay, 
Chile,  and  other  countries  of  South  America.  At  present  the 
total  length  of  railroads  in  United  States  is  close  upon  200,000 
miles;  it  has  doubled  since  1880.  Mexico  has  been  building 
railroads  rajiidly  in  recent  years,  and  has  now  a  total  of  about 
7,000  miles.  Argentine  Republic  has  spent  niimense  sums  on 
railroad^  during  the  past  decade,  and  has  open  for  traffic  about 
9,000  miles.  Brazil  has  a  total  length  of  railroads  in  operation 
of  about  8,000  miles.    Chile,  the  pioneer  in  railway  construction 
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in  South  America,  has  some  2,000  miles.  1  ht  rc  is  no  country 
on  the  South  American  Continent,  indeed,  which  is  not  thoroughly 
alive  to  the  value  of  railways  as  the  ñrst  requisite  of  industrial 
development,  and  the  building  of  efBcient  systems  tapping  all 
their  resources  is  but  a  question  of  time. 

This  universal  recognition  of  railroads  as  the  pioneers,  not  only 
ÜÍ  internal  growth,  but  or  intt  iM.irional  trade  throughout  the  West- 
ern Hemisphere,  finils  its  niosr  signiticant  expression  in  the  pro- 
posed Intercontinental  Railroad,  tor  which  surveys  have  been 
made  in  accordance  with  recommendations  of  the  International 
American  Coníêrence,  which  met  at  Washington,  October  2,  1889. 
The  project  took  final  shape  in  the  Conference  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Intercontinental  Railway  Commission,  representing 
United  States,  Mexico,  Guatemala,  Salvador,  Colombia,  Brazil, 
\'enezuela,  Ecuador,  Peru,  Argentine  Republic,  Uruguay,  and 
Paraguay. 

[  hi-  Coinniission  held  its;  first  meeting.  Deceinhrr  4.  1890,  in 
the  Diplomatic  Reception  Room  oí  the  Department  ot  State  at 
Washington,  and  was  called  to  order  by  the  Secretary  of  State  of 
United  States,  James  G.  Blaine.  On  that  occasion  Mr.  Blaine 
said: 

Gentlemen,  1  hope  that  this  fourth  day  o{  December,  1890,  is  to  mark  the 
beginning,  the  auspicious  beginning,  of  n  \  cry  great  enterprise,  that  shall  draw 
closer  togctiicr  South  America,  Central  America,  and  North  America  ;  that  shall 
cement  in  clo-cr  and  more  cordial  tics  many  nations  and  be  a  beneñt  to  the 
present  generation  and  the  millions  yet  unborn. 

An  Executive  Committee,  appointed  by  the  Commission,  made 
a  preliminary  report,  January  31.  1893,  results  of  sur- 

veys ni;ici<^  by  ihv  Commission's  engineers.  Tlicstj  surveys,  accord- 
ing to  iniurmation  givrn  to  the  public,  lune  20,  1895,  have  been 
utilized  in  determining  tlic  location  uf  certain  links  in  tlie  proposed 
system  : 

"The  Guatemala  Central  Railroad  Company,  whose  main  line 
runs  from  San  Jose,  on  the  Paciñc,  to  Guatemala  City,  has  deter- 
mined to  build  that  portion  of  the  Intercontinental  System  intended 
to  traverse  Guatemala,  and  has  put  that  determination  into  practi- 
cable shape  by  actual  construction,  havuig  opened  to  traffic,  on 
April  14th  last,  the  section  extending  from  Santa  Maria,  on  the 
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Guatemala  Central,  to  Santa  Lucia,  and  is  continuing  the  con- 
struction to  Patulul  with  the  intention  of  extending  the  line  north- 
westwardly to  the  Mexican  frontier  and  southeastwardly  to  the 
frontier  of  Salvador.    The  roadbed  and  Hrîdgcs  of  this  line  are 

briiiL"^  t  unstructed  on  the  standard  gauge,  alrliough  the  track  to  be 
adopted  at  first  is  three  feet.  This  road  is  biin^  Mih-tanrially 
built,  the  bridges  being  ot  steel  with  stone  abutnK  nt>,  and  the 
track  already  laid  being  stc  1  rails  of  54  pounds.  The  ^íexican 
Southern  Railroad  is  already  in  operation  to  Oaxaca,  ibur  hun- 
dred miles  south  of  the  City  of  Mexico,  and  will  soon  close  the 
intervening  gap  between  that  city  and  the  Guatemala  frontier. 
The  Mexican  Southern  and  the  Guatemala  Central  will  soon 
enable  one  to  go  by  rail  îiujii  \\  a^hingron  to  the  trontier  ot 
Salvador.  In  th(^  latter  Republic,  Mr.  ^cher/kr  is  at  work  con- 
structing his  line,  and  it,  taken  in  connection  with  ilie  railroads 
already  existing  in  Nicaragua,  would  enable  travelers  to  go  by 
rail  from  any  city  in  the  United  States  to  the  proposed  location 
of  the  Nicaragua  Canal." 

Concessions  have  been  granted  for  a  railway  from  the  southern 
shore  of  Lake  Nicaragua  through  Costa  Rica,  and  this,  it  is 
thought,  will  be  built.  The  line  through  Central  Arn<  ru  a  ur- 
veyed  tor  the  Commission,  however,  runs  generally  along  the 
Pacific  sloj)e  trotn  the  northwestern  portioti  ot  Guatemala  to  the 
city  ot  Panama.  In  Colombia,  the  route  ha^  two  arms,  one  from 
Panama  and  die  other  from  Cartagena,  on  the  Caribbean  Sea, 
to  a  point  south  of  Medellin.  At  Medellin,  a  line  branches  off 
to  Venezuela.  The  Panama  and  Cartagena  lines  unite  below 
Medellin  and  form  a  single  route  through  Ecuador,  touching 
the  ca¡>itaK  (Juiro.  and  throu«j:h  Peru  to  Cuzco.  The  line  con- 
tinues aloiig  the  western  and  soutliern  shores  of  Lake  Titicaca 
to  La  Paz,  the  capital  oí  Bolivia.  Between  La  Paz  and 
Huanchaca  a  railroad  is  already  in  operation  tor  more  than 
halt'  the  distance  (Oruro  to  Huanchaca).  F'rom  Huanchaca, 
three  routes  diverge,  one  a  continuation  of  the  great  north  and 
south  trunk  line  to  Jujuy,  in  Argentine  Republic,  already  con- 
nected by  railroad  with  Buenos  Aires;  another  eastward  I  y,  through 
Bolivia  and  Brazil,  to  Rio  Janeiro:  and  the  third  branching  off 
from  the  Brazilian  route  at  Ponu)bainba  and  running  in  a  general 
southeast  course  through  Paraguay  to  Asuncion,    ihc  Oruro 
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railroad  already  connects  Huanchaca  with  the  port  ot  Antota- 
gasta,  Chile. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that,  with  the  construction  of  certain  links, 
the  North  American  and  South  American  continents  would 
be  connected  by  a  vast  system  of  railroads  extending  irom 
United  States  throup^h  Mexico,  Central  America,  Colombia, 

Lciuulur,  P»  lu.  Chik',  with  latt  ral  lines  cxtcrulinti  through 

\  cnezuela,  Bt)ii\  la.  Hra'/.il,  Argentine  Republic,  Par:i;^qia\ .  and 
Uruguay.  \  ast  as  the  undertaking  seems  to  be,  the  actual 
work  ot  construction,  in  comparison  with  the  mileage  already  in 
operation  in  these  countries,  is  comparatively  small.  The  recent 
work  of  the  Commission  has  been  mainly  that  of  correcting  its 
surveys  and  preparing  them  for  publication  at  its  ofBce  in  Wash- 
ington.  Its  final  report  will  be  published  in  three  or  more  vol- 
umes,  with  accompanv  ing  porrtoliihN  t)i  ina[)s. 

The  chiet  value  ot  such  a  svstem  is  not  to  be  found  in  the 
feature  which  first  strikes  the  iniaginatit)n — that  ot  providing  an 
all-rail  route  down  the  backbone  oí  the  two  continents  and  con- 
necting United  States  by  land  with  the  remotest  countries  of 
South  America — ^but  in  the  facilities  it  would  afford  tor  developing 
the  commercial  relations  of  contiguous  or  adjacent  countries  with 
each  other,  fbr  opening  new  outlets  to  the  sea  and  supplementing 
the  constrin  tion  of  one  or  more  canals  across  the  Isthmus  of 
Panama,  and  for  iH»mbining  all  the  countries  of  the  New  World 
in  a  grand  iiarmonious  plan  of  industrial  (ievek)pnicnt.  It  is  the 
final  outcome,  the  ultimate  expression,  of  the  tendencies  toward 
internal  expansion  in  all  these  countries  tor  the  ftrst  time  grouped 
together  and  combined  as  an  intercontinental  force. 

From  this  aspect  of  the  problem  v,'v  pass,  by  an  easy  and  logical 
transition,  to  what  îs  after  all  the  natural  sequel  to  the  enormous 
internal  activity  of  the  .American  Republics  as  sketched  above. 
Already  in  I'nited  Stare*;,  and  in  varying  degree  in  her  sister 
Republics,  the  ia(  t  is  hrcoming  more  and  more  aj)parent  that 
internal  development  is  but  the  precursor  of  a  constant!)  expand- 
ing foreign  trade.  If  railroads  are  built  and  steamboat  lines  are 
established  to  bring  a  country^s  products  to  the  sea,  it  is  because 
it  is  hoped  to  find  outlets  for  them  there.  If  manufactures  are 
developed  beyond  the  demand  of  the  home  market  or  flirmers  con- 
tinue to  raise  crops  in  excess  ot  the  tU)mes:ic  retj^uirements,  it  is 
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because  they  expect  to  find  markets  for  them  beyond  the  seas.  The 

time  must  come  in  all  progressive  countries — it  is  already  at  hand 
in  United  States — wlitn  internal  tk'\ clopnicnt  will  have  reached 
such  a  point  that  it  must,  of  nictssity,  overflow.  It  is  then  that 
attention  begins  to  turn  to  tht  most  efl'ectual  means  of  reaching 
foreign  markets  and  winning  a  share  of  their  trade. 

Once  seriously  embarked  u|>on  the  seas,  a  country  soon  hnds 
that  the  largest  margin  of  profit  is  only  to  be  secured  by  carrying 
its  trade  in  its  own  bottoms.  Capital  naturally  turns  to  shipping 
when  the  profits  to  be  obtained  from  other  transportation  enter- 
prises cease  to  be  superior.  And  so  great  is  the  importance  at- 
tached by  some  of  the  maritime  nations  to  maintaining  merchant 
marines  of  thrir  own  that  various  expedients  in  tlu-  ùnm  of  sub- 
isidics,  mail  bounties,  ami  discriminating  duties  havr  bren  tried  to 
attract  capital  to  maritime  invesunents  under  the  national  flag. 
1  he  success  attending  these  government  favors  has  varied  with 
different  conditions.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that,  judiciously 
employed,  they  have  proved  useful  in  building  up  merchant  navies, 
but  care  must  be  exercised  in  tariff  or  bounty  legislation  not  to 
foster  the  shipbuilding  industry  in  such  a  way  as  to  make  the  ships 
of  national  registry'  more  costly  in  the  end  to  the  purchaser  than 
foreign  vessels.  Capital  lia^  but  little  >entinient  in  making  its 
investments.  It  must  be  made  worth  while  not  onlv  to  build 
ships,  but  to  own  them,  beiore  a  national  marine  can  be  expected 
to  grow, 

A  forcible  illustration  of  this  fact  istbund  in  the  recent  experi- 
ence of  P'rance,  The  Revue  du  Commerce  Extériur  (Review 
of  Foreign  Commerce),  of  Paris,  June  19,  1897,  says: 

The  decadence  of  the  merchant  marine  in  France  h  unfortunately  an  undent* 
able  fact;  but  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  extraparliamentary  commission  seem 
to  us  entirely  inadequate.    The  first  condition  necessary  to  the  success  of  an 

indu.s(rv'  \î  the  caphul  placed  at  its  disposition.  Money  is  not  lacking  in  France; 
it  i'  alnuivlant.  The  interest  on  borrowed  capital  is  ridiculously  small.  T!ie 
F  rench  revenue,  which  by  its  rate  of  capitalization  revtilatc;  the  value  of  ni-nicy, 
produces  less  tiian  chree  per  cent.  The  rate  i»f  diA  ouiu  inr  nianv  vcar-.  has 
remained  at  two  per  cent.  W  c  have  absorbed  militons  ot  Russian  tunds  and 
engulfed  hundreds  of  millions  in  gold-mining  enterprises.  Unfortunately,  French 
capitalists  are  either  excessively  timid  or  phenomenally  credulous.  They  have 
confidence  only  in  the  credit  of  nations  ;  commercial  and  industrial  enterprises 
d  >  not  attract  rlicni. 

The  political  ca;  it  il  of  the  country,  which  is  aUo  the  financial  capital,  is  far 
from  the  sea*    At  London.  Christiania,  Copenhagen,  Stockholm,  the  inhabitants 
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are  forced  to  a  cercain  knowledge  of,  and  interest  in,  maritime  affairs.  Capital 

in  our  country  is  entirely  ignorant  of  what  pertain?  to  the  ?ea.  Only  in  the 
provinces  horvicriiie  on  the  coast  can  our  merchant  marine  tind  support  E\  en 
there  it  is  ditiicult.  Except  in  Britiainy,  a  poor  pro^'ince,  agriculture  is  the 
dominant  occupation.  In  large  ports,  like  Marseilles,  much  money  is  spent 
in  speculation  and  in  various  industries.  A  few  shipowners,  old  sailors,  and  a 
small  number  of  bourgeois  in  the  seaport  towns  are  the  only  resource  for  the 
capital  of  the  merchant  marine.  Finally,  the  abolition  of  the  extra  tax  on  the 
flag,  in  1866,  was  another  blow  to  maritime  aflTairs,  and  prepared  the  decadence 
of  the  marine  under  the  national  flag. 

Although  the  deduction  may  appear  paradoxical,  the  very  importance  of  the 
subsidies  granted  to  the  regular  steamship  lines  for  the  transportat4on  of  the 
mails  ha^  injured  the  fleet  by  creating  favored  competition.  This  has  resulted 
in  deflecting  iconic  of  the  limited  capital  interested  in  mari&ime  matters.  The 
number  ut  docicyards  diminished  ;  the  cost  of  construction  in  France  increased. 
Although  the  materials  used  in  the  construction  of  ships  were  exempt  from  duty, 
the  absence  of  competition  [in  building]  raised  the  price  of  the  ships.  For  the 
same  reasons,  it  took  longer  to  fill  the  orders;  the  shipowners  were  obliged  to 
place  their  work  in  England.  There  the  commercial  marine  is  so  prosperous 
and  the  docks  so  numerous  that  prices  are  being  constantly  reduced.  The  law 
which  suppressed  the  extra  tax  on  the  flag  had  also  reduced  the  customs  duty, 
or  the  registration  of  ships  from  France,  to  an  insignificant  amount.  There 
was  little  left  for  the  dockyards  in  France  but  to  make  repairs. 

Thus,  when  the  law  of  January,  lóoi,  was  passed,  improving  at  the  same 
time  their  condition  and  that  of  the  shipowners,  the  first  orders  absorbed  their 
working  force.  On  the  very  eve  of  the  law,  the  Compagnie  Générale  Trans- 
atlantique  had  ships  bought  in  England,  although  they  had  only  tile  advantage 
of  half  bounties  on  navigation.  This  experience  should  have  served  as  a  lesson 
when  the  law  of  i38i  w  as  amen  '  A  way  should  have  been  found  to  insure 
order?  to  the  French  docks,  without  depriving  the  shipowners  for  too  long  a 
ún\c  o:  the  benclit  of  the  law.  It  ?cem«  to  us  that  the  object  would  have  been 
attained  by  granting  the  half-hounty  lu  slaps  of  foreign  construction  only  during 
two  years,  about  the  time  necessary  to  construct  a  ship.  Shipowners  would 
then  have  bought  boats  in  England,  and  at  the  same  time  given  orders  to  the 
French  yards.  When  the  ships  were  finished,  they  would  have  sold  the  old  ones 
in  order  to  obtain  the  whole  bounty.  The  French  dockyards,  with  new  orders 
assured,  would  have  extended  their  t'acilities  of  con  trtiction.  But  as  no  limit 
was  placed  to  the  duration  ot  the  half-lîoutuy  on  ships  of  foreign  construction, 
they  have  Seen  retained,  and  have  displaced  the  new  ones  which  would  have  been 
ordered  :n  France. 

The  legislators  of  lágj  wished  to  remedy  this  evil  and  went  to  the  opposite 
extreme.  Not  a  fraction  of  the  bounty  was  accorded  to  foreign  ships.  The 
proprietors  of  dockyards  were  masters  of  the  situation,  and  were  able  to  dic- 
tate to  the  shipowners.  Not  satisfied  with  the  bounties,  they  charged  exorbi- 
tant prices.  The  law  of  1S93  gave  them  the  means  of  furnishing  ships  at  the 
same  price  as  foreign  yards;  there  was  even  a  bounty  of  one  franc  per  loo  kilO' 
gram^  r»n  boilers  and  engines.  But  a  sailing  vessel  which  would  be  sold  for 
300,000  francs  in  another  country  now  costs  ¿00,000  francs  in  France,  The 
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constructors  h.ivc  confiscated  a  fourih  of  the  navigation  bounty.  The  ship- 
owner who  has  need  of  freight,  the  capitalist  who  wishes  to  send  goods,  ñnd 
themselves  between  two  alternatives — to  buy  foreign  vessels,  paying  the  duty  of 
two  francs  a  ton  and  renouncing  the  bounty,  or  to  order  boats  in  French  yards  and 
pay  two-thirds  more.    This  is  seriously  injurious  to  the  national  commerce. 

The  experienc  e  ot' France,  as  tlius  outlined,  seems  to  show — 

1.  That  one  ot  the  most  effectual  iorms  oí  bounty  is  tliat 
embodied  in  tlie  ai  t  of  May  lo,  1892,  of  the  United  States  Con- 
gress, under  wliich  two  foreign-built  steamships  were  admitted  to 
registry  on  condition  that  two  steamships  of  the  same  class  be 
built  in  United  States. 

2.  That  without  some  provision  in  a  bounty  law  permitting 
foreign  competition  under  prescribed  conditions,  ships  built  in  a 
country  ^rantin^  subsidies  are  likely  to  be  held  by  builders  at  prices 
which  iorbid  investment  by  domestic  capital. 

3.  That  a  discriniinating  tax  in  favor  of  vessels  ^lyin<;  the 
national  flag,  though  objected  to  on  the  ground  that  it  would 
invite  reprisals  by  other  maritime  powers,  and  should  be  used  only 
as  a  measure  of  retaliation,  was  beneficial  to  the  French  marine. 

It  is  not  the  purpose  here  to  enter  upon  a  discussion  of  the 
question  of  subsidies,  bounties,  and  discriminating  duties,  but 
merely  to  call  attention  to  the  possibilities  of  such  legislation  in 
building'  up  merchant  navies.  The  attitude  of  United  States 
and  ot  rhc  oth*  r  American  Republics  toward  this  phase  of  the 
transportation  problem  is  peculiar  in  tliis,  that  thev  stand  upon 
the  threshold  ot  a  new  era  in  rheir  <  eonumic  relations,  in  which, 
it  is  to  be  hoped,  they  will  hnd  their  interests  bound  up  togedier. 
Any  legislation  as  to  shipping  should  have  regard  to  drawing 
closer  the  bonds  of  intercourse  and  mutually  profitable  exchange 
of  products  among  them.  The  idea  of  reciprocity  in  trade  has, 
as  its  logical  corollary,  reciprocity  in  the  means  by  which  that 
trade  is  to  be  carried  on.  The  American  Republics  have  already 
united  in  a  great  srheme  of  cooperation  for  developing  their 
facilities  ot  tran>porration  hv  land;  their  fx<*ofrraphic\il  reiation  to 
each  otiier  suggests  rh<-  not  interior  important  e  oí  -^ome  system 
of  regaining  for  themselves  the  control  and  expansion  of  tiieir 
carrying  trade  by  sea. 
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UNITED  STATES. 

NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  MANUFACTURERS. 

By  Theodork.       St.vRCJl,  President. 

This  Association  may  be  mentioned  as  one  of  the  various  im- 
portant agencies  for  the  promoting  of  trade  between  the  various 
countries  enihrat  ed  in  the  Inrernarional  American  I  'nion,  and  for 
that  reason  some  account  ot  its  purposes  and  work  is  here  given. 

It  represents  the  united  efforts  of  United  States  manuÊicturers 
to  promote  their  common  interests  by  business  methods  which  can 

best  be  used  b\  an  organization  of  such  broad  scope  in  purposes 
and  m(  nihcrship.  Representing  as  it  does  nearly  every  important 
branch  ot  industry  and  all  the  Irading  manufacturing  districts  ot 
the  United  States,  the  Association  is  essentially  national  in  its 
organization,  and  no  less  so  in  its  aims  and  the  methods  by  which 
their  accomplishment  is  sought.  Its  president,  secretary,  and  treas- 
urer are  chosen  without  regard  to  locality  by  the  members  of  the 
Association  in  the  annual  convention,  and  provision  is  made  in  the 
constitution  ibr  the  selection  in  similar  manner  of  a  vice-president 
from  the  membership  in  each  State.  The  vice-presidents  from  the 
twelve  largest  manufacturing  States,  the  general  officers,  ami  tour 
nirmbers  ar  large  con>titiire  an  executive  committee  by  wiiich  tlie 
othcers  ot  the  Association  arc  directed. 

The  general  policy  ot  the  Association  is  outlined  in  the  annual 
convention,  and  specific  lines  of  work  are  indicated  to  the  execu- 
tive committee,  which  in  turn  vests  large  discretionary  powers  in 
the  president,  who  is  thus  made  the  active  executive  head  of  the 
organization.  The  work  of  the  National  Association  of  Manu- 
facturers may  be  divided  into  two  classes — that  which  pertains  to 
the  home  interests  of  the  manufacturers  of  the  United  States  and 
that  which  relates  to  American  trade  with  tort  ign  countries. 

In  the  first  cla'is  ma\  he  grouped  the  following  specific  objects; 

1.  The  Conservation  ot  the  Home  Market. 

2.  J  he  Unihcation  of  Railroad  Freight  Classifications. 

3.  The  Improvement  of  Internal  Waterways. 

4.  The  Creation  of  a  Federal  Department  of  Commerce  and 
Industry. 
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5.  Enactnirnr  oi  a  National  Bankruptcy  Law. 
Among  the  objects  which  relate  to  foreign  trade  may  be  enu- 
merated the  following: 

1.  The  Investigation  of  Foreign  Markets. 

2.  The  Establishment  of  Sample  Warehouses  for  American 
Goods  in  Foreign  Centers  of  Trade. 

3.  The  Improvement  ot  the  Consular  Strvicc 

4.  TIu-  Restoration  ot  the  American  Merchant  Marine. 

5.  Die  Construction  of  the  Nicaragua  Canal  under  American 
Control. 

6.  The  Restoration  of  Treaties  of  Commercial  Reciprocity. 
While  the  aims  mentioned  above  embrace  the  more  important 

lines  of  work  which  the  Association  has  in  hand,  they  do  not 
embrace  the  entire  range  of  activities;  for  these  specified  objects 
involve  a  great  many  incidental  or  allied  undertakings  which  add 
largely  to  the  work  which  is  actually  [lertbrmed.  While  the 
National  -Xssociarion  ot"  Manuiacturcrs  has  arrractcd  attention 
most  widely  through  ir>  cftbrts  to  extend  the  tt)rt  i<:n  trade  ot  tlie 
United  States,  it  can  be  seen  from  tlie  enumeration  ot  the  Asso- 
ciation's objects  that  the  organization  is  not  maintained  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  developing  foreign  trade.  Its  objects  at  home  are 
no  less  important  than  its  work  abroad. 

First  of  all,  the  Association  is  American  in  all  things.  Al- 
though entirely  without  the  pale  ot  politics,  and  embracing  in  its 
membership  men  of  widely  differinj?  and  pronounced  political 
views,  the  National  Ass()ciatit>n  ot"  Manuí.ü  turcrs  stands  clearly 
and  firmly  tor  the  jirotcction  ot  home  imlustries,  representing  that 
thrrt  is  no  market  in  the  world  ot  such  importance  to  United  States 
manutacturers  as  that  which  lies  witliin  their  own  country.  The 
taritf  is  viewed  by  the  As.sociation,  however,  as  a  business  prob- 
lem, not  as  a  matter  of  political  capital;  and  the  adjustment  of  the 
rates  of  duty  in  such  a  manner  as  to  equalize  the  cost  of  imported 
articles  and  goods  made  in  the  United  States  probably  represents 
the  view  of  the  tariff  problem  as  held  by  the  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers ot  the  Association.  Wlu  n  the  sentiment  ot  the  Association 
was  voiced  by  the  annual  con\  (  ntion  in  January,  1897,  its  taritf 
principles  were  expressed  in  this  resolution: 

Ki'solved,  That  duties  should  be  made  such  as  will  be  consistent 
with  adequate  protection  of  our  manutacturing  and  agriculural 
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industries  and  the  labor  they  employ.  The  taritf  should  con- 
tain only  specific  duties,  or  nfiixed  ad  valorem  and  specific 

duties." 

No  feature  of  the  home  work  of  the  Association  has  attracted 
more  attention  than  what  has  been  done  toward  the  creation  of  a 
Federal  department  of  Commerce  and  Industry.    This  idea,  first 

advanced  many  years  ago  but  lonii  neplected,  has  been  brought 
pruniinrnth  into  public  attention  in  rt  i  i  nt  years,  and  much  has 
been  done  with  a  view  to  makin;:  known  the  advantages  ot  the 
pro{>used  new  Cabinet  office.  Bills  providing  tor  the  creation  , ot 
such  a  department  have  been  kept  continuously  and  a  vigorous 
campaign  of  education  has  been  maintaint  d  The  aim  ot  the 
desired  legislation  is  to  assemble  in  a  single  branch  of  the  National 
Government  all  those  functions  which  relate  to  the  industries  and 
commerce  of  the  nation,  in  order  that  these  interests  may  be  bet- 
ter promoted  than  is  practicable  under  the  existing  conditions. 
Through  a  strong  committee  ot  its  members  and  by  the  circula- 
tion  ot  a  large  amount  oí  printed  matter  relating  to  the  subject, 
the  Association  has  kept  alive  public  interest  in  this  murrt  r. 

1  he  work  which  the  National  Association  oí  Manutacturf  r>>  is 
doing  in  connection  with  the  extension  of  the  tbreign  trade  ot  the 
I'nited  States  is  probably  ot"  the  i:::reatest  interest  to  those  who  are 
likely  to  read  this  article,  in  this  work,  as  in  everything  else,  the 
Association  endeavors  to  apply  practical  business  methods. 

The  plans  fbr  this  work  provide  for  the  careful  investigation  of 
possible  new  markets  for  American  products,  the  study  of  trade 
conditions  in  various  countries,  and  the  ascertainment  as  tully  as 
possible  ot  the  classes  of  American  p)ods  salable  in  tliiierent 
markets  and  the  (^iinditions  ot  competition  which  mu>t  be  met. 
i  his  work  is  preliminary  and  preparatory  to  larger  undertakings 
in  the  way  of  establishing  depots  under  the  management  ot'  the 
Association  in  such  foreign  trade  centers  as  seem  ti^  offer  the  best 
opportunities  for  the  development  of  larger  traffic.  These  agencies 
are  designed  to  be  warehouses  for  the  display  of  American  mer- 
chandise of  every  description,  sample  rooms  where  the  actual 
goods  can  be  seen  and  examined  by  intending  purchasers.  The 
merit  ot  this  method  oí  inducing  toreign  trade  is  obvious  to  those 
who  h  ive  had  experience  in  attempting  to  sell  n;(>ods  without 
samples,  and  with  no  other  aids  than  verbal  descriptions  and 
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printed  matter.  It  is  believed  by  the  management  of  the  National 
Association  ot  Manuiacturers  that  this  plan  can  be  ap[)iicd  with 
excrllrnr  ríMílts  in  many  ion  i^ni  countries,  particularly  in  the 
trade  centers  oí  Latin  America.  Investigation  with  this  end  in 
view  have  been  entered  upon  in  several  countries,  and  the  tirst  oí 
the  proposed  system  of  exhibition  warehouses  is  now  in  process  of 
organization  in  Caracas,  Venezuela,  under  particularly  favorable 
conditions  created  by  a  sptecial  concession  from  the  Venezuelan 
GovemmenL 

As  the  warehouse  idea  constitutes  one  of  the  most  important 

features  ot  :\u-  work  ot  the  Association,  it  mav  be  well  to  illustrate 
its  purpos<  s  more  tully  by  ^ilou  in):^  what  it  is  proposed  to  accom- 
plisii  by  the  Caracas  establishment  : 

1.  It  will  afford  a  continuous  display  of  samples  under  condi- 
tions which  will  insure  careful  attention  from  intending  purchasers. 

2.  It  will  serve  as  headquarters  for  representatives  of  the  exhib- 
itors who  may  visit  Venezuela  for  the  purpose  of  selling  goods  or 
investigating  the  market  To  such  representatives  the  facilities 
of  the  warehouse  will  render  invaluable  assistance  in  the  shape 
of  information  and  advice  concern  i  n^^  trade  matters. 

3.  The  war(  liou><-  may  be  made  to  servt-  a.^  a  hondcti  .>tore- 
house  t()r  the  storage,  at  reasonable  cost,  ot  goods  intended  tor  sale 
in  \  enezuela. 

4.  1  lie  warehouse  can  act  as  forwarding  agent  t()r  goods  held 
in  bond,  attending  to  the  entry,  [)ayment  of  t"r<  iglits,  duties,  etc. 

5.  For  the  training  of  salesmen  tor  work  in  Venezuela  or  any 
other  of  the  South  American  Republics,  the  warehouse  will  prove 
an  admirable  school,  as  it  will  afibrd  excellent  opportunities  for 
the  study  of  Spanish-American  trade  conditions  and  methods  of 
doing  business. 

6.  In  tli<  collection  of  information  oí  value  to  those  who  desire 
to  do  business  in  Wne/uela,  the  warehouse  will  be  able  to  render 
service  of  much  importance.  It  will  be  within  the  province  of 
the  warehouse  management  to  gather  complete  and  reliable  data 
upon  all  matters  affecting  American  commercial  interests. 

7.  Samples  of  goods  sold  in  Venezuela,  catalogues,  price  lists, 
etc.,  will  be  gathered  for  the  use  of  the  warehouse  management 
and  visiting  salesmen  representing  exhibitors. 
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8.  Information  regarding  new  enterprises  and  business  oppor- 
tunities will  be  carefully  obtained  and  promptly  communicated  to 
those  whom  it  may  interest  and  who  may  be  entitled  to  such 
service  by  their  membership  in  the  National  Association  of  Manu- 
facturers or  their  participation  in  the  exhibition. 

The  visit  to  St>nrli  Anirrica  last  siiiiiiiiít,  by  a  comnii-sion  of 
American  manutac  rur«  whic  h  attracted  m>  niut  h  att«  ntion 
thrnuL'hout  th<  (  onimcrcial  world,  was  planned  and  carried  out 
by  the  National  Association  of  Manutacturers.  During  a  three 
months  tour  of  Ikazil,  Argentina,  and  L^ruguay  this  commission 
gathered  much  valuable  information  about  the  possibilities  of  the 
extension  of  the  trade  of  the  United  States  with  those  countries. 
The  report  of  this  commission  forms  a  voluminous  pamphlet, 
which  is  generally  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  exhaustive  and 
intelligent  treatises  on  South  American  trade  that  has  ever  been 
published. 

rhi>  un(iertaking  was  watched  with  thr  dci  pi  >r  iiut  rest  and 
every  ieature  of  it  careluliy  noted  in  tort  i^n  husint  >s  circles.  It 
was  made  the  subject  of  special  reports  to  their  home  govern- 
ments by  foreign  consuls  stationed  in  the  I'nited  States,  and  the 
newspapers  and  trade  journals  of  England  and  the  Continent  dis- 
cussed it  at  length  as  an  incident  of  great  significance  in  the 
movement  tor  the  extension  of  the  foreign  trade  of  the  United 
States.  While  the  work  of  this  commission  has  been  of  great 
bt  nrhr  to  the  trad*-  r(  lations  of  the  IJnitctl  States  with  the  South 
American  counrrir>.  and  ha>  lîrought  the  Association  into  ^rrcat 
prominence  at  hume  and  abroad,  it  has  aUt)  .served  to  impress 
tbreign  nations  with  the  serious  purposes  of  the  manulacturers  of 
the  Tnitcd  States  in  their  efforts  to  increase  their  foreign  trade. 

The  example  set  by  the  National  Association  of  Manufacturers 
in  carrying  out  with  such  signal  success  this  commercial  tour  in 
South  America  has  since  been  followed  by  England,  France,  and 
Germany  in  sending  similar  exploring  parties  of  business  men  to 
Cliina. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  d  imcnts  published  by  the  asso- 
ciation is  an  exhaustive  report  on  tiie  commen  c  and  industries  of 
Japan,  which  embodies  the  results  of  extensive  inv(  >fÍL::iri()ns  in 
that  country  by  Robert  P.  Porter,  former  Superintendent  of  the 
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Eleventh  Census  of  the  Unitecî  States  and  a  statistician  of  note. 

This  report  rovers  all  the  important  industries  ot  ja{)an  and 
liraK  most  luUy  with  thosf-  w  hose  c ompctitit)!!  has  been  telt  most 
kei  nly  in  the  I'nircd  States,  and  a  lar^c  amount  ot'  interesting 
and  vaUiable  inturniation  which  hitherto  has  not  been  accessible 
to  the  business  man  or  student  is  thus  made  available. 

The  investigations  which  Mr.  Porter  made  on  behalf  of  the 
association  not  only  dispelled  the  illusions  of  impending  disaster 
to  American  manufacturers  through  the  competition  of  Japan's 
rapidly  develo{)ing  industries^  but  also  made  it  clear  that  the 
Empire  of  the  Mikado  possesses  great  possibilitieff  as  a  market 
for  Anu  ric  an  prodiu  ts  ot  many  kinds,  particularly  machinery 
and  manutartuievl  goo<is. 

Believing  that  the  highest  effic  iency  ot  the  consular  service  of 
tl»c  United  States  can  be  obtained  only  by  the  selection  of  com- 
petent men  and  gi\  in;,^  them  a  permanent  tenure  of  office,  the 
National  Association  of  Manufacturers  has  devoted  much  energy 
to  the  accomplishment  of  this  desired  end.  Many  of  the  consular 
offices  have  been  carefully  and  impartially  investigated  and  specific 
recommendations  concerning  them  have  been  transmitted  to  the 
President  and  the  Secretary  of  State. 

An  important  icatiin-  ot  the  work  of  the  National  As^iu  iation 
of  Manutacturers  is  the  f>ublication  of  a  large  nînount  oí  matter 
that  is  of  general  interest  and  value  to  manutacturers.  The 
Circulars  of  Inibrmation  issuetl  by  the  bureau  of  publicity  of  the 
Association  have  rendered  valuable  aid  in  promoting  the  interests 
of  the  Association.  The  Circulars  are  in  pamphlet  form«  ranging 
in  size  from  a  single  leaflet  to  volumes  of  164  pages,  and  they 
are  distributed  gratuitously  among  the  manufacturers  of  the 
United  States  and  to  many  foreign  business  houses. 

The  most  important  publication  umlrrtakm  bv  the  Association 
is  a  Buyers'  Directory  t>t  the  member^,  arranged  and  chuv^ificd  in 
such  maiuier  as  to  show  the  business  ot  each  member,  with  the 
intbrmation  that  is  most  desired  by  the  foreign  merchant  who 
wishes  to  buy  American  goods.  This  book  is  now  in  process  of 
preparation  for  early  publication,  and  a  large  edition  will  be  dis- 
tributed among  merchants  in  the  English-speaking  countries. 
Subsequent  editions  in  other  languages  are  contemplated.  The 
Association  also  issues,  to  its  members  only,  confidenrial  bulletins, 
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wnich  give  information  about  the  wants  ot  foreign  buyers  of 
American  nirrcfiandise.  The  general  offices  of  the  National 
Association  of  Manufacturers  are  situated  at  No.  1751  North 
Fourth  street,  where  the  work  is  carried  on  under  the  immediate 
personal  supervision  of  the  president  The  numerous  lines  of 
work,  extending  into  many  distant  foreign  countries,  all  center  at 
this  point,  and  this  oiiicx  keeps  in  close  touch  with  :i  large  number 
of  correspondents  and  paid  a^^eius  iu  the  principal  centers  of  the 
world.  Although  the  Asst^ciation  is  bur  two  anil  a  half  years  old, 
its  membership  embraces  nearly  1,000  of  the  largest  and  best- 
known  manufacturers  in  the  United  States,  and  its  influence  has 
been  strongly  manifest  in  many  parts  of  the  world. 

As  indicating  the  interest  with  which  the  work  of  the  Associa- 
tion has  been  regarded  abroad,  this  recent  comment  from  the  British 
Trade  Journal  is  significant  :  "  It  would  be  well  if  such  an  asso- 
ciation as  that  of  the  nianutacturers  of  the  United  States  existed 
in  this  cuuntry.  At  present  our  maufacturing  interests  are  disor- 
ganized. The\  liave,  it  is  true,  associations  in  various  trades,  but 
tliere  is  no  central  association  ot  nianutacturers.  The  only  body 
corresponding  to  the  American  association  is  the  Associated 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  hut  in  this  association  the  manu^cturers' 
interests  are  swamped  by  the  mercantile  class,  whose  views  on  many 
important  questions  are  diametrically  opposed  to  the  manufacturer. 
Hence,  British  manufacturers  as  a  class  are  merely  stultified  by  the 
chamber  of  commerce,  and  the  great  body  of  manu&cturers, 
whose  interests  throughout  the  country  are  more  important  than 
those  oí  the  i.ictors,  are  practically  ignored," 

Requests  tor  iht-  publi(^ations  of  the  Association  and  tor  intorina- 

tion  upon  commercial  niarterb,  whether  specific  or  general  in  their 

nature,  received  from  any  part  of  the  world,  will  be  complied 

with  as  promptly  as  [)ossible  and  without  charge  to  the  inquirer. 
BulL  ^o.  2  :¿ 
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FAIR  AND  EQUAL  COMMERCE. 

It  has  been  said  for  commerce  that  it  hn'^  civilized  the  world, 
and  th;it  by  comniaiuling  the  forces  oí  coiuiirtcc  a  single  nation 
may  rulr  the  world  irselt' 

There  are  two  grand  c  U  nu  nts  in  commerce,  namely,  /nic/e  and 
transportation  ;  and  ot  these  the  latter  is  the  active  while  tiie  for- 
mer is  the  passive  principle.  An  active  commerce  must  be  done 
by  our  own  and  can  not  be  done  by  foreign  shipping.  Commerce, 
whether  free  or  taxed,  is  always  best  when  fair  and  equal.  Among 
the  maxims  laid  down  by  thoughtful  Benjamin  Franklin  we  find 
the  following: 

Fair  commerce  is  where  equal  values  are  exchanged  tor  equal, 
the  expense  of  ii\uii pm  1  inrlndcil.  1  hus,  it  it  cost  A  in  Englanti  as 
much  labor  and  (^hargc  to  raise  a  bushel  of  wheat  as  it  costs  B  in 
France  to  produce  4  gallons  ot  wine,  then  are  4  gallons  of  wine 
the  &ir  exchange  for  a  bushel  ot  wheats  A  and  B  meeting  at  half 
distance  with  their  commodities  to  make  the  exchange.  The 
advantage  of  fair  commerce  is,  that  each  party  increases  the  num- 
ber of  his  enjoyments,  having,  instead  of  wheat  alone,  or  wine 
alone,  the  use  of  both  wheat  and  wine."* 

But  if  A  in  Eiigland  has  a  ship  and  B  in  France  has  not,  then 
must  the  trade  be  made  in  France,  the  British  sliip  carrying  both 
wa}'s  arid  crcatiiîg  an  adverse  balance  ot  roniiiicn  c  payable  in  rash. 
While  such  traffic  may  be  tree,  it  is  unequal  ami  disadvantageous^ 
and  simply  because  one  party  may  do  what  the  other  can  not  A 
lack  of  shipping  ability  in  any  country  has  a  tendency  to  lower  the 
prices  of  its  products^  while  full  shipping  capacity  of  its  own  has 
a  tendency  to  raise  the  prices  of  them  if  to  be  sent  to  foreign 
markets.  With  shipping  there  is  a  command  of  markets,  but 
without  it  of  your  own  there  is  a  dependency  which  must  always 
be  paid  for. 

The  American  Republics,  wiicther  we  include  or  h  ave  out  the 
United  States,  are  all  deficient  in  shipping;  and  in  respect  to 
vessels  for  long  voyages,  several  are  destitute.  The  following 
table,  compiled  irom  the  "Repertoire  Général  du  Bureau  Veritas*' 
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for  1896-97,  shows  che  number,  and  gross  and  net  tonnage,  of 
steamers  of  o\  er  100  net  tons  and  number  and  net  tonnage  of 
sailing  vessels  of  over  50  net  tons,  of  the  different  flags  comprising 
these  Republics: 

A. 

Thf  imrí/iít»:  nmrinf  o/ íhí  Anuriciin  Kepublics, 


Flag. 


United  3mte« 
Brutt  

ChiU-  

Ar^ctiiîna. . . 
L'riJ^'Uay.... 

Peru  

Mexico ..... 
N  icarayua. .  . 
Veoexuela . , 

HsM  

Cü]omV>i;i .  . . 

(  "iiMa  Ric*  

Sai\t«>  Domingo 

Parâffuay  

Honduras  

íiiiatemalâ... 

tíoiivia  

S«iv«4or  

Ecuador  


Tot.-il  .  . 
World's  total. 


•  «  «  «  * 


&lç*incr»  oí  too  lona  net  and 

Upward. 


Sailing  vesí^clü  of 
I      50  toDS  net 
r     and  upward. 


X. 


No. 


477 
314 
36 
61 

19 
6 

12 
2 

5 
4 

I 
2, 
S 
I 


Grow  to(u. 


701, 707 
î3<J.  30s 
4Í  321 

43,317 
9.415 
i'.4M 
4. 
2,  I 
2.  033 
1.488 
881 
528 
489 
382 


N«ttoa6.  I   No.  Nettonã. 


529.  7tt>i 
88,908 
30,  <  /)4 
28. I IÒ 
6,018 

4.  23Î 

2.  «:i7 

1.  3^ii 

I,  OC>tl 

739 


Total. 


457 


232 


^9 


I 


1  3,  oaj 

1.35*.  4^7 

1  320 

73. 519 

142 

73,  162 

1  ¡54 

3»,  1*71 

1  51 

12,419 

282 

'  54 

\.  1 

2(  ) 

I'  >.  45  3 

lO 

2,  ãiò 

Î7 

4,ât8 

7 

1.770 

2 

551 

7 

1.257 

2 

16 

4.  ^51 

3 

2,  214 

•* 

I,  I(H> 

386 

1,018, 037 
17.089, 596 


693. 875 
10, 761, 025 


,  4.  74S 
29.348 


1,617,  52s 
9t  135. 


Ko. 


4.  35c, 
634 
17- 
-13 
70 
60 
63Í 

2i 
31 

8 

4 

9 
I 

2 

ifV 

3 
4 
I 


5. 650 
560I40,  50326, 


Tona. 


2,  12U,  174 

212. 824 
1 1  S.  4^3 
ÏM,  35* 
21,834 

2rí,  6()6 
13,  (jí^o 
12,  õl  1 

4.  Ó49 
?.  706 

2, 

1,079 
1.746 

2Sa 

îf>9 

4.  351 
2,  214 
I.  109 
386 


2,  634,  562 
22s.  156 


The  totals  of  tonnage  in  the  foregoing  table  are  for  the  vessels 
m  both  the  sea-going  and  coasting  trades.    The  coasting  trade 

employs  the  ^^rearer  tonnage.  For  instance,  in  i8c)6  United  States 
tonnage  in  the  ioreign  trade  was  only  82Q,833  tons,  or  39  per  cent 
ot  the  whole. 

Oí  the  total  tonnage  of  the  American  Republics,  United  States 
has  about  three-fourths;  of  the  tonnage  of  the  world,  the  Amer- 
ican Republics  have  about  one-tenth,  and  the  United  States  about 
one-twelfth — seagoing. 

The  tonnage  movement  in  the  foreign  trade  of  United  States, 
showing  in  detail  the  participation  of  the  American  Republics  and 
in  gross  that  of  all  other  nationalities  or  flags,  on  an  average  for 
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the  ñve  years  of  1892-1896,  will  be  fonnd  in  the  toLlowing 
table: 


Tonnage  enttred  and  cleared  in  the  Joreign  trade  of  the  United  States, 


OountrivK. 

Entered. 

Cleareit 

With  car- 
KOt«. 

lu  batlaat. 

Total. 

Wall  tar- 
goes. 

I»  halliiat. 

Total. 

(  nst.i  Rliîa  . ,  1  

437 

/'  ;  //  ■ , 
,  ■  "  1 1 

/  ■>.■'. 

497 

92 

4".  "I 

1,  02i> 
2.468 

11.535 
238 

1.037 

Ó25  84 
55  55 

;,  .ji  •'!  7(1^ 

1.380  \m 
10.  S33 



I  .  '.iX-  

130;  199 

[ 

708 
tii 

!•    :  V 
1,070 
r.  885 

M  .  ■    i  I 
1.037 

335 

407 

'.'1   i  J  Í  J 

I,  O.'O 

2, 44» 

10,  734 
23S 
I.  «37 



Hi  i/il   

Chile  

55 

19. 436 



760 

400 
131 

34 



34 

T31 

■l..ial  

Uniied  Slates. . . , , . 

.\  Ml  I'  t  1  i'  ;i  :i 
Kepiibiics  . 
Foreign  

Aj^glcyali  .  .  . 

23.  31 1 
l.073,4<>4 

59.  775 
4.630,494 

40,234  21.344 
3.594, 1541.108.  497 

61.623 
4.  702, 651 

3.  594.  <J" 

IT,  67Q,  106 

1.  Q95,  00s   4,  690,  3091  3,  034,  3CÔ  i.  129.  fc4  1 
%  803,  977  TÇ,  483.  531:14.029.  3171,678.  17- 

4.  7i"4,  274 
'  ■  7'^7.  446 

If.  -;4.-i7 

4.  yííí 

2",  17  j,        t  7,      )■  7'        '^ui>,  i>i4 

1 

471.  7^' 1 

The  cream  of  the  traffic  was  skimmed  by  íbrcifín  vessels,  chiefly 
European.  Of  the  tonnage  bringing  cargoes  7646  per  cent  was 
foreign  and  23.54  per  cent  American.  Of  the  tonnage  taking 
cargoes  abroad  79  36  per  cent  was  foreign  and  20.64  per  cent 
American. 

The  proportion  of  tonnage  of  each  description  of  vessel  in  the 
traile,  coining  with  cargo  or  tor  cargo,  is  exhibited  in  the  two 
tables  tbl lowing: 
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C. 


INWARD  AND  OUTWARD. 

Command  of  employment  in  the  foreign  tr,ul<-  of  the  United  States  {average 

of  Jive  year%). 

Entranets  0/  vesttts. 


NaUonslity  of  vcwe1& 


rroportion  of  ton- 

tiAge  that  entered— 

\Vith 

In 

cartfo. 

1  

ballut. 

Ptr  ctnt. 

Per  cent. 

76.  81 

23.  19 

76.64 

23.  36 

66.77 

33-  23 

75-  42 

24.  58 

75. 7Ï 

24.  «9 

United  States  

Atnerican  Republics  (United  States  included) 

American  Republics  (rnited  States  excluded) 
Foreign  (other  than  American  Republics)  . . . . 
Aggregate  (all  included)  


t  ifaritm  ts  of  vessels. 


Kationatity  oí  vesseli». 


Proportion  of  ton- 
nage cleared— 


With 
cargo. 


Bereemt, 

United  St. it""-  j    7^.  43 

American  Republics  (United  States  included)...  ■  7^1.28 

American  Republics  (United  States  excluded)   ^)5-  3'^ 

Foreijfn  (other  than  Amrrican  Republics)   ^9- 95 

Aggregate  (all  i nclu d edj   Sf>.u3 


..I 


In 
ballast. 


/Vr  cent. 

23.57 
23.  73 

34.70 

ro.  05 

13. 97 


The  total  value  of  exports  ot  the  Ignited  States  tor  the  fiscal 
year  1896  was  $882,606,938.  Of  this  amount  $65,037,977,  or 
7.37  per  cent  of  the  whole,  went  to  the  American  Republics. 

The  total  value  of  imports  for  the  same  year  was  $779,724,674, 
of  which  $  1 37,425,888,  or  17.62  per  cent,  came  from  the  Ameri- 
can Republics. 
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The  details  ot  this  commerce,  with  the  participation  in  carriage 
of  American  vessels,  are  given  in  rhe  tollowing  statement: 


D. 

/  aiue  of  itu Jora^n  trade  of  United  States  u  itn  otlur  American  Repubiii  >  and 
percentage  earned  in  American  vessels,  ^scat  year  ending  J  une  jo,  /Sçó, 


Countite*. 


Haiti  

Smto  Domingp. 

Mexico  

Cfuatemala  . . . . . 
Costa  Rica  


Nicaragua 
Honduras 


Chile. 
Peru  . 


Bolivia... 
Paraguay . 


I'  *  *  *  •  «  • 


Totft)  •  


Per 
cent. 

XinpoTts. 

cent. 

TutaL 

Per 
cent. 

I4.  423.  502 

25.90 

$1,  697. 618 

23.  67 

$6,  Ï2X,  120 

35.36 

I,  o()4,  116 

90.  II 

2,  895. 069 

78.  06 

3.  959.  1^5 

81.  30 

ft  ^11  f-y 

13,  886.  34S 
a,  o8»).  027 

46.  67 
84.  27 

5, 338.086 

50.49 
81.90 

3, 158.059 

80.34 

1,  198.  612 

14. 51 

3.  835.  157 

8.  9» 

S.  033.  799 

10.  30 

;  1.608.573 

90.06 

I, 166. 970 

<iO.  34 

2.  775.  543 

90.  19 

1,269.015 

50.  22 

I,  2^"^.  <)22 

'21  >.  <Y  ' 

2.  <)}: 

35-  5'' 

610,621 

70.  50 

776,  644 

62.  62 

1. 387. 265 

66.  08 

14,  253. 1S7 

15.9-J 

71,  060,  046 

3-  71 

85.318. 233 

5-  74 

:  5.079.046 

10.  97 

9.  313.  3'5 

40.  91 

15,292.431 

-:!■).  21 

1  3. 838.  746 

85.  20 

9,  649.  91 1 

93.  62 

13.48S.  657 

i)ó.  50 

3.  382.  S^^ 

44.  n 

4,970.093 

16. 50 

8,  352,  680 

27.67 

3.43r.  3oS 

73 

4.  7'Vi.  017 

20.  43 

8, 140,  825 

16.  76 

I,  4S1,  200 

15.  39 

3.  24-.  4-:-> 

46.  66 

4,  723.  628 

36.  85 

9W.  3^1 

46.  72 

712.  696 

43.  12 

J,  71  -,  077 

'  6S9.416 

S2.  13 

763.  ^3 

91.87 

1. 453. 059 

87.  24 

1      ai,  9»í7 

5.  70 



31,907 

5-  70 

56. 326. 349 

132, 038,003 

34.79 

188, 354. 353 

38,89 

N '.(>;. — The  values  of  expom  and  imports  for  Mexico  are  those  for  the  commerce 

by  si  a  only. 

On  inspection  of  the  foregoing  table  several  important  ^cts 
appear; 

First.  In  the  hirgest  trade  of  United  States — the  Brazilian — 

there  is  the  least  eniplo\  iiicnt  for  Anu  rican  vessels.  The  \'ene- 
zuelan  toinnierce  has  the  largest  .American  carriage:  adverse  in 
the  taetor  ot  trade,  it  is  hi<;hlv  tavor.ihle  in  transportation.  At  10 
per  cent  tor  the  volume  of  trade,  the  transport  will  amount  to  the 
sum  of  $1,348,865,  of  which  the  American  share — 90.  j  per  cent — 
is  $1,220,72^,.  and  by  so  much  reduces  the  adverse  balance  of 
commerce.  In  the  case  of  Brazil,  however,  American  carriage  is 
so  small — 5.74  per  cent — it  cuts  a  low  figure  in  lessening  the 
adverse  balance  between  exports  and  imports.  At  12  percent 
for  the  transportation,  the  reduction  would  he  only  $^87,672 
out  ot  $ç6.So  1  .S^^j  — abour  1  pt  r  cent.  I  he  ik  eil  uî  American 
steamer^  in  îlic  lîr.r/ilian  tratle  i>  thus  matle  clear  and  po^itixe. 
Second.  Taking  tiic  average  value  of  transportation  tor  the 
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whole  commerce  shown  in  the  table — $188,254,252 — as  equal  to 
10  per  cent»  we  have  as  the  amount  involved  for  the  services  of 
vessels  the  sum  of  $18^825^.25.  The  American  share  of  this  sum, 
at  28^  per  cent  of  carriage,  is  $5,438,665 — ^possibly  a  third  of 
what  it  would  be  under  a  governmental  policy  which  would  regard 
transportation,  as  well  as  trade,  as  worth  having. 

I  hird.  As  an  example  of  what  should  be  attained  in  the  com- 
merce ot  the  American  Republics  we  may  look  at  the  state  oi 
trade  and  transport  with  the  following-named  countries:  Santo 
Domingo,  Mexico,  Guatamala,  Salvador,  Honduras,  Venezuela, 
and  Ecuador.  With  these  countries  American  shipping  (in  1896) 
did  more  than  half  the  carriage,  the  average  being  72.3  per  cent 
The  exports  amount  to  $19,781,003,  and  the  imports  to 
$31,218,612,  the  trade  being  adverse  by  $11,437,609,  but  the 
transportation  fevorable  by  $3,685,699  (taking  its  average  value 
at  10  per  cent).  The  reduction  ctFected  is  32.24  })er  cent,  while 
the  adverse  balance  oí  commerce  remaining  is  $7,751,910.  And 
we  may  note  that  if  all  the  carrying  h;ul  licen  done  bv  \ni<  ric:in 
vessels  there  would  still  be  an  adverse  balance  of  commerce  of 

Fourth.  In  the  whole  trade  shown  in  table  D  the  adverse  bal- 
anee  is  very  large — $75,801,754.  In  fact,  if  all  the  carrying  had 
been  done  by  American  vessels,  at  an  average  ratio  of  10  per  cent, 

amounrin}^^  to  $18,825.425,  and  it  were  added  to  the  total  sum  of 
the  exports  of  the  United  States — $56.226,249 — the  result  would 
tall  short  of  rhv  sum  of  her  imports  by  $750,080.  Here, 
also,  it  is  clear  and  positive  that  tht  inre  rest  of  United  States 
requires  the  increased  employment  of  American  shipping. 

The  share  of  transportation  of  each  American  Republic  in  its 
own  trade  with  United  States  is  very  small.  Only  ñve  countries 
gav€  any  employment  to  its  own  vessels  in  its  own  trade  in  1 896, 
viz: 


Country.  ¡  Entered.  ^  Cleared. 


Tons.    I  /"'IS. 

Chile                                                                               io.6ir)  6,330 

Brazil                                                                               3.      '  a.  626 

Haiti                                                                                      925  I  <>89 

Mexico                                                                                       334  i  534 

Nicaragua,.  4S  i  4$ 
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The  British  flag  is  found  in  the  trade  of  every  one  of  the 
Republics  with  United  States,  and  predominates  m  most  of 
them.  The  American,  Norwegian,  German,  Dutch,  and  Italian 
flags  follow  in  order.  The  trade  with  Argentina  employs  12 
European  flags;  that  with  Brazil  13,  besides  3  American. 

Unittxl  States  trade  with  Argentina  and  Rrazil  shows  a  balance 
in  their  favor  of  $60.1  36,198.  but  the  balance  oí  commerce  would 
be  20  per  cent  less  if  United  States  shipping  had  been  employed. 
A  fair  commerce  would  give  an  equal  employment  to  the  vessels 
of  the  countries  exchanging  products.  But  a  country  having  an 
adverse  balance  to  meet  in  its  trade  with  another  is  justly  entitled 
to  equalize  it  by  an  excess  of  transportation.  Countries  not  con- 
cerned in  the  trades  of  others  have  no  rightful  claims  upon  the 
transport  involved.  These  are  the  principles  of  a  fair  commerce, 
uh<  r«  rcjual  N  aliirs  arc  ti>  l)c  rxchanged  lor  fcj^ual,  the  expense  of 
transportation  incluiied. 

They  had  their  best  application  in  the  French  navigation  law, 
set  aside  by  Louis  Napoleon  in  i860,  which  provided  that  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise  could  be  imported  direct  iirom  foreign 
countries  in  French  vessels,  or  in  vessels  belonging  to  the  coun- 
tries of  which  they  were  the  growth,  product,  or  manufacture, 
goods  by  vessels  of  such  country,  however,  paying  like  those  by 
all  foreign  vessels,  a  differential  tluty  of  10  per  cent  and  upward 
higher  than  by  ships  of  the  French  flag.  After  the  Napoleonic 
wars  this  law  built  up  the  I  rench  marine.  While  it  stood  there 
was  no  need  tor  a  bounty  system  of  ship  protection.  When  it 
was  set  aside  it  was  s(X)n  demonstrated  that  something  must  take 
its  place  if  French  shipping  was  to  keep  the  sea.  So  France 
passed  from  advantageous  to  unprofitable  protection,  though  any 
system  is  better  than  no  participation  in  the  carriage  of  her  foreign 
commerce. 
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THE  ST.  LOUIS  SPANISH  CLUB. 

By  James  Arbucklk,  JlaMagfr. 

The  St.  Louis  Spanish  Club  is  the  outgrowth  ot  the  interest 
taken  by  St.  Louis  manuâcturers  and  merchants  in  foreign  trade 
twenty-five  years  ago.  Through  this  interest  the  Merchants*  Ex- 
change of  St.  Louts  was  induced  in  1884.  establish  a  committee 
known  as  the  **  Mexican,  Central  and  South  American  Com- 
mittee." I'oreign  trade  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  in  1887, 
L.  D.  KiNGSLANi),  S.  L.  Riggers,  and  Hugknk  Mc  yuiixis,  con- 
ceived the  idea  of  forming  a  special  organi/arion  for  the  pur- 
pose of  encouraging  commercial  and  social  relations  with  Mexico, 
Central  and  South  America,  but  not  until  August  22,  1890,  was 
there  an  absolute  organization  perfected  under  the  name  of  the 
**St.  Louis  Spanish  Club."  The  cause  lor  this  delay  was,  that 
inasmuch  as  the  efforts  made  by  the  committee  of  the  Merchants* 
Exchange  had  been  so  effective,  the  citizens  of  St.  Louis  felt  that 
a  separate  organization  might  weaken  the  g(H)d  work  a'frcady 
accomplished.  In  Augu:>t,  1890.  however,  the  name  and  iaiiK  t)i 
tlx-  manufacturers  ami  merchants  ot  St.  Louis  had  beconie  so 
permanently  impressed  upon  the  sister  republics  south  ot  United 
States,  that  it  was  felt  the  time  had  arrived  when  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  to  establish  an  organization  devoted  especially  to  foreign 
trade  matters*  The  gentlemen  above  named  called  a  meeting  at 
the  Merchants*  Exchange,  which  was  largely  attended,  and  the 
following  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  : 

Rtfso/vej,  That  an  association  be  tbrtncd,  to  be  known  as  the  St.  Loiiis  Span- 
ish Club,  to  foster  and  encourage  trade  relations  between  Sr.  i,nins  and  the 
Latin-American  countries,  to  insure  friendly  Iccling  between  ihu.^c  ii.iHuns  and 
ourselves,  and  for  the  purpose  ot"  aiding  its  members  in  learning  to  speak,  read, 
and  write  the  Spanish  language. 

The  organization  resulted  in  the  unanimous  election  of  the  fol- 
lowing officers:  L.  D.  KiNGSLAND,  President;  S.  L.  Biggers, Sec- 
retary; Eugene  McQuillin,  Treasurer.  Mortimer  F,  Taylor 
and  Henry  Stanley  were  elected  as  Directors,  who,  with  the 
officers  above  mentioned,  composed  the  Directory. 
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The  Directory  iinmediately  entend  upon  their  duties  and  sent 
circulars  throughout  Latin  America,  announcing  the  organization 
of  the  Sl  Louis  Spanish  Club,  and  ot  their  earnest  desire  to 
meet  the  prominent  men  of  the  différent  countries  lying  south 
of  United  States.  The  replies  were  encouraging,  and  almost 
immediately  several  delegations  and  excursions  were  received  from 
Mexico  and  fittingly  entertained  by  the  Spanish  Club,  heartily 
supported  by  the  citizens  of  St.  Louis. 

In  No\t:iiber,  l8<;l,  an  excursion  of  the  members  ot*  the  St. 
Louis  Spanish  Club  was  matie.  by  special  train,  tlirougiiout  Mex- 
ico. They  carried  with  them  a  handsome  souvenir,  in  the  shape 
of  a  descriptive  pamphlet  photographing  in  a  minute  way  the 
public  buildings,  parks,  and  private  residences  of  St.  Louis^  with 
detailed  descriptions  of  the  manufacturing  and  mercantile  interests 
of  the  city.  The  Republic  of  Mexico  extended  to  them  a  con- 
tinuous ovation  throughout  their  trip.  They  were  received  by 
that  great  statesman.  President  Diaz,  and  a  banquet  was  given 
them  such  as  can  only  be  tendered  by  so  hospitable  a  peopUr  as 
the  Mexican^.  Every  Governor  throui^li  whose  State  the  excur- 
sionists [)assed  duplicated  the  reception  given  by  the  President. 

The  citizens  ot  Mexico  on  all  occasions  expressed  themselves 
as  highly  pieaM d  with  the  advent  of  so  many  representative  St. 
Louisians,  emphasizing  their  pleasure  by  saying  it  was  the  first 
visit  of  the  kind  they  had  ever  received.  As  a  natural  result,  a 
warm  friendship  immediately  sprung  u¡)  between  the  Mexicans 
and  the  St.  Louisians.  This  extended  not  only  to  the  commer^ 
cial  but  also  to  the  social  world.  Since  that  time  St.  Louis  has 
continued  to  favorably  impress  her  cotuniercial  personal irv  upon 
Latin  Ani<  rica,  until  now  she  stands  almost  without  a  rival  indiis 
desiral)ie  tr;ul<'. 

I  he  original  oilicers  continued  at  the  head  ot  artairs  in  the  Club 
until  1894,  when  they  teit  that  others  should  take  up  the  line  of 
work  inaugurated  by  them.  Great  praise  is  due  to  L.  D.  Kings- 
land,  the  President,  for  the  able  manner  in  which  he  directed  the 
Club  in  its  usefulness  to  the  business  community.  L.  J.  \V.  Wall 
was  called  to  the  Presidency,  and  George  T.  Parker  and  H.  E. 
Bliss  were,  respectively,  elected  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  These 
gentlemen  continued  the  good  work  ot  their  predecessors,  and  in 
1895  Jamís  a.  Kkakdon  succeeded  L.  J.  W  .  Wau.  as  President. 
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Mr.  Rkardon-  applied  himself  with  energy  and  zeal  to  the  detailed 
working  of  the  organization,  and  is  recognized  by  the  citizens  of 
St.  Louis  as  **the  right  man  in  the  right  place.'' 

St.  Louis  being  the  largest  grain  market  in  the  Mississippi 
Valley,  her  exports  in  1896  to  foreign  countries  were  the  heaviest 
in  tonnage  and  money  value.  The  grain  exported  by  St.  Louis 
housts  by  rail  and  by  river  exceeded  ^7.000,000  bushels.  Of 
this  amount  10,527,208  were  iorvvardcd  b\  rivt  r  to  New  Orleans, 
3,059,750  by  rail  to  the  Atlantic  Seaboard,  and  1 18,8^7  to  Cuba 
and  Mexico.  About  4,000,000  bushels  of  wheat  and  20,000,000 
bushels  of  com  were  exported  by  Sl  Louis  by  all-rail  lines  to 
New  Orleans,  Galveston,  and  Newport  News  for  export  by 
steamer  and  sailing  vessels.  The  city  has  an  immense  trade  also^ 
in  flour,  with  foreign  countries,  Sl  Louis  brands  being  well  known 
everywhere.  It  shipped,  in  1896,  374,621  barrels  to  Europe, 
Canada,  Central  and  South  .America,  Mexico,  West  Indies,  and 
Africa,  the  Latin-American  countries  taking  32.381  barrels. 
Large  ex})orts  ot  bran  were  made  to  Europe.  Its  exports  oí  live- 
stock— mules  to  Cuba  and  Mexico,  fine  horses  to  Europe  and 
Mexico,  cattle  to  European  and  Latin-American  countries,  and 
live  hogs  to  Mexico,  etc — ^will  reach  nearly  $1,000,000.  The 
trade  of  St.  Louis  in  manu&ctures  is  likewise  large  and  increas* 
ing.  Its  furniture,  including  reclining  and  other  chairs  ibr  rail- 
roads and  street  cars,  exported  to  Mexico,  Central  and  South 
America.  West  Indies,  Europe,  and  Atrica,  sums  up  $900,000. 
In  agricultural  machinery,  including  vehicles  of  all  kinds,  its 
exports  are  alx>ut  $  :;oo,ooo.  In  iron  railroati  supplies  and  hard- 
ware, St.  Louis  exports,  mostly  to  Latin  America,  about  $500,000. 
Its  exports  of  machinery  aggregated,  in  1896,  nearly  $500,000. 
Its  chemicals  and  proprietary  medicines  amount  to  $250,000.  St 
Louis  beer  bears  a  high  reputation,  and  shipments  to  Latin 
America  exceed  annually  $350,000,  and,  including  other  coun- 
tries, $2,000,000.  Its  exports  in  electrical  apparatus  and  sup* 
plies  amount  to  $800,000;  in  barbed  wire  to  $240,000;  and  in 
glass  and  crockery  ware,  $200,000. 

The  St.  Louis  Spanish  Club  comprises  in  its  present  mi  inhcr- 
ship  nearly  two  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  stronp  >r  h()u-^(^  ot  the 
city,  in  every  line  of  trade.  The  scope  of  the  Club  iias  been 
materially  widened  during  the  last  two  years.    Its  attention  is  no 
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longer  contînt  il  to  the  American  R(  jniblics.  Inibrmation  is  kept 
on  Hie  regarding  all  parts  ot  the  world  where  it  is  possible  for 
St  Louis  merchants  to  prosecute  their  business,  and  they  are 
greatly  assisted  rh»  reby  in  extending  their  field  of  action.  Its 
plan  of  organization  is  now  ^^to  promote  trade  relations  between 
the  City  of  St.  Louis  and  Mexico,  the  Central  and  South  Ameri- 
can  Republics,  the  West  Indies^  and  other  countries."  Briefly, 
its  aims  are  outlined  as  follows: 

"To  fiimish  reliable  information  about  business  matters  in 
Spuni.sh  American,  and  orhrr  countries,  lur  our  manufacturers 
and  exporters.  To  {)r(K:urc  the  best  intorniation  as  to  tlx-  needs 
of  those  countrit  s:  advices  of  new  enterprises  in  steam  and  street 
railroads,  mills,  mines,  light  and  power  plants,  waterworics,  sewage 
works,  bridges,  wharves,  and  all  mercantile  and  manufacturing 
establishments  likely  to  need  St  Louis  products.  To  supply 
information  as  to  the  needs  and  requirements  ot  foreign  merchants; 
how  to  get  their  trade,  and  thus  to  facilitate  our  members  in  knowing 
just  what  character  of  goods  to  ofler  them  ;  how  to  pack  and  the 
best  mode  of  ship{)ing  goods.  To  suggest  from  time  to  time  the 
best  means  for  transportation  \\nv>  extending  tacilitic^  roall  points, 
anil  in  procuring  the  best  rates  possible  tor  mrmbers,  aiul  to  keep 
them  inlormed  of  changes.  To  provide  suitable  offices  in  the 
city  to  conduct  these  atíãirs,  to  which  foreign  bxiyers  are  invited 
and  where  interpreters  provided.  To  make  the  Association  a 
source  of  information  for  importers  in  fruits,  coffee,  chicle,  cocoa, 
valuable  woods,  hides,  etc.,  and  to  promote  the  consignment  of 
these  products,  atid  thus  further  reciprocity  with  St.  Louis.  To 
establish  a  Bureau  of  Commercial  Information  as  to  the  standing 
and  roponsibility  of  torcign  merchants  w  iio  may  ckal  wiili  h[. 
Louis.  .\  Translating  Hureau  i>  also  maintained.  The  letters  oí 
members  and  orb*  rs  from  foreign  merchants  and  correspondents 
arc  translated,  and  when  answers  are  written  they  arc  translated 
into  the  desired  foreign  tongue  ready  for  transmission  by  post. 
The  Bureau  of  Commercial  Credits  of  the  Club  is  increasing  in 
usefulness,  and  the  standing  of  merchants  in  any  part  of  the 
world  b  procured  for  the  members.  In  ûlcU  in  every  line  of 
commercial  information  it  is  fully  e(jui|  ped,  and  its  files  are  con- 
stantly ii>rd  in  gathering  and  disseminating  important  commer- 
cial iniormation  ot  every  character." 
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BOLIVIA. 

RAILWAY  CONCESSION. 

The  Belgian  Charge  d'aflaires  at  Santiago,  Chile,  announces 
that  the  Bolivian  Gov«*mment  has  recently  granted  to  Mr. 
Domingo  Costa  a  concession  for  a  railway  to  start  from  a  port 
on  the  Pacific,  to  be  ceded  to  Bolivia  by  virtue  of  a  recent  treaty 
with  Chile.  The  railway  will  pass  through  Oruro,  terminating 
at  Cochabamba,  and  shall  have  a  gauge  of  i  meter. 

The  terms  of  the  concession  require  that  the  rcjnstnu  rion  of 
the  road  '^hiiW  begin  three  months  after  tlie  approval  of  the  plans, 
which  must  he  submitted  six  months  after  the  signing  of  the  con- 
tract. S(>\  entyftve  kilometers  are  to  be  built  and  opened  up  for 
traffic  each  year. 

The  Government  guarantees  an  interest  of  6  per  cent  on  the 
capital  secured  by  50  per  cent  of  the  revenues  of  the  port  above 
mentioned. 

BOLIVIAN  ORIENTAL  RAILWAY  COMPANY. 

Mr.  C.  DE  CouTOULY,  the  French  Chargé  d'afíaires,  writing 
from  La  Pa/.,  under  date  of  April  15,  says:  . 

The  Bolivian  Government  has  granted  to  Mr.  Swan,  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  a  concession  for  a  railway  which,  starting 
irom  a  point  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Paraguay  River  to  be 
determined  upon,  shall  terminate  at  Santa  Cruz  de  la  Sierra,  cap- 
ital of  the  department  of  that  name.  Branches  of  the  line  are  to 
be  extended  in  the  direction  of  l^eni,  Acre,  and  Madre  de  Dios. 
The  concessionary  svndieafe  is  the  American  Development  Com- 
pany; the  construction  company  will  be  organized  under  the 
name  of  The  Bolivian  Oriental  Railway  Company. 

The  company  receives  from  the  Government  a  guaranty  of  6 
per  cent  interest  during  twenty  years,  with  mortgage  on  the  cus» 
toms  revenues,  present  and  future,  of  the  regions  bordering  upon 
Paraguay  and  the  department  of  Beni;  and  a  grant  of  8,000 
square  leagues  of  vacant  lands,  of  which  3,000  are  in  Chaco, 
3,000  in  northwestern  Bolivia,  and  2,000  in  the  departments  of 


Digitized  by  Google 


i86 


BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


Beni  and  Santa  Cruz;  exemption  of  all  import  duties  on  neces- 
sary materials. 

The  syndicate  must  deposit  a  guaranty  oí  50,000  bolivianos 
within  twelve  months  from  the  1st  of  February. 

BRAZIL— I- RANCK. 
THE  ARBITRATION  TREATY. 

Sefïhor  Prudente  de  Moraes,  President  of  Brazil,  transmitted 

to  Congress  on  the  10th  of  May,  for  its  approval,  the  arbitration 
trcary  decided  upon  April  10,  for  the  settlement  of  the  boundary 
line  betM'een  French  Guiana  and  l  >r  i/il. 

I'ollowing  is  the  English  translation  of  the  treaty,  taken  from 
the  Portuguese  text,  as  published  in  the  Paiz  (oííicial  journal)  of 
May  12: 

The  Government  of  thfc  Rcpablic  of  che  United  States  of  Brazil,  and  the 
Government  of  the  French  Republic,  desiring  to  definitely  establish  the  frontiers 
of  Brazil  and  French  Guiana,  have  to  this  end  agreed  to  have  recourse  to  the 

arbitral  decision  of  the  Government  of  the  Swiss  Confederation. 

The  arbiter  shall  be  invited  to  decide  which  is  the  Japoc  or  Vincent  Pinson 
River,  and  to  fix  upon  the  interior  limit  of  the  territory. 

For  the  conc  lusion  of  the  treaty,  the  two  Governments  have  appointed  their 

plciiipotcmlarics  as  tolluws  : 

The  president  ot'  the  Republic  of  the  United  States  oi'  Brazil  has  appointed 
Genfrai.  Dyonisio  Evangelista  de  Castro  Cerqueira,  minister  of  foreign 
relations. 

The  president  of  the  French  Republic  has  appointed  Mr.  Stephen  Pichón, 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  that  Republic  to  Brazil. 

These  plenipotentiaries,  after  having  exchanged  their  full  powers,  which  weïc 
found  to  be  in  good  and  due  form,  resolved  upon  the  following  articles  : 

Article  1.  The  Republic  of  the  tíFníted  States  of  Brazil  contends  that, 
according  to  the  precise  meaning  of  article  8  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  the 
Japoc,  or  Vincent  Pinson  River,  is  the  Oyapoc,  which  empties  into  the  ocean  at 
the  west  of  the  Cape  of  Orange,  and  chat  the  boundary  line  should  follow  the 
thiilTrffr  of  this  river. 

The  French  Republic  contends  that,  according  to  the  precise  meanintr  ot  the 
article  of  the  treaty  of  LTtrccht,  the  Japoc  or  Vincent  Pin?on  River  is  the  Ara- 
guary  (  Araouary)  River,  svJiich  empties  into  the  ocean  south  of  Cape  Nord, 
and  that  the  boundary  line  should  follow  the  thalzieg  oi  this  river. 

The  arbiter  shall  definitely  settle  the  pontentions  of  the  two  parties  by 
adopting  in  his  decision,  which  shall  be  obligatory  and  without  appeal,  one  of 
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the  two  rivrr^  claimed  as  boundary,  or,  if  he  deems  just,  one  oí'  the  rivers  situ- 
ated between  these  two. 

Articlf  2.  The  Republic  of  the  United  State-  of  Brazil  contends  that  the 
interior  boumlarv.a  part  of  which  has  been  temporarily  recoeni^ed  l>y  the  Paris 
convention  ot  August  28,  1817,  is  tiic  parallel  of  2''  24  whicli,  Marling  Iruni 
the  Oyapoc,  endt  at  the  Dutch  Guiana  frontier. 

France  contends  that  the  interior  boundary  is  a  Une  which»  starting  from  the 
principal  source  of  the  principal  branch  of  the  Araguary,  flows  in  a  westerly 
direction  parallel  to  the  Amazon  River,  to  the  left  banK  of  the  Rio  Branco,  and 
follows  this  river  to  its  meeting  with  the  extreme  point  of  the  Acarary  Mountain. 

The  arbiter  shall  decide  definitely  what  the  interior  boundary  is  by  adopting 
in  his  decision,  which  shall  be  ^Migatory  and  without  appeal,  one  of  the  lines 
claimed  by  the  two  parties,  or  in  ciK^o^ine,  as  an  intermediary  solution,  from  the 
principal  snurcc  of  the  ri\  er,  decided  upon  as  heinc  the  Japoc  or  \'inccnt  Pin- 
son River,  to  the  frontier  ot  Dutch  Guiana,  the  line  of  division  of  the  waters 
of  the  Ania/.un  ba>in,  which  in  this  region  is  almost  entirely  constituted  by  the 
ridge  of  Mounts  Tuniac-Humac. 

Article  3.  In  order  to  enable  the  arbiter  to  pronounce  his  decision,  each  one 
of  the  two  parties  shall,  in  eight  months  after  the  exchange  of  ratifications  of 
the  present  treat) ,  present  to  htm  a  memorandum  containing  the  statement  of 
their  rights  and  the  documents  in  support  of  them.  These  printed  memoranda 
shall  be  at  the  same  time  communicated  to  the  contracting  parties, 

AaricLB  4.  Ac  the  expiration  of  the  period  mentioned  in  article  5  each  one  of 
the  parties  shall  be  accorded  an  extension  of  eight  months  in  which  to  present 
to  the  arbiter,  should  they  deem  necessary,  a  second  memorandum  in  answer  to 
the  arguments  presented  by  the  other  party. 

Article  5.  The  arbiter  ^haî!  have  the  right  to  exact  from  the  partie-  the 
necc^^arv  explanation^  and  to  détermine  upon  anv  terniv  not  already  proviidcd 
for  in  the  arbitration  proceedings  and  upon  the  occurring  incident^. 

Aruclló.  The  expenses  of  the  arbitration  procceduig*  established  by  the 
arbiter  shall  be  divided  equally  between  the  contracting  parties. 

Article  7.  The  communications  between  the  representatives  of  the  contract- 
ing parries  shall  be  through  the  intermediary  of  the  Department  of  Foreign 
Aífiúrs  of  the  Swiss  Confederation. 

AancLS  8.  The  arbiter  shall  pronounce  his  decision  within  the  maximum 
period  of  one  year,  counting  from  the  date  of  deposit  of  the  first  memorandum, 
or  of  the  second  if  the  parties  have  answered  each  other. 

Article  9.  Once  the  legal  formalities  complied  with,  this  treaty  shall  he 
ratified  by  the  two  Governments,  and  the  ratifications  shall  be  exchanged  in  the 
federal  capital  of  the  l  -nitcd  States  of  Brazil  within  the  period  of  four  months, 
or  beîore  it  it  be  possioic. 

In  witness  ut  which  the  re<;pective  plcnipotcntiarici  sign  the  said  treaty  and 
affix  their  seal  at  Rio  dc  Janeiro,  Federal  capital  of  the  Republic  of  the  United 
States  of  Brazil,  on  the  tenth  day  of  April,  1897. 

(Signed)  DvoNisto  E.  Castko  Cerqi/eika. 

(Signed)  S.  PmcHoÑ. 
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STATE  OF  SÃO  PAULO. 

The  Bureau  has  rec(  i\  (  il,  through  the  courrrsy  oí'  Minisfer 
Mendonva,  a  copy  ot  the  m<'hsage  oí  President  Campos  Salles, 
addressed  to  the  legislature  of  the  State  ot  Sao  Paulo  on  the  occa- 
sion of  the  convening  of  that  body  on  the  7th  of  April  last. 

In  the  message  reference  is  made  to  the  improved  condition  of 
the  public  health  throughout  the  State,  and  the  belief  is  expressed 
that  with  the  completion  of  the  extended  system  of  sanitation  at 
the*  port  of  Santos,  and  elsewhere,  the  annual  recurrence  of  the 
yellow  fever  epidemic  will  be  completely  extinguished. 

The  important  subj»  t  t  of  iniini^ration  is  treated  at  much  length. 
In  the  year  iH()6  rhr  total  inimi^'ration  \\a^  74,918.  It  is  further 
shown  that  tiit  total  immigration  to  the  State  of  Sào  Paulo  since 
1827  amounted  to  701,2 1 1  people,  of  whom  493^535  were  Italians, 
the  rest  Portuguese,  Spanish,  Germans,  etc.  The  message  recom- 
mends the  continuance  of  the  system  of  assisted  immigration.  In 
concluding  this  subject  the  President  says: 

It  is  my  intention  to  start  new  centers  (nuclei),  each  one  with 
elements  exclusively  derived  from  a  single  nationality.  In  regard 
to  the  advanta;:(  >  obtained  we  shall  thus  be  enabled  to  studv  and 
recogni'/e  practical!)  which  nationalities  supply  the  best  t}{)es  for 
the  settlement  of  the  State,  besities  in  this  manner  organizing 
powerful  centers  of  attraction,  by  means  of  which  we  shall  be 
enabled  to  break  down  the  obstinacy  of  those  foreign  Govern- 
ments that,  badly  informed,  persist  in  maintaining  exceptional 
measures  against  us. 

Such,  in  my  opinion,  are  the  two  processes  that  the  govern- 
ment of  the  State  should  adopt  for  the  solution  of  the  dual  problem 
of  settlement  and  labor.  In  a  matter  of  such  importance  and  of 
such  urgent  necessity,  it  is,  ncN  ertheless,  necessary  to  procct  il  with 
{)riui(  n(-e  and  in  obedience,  before  all,  to  the  coimcils  ot  experience. 
It  is  impt)>sihlr  go  by  jum[>s  irom  one  extreme  to  another  in 
matters  of  a  difficult  nature  that  exact  cautions  and  well-reflected 
conduct  on  the  part  of  the  Government;  but  I  shall  never  forget 
that  the  question  of  immigration  is  a  vital  one  for  the  State  of  São 
Paulo." 
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The  railway  mileage  is  given  as  below  : 

Kilometers. 

In  operation  3i037 

Under  contract  3, 043 

In  construction   413 

The  President  is  urgent  in  his  recommendations  for  liberal 
action  in  b(  halt  ot  organized  public  instruction.  The  amount 
asked  for  in  the  hmiget  for  the  purpose  is  6,736,820  milreis. 
1  hert  :\rv  in  the  State  2,246  public  schools,  to  which  should  be 
added  2,077  model  or  private  schools.  The  total  matriculation 
is  fjiven  at  32,467  pupils. 

The  total  revenue  of  the  State  for  the  ñscal  year  of  1896  is 
set  down  at  57^329,364$79i,  and  the  total  expenditures  at 
5i,7i2,337$25i,  leaving  a  balance  of  5,6i7,o29$540  to  be  car- 
ried forward  to  the  credit  of  the  fiscal  year  1897. 

In  conclusion  tlic  Presidt-nt  says: 

"Order  is  maintained,  wealth  increases,  intlustries  are  started, 
labor  is  coinp(  n>:ired  and  attracts  new  hands,  the  soi!  is  settled, 
youth  instructed,  and  the  people  educated,  and  in  the  center  of 
the  enormous  movement,  throwing  on  all  sides  the  vivifying  light 
of  liberty,  rises,  sovereign,  imperishable,  inaccessible  to  attack,  and 
superior  to  all  dangers,  The  Republic." 

Note.— The  Bcazilian  milreis  is  at  present  approximately  equal  in  value  to  ao  cents 
American  currency. 


COLOMBIA. 

MONOPOLY  OF  THE  MANUFACTURE  AND  SALE  OF  MATCHES. 

Mr.  Jacob  Sleeper,  l^nited  States  consul-general  at  Bogota, 
Colombia,  in  a  dispatrh  to  the  Department  of  State,  dated  June 
1,  1897,  incloses  a  copy  of  the  Diario  Oficial  containing  th<  ba>is 
of  a  contract  tor  the  monopoly  of  matches  in  that  Republic,  the 
principal  points  of  which  are  as  follows: 

1.  The  monopoly  of  the  production  and  sale  of  matches  in 
Colombia  for  a  period  of  twenty-ñve  years. 

2.  The  establishment  of  factories  in  certain  departments  of  the 
Republic. 

BnU.  Ko.  2  3 
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3.  A  reduction  oí  írom  10  to  20  per  cent  on  the  present  price. 

4.  The  payment  of  640,000  francs  per  annum. , 

5.  An  advance  payment  of  8,000,000  francs  on  account  of 
yearly  payments. 

This  contract  is  to  be  given  in  licitation,  said  licttation  to  take 
phice  four  months  from  the  date  of  its  publication  in  the  OfBcial 
Gazette. 

COLOMBIAN    INDIA   RUBBKR    lAPLORATION  COMPANY, 

(LIMi'IED.) 

A  company  with  the  above  name  has  recently  been  registered 
in  London. 

The  stock  of  the  company  is  stated  to  be  $1,^00,000,  and  its 
purposes  as  set  forth  in  the  articles  ot  iiu orporation  are:  To  carry 
on  the  hnsiiK  ss  ot  tree  growers,  india-rubber  manuiacrurers  and 
mere  hunts,  timber  growers  and  merchants;  to  acipiire  from  any 
company,  state,  sovereign,  government,  authority,  person  or  per- 
sons any  concessions,  grants,  options,  drcrrr?^.  powers  and  privileges 
whatsoever;  and  further,  to  carry  on  the  business  of  mining,  mill- 
ing, smelting,  and  metallurgical  company  in  all  its  branches;  to 
ac  (^uire  any  lands  and  estates,  and  to  develop,  deal  with,  and  turn 
to  account  the  same  by  clearing,  draining,  farming,  planting,  and 
building  thereon;  to  lay  out  towns  and  villages,  and  to  promote 
immigration  thereto;  to  construct,  maintain,  and  work  rail  and 
tram  roads,  telegraph  lines,  canals,  reservoirs,  strrc  ts,  buildings, 
machinery,  and  other  works  and  appliances  ot  ail  kinds. 

This  enterprise  is  s;iid  to  be  the  outgrowth  ot  an  agreement 
made  April  2,  1897,  between  the  Colombian  Syndicate,  Limited, 
and  Mr.  B.  R.  Alena  as  trustee  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  new 
company. 


HONDURAS. 

AGRICULTURAL  CONDITIONS. 
[From  United  State*  Consular  Reports,  june,  1897.] 

Mr,  R.  J.  PAytiN, ot  Red  I'Ork,  Indian  Territory,  has  received 
a  letter  from  the  President  of  Honduras  in  response  to  an  inquiry 
as  to  the  possibilities  of  coBêe  culture  in  that  country.  Mr. 
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Paquin  has  consented  to  tlic  publication  ot  the  letter,  a  translation 
of  which  is  as  tbliows: 

Esveemed  Sir:  1  have  the  pleasure  to  refer  to  your  letter  of  last  January.  I 
am  able  to  assure  you,  without  any  fear  of  making  a  mistake  or  seeming  to 

exaggerate,  that  among  all  the  States  of  Central  America,  Honduras  is  the  one 
whose  lands  are  best  adapted  to  the  cultivation  of  coiFec,  the  best  of  said  lands 
being  in  the  departments  of  Capán»  Santa  Barbara,  Yoro,  Cortez,  and  Olancho, 
which  have  the  adranrapf  of  heinp  situated  near  the  coast.  In  the  interior,  the 
best  lands  are  those  in  the  departments  oí  Ei  Paraíso,  La  Paz,  and  Comayagua. 

1  think  it  well  to  remind  you  that,  owing  to  the  vast  extent  and  the  sparse 
population  of  the  territory  of  Honduras,  it  is  very  difficult  to  secure  a  suliicient 
number  of  hands  iur  agricultural  labor.  Tliis  difficulty,  however,  may  be  over- 
come if  the  party  engaging  in  an  enterprise  brings  with  Mm  or  imports  foreign 
laborers,  who  are  liberally  protected  by  the  law  governing  agriculture. 

The  difficulty  in  question  would  likewise  disappear  if  you  should  prefer  lands 
situated  near  the  towns  ;  but  these  lands,  besides  not  being  so  good  as  the  others, 
unfortunately  belong  to  the  towns,  and  in  order  to  acquire  50  manzanas  (the 
manzana  is  a  measure  of  100  yards  quare),  which  is  the  maximum  amount  that 
can  be  granted  to  one  person,  it  would  be  necessary  to  pay  annually  the  sum  of 
2$  cents  per  manzana  as  rent. 

A<;  reeards  the  lands  hclonpinp  rn  the  nation,  they  may  be  had  gratuitously, 
in  [^mportion  to  the  maenitiule  ot  the  enterprise  that  is  to  he  set  on  foot;  and 
the  Government  will  have  no  objection  to  making  concessions  which  would 
greatly  facilitate  the  success  of  the  enterprise. 

The  cost  of  plantations  is  ordinarily  $150  for  each  thousand  trees,  and  the 
average  production  of  each  tree  is  2  pounds  per  annum  after  the  second  crop. 

Honduras  is  distinguished,  moreover,  among  the  countries  of  America  by  the 
abundance  and  wealth  of  its  mines  of  all  sorts,  so  that  I  can  assure  you  that  any 
enterprise  of  this  kind  that  should  be  earnestly  established  and  well  directed 
would  find  in  the  entire  territory  valuable  vdns  that  could  be  successfully  worked. 
Nevertheless,  the  departments  of  the  State  which  promise  most  in  this  regard 
are  Choluteca,  which  borders  on  the  Pacific  and  which  abounds  in  rich  gold 
mines;  Olancho,  near  the  northern  coast,  in  which  there  are  numerous  gold- 
bearing  placers  and  rivers  bearing  hiehlv  \'a!uah!e  sands  of  gold  ;  and  those  of 
Comayagu  I,  Kl  Paraíso,  and  Tegucigalpa,  which  contain  silver  mines  that  have 
never  been  worked. 

In  order  to  acquire  any  mineral  zone,  a  claim  to  it  must  be  presented  to  the 
Government  which  recognizes  it,  provided  it  does  no<  affect  rights  previously 
acquired  by  another  person  or  company.  The  party  receiving  the  concession  is 
then  required  to  pay  an  annual  tax  of  25  cents  for  each  manzana  of  land. 

Transportation  generally  takes  place  by  means  of  beasts  of  burden,  and  in 
some  departments  by  means  of  carts,  the  amount  paid  for  both  being  relatively 
low. 

The  inhabitants  of  Honduras  are  generous  and  hospitable  to  foreigners,  and 
their  laws  are  liberal  and  afford  ample  protection  to  immigrants  coming  to  the 
country  to  engage  in  honest  labor. 
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The  territory  of  Híuiíliiras  is  intersected  with  hiih  and  valleys,  and  its 
climate  is  cxreedinely  \  aried.  On  the  tua¡.ts  it  is  hot;  but  in  the  interior,  on 
the  tablelands  and  in  the  valleys,  it  is  temperate,  delightful,  and,  in  some  places, 
cold.  This  variety  of  climate  renders  the  country  suitable  for  the  cultivation 
of  alinosc  all  the  agricultural  product»  of  every  xone.  The  only  line  of  rail- 
way in  the  country  starts  from  Puerto  Cortez»  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  is  52 
miles  long,  and  terminates  at  La  Pimienta,  crossing  the  large  and  fertile  valley 
of  £1  Sula  from  north  to  south. 

I  think  it  well  to  say  that,  before  entering  upon  an  enterprise  the  success  of 
■which  might  bc  doubtful,  it  would  be  well  for  you  or  for  some  other  person 
having  experience  in  such  matters,  and  in  whom  you  have  confidence,  to  come 
to  the  country  and  do  some  prospecting  work,  in  order  to  ascertain  beforehand 
wh  tr  V  ou  may  have  KO  expect  as  regards  the  result  of  vour  future  agricultural 
at  mining  enterprises. 

1  ain,  with  much  regard,  your  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

P.  Bonilla, 

1  .   

MEXICO. 

NEW  MINING  TAX. 

The-  iol lowing  is  a  translation  of  rht*  nt-w  mining  tax  of 
Mexico,  which  became  the  law  on  the  1st  oí  Juiy,  1897: 

Art.  I.  Silver  and  gold  are  subject,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this 
law,  to  the  payment  of  the  following  tpxes  and  charges: 

I.  Interior  stamp  tax,  at  the  rate  of  3  per  cent  on  the  value  of  said  metals. 

II.  Coinage  char£re<:,  at  the  rate  of  2  per  cent  on  the  value  of  the  same  metals. 

III.  Assavine  charges,  in  conformity  with  the  tariti"  which  the  department  of 
finance  may  publish. 

IV^  Charges  for  Miieltinkr,  refining,  and  separating,  in  accordance  with  the 
respective  tariffs  wluch  may  bc  published  by  the  same  department. 

Art.  2.  In  order  to  liquidate  the  stamp  tax  and  coinage  charges,  the  basts  for 
estimating  the  value  of  the  precious  metals  shall  be  the  value  which  the  monetary 
laws  of  the  country  assign  to  the  said  metals,  i.  e.,  the  kilogram  of  silver  being 
at  present  ^0.915  and  the  kilogram  of  gold  $675.416. 

Art,  3.  The  cost  of  the  respective  operations  will  be  taken  into  account  in 
connection  with  the  tariflT  which  clauses  III  and  iV  of  article  1  establish  for  the 
collection  of  the  charges. 

Art.  4.  Not  merely  gold  and  silver  in  mixed  bars,  or  consisting  of  one  of 
these  metals,  but  also  sulphides  of  silver,  anrenrHemu-;  copper  and  lead,  mineral 
in  a  natural  state,  or  concentrated,  or  uliicli  may  ha\e  been  to  a  certain  cxiejit 
treated,  atid  pctícrallv  any  other  ore  or  Mih-taiue  which  contains  silver  or  gold, 
.are  -ubiecc  to  tlic  pavnieiit  of  the  ta\e>  aiul  charge»  c?Uiblishcd  by  article  Ï. 

Art.  5.   i  hc  stamp  tax  and  coinage  and  assay  charges  shall  be  paid  in  «11 
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ca'ie':,  whether  it  be  that  the  substance  is  presented  for  coin.ipc  or  for  cvpor- 
talioii.  The  «.TDcltine  charee  shaiî  onlv  he  rollcctc*.!  on  the  •-uli^t .uucs  which 
arc  nut  homugeneoiii  uiui  therefore  require  to  be  sjiicltcJ  in  order  to  cticct  the 
assay  v  aluation  and  liquidation  of  same;  and  the  charges  for  refining  and  sepa- 
rating  shall  only  apply  co  the  substances  destined  for  coinage. 

Foreign  money  is  not  liable  to  the  burdens  imposed  hy  this  law,  but  it  shall 
be  subject  when  introduced  to  a  mint — for  purposes  of  recoinage — to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  coinage  charges,  and  also  in  proper  cases  to  the  charges  estab- 
lished in  sections  III  and  IV  of  said  article. 

Art.  6.  The  payment  of  the  respective  taxes  and  charges  sh  '!  •  c  in,u!c  at 
the  mints  or  in  the  special  assaying  offices,  whether  the  metals  be  introduced 
for  coinage  or  for  the  purpose  of  exportation,  and  in  each  case  the  requisites 
c-tahlished  by  the  regulations  mu*;!  he  complied  with. 

'\l\c  tnv-pavers  who  ran  not  prove  that  tl\cy  ha\  c  paid  the  taxes  in  the  cstab- 
li-limcnts  nieiuiuncd,  and  w  ho  may  wish  to  remit  gold  or  silver,  or  any  substance 
which  contains  these  metals,  to  a  foreign  country,  shall  be  allowed  to  make  the 
payment  at  the  custom-houses  upon  the  terms  and  under  the  requisites  which 
the  said  regulations  may  provide. 

Art.  7.  The  payment  shall  be  made  in  current  money  of  Mexican  coinage, 
but  as  regards  the  stamp  tax  the  collecting  offices  shall  affix  to  and  cancel  on  the 
respective  documents  which  they  shall  deliver  to  the  tax-payers  the  correspond- 
ing stamp  for  the  amount  of  said  tax.  These  documents  shall  be  made  out  in 
the  form  which  the  regulations  shall  provide,  specifying  the  value  of  the  metal 
and  the  amount  of  the  tax  and  charges. 

Art.  8.  When  the  minerals  destined  for  a  foreign  country  come  from  any 
State  in  which  thcv  have  been  taxed  in  conformitv  with  the  law  of  the  6th 
June,  iS.-í-,  the  coinage  charges  and  stamp  tax  may  be  liquidated,  raking  as  a 
baM^  —  always  pr(>\ided  that  the  department  of  finance  ha-  mi  auth.orized — the 
value  wiiich  lias  been  given  to  the  minerals  in  the  assaying  otiicc,  or  in  that  of 
the  collector  of  taxes. 

Art  9.  The  metallurgical  establishments,  which  by  expressed  stipulation  in 
force  at  the  date  of  this  law  enjoy  the  privilege,  shall  continue  to  enjoy  the 
privilege  of  exemption  from  the  payment  of  the  coinage  tax  upon  the  silver  which 
they  may  export  direct,  provided  always  that  the  proportion  of  silver  in  the 
argçntiforouf  leads  does  not  exceed  7  milésimos  and  that  of  the  argentiferous 
copper  20  milésimos;  but  if  the  proportion  of  silver  exceeds  these  limits,  the 
said  establishments  shall  pay  the  coinage  tax  upon  the  excess.  This  exemption 
applies  only  to  those  products  which  originally  proceed  from  the  establish- 
ments which  enjoy  the  franchise,  and  not  to  those  products  which  they  may 
purchase  from  other  concerns. 

Art.  10.  The  coinage  and  stamp  tax  on  gold,  according  to  the  law,  biiail  be 
estimated  tipon  the  intrinsic  vaUic  ot  the  precious  nietal  contained  in  the  min- 
erals which  are  exported,  with  only  such  exceptions  as  are  contained  in  the  fol- 
lowing articles. 

Art.  iu  The  mineral  substance  which  contains  less  than  250  grams  of  sil- 
ver or  10  grams  of  gold  per  ton  are  excepted  from  the  payment  of  the  tax  and 
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charges  imposed  by  this  law,  the  proportion  between  the  one  and  the  other 
fifliit  to  be  taken  into  account  in  case  of  a  combination  of  both  metaU. 

Aar.  12.  The  mineral  substances  of  gold  or  of  silver  which  may  be  exported 
in  their  natural  state,  or  after  mechanical  concentration,  shall  be  liable  to  the 
coinage  charge  and  also  the  stamp  tax  upon  the  gold  and  silver  which  they 
contain,  lo  per  cent  being  deducted. 

AkT.  13.  Should  the  department  of  ñnancc  sec  proper  it  may  grant  special 
concessions  to  the  concertis  which  are  in  the  habit  of  exporting  ores  in 
targe  qunntltk-  ,  prmi  li  d  ',li;ir  such  concerns  satisfactorily  prove  by  means  of 
their  bodks  and  other  documents  the  weight  and  proportion  of  mera!  of  the  ores 
whicii  thcv  wiih  ro  export,  and  that  they  admit,  for  this  purj  n  c,  tiie  uncondi- 
tional in\ cvTie.itiun  ot  the  fiscal  inspectors.  'Vh\^  loiict  ion  niav  be  extended 
to  arranginjj  vvuh  the  exporter^  ;or  the  pavmeiir  ot  a  lixcJ  >um  as  remunera- 
tion of  the  Government  for  the  cost  of  the  assay  and  inspection  of  said  mineral 
substances;  but  in  no  case  shall  it  allow  of  an  exemption  from  or  rebate  on  the 
stamp  tax  and  coinage  charges  established  by  this  law. 

Art.  14.  The  regulations  shall  fix  the  penalties  which  violators  of  this  law 
shall  incur  and  the  mode  of  making  the  same  effective,  placing  clandestine  exporta- 
tion on  a  level  with  contraband,  and  punishing  it  with  the  penalties  which  for  this 
offense  arc  imposed  by  the  general  custom-house  ordinances  and  other  relative 
laws. 

Art.  15,  The  producers  of  silver  which  contains  gold  are  at  liberty  to  sepa- 
rate the  same  in  their  own  private  establishments;  and  in  case  that  they  intro- 
duce silver  nijvtd  (uitli  other  metal)  to  any  Federal  C»overnnrt;nt  othce,  they 
shall  have  the  riglit  to  separate  the  gold  to  the  extent  that  they  ma\  desire,  pay- 
ing the  respective  tax  or  t  liarec  per  kilogram,  in  accvirJaace  vvidi  ilic  urilT.  If 
the  i^ruduccrj  do  not  fix  ihc  cxicni,  the  separation  shall  be  made  on  their  account, 
when  the  proportion  of  gold  is  equal  to  or  greater  than  a  milésimos. 

Art.  16.  The  rates  ñxed  in  the  general  stamp  law  for  the  **  accounts  issued 
by  the  mints  and  for  the  "  metals  of  gold  and  silver  '*  are  repealed  ;  the  laws  and 
provisions  at  present  existing  with  reference  to  the  Federal  taxes  and  charges  on 
gold  and  silver  are  also  repealed. 

The  States  can  continue  collecting  the  local  taxes  authorised  by  the  law  of 
the  6th  June,  1887,  which  shall  be  liable  to  the  Federal  contribution  mentioned 
in  the  stamp  law. 

NICARAGUA. 
THE  TOBACCO  MONOPOLY  RE-ESTABLISHED. 

The  Government  ot  Nicaragua  issued,  on  the  lotli  ot  May, 
1897.  a  decree  re-establishing  the  tobacco  monopoly  whii^h  had 
been  abolished.  This  decree  went  into  force  on  the  ist  ot'  July, 
1897. 
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From  and  after  the  date  of  this  decree  no  one  shall  have  the 

ri^^ht  to  plant  or  import  tobacco  without  previous  authorization 
by  the  Government. 

The  secretar)  ot  the  rrc  asury  will  designate  each  year  the  zones 
where  tobacct)  may  be  planted. 

The  duty  on  tobacco  imported  into  the  country  shall  be,  irre- 
spective of  quality,  $1.60  per  kilogram  for  leaf  tobacco  and  $3 
for  manufactured  tobacco. 

Imported  leaf  tobacco  must  be  taken  to  the  warehouses,  there 
to  be  disposed  of  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  law. 
Imported  manufactured  tobacco,  when  it  does  not  exceed  2  kilo> 
grams,  is  excm[)t  from  these  provisions. 

The  exportation  ot  manufactured  or  leaf  tobacco  is  free  from  all 
duty  or  tax;  but  in  order  to  export  the  article,  a  permit  must  be 
previously  obtained  irom  the  Government,  the  exporter  binding 
himself  to  present,  within  the  time  that  may  be  established  and  to 
the  authority  that  may  be  designated,  a  voucher  from  the  collector 
of  the  custom-house  through  which  the  tobacco  has  been  exported. 

PRICE  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  President  of  the  State,  in  the  exercise  of  his  powers, 
decrees: 

Article  I.  The  basis  of  the  price  tor  each  manzana  (1.727  acres)  of  the 
public  lands  is  as  follows:  Two  dollars  (;§o. 936  United  States  currency)  for 
grazing  lands;  three  dollars  ($1.404  United  States  currency)  for  arable  or  agri- 
cultural lands;  five  dollars  ($2.34  United  States  currency)  for  arable  lands  cap- 
able of  irrigation  ;  and  one  dollar  ($0.468  United  States  .currency)  additional 
for  each  manzana  (1.727  acres)  of  whichsoever  class  of  lands  above  referred  to 
upon  which  are  growing  woods  suitable  for  building,  dye,  and  cabinet  purposes. 

Art.  II.  Two-thirds  of  the  established  prices  in  the  foregoing  article  shall  be 
paid  in  cash,  and  the  reminder  in  legally  liquidated  and  recognized  documents 
of  public  credit. 

Art.  11!.  The  arcnuntant-genera!  will  issue  to  the  revenue  officers  the  neces- 
sary in^truciions  lar  the  concellariiMi  ot  such  <loruments. 

Art.  IV.  The  present  law  i>  of^crativc  from  the  dale  of  its  publication,  and 
all  laws  contrary  hcrctij  arc  repealed. 

Given  at  Managua  on  the  21st  day  of  May,  1897 

J.  S.  Zelaya. 

By  the  minister  of  finance  : 
•       Eaui^us  C.  Lómz. 
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UNITED  STATES. 

COMMERCE  WITH   THE  LATIN-AMERICAN   COUNTRIES  IN 
APRIL,  1897,  COMPARED  WITH  THAT  IN  APRIL,  1896. 

According  to  the  Monthly  Smnmary  of  Finance  and  Com- 
merce, issued  by  tlie  Bureau  ot  Statistics  ot  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, the  total  value  of  the  imports  ot"  the  United  States  tor 
April,  1897,  was  $101,317,792,  compared  with  $58,649,579  for 
the  month  of  April,  1896. 

The  total  value  of  domestic  exports  was  in  April,  1897, 
$76,097,805,  against  $69,402,585  in  April,  1896. 

The  importations  from  the  Latin- American  Republics  are  given 
in  detail  as  below  : 


Countty. 

April,  1(196. 

April,  1»»^. 

$7.  S25 
1. 934 

$«.334 

$ao,  130 

CocM  or  eataa^  erude. 

$20») 
9. 833 
3^.39' 

$740 
47.634 

Coffee. 

$1,447,065 
670,601 

3,  823,  826 
«.«75. 94" 

$1.  200,  861 

1, 146.  Si  I 

3.  547.  546 

725.  y=o 

Cotton^  ritvf. 

.  _  _ 

839.375 

Sisal  grass  {Jlfnequen). 

$223.942 

! 

$281.655 
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Fruits — Bananas, 


Apiril.  1896. 

April.  1897. 

Central  Amt-rica  

$147,065 
77.653 

$207. 174 
40. 972 

Oranges. 

$497 

Hides  and  skins. 

$12,998 
87. 556 

599. 388 

$14. 091 
«3».  '67 
959.303 

Judia  rubber ^  crude. 

•19. 907 
4.  560 
1, 107,  740 
38»  991 

$35,  262 

5.  535 
904, 891 

«9. 585 

Jfwelry. 

$334 

$1,380 

Lead  in  pigs,  bars,  etc. 

$105.846 

$100,  «3 

$3. 283 

$1,221 

Safgar^  not  abavt  JVo,  jó  Duícà  standard. 

$8.447 
«í54.  675 
155.  856 

$1.  7,ot> 
254. 529 

494.  M6 

Totacep,  itaf. 

$3.  39S 

S38.  ao2 

Wood,  mahe^any. 

$27.  loe 
34.  107 
3,806 

•9.4OÍ 
6,4*9 
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owinp:  ñj^ures  show  tlie  importation  oí  wool  into  the 


The  to 

U  nited  States  trom  South  America  : 


April.  1   April,  1897. 


Class  1  (clothing) 
Class  2  (combing) 
Class  3  (carpet) . . 


$284.  836 
135.  i>53 


$1.  445.029 
204.  749 
290.  954 


Exports  of  Domestic  Merchandise. 

AgrkuUwal  impUmtnU, 


Country. 


April.  i»96.      April,  1897. 


McxiCt)  

Central  America  

Santo  Domingo  

Ar^nttna  

Rra/.il  

Culumbia  

Other  South  America 


$1 1, 702 
1.443 
84 

41.212 

3.473 
203 

15. 


$20,  866 
7,  120 

37S 
a,6qo 
1, 260 

364 
5»  063 


Ammai* — Catile. 


Mexico  

Ceittral  America. 
South  America . . 


$1.  390  : 

575  |. 


$1.  4<» 

SiX> 


Itogs, 


Mexico 


$17. 977 


$t.  575 


Mexico  

South  America 


$176 
1. 041 


$540 

867 


Booàs,  maps,  rngrovinj^s,  and  othtr  printtd  maitrr. 


Me.xicfi   . . . . . 

Central  .Xmerica  

Santo  Domingo  

Ar^ntlna. ........... 

Tii.i/ll  

Culumbia  , . . 

Other  South  America 


$7.  241 


4.  038 
2.473 

3. 497 
6,149 


§6,  <)á3 

3. 495 
114 
1,630 
23.068 


7.293 


Mexico  ,   ... 

Central  .America  , 

Santc  nniiiin^o  

South  America  


$114, 282 
5, 127 
47 
905 


S252. 731 
(>.  5?4 

1.  113 
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M'.  xii  11   . .   

Central  America. 
South  America . . 


April.  1896.      April,  1897. 


$3.  «^aj 

5»  t 


$3.  lUO 
305 


Mrxiro  

(  enttal  America  

Santo  Domingo  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Other  South  America 


$S. 411 

9.357 

317.  271 
40,  50S 

147.  S40 


I 


Carriagri,  rarj^  am/ paris  t/. 


Mexico  

Central  America. .... 

Sanf'  i  Homingo. . . . . . 

Argentina.  

Brazil  

CoIi)mbia  

Other  South  America 


$86,  950 

685 
4.053 

2.  72r 
13. 026 


$10, 242 
99,629 
17.673 

465. 543 
41,842 

155.289 


$39.  ^00 

B,  354 
060 

5. 38» 
830 

3.409 


M  i'\  h'o  

(  entrai  America  

Santo  Domingo  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Other  South  America , 


$54.853  ; 
1. 7"  , 

9,38t  I 

16.724  l. 

5.  »99  I 
5.134  I 


Copper  in  it^tt  atui  bar*. 


Mexico 


Mexico 


$66.900 

I.  c)67 
I.  132 


6.314 
795 


$1.703 


$64.130 


$37. 718 


Mcx¡<  <»   . . . . . 

Central  America  

*  Santo  Domingo  

Arjj:cntina  

Bra/il  

iolombia  , 

Oiber  South  America 


$51.  883 
60,  lés, 
6,064 

14. 846 
76, 112 

30.033 
113.  5*4 


i 


4»,  42O 

6,947 

12.  4-^3 

55.  5<>5 
33. 937 
130^489 
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April,  1896,  I  April.  1897. 


Mfxico  

Ccntial  America   . 

Santo  Domingo  

Ar^vmina    

Brazil  

Colombia  

Oth«r  South  America  

Q^ks,  and  parts  of. 

Mexico  

Central  America  

Santo  Domingo.  

Argentina  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Other  South  America  


*33.43i 
15,827 

4.  171 

3.7*9 
3,087 


Fruits  ami  nuts. 


$2, 713 

$7. 687 

5. 447 

I.3Ï9 

75 

I,  ou6 

363 

3.  823 

294 

4.  177 

Un 

I.  205 

1,230 

7. 

Mexico  

Ct-nlral  America. . . . 

Sanio  Domingü  

Ar};entma  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Other  South  America 


$5.433 
4. 184 

108 
200 
809 
610 
1.640 


$4. 657 
4.837 
3« 


527 
717 
I.3SS 


Hops, 


Mexico  

Central  America 
South  America  . 


Iron  and  sícíl — Builders'  hardware,  and  saws  and  tapis. 


Mexico   $153, 145 


Central  AnuTÍc:t 

bailio  Domingo.  ¡ 

Argentina  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Other  South  America   r 


14.  395 
1,03s 

90,159 

23.473 
9.  It's 

31.838 


102 
147 


•56,  5*9 

1 6.  624 

I.  544 

12,  2()S 
23.816 

5. 175 
ao,744 


Sewing  maehines,  ami  paris  of. 


Mexico  

Central  America. . . 

Santo  l>omiii/i«  

ArRenlina  

Brazil  

Colombia....... 

Other  South  America 


$35. 956 
10^268 

III 
10,  042 
".333 
9.  Ï95 
8.477 


$14. 644 

4.o«3 
106 

135 
9. 124 
9.9»9 
7,049 
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Hhfr  Machinery. 

April,  1896.   j  April,  1897. 

1 

I.tnlhfr,  other  than  sole. 


Mexico  

Central  America.  . . 

Santo  Domingo  

Argentine  ......... 

Brazil  

Colombia  

Other  South  America 


Mexico  J 

(\-nlral  America  ' 

Santo  Dominjfo   .... 

Brazil  

Colombia  

Other  South  America  


$225. 515 
35.  ni  I 
5.<»4  I 

25.  203 

79.  288 
27. 276 
31.S19 


$2.  9tJ2 

$829 

160 

495 

242 

1.363 

2,  283 

7</. 

110 

991 

$54 

Naval  stortt. 


Mexico  

Central  America. . . . . 
Santo  Domingo...... 

A  fijenlina  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Other  South  America. 


$1,659 

$501 

3,028 

2,203 

1,069 

15,627 

5.873 

1.250 

4. 778 

4.  145 

J'urptntine,  sfirils  nf. 


Mexico   ■ 

rrnir.il  .\mcrica  

Santo  Domingo ...... 

Argentina  

Br../i1  

•  olombia  

Other  South  America. 


$217 
289 

$488 

484 

«9 

2.  142 

173 

1.542 

797 

508 

603 

1.786 

4.099 

Oih.  mitural,  truie. 


Mexico 


(Hh^  mimrat,  rrfined  maim/aetured. 


$43»  498 


Mrxiro  .   

Central  America.  

Santo  Domingo  

Argentina  

Brazil  

Culonibia  ..( 

Other  Scuth  America  • 

I 


$8.540 

16, 106 

3.  533 
lf>7,  108 
83,  66<) 
16. 147  I 
118.  222  I 
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April,  11196. 

April,  1897. 

$11.  392 
32 
I,8Ç5 
940 
8.670 
6.546 

#9.  "5 

361 
a,  800 

«9.  «78 
6,588 

Paraffin,  attti paraffin  wax. 

$4.  ai  5 

2.035 

725 
1, 153 

$7. 221 
4.438 
958 

/'revi siens — Cauntd  bttf. 

$852 
3.046 

$781 
3,919 

1 

2.  tr,u 
1,007 
913 

1.040 
556 
1,388 

Betf,  tatted  or  piekkd. 


Mexico  

C{  iiti  il  Aincrici. . . . 

Santo  Domingo  

Brazil  

Colonilii.i  

Other  Somh  AniL-rica 


$73 

$105 

«.  733 

3.ao8 

133 

133 

470 

1.047 

r.  870 

iS.  737 

10.316 

Mexico  

Central  America. ... 

Santo  Domingo  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Other  South  America 


Bacon, 


Mexico  , . 

Ceniiul  America.... 

Santo  Domingo  

Hraxil  

Colombia  

Other  South  America 


$542 

$513 

1.637 

1,797 

148 

414 

34. 628 

142.641 

168 

345 

3. 156 

3.483 
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April,  1896.      April,  1897. 


Mexico  , . 

Central  America . . . . 

Santo  Domingo  

lirazil  

Colombia  

Other  South  America 


Pork. 


Central  America.  .  . .  ■ 
Santo  Domingo. . . . . , 
Brajil  

Colombia  

Other  South  America 


$4.92'  ; 

333 

717  1 

Ul  \ 


794 
390 
It.  430 

1.129 

i5. 143 


Lard. 


Mexico  

Central  America  

Sanio  Domingo...... 

Argentina  

Hra/il  

C'ulombia  

Other  South  America. 


»•••*«•«•• 


112, 556  I 
14,689  I 
63,204  ! 


$20. 389 
10. 131 
3. 192 


60,330 


OUo  and  oUomargarim. 


,  .                                                                   mà       ■            '      ■  '                        -  —  —  —,     1  .1   

$119 

361  1  $220 
1.323  ,           1.  149 

1 

Dairy  producís — ButUr. 

$2,893 
3.608 
497 
3.981 
5>5i6 

$4. 259 
3.709 

672 

1.37' 
8,  S32 

Cheese. 

$1. 232 

1. 179 
240 

$r,  t82 

649 

776 
2. 359 

I,  116 
1,680 
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Seeds. 


April.  1898^ 

April,  1897. 

390 
1,005 

$3*989 
1.16s 

49 

40 

97 
16a 

133 

«77 
359 

$762 

7.507 
ai$ 

$378 
2,  731 
150 

9,871 

43 

2,932 
852 

Tobaiiii,  tinntanuJaclureJ. 

$12, S58 

202 

$11.959 
31a 

I.  539 
404 
9,876 

5.334 

Tobacco,  mcttiu factures  of. 

$245 

M.5ÍÉ» 

12.689 

$^♦7 
7.196 

204 

474 
6, 645 

149 
5. 7S5 

Woody  timàtr,  and  unmatiujactured. 

$10.  578 
6,928 
8,776 

$a3. 34* 
6,978 

6,  500 

7.874 
«14 

4.709 
231 

Lumber — Boards,  deals,  planks,  etc. 

$53*  253 
2,403 

5.99' 
30.647 
42.472 

3,290 

7a.  584 

$114, 821 
13. 749 

3.  195 
17.  978 
48.  303 

3.42a 

49.817 

Urazil  
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Mexico  

Central  America. . . . 

Saniii  n. lining©  

Acgcntina  

Braxîl  

Coloinbia  

Other  South  America 


April.  1896.  I  April.  1897. 

3.  940 
I.  Ifi<) 
17.614 

1.  338 

2.  928 

3.  053 


ll'iHiJ,  mantijactures  (>J\ 


$26. 537 

2,475 
I,  280 

3. 355 

52S 
3.  728 


Mexico  

Central  America  ... 
Santo  Domingo. .... 

A  rfi  entina  

Brazil  

Culonibia  ........  . 

Other  Soudi  America 


$27,  504 

ao*339 

940 

3.  945 
S,  499 
3.  546 
12,982 


IfW,  raw. 


Mexico 


$26,903 


$37.  030 
15. 27' 
1,852 
5.910 
6,  300 

3. 7SS 
16.030 


TRADE  WITH  LATIN  AMERICA— MONTHLY  STATEMENT  OF 

IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS. 

Following  is  tht:  lattst  monthly  statt^mcnt,  from  ti^^urts  compiletl 
by  the  Bureau  of  Statistics,  United  States  Treasury  Department. 
WoRTHiNGTON  C.  Ford,  Chiet  showing  the  trade  between  United 
States  and  the  Latin-American  coimtries  in  leading  articles.  The 
statement  is  for  the  month  of  May,  1897,  corrected  to  July  1, 1897. 
It  should  be  explained  that  the  ñgures  from  the  various  custom- 
houses showing  imports  and  exports  for  any  one  month  are  not 
received  at  the  Treasury'  Department  until  about  the  20th  of  the 
îullou  iti^j;  nioinh,  and  .sunie  time  is  necessarily  constimed  in  coni- 
pilarioii  aiul  printing;  so  that  the  returns  lor  May,  lor  example, 
are  not  publi^htd  until  some  time  early  in  July.  It  is  hoped, 
however,  that  with  tlic  special  co-operation  of  the  Bureau  of  Sta- 
tistics, the  Monthly  Bui  letin  will  be  enabled  to  lurnibh  it^  r<  aders 
every  month  with  the  figures  of  leading  articles  in  the  Uatin- 
American  trade  in  advance  of  their  official  publication  by  the 
United  States  Treasury. 
Bull.  No.  2  4 
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Imports  and  exports.  May,  iS^j, 
IMPORTS  OF  MERCHANDISE  BY  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


Afticlca  and  countiiM. 


M«y- 


1896. 


Qtiantitics, 


7^ 
1. 641 


Logwood  (Ions),  imported  írom — 

Central  America  

Mexico  

British  West  Indies  

Cuba  

Other  West  Indies  

Other  ciwiitries  

Cocoa,  etc.  (pounds),  imported 
from — 

Central  America.  

British  West  Indies  

Other  West  Indies  

Brazil   

Other  South  America  

Coffee  (pounds),  imported  from— - 

Central  America  ,  6, 442, 409 

Mexico   1,386.241 

West  Indies    \  493.917 

Brazil    IQ,  070. 565 

Other  Souili  Aiiieiica   ¿.723,455 

Fibers  : 

Sisal  grass  (tons),  imported 
from —  ' 

Mrxico  .'  7«363 

tjtlic  1  rountries  


Values. 


1*97. 


Quantities. 


$2,  760 
16,  672 


32 

977 


Values, 


$545 
16.  4.^ 


40.668 


1,819 
347 


37.  378 


I.  160,  H58 

44.  t"i2 
27,  038 
660.488 


Total 


7.363 


117. 104 
2.  218 
2.474 

79.034  ! 

1.  '^(2.  405 
230,564 

7af695 

2,  390.  C62 

I,Ol8,  510 


504,017 


504^017 


Bananas,  imported  from — 

Central  American  States  

British  West  Indies  

Cuba  .....!, 

South  America  .  ,. 

Hawaiian  Islands  

Other  countries  

Oranges,  imported  from— 

Slexico  

British  West  Indies  '. 

Cuba  

Hidrs  and  skins  (pounds),  im- 
ported from — 

Central  American  Stales  

Mexico  ' 

West  Indies  

South  America  ' 

India  rubber,  crude  (pounds),  ira-  | 
ported  from—  j 

Central  America  

Mexico  I 

West  Indies  


1,  162.  ^>2S 

24. 21S 
7S.  207 
1,186,467 

4. 354. 167 

2.  692,  682 

95a.  997 

45.  469,  329 
6, 050,  711 


5.07» 
76 


5.  «47 


148.  076 
i>63.  189 
390,  015 
513,549 


156.  678 
22. 425 
4.973 


Brazil  I    t.  435.  440 

110,457 


Other  South  America. 

I  11:  s  bars,  etc.  (pounds). 


imported  from^ 
Mexico  !  9,108,020 


aoi.  023 
169,  652 
97,  96Í1 

77.099 
^544 
1,07* 

"43 
2,052 
10 


20,  962 
80.  628 
3».  888 
669,091 


63, 46S 
6,912 
2.092 

594.  033 
37.4J9 


113.  4'>7 
I.  870 

S.372 

"5.  553 

354 
380,  358 
68,903 

3.  721,  u66 
S07,  761 


283,  637 
5.045 


38S,  682 


X83, 668 
209,612 


I 


137.073 
3.371 
3.500 

4.  235 

S 


99,  8Í>2 
829. Sot 
945.  753 
6. 557. 965 


96, 719 
7. 237 
143 

ï.(>')3. 234 


13.613 

97.  833 

79.  3»  7 
1,046.835 


41.  164 
2,  121 

43 

9^'-  357 


yS,  739  \      35.  "59 


94,024  Î  15. 390. '  165,592 
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IMPORTS  OF  MERCHANDISE  BY  THE  UNITED  STATES— Continued. 


Articles  and  countries. 

May— 

1996. 

«Si»;- 

Qnantiticfl. 

Values. 

Qnantitlca. 

Vatttct. 

Sugar  not  abov<>  N.i.  t6  Dutch 
Standard    (pounds)  imponed 
froin-~ 

West  Indies: 

Hawaiian  Islands;  

Tobacco,    leaf,    iuiputtcd  from 

495.  M« 

51,  100.627 

75.  3^.  171 
38.  31S.  14') 
2S,  966,  611 
4,815,169 
49, 044»  693 

$6.  8ot) 

I,  203.  9Í12 
2,023,  429 
753 
576,  419 
102,899 
1, 743. 775 

43, 648 

75,006,  970 
136,440,  843 

46, 421.  820 
1,313, 093 
4,<>93,993 

43.730,125 

$582 

1,402,334 
2,  797,  692 

789. 364 
21, 230 
80i  112 
1.248,942 

(pounds)— 

Mexico  

Cuba  

Wood:   Mahogany  (M  feet),  im- 
ported from — 

Central  America  

Mexico  

Cuba  

i)ther  West  Indies  

South  America  

Wools  (pounds),  imported  from — 
Class  I— 

South  America  

Class  2 — 

South  America  

Class  3 — 

South  America  


12, 120 

3. 096, 864 


591 
973 
98 


2.  S31 
1.447.  518 


15, 4*3 

«7.  038 
5,288 


394 


57.255 

350.234  ! 


4 

I»  127 
22 

31 


2Ó, 287 
228,  369 


39.  273 

1,225 

1, 443 


120,  886 
363,069 
4.346.037 


II,  03*5  7.  5Í>5.  26Û 
40,426  I  3,440,969 


437,019 


990,  462 

491.317 
5,445,039  I  453,780 


EXPORTS  OF  MERCHANDISE  FROM  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Agricultural  Implements — 

Exportei!  to — 

Mexico  

Central  Amtiicm  States 
and  British  Honduras. 

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  •  ' 

Santo  Domingo  ¡ 

Other  West  Indies  and  1 

Bermuda  1 

Argentina  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Other  South  America  .... 
B"«ik<.   rii.i;is,  tii.:raving$,  and  ' 
other  printed  matter  :  ! 

Mexico  ! 

Central  Anifiii-nn  States  and 
British  Honduras  


9. 907 
894 


9') 
840 

482 
lu,  072 

a.  079  1 

140 
20, 317 


4«i4o8  I  I 

5.(>7o  1  1 


&,  221 

3.932 
1.645 
198 
56 

640 

5.  no 
1.153 

65 
4, 171 


4.743 

3.  40 
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Aitidcsaod  ooiintifcv. 


May— 


lS97- 


Quantitiet. 


liuuks,   maps,   engravings,  and 
Other  printed  matter — Cont'd. 

Cuba  

I'ucrlo  Rico  

Sanio  Dominijo  

Other  West  Indies  and  Ber- 
muda.   

Argentina  

Brazil   

Columbia  

Other  South  America  

Bread  St  ufTs; 

Corn  I  bushels)— 

Mexico  

Central  American  States 
and  nrítish  Honduras.. 

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Dominyo  ; 

(.)ilicr  West  Indies  and  , 
Ik-inuida  1 

South  America  \ 

Wheat  (bushe)s) — 

Mexico  

Central  Anurican  States  , 
and  British  Honduras..] 

West  Indirsand  Bermuda. 

Otlier  South  .\mtrica  , 

Wheat  tioiir  (barrels)—  ' 

Mexico  

Central  American  States  [ 
and  British  Honduras. .. 

Cul^a  ' 

Puerto  Ri<-o  

Santi)  Dominiîo  ' 

Other  West  Indies  and 
I{ern)uda.  , 

Brazil  

Colombia  . .  

Other  South  America  

Carriages,  cats,  and  parts  oí,  in-  , 


Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  , 

Other  West  Indies  .md 
Bermuda  ............. 


Vaincs.  Qiianlíties. 

I 

I 


$1.  86t 

7yx 


chuiin;r — 

Carriai;e<;  and  veliiclcs  

Cats,  |)asseii)4ei  and  ficiyhl, 

Kx purled  ui — 

Central  American  Stit»-. 

I. 

I,  4-'' 

5.(K>4 
5.618 
i8.ao7 


Value». 


$<).  4?) 
243 

5 

3.  33^> 
5.  561 

22,  ¿43 
895 
3.009 


234.760 

86,203 

362,211 

131. 461 

5.  âi3 
3. 935 
400 

341 

2.  57^' 
I.  670 
176 
152 

14.  3'^7           7.  774 
142. 3iî2  1      52.  53» 

too 

46 

44. 750 
350 

IQ.  267 
147 

52.  4M 

17.456 
261 

10 

7 

5. 333 

'•.5 

4,160 

7.569 

7.785 

474 

t57 

i^>7 

4.  756 

17,  2SS 

2,  77a  1  12,016 

27,  Oill 
19,  ÍM4 
3.592 
1.778 

103.  152 
71,  l^o 
13.964 
6,961 

33.  4^2 
5.453 

30,  5ÍÍ4 
2. 667 

153.  310 
26,  1 69 
89. 283 
Ï2.347 

71. 206 

04. 707 
9.590 
27.480 

2f»2.  051 
264,  1Ô3 

40,  599 
TOO,  3{»4 

64. S 56 

53.124 

8.  7»9 
21,  568 

2S3. 02.S 

249.  '/^2 

4».  573 
9i,6tt3 

1^2, 007 
84,097 
80, 676 

3. 422 
503 
205 

443 


13,  Old  [. 


190. 50t 
69. 9S3 
21,045 

3.  at^O 
113 

074 

6.  073 

4.  5^4 
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EXPORTS  OF  MERCHANDISE  FROM  THE  UNITED  STATES—Continued. 


Articles  aod  countries. 


May— 


Qwmtlties. 


12,200 

202 


Carnages,  cars,  and  patu  oí,  in- 
cluding—Continued. 
Exported  to— Continued. 

Argentina  

Brazil  

Colombi:i  

Other  South  America  . . . 
Coal  :  Exported  10  (tons)~ 

Mexico  

Central  American  States  and 

British  Honduras  

Cuba  ,  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Other  West  Indies  and  Hei- 
muda. ....  «...  .....,*,.., 

Brazil  

Colombia  

f)thrr  Sleuth  America  

Cottoik  iuanufactures  : 

Mexico  

Central  American  States  and 

British  Honduras  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico..  

Santo  Domingo  

Cither  West  Indies  and  Ber- 
muda  

Argentina  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Other  South  America  .1  382,096 

Wearing  apparel  | 

Ail  odier  

Exported  to— 

Mexico  

Central  Anicru  an  States  | 
and  British  Honduras. . . 

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Saoto  Domingo  I 

Other  West  Indies  and  I 


239 

Ï3. 247 
510 
100 
313 

909, 060 

6g2,  S78 
6.500 

54. Ç40 
145.  662 
869,200 

732,926 

896.  541 
689,  902 


•I* 


nermuda, 


Argentina  1 

Brazil  I 

Colombia  

Other  South  America   ' 

CfCle^  and  parts  of  : 

Mexico  

Centxal  American  States  and 
Britislt  Honduras  

Cuba  » 

Pnerto  Rico  I 


Values. 


1S97. 


Quantities.  |  Values. 


I,  200 
36,402 


726 

36, 662 
1.331 
275 
1.153 

59.935 

39.  Soi 
650 
2. 149 
7.  320 

47.  »73 

xo,  37a 

6S.  330 

3f'.  359 


Í7.  75» 

779 
30V027 
50 
373 

10,925 
I 

5 

X.152 
705.005 

614. 395 
27,  3 1" 
3.  6if) 

69.  592 
809,141 

33.  78» 

622.  2S6 

545.  338 


131.747      1, 810, 555 

49ti>5l  '  

270, 639  !  


24.  581 


Santo  Domingo. 


II,  505 

3.  i'53  ! 

^4 
2,408 

7.913 

4.  727 
6, 102 

3.  742 
6,  223 

2.  129 

4,  (72q 

1.535 
1.308 


49.517 

2,  MÍO 
69,  903 
260 
966 

29,012 
2 

100 
6.467 

41. 883 

30, 088 
3.824 

380 

3.4S7 
46,397 

3. 717 

4^^.  717 

81,  292 
257»  »i8 

24.52s 

17.234 
2, 118 

54 
1,960 

4.421 

1,  107 

4.647 

4.  576 

2.  647 

6,170 

2.  122 

I.  351 
150 
90 
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EXPORTS  OF  MERCHANDISE  FROM  THE  UNITED  STATES—Contintted. 


Articles  and  oonntrlei. 


Cycles,  and  parts  of — Continued, 
othii  West  Indies  and  Ber. 

muda  

Argentina  , . 

Rra/i! .   

(.olombia  

Other  Snuth  America  


Majr— 


guantitiea.  ,      Value».  ^uantiticA. 


Iron  and  steet,  and  manufactures 

of: 

Builders*  hardware  and  saws 
and  lools  exported  to— 

Mexico  

Central  American  Stales 

and  British  Hondura!;.. 

Cuba    

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Uominffo. ...... 

Other  West  Indies  and 

Bermuda  

Ar>ientina  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Other  South  America  . . . . 


and 


Machinery — 

Sewing  machines, 
parts  of — 

Mexico  

Centra!  A  m  etican 
States  and  British 
Honduras..  ...... 

Cuba   

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Other  West  Indies 
and  Bermuda  , 

A  rtrcnf  ina  

Bia/il  

Colombia  

Other  South  America. 


Other  machinetycxported  to— 

Mexico  

Central  American  Stales  ' 

and  British  Honduras. . 

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Dominf{o.  

Other  West  Indies  and 

Bermuda.  i 

Argentina  

Br.i/.il  

Colombia  

Other  South  America  


977 

3.849 
6» 


4S.  S7t 

17.910 
5.  too 
1.  249 
1,  560 

7.  261 
10, 328 

«5.964 

7.  840 

33. 475 


30,500 

7.566 

374 
101 

3X8 

I.  744 

II,  I'^i' 

8,  547 
5.  26Í. 

15. 941 


Vainc». 


$13.  5&2 

3.  873 
a,  335 
6,096 


59.909 

11.335 

6,  60? 
I'd 
721 

5.  143 
8.9S4 
17.074 

11.  Ü04 

iS, âõo 


16. 876 


4. 924 
241 

«4 
550 

1.029 

I.  775 
7.401 
I'. 945 
10,699 


343,471   36â,  &ÜO 


32.  912 
19,  024 

l.^»43 
4. 437 

8.  321 

33.  o■^(^ 
toS,  243 

39. 539 
35,  !3U2 


24.  650 
12.  812 

50» 
3.752 

5.  707 

38.  b(K^ 
38,381 

7.  423 
27.  143 
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EXPORTS  OF  MERCHANDISE  FROM  THE  UNITED  STATES— Continued. 


Articles  and  oonntricfl. 


Leather,  and  manufactures  of  : 
Leather,  sole  (pounds) — 

West  Indies  and  Bermuda. 
South  America  

Lea'.hrr.  otlu  i ,  including  luifl", 
jjruin,  splits,  and  all  ñnished 
upper  1  talher,  patent  or 
enameled,  exported  to — 

Mexico  

Ceniial  American  States 
and  Uritish  Honduras.. 
Cuba  

Piitrl>'i  Rii'i)  ,,. 

Saiiu*  I>(»nungo  

Otlier  West  Indies  and 

Bermuda  

Argentina  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Other  South  America  . . . . 

Exported  to  (^barrels) — 

Mexico  

Central  American  States 

and  British  Honduras.. 

Cuba   

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Oilu  r  West   Indies  and 

Bermuda  

Argentina  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Oi]i«-i  Soutli  America  .... 
Turpentine,  spirits  u£  (gal- 
lons)— 

Mexico  

Central  American  Slates 

and  British  Honduras.. 

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  r><)in;tii.'(;  

Other  West  Indies  and 

Bermuda  

Argentina  

Brazil   

Colombia  

Other  South  America  

Oils: 

Mini  ral.  i-ruile,  inrludin;^  .ill 
nutuial  Otis,  without  regard 
to  gravity  (gallons)-^ 

Mexico  

Cuba   


May- 


1896. 


Quantities. 


5.433 
1,031 


Values. 


157 
X63 


1.397 

353 
t,  tS3 


1.033 


»897. 


Quantities.  Values, 


.1. 


195 


974 

582 

258  I 
169  I 

196  ! 
7.059  i 
".«39  ! 


549 
599 

550 
10 

1.679 

12,  660 

32,  S61 

926 

«4.833 


640,  070 
289,517 


1.634 


$343 


5d8 


9 

91 
256 

I,  369 


I.  243 


i*3 

591 

 1 

V- 

329 

a.  857 

93 

964 

i.i»77 

906 

2,0^1 

390 

222 

417 

509 

10 

«5 

423 

16 

36 

418 

398 

83Í 

14.  «>45 

23,969 

5. 127 

10,  218 

47a 

383 

S40 

8,210 

*S4i 

«5.463 

175 

723 

229 

180 

575 

1S4 

1. 103 

3»  350 

1,087 

184 

1B6 

59 

4 

60 

«4 

535 

.  1.5Í8 

518 

3.  534 

5.  250 

1.693 

6,  561 

4.  520 

1. 550 

404 

1. 151 

470 

7.938 

3.809 

1.32' 

33.  53S 

765,  333 

3^'.  774 

23. 777 

1ÜÜ,  ÜOU 

3.  2(X> 
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Afticlcfl  nnd  oountiiM. 

Xlay 

1S96. 

189:. 

QuaBtitica. 

Values. 

Quantltieft. 

Values. 

.  — 

Oils — I  onti  11  up«i . 

Mineral,  [•■liiud  or  niAnufíic- 

lured»  including  naphthas 

ano  alt    iip^ntcr  proaucts 

of  ilistiüatiiin,  illuminalinf;. 

lubricating,  nnd  heavy  par- 

ainn  oil—- 

J^xportcu  to  ^gallons)— 

$14,  626 

as.  140 

$17,461 

73,  30i; 

Central  American 

otates  ana  onttsn 

56.  oat 

0.  335 

191,063 

S  534 

viii^a   •»»«*«#* 

2.  788 

957 

613 

285 

I  k  .  .  .     _A             I  » 

23, 160 

3, 3ia 

9.428 

998 

93, 686 

a.  505 

183, 892 

15, 163 

T>.,i^...- 

Uthcr    \\  fsi  indies 

420, 057 

41.  ¿99 

264, 783 

-3.  494 

1,  215, 092 

155.  044 

710,  209 

79, 02S 

904.  564 

92.  371 

1,  890,  428 

1C7,  569 

71.475 

Pi  /75 

76, 516 

7.  3'^'3 

Other  South  America. 

1. 383»  401 

133. 

05 1|  2uO 

50, 932 

Vegetable — 

Cotton-seed  oí]  (gallons)— 

Mexico  

83.450 

sO|  350 

848,000 

49»  9*7 

Central  A  ttt  c  r  i  c  a  n 

States  and  British 

376 

_  _  _ 

112 

950 

310 

5.  207 

2.  lol 

7.  732 

2,  2S0 

Oiii.r   West  Indies 

Í  5.  7'»9 

3'. 137 

139 

1\\ma\  

58. 442 

16,  -Ui 

fx),  243 

16, 14S 

Other  South  America. 

9*4^5 

3,936 

12,064 

3,650 

Paraffinand  paraffin  wax  (  pounds): 

57.  589 

3i3o7 

184, 338 

9, 180 

Central  American  States  and 

19,050 

If  m^O 

West  Indies  and  Bermuda. . . . 

2.495 

94 

207 

Brazil  

11,482 

732 

7.820 

347 

U.  955 

679 

19,420 

1.057 

Provisions,  comprising  meat  and 

dairy  products  : 

Meal  IirnfJiirts — - 

Beet  piudiitis — 

Canned  (pounds)— 

3. 113 

339 

5t3«>3 

565 

Central  Ameri. 

can  States  and 

hriiish  Hon> 

II.  311) 

I,  «84 

40,486 

5.144 

5<K> 

46 

240 

SO 

Santo  Domingo. . 

200 

 .j'l 

236 

31 
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EXPORTS  OF  MERCHANDISE  FROM  THE  UNITED  STATES^Continued. 


Atttelct  and  coDDtricfl. 


Provisions,  comprising  meat  and 
daily  producifr~Continucd. 
Meat  products — Continued. 
Beef  products — Cont'd. 
Canned  (pouilds)^ 
CootÍQU«d. 
Other  We»t  In. 
dies  and  Ber- 
muda   

Argentina  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Other  South 

America  

Beef,  salted  or 
pickled,  and  other 
cured,  exported  lu 
(pounds)-^ 

Mexico  

Central  Ameri- 
can States  and 
British  Hon- 
duras   

Cubn  

Put'ito  Rico. .  . .  . 
Santo  Domingo.  . 
Other  West  in- 
dies and  Ber- 
muda  

Brazil  

Colombia  , 

Other  South 

America  

Tallow  (pounds): 
Mexico ......... 

Central  Ameri- 
can States  and 
frtritish  Hon- 
duras.  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico. .  . . , 
Santo  Domingo. , 
Other  West  in- 
dies and  Ber- 
muda.... .  . . . . 

Brazil  

Colombia  

Other  South 

America  

Hog  products — 

Bacon  (pounds) — 

Mexico  

Central  Ameri- 
can States  and 
British  Hon- 
duras  


May— 


40.  450 

3,  2f>f> 
1,  000 

3, 000 


730, 070 
7,  200 
sr.  800 

35. 275 
1.046 

451,  76S 
2,  000 
45. 423 

I9«  876 
95 
«.039 

55.  5o*-> 

2.  SS4 

1 

1  155.415 

5.880 

30.603 

1,116 

1          1^7.  OC)2 

8,910 

ï6ç,  49T 

7.  303 

I,  SlK> 

1        54. 58a 

1 

2.415 

400 

21 

1 

52.  8'»5 
'  820 

1        19. 890 

2.  273 
826 

239,  S23 

49. 856 
30,  tl6 

9.  942 
2,020 
1,225 

1 2,  669 

9,  469 

502 

4.780 

462 

9,  S42 

936 

20,041 

T.357 

30,036 

2.182 
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EXPORTS  OF  MERCHANDISE  FROM  THE  LNITEU  STATES— Continued. 


Articles  and  countries. 


May— 


lftg6. 


Qtiantitieft. 


Value». 


1897. 


Uuantitics.   1  Values, 


Proviston<(.  comprising  meat  and 
dairy  pi ■  kIii.  — Continued. 
Meat  producís — Continued.  1 
Hog  products — Cont'd.  I 
B-icon  (pounds) —  I 
Continued.  ¡ 

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo. . 

üt!i.  t   W. -t  In- 
dies and  Her-  ^ 
'  muda  * 

Brazil  

(.'olonibia  

Other  South 
America 
Hams  (pounds) — 

Mexico  

Central  American 
St:iti  s  and  Brit-  \ 
ish  Honduras.  . 

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo . . 

Other  West  In- 
<Ii(s  and  Ber> 
muda  

Brazil  ' 

Colombia  

Other      S  o  u  t  il 

America  

Porlc  (pounds) — ex-  I 
ported  to— 

Central  .Ameri- 
can States  and  ; 
British    Hon-  < 
duras  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo. . 

Other  West  In- 
H;<»<:  and  Ber-  | 
uiuda  

Brazil  

Colombia  ....... 

Other  South 
Anu-i ir.i 
Lard  (pounds) — 

Mexico  

Cenir:il  A  in  JTÍr;i:i 
States  and  Brit- 
ish Honduras. . 

Cuba  I 

Puerto  Rico  ' 

Santo  Domingo, ., 


407. 842 

I4t  431 
Soo 

$24. 3>" 
796 
36 

93(>.  498 
Q,  062 
2.  777 

595 
164 

39*432 
I,  364. 131 

526 

2.239 
8s,  ISO 

36 

47. 889 

767.  070 

3,  82S 

3.669 

46, i3o 

2^5 

26,  7ãl 

1. 727 

6,379 

1 

439 

13.715 

1,650 

33,460 

3.435 

18,  424 

287.  6';3 

4-.  '"5 
2,  273 

2, 028 
2t;,  804 

4.  33» 
348 

31. 731 
317,  876 

"34.  7-:i 

^2.257 
• 

b 

3.447 

31,  750 

3.  »26 
260 

105.  112 

10.  593 

9S,  363 

8,982 

10.348 

943 

14.607 

I,4<» 

57.  548 

6,5"7 

56. 822 

6,  526 

Ifj4.  4fx> 
i  S,  4<K) 
470.  SiX) 
3.  2ÜO 

4.964 

8ço 

22,<).Si) 

n* 

10;,  350 
14,  6<w 
255,  800 
5,900 

4.992 
674 

II.  <>()7 
2tí7 

2,  147.  5UÒ 
$4, 100 
8,200 

107,  lëi) 
4.840 
409 

I,  416,  71» 
3,000 
32.022 

^>A,  214 
165 
I.03S 

117, 500 

5.710 

67.  800 

k 

3.753 

262, 917 

t2,  503 

659.95a 

30.30* 

140, 201 

2,  803,  042 

34(>,  o<)5 
30.776 

8,  S04 
146.  309 
id,  008 
1,652  1 

i'^7.  342 
I.  o<'3.  372 
2^7,  92 1 
33, 595 

10,532 
91.623 

14. 3" 
1.336 
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EXPORTS  OF  MERCHANDISE  FROM  THE  UNITED  STATES— Continued. 


Articles  and  ooantriei. 


Provisions,  cuinpri^ing  meal  and 
dairy  products — Continued. 
Meat  pioJucts — Continued. 
Hog  pioducts — Cont'd. 
Lard  (pounds^ 
Continued. 
Other  West  In- 
dies and  Ber-« 

muda  

Argentina  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Other  South 

America  

Oleo  and  oleomarga- 
line  (pounds),  ex» 
ported  to — 
United  Kingdom 

Germany  

Other  Europe. . . . 
British  North 

America  . . 

Mexico  

Central  Ameri- 
can Sutes  and 
British  Hon- 
duras   

Puerto  Rico  

Other  West  In- 
dies and  Ber- 
muda  

Colombia  

Other  South 
America 
Daily  products — 
Butter  (pounds) — 

Mexico  

Central  American 
States  and  British 

Honduras  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Other  West  Indies 

and  Bermuda  

Rrazil  

Colombia  

Other  South  America. 
Cheese  (pounds) — 

Mexico  

Central  American 
States  and  British 

Honduras  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  


May— 


1896. 


Qunntities. 


Values. 


t«97. 


Qu.Tntities.    ^  Values 


646,  1 14 

IX. 160 

I,  390.  443 
145. 222 

844,961 


853. 887 

6,  cjn)i,  484 


$39. 446  482, 640 

670  IS,  «76 

85.958  I,n^T,540 

8,  575  224,  678 
50.350 


55.099 

446 

4"*  5.  295 


38. 222 
986 


I,  849 

105  I. 


376,030 

2.  220, 723 

7,825,850 

68.  963 


341,  190 
11,680 

9>400 


Ï7.449 


22. 529 
2.551 


S3,  OI3 
I,  IS$ 

831 


a.  86s 


3'  7«4 
463 


2, 186 

181. 536 
17.932 
11,633 
54.361  , 

7.897  ' 


JO.  7-! i 
I,  660 
3.313 


268 

27.  549 
2,402  , 

7.410 

869  ! 


1.183 
306 
338 


I 

108,635  I 
13»  700 

9.980 


31. 590 


4.  344 
i>.  700 

3.980 

140,  050 
32.665 

19.403 
57.  «16 

4.943  ! 


12. 515 

5.272 
1,400 


$27,308 
775 

59.  979 

12,  714 

57.  39» 


25.657 

wi.  5')9 

407, 170 

3.370 


11,439 
X.053 

883 


3.  «$9 


3.  »67 
S27 

7S4 
57» 

20.  589 
3.Ü50 
».527 
7.  «95 


565 


1 .574 
1,041 
185 
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EXPORTS  OF  MERCHANDISE  FROM  THE  UNITED  STATES— Continued. 


Articles  and  oonntrles. 

May— 

1896. 

•«97. 

Quantities. 

Values. 

Quantities. 

values. 

Provisions,  comprising  meat  and 
dairy  products — Continued. 
Dairy  products — Continued. 
Cheese  (pou  nds) — Cont'd. 

Santo  Domingo  

Other   West  Indies 

2.935 

78, 120 
267 
6.485 
1.699 

1837 

8,902 

30 
787 

195 

980 
882 

8,320 
78,687 

$296 

10,297 

Other  South  .America. 
Seeds,  including  clover,  cotton, 
flaxseed  or  linseed,  timothy,  etc., 

e.\  ported  to — 

9.  354 
3,161 

1. 190 
437 

661 

354 
46 
18 
45 

t62 

Central  American  States  and 

25 

46 

209 

Other  West  Indies  and  Ber- 

320 

301 

547 
5, 989 

9*895 
24 

13, 267 

7 

258 
r2z 

Sttg  ir.  irtirit  (1  (pounds): 

Centra)  American  States  and 

Otiier  West  Indies  and  Ber- 

1 

107, 878 

199. 151 

400 

228,447 

71, 191 

139.  141 
2,  676 

126,  736 

3,ao6 

(>,  144 
139 

6,149 

174.914 
9. 120 

1 

114, 903 

37. 15<i 
263,464 

8,910 
494 

9»  747 

3.961 
23.697 

44.717 

2,100 

Tobacco  : 

L'nnianufactured,  exported  to 

(pounds) — 

Central  Atneiicau  Sutes 
and  British  Honduras. . 
West  Indies  and  Bermuda. 

a 

94.4S4 

2,465 
171. 8S6 

5.400 

ars 
15. 767 

Colombia 

5.150 
28.496 

673 
3.927 

851 

6.7Í5 
•         6, 832 

15,  469 

1 

(Jthcr  South  America  .  . . . 
M.mufactures    of,  including 
clears   anil   ci^^r.tteS,  ex- 
ported to  (Mj — 

58,379  5,450 

  .1 

Central  American  States 
and  British  Honiiutai. . . 

■  4.824 
1     25, 13s 

12.097 
357 

Other  West   Indies  and 

1;:;;:;::;;;: 
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EXPORTS  OF  MERCHANDISE  FROM  THE  UNITED  STATES— Continued. 


May— 


ArtklcB  and  covntries. 


Tobocco— -Continued. 

Manufactures  of,  including 
riirnr<;  nnd  cijjarcttcs,  ex- 
por icci  to  ^M; — Continued. 

Brazil  

Colombia  

Other  South  America. ... 
Wood,  an!  manufactures  of: 

Timbi  r  and  unmanufactured 
wood — 

Sawed  M  feet . , 

Hewn  cubic  feel. , 

Logs,  and  other  ......... 

Exported  to— 

Mexico  

Exported  to- 
Central  American 
States  and  British 

Honînms  , 

Cuba  , 

Otlier  West  Indies  and 

Bermuda.....  

Argentina  

Brazil   

Colombia  

Other  South  America. 
Lumber,    incliuünjj:  Vmards, 
deals,  and  planks,  and  joists 
and  scantling,  exported  to 
(M  feet)— 

Mexico  

Centr.il  Aim  ri' .m  States 
and  British  llon<luras, . . 

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Sanio  Domingo  

Other  West  Indios  and 

Hermuda  

Argentina  

nra/.il  

(  oiunibia  

Other  South  America  .  . .  . 
All  otlicr  lumber,  includinij 
shinules,  shooks  (box),  etc., 
exported  to— 

Mexico  

Central  American  States 
and  British  Honduras.. 

Cuba  ,  , 

Puerto  Rico.  

Santo  Domingo  

Olhf-r  West  Indies  and 

Br r iinida  

Argentina.  

Braiil  


1S96. 


Qiiaiititiea. 


56. 355 
I,  256, 616 


6,600 

1.532 
1.454 

996 

3. 037 
i>,  3' I 
7.  723 
65b 
6,8Si 


Vahtefl. 


$190 

254 
5.326 


620.  735 
2S0,  iiíi4 

as.  350 


6S.  213 


1897. 


Quantiticii. 


^'.\.  370 
I.  604.  592 


3,850 


89. 979 

i8, 58S 

9.  152 
II. 

47.  3'^'2 
89,  365 

'í5.  55") 
7.'W4 
69.934 


26,424 

13, 141 

5.  335 
1,  711 
560 

23, 402 
962 


9.  055 

1.499 
t.88i 

550 
S  64 


3.  333 

4.  ¿89 

3.  714 
1. 105 
3. 770 

2S7 

5^^'.  'J75 
45.  W5 
12, 159 
37.884 

39. 107 

5.  452 
5.9t2 
4.731 

11.427 
24,  213 
t,  2dt 

Digitized  by  Google 


2l8  BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 

Imports  and  exports,  May»  i8çy — Continued. 


EXPORTS  OF  MERCHANDISE  FROM  THE  UNITED  STATES— Continued. 


Articles  and  countrlcfl. 

May— 

1896. 

Qaantitles. 

Values. 

Quantities. 

Values. 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of 
Continued. 

All  other  lumljt-r,  including 
shingles,  shocks  ^box),  cic, 
exported  to — Continued. 

47. 331 
f»,  171 

2,  792 
XO.  998 

1. 158 

37.981 

18.  356 
7,  380 

1.557 
9*4 

18, 141 

2,  763 

5.489 
3.668 

16^742 

29. 391 

21,  760 

3.  «» 

27.  37S 
24,  S71 

354 
7.279 
7.  730 
27.  348 

'  *     *  "  *  * 

Other  Asia  and  Oceánica . 

Other  countries  

Manufactures  of  doors,  sash 
Mid  Minds,  muldings,  triiii- 
mings,  and  other  house  fur- 
nishings,   hogsheads  and 
barrels,  empty,  household 
furniture,    wooden  ware, 
etc.,  exported  ten- 

«9,871 

ta,  90a 

7.902 
664 
1,560 

ta.  679 
2.  535 
4,9*3 
3.936 
8.  on 

520 

17. 227 

5.  K» 

2Í',  '22 
21,  145 

(.'entrai  American  States 
and  British  Honduras. . 

Other  West  Indies  and 

Wool,  and  manufactures  of: 

Wool,  taw  (pounds),  exported 
to— 

Manufactures  of — • 

Flannels  and  blankets  . . 

.All  other  manufactures  of . 

399, 968 
28,179 



1 

2,  637 
22,034 

Countries  not  specified. 


DISCRIMINATING  TONN.AGE  AND  IMPUSF  DUTIES. 

At  the  instance  of  Hon.  John  Shennan,  Secretary  of  State  of 
the  United  States,  and  in  rero<;nition  of  the  right  of  all  nations  to 

protect  their  shipping  by  (liscriniiiiating  duties,  as  Mexico  is  now 
doing  tor  her  sailin;::  \  rsscls.  an  amendment  to  the  navipîtion  lau- 
of  the  United  States  has  been  incorporated  in  the  tariii  bill  now 
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pending  in  rhr  United  States  Congress,  which  mny  be  made  of 
beneñt  to  the  merchant  marine  oí  the  several  American  Repub- 
lics. At  present  Mexico  is  the  only  country'  in  condition  to  proñt 
by  the  change  of  law.  Section  4228  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of 
the  United  States,  by  enactment  in  1828,  provides  as  follows: 

Upon  satisfactory  proof  being  given  to  the  President  by  the  Government  of 
any  foreign  nation  that  no  discriminating  duties  of  tonnage  or  imposts  are  im' 
posed  or  levied  in  the  ports  of  such  nations  upon  vessels  wholly  belonging  to 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  upon  produce,  manufactures,  or  merchandise 
imported  in  the  same  from  the  United  States  or  from  any  foreign  country,  the 
President  may  issue  his  proclamation  declaring  that  the  foreign  discriminating 
duties  of  tonnage  and  impost  within  the  United  States  are  suspended  and  dis- 
continued so  far  as  respects  the  vessels  of  such  foreign  nation  and  the  prod- 
uce, manufactures,  or  merchandise  imported  into  the  United  States  from  such 
foreign  nation  or  from  any  orhcr  foreign  country,  the  ?u5pcn5Íon  tn  take  effect 
from  rhc  time  ot  such  notification  being  given  to  the  President,  and  to  continue 
so  lung  as  the  reciprocal  exemption  ot'  vesbcl»  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States  and  their  cargoes  shall  be  cuntinued,  and  no  longer. 

This  section  is  to  be  modified  by  adding  to  it  the  following 
clause: 

Provided,  That  the  President  is  authorized,  when  he  is  utisfied  that  it  is  to 
the  public  good,  to  suspend  the  operation  of  sections  4219  and  2502  as  to  cer- 
tain classes  of  merchandise  or  commodities  dengnated  by  him»  and  as  to  the 
discriminating  tonnage  duty  on  sùd  merchandise  or  commodities  or  the  vessels 
of  foreign  nations  carrying  the  same. 

It  will  therefore  be  practicable  in  inture  treaties  for  reciprocal 

trade  to  admit  the  vessels  of  any  country  to  the  benefits  ot  [pro- 
tection by  discriminating  (iutici>.  This  w  ill  be  an  object  to  some 
ot  the  American  Republics  now  with  scarcely  any  ships  to  their 
tiag  upon  tiic  high  seas,  while  it  is  a  concession  that  the  United 
States  will  find  advantageous  to  grant  to  her  sister  Republics  in 
lieu  of  other  êlvois. 


VENEZUELA. 

IMMIGRATION  AGENCY  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Bureau  is  indebted  to  Minister  Andrade  for  a  copy  of  the 
Official  Gazette  of  Venezuela  containing  the  text  of  two  Execu- 
tive decrees,  establishing  in  the  United  States  an  agency  for  the 
promotion  of  immigration  and  colonization  in  Venezuela. 


Digitized  by  Google 


220 


BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


The  substaiu  t'  oí  the  decrees  is  as  toUows: 

The  Government  of  Venezuela  i>nicd  on  the  z^rh  of  \!arrh,  1S97,  two 
decrees,  one  establishing  an  agency  ot  inJorination  in  the  I  nitcvl  States,  the 
office  of  which  will  he  in  the  city  of  New  ^  ork,  ami  the  otlier  appoiniing  Mr. 
Manuel  \'iccntc  Tulcdo  to  take  charge  of  bald  a^'ciu  v.  The  iuiîciinn^  of  the 
latter  will  dc,  besides  those  ascribed  to  it  in  section  2,  article  1,  of  the  decree 
regulating  the  existing  law  on  immigration  and  colonization,  the  following: 

To  make  arrangements  with  steamship  compftnies  for  the  prices  of  transpor- 
tation of  immigrants  to  Venezuela,  such  price  not  to  exceed  80  "bolivares'^for 
adults  and  40  for  minors  under  ten  years. 

To  try  to  obtain  from  the  United  States  immigrants,  who  must  be  fkrm  hands, 
and  to  pay  for  the  land  transportation  of  these  to  the  port  where  they  are  to 
embark,  but  the  sum  paid  for  each  individual  must  not  exceed  20  bolivares. 

The  agency  is  to  send  a  monthly  report  to  the  Government  of  Venezuela  of 
all  the  work  done  during  the  month,  making  such  suggestions  as  may  be  deemed 
advisable  for  the  better  iulHlimenc  of  its  duties. 
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DE  LA 

Oficina  de  las  Repúblicas  americanas 

UNldN  INTCRKACIONAL  DB  REPIIBUCAS  AMERICANAS 


Vol.  V.  AGOSTO,  1897.  No.  a. 


RELACIONES  COMERCIALES  EN  AMÉRICA— II. 

LAS  FACILIDADES  EN  LOS  TRANSPORTES  COMO  UN  FACTOR 

EN  EL  TRÁFICO.* 

Al  i:unsidt:rar  t  i  desarrollo  tic  his  rt  laciones  comerciales  entre 
los  paiVs  del  contiiu  ntr  americano,  la  cuestión  de  mejorar  los 
medios  tic  transporte  crece  en  importancia  á  medida  que  avanzamos 
en  el  estudio  del  asunto.  La  experiencia  de  todas  las  naciones 
comerciales  demuestra  la  necesidad  de  que  cada  pais  posea  su 
propia  marina  mercante  para  su  tráñco  por  mar,  porque  esto  no 
solo  aumenta  las  ganancias  en  el  comercio,  sino  que  contribuye, 
más  6  menos  directamente,  á  fomentar  las  ventas  de  mercancías 
en  el  exterior.  La  bandera  de  una  nación  en  puertos  extranjeros 
sirve  de  anuncio  á  los  productos  de  la  misma  y  hace  conocer  su 
posición  (oiiK  rcial  á  los  consumidores  extranjeros.  Líneas  directas 
de  vapores  entre  los  puertos  de  un  país  y  los  de  otros,  que  per- 
tenezcan á  comerciantes  de  alguno  de  ellos  cuyos  barcos  sean 
manejados  por  marinos  del  mismo  y  llev(>n  su  bandera,  son  medios 
de  comercio  que  tàcilitan  y  abaratan  el  cambio  de  |)roduct08,  con 
beneficio  mútuo  para  los  pueblos  inmediatamente  interesados  y  sin 
la  intervención  de  un  tercer  poder. 

*E1  primero  de  esta  serie  de  articiiios  fué  publicado  cu  "  £1  Ltulctin  Men&ual  "  cu- 
rrespondiente  al  mes  de  julio  de  1897,  páginas  1-8. 
Bnn.  No.  2  5 
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No  puede  menos  de  ser  obvio  que  si  los  transportes  comerciales 
entre  dos  países  se  efectúan  por  medio  de  un  tercero,  este  último 
sacará  utilidades  que  de  otra  suerte  se  habrían  dividido  ios  otros 
dos.  Si  esto  no  fuera  así,  no  habría  halago  que  indujera  al  ter- 
cero á  servir  de  medio  de  comunicación  comercial  entre  los  otros. 
Pero  no  es  esto  todo.  El  país  que  hace  el  transporte  de  mercan- 
cías se  lleva  á  sus  próprios  puertos  una  parte  considerable  de  los 
productos  de  1o«í  otros  dos  países  (pie  trafican  entre  sí,  )-  de  esta 
manera  representa  el  papel  de  corredor,  que  cobra  el  derecho  de 
peaje,  y  en  consecuencia  hace  subir  el  valor  de  los  productos. 
£5  un  hecho  reconocido  que  grandes  cantidades  de  eteotos  ameri- 
canos van  á  Europa  y  aun  á  los  países  de  este  continente  por 
conductos  ingleses,  belgas,  holandeses,  alemanes  y  de  otros  nacio- 
nalidades, por  falta  de  medios  directos  de  comunicación  y  por  la 
supremacía  que  aquellos  pueblos  ejercen  en  ciertas  clases  de  trans- 
portes marítimos,  lùi  ca>i  todos  los  ¡ntorm(^s  de  los  cónsules  de 
los  Estados  Unidos,  acreditado^  en  naciones  luarítinias,  se  insiste 
en  la  necesidad  de  que  haya  más  navios  bajo  la  bamiera  ameri- 
cana, como  el  único  medio  (  rii  az  de  establecer  un  tráfico  directo 
y  de  desviar  el  comercio  de  las  vías  artificiales,  laboriosamente 
creadas  y  cuidadosamente  mantenidas  y  mejoradas  durante  largos 
años  por  los  países  europeos.  Otro  tanto  puede  decirse  de  las 
demás  repúblicas  americanas.  No  deben  esperar  solidaridad  y 
aumento  en  sus  relaciones  comerciales^  mientras  no  posean  una 
marina  mercant(  pn)porcionada  á  la  extension  de  su  comercio. 

Si  tratamos  de  averiguar  ú  qué  se  debe  que  la  marina  mercante 
europea  haya  tomado  una  parte  tan  importante  en  los  transportes 
comerciales  de  América,  encontraremos  que  prohablt mente  la 
causa  principal  de  esto  ha  sido  el  desarrollo  interior  de  ios  países 
del  Hemisiério  Occidental,  que,  con  las  esperanzas  de  un  porvenir 
brillante,  han  consagrado  todos  sus  esfuerzos  á  las  absorbentes 
exigencias  de  su  crecimiento.  La  invención  de  la  navegación  á 
vapor  y  la  de  la  locomotora,  que  se  sucedieron  una  en  pos  de 
otra,  produjeron  efectos  económicos  y  de  mayor  alcance  en  el 
Nuevo  Mundo  tjue  en  el  Viejo,  que  estaba  ya  densamente 
poblado,  que  contaba  con  medios  de  comunicación  ( oniparativa- 
mente  taciles,  y  que  no  hizo  más  que  injertar  el  nu(  vo  sistema 
en  el  viejo.    Grandes  cambios  económicos  resultaron,  pero  no 
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fueron  de  aquellos  que  entrañan  una  alteración  radical  en  los  métodos 
usados  en  la  industria  y  en  el  comercio.  No  había  allá  territorios 
vírgenes  que  explorar,  ni  El  Dorado  por  explotar,  de  donde  el 
pico  del  minero  hace  brotar  tesoros  que  atraen  el  capital  y  la 
industria  como  caudalosos  ríos.  £1  mar  no  perdió  ninguno  de 
sus  atractivos  para  los  espíritus  emprendedores  y  aventureros  de 
la  Gran  Bretaña  y  de  los  países  marítimo^  del  Continente.  Por  el 
contrario,  las  nuevas  tierras  por  poblar  allt^nde  el  oceano,  atra- 
jeron de  Europa  una  gran  corriente  de  emigración  y  aumentaron 
las  ganancias  de  las  empresas  de  navegación  y  de  los  que  se  con- 
sagraban á  la  vida  del  mar. 

Otra  cosa  sucedía  en  el  Hemisferio  Occidental.  Aquí  todo 
tendía  á  llevarse  lejos  del  mar  el  capital  y  el  trabajo.  £1  vapor  y 
el  ferrocarril  transportaron  el  teatro  de  la  actividad  humana  de 
los  estrechos  límites  de  la  costa  del  Atlántico,  á  las  fertiles  plani- 
cies, á  las  florestas  incultas,  á  los  vastos  y  ricos  minerales  del  inte- 
rior, y  la  ambiriníi  del  hombre  salto  íiu  ilineiitr.  c  asi  sin  csturrzo, 
hasta  regiones  que  á  principios  del  si^'lo  parce  ían  sumamente 
remotas,  sino  inac  cesibles.  Desde  1800,  por  ejemplo,  el  centro  de 
la  población  de  los  Estados  Unidos  ha  dejado  de  estar  en  la 
vecindad  de  Baltimore,  Maryland,  y  se  encuentra  ahora  cerca 
de  800  millas  al  oeste,  y  el  área  de  territorio  poblado  ha  crecido 
de  305,708  millas  cuadradas,  ó  sea  como  una  octava  parte  mayor 
que  el  Estado  de  Texas,  á  cerca  de  2,000,000  de  millas  cuadradas. 

El  mismo  proceso  de  desarrollo  interior  y  de  expansión  se  ha 
venido  verificando,  en  grados  diversos,  en  la  ma) or  [)arre  de  los 
países  del  Hemisferio  Occidental.  Kl  (^apitai  y  el  trabajo  han  en- 
conrradcí  su  empleo  más  provecho.so  no  en  el  comercio  extranjero 
y  en  la  construcción  de  navios,  sino  en  derribar  bosques,  en  culti- 
var la  tierra  virgen,  en  explotar  los  tesoros  escondidos  en  las 
minas,  y  en  construir  ferrocarriles  y  vapores  á  fin  de  proveer  á  las 
exigencias  de  un  tráfico  interior  que  iba  en  aumento.  En  algunos 
de  estos  países,  principalmente  en  los  Estados  Unidos  y  México^ 
las  raríâs  proteccionistas  han  contribuido  á  levantar  la  industria, 
y  hoy  los  Estados  Unidos  es  la  primera  nación  manuíac  turera  del 
mundo,  pues  emplea,  según  el  censo  de  1890,  un  capital  dv  más  de 
seis  billones  de  pesos  y  im  ejí-rcito  de  cerca  de  cinco  millones  de 
trabajadores.    Kl  producto  neto  de  sus  munutacturas  es  de  más 
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de  cuatro  billones  de  pesos  anualmente.  Según  Sir  Michael  G. 
Mulhali,  notable  autoridad  en  materia  de  estadística,  el  orden  en 
que  figuraban  las  principales  naciones  industriales  del  mundo  en 
1888,  en  cuanto  al  valor  de  sus  manufacturas,  calculado  en  millo- 
nes de  libras  esterlinas,  era  el  siguiente: 

Estados  Unidos...   T.  443 

Reino  Unido  (Gran  Hrctaña  ¿  Irlanda)   ¡ázo 


Alemania   583 

Francia   4S5 

Rusia   3^>3 

.Auptria   253 

halla   121 

Bélgica   loa 


En  i860  las  manufacturas  de  los  Estados  Unidos  ascendían 
solamente  á  393,000,000  de  libras  esterlinas,  o  sean  185,000,000 
de  libras  menos  que  las  del  Reino  Unido.    De  suerte  que  en 

menos  de  treinta  años  los  K.stados  Unidos  no  solo  sr  sobrepu- 
sieron á  la  primera  nación  industrial  del  mundo,  sino  que  aumen- 
taron lü6  productos  de  sus  maimtacturns  de  tal  manera,  que  uíia 
cuarta  parte  del  monto  total  les  tàltò  para  que  hubieran  sido  el 
duplo  de  lo  que  produjeron  las  flibricas  inglesas. 

Si  se  toma  á  los  Estados  Unidos  como  un  ejemplo  del  mo- 
vimiento económico  del  Hemisferio  Occidental,  es  fácil  ver  por 
qué  las  repúblicas  americanas,  activa  y  provechosamente  empe- 
ñadas en  el  desarrollo  de  sus  industrias,  así  como  en  el  de  sus  gran- 
des y  diversas  fuentes  de  riqueza,  se  han  ocupado  poco,  durante 
la  pasada  jj;<'neración,  en  la  cuestión  de  transportes  marítimos, 
y  lian  permitido  que  los  países  euro[>eo>  reportaran  de  éstos 
utilidades  que,  comparativamente,  parecían  insigniticantes.  Fisto 
se  demuestra  más  claramente  con  el  hecho  de  que,  tratándose  de 
ferrocarriles  y  vapores  para  las  crecientes  necesidades  del  tráfico 
interior,  no  ha  habido  la  misma  indiferencia.  Nada  hay  de 
más  notable  que  el  rápido  desarrollo  de  los  ferrocarriles,  no 
solamente  en  los  Estados  Unidos,  sino  también  en  México,  el 
Brasil,  la  República  Argentina,  Uruguay,  Chile  y  otros  países 
de  la  América  del  Sur.  Actualmente  tienen  los  Kstados 
Unidos  cerca  de  200,000  millas  de  ferrocarriles,  el  doble  de  las 
que  tenían  en  1880.  México  ha  estado  construyendo  terrocarriles 
coa  mucha  actividad  en  estos  últimos  años,  y  tiene  ahora  como 
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7,000  millas.  La  República  Argentina  ha  gastado  sumas  enor- 
mes en  sus  fenocarrils  durante  la  pasada  década,  y  tiene  abiertas 
al  tráñco  como  9,000  millas.  En  el  Brasil  hay  cerca  de  8,000 
millas.    Chile,  el  prîmes  pais  que  construyó  ferrocarriles  en  la 

América  del  Sur,  tiene  unas  2,000  millas.  No  hay  un  solo  país 
del  continente  sudamericano  tjuc  no  comprenda  el  vak)r  de  los 
íerrtK'arriles.  como  una  necesitlad  para  el  desarrollo  de  la  indus- 
tria, y  la  construcción  de  suíicientcs  vías  terreas  piara  la  explota- 
ción de  las  riquezas  naturales,  es  simplemente  una  cuestión  de 
tiempo. 

La  importancia  que  se  da  á  los  ferrocarriles,  no  solo  para  el 
desarrollo  interior  de  los  paisés,  sino  también  para  el  crecimiento 
del  tráñco  internacional  en  el  Hemisferio  Occidental,  está  demos- 
trada con  el  proyectado  Ferrocarril  Intercontinental,  cuyos  estu- 
dios se  han  hecho  ya  de  acuerdo  con  lo  que  dispuso  la  Conterenc  ia 
Internacional  Americana  que  se  reunió  en  Washington  el  1  de 
octul>r(  lie  i8<S(j.  Para  llevar  á  cabo  el  [)ensamiento,  se  nombró 
la  Comisión  de  Ferrocarril  Intercontinental,  en  la  que  estaban 
representados  los  Estados  Unidos,  México,  Guatemala,  El  Sal- 
vador, Colombia,  el  Brasil,  Venezuela,  el  Ecuador,  el  Perú,  la 
República  Argentina,  el  Uruguay  y  el  Paraguay. 

La  primera  reunión  de  esta  Comisión  tuvo  lugar  el  4  de  diciem- 
bre de  1890,  en  el  salón  de  recepciones  di[^lomátícas  del  Departa- 
mento de  Estado  en  Washington,  y  la  presidió  el  Honorable 
James  G.  Blaine,  Secretario  de  bastado  de  los  b-stados  Unidos, 
quien  se  expreso  en  aquella  ocasión  de  esta  manera  : 

Señores:  Espero  que  este  dfa,  4  de  diciembre  de  1890,  sea  el  principio,  el 
feliz  principio  de  una  gran  empresa,  que  haga  más  ñcites  las  comunicaciones 
entre  la  America  del  Sur,  la  del  Centro  y  la  del  Norte  ;  que  una  con  lazos  mis 
estrechos  y  cordiales  à  muchas  naciones,  J.uuio  benéftcos  resultados  para  la 
generación  presente  y  para  las  que  están  por  venir. 

La  Comisión  Ejecutiva  cjuefué  nombrada,  presentó  un  informe 
preliminar  el  de  enero  de  189^,  <"ii  el  qiu'  dio  ciienfa  de  los 
<  >tudios  hechos  por  el  cuerpo  úv  ingenieros.  l\sros  estudio^ 
según  el  iníorme  que  se  publicó  con  techa  20  de  junio  han 
servido  jiara  localizar  ciertas  líneas  férreas  que  tórmarán  parte  del 
[>royectado  tcrrocarril.    He  aquí  lo  (jue  el  citatlo  informe  dice: 

La  Compañía  del  Ferrocarril  Central  de  Guatemala,  cuya 
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línea  principal  corre  de  San  José,  en  el  Pacíñco,  á  la  ciudad  de 
Guatemala,  ha  resuelto  construir  la  parte  del  Ferrocarril  Intei 
continental  que  corresponde  á  Guatemala,  y  ha  comenzado  ya  los 
trabajos.  La  sección  que  va  de  Santa  María,  sobre  el  Ferrocarril 
Central,  á  Santa  Lucía,  está  abierta  al  tráñco  y  la  obra  se  continúa 
hacia  Patulul,  con  la  intención  de  extenderla  al  noroeste  hasta  la 
frontera  de  México  y  al  sudeste  hasta  la  de  Kl  Salvador.  La 
vía  V  lo*:  puentes  st-rán  de  nu'dui.i  normal,  prro  al  principio  el 
ferrocarril  tendrá  solanirnrc  tres  pirs  de  ancho.  Se  está  constru- 
yendo este  camuKJ  con  gran  solidez.  Los  puentes  son  de  acero 
con  estribos  de  piedra  y  los  rieles  que  ya  se  han  colocado,  son 
de  acero  y  pesan  54  libras.  El  Ferrocarril  Mexicano  del  Sur 
está  ya  abierto  hasta  Oaxaca,  cuatrocientas  millas  al  sur  de  la 
ciudad  de  México,  y  pronto  cubrirá  la  distancia  que  media 
entre  fse  lugar  y  la  frontera  de  Guatemala.  £1  Ferrocarril 
del  Sur  en  México  y  el  Central  en  Guatemala  harán  en  breve 
posible  el  viaje  por  vía  férrea  desde  Washington  hasta  la  frontera 
de  Kl  Salvador.  En  este  iilriiuo  país  el  Señor  .Scherzer  está  cons- 
truycnilo  su  linca,  y  c^ta,  unida  á  los  ferrocarriles  que  ya  existen 
en  Nicaragua,  permitirá  al  viajero  el  trasladarse  por  vía  terrea 
desde  los  Estados  Unidos  hasta  el  lugar  donde  se  piensa  abrir  el 
Canal  de  Nicaragua. 

Se  han  otorgado  concesiones  para  la  construcción  de  un  ferro- 
carril desde  la  costa  del  Lago  de  Nicaragua,  al  sur,  á  través  del 
territorio  de  Costa  Rica,  y  se  cree  que  será  construido.  Sin 
embargo,  la  línea  examinada  por  la  Comisión,  y  que  atraviesa  la 
América  Central,  corre  casi  continuamente  á  lo  largo  del  declive 
del  Pa(  i  tico,  desde  la  parte  noroeste  de  Giiatt  mala  hasta  la  ciudad 
de  Panamá.  En  Colombia  la  ruta  tiene  tíos  ramales,  uno  que  sale 
de  Panamá,  y  el  otro  de  Cartajcna,  en  el  Mar  Caribe,  hasta  un 
punto  al  sur  de  Medellín.  E)e  aquí  parte  un  ramal  para  Venezuela. 
Las  líneas  que  vienen  de  Panamá  y  de  Cartajena  se  juntan  cerca 
de  Medellín  y  forman  una  sola  que  pasa  por  el  £cuador,  tocando 
en  la  capital,  Quito,  y  atravesando  el  Perú  hasta  Cuzco.  La  ruta 
sigue  á  lo  largo  de  la  costa  del  Lago  Titicaca,  al  oeste  y  al  sur, 
hasta  llegar  á  La  Paz,  capital  de  Bolivia.  Entre  La  Paz  7  Huan- 
chaca  existe  ya  un  ferrocarril  en  op(  ración  que  cubre  más  lie  la 
mitad  de  la  distancia  que  separa  aquellas  poblaciones.    \'a  de 
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Oruro  á  Huanchaca.  De  Huaunclun  a  parten  rrt  s  rutas,  una 
es  la  continuación  de  la  principal,  de  norte  á  sur,  va  hasu  Jujuy, 
en  la  República  Argentina,  punto  que  ya  está  unido  con  Buenos 
Aires  por  ferrocarril;  otra  va  hacia  el  este,  atravesantio  Bolivia  y 
el  Brasil,  á  Rio  Janeiro;  y  la  tercera  se  separa  de  la  línea  del  Brasil 
en  Fomobamba,  y  tomando  una  dirección  al  sudeste,  atraviesa  el 
Paraguay  y  va  á  parar  á  la  Asunción.  El  ferrocarril  de  Oruro  une 
ya  á  Huanchaca  con  el  puerto  de  Antoía^^^asta  en  Chile. 

Se  verá,  pues,  que  con  la  construcción  de  al^muis  líneas,  que 
serán  el  \  ínculo  de  unión,  los  ct)ntincntc.s  UDrtc  \  suil  americanos 
se  enlazarán  por  nietiio  de  un  vasto  sistema  de  íerrcK^arrileN  que 
se  extenderá  desde  los  Estados  Unidos  y  á  través  de  México,  la 
América  Central,  Colombiíi,  el  Ecuador  y  el  Perú,  hasta  Chile, 
con  ramales  que  irán  á  Venezuela,  Bolivia,  el  Brasil,  la  Repú- 
blica Argentina,  el  Paraguay  y  el  Uruguay.  Aunque  la  obra 
parece  inmensa,  su  construcción,  comparada  con  el  número  de  mi* 
lias  que  en  estos  países  existen,  es  cosa  relativamente  pequeña. 
La  Comisión  se  ha  ocupado  últimamente  en  revisar  sus  trabajos 
y  en  prepararlos  en  la  tiíicina  que  tiene  en  \\  ushington,  para  su 
publicación.  \'A  informe  final  se  publicará  en  tres  ó  más  volúme- 
nes, acompañado  de  mapas. 

La  importancia  principal  de  ese  tisrrocarril  no  está  en  lo  que  á 
primera  vista  parece,  esto  es,  en  que  unirá  por  medio  de  una  vía 
de  tierra  a  los  £stados  Unidos  con  los  países  más  lejanos  de  la 
América  del  Sur,  atravesando  dos  continentes,  sino  en  las  facili- 
dades que  ofrecerá  al  desarrollo  de  las  relaciones  comerciales  de 
los  países  adyacentes,  en  que  abrirá  nuevas  salidas  hacia  el  Aiar,  en 
que  ayudara  a  la  consrrurción  de  uno  •>  ni;is  canales  á  través  del 
I^tnu)  de  Panamá,  y  en  que  unirá  á  todos  los  países'dfcl  Nuevo 
Mundt)  en  un  vasto  y  armonioso  plan  ¡)ara  el  desarrollo  de  sus  in- 
dustrias. Es  la  consecuencia  ñnal,  la  última  expresión  de  las  ten- 
dencias de  todos  estos  países  hacia  su  engrandecimiento,  hoy  que 
por  primera  vez  se  han  combinado  y  unido  como  una  sola  fuerza 
intercontinental. 

De  este  aspecto  de  la  cuestión  pasamos,  por  fócil  y  lógica 
transición,  á  lo  que,  después  de  todo,  es  la  consecuencia  natural  de 
la  enorme  actividad  interior  de  las  repúblicas  americanas,  y  de  la  cual 
se  ha  habladi>  atrás.    En  los  Estados  Unidos  se  nota  ya,  lo  mismo 
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(^uc  en  otras  repúblicas,  aunque  en  diti u  nte  grado,  cjue  el  desa- 
rrollo interior  no  rs  más  (jur  el  precursor  ile  un  romercio  exterior 
que  va  en  aumento.  Si  se  construyen  ferrocarriles  y  se  establecen 
lincas  de  vapores  para  sacar  á  la  costa  los  productos  del  país,  es 
porque  se  espera  que  de  allí  se  les  podrá  remitir  al  exterior.  Si 
la  industria  y  la  agricultura  producen  más  de  lo  que  el  país  puede 
consumir,  es  porque  se  espera  enviar  esos  productos  á  otros  mer- 
cados. £1  día  ha  de  llegar,  y  en  los  Estados  Unidos  ha  llegado 
ya,  en  que  la  producción  de  todos  los  países  alcance  un  desa- 
rollo  tal,  que  se  desborde.  Es  entonces  que  la  atención  se  fija 
en  los  mercailos  extranjeros  á  hn  de  tomar  una  parte  del  comercio 
que  en  ellos  se  hace. 

Una  vez  que  un  país  entra  seriamente  en  el  tráfico  marítimo, 
pronto  comprende  que  para  obtener  grandes  utilidades,  ha  menes- 
ter de  buques  mercantes  que  lleven  sus  productos.  El  capital 
busca  ganancias  en  los  transportes  marítimos  cuando  no  encuentra 
otras  empresas  más  lucrativas,  y  es  tal  la  importancia  que  algunas 
naciones  dan  á  su  marina  mercante,  que  se  han  valido  de  varios 
medios,  tales  como  subsidios,  primas  por  las  malas  y  derechos 
diferenciales  á  fin  de  atraer  el  capital  á  ese  género  tie  empresas. 
El  éxito  que  con  estos  medios  se  lia  (obtenido  no  ha  sido  uniforme. 
No  se  puede  dudar  que,  empleados  con  discreción,  han  dado  buenos 
resultados  en  cuanto  á  la  construcción  de  marinas  mercantes,  pero 
se  debe  tener  mucho  ciudado,  al  imponer  derechos  y  establecer 
primas,  en  no  llevar  las  cosas  al  grado  de  que  los  buques 
nacionales  cuesten  al  fin  y  á  la  postre  más  que  los  extranjeros. 
Sabido  es  que  el  capital  no  se  deja  arrastrar  por  cuestiones  de 
sentimiento,  y  es  preciso  para  tener  una  marina  mercante  nacional 
que  se  considere  buen  negocio  construir  navios  y  poseerlos. 

Un  ejemplo  de  esto  se  encuentra  en  lo  que  ha  pagado  en  I'  ran- 
cia. "La  Revista  del  Comercio  Exterior,"  publicada  en  Paris, 
dice,  con  lecha  1()  de  juno  de  1897,  siguiente. 

La  decadencia  de  la  marina  mercante  de  Francia  es  un  hecho  desgraciada- 
,  mente  innegable  ;  pero  las  rasones  &  que  atribuye  eso  la  Comisión  excra-parla- 
mentaría  nos  parecen  del  todo  insuficientes.  La  primera  condición  para  que 
una  industria  tenga  buen  éxito»  es  que  cuente  con  capital  á  su  disposición.  El 
dinero  no  hace  falta  en  Francia  :  es  abundante.  El  interés  que  se  paga  sobre  el 
capital  cuando  se  le  toma  al  rédito,  a  casi  ridiculo  por  su  pcqucñez.  La  renta 
francesa  que,  por  su  tipo  de  capitalización,  reglamenta  el  valor  del  dinero,  pro- 
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duce  menos  del  3  por  ciento.  El  tipo  del  descuento  ha  sido  por  muchos  años  el 
z  por  ciento.  Hemo»  absorbido  millones  de  valores  rusos  y  encerrado  centenares 
de  millones  en  empresas  mineras.  Desgraciadamente,  los  capitalistas  franceses 
son  6  demasiado  tfmidos  6  demasiado  crédulos.  Solamente  tienen  confianza  en 
el  crédito  de  las  naciones  ;  las  empresas  comerciales  6  industriales  no  les  atraen. 

La  capital  politica  del  pais,  que  es  al  mismo  tiempo  la  capital  económica,  está 
lejos  del  mar.  En  Loiulrc>,  en  Criscianfa,  en  Copenhague,  en  Estocolmo,  los 
habitantes  se  ven  obligados  á  tener  cierto  conocimiento  de  los  asuntos  marítimos 
Y  i  interesarse  en  ellos.  Kl  capital  en  nuestro  país  permanece  ignorante  de  lo 
que  <e  rc'aciona  ron  el  mar.  Solamente  en  anuel!a«í  prfn'tncias  que  tienen  costa 
pucJc  encontrar  apoyo  nncstra  marina  mercante,  y  aún  aüí  ?e  hace  difícil. 
Fuera  de  la  Bretaña,  que  c^  una  provincia  pobre,  la  agricultura  es  la  uru  pación 
Juíuinaiue.  En  los  grandes  puertos,  como  Marsella,  mucho  dinero  se  t'a:-ta  en 
especulaciones  y  en  varias  industrias.  Unos  pocos  armadores,  algunos  viejos 
marinos  y  un  corto  námero  de  gente  burguesa,  son  los  únicos  recursos  con  que 
cuenta  la  marina  mercante  para  proveerse  de  capital.  Finalmente,  la  abolición, 
en  1866,  del  impuesto  extraordinario  sobre  la  bandera  fué  otro  golpe  i  los  inte- 
reses marftimos  y  preparó  la  decadencia  de  nuestra  marina  nacional.- 

Aunque  parezca  una  deducción  paradójica,  hay  que  convenir  en  que  los 
grandes  subsidios  otorgados  i  las  lineas  regulares  de  vapores  por  llevar  las  malas, 
han  perjudicado  á  la  marina,  porque  han  creado  una  competencia  privile^ada. 
El  resultado  de  esto  ha  sido  alejar  de  los  negocios  marítimos  una  parte  del  capi- 
tal invertido  en  ello?.  Se  rcdu'o  el  número  de  astilleros  v  aumcin*^  el  costo  de 
la?  construcciones  navaíes  en  Francia.  A  pesar  de  que  los  materiales  usados 
para  hacer  los,  navío';  eran  libres  de  derechos,  la  falta  de  competencia  clevr'»  el 
valor  de  aquéllos.  Pur  las  nusma^  razones  se  empicaba  más  tiempo  en  construir 
los  barcos  tjuc  se  pedían,  y  los  armadores  se  vieron  obligados  á  hacerlos  fabricar 
en  Inglaterra.  La  marina  mercante  es  alH  tan  próspera  y  los  astilleros  son  tan 
numerosos,  que  cada  dia  bajan  los  precios.  La  le;,  que  oprimió  el  impuesto 
extraordinario  sobre  la  bandera,  redujo  también  el  derecho  de  aduana  ó  de  registro 
para  los  navios  de  Francia.  Apenas  si  i  los  astilleros  franceses  les  quedó  otro 
trabajo  en  que  ocuparse  que  el  de  hacer  reparaciones. 

Así  es  que  cuando  la  ley  de  enero  de  1881  vino  à  mejorar  al  mismo  tiempo 
la  condición  de  los  astilleros  y  la  de  los  armadores,  las  primeras  construcciones 
absorbieron  toda  las  fuerras  de  que  disponían.  La  víspera  del  día  en  que  se 
emitió  la  ley,  la  Compañía  Transatlántica  compró  navios  en  Inglaterra,  aunque 
allí  solo  gozaban  de  la  media  prima  de  navegación.  Esto  debió  haScr  servido  de 
lección  cuando  se  reformó  la  ley  de  1881.  Se  debió  haber  encontrado  un 
medio  de  asegurar  trabajos  á  los  astilleros  franceses  sin  privar  por  demasiado 
tiempo  á  los  armadores  de  los  beneficios  de  la  ley.  Nos  parece  que  el  objeto 
se  habrii  censeguido  no  otorgando  mis  que  por  dos  afios  la  media  prima  á 
los  buques  construidos  en  el  extranjero.  Es  el  tiempo  que  próximamente  se 
necesita  para  la  construcción  de  un  navio.  Los  armadores  habrían  en  ese  caso 
comprado  barcos  en  Inglaterra  y  al  mismo  tiempo  hecho  construir  otros  en  los 
astilleros  franceses.  Cuando  estos  últimos  hubiéran  estado  concluidos,  habrían 
vendido  los  viejos  á  fin  de  obtener  toda  la  prima.    Los  astilleros  franceses. 
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ceniendo  nuevos  trabajos  asegurados,  habrfan  aumentado  su  medios  cons* 
truccîén.  Pero  como  no  se  ñ}6  un  límite  á,  la  duración  de  las  medias  primas 
sobre  navios  extranjeros,  éstos  han  sido  conservados  y  han  'tomado  el  lugar  de 

los  navios  nuevos,  que  debían  de  haber  sido  conscruidos  en  Francia. 

£1  legislador  de  cjuiso  repararei  mal  y  di*'»  en  el  excrcmo  contrario.  Ni 
una  fraccií'n  de  la  prima  fué  sido  concedida  á  los  navios  de  construccií^n  extran- 
jera. Los  que  tenían  sus  astilleros  quedaron  dueño?  de  l;t  situaci<'>n  v  pudieron  dar 
la  ley  á  los  armadores.  No  satistcciios  con  la  prima,  pidicmn  precios  exorbi- 
tante*;.  í,n  lev  de  189^  les  facilit/i  los  medios  de*  construir  buques  al  mismo 
precio  que  lus  l^accn  ios  astilleros  extraíijcr».)»,  y  aun  jes  garanti/ó  una  prima 
de  1  franco  por  100  kilogramos  sobre  las  calderas  y  máquinas.  Pero  un  buque 
de  vela  que  en  otro  pals  se  habría  vendido  por  300,000  francos,  cuesta  ahora 
en  Francia  500,000.  Los  constructores  han  monopolizado  una  cuarta  parte  de 
la  prima  de  navegación.  £1  armador  que  tiene  necesidad  de  carga  y  el  capita- 
lista que  desea  hacer  embarques,  se  encuetran  entre  estas  dos  alternativas: ó  com- 
prar navios  extranjeros,  pagando  el  impuesto  de  2  francos  por  tonelada  y 
renunciando  i  la  prima,  ó  hacerlos  construir  en  Francia,  pagando  por  ellos  dos 
terceras  partes  más.    Esto  perjudica  seriamente  al  comercio  nacional. 

Lt)  que  ha  pasadü  en  Francia,  según  se  ha  visto,  parece  demos» 
trar  : 

r .  Que  una  de  las  más  eficaces  formas  de  establecer  hi  prima 
es  la  incorporada  en  la  ley  que  el  lo  de  mayo  de  1892  emitió  el 
Congreso  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  y  por  la  cual  se  matricularon 
dos  vapores  construidos  en  el  extranjero,  con  la  condición  de  que 
otros  dos  vapores  de  la  misma  clase  serían  construidos  en  los 
Estados  Unidos. 

2".  Oue  si  no  se  introduce  tn  l;i  ley  sobre  primas  una  cláusula 
que  permita  la  coíTipeteneia  extranjera,  bajo  re )iuii(  iones  deter- 
minadas, los  buques  ctmstruidos  en  un  país  que  otorga  subsidios, 
pueden  costar  demasiado  para  que  se  invierta  en  ellos  el  capital 
nacional. 

3°.  Que  los  derechos  diterenciales  á  iavor  de  los  navios  que 
llevan  la  bandera  nacional,  aunque  se  alegue  que  pueden  acarrear 
represalias  por  parte  de  otras  naciones  marítimas  y  que  solo  se 
deben  emplear  con  tal  objeto,  dieron  en  Francia  resultados  bené- 
ficos. 

No  se  trata  a<pu  de  discutir  la  cuestión  de  subsidios,  primas  ó 
dereclu)>  íiirerenciaK>,  >ino  SDlaiiicnre  lie  llamar  la  atenc  ión  publica 
á  la  posibilidad  de  una  le<íislacion  de  ese  genero  |)ara  levantar  la 
marina  mercante.    La  situación  de  los  Estados  Unidos  y  la  de 
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las  otras  repúblicas  americanas  es  peculiar,  en  cuanto  á  que  se 

encuentran  al  principio  de  una  nueva  era  en  sus  relaciones 
económicas,  en  la  cual  es  de  esperar  tjue  sus  intereses  sean 
conuines.  Cualquiera  legislación  que  verse  sobre  la  marina 
mercante,  debería  tender  á  hacer  más  estrechos  los  lazos  que  nos 
unen  para  mutuo  provecho  en  nuestras  comunicaciones  comci^ 
ciales.  La  idea  de  reciproiMdad  en  el  tráñco  reconoce  como 
corolario  lógico  la  reciprocidad  en  los  medios  para  llevarlo  á 
efecto.  Las  repúblicas  americanas  se  han  unido  ya  para  hacer 
más  âciles  entre  ellas  los  transportes  por  tierra,  y  la  posición 
geográfica  de  las  unas  con  respecto  á  las  otras,  enseña  que  no 
es  menos  importante  [)ara  ellas  la  cuestión  de  establecer  y 
mantener  bajo  su  iníiuencia  un  sistema  de  transportes  por  mar. 


ESTADOS  UNIDOS. 

ASOCIACIÓN  NACIONAL  DE  FABRICANTES. 

Por  Teodoro  C.  Search,  Prtsidente, 

Esta  Asociación  merece  que  se  la  mencione  como  una  de  las 
varias  agt  ncias  de  importancia  establecidas  para  promover  el  trá- 

hco  entre  los  diferentes  países  comprendidos  t  n  la  Unión  Inrerna- 
cional  Americana,  y  por  esta  ra/on  vamos  á  liar  cuenta  sus 
propósitos  y  de  sus  trabajos.  Rej^rescnta  la  m«  nc  ionada  Asocia- 
ción los  estuerzos  unidos  de  Jos  lubricantes  americanos  para  el 
fomento  de  sus  comunes  intereses,  valiéndose  de  los  métodos  co- 
merciales más  adecuados  á  una  organización  de  tamaño  alcance, 
ya  por  sus  propósitos,  ya  por  el  número  de  sus  miembros.  Repre* 
sentando,  como  representa,  á  casi  todos  los  ramos  principales  de 
la  industria,  asi  como  á  los  más  importantes  distritos  manufacture* 
ros  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  la  Asociación  es  esencialmente  nacional, 
tanto  en  su  organización,  como  vw  sus  hncs  y  en  los  medios  que 
emplea  para  llevarlos  á  cabo.  Cada  año  eli^re  la  Asociación  su 
presidente,  su  secretario  y  su  tesorero,  sin  que  en  esto  entre  por 
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nada  la  cuestión  de  la  localidad  á  que  los  miembros  pertenecen. 
Estos  se  reúnen  en  una  convención  para  el  objeto  indicado,  y  de 
la  misma  manera  se  practica,  de  acuerdo  con  la  constitución,  la 

elección  de  un  vice-presidente  entre  los  miembros  de  cada  Estado. 
Lor  vice-presÍLÍcíU(S  de  los  doce  Estados  nuinuíacturcros  más 
importantes,  \os  <  in[)U':idos  principales,  y  cuatro  miembros  clt-^idos 
entre  todo  el  cuerpo,  constituyen  una  Comisión  Ejecutiva,  bajo 
cuya  dirección  están  los  tunrionarios  de  la  Asociación. 

La  política  general  de  la  Asociación  es  trazada  en  la  conven- 
ción anual,  donde  también  se  indica  á  la  Comisión  Ejecutiva  la 
dirección  que  debe  dar  á  sus  trabajos.  Esta,  á  su  vez,  otorga  pcxle- 
res  discrecionales  al  presidente,  convirtiéndole  de  esta  manera  en 
cabeza  ejecutiva  de  la  organización.  Los  trabajos  de  la  Aso- 
ciación Nacional  de  Fabricantes  pueden  dividirse  en  dos  clases: 
los  que  se  relac  ionan  con  los  intereses  locales  de  los  íalirii  anres 
americanos,  y  los  que  tienen  á  la  mira  el  trátíco  de  ios  Estados 
Unidos  con  los  países  extranjeros. 

La  primera  clase  tiende  á  los  fines  siguientes  : 

l*.  La  conservación  de  los  mercados  nacionales. 

2^  La  uniformidad  en  la  clasificación  de  la  carga  en  los  ferro» 
carriles. 

3^  La  mejora  de  las  comunicaciones  fluviales  interiores. 

4*.  La  creación  de  un  Ministerio  Federal  de  Comercio  é  In* 

dustria. 

5*.  La  creación  de  una  ley  nacional  de  quiebras. 

Entre  los  fines  que  se  tienen  á  la  mira  en  cuanto  al  comercio 
extranjero,  pueden  mencionarse  los  siguientes: 

1".  El  examen  de  los  mercados  extranjeros. 

2^  El  establecimiento  de  almacenes  de  muestras  de  efectos 
americanos  en  los' centros  comerciales  extranjeros. 

3^.  La  mejora  del  servicio  consular. 

4^  La  reconstrucción  de  la  marina  mercante  de  los  Estados 
Unidos. 

La  construcción  del  Canal  de  Nicaragua  bajo  la  inriuencia 
americana. 

6*".  El  restablecinncnto  de  los  tratados  de  comercio  y  recipro- 
cidad. 

Aunque  los  fínes  atrás  mencionados  son  los  más  importantes 
que  la  Asociación  tiene  á  la  mira,  no  abrazan  todo  el  vasto  campo 
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á  que  consagra  su  actividad,  porque  los  puntos  en  referencia 
entrañan  muchas  empresas  que  aumentan  en  gran  cs(  al;i  sus  tra- 
bajos. Aunque  la  Asociación  Nacional  de  Fabricantes  ha  llamado 
principalmente  la  atención  por  sus  esfuerzos  para  acrecentar  el 
comercio  exterior  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  puede  verse,  por  la 
simple  enumeración  de  los  fines  que  se  propone,  que  no  se  la  maiw 
tiene  solamente  con  el  objeto  de  desarrollar  el  tráfico  con  países 
extranjeros.  Sus  trabajos  en  los  Estados  Unidos  no  son  menos 
importantes  (^ue  sus  trabajos  ta  ti  exterior. 

Ante  toilo,  la  Asociación  es  csencialnu-nrc  americana.  Aun- 
que ajena  por  completo  á  la  política,  como  que  entre  sus  miem- 
bros figuran  hombres  que  pertenecen  á  diferentes  partidos,  la  Aso 
ciación  Nacional  de  Fabricantes  está  firme  y  decididamente  en 
favor  de  que  las  industrias  del  país  sean  protegidas,  segura  como 
se  siente  de  que  no  existe  en  el  mundo  mercado  tan  importante 
para  los  fabricantes  americanos  como  el  que  tienen  en  su  propio 
suelo.  La  tarifii  es  vista  por  la  Asociación,  sin  embargo,  como 
un  problema  económico  y  no  como  asunto  de  política,  y  cree 
que  al  imponer  los  derechos,  se  debe  tratar  de  que  los  artículos 
importados  cuesten  lo  mismo  que  los  hechos  en  los  E^tatios 
Unidos.  Tal  es  el  modo  de  ver  de  la  mayor  parte  de  sus  miem- 
bros relativamente  á  la  cuestión  arancelaria-  Cuando  la  mencio- 
nada Asociación  manifestó  sus  ideas  sobre  el  asunto  de  tarifii, 
en  la  convención  anual  de  enero  de  1897,  se  expresó  de  esta 
manera: 

*'Se  resuelve:  Que  los  derechos  deben  ser  adecuados  á  la 
protección  que  se  ha  de  dar  á  nuestras  industrias  manufactureras 

y  atjrícolas,  así  como  á  los  trabajadores  empleados  por  aquéllas. 
L.i  :.iriía  deh(  ría  contener  sohimente  derechos  específicos,  ó  una 
combinación  de  derechos  cspecíhcos  y  ad  valorem." 

De* los  trabajos  de  la  Asociación  en  cate  país  nin^nino  ha  llama- 
do canto  la  atención  como  los  que  ha  hecho  en  íavor  de  que  se 
establezca  un  Ministerio  de  Comercio  é  l  ndustria.  Esta  i (  I  t  a,  origi- 
nada hace  muchos  años,  estuvo  por  largo  tiempo  abandonada,  pero 
últimamente  ha  sido  otra  vez  presentada  al  público,  y  bastante  se 
ha  conseguido  en  el  sentido  de  hacer  comprender  la  ventaja  de 
que  haya  un  nuevo  miembro  en  el  Gabinete.  Ha  habido  mu- 
chos proyectos  de  ley  para  la  creación  de  ese  Ministerio,  y  se  ha 
hecho  una  verdadera  campaña  de  educación  á  tin  de  demostrar  la 
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conveniencia  tie  cjue  se  cree.  I'^l  objeto  c^ue  se  tiene  en  perspectiva 
es  reunir  en  un  solo  departamento  ciel  Ciobierno  nacional  todo  lo 
-que  se  relaciona  con  las  industrias  y  el  comercio  de  la  nación,  á 
fin  de  qu€  esos  intereses  sean  fomentados  mejor  de  lo  que  puede 
hacerse  ahora.  La  Asociación  ha  mantenido  vivo  el  interés  público 
•en  este  asunto  por  medio  de  una  comisión  de  sus  miembros  y  con 
la  circulación  de  impresos  que  tratan  de  ese  particular. 

Los  esfuer2os  que  la  Asociación  de  Fabricantes  está  haciendo 
á  fin  de  aumentar  el  comercio  exterior  de  los  Estados  Unidos 
son,  de  todos  sus  trabajos,  los  que  probable  mente  despertarán 
mayor  interés  entre  las  personas  (pu:  1«  an  este  artículo,  i  ln  esto, 
como  en  todo,  la  Asociación  procura  valerse  de  medios  verdadera- 
mente prácticos. 

Esos  trabajos  abrazan  un  estudio  cuidadoso  de  nuevos  mer- 
cados para  productos  americanos;  el  examen  de  la  situación 
comercial  de  varios  países,  y  el  averiguar,  en  cuanto  sea  posible, 
qué  clase  de  etectos  americanos  son  vendibles  en  los  diferentes 
mercados  y  que  competencia  puede  encontrarse  allí.  Trabajo  pre- 
liminar y  preparatorio  es  éste  y  conducirá  al  establecimiento  de 
depósitos,  bajo  la  dirección  de  la  Asociación,  en  aquellos  centros 
mercantiles  que  otr(  zcan  las  mejores  o[)urtun¡(lad<  s  para  <  1  desa- 
rrollo del  tráfico.  Esos  depósitos  serán  almacenes  para  exhibir 
mercancías  americanas  de  toda  clase,  establecimientos  donde  los 
-que  deseen  comprar  algunos  efectos  podrán  verlos  y  examinarlos. 
La  utilidad  de  este  método  no  puédemenos  de  ser  obvia  para  todos 
aquellos  que  han  tratado  de  vender  mercancías  sin  tener  las  mues- 
tras y  valiéndose  sólo  de  descripciones  verbales  y  por  escrito.  Cree 
•la  Asociación  Nacional  de  Fabricantes  que  este  plan  puede 
emplearse  con  excelentes  resultados  en  nmchos  países  extranje- 
ros, particularmente  en  los  centros  comerciales  de  la  América 
latina.  Se  están  haciendo  investigaciones  con  este  objeto  en  va- 
rios países,  y  el  primero  de  los  proyectados  almacenes  de  exhibición 
se  encuentra  ahora  en  vía  de  organización  en  Caracas,  Vene- 
zuela, bajo  las  favorables  condiciones  creadas  por  una  concesión 
especial  del  Gobierno  venezolano. 

Como  el  establecimiento  de  los  referidos  almacenes  es  uno  de 
los  trabajos  más  importantes  de  la  Asociación,  es  conveniente 
ilustrar  más  ampliamente  sus  propósitos^  explicando  lo  que  se  trata 
de  hacer  por  medio  del  depósito  que  se  va  á  íundar.en  Caracas. 
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i\  Se  mantendrá  una  exhibición  permanente  de  muestras  en 
condiciones  tales,  que  atraiga  la  atención  de  los  que  deseen 
comprar. 

2*.  Servirá  como  punto  de  reunión  para  los  representantes  de 
los  expositores,  cuando  visiten  Venezuela  con  el  objeto  de  vender 

algunos  efectos,  ó  de  examinar  aquel  mercado.  El  almacén  ofre- 
cerá á  dichos  reprt  sentante  s  facilidades  inapreciubl rs,  tanto  por 
nutlio  (Ir  iníoriiies^  como  por  medio  de  avisos  oportunos  sobre 
asuntos  comerciales, 

3**.  £i  almacén  puede  servir  como  depósito  de  aduana  para 
conservar  allí,  mediante  el  pa^o  de  una  cantidad  módica,  mercan- 
cías que  se  deseen  vender  en  Venezuela. 

4*.  £1  almacén  puede  servir  de  agencia  para  las  mercancías  que 
estén  en  depósito,  atendiendo  á  la  entrada  de  las  mismas,  al  pago 
de  fletes,  de  derechos,  etc. 

Ç.  Conu)  escuela  pam  adiestrar  á  los  que  se  ocupen  en  vender 
ni(  n  aiK  ías  en  Venezuela  ó  en  otras  repúblicas  sudanirric  anas, 
el  almacén  no  tlrjará  que  desear,  y  al  mismo  tiempo  presentará 
excelentes  oportunidades  para  estudiar  las  condiciones  comerciales 
de  la  América  española  y  el  sistema  empleado  allí  en  los  negocios. 

6^  Grandes  servicios  podra  también  prestar  el  almacén  reco- 
giendo valiosos  informes  para  aquellos  que  quieran  emprender 
negocios  en  Venezuela,  puesto  que  estará  dentro  de  sus  atribuciones 
el  obtener  datos  fidedignos  y  amplios  sobre  toda  clase  de  materias 
que  se  relacionen  con  los  intereses  comerciales  americanos. 

7*.  Muestras  de  los  cícctos  que  se  vendrn  en  \  enezuela,  catá- 
logos, listas  de  precios,  etc.,  se  tendrán  para  el  uso  lie  los  admi- 
nistradores del  almacén  y  de  los  que  lo  visiten  tn  calidad  de 
agentes  de  los  expositores. 

8°.  Se  obtendrán  informes  sobre  nuevas  empresas  comerciales 
y  otras  á  fin  de  comunicarlos,  con  la  debida  prontitud,  á  lor  intere- 
sados que,  por  ser  miembros  de  la  Asociación  Nacional  de  Fabri* 
cantes  ó  por  haber  tomado  parte  en  la  exhibición,  tengan  derecho 
á  dichos  informes. 

I'^l  viaje  que  una  comisión  dv  tahricantes  americanos  hizo  á  la 
América  del  vSur  el  vtrano  pasadt),  y  que  llamo  tanto  la  atención 
del  mundo  comercial,  tur  proyectado  y  lle\adu  á  eíecto  por  la 
Asociación  Nacional  de  Fabricantes.  Purantr  los  tres  meses  que 
la  combión  permaneció  en  el  Brasil,  la  República  Argentina  y  el 
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Urupuav,  recoció  informes  muy  valiosos  acerca  de  la  posibilidad 
de  aumentar  c\  tráíico  de  los  Estatios  l  tiitlos  con  ;u¿uello.s  jxiíses. 
El  informe  de  esta  comisión  es  voluminoso,  y  es  mimdo  como  uno 
de  los  tratados  más  completos  y  bien  escritos  que  se  han  publicado 
jamás  sobre  el  tráfico  sudamericano. 

Aquel  viaje  despertó  el  más  vivo  interés  en  los  círculos  comercia- 
les extranjeros,  que  tomaron  nota  de  todos  sus  detalles.  Fué  ob- 
jeto de  informes  especíeles  á  sus  respectivos  gobiernos  por  parte  de 
los  cónsules  acreditados  en  los  Estados  Unidos,  y  los  periódicos 
y  revistas  comerciales  de  Inglaterra  y  del  continente  europeo  lo 
discutieron  extensamente,  calificándolo  como  un  incidente  de  gran 
sipnificación  en  el  movimiento  iniciado  para  íomt  ntar  el  cunu  rcio 
exu  rior  ile  los  Pastados  Unidos.  Los  trabajos  de  esta  comisión 
no  solamente  han  sido  henéticos  para  las  relacione^  comerriales  de 
los  Estados  ü  nidos  con  los  países  de  la  América  del  bur,  sino  que 
han  dado  gran  prestigio  á  la  Asociación  en  este  país  y  fuera  de  éi, 
asi  como  han  servido  para  hacer  comprender  á  las  naciones  extran- 
jeras cuan  serios  son  los  propósitos  de  los  fabricantes  americanos 
en  orden  á  aumentar  su  comercio  exterior. 

El  ejemplo  dado  por  la  Asociación  Nacional  de  Fabricantes 
al  llevar  á  cabo  con  tan  buen  éxito  este  viaje  á  la  América  del 
Sur,  ha  sido  imitado  despurs  por  Inglaterra,  Francia  y  Alemania, 
que  han  enviado  á  la  China  comisiones  exploradoras,  semejantes 
á  la  nuestra. 

Uno  de  los  documentos  más  interesantes  publicados  por  la  Aso- 
ciación, es  un  informe  detallado  sobre  el  comercio  y  las  industrias 
del  Japón,  que  contiene  el  resultado  de  las  numerosas  investi- 
gaciones hechas  en  aquel  país  por  Roberto  P.  Porter,  Superin* 
tendente  que  fué  del  undécimo  censo  de  los  Estados  Unidos^  y 
persona  notablemente  versada  en  materia  de  estadística.  Este 
informe  abraza  todas  las  industrias  más  importantes  del  Japón 
y  trata  extensivanu  nre  sobre  aquellas  euya  competencia  se  ha  he- 
cho sentir  más  en  los  Estados  Unidos.  De  e.^ta  manera  se  ofrecen 
valiosos  é  interesantes  informes  á  los  comerciantes  ó  á  los  que  se 
dedican  á  estudiar  el  punto  en  referencia,  informes  que  hasra  hoy 
no  habían  sido  accesibles. 

Las  investigaciones  hechas  por  el  Señor  Porter  para  esta  Aso- 
ciación, no  solamente  disiparon  los  temores  de  que  las  industrias 
del  Japón,  en  su  rápido  desarrollo,  van  á  hacer  desastrosa  compe- 
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U  ne  in  á  las  marmfactiiras  americanas,  sino  que  vinieron  á  demos- 
trar que  el  Imperio  del  Mikado  posée  grandes  ventajas  como 
mercado  para  productos  americanos  de  diversas  clases,  principal- 
mente maquinaria  y  manufacturas. 

Como  la  Asociación  Nacional  de  Fabricantes  cree  que  para 
obtener  un  buen  servicio  consular,  los  Estados  Unidos  deben 
escoger  hombres  competentes  y  conservarlos  permanentemente  en 
sus  puestos,  ha  dedicado  á  este  asunto  especial  atención.  Se  ha 
hecho  un  examen  detenido  de  muchos  jniestos  consulares,  y  acerca 
de  ellos  se  han  dirigido  recomendaciones  especiales  al  Presidente 
y  al  Secretario  de  Estado 

Uno  de  los  trabajos  mas  nnportantes  de  la  Asociación  Nacional 
de  Fabricantes  es  la  publicación  de  escritos  de  interés  general  y 
de  verdadero  valor  para  los  íabricantes.  Las  "Circulares"  publi- 
cadas por  la  oficina  encargada  de  esta  clase  de  trabajos  de  la  Asocia- 
ción han  contribuido  poderosamente  á  fomentar  los  intereses  de 
la  misma.  Las  Circulares''  varían  de  tamafio,  siendo  á  veces 
una  sola  hoja  y  en  ocasiones  volúmenes  de  164  páginas.  Son 
distribuidas  gratis  t  ntre  los  fabricantes  de  los  Estados  Unidos  y 
entre  casas  extranjeras  de  cook  ri:io. 

La  publicación  más  importante  que  la  asociación  ha  puesto  en 
obra  es  una  "  Guía  de  Compradores,"  que  contendrá  los  nombres 
de  los  miembros»  arreglados  y  clasificados  de  tal  modo  que  se  vea 
desde  luego  cual  es  el  negocio  en  que  cada  uno  está  interesado,  y 
con  aquellos  informes  adicionales  que  son  más  necesarios  para  los 
comerciantes  extranjeros  que  desean  comprar  productos  americanos. 
Este  libro  está  en  vía  de  preparación  y  pronto  se  publicará.  La 
edición  será  considerable  v  será  distribuida  (  ntre  los  cuhkh  lantes 
de  los  países  donde  se  habla  la  lengua  inglesa.  Se  piensa  hacer 
más  tarde  edic  íoik  s  en  otras  lenguas.  La  asociación  envía  tam- 
bién á  sus  miembros,  exclusivamente,  boletines  conhdenciales  que 
contienen  informes  sobre  la  clase  de  artículos  americanos  que 
necesitan  los  compradores  extranjeros.  La  oficina  principal  de  la 
Asociación  Nacional  de  Fabricantes  se  encuentra  en  Filadélfia, 
calle  4*  al  norte,  n"  1751,  donde  los  trabajos  se  hacen  bajo  la 
inmediata  vigilancia  del  presidente.  Es  este  el  centro  de  todas 
las  operaciones  que  se  llevan  á  cabo  en  países  extranjeros,  v  la 
oficina  está  en  comunicación  directa  con  numerosos  corresponsales 
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y  agentes  á  sueldo  en  los  pnncipales  centros  del  mundo.  Aunque 

solo  cuenta  la  Asociación  con  dos  años  v  medro  de  existencia,  el 
núm(  ro  dv  sus  socios  asciende  va  á  rcrra  de  mil.  Estos  son  febri- 
cantrs  de  primera  clase,  muy  eonocidos  en  los  listados  Unidos. 
La  inñuencia  de  la  asociación  se  hace  sentir  en  muchas  partes  del 
mundo. 

En  prueba  del  interés  con  que  han  sido  mirados  en  el  extranjero 
los  trabajos  de  la  Asociación,  citaremos,  como  muy  significativos, 
tos  siguientes  comentarios  del   British  Trade  Journal  "  : 

Sería  conveniente  que  existiera  en  este  pais  una  asociación 
semejante  á  la  de  los  fabricantes  de  los  Estados  Unidos.  En  la 
actualüiad  nuestros  intereses  manuíacturcros  se  hallan  tlesorgan iza- 
dos. Tenemos,  es  verdad,  asociaciones  que  representan  diversos 
ramos  del  comercio,  pero  carecemos  de  una  asociación  central. 
£1  único  cuerpo  que  se  parece  á  la  asociación  americana  es  la 
Cámara  del  Comercio  Asociado,  pero  en  esta  corporación  los  inte- 
reses de  los  Êibricantes  son  hollados  por  la  clase  mercantil,  cuyas 
opiniones  sobre  muchas  cuestiones  importantes  son  diametral- 
mente opuestas  á  las  de  los  fabricantes.  De  aquí  resulta  que  los 
fabricantes  inglest  s,  como  clase,  se  ven  entorpecidos  por  la  Cámara 
de  Comercio  y  que  aquel  j^ran  cuerpo,  cuyos  intereses  en  todo 
el  país  son  más  importantes  que  los  de  los  agentes  comerciales 
permanence  ignorado." 

A  los  que  de  cualquiera  parte  del  mundo  t>e  dirijan  á  la  Aso- 
ciación solicitando  sus  publicaciones  ó  informes  sobre  asuntos 
comerciales,  ya  específicos,  ]ra  generales,  se  les  contestará,  accedien- 
do á  sus  deseos,  tan  pronto  como  sea  posible  y  sin  cobrarles 
nada. 


EL  COMERCIO  SOBRE  BASES  IGUALES  Y  EQLI- 

TATIVAS. 

Se  ha  dicho  que  el  comercio  ha  civilizado  al  mundo  y  que 
la  nación  que  lo  domine,  también  dominará  á  la  tierra. 

Hay  en  el  comercio  dos  grandes  elementos,  el  trJtfico  y  los 
iransportcSy  activo  el  primero  y  pasivo  el  segundo.  Un  comercio 
activo  debe  hacerle  j)()r  nietlio  de  nuestra  propia  marina  mer- 
cante y  no  valiéndonos  de  barcos  extranjeros.    Ya  sea  libre  ó  de 
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algún  modo  gravado,  el  comercio  drbe  hacerse  sobre  bases  iguales 
y  eíjuitativas.  Entre  las  máximas  que  nos  legó  aquel  {xnsador 
que  se  llamó  Benjamín  I  rank-lin,  se  encuentra  la  siguiente: 

**  Es  comercio  equitativo  aquel  en  que  valores  iguales  se  cam- 
bian por  otros  iguales,  incluyendo  los  gastos  de  transporte.  Así, 
por  ejemplo^  si  para  producir  una  ^ega  de  trigo^  A  tiene  que 
emplear  en  Inglaterra  el  mismo  trabajo  y  dinero  que  B  ha  menester 
en  Francia  para  producir  cuatro  galones  de  vino,  resulta  que 
cuatro  galones  de  vino  equivalen  exactamente  á  una  fenega  de 
trigo,  y  en  tal  caso  A  y  H  van  á  encontrarse,  andando  cada  cual 
la  mitad  del  camino,  y  cambian  sus  respectivos  protluctos.  La 
ventaja  de  este  sistema  ile  c-omen  io  tan  equitativo  es  c|\u  cada 
individuo  aumenta  sus  comodidades,  pues  en  lugar  de  tener  solo 
trigo  ó  solo  vino,  tiene  vino  y  trigo.** 

Pero  si  A  es  dueño  de  un  barco  en  Inglaterra  y  B  no  lo  es  en 
Francia,  b  transacción  tiene  que  hacerse  en  el  segundo  de  estos 
países,  en  cuyo  caso  el  navio  inglés  será  el  que  lleve  los  productos 
de  un  lado  á  otro,  lo  que  dará  por  resultado  un  saldo  á  favor  de 
una  de  las  partes,  pagadero  en  dinero.  Aun  cuando  semejante 
tráfico  sea  libre,  no  se  practica  en  circunstancias  iguales,  simple- 
mente porque  una  de  las  partes  })t)see  lo  que  la  otra  no  tiene.  La 
falta  de  marina  mercante  en  un  país  tiende  á  bajar  el  precio  de  sus 
productos,  mientras  que,  por  el  contrario,  la  posesión  de  dicha 
marina  tiende  á  elevarlos,  si  se  les  envía  á  mercados  extranjeros. 
Teniendo  navios  se  dominan  lor  mercados,  pero  careciendo  de 
ellos  se  vive  en  un  estado  de  dependencia  que  cuesta  caro. 

Las  repúblicas  americanas,  incluyendo  ó  no  á  los  Estados 
Unidos,  no  tienen  !a  suficiente  marina  mercante,  y  por  lo  que 
hace  ú  navios  para  largos  viajes,  carecen  de  ellos  por  completo. 
La  siguiente  rabia,  copiada  del  "  Répertoire  General  du  Bu  (  .iii 
Ventas"  para  los  años  de  1896  y  1897,  da  el  número  de  los  vapores 
de  más  de  100  toneladas  y  el  de  los  bu(jues  de  v  ela  de  más  de  50, 
indicando  el  tonelaje  bruto  y  el  neto  de  cada  clase  y  las  banderas 
bajo  que  navegan: 
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Manna  nercante  de  las  Repúblicas  americanas. 


Naciuucs  á  que  ¡>«;r- 
tencccn. 


Esiadi-ts  Unidos  , 

l<ia«iil  '  ¿14 

CJiilc  

Kt  píiliüca  Argentina 

I'  I  umiay  

iViu   

México ............ 

Nicaragua  ......... 

WiiLv-uela  

Hiuii  

('nil  itiihia  .......... 

Cosia  Kica  

Snnto  Domingo  .... 
['ara^iuav  ......... 

Honduras  

Guatemala  

Bi.livia  

balvaiiui ........ 

Ecuador  


Vapore»  de  loo  tonelada»  atiMs  , 
6  de  mtfa. 

Tonelaje 
bruta 

Tonelaje 
neto. 

50  toneladas  netas 
ó  de  mis. 


TotaL 


Total  , , . . 

Total  del  mundo. . . . 


477 

7M.  707 

529.71'' 

íM 

88, 90& 

36 

45. 3»! 

30.064 

61 

43.317 

28, 116 

»9 

0. 416 

().  018 

6 

<>.  414 

4.  -3: 

12 

4.099 

2 

2,158 

1,386 

h 

2.033 

1,008 

4 

739 

I 

881 

457 

2 

240 

2 

239 

1 

332 

233 

1      XI A 

Tonelaje  ! 

mero. 

neto. 

,  >  *  I 

I 

1 .  -ír     4' '7 

J2o 

142 

73.  i62[ 

154 

?ï 

I     4  I  '1 

?4 

9,  2011 

30 

10, 453! 

16 

17 

4. 

7 

r,77o 

3 

551 

7 

1. 257 

3 

19^ 

16 

4t35i 

3 

2,  Ji4 

4 

1.  Iu9| 

1 

386| 

Toaeladas. 


4,3^>  2,129,174 
034:  212.824 
178  118.481 

21.  --,4 

13.  980 

12,  611 

4-  '4') 
5.  7'J<^ 

Î.  <'7a 

1.  74'' 

199 

4.  351 

2 ,  .'j  1 4 

1,  loy 
386 


942    1.018,037  693.575 


4.  74-,  t.     7.  5-'5 


-  '  ? 

7" 

03 
32 
21 
21 
8 
4 
9 
I 
3 
16 

4 
I| 

Cj 


Ó4.  5(..2 


II.  155 hi7>oB9, 59610,  761,025  29. 348  9i  I35i  56040»  503:26, 225*  156 


El  tonelaje  á  qu(  >e  refiere  la  tabla  anterior  abraza  tanto  el  de 
los  navu)>  (|ut'  ii;i\  (  ;j:;an  en  alta  mar,  como  el  de  lo?  <|ue  solamente 
se  tinplean  en  el  cabotaje.  El  tonelaje  de  estos  últimos  es  m  nor 
que  el  de  los  primeros.  Por  ejemplo,  en  l8y6  el  tonelaje  de 
los  Estados  Unidos  en  el  tráfico  extranjero  era  solamente  de 
829,833  toneladas,  ó  sea  el  39  por  ciento  del  tonelaje  total. 

Los  Estados  Unidos  tienen  como  las  tres  cuartas  partes  del 
tonelaje  total  de  todas  las  repúblicas  americanas.  Del  tonelaje 
total  del  mundo  las  repúblicas  americanas  tienen  como  una  décima 
parre,  v  los  Estado  Unidos  como  una  duodécima,  traran(.lo>f  de 
barcos  dr  alta  mar.  Kn  la  tabla  ([iic  se  pone  á  continuación 
está  señaiadt)  el  tonelaje  de  los  Estados  Unidos  en  el  tráfico  exte- 
rior por  término  medio  de  1892  a  1896,  esto  es,  en  el  período 
de  cinco  años.  También  se  marca  allí  la  parte  que  corresponde  á 
las  repúblicas  americanas  detalladamente,  y  en  masa  lo  que  toca 
á  los  otras  naciones. 
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Tonelaje  que  entró  y  Jut  despachado  end  triíjico  exterior  de  los  Estados  Unidos. 


Entns. 

Fué  despachada 

Con  carga. 

Total. 

Con  carga. 

Total. 

7bn4kJas. 



2, 437 

3,  ooJ 

7iJ'í''.'cíi/j  - 
2,  299 

920 

55 

19.  436 

3.  2i9 
15 

93 

40.371 

I.  620 

-',  4''^ 

11.535 
238 

Haití  

N  iciiraj^Uii  

Kepúblicu  Ar^fii- 

55 

33.466 

134 
1,380 

357 
259 

Z.  O'X" 

84 

55 
6,768 

042 

ÏO,  033 

708 
III 
40. 238 

1 , 07(1 
1  ,  5 
11, 091 
«59 

20,932 

t ,  '  .  -'O 

441 
io,  734 
238 

1 . 017 

Brasil  

27 
760 

lou 

400 

400 
131 

34,  34 

131 

T.  .1  -1 1 

Estados  Unidos. . . . 

Rcpíihl  i  c  n  s 
americanas 
Naciones  «xtianje- 

37.912 
3.  556. 999 

22. 311 
1,073.494 

5'>.  773 
4.630,494 



4^-».  ¿34 
3.  S94. 154 

1,108,497 

., 

4.  702,  Ò5I 

3,  594.  yl  I 
11,679,106 

1, 095,  805 
3.803,977 

4,  6«;u,  209 
15.483.53» 

3.  <>34.  3âîi 
14,039,317 

I,  129,  841 
1,678. 173 



4.  764.  274 
«5,707.446 

15,  «74. 017 

4, 899, 782 

20,  173.  800 

17,663,705 

2,808,014 

20,471,730 

La  mejor  parte  de  este  tráñco  se  hizo  por  medio  de  navios 
extranjcrofi,  principalmente  europeos.  £1  tonelaje  total  de  los 
que  trajeron  carga  se  divide  así  :  Extranjero,  7646  por  ciento,  y 
americano,  23.54  por  ciento.  El  de  los  que  llevaron  carga  al 
exterior  se  descompone  así:  Extranjero,  79.36  por  ciento;  ameri- 
cano, 20.64  por  ciento. 

La  proporción  del  tonelaje  de  los  navios  en  el  tráfico,  ya  de  los  que 
traen  carga  u  de  los  que  vienen  por  ella,  se  verá  en  las  dos  tablas 
signientes  : 

Tráfico  exterior  de  hs  Estados  Unidos.    Proporción  del  tonelaje  de  los  navios 
de  ida  y  vuelta  en  un  término  medio  de  cinco  años. 


ENTRADAS. 


VadouaUdad  de  lo»  Imhcm. 

Proporción  del  toaeIoj« 
que  entró. 

Con  carga. 

Bn  lastre. 

A>r  titnlo. 

76.  3r 

^ciento. 

23.  iq 
23.  36 
33-  23 
«4.58 

Repúblicas  americanas,  incluyendo  á,  los  Estados  Unidos. . . . 
Repúblicas  aittira  ui.t^,  l  xcl  ii\ ctidu  &  los  Estados  UotdOS.. . 

76.  64 
66.  77 

75.  4í 

75.71 

24.  29 
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DESPACHO  DE  NAVÍOS. 


KadocialUIad  de  lot  barcos. 

Propordóa  del  tonelaje 
despachado. 

Coa  carga. 

Ihr  ciento. 
76.43 

76.  «8 

65.  30 
89-  95 

/br  ciento. 
23.57 
43. 7a 

34.  70 

10.  05 

Repdblicas  americanas,  incluyendo  á  los  Estados  Unidos. . . . 

Rt  pfiblica';  amcriran.i!;,  excluyendo  á  los  Estados  Unidos  . . . 

86.03 

13-97 

» 

£1  valor  total  de  la  exportación  de  los  Estados  Unidos  durante 
el  affo  iíscal  de  1896,  fbé  de  $882,606,938.    De  esta  cantidad 

$^^5'037'977'  ^  ^  l'Zl  P^^  ciento  del  total,  fué  á  las  repúblicas 
americanas. 

El  valor  total  de  la  importación  durante  el  mismo  año  fué  de 
$779,724,674,  (\v  lo  cual  $137,425,8^0,  ó  sea  el  17.Ó2  por  ciento, 
vino  de  las  Repúblicas  americanas. 

Datos  relativos  á  este  tráfico  y  á  la  participación  que  en  él 
tomaron  los  navios  americanos  se  dan  á  continuación: 


l  alor  J¿¿  tràjico  cxUrior  d¿  los  Estados  Unidos  con  otras  repúblicas  ameri- 
canas y  cantidad  de  carga  llevada  en  barcos  americanos,  durante  el  año 
Jiscai  que  terminó  el  jo  de  junio  de  lépó. 


Plises. 

Exportación. 

Por 
dento. 

Importación. 

Por 
dento. 

Total 

dento. 

Santo  Domingo  

ÍÍrASil  ■■•S**b*aft*k*»«a 

República  Argentina  . . 

Venezuela  

fírsos. 

4,  424,  502 
f.064.  116 

5.  Su,  472 
3,  15S.  059 
I.  198, 612 
1,608,  573 
1, 269.  015 

610.  621 
14,  258.  187 

5.  979. 
3.  838.  746 
3.  3S2.  ç8S 

1, 4S1,  200 

W'  381 

669.  416 
21,907 

25.  90 
90.  II 

68 

So.  34 

14.  51 

90.  06 
50.  22 
70.  50 

15.  <)0 

10.  97 
85.  20 
44.  II 

11.  73 

15-  39 
46.  72 

82.  13 

5.  70 

1,  697,  6t8 

2,  895,  069 
13,  586,  348 

2,  080,  027 

3.83s,  1S7 
I,  166,  970 
I,  268,  922 

77^  í'44 

71,  OÍKÍ,  046 

9.313.  385 
9,  649,  911 

4,  970,  092 

4.  7'  "í.  "I7 

3,  242,428 
712,696 
763»  ^3 

23.  67 
78.06 
46.  67 
84.  27 
8.  98 
90.  34 
20.  90 
62.  62 

3.  71 
40.  91 

92.  62 
16.  50 
20.  43 
46.  66 
43.1a 
9«'*7 

flesos. 
6,  121,  120 

3.959.  185 
22,  697,  820 
5,  238,  086 

5.  "33'  799 
2,  775.  543 
2.537.  937 
I.  387,  265 
85.318,  233 
15.  292.431 
13,  488,657 
8,  352.  680 

8,  140,  S2Í 

4.723, 628 
1,712,077 

1,453.  059 
21,907 

25.26 
81.30 

50.  49 
81.  90 

10.  30 
90.  19 

35-  56 
66.  08 

5.  74 
99.31 

90.  50 

27.  67 

lb.  -b 

36.  85 
45.  aa 
87.  24 
5.70 

Total  

1 

56, 226, 249 

40.  32 

132, 028, 003 

24.79  |i88,254.252 

■28. 89 

Nota.— £1  valor  de  las  exportaciones  ë  importaciones,  al  tratarse  de  Mixieo,  se 
refiere  solo  al  comercio  por  mar. 
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A I  examinar  la  tabla  anterior,  ios  hehos  siguientes  saltan  á  la 

vista: 

Primero:  En  el  tráfico  mayor  que  tienen  los  Estados  Unidos, 
que  es  el  del  Brasil,  es  en  el  que  se  emplea  el  menor  número  de 
navios  americanos.  El  comercio  con  Venezuela  es  el  que  emplea 
mayor  número  de  barcos  americanos,  y  aunque  desÊivorable  en 
cuanto  al  tráfico  mismo,  es  fiivorable  en  cuanto  á  los  transportes. 
Calculados  estos  al  lo  por  ciento  sobre  el  voíumen  del  tráfico, 
resultaría  la  suma  de  $1,^48,865,  de  la  cual  tocaría  á  los  ameri- 
canos (I  (jO.  Ç  por  ciento,  ó  sea  $1,220,72^,  lo  que  se  de  be  df^diu  ir 
df  1  saldo  (jiR-  f n  nuestra  contra  deja  el  comercio  con  aquel  país. 
En  cuanto  al  Brasil,  sin  embargo,  la  cantidad  de  carga  que  va  en 
buques  americanos  es  tan  pequeña — 5.74  por  ciento— que  entra 
por  muy  poco  en  lo  de  rebajar  el  saldo  adverso  que  resulta  de  las 
exportaciones  é  importaciones.  Calculando  el  valor  de  los  trans^ 
portes  al  12  por  ciento,  la  reducción  seríá  de  $587,672  en 
$56,801,859,  es  decir,  como  el  i  por  ciento.  Esto  evidencia 
la  necesidad  de  que  se  empleen  vapores  americanos  en  el  tráfico 
con  el  Brasil. 

Secundo:  Calculando  en  un  10  por  ciento  el  valor  medio  de 
los  transportes  para  todo  el  comercio,  tal  como  aparece  en  la  tabla — 
esto  es,  $i88,2  54,262 — resulta  que  la  cantidad  pagada  por  el  uso  de 
los  barcos  es  de  $18,825,425.  La  parte  que  de  esto  les  tocaá  los 
americanos,  calculada  al  28^  por  ciento,  es  de  $5,438,665,  que 
no  es,  probablemente,  sino  la  tercera  parte  de  lo  que  les  tocaría  si 
en  la  política  nacional  se  diera  á  la  cuestión  de  transportes  tanta 
importancia  como  al  comercio  mismo. 

Tercero:  Como  un  ejemplo  de  lo  que  se  debería  alcanzar  en 
el  comercio  con  las  republicas  americanas,  fijémonos  en  el  esta- 
do del  tráfico  y  de  los  tran;>portt:s  con  los  paíftc^  siguientes  :  Santo 
Domingo,  Mexico,  Guatemala,  El  Salvador,  Honduras,  V^ene- 
zuela  y  el  Ecuador.  Más  de  la  mitad  del  comercio  con  estos 
países  se  efectuó  por  medio  de  barcos  americanos  durante  el  año 
de  1896.  El  término  medio  fiié  de  72.3  por  ciento.  Las  exporta* 
ciones  alcanzaron  á  $19,781,003,  y  las  importaciones  á  $31,2 iS*- 
612,  arrojando  un  saldo  en  contra  nuestra  de  $11,437,609;  pero 
el  valor  de  los  transpí)rtes,  calculado  al  1  o  por  ciento,  nos  dejó 
$3/)(S)/)99,  con  lo  cual  se  efectúa  una  reducción  de  32.24  por 
ciento,  quedando  así  reducido  el  saldo  en  contra  nuestra,  en  cuanto 
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al  tráfico  en  general,  á  $7,751,910.  Podemos  aj^rc^ar  que  aun- 
que todo  cl  tráfico  se  hubiera  iu  c  ho  por  inccik)  de  navios  ameri- 
canos, habría  aun  en  contra  luirrra  un  saldt)  dr  $6, 343,79c). 

Cuarto:  En  el  tráfico  rotal,  sc^iin  se  ve  por  la  tabla  marcada 
con  la  letra  D,  el  saldo  en  nuestra  contra  es  muy  grande,  á  saber, 
$75,801,754.  La  verdad  es  que  si  todos  los  transportes  se 
hubieran  hecho  en  barcos  americanos,  y  calculándolos  á  razón  de 
un  10  por  ciento,  lo  que  daría  la  suma  de  $18,825,425,  y  ésta  se 
agregara  á  la  cantidad  total  exportada  por  los  Estados  Unidos,  ó 
sea  $56,226,249,  la  suma  que  resultaría  sería  $750,080  menos 
que  la  mitad  de  lo  que  este  país  importó.  Aquí  se  demuestra 
tambié-n  de  un  modo  nuiy  t  laro  que  los  intereses  de  los  Estados 
Unido!»  exigen  (]ue  se  aumente  su  marina  mercante. 

La  parte  que  de  los  transportes,  en  su  tráhco»con  los  Estados 
Unidos,  le  tocó  á  cada  una  de  ¡as  otras  repúblicas  americanas 
fué  muy  pequeña.  Solamente  cinco  países  emplearon  sus  propíos 
navios  en  su  propio  tráñco  en  1896,  y  fueron  los  siguientes  : 


FiÍMt. 


Chile  

Brasil  . . . . 
Haití  

México . . . 
Nicaragua 


Bntnron. 

.Sede» 
pécherait. 

Ttnirladas. 

10.  619 

i,  330 

3.  4*^ 

2,  626 

925 

6B9 

334 

534 

4S 

45 

La  bandera  inglesa  figura  en  el  tráñco  de  cada  una  de  las  repú- 
blicas con. los  Estados  Unidos  y  predomina  casi  generalmente. 
Las  banderas  americana,  noruega,  alemana,  holandesa  é  italiana, 
vienen  en  seguida  en  el  orden  en  que  se  las  menciona.  En  el 
tráfíco  con  la  República  Argentina  figuran  12  banderas  europeas; 
en  el  del  Brasil  13.  y  ademas  ^  americanas. 

En  el  tráfico  de  los  Estado^  luidos  con  la  República  Argen- 
tina y  con  el  Brasil  se  nota  t|ue  hay  un  saldo  de  $60.136.198  á 
íávor  de  aquellos  países,  pero  si  se  hubieran  empleatlo  barcos 
americanos  en  ese  comercio,  el  saldo  sería  un  20  por  ciento  menos. 
Un  comercio  equitativo  da  ocupación  por  igual  á  los  buques  de  los 
países  cuyos  productos  se  cambian.  Pero  cuando  un  país  resulta 
con  un  saldo  en  su  contra  al  traficar  con  otro,  tiene  razón  de  hacer  lo 
posible  por  igualar  las  cosas  sobreponiéndose  en  el  asunto  de  trans- 
portes.   Los  países  que  no  toman  parte  en  el  tráñco  de  otros  no 
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tirnen  cltrechi)  á  aprovecharse  de  los  transportes.  Mstos  son  los 
principios  sobre  que  dest^ansa  un  comercio  equitativo,  en  el  cual 
valores  ¡guales  son  cambiados  por  otros  iguales,  incluyendo  en  esto 
los  gastos  de  transportes* 

Jamás  se  vieron  tan  bien  aplicados  dichos  principios  como  en 
la  ley  de  navegación  que  existía  en  Francia  y  que  fué  abolida 
por  Luis  Napoleón  en  i860,  la  cual  disponía  que  productos } 
mercaderías  de  todo  género  podían  ser  importados  directamente 
de  países  (  xtninjcros  en  barcos  franceses,  ó  en  navios  pertenecientes 
á  los  países  donde  aquellos  artíenlos  eran  producuios  ó  íabrieados; 
pero  los  productos  que  estos  países  enviasen  en  sus  propios  buques 
pagarían  lo  mismo  que  los  que  tueran  en  los  de  otras  naciones,  a 
saber  :  Un  derecho  diterehcial  de  10  por  ciento  ó  más  que  los  pro- 
ductos importados  en  barcos  franceses.  Esta  ley  sirvió  de  base  á 
la  reconstrucción  de  la  marina  mercante  de  Francia  después  de 
las  guerras  napoleónicas.  Mientras  esa  disposición  estuvo  vigente, 
no  hubo  necesidad  del  sistema  de  primas  para  {)roteger  los  intereses 
marítimos  de  la  nación.  Una  vez  que  se  la  hubo  abolido,  se  vió 
claramente  c^ue  algo  debía  tomar,  su  lugar,  si  se  deseaba  que  la 
marina  mercante  de  Francia  continuara  ocupando  en  los  mares  el 
lugar  que  había  ocupado,  y  de  un  método  de  protección  ventajoso 
se  pasó  á  otro  desventajoso,  aunque  cualquiera  cosa  es  mejor  que 
no  tomar  participación  en  el  transporte  de  su  propio  comercio  con 
países  extranjeros. 


BRASIL— FRANCIA. 

EL  TRATADO  DE  ARBITRAJE. 

Ll  Señor  Moraes,  Presidente  de  los  Estados  Unidos  del  Brasil, 
transmitió  al  Congreso  el  10  de  mayo,  para  su  ratiñcación,  el 
Tratado  de  Arbitraje  celebrado  el  1  o  de  abril,  con  el  fin  de  arre- 
glar la  cuestión  de  límites  entre  la  Guayana  Francesa  y  el  Brasil. 

He  aquí  la  traducción  española  del  Tratado,  hecha  del  texto 
portugués,  publicado  en  el  periódico  "El  País,"  con  fecha  12  de 
mayo. 
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El  Gol>icriKi  tie  la  República  de  los  Estados  Unidos  del  Bra&il  y  el  Gobierno 
de  la  República  Francesa,  deseando  íijar  definitivamente  las  fronteras  del  Brasil 
y  de  la  Guayan»  Francesa,  han  convenido  en  recurrir,  con  este  fin,  á  la  decisión 
arbitral  del  Gobierno  de  la  Confederación  Suiza. 

Se  pedirá  al  arbitro  que  decida  cual  es  el  rio  Yapoc  6  Vincente  Pinzón  y  que 
fije  el  limite  interior  del  territorio. 

Para  la  celebración  del  Tratado,  los  dot  gobiernos  han  nombrado  los  pleni- 
potenciaritn  siguientes: 

El  Presidente  de  la  República  de  los  Estados  Unidos  del  Brasil  ha  nombrado 
al  General  de  B rie. ida  Don  Dyonisio  Evangelista  de  Castro  Cerqueira,  Ministro 
de  Relaciones  Exteriores. 

El  Presídeme  de  la  Republic  a  Fraiu  e-.i  ha  nombrado  a!  Señor  Stephen  'Pichón, 
Enviado  Extraordinario  y  Ministro  Picnipotenciario  de  aquella  República  en  el 
Brasil. 

Los  cuales,  después  de  haberse  mostrado  sus  plenos  poderes,  que  encontraron 
en  buena  y  debida  forma,  convinieron  en  los  artículos  siguientes  : 

Akt.  i.  La  República  de  los  Estados  Unidos  del  Brasil  sostiene  que,  conforme 
al  verdadero  sentido  del  articulo  8°  del  Tratado  de  Utrecht,  el  rio  Yapoc  ó 
Vincente  Pinzón  es  el  Oyapoc  que  desemboca  en  el  Océano,  al  oeste  del  cabo 
de  Orange,  y  que  la  linea  de  demarcación  debe  seguir  el  thalztfjii  de  c>te  rio. 

La  República  Francesa  sostiene  que,  conforme  al  verdadero  sentido  del  artí- 
culo 8  '  del  Tratado  de  Utrecht,  el  rio  Vapoc  ó  Vicente  Pinzón  es  el  rio  Ara- 
guary  (Araouarv),  que  desemboca  en  el  Océa;io  al  ^ur  del  cabo  Norte,  y  que  la 
linca  de  dcm.in  aLÍ/uí  dchc  sct'iitr  el  thahrt'^r       e^tc  rio. 

El  árbitro  resolverá  dctuiiíivaincnie  este  punto,  declarando  en  su  laivdo,  que 
será  obligatorio  é  inapelable,  cual  de  los  dos  ríos  mencionados  es  el  verdadero 
límite,  ó,  si  lo  tiene  á  bien,  puede  seftalar  como  tal  otro  de  los  ríos  que  quedan 
entre  aquellos  dos. 

Art.  t.  La  República  de  los  Estados  Unidos  del  Brasil  sostiene  que  el 
límite  interior,  parte  del  cual  ha  sido  reconocido  provisoriamente  por  la  Con- 
vención de  Paris  de  28  de  Agosto  de  1817,  es  el  paralelo  de  a^  34",  que,  par- 
tiendo del  Oyapoc,  va  á  terninar  á  la  frontera  de  la  Guayana  holandesa. 

La  Francia  sostiene  que  el  limite  interior  es  una  linea  que,  partiendo  de  la 
fuente  principal  del  brazo  principal  del  Araguary,  corre  hacia  el  oeste  en 
dirccrir'n  paralela  a!  río  de  las  Amazonas,  ha^ta  la  ribera  izquierda  del  río 
Branco,  y  sigue  á  este  río  hasta  que  toca  con  la  extremidad  de  la  Montaña  de 
Acarary. 

El  árbitru  decidirá  dc.'iuuivanicnic  cual  es  el  iínnte  interior,  declarando  en 
su  laudo,  que  será  obligatorio  é  inapelable,  si  debe  tenerse  por  tal  una  de  las  dos 
líneas  en  cuestión,  6  eligiendo  como  solución  intermediaria,  á  partir  de  la  fuente 
principal  del  rio  que  se  haya  reconocido  como  el  Yapoc  ó  Vicente  Pinzón, 
hasta  la  frontera  de  la  Guayana  holandesa,  la  linea  divisoria  de  las  aguas  de  la 
cuenca  del  Amazonas,  que  en  esta  región  está  formada  casi  en  su  totalidad  por 
la  cadena  de  montañas  Tumuc-Humac. 

Ak  i  .  \.  A  fin  de  que  el  árbitro  pueda  emitir  su  laudo,  cada  una  de  las  partes 
deberá,  dentro  del  término  de  ocho  meses  después  del  canje  de  las  ratificaciones 
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del  presente  Tratado,  presentarle  un  alegato  que  contenga  la  c.vposiciini  de  sus 
derechos  y  los  Uocuniento<!  en  que  éstos  se  apovan.  Estos  alegatos  impresos  serán 
al  misnno  tiempo  comunicados  á  las  partes  contratantes. 

A»T.  4«  Al  expirar  el  término  previsto  en  el  articulo  5,  cada  una  de  las 
partes  tendri  un  nuevo  plazo  de  ocho  meses  para  presentar  al  árbitro,  si  lo 
estima  conveniente,  un  segundo  alegato  en  contestación  á  los  argumentos  de  la 
otra  parte. 

Akt.  5.  El  árbitro  tendrá  derecho  de  exigir  á  las  partes  que  le  dén  las 
explicaciones  que  él  juzgue  necesarias  y  de  establecer  las  condiciones  del  pro- 
cedimiento arbitral»  que  no  hayan  sido  previstas,  y  de  resolver  sobre  los  inci- 
dentes une  ocurran. 

Art.  6.  Los  gastos  del  procedimiento  de  arbitraje,  según  los  declare  el 
árbitro,  serán  divididos  por  mitad  entre  las  parte»-  contratantes. 

.A.RT.  7.  Las  comunicaciones  entre  los  represent. mte>  de  las  partes  contratantes 
se  harán  por  conducto  del  Ministerio  de  Relaciones  Exteriores  de  la  Confede- 
raci<')n  Suiza. 

Art.  8.  El  árbitro  emitirá  su  laudo,  á  más  tardar,  en  el  término  de  un  año, 
contando  desde  la  fecha  en  que  se  hayan  entregado  los  primeros  alegatos,  6  lo» 
segundos,  si  las  partes  han  replicado. 

Aar.  9.  Una  vez  que  las  formalidades  legales  hayan  sido  llenadas,  este 
Tratado  será  ratificado  por  los  dos  gobiernos,  y  las  ratificaciones  serán  canjeadas 
en  la  capital  federal  de  los  Estados  Unidos  del  Brasil,  dentro  del  término  de 
cuatro  meses  6  an-; i  fuese  posible. 

En  fe  de  lo  cual  los  Plenipotenciarios  respectivos  firmaron  dicho  Tratado  y 
le  pusieron  sus  sellos,  eti  Rio  Janeiro,  capital  federal  de  los  Estados  Unidos  del 
Brasil,  el  dia- 10  de  Abril  de  1897. 

[Sello.]  (f)  Dyonisio  E.  Castro  Cer^ueika. 

[Selio.J  (f)  S,  Pichón. 


HONDURAS. 

CONDICIONES  AGRICOLAS. 

El  Señor  R.  J.  Faquín,  de  Red  Fork,  Indian  Territory,  ha 
recibido  una  carta  del  Presidente  de  Honduras,  en  contestación  á 
otra  que  él  le  dirigió  preguntándole  qué  posibilidades  ofirecía  en 
aquel  país  el  cultivo  del  café.    El  señor  Faquín  ha  consentido 

en  la  publicación  de  dicha  carta,  que  lu  inos  visto  traducida  al 

inglés,  y  tie  la  cual  damos  á  continuación,  vertidos  al  español, 

los  conceptos  siguientes. 

Tcni'O  c!  placer  de  referirme  á  su  carra  de  enero  pasado.  PucJo  a<;crnrar  S 
u^tCl,i,  sin  temor  de  equivocarme  ()  sin  que  pare/ca  exageración,  que  entre  todos 
los  Estados  de  la  América  Central,  Honduras  es  el  que  tiene  los  terrenos  mis 
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adecuados  para  cl  cultivo  Jcl  café,  los  mejores  de  los  cuales  se  encuentran  en  los 
departamentos  de  Copán,  Santa  Barbara,  Yoro,  Cortez  y  Olancho,  que  tienen 
la  ventaja  de  hallarse  situados  cerca  de  ta  Costa.  En  d  interior  los  mejores 
terrenos  son  los  de  los  departamentos  de  El  Paraiso,  La  Paz  y  Comoyagua. 

Creo  conveniente  hacer  presente  i  usted  que,  debido  á  la  vasta  extensión  del 
territorio  de  Honduras  y  i  su  escasa  población,  es  dîftcîl  obtener  el  suficiente 
número  de  brazos  para  trabajos  de  agricultura.  Esta  dificultad,  sin  embargo,  se 
puede  evitar  si  la  persona  interesada  en  la  empresa  trae  consigo  ó  hace  venir 
trabajadores  extranjeros,  los  cuales  están  liberalmente  protegidos  por  las  leyes 
de  agricultura. 

La  dificultad  en  cuestii^n  también  desaparecería  si  ti'stcíi  prefiriera  terrenos 
situados  cerca  de  las  poblaciones,  pero  estos  terrenos,  ademán  Je  no  ser  tan 
buenos  como  Ion  otros,  perrcnccen  deîeraciadamcnte  a  diclias  poblaciones,  v  para 
adquirir  manzanas  (la  manzana  una  medida  de  100  yardas  cuadradas), 
que  es  el  maximum  que  se  puede  conceder  á  una  persona,  sería  necesario  pagar 
anualmente,  como  arrendamiento,  la  cantidad  de  2$  centavos  por  manzana. 

Por  lo  que  hace  i  los  terrenos  que  pertencen  á  la  nación,  se  pueden  obtener 
gratis,  en  proporción  i  la  magnitud  de  la  empresa  que  se  va  i  poner  en  pié, 
y  el  Gobierno  no  tendría  inconveniente  en  hacer  concesiones  que  tacilitarían 
mucho  el  buen  éxito  de  la  <mipre$a.  El  costo  de  las  plantadones  es  ordina- 
riamente de  1 50  pesos  por  cada  mil  árboles,  y  éstos  producen  por  término  medio 
a  libras  al  afto,  después  de  la  segunda  cosecha. 

Honduras  se  distingue,  además,  entre  los  países  de  América  por  la  abundan- 
cia y  ri(]uev:a  de  fus  minas  de  toda  clase,  v  puedo  asegurar  á  usted  que  rnalquiera 
empresa  de  este  género  que  hiera  bien  establecida  v  administrada,  cp.contraria 
en  todo  el  tefrirorio  valiostjí  veneros  que  podrían  explotarse  con  buen  éxito. 
Sin  embargo,  los  tlepartanícntos  de",  estado  que  prometen  ni.í~  á  e  te  respecto, 
son  Cholutcca,  que  limita  con  el  Pacifico  y  que  al>unda  en  ricas  minas  de  oro; 
Olancho,  cerca  de  la  costa  del  norte,  donde  hay  numerosos  placeres  y  rfos  que 
arrastran  valiosas  arenas  de  oro;  y  los  de  Comayagua,  el  Paraíso,  y  Tegucigalpa, 
que  contienen  minas  de  plata  que  jamis  han  sido  explotadas. 

A  fin  de  adquirir  cualquiera  zona  mineral,  se  debe  presentar  una  solicitud  al 
Gobierno,  que  la  concede,  con  tal  que  no  afecte  derechos  adquiridos  previamente 
por  otra  persona  ó  compaftía.  El  que  recibe  la  concesión  está  obligado  á  pagar 
un  impuesto  anual  de  25  centavos  por  cada  manzana  de  terreno.  Los  trans- 
}  ortes  se  hacen  por  medio  de  bestias  de  carga  y  en  algunos  departamentos  por 
medio  de  carretas,  pagándose  por  ambas  una  cantidad  relati;  amenté  pequeña. 

Los  habitantes  de  Honduras  =on  generosos  y  hospitalario?  i  on  lo^  extranjeros, 
y  SU5  leyes,  que  son  libérales,  otrecen  amplia  protccci¿n  á  ios  inmigrantes  que 
vienen  al  país  á  dedicar  e  á  un  trabajo  honesto. 

El  territorio  de  Honduras  está  entrecortado  por  colinas  y  valles  v  su  clima  es 
sumamente  vario.  En  las  costas  es  ardiente,  pero  en  el  interior,  en  las  alti|^ani- 
cies  y  en  los  valles  es  templado,  delicioso  y  en  algunos  lugares  frio.  Esta 
variedad  de  dina  hace  que  el  pats  sea  aparente  para  el  cultivo  de  casi  todos 
los  productos  agrícolas  de  todas  las  zonas. 

La  única  linea  de  ferrocarril  en  el  pais  es  la  que  parte  de  Puerto  Cortez,  en 
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el  Atlántico;  tiene  52  millar  de  largo  y  termina  en  La  Pimienca,  acrave&ando  de 
none  á  sur  el  grande  y  icrtil  valle  de  El  Sula. 

Creo  conveniente  manifestar  que,  antes  de  entrar  en  una  empresa  cuyo 
éxito  podría  ser  dudoso,  seria  bueno  qiie  usted  6  alguna  otra  persona  que  tenga 
experiencia  en  negocios  de  este  género,  y  que  sea  de  su  confianxa,  venga  al  país 
i  hacer  un  trabajo  de  inspección  á  fin  de  saber  de  antemano  que  es  lo  que  usted 
puede  prometerse  relativamente  al  resultado  de  sus  futuras  empresas  agrícolas 
y  mineras. 


MÉXICO. 

IMPUESTO  SOBRE  EL  ORO  Y  LA  PLATA. 

Art.  i".  La  plata  y  el  oro  quedarán  sujetos,  en  los  términos  prevenidos  por 
esta  !ev,  a!  prico  de       imriic^t os  v  derechos  que  ft  rontinuaci/jn  se  expresan  : 

I.  iniput-to  inierior  del  timbre,  á  razón  de  tres  por  ciento  sobre  el  valor  de 
los  cxprc»adui.  uíctalcs. 

II.  Impuesto  de  amonedación,  á  razón  de  dos  por  ciento  sobre  el  valor  de  los 
mismos  metales. 

III.  Derechos  de  ensaye,  conforme  á  la  tarifa  que  publique  la  Secretaria  de 
Hacienda. 

IV.  Derechos  de  fundición,  afinación  y  apartado,  de  conformidad  con  las  tari- 
fas respectivas,  que  publique  la  misma  Secretaría. 

Art.  2*.  Servirán  de  base  para  estimar  los  metales  preciosos,  i  efecto  de 
liquidar  los  impuestos  de  timbre  y  de  amonedación,  los  valores  que  las  leyes 
monetarias  del  pais  asignen  á  los  referidos  metales,  siendo,  por  ahora,  el  \  .ilor 
del  kilogramo  de  plata,  cuarenta  pesos  novecientos  quince  milésimos,  y  el  del 
kilogramo  de  oro,  seiscientos  setenta  y  cinco  pesos  cuatrocientos  diez  y  seis 
milésimos. 

Art.  En  las  tarifas  que  se  establez.can  para  el  cobro  de  los  derechos  á  que 
se  refieren  las  fracciones  III  y  IV"  del  artículo  i**,  se  tomará  en  cuenta  el  costo  de 
las  operaciones  respectivas. 

Art.  4".  (puedan  sujetos  ai  pago  de  los  impuestos  y  derechos  que  establece  el 
art.  1*,  no  solamente  el  oro  y  la  plata  en  barras  mixtas  6  de  uno  solo  de  estos 
metales,  sino  también  los  sulfuros  de  plata,  los  cobres  y  plomos  argentíferos, 
los  minerales  en  su  estado  natural,  concentrados,  ó  que  hayan  rerîbido  un  prin* 
cipio  de  beneficio  y,  en  general,  cualquiera  liga  ó  substancia  que  contenga  plata 
Û  oro. 

Art.  Los  impuestos  de  timbre  y  de  amonedación,  y  los  derechos  de  ensaye, 
se  pagar&n  en  todo  caso,  ya  sea  que  se  presenten  las  piezas  para  ser  amoneda- 
das, ó  que  se  trate  de  exportar  los  metales  ó  substancias  á  que  se  refiere  esta  ley. 
El  derecho  de  íundici/jn  >o!;imente  se  cobrará  á  las  piezas  que,  por  no  ser  homo- 
géneas, necesircn  tundir  c  p.ir.i  enraye,  valoración  y  liquidación;  v  los  dere- 
chos de  afiiiaci  'n  \  Je  apart, uld,  únicamente  los  causarán,  en  sus  respectivos 
casos,  las  pic/as  destinadas  á  la  amonedación. 
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No  caucan  lo^  unpucâtos  que  establece  cl  articulo  i"  ¿c  e^ia  Ic)  las  monedas 
extranjeras;  y  únicamente  quedan  sujetas,  cuando  se  introduzcan  para  su  reacu'» 
Ilación  i  una  Casa  de  Moneda,  al  pago  del  impuesto  de  amonedación,  y,  en 
su  caso,  al  de  los  derechos  establecidos  en  las  fracciones  Ilf  y  IV  del  citado 
artículo. 

Akt.  6".  El  pago  de  los  impuestos  y  derechos  correspondientes  se  hará  en  las 
Casas  de  Moneda  6  en  las  Oficinas  especiales  de  Ensaye,  ya  sea  que  los  metales 
se  introduzcan  para  su  amonedación,  6  que  se  trate  de  remitirlos  al  extranjero, 
llenándose,  en  uno  y  en  otro  caso,  los  requisitos  exigidos  por  el  reglamento. 

A  los  causantes  que  no  acreditaren  haber  satisfecho  los  impuestos  en  las  of.Mnas 
mencionadas,  y  que  pretendan  remitir  al  extranjero  plata  ú  oro,  6  cualquiera 
otra  substancia  que  contenga  esos  metales,  se  les  permitirá  que  haean  el  pago  en 
las  aduanas,  en  los  términos  y  con  los  requisitos  que  prescriba  el  mismo  Regla- 
mento. 

Art.  7®.  El  pairo  >c.-  luirá  cu  moneda  corriente  del  cuño  mexicano,  pero  tra- 
tándose del  impuesto  del  Timbre,  las  oñcinas  recaudadora»  adiierirán  y  cance- 
larán en  los  documentos  respectivos  que  entreguen  á  los  causantes,  las  estampillas 
correspondientes  por  el  monto  de  dicho  impuesto.  Esos  documentos  se  extenderán 
en  la  forma  que  disponga  el  Reglamento,  especificando  el  valor  de  los  metales  y 
el  importe  de  los  impuestos  y  derechos. 

Akt.  8*«  Cuando  los  minerales  que  hayan  de  remitirse  al  extranjero  procedan 
de  algún  Estado  en  donde  estuvieren  gravados  conforme  á  la  ley  de  6  de  junio 
de  1887,  podrán  liquidarse  los  impuestos  de  amonedación  y  de  timbre,  tomando 
como  base,  siempre  que  asi  lo  hubiere  autorizado  la  Secretaria  de  Hacienda,  el 
valor  que  se  haya  dado  á  los  minerales  en  la  Oficina  de  Ensaye  ó  de  Rentas  del 
Estado. 

Art.  (^icdan  exceptuados  del  pav;o  del  impuesto  de  anionedacif'm  corres- 
pondiente á  l.i  plata  (juc  exponen  directamente,  los  cstahlccimicntos  met.ihirgl- 
cos  que  por  cláusula  cxprcbu  de  sus  contratos  vigentes  en  la  iecha  de  csia  ley, 
disfruten  de  esa  franquicia  para  dicho  producto,  y  siempre  que  la  ley  de  plata 
de  los  plomos  argentíferos  no  exceda  de  ñete  mil^imos,  y  la  de  los  cobres 
argentíferos  de  veinte  milésimos  ;  pero  si  la  ley  de  plata  excediere  de  esos  límites, 
los  expresados  establecimientos  pagarán  el  impuesto  de  amonedación  por  el 
exceso.  Esta  exención  sólo  aprovecha  á  los  productos  que  originariamente  pro- 
cedan de  los  establecimientos  que  gocen  de  la  franquicia,  pero  no  á  los  que 
adquieran  de  otras  negociaciones. 

Art.  10".  Los  impuestos  de  amonedación  y  de  timbre  que  causa  el  oro,  con- 
forme á  esta  ley,  ?e  computarán  sobre  cl  valor  integro  del  metul  contenido  en 
las  substancias  cpie  se  exporten,  sin  más  excepciones  que  las  consignadas  en  los 

dos  artículos  siguientes. 

Aar.  1 1*.  Se  exceptúan  del  pago  de  los  impuestos  y  derechos  que  establece 

esta  ley,  los  minerales  que  contengan  menos  de  250  gramos  de  plata,  ó  de  10 

gramos  de  oro  por  tonelada,  debiéndose  tomar  en  cuenta  la  proporción  entre 

uno  y  otro  límite  para  los  casos  de  liga  de  ambos  metales. 

Akt.  12^  Los  minerales  de  oro  ó  de  plata  que  se  exporten  en  su  estado 

natural  ó  concentrados  mecánicamente,  causarán  los  impuestos  de  amonedación 
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J  de  timbre  aobte  el  valor  del  oro  y  de  Ia  placa  que  contengan,  con  deducción 
de  un  diez  por  ciento. 

Art.  i  3^  Si  la  Secretaría  de  Hacienda  lo  estimare  conveniente,  podrá  otorgar 
concesiones  especiales  á  las  negociaciones  que  habitualmente  y  en  grandes  can» 
tidades  exporten  minerales,  siempre  que  con  sus  libros  de  contabilidad  y  demás 
documentos  comprueben  satisfactoriamente  el  peso  y  la  ley  de  los  minerales  que 
traten  de  exportar,  y  que  admitan,  á  ese  ün,  la  intervención  incondicional  de 
los  agentes  del  Fisco.  Esas  concesiones  podrán  extenderse  hasta  fijar  á  los 
exportadores  el  pago  de  unn  cantulad  alzad.i,  como  remuneración  de  los  gastos 
que  erogue  el  Ciobierno  en  !a  in^pcccu'ii  v  ensave  de  dichos  minérale»!;  pero  en 
ningún  caso  ct)nsistirán  en  la  exención  ó  rebaja  de  los  impuestos  de  timbre  y  de 
anioncdacir'm  que  esta  ley  establece. 

Art.  14".  £1  reglamento  fijará  Vas  penas  en  t^ue  incurran  los  iniractorcs  de  la 
presente  ley  y  la  manera  de  hacerlas  efectivas,  asimilándose  la  exportación  dán- 
desnna  de  los  metales  preciosos  al  contrabando,  y  castigándose  con  las  penas  que 
para  este  delito  sefialan  la  Ordenanza  general  de  Aduanas  marítimas  7  fronterizas 
y  demás  disposiciones  relativas. 

Aar.  15^  Los  productores  de  plata  que  tenga  ley  de  oro,  podrán  hacer  libre- 
mente el  apartado  de  estos  metales  en  establecimientos  particulares  ;  y  en  caso 
de  que  introdn/can  las  platas  mixtas  á  alguna  oficina  del  Gobierno  federal,  ten* 
drán  derecho  de  hacer  apartar  el  oro,  hasta  el  limite  que  ellos  determinen,  pagando 
el  derecho  respectivo  por  kilogramos,  según  tarifa.  Si  los  introductores  no  fiiaren 
límite,  se  hará  c1  apartado  por  su  cuenta,  cuando  la  ley  de  oro  sea  igual  ó  supe- 
rior á  dos  milésimos. 

Art  .  16".  Se  deroean  la^  cuotas  fijadas  en  la  tarifa  de  ]a  le\-  general  del  Timbre 
para  las  "carta-cuentas"  que  expidan  lai  casas  Je  moneda,  y  para  los  "metales 
de  oro  y  de  plata."  Igualmente  se  derogan  todas  las  leyes  y  disposiciones  ante- 
riores referentes  á  impuestos  federales  sobre  el  oro  y  la  plata. 

Los  Estados  podrán  s^ir  cobrando  los  impuestos  locales  que  autoriza  la  ley 
de  6  de  junio  de  1887,  los  cuales  causarán  la  contribución  federal  en  los  (ér- 
minos  de  la  ley  del  cimbre. 

ARTÍCULO  TRANSITORIO. 

£sta  ley  comenzará  i  regir  el  día  i*>  de  julio  próximo. 


NICARAGUA, 

SE  SEÑALA  EL  PRECIO  DE  MANZANA  DE  TERRENO  NACIONAL, 

El  Presidente  del  Estada»  en  uso  de  sus  facultades,  decreta: 

Aar.  10.  La  base  del  precio  para  cada  manzana  de  terreno  nacional  es  la  * 
siguiente:  Dos  pesos  si  el  terreno  fuere  propio  para  la  crianza  de  ganado;  tres 
pesos  si  fuere  de  pan  llevar  ó  de  agricultura  ;  cinco  pesos  si  fuere  de  pan  llevar 
que  conten^  regadío  ;  y  un  peso  más  por  cada  manzana  de  terreno  de  cualquiera 
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de  las  clases  referidas,  4UC  contuviere  maderas  utiltzables  para  la  construcción, 
de  tinte  6  marquetería. 

Art.  2a  Las  dos  terceras  partes  de  los  precios  establecidos  en  el  anterior 
articulo  se  pagarán  en  dinero  efectivo,  y  lo  restante  deberá  cubrirse,  precisamente, 
con  documentos  de  crédito  pâblico  legalmente  liquidados  y  reconocidos. 

Akt.  5O1.  £1  Director  de  Contabilidad  comunicará  á  los  administradores  Jas 
instrucciones  convenientes  accroa  de  la  cacelación  de  tales  documentos. 

Aar.  40.  Queda  derogada  toda  dispoción  que  se  oponga  á  la  presente,  que 
comenzará  á  regir  desde  su  publicación. 

Dado  en  Managua,  á  21  de  mayo  de  1897. 

J.  S.  Zelaya. 

£1  Ministro  de  Hacienda, 

Enrique  C.  Lópbz. 


ESTADOS  UNIDOS. 

EL  TRAFICO  CON  LOS  PAÍSES  LATINO-AMERICANOS  RN  .ABRIL 
DE  1897,  COMPARADO  CON  EL  DE  ABRIL  DE  1896. 

Sep'in  el  Resumen  Comercial  y  Hrononiii o  })ui)licatio  por  la 
Oficina  (ic  Estadística  del  iMinistcriu  de  Hacienda,  el  valor  total 
de  la  importación  á  los  Estados  Unidos,  durante  el  mes  de  abril 
de  1897,  ííic  de  $101,317,792,  en  contraposición  á  $58,649,579, 
durante  el  mes  de  abril  de  1896. 

El  total  de  la  exportación  nacional  fué,  en  abril  de  1897, 
$76,097,805,  en  contraposición  á  $69402,585  en  abril  de  1896. 

Las  importaciones  de  las  Repúblicas  Latino-Americanas  se 
exponen  detalladamente  á  continuación. 

Pa/à  áe  campf(ht, 
i*J»i>c».  Abril,  1S96.   I   Alml,  iK/7< 

América  Central  '       $7, 825  j  

México  '         1,934!  $'.334 


(  'arhihi  bitumimyio. 


1 

1 

1 

$20,  130 

Canio  írudi?. 

1 

1  t209 

9.833 
3'.  39» 

 \ 

$740 
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Países. 

Abril.  iã96. 

AbrU.  tí/fí. 

$1.447.065 
670,  601 
3,  823.  á26 
1, 075.  940 

$1,  200,  36 1 
I.  146.  811 
3.  547.  546 
725. 920 

AtgpdéH  eu  rama. 

A»,*,i«delSu.  

$39.  «75 

Hetuquén, 

$223. 242  ^      $281, 655 

i-'rutoî — Bananos. 

$147;  065 
77. 653 

$207. 174 
40.97» 

Naranjas, 

1 

•497 

Cueras  y  piétés. 

$12.99.-* 

S?.  55<J 
599.388 

Sl4,Of;I 
231.  IfJ7 
959. 

Coma  l'histna  cruJa. 

$19.907 

4.560  , 

1,  107.  740  , 
2Ò,  291 

$35.  2^2 

5.  535 

904.  3',r 

29,  5Ü5 

Brasil   

$334^ 

1 

$1.380 

Phma  en  galápagos  J  (tt  ¿arras,  €U. 

$105.  346  1 

$100,  123 

Especias, 

Si.  221 

Bull.  2ÍO.  2  7 
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Asdear  w  ftt/krhr  ai  Xa.  tó,  de  la  escala  koUmiêsa» 


México 


Resto  de  lu  Amtrica  del  Sur. 


México 


7al<ii  ti  t  ti  rama. 


Abril.  1596.   ,  Abril,  1S97 


$8.447 

954.  <>75 
155.856 


t3. 39^ 


$1.  3'/» 

254,  f  2() 

4y4.  Í4O 


§38,202 


Maderas^  caoòa. 


América  CentraL.,, 

México  

América  del  Sur . . . 


$9.402 
6,429 


$27, IOS 

34. »o7 
3.Í06 


Los  si<;uientes  núnitio^  :u  ii>;in  el  monto  de  hi  lana  iin[H>rtada 
en  los  Estadt)S  Unidos  dt*  la  Ain«  rica  del  Sur: 


'   Abril.  ifi96.       Abril,  i^-. 


Clase  t  (lana  para  paHos)  ,     ^84,  836     $1, 445. 039 

Clase  2  (Iana  îarira  de  cardar)  |       135,  653  204.  74») 

Clase  3  (lana  para  alíoiiibras)   . , . .        jSu.  Mjo  ^        2yo,  954 


Exportación  de  Mercancías  Nacionales. 

ÍHStntmfHtot  d*  ajfrieullura. 


rafles.  Abril,  tívfi.  I  Abril,  1897 


México  ,   $1 1.  -"2  $20, 

América  rentrai   1.44;,  7,120 

Santo  Domingo                                                         ...  ^4  375 

Argentina.  i  41.212  3,690 

Brasil  I  3.473  1,260 

Colombia   364 

Kc^lu  de  la  Auiéiica  del  Sui.  ,    I5,o<mí  5.063 


(ían«dt>  7'tirufio. 


México  '.   $[,  390  $1, 400 

.Vméric.i  Ci  iiiral   (tiS  '  800 

América  tlel  huv  j  575  I,.  , 


México   817.977  I  *l.S7S 
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^55 


Fabes. 

Abril,  1S96. 

Abñl,  1897. 

$178 
1,041 

$840 
867 

iihroSy  ma/utx,  trabados,  y  otras  mnterias  impresas. 

114 
1 ,  03c.) 
23,068 

4»  030 

2,  47S 

2.497 
o>  149 

t4ri  c  1 1 

WV  ^  ^  _      •        1          M   .  jr  .  4  .  .      11  M  

7.293 

AUmeMtos  cereales— Matx. 

_ 

$114. 2S2 
5.  127 

las*.  731 

6,554 

47 

905 

1.  Ii3 

Trigo. 

1 

♦3.  633 

$2.  luo 

1  305 

Harina  de  trigo. 

1 

México  

América  Ceniral  

Santo  Dominjpo  

brasil  

Colombia  

Resto  de  la  América  d'el  Sur. 


$8.4it 

q/a,  05  r 
<i.  35  7 
347.27» 
40.508 

I47i  540 


I 


Carruajes,  earrps  y  carretas,  y  sus  ateesoritts^ 


México  j 

Aint  rii  i  '  "ciilral  ,1 

>,iiiti.  Domingo  ,  ,| 

Afijentina  

Brasil  i  

Colombia   

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur  


$86, 950 

5*>4 
"  6,S5 

4.053 
10,828 

r3,o26 


$10.  242 

i)<),  ()2«j 
17.^^73 

4O5, 543 
41.842 
155.  28<í 


%y).  Soo 

í^.  ?S4 

5.382 
S20 

0Ï 
3.4tí9 


Carbón  de  piedra. 


México  

América  (.'cutral .....  ...... 

Santo  Domingo....  

Brasil  , 

C'olombia  

Rtslu  de  Id  América  del  Sur. 


$54. 853 
1,712 
2,  2St 
16.  724 

5. 

5.  »-í4 


S*'*'.  900 
1. 132 


6.314 
795 
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Abril.  1II9& 

Abril.  1897. 

$«.  703 

Alfiodí^H  en  rama. 


México 


$64,  I2U 


Al^odáa,  sus  manu/aeturaSt  teias. 


México  *. . 

América  Centrai  , 

Santo  Domingo  

Ar^rentina  

Brasil  

Colombia  

Resto  de  ]a  América  del  Sur. 


$51.  S83 
60.  iSs 
6.064 
14. S4O 
76. 112 
30,033 

113.534 


Aigodéti,  vestidos. 


México  

América  Central.  

Santo  Domingo  

Arfrentina.  

Hi..-¡1  

í  'olomliia  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur. 


Itieieletas  v  sus  aceesorios. 


Méxic»!  

América  Central  

Santo  Domingo  

Argentina  

Brasil  

Ci)l(^"xliia   .  .  . 

Resto  de  la  AiiR-rir.i  ilul  Sur. 


$2.  713 
5.447 
75 
363 

672 
1 .  2  ^<  > 


/•r  Util  i  V  nUi'Ki'i. 


México  

América  Ccnlral  

Santf)  Dutuingo  

ArL^ciitina  

Brasil  

Colombia  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur. 


$5.433  , 
4.  «84 

toe  ' 

20'J 

610  , 
1,640 


$37. -/1 8 


$45,010 
48.  426 
6.947 
'2.  4^3 
55.  565 
33.937 

130^489 


$26. 916 

1 

$33. 431 

Ï5.  39f> 

15, 827 

702 

4. 17» 

9,  1Î2 

4.046 

<; .  ;n  \ 

4.099 

3.  9'><» 

3.719 

6.875 

3.027 

$7.  6S7 

I.  319 
i,  006 

3.  ^23 

4.  177 
I,  205 

7.  i''3 


$4.'^57 
4.  «37 
3« 


527 
7«7 
Î.35Ô 


México   SVM  $3. 

América  (^cutral   í^'"»  i'>2 

América  del  bur  ¡  172  147 
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iiitrroy  acero — E/ectos  de  meUU  par»  ^tutmcürret,  sierras  y  herramientas. 


Paites. 


México  

América  Central  

Santo  Domingo  

Argentina  

Brasil  

Colombia  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur. 


Abril«  1896.      Abril.  \óf¡. 


•153. 145 

M.  395 
1,038 

20.  159 

23.473 
y.  165 

21.  838 


AlíUjuinas  de  coser  y  sus  acíesorios. 


•56.  529 
x6,Ò24 

«.544 

12.  2(|S 

23.  8i(> 
5.  175 
30.744 


MC'xico  

Amí-rica  Central. 
Santo  Domingo. . 
Argentina. ...... 

Brasil  

Colombia  

América  del  Sur. 


•«5. 956 

10,268 
III 

10, 042 

IÍ.333 
9.195 
8.477 


U/ras  maquinarias. 


México  ,. . 

Amórira  ('rniral  

Santo  Domingo  

Argentina.  

Brasil  , . . . 

4  Colombia  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur. 


Cuent  tfue  »4f  es  para  suelas. 


•«25.515 

5.  004 

2Ï.  20T  I 
70.  2S8  . 

27. 276  ' 
31.819  , 


Mt'xico   

América  (  entrai  

Santo  Domingo  

Brasil  

Colombia  

Reno  de  la  América  del  Sur. 


E/etkts  navaíes. 


México  

América  Central  

Santo  Domingo. .....  i.  —  ■ 

Argentina  

Brasil  

Colombia  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur  | 


Aguarrás, 


México   

América  ("entrai  

Santo  Domingo  

Argentina  

Br.i/il  

Columbia  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur. 


$21: 
289 


2.142 
1.542 
508 
r.  786 


$14.644 
4,023 
106 
135 
9.134 

9.919 
7.049 


$286, 930 

2g.  ^S8 
2.  861 
51,  4G1 

32, 401 
8,302 

49.551 


$1. 659 

2.028 

2,  203 

1,069 

15. 627 

5-  ^"73 

1. 250 

I,by3 

4.778 

4. 145 

$4^  .5 
4ÉÍ4 

t73 
7>»7 
♦«O 
4.029 
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Aefitts  minerales  crudos» 
Países. 


I 


Abril.  1896.  I  AMI.  1897- 


México 


$38»  071 


AeeiUs  mmeraUs  rejinadps  ó  nianu/aiturados. 


México   ¿is.  540  $14.  260 

America  Central   ,  ♦  I  i»»,  liy»  U,  374 

Santo  Domingo   3tS33  '  4i  5^4 

Arf^entina                                                                   J  167. 1 08  .  «4,  74s 

Brasil   S3,  í)6()  167.534 

Culuinbiu  . , . . .  :  10,147  :  7*9^^ 

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur   118, 932  82. 798 


Afeites  tvffetaUs. 


México  

América  Central  

Santo  Domingo  

Anrcntina    

Hrasil  

Resto  de  la  América  <lel  Sur 


^1 1,  29;! 
3« 
1,895 

5 -ir» 


$9.  21S 

361 

3,  200 


2g. 273 
6,  5S2 


Para  finn  y  tfra  dr  para  fitM. 


Méx  ico  

América  (  "entrai   

Brasil  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur. 


725 
Ï.Î53  ;. 


$7.  221 

4.43ÍÍ 
958 


l  'iVtIts  CitttU  i/c  '.  >Hii  til  Ulltl} 


México  

Aniérii  a  (  '<'ntra!  

Saiiií»  Domingo  

Ameiuina.  

brasil  

Colombia  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur. 


(  arnt  tú  íam,  Miiadü  «»  en  saimufrtt. 


2,  04''' 


•781 


México  

Anii'  I  i'  1  *  entra!  , 

Sanio  1  >otnini(o  

Brasil   

t'ulouiliía  

Resto  de  la  America  Uel  bur. 


México  

América  <-'entral  

Santo  Domingi)  

Brasil  

(  olomhia  ...   

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur. 


2,670  ' 
1,087 
913 


*73  I 
*.733 
123 
470 

1.047 
i  ^  737  i 


1.040 
1.388 


7.743 
199 
20 

943 
236 


$105 

2, 208 

132 

255 
I,  S70 

10. 316 


$3.  354 
8.059 
4t94S 

84 

I.oiJü 
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False*. 


Mexico  

América  Central . 
Sanio  Domingo.. 
Brasi).....  , 


Abril.  1S96.  I   Abril,  1S97. 


Colombia  

Resto  d«  la  América  del  Sur. 


JamoHfs, 


México  , 

Amérirn  d  ntr.il , 
Santo  Domingo. , 
Brasil  


Colombia   . 

Resto  de  Ia  América  del  Sur. 


$542 
1.637 
148 

24,Ó2K 
168 

a,  15<> 


$2.741  , 
2,085 

336  ! 

150  I 

I.  'X)2  I 
7.  724 


^797 
414 
143,641 

245 
3.4^3 


$1,  8S6 
3.183 

773 
165 

I.  U2\ 

<>.  474 


Carne  dí  pturco. 


América  Central  • 

Sanio  Domingo  

Hn  il  , 

Colombia  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur..  


Mantua. 


I 


$4. 921 
223 

717 
S47 
21,  3$0 


794 

390 

II,  43"> 
1,  129 

15.  M3 


México  ,   17''  $2<',  .V>9 

America  Central  .....j  ii>.  1)7  ,  10,131 

Santo  Domingo   1.036  3.  Í92 

Arffcntina  '•  

Hrasil  j  112,  556  '  93. 

Coiumbia  !  14,  <>->(j  .  14. '^75 

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur.   63. 204  .  Ao,  330 


Oleo  V  oitomarfiarina. 


México  

América  Central  

'ombia  

kcsro  de  la  America  del  Sur. 


$119 


361 
1.3*3 


r 


$320 
1. 149 


México  

Aiiterica  Central. 
Santo  Domingo.. 
Brasil  


Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur. 
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Quesc. 


México  

América  Central  

.Sant(j  Dimiiniju.  

Brasil  

Coioinbîa  

Resto  de  U  América  del  Sur. 


Abril,  ift96.       Abril,  1S97 


fx.  333 

340 


Semillas. 


NKxico  

América  Central ............ 

Santo  Domingo.  

Argentina  

Colombia  

Resio  de  la  América  del  Sur. 


-76 

2,  3=.i> 


i.  llG 
1,680 


#2,989 
I4I65 

49 

40 

97 
162 


Mtdear  refinada. 


México  

América  Central  

Santo  Domingo  

Ar;;(-ntina  .,  

Colombia  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur. 


7.507  i 

2IS  1 

$37^ 
2,  731 
150 

9.871 
4a  ' 

2.932 
85a 

Tabato-,  no  mannfactuntitiK 


México  

America  t  t  ntral  

Arptntiiia  

(  "olombia  

KcMo  de  la  América  del  Sur. 


•t»,  55B 

2<.i2 

404 

9.  «70 


♦lt.959 

312 


231 
S.334 


Tohact»,  mtanuf«€tMraéf>. 


Mexico  

América  Cenital 

Ari^rntin.i  

Hr.isil  


Colomlúa  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur. 


$245 

I947 

12,  516 

7.  «96 

13,689 

204 

474 

149 

6.645 

5.  755 

Miuiera,  MP  manufacturadu. 


México  

América  Central  

Are  ntina. . . .  

Brasil  

Colombia  

Resto  de  )a  América  del  Sur. 


$10,  f 78 
6.92P 
«1.7:6 


4.7'x.'  ; 

231 


•a?.  3-;i 


6,  5CO 

7.  »74 
214 
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Pmbea. 


Mexico  

América  Central  

Santo  Domingo  

Arvriniina  .*....  

Hrasil  

rolonihia  

Re»to  de  la  América  del  Stir 


S53. 253 
2.403 

5.991 
30. 647 

42, 47» 
3.  «90 

584 


Abril,  1897- 

$114. 82t 

13.749 

3. 195 

«7.  978 
4S.  303 

49.  «17 


I 


Otras  {loses  de  madera  de  (onsiruttiàn. 


Mr  xioii  , 

América  ('entrai  

Santo  Domingo  

Artícntina  

Hrasil   

Colombia  

Resto  de  la  América  deU^^ur 


$31.  5iï^ 

3.9K» 
I.  Ifx) 

17.614 

I.  33i^ 
a.  Q2S 

3.053 


$26.  537 
2. 475 

3.  355 
I.  767 

3.  720 


Mamt/aeturof  de  madera. 


México  

América  Central  

S.nito  Domingo.  

Aigeniina  

Brisil  

Colombia  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur 


$27,  504 
20.  33<j  i 
940  I 
3,945  I 
8,499  ' 
3.  546  1 


$37.  <\lo 
1 5,  271 

I .  Sï2 

5,  yio 

6,  2QO 

3.  755 
16, 030 


Lana  truda. 


México 


.|  $26,903 


DERECHOS  DE  TONELAJE  É  IMPUESTOS  DIFERENCIALES. 

A  instancias  del  Honoiable  John  Sherman,  Secretario  de  Es- 
tado de  los  Estados  lenidos,  y  reconociendo  el  derecho  que  tiene 
toda  nación  de  proteger  su  marina  mercante  por  medio  de  im- 
puesttxs  tliterenciales,  como  lo  está  haciendo  aiiora  México,  se  ha 
incorporado  m  el  nuevo  proyecto  de  tarifa,  cpie  está  hoy  ante  el 
Congreso  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  una  reforma  á  la  ley  de  nave- 
gación de  este  país,  que  puede  dar  resultados  favorables  para  la 
marina  mercante  de  las  repúblicas  americanas.  En  este  momento 
solamente  México  se  encuentra  en  condiciones  de  sacar  ventajas 
de  esta  alteración  de  dicha  ley.    La  sección  42*28  de  los  Estatutos 
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Revisados  de  los  Estados  UniJoi  conserva  la  disposición  de 
1828,  que  es  como  sigue: 

Siempre  que  cl  Presidente  reciba  pruebas  satisfactorias  de  parte  del  Gobier- 
no de  tina  imri>^n  extranjera  de  t^ne  ninguna  clase  de  derechos  de  tonelaje  ó 
impuc>tos  dsterencialc?  se  importun  '1  cobran  en  los  puertos  de  dicha  naci(^)n  á  los 
navios  pertenecientes  á  ciudadaiíu-  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  6  á  los  productos, 
manufacturas  ó  mcrcanci.is  importadas  en  los  mismos  de  los  Estados  Unidos  ó  de 
algún  país  extranjero,  el  Presidente  puede  emitir  un  decreto  declarando  que  los 
derechos  de  tonelaje  é  impuestos  diferenciales  que  se  imponen  en  lo«  Estados 
Unidos  á  navios  extranjeros,  quedan  suspendidos,  en  cuanto  se  refiere  á  los  bar- 
cos de  dicha  nación  extranjera,  y  i  los  productos,  manufacturas  6  mercancias  im- 
portados i  los  Estados  Unidos  de  la  misma  6  de  otra  nación  extranjera.  Esta 
suspensión  tendrá  lugar  desde  el  dfa  en  que  se  haga  al  Presidente  la  antedicha 
notificación  ycontinuará  tanto  cuanto  dure  la  cxenci/)n  recíproca  respecto  de 
los  navios  pertenecientes  á  ciudadanos  de  los  Estados  Unidos  y  de  sus  carga- 
mentos, pero  no  por  más  tiempo. 

Esta  sección  vá  á  ser  modificada  con  la  agregación  de  la  si- 
guiente cláusula  : 

Con  tal  que  se  autorice  al  Presidente  para  que  cuando  lo  juzgue  de  utilidad 
pública,  suspencía  los  efectos  de  I.t^  'ccci^ncs  4219  y  2502,  en  cuanto  á  ciertas 
cIhscn  de  mcrr.un  i.i.,  que  él  de->ignará,  y  en  cuanto  a!  derecho  diíerencial  de 
tonelaje  sobre  dichas  mercancías  ó  sobre  los  navios  de  naciones  extranjeras  que 
las  traigan. 

Será,  por  tanto,  practicable  en  los  futuros  tratados  de  reciprocidad 
comercial  el  extender  á  los  navios  de  cualquier  país  los  beneficios  de 
la  protección  por  medio  de  derechos  diferenciales.  Esto  será  'de 
importancia  para  algunas  de  las  repúblicas  americanas  que  apenas 
ctientan  con  uno  que  otro  barco  bajo  su  bandera  en  alta  mar,  y  al 
niisiuo  tiempo  .^tr:i  iirui  concesión  que  los  Estados  Unidos  pueden 
hacer  con  provecho  á  las  republicas  hermanas  en  lugar  de  opor- 
garles  otroi  íavorcs. 
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RELAÇÕES  CUMMl.RClAtS  ENTRE  OS  PAIZES 

AiMERlCANOS.  IL 

FACILIDADES  DE  TRANSPOR  I  E  'co\]0  UM  FACTOR  DE  COM- 

MERCiO.* 

At)  examinar  o  problema  do  (ic^t  nvt>lv  iiiu  ntt)  da^  rdarõrs  roiii- 
nu  rc  iar>  tmvf  o»  |>aizes  anu  ricanos,  a  t|ufsrfu)  ilo  nit^lhuramento 
das  tácilidades  dc  transporte  parece-nos  de  muita  importancia.  A 
expcrictu  ia  dc  todas  as  nações  comnierciaes  prova  a  irn[x>rtancia 
da  administração  por  cada  paiz  maritimo  dos  seus  transportes  nos 
mares,  porque  não  somente  augmenta  os  ganhos  do  seu  commercio 
actual,  mas  contribue  também,  mais  ou  menos  directamente,  para 
augmentar  suas  vendas  no  estrangeiro.  A  bandeira  de  uma  na- 
ção que  se  vê  nos  portos  estrangeiros  torna  conhecidos  os  produc- 
tos daquella  nação  e  sua  posicào  commercial  ao.>  consumidores 
estrangrir()>. 

Linhas  directas  de  vapores  navegando  do  porto  de  um  paiz 
para  os  portos  de  outro  paiz,  possuidos  e  administrados  pelos  seus 
próprios  commerciantes,  trípolados  por  seus  próprios  marinheiros, 
e  levando  suas  bandeiras,  fornecem  vias  de  communicação  com- 
mercial, por  meio  das  quaes  se  pode  eífectuar  iâcilmente  e  com 

*0  primeiro  artigo  desta  sene  íoi  publicado  no  Üoletim  de  julho  dv  Hi*)'j,  paginas 
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economia  a  troca  de  productos,  dando  aos  interessados  o  me- 
lhor proveito  muruo,  e  sem  a  intervenção  de  outro  paiz.  Deve 
ser  evidente  que,  si  se  entrega  a  outro  paiz  o  transporte  do  tra* 
ñco  entre  dous  paizes,  este  obterá  um  ganho  que  aliás  seria  divi- 
dido entre  os  dous. 

Si  nâo  tosse  assim,  o  terceiro  nâo  teria  motivo  de  negociar  por 
conta  dos  outros.  Isto,  porém,  nüo  é  tudo.  O  paiz  que  taz  os 
transportts  desvia  para  seus  próprios  portos  uma  grande  parte  dos 
productos  dos  dous  paizes  que  querem  comiiierc  lar  um  com  o 
outro,  e  assim  torna-se  um  corretor,  exigindo  uma  porcemtagem  (ia 
troca,  e«  conseguintemcnte,  augmentando  o  custo  das  mercadorias 
que  se  trocam.  £  i>em  conhecido  que  grandes  quantidades  de 
mercadorias  americanas  são  distribuidas  na  Europa  e  ate  nos  paizes 
americanos  por  vias  inglezas,  belgas,  allemãs  e  outras,  por  não 
terem  vias  directas  de  communicação  e  por  causa  da  supremacia 
dessas  nacionalidades  em  certos  ramos  do  trafico  por  mar. 

Os  n  larorios  commercia(  s  dos  cônsules  dos  Estados  Unidos 
cm  muit(>>  jniizes  maritimos,  proclamam  a  necessidade  de  navios 
com  a  bantleira  dos  Estados  Unidos,  como  o  único  meio  effi- 
ciente de  augmentar  o  commercio  directo  e  de  desviar  o  trañco 
de  vias  artificiaes,  que,  durante  muitos  an  nos,  tém  sido  laboriosa- 
mente construidas  e  cuidadosamente  dirigidas  e  melhoradas  pelas 
potencias  europeas.  Isto  e  appiicavel  mesmo  ás  outras  repu* 
blicas  americanas.  Não  podem  esperar  a  solidez  nacional  e  o 
augmento  são  do  commercio  entre  si,  sem  um  desenvolvimento 
de  suas  proprias  marinhas  mercantes  que  seja  proporcionado  ás 
suas  capacidades  de  rnu  ar  ()^  produc  ros. 

Ao  inve'îrip'ar  as  causai»  da  ab^orjx^ào  pclu^  na\  tos  europeos,  de 
unia  parte  tão  grande  dos  transportes  americanos,  acharemos,  pro- 
vavelmente, que  a  causa  principal  <•  as  demandas  excessivas  que 
foram  teitas  a  todos  os  paizes  do  hemispherio  occidental  durante 
o  ultimo  meio  século  pelas  necessidades  e  promessas  attractivas  do 
desenvolvimento  interno,  A  invenção  do  navio  a  vapor  e  da 
locomotiva,  um  seguindo  logo  ao  outro,  teve  resultados  econó- 
micos maiores  e  de  muito  mais  importancia  no  Novo  Mundo  de  que 
no  Velho.  A  Europa,  já  densamente  povoada  e  tendo  boas  vias 
de  communica^ào,  simplesmente  enxertou  ab  condições  novas  nas 
antigas. 
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Resultaram  p:raiul('5  mudanças  económicas,  mas  não  envolveram 
um  abandono  tundanirntal  dos  iiiethodos  acostumados  da  industria 
c  das  cmprezas  commerciaes.  Nào  havia  territorios  virgens  para 
desenvoIverem-se«  não  havia  nenhum-  El  Dorado  nâo  explorado 
que  prodigalizasse  as  suas  riquezas  ao  mineiro  afortunado,  attra- 
hindo  de  outras  occupações  o  capital  e  a  industria  em  correntes 
sempre  crescentes.  O  mar  não  deixou  de  attrahir  os  representantes 
emprehendedores  e  aventureiros  do  excesso  da  população  de  GrSL 
Bretanha  e  dos  paizes  marítimos  do  Continente.  Ao  contrario,  o 
povoamento  de  novas  terras  além  do  oceano  nào  somente  induziu 
uma  grande  concurrt^ncia  de  immigrados  da  Europa,  mas  também 
augmcntou  niuiro  os  ganhos  (|ue  podiam  ser  realizados  de  cmpre- 
zas maritimas  e  de  uma  vida  passada  no  mar. 

O  caso  era  différente  no  hemispherio  occidental.  Aqui,  todas 
as  condições  contribuíam  para  desviar  do  mar  o  capital  e  o  trabalho. 
O  navio  a  vapor  e  a  estrada  de  ferro  transteríram  da  zona  do  litto- 
ral do  Atlântico  o  amphitheatro  das  actividades  de  homens,  aos 
planaltos  fertts,  ás  florestas  selvagens,  aos  vastos  recursos  míneraes 
do  interior,  e  as  ambições  humanas  passaram-se  feci  1  mente,  e  quasi 
sem  (  síorços,  ás  regiões  que,  ao  coiirco  do  século,  pareciam  iníini- 
tivaiiuntc  remoras,  si  nílo  inaccessivcis. 

Desde  o  anno  de  1800,  por  exemplo,  o  -centro  da  populat^ão 
dos  Estados  Unidos  mudovi  das  vizinhan<,"as  de  Baltimore,  Mary- 
land, quasi  800  milhas  para  o  oeste,  e  a  area  povoada  augmen- 
tou-se  de  305,708  milhas  quadradas  (quasi  o  oitavo  mais  que  o 
Estado  de  Texas)  até  2,ooo,ocx>  milhas  quadradas.  O  mesmo 
processo  de  desenvolvimento  e  expansão  internos  effectuava-se, 
em  différente  grao,  em  muitos  paizes  do  hemispherio  occidental. 
O  capital  e  o  trabalho  acharam  as  suas  occupações  mais  lucrati- 
vas, não  em  negociar  no  estrangeiro  ou  em  constuir  navios  de 
trafico,  mas  em  derrubar  as  florestas,  em  cultivar  o  solo  virgem, 
cm  exploitar  as  minas  e  em  construir  estradas  de  ferro  e  navios  a 
vapor  para  a  conveniencia  do  volume  crescente  do  trafico  domes- 
tico. 

Em  alguns  destes  pai/es,  noravclnu-iitc  no>  ICstados  Unidos  e 
no  Mexico,  as  tariías  protectix  a^  conseguiram  a  au«,niienrar  as 
industrias  manufactureiras,  e  hoje.  os  Ksradus  Unidos  e  a  naçào 
iiiais  manuíacrureira  do  mundo,  empregando,  segundo  o  recen 
seamentu  de  1890,  um  capital  de  mais  de  seis  biUiões  de  dollars 
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e  de  cerca  de  5,000,000  trabalhadores,  com  uma  producçSo 
liquida  por  anno  de  mais  de  quatro  bill  iões  de  dollars.  Segundo 
o  douto  estadístico  ingle/,  Sir  Michaki.  G.  Mulhall,  a  ordem  das 

priiu:ip:it  s  naçòes  indusrriaes  eni  iS(S<S,  t  umo  se  vê  ptlo  \d\or 
annual  tl<  seus  jiroduc  tc»  nianuíacrurados,  calculado  em  milhòes 
de  libras  esterlinas,  toi  a  seguinte: 


Estados  Unidos   i  «443 

Reino  Unido  (Gri  Bretanha  e  Irlanda)   820 

Allemanha   583 

França   485 

Russia........   363 

Austria  '   2$3 

Italia  ,   121 

Bcigica   104 


Em  i860,  as  manufacturas  dos  Kstados  Unidos  tbram  no  valor 
de  ^,'392,000.000  ou  /  1  (S;^, 000,00c  ^u  nu^c|uc■  a>cl()  ino  l  nido. 
Pois,  em  mt  iu)^  dr  trinta  annos.  o<  l^.stailos  Unidos,  não  somente 
excederam  a  nacào  mais  industrial  do  mundo,  ma^  a\i¿ini(  nrnrani 
sua  produceào  até  tàltar  apenas  uma  quarta  parte  para  dobrar  o 
valor  total  das  manufacturas  inglezas. 

Tomando  os  Estados  Unidos  como  o  exemplo  mais  notável 
da  tendencia  económica  geral  do  hemispherio  oriental,  é  fácil 
ver  a  razão  por  (|ue  as  republicas  americanas,  occupadas  activa- 
mente e  com  proveito  nas  industrias  domesticas,  e  no  desen- 
volvimento dos  seus  grandes  e  diversos  recursos  internos,  tivessem 
sido  pouco  interessadas  durante  o  século  [)ass;ido  nos  transportes 
por  mar,  tpie  tonmi  considerados  até  ha  pouco,  de  pouca  im[H)r- 
tancia,  e  tivessem  permittido  aos  paizes  marítimos  da  Europa 
tirarem  ganhos  que  pareciam  de  pouca  importancia  pelo  contraste 
dos  grandes  proveitos  resultantes  tias  emprezas  domesticas.  Essa 
explicação  toma'^e  ainda  mais  convincente,  quando  consideramos 
o  Êicto  de  que  tal  indiíFerença  não  tbí  manifestada  para  com  a 
construcção  de  estradas  de  ferro  e  o  desenvolvimento  da  nave^ 
gac5o  costeira  e  fluvial  para  satis&zer  as  exigencias  do  nosso 
commercio  interno. 

Nada  é  mais  notável  do  (|u(  o  au^uK  iuo  ra|)ido  de  <  ^rriulas  de 
ferro,  não  sonu  nír  no>  L.>tado>  L  nitlo>,  iiuis  no  Mexi*,  t»,  Brazil, 
Republica  Argentina,  Uruguay,  Chile  e  nos  outros  paizes  da 
America  do  Sul.    Actualmente,  o  comprimento  total  das  estradas 
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de  î( TR)  dos  Instados  Unidos,  c  de  cerca  de  200,000  milhas; 
tem-se  dobrado  u«  sdc  1880.  O  Mexico  tem  construido  rapida- 
mente estradas  tic  ierro  nos  últimos  annos,  e  tem,  actualmente, 
um  comprimento  total  de  cerca  de  7,000  milhas.  A  Re[)uhlica 
Argentina  gastou  grandes  sommas  nas  suas  estradas  de  térro 
durante  o  seculo  passado,  e  tem  aberto  ao  trafico  quasi  9,000 
milhas. 

O  Brazil  tem  em  operação  um  comprimento  total  de  estra- 
das de  ferro  de  cerca  de  8,000  milhas.    O  Chile,  primeiro  na 

construcçào  de  estradas  de  terro  na  America  do  Sul,  tt  in  2,000 
miliias.  Não  ha  paiz  do  conrincnrr  >ul-americano.  (pie  nào  seja 
inteiramrnte  sensível  ao  \  aíor  de  estradas  de  ierro,  como  o  pri- 
meiro requisito  do  desenvolvimento,  e  a  conscrucc^-ào  de  systemas 
efficientes  para  abrirem  todos  os  seus  recursos  é  somente  uma 
questão  de  tempa 

Este  reconhecimento  universal  de  estradas  de  ferro  como  o 
principal  factor,  não  somente  do  desenvolvimento  interno,  mas 
do  commercio  internacional  de  todo  o  hemispherio  occidental,  arha 
sua  expressão  mais  significativa  no  projecto  de  uma  Estrada  de 
I  erro  Intercontinental,  paru  o  qual  estudos  íoram  leitos  de  accôrdo 
com  as  reconiini  ndacòes  da  Conferencia  Internacional  Americana, 
que  teve  lugar  em  Washin^^on,  a  2  de  outubro  de  1889. 

O  projecto  da  Conferencia  tomou  a  forma  definitiva  na  nome- 
ação da  Commissão  da  Estrada  de  Ferro  Intercontinental,  com- 
posta de  representantes  dos  Estados  Unidos,  Mexico,  Guatemala, 
Salvador,  Colombia,  Brazil,  Venezuela,  Equador,  Peru,  a  Repu- 
blica Argentina,  Uruguay  e  Paraguay.  A  commissão  celebrou 
sua  primeira  sessão,  no  dia  4  de  dezembro  de  1890,  na  Sala 
Diplomática  do  Ministerio  de  Estado  em  Washington  e  tbi  aber- 
ta pelo  Secretario  de  Estado  do^  E-raclos  Unidos,  o  Honrado 
James  G.  Blaise.    Por  essa  occasiao.  o  Sr.  Hi.ainf.  disse: 

Senhores:  Espero  que  este,  quarto  dia  de  dc7,cmbro  dc  1890,  tenha  de  marcar 

o  '(imcço,  o  começo  propicio  de  uma  emi>re/,a  multo  grande  que  juntará  a 
America  do  Sul,  a  America  Central  c  a  America  do  N\>rte  ;  que  unirá  por  lavos 
mais  estreitos  e  mais  sinceros  muitas  íiaçõcs,  e  será  uiii  bcnehcio  apresente  gera- 
ção c  dOi>  milhõc!»  que  ainda  nãu  são  nascidos. 

Uma  Commissào  £xecutiva  nomeada  [)ela  Commissio  tez  um 
relatório  preliminar  no  dia  31  de  janeiro  de  1893,  dando  os  resulta- 
dos dos  estudos  feitos  pelos  engenheiros  da  Commissão.  Esses 
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estudos,  segundo  as  iníbrmações,  publicados  a  20  de  junho  de 
1895,  foram  utilisados  em  determinar  a  situação  de  certas  secções 
no  systema  {^ropostu. 

A  Companhia  Central  de  Estradas  de  Perro  de  Guatemala  cuja 
linha  principal  vae  desde  San  José,  na  costa  do  Paciñco,  até  a 
cidade  de  Guatemala,  decidiu-se  a  construir  aquella  porção  do 
systema  intercontinental,  destinada  a  atravessar  Guatemala,  e  pôz 
essa  resolução  em  forma  practica  pela  sua  construcção,  ficando 
aberta  ao  trafico  no  dia  14  de  abril  passado,  a  secção  que  se  estende 
de  Santa  Maria  situada  na  Estrada  de  Ferro  Central  de  Guate- 
mala, até  Santa  Lucia,  e  vai  continuando  a  construcçAo  até  Patulul 
com  a  intenção  de  estender  a  linha  para  o  nordoeste  até  a  íronteria 
mexicana,  e  para  o  sudesr<  até  a  íronteira  de  Salvador.  (  )  h  ito 
da  estrada  e  as  pontes  dessa  Imiia  v.1o-se  construir  com  a  bitola  nor- 
mal, ainda  que  a  bitola  que  toi  adoptada  originariamente  devia  ter 
tres  pés  de  largura. 

Essa  estrada  está  sendo  substancialmente  construida,  sendo  as 
pontes  de  aço  com  contra-tbrtes  de  pedra,  e  a  parte  da  estrada  já 
construída  é  feita  de  trilhos  de  aço  de  54  libras.  A  Estrada  de 
Ferro  Sul«Mcxícana  já  está  flinccionando  até  Oaxaca,  400  de 
milhas  ao  sul  da  cidatle  de  Mexico,  e  breve  estará  at  abada  a  parte 
que  intervém  entre  essa  cidade  e  a  fronteira  dr  (  luateinala.  A 
Estrada  de  Ferro  Sul-Mexicana  e  a  Estrada  de  I  erro  Central 
de  Guatemala  breve  permittirá  aos  viajantes  irem  por  via-tèrrea  de 
Washington  até  a  fronteira  de  Salvador.  Nesta  Republica,  o  Sr. 
ScHERZER  vai  construindo  sua  linha,  e  esta,  considerada  em  con- 
nexão  com  as  actuaas  estradas  de  Nicaragua,  permtttiria  aos  viajan* 
tes  irem  por  via-íèrrea  de  uma  cidade  qualquer  dos  Estados  Unidos 
até  a  linha  projectada  do  Canal  de  Nicaragua. 

As  concessões  foram  feitas  para  uma  estrada  de  ferro  estcndendo- 
se  da  costa  tio  sul  du  Laj^o  de  Nicaragua  atrave/  de  Costa  Rica, 
e  se  cré  que  semelhantt  estrada  será  f>ronipto  construida.  A 
linha  atravez  da  America  Central  que  toi  estudada  pela  cunimis- 
sào,  passa  geralmente  ao  longo  da  (  f>^ra  do  Pacifico  da  fronteira 
septentrional  de  Guatemala  até  a  cidade  de  Panamá.  Na  Co- 
lombia a  linha  tem  dous  ramaes,  um  de  Panamá  e  o  outro  de 
Cartegena,  no  Mar  das  Antilhas  até  um  ponto  ao  sul  de  Medellin. 
Em  MedelHn,  um  ramal  é  lançado  para  \*enezuela.    Os  dous 
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raniaes  de  Panama  e  de  Cartagena  cntroncam-sc  aixiixo  tic  Mcdri- 
lin  e  tazerii  uniu  so  linlia  atravez  do  Equador  t(x:ando  na  ca[>itaK 
Quito,  e  atravez  do  Peru  at*-  Cuzc  o.  A  linha  vai  passando  ao 
longo  íías  costas  do  otaste  e  do  sul  do  Lago  de  Titicaca,  até  La  Paz, 
a  capital  da  Bolivia.  Entre  La  Paz  e  Huanchaca,  uma  estrada 
de  ferro  já  está  em  operação  por  mais  de  metade  da  distancia 
(OruTo  até  Huanchaca).  De  Huanchaca  divergem  tres  linhas,  das 
quaes  uma  c  a  continuação  da  grande  linha  de  tronco  do  norte 
e  do  sul  atr  Jujuy,  na  Republica  Argentina,  já  unida  por  via- 
ferrea  com  Buc^()^  Aires:  iiina  outra  cstende-se  para  léste,  atravez 
da  Bolivia  e  do  Brazil  ate  Rio  dv  Janeiro;  e  a  terceira  ramihca  da 
linha  do  Brazil  em  l\)mobambu  e  passa  na  direc(;ào  do  sudeste 
atravez  do  Paraguay  até  Aûsumpçùo.  A  Estrada  de  I  erro  de 
Oruro  já  une  Huanchaca  com  o  porto  de  Antotágasta  no  Chile. 

Assim  poder-se-ha  ver  que,  pela  construcçào  de  certas  linhas,  os 
continentes  da  America  do  Norte  e  da  America  do  Sul  seriam 
unidos  por  um  grande  systema  de  estradas  de  íêrro,  estendendo- 
se  dos  Estados  Unidos,  pelo  Mexico,  America  Central,  Colom- 
bia, Equador,  Peru  e  Chile,  com  linhas  lateraes  estendendo-se 
por  X'enr/urla,  Bolivia.  Brazil,  a  Republica  Argentina,  Paraj^uay 
e  I'ruguay.  Ainda  que  a  empreza  part  i  e  >er  grande,  traba- 
lhos de  construcçào,  comparados  com  as  milhas  de  linhas  já 
operadas  nestes  paizrs,  são  comparativamente  pequenos.  Os  tra- 
balhos  recentes  da  Commissào  foram  principalmente  os  de  emen- 
dar seus  estudos  sobre  a  linha,  e  de  prepararl-os  para  ser  publicados 
no  seu  Escriptorio  em  Washington.  O  seu  relatório  final  será 
publicado  em  tres  ou  mais  volumes  acompanhados  dos  seus 
correspondentes  atlas  de  mappas. 

O  valor   principal   deste    systema   nào  se  ac  íia  no  aspecto 

que  prinieir.imente  salta  á  vibta.  (pie  é  de  deinon^rrar  a  practicabi- 

lidade  de  uma  via-terrea  que  deve  passar  ao  Itmgo  da  linha  central 

dos  dous  continentes,  e  unir  os  Estados  Unidos  pt)r  terra  com  os 

paizes  mais  remotos  da  America  do  Sul;  mas  nas  íacil idades  que 

trará  ao  desenvolvimento  das  relações  commerciaes  entre  os  paizes 

contíguos  ou  adjacentes,  para  a  abertura  de  novas  vias  para  o  mar, 

para  o  supplemento  da  construcção  de  um  ou  mais  canaes  atravez 

do  Isthmo  de  Panama,  e  para  a  connexão  de  todos  os  paizes  do 

Novo  Mundo  n'um  plano  grande  e  harmonioso  do  desenvolvimento  . 
Buiu  Ko.  2  8 

*■ 
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industrial.  O  resulîaclo  tituii.  a  lilrima  expressio  destas  tendencias 
será  a  (  xpaiisùo  inrrrna  dr  todos  estes  paizes.  ap)ra  prinu  iramcntc 
gru{)al^l)^  e  a  sua  uiiiào  conu)  uma  torça  intercontinental. 

1  )t  ste  aspecto  do  prol^h  iiia.  passamos,  por  uma  traní>içà^)  tacil 

e  lógica,  para  o  que  é,  depoi.^  de  tudo,  a  sequencia  natural  á  enorme 
actividade  interna  das  republicas  americanas  como  acima  indi- 
camos. Já  nos  Estados  U nidos, c  também  em  différente  gráo  nas 
republicas  irmãs,  o  facto  toma-se  mais  e  mais  evidente  de  que  o 
desenvolvimento  interno  é  somente  o  precursor  de  um  commercio 
externo  que  vai  constantemente-se  alargando.  Si  se  construem 
estradas  de  ferro,  si  se  estabelecem  linhas  de  vapores  afim  de  levar 
os  productos  de  um  paiz  ao  mar,  é  porque  .se  espera  dar-lhes  sabi- 
das para  os  mercados  estrangeiros.  Si  se  de^e^v()lvf m  as  manu- 
facturas em  quantidades  que  exi  <  dani  ás  procuia^>  do  mercado 
domestico,  ou  si  os  tazendeiros  cuntmuani  cultivando  os  cereaes 
alem  das  exigencias  domesticas,  é  porque  esperam  achar-lhes  mer- 
cados estrangerios. 

Deve  chegar  a  época  em  todos  os  paizes  progressivos — já  che^ 
gou  nos  Estados  Unidos — em  que  o  desenvolvimento  interno 
clu^^ifá  a  ponto  em  que  haverá  de  necessidade  um  trasborda- 
mento.  É  neste  momento  que  se  dá  attenção  aos  meios  mais 
ertectivos  tie  c  hegar  aos  mercados  estrangeiros  e  de  ganhar  uma 
parte  do  seu  commercio.  Vm-A  vez  seriamenre  enibarcado  no.^ 
mare-s,  um  paiz  logo  aclia  que  se  pode  assegurar  o  maior  ganho 
somente  por  carregar  os  productos  nos  seus  próprios  navios.  O 
capital  naturalmente  vaÍ  para  a  marinha  mercante  quando  os 
ganhos  recebidos  de  outras  emprezas  de  transporte  cessam  de  ser 
superiores.  E  algumas  nações  maritimas  jul^m  de  tanta  impor- 
tancia suas  proprias  marinhas  mercantes,  que  para  possuil-as  lan- 
çam mão  de  muitos  alvitres  na  forma  de  subvenções,  subsidios  de 
mala  e  favores  cspeciacs  afim  de  attrahir  em  o  capital  para  as  em- 
prezas marítimas  sob  a  bandeira  nacional. 

O  exiro  que  coroou  esses  favores  concedidos  pelos  governos, 
varitíu  com  as  condições  différentes.  Nào  pode  haver  duvida  que, 
esses  favores  Judiciosamente  empregados,  provaram-ser  valiosos  em 
augmentar  as  marinhas  mercantes,  mas  deve  ter  cuidado  na  legisla- 
ção da  tarifa  e  dos  diversos  premios  para  nâo  sustentar  a  industria  da 
construcção  de  navios  de  modo  que  se  tomam  mais  custosos  ao 
comprador,  os  navios  nacionats  (^ue  os  estrangeiros.    O  capital 
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tern  povico  sentiniento  eni  einpregar-se.  Construir  navios,  assim 
como  possuil-os,  deve  ser  de  urna  vantagem  evidente  antes  que  se 
possa  esperar  obter  uma  marinha  nacional. 

Acha-se  um  exemplo  notável  deste  íàcto  na  experiência  .recente 
da  França.  A  Revue  du  Commerce  Extérieur  de  Paris  de  19  de 
junho  de  1897,  diz: 

A  decadeiu  i.i  Ua  niannhu  mercante  na  Fram^a  é,  hitell¿meiue,  um  facto  incon- 
tcàiavcl;  mus  as  causas  a:>!jignada>  pela  ci)]nmi>são  cvtra-parlamentar  parcccm- 
nos  int^ramence  inadequadas.  A  primeira  condição  necessária  ao  bum  cxito 
de  uma  industria  i  o  capital  que  se  p9e  i  sua  disposição.  Na  França  não  falta 
ó  dinheiro.  Ao  contrario,  é  abundante.  Os  juros  do  capital  emprestado  slo 
muito  pequenos.  .4  apólice  franceza,  que  por  sua  taxa  de  capitalisaçSo  regula  o 
valor  do  dinheiro,  produz  menos  de  5  por  cento  ;  a  (axa  de  desconto  durance 
muitos  anuos  tem  permanecido  a  %  por  cento.  Temos  absorvido  milhões  de 
fundos  da  Russia  e  engulido  centenas  de  milhdes  nas  emprezas  para  a  niineira- 
çâo  de  ouro.  Infelizmente,  os  capitalistas  firancezes  são  tímidos  demais  ou 
muito  crédulos.  Tem  confiança  somente  no  credito  de  nações;  as  emprezas 
commcrciacs  c  industriaes  não  os  atcrahcni. 

O  capital  politico,  que  é  rambem  o  capital  hi\ancciro,  é  lonee  do  mar.  Em 
Londres,  Christiania,  Copenhague,  Stuckiioimo,  os  habitantes  *ão  obrigados  a 
conhecer  os  negócios  maritimos,  e  tomar  interesse  n'ellcs.  Os  capitães  du  nusso 
paiz  ignoram  inteiramente,  a  industria  dos  transportes  marítimos.  Nossa  ma- 
rinha mercante  pode  encontrar  capitães  somente  nos  districcos  maritimos.  Ainda 
ahi  é  difficil  encontral-os.  Excepto  na  Bretanha,  provincia  pobre,  a  agricultura 
é  a  occupação  dominante.  Nos  grandes  portos,  como  Marselha,  se  gasta  muito 
dinheiro  na  especulação  e  nas  varias  industrias.  Alguns  armadores,  marinhei- 
ros velhos,  e  um  pequeno  numero  de  burguezes,  formam  o  único  recurso  de 
onde  se  recrutam  os  capitães  da  marinha  mercante.  Por  fim,  a  abolição  da 
ta.va  addicional  sobre  a  bandeira  em  1866,  foi  um  outro  revez  para  os  negocios 
maritimos,  e  preparou  a  decadencia  da  marinha  mercante  nacional. 

Ainda  que  a  deduc^ào  possa  appareser  paradoxal,  a  importancia  me<rna  das 
subvenções  concedida?,  á;  linhas  regulares  de  navegacfio  a  vapor  para  o  transporte 
de  maias,  tem  prejudicado  a  marinha,  por  ter  creado  a  coiu urrcncia  privilegiada, 
isto  teve  como  resultado  o  desvio  do  capital  interessado  nos  negocios  maritimos. 
O  numero  dos  estaleiros  diminuiu-se;.  o  custo  da  construcção  dc  navios  na 
França  augmcntou-se.  Ainda  que  os  materiâes  empregados  na  construcção  de 
navios  ficaram  isentos  de  direitos,  a  falta  de  concurrencia  augmcntou  o  prpço  de 
navios.  Pelas  mesmas  razões  exige->se  mais  tempo  para  a  execução  das  ordeni; 
os  donos  de  navios  foram  obrigados  a  dirigirem-se  aos  estaleiros  da  Inglaterra. 
Alli,  a  marmha  conunercial  é  tão  prospera  e  os  estaleiros  são  tão  numerosos  que 
os  preços  vão-se  reduziindo  constantemente.  A  lei  que  supprimiu  a  taxa  addi- 
cional sobre  a  bandeira,  também  tinha  reduzido  os  direitos  aduaneiros  e  a  ma- 
tricula do«  navios  fratire/c",  á  uma  taxa  insignificante.  Os  estaleiros  da  França 
tinham  pouco  de  lazer  ^ah  o  concertar  navios. 

Assim,  ijuando  foi  votada  a  lei  de  janeiro  dc  líiéi,  melhorando  ao  mesmo 
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tempo  sua  situação  e  a  dos  armadores,  as  primeiras  ordens  absorveram  logo 
sua  força  de  construcçáo.  Na  véspera  da  promulgação  da  lei,  a  Canipagnie 
Générale  Transatlantique  mandou  comprar  navios  na  Inglaterra,  ainda  que 
tivessem  somente  a  vantagem  de  meio-premto  de  nav^tção.    £ssa  experiencia 

deveria  ter  >crvidt)  como  uma  lição  quando  a  lei  de  l88|  foi  emendada. 

Um  meio  deveria  ter  sido  achado  para  assegurar  as  ordens  aos  estaleiros 
trancczcs,  sem  privar  por  muito  tempo  os  armadores  do  bencficu^  ;ía  !ci.  Parecc- 
nos  cjuc  poderia  conseguir  o  fim  ronredeiido  n  meio- premio  Je  iKivcc:içã<> 
ao^  ii.ivios  dc  construcção  estrangeira  -''nicnte  pclu  pra/d  tie  d<ni-  annos_  que  é 
o  icnipo  medio  exigido  para  a  c(>nstruci,ào  de  um  navio.  0>  armadorci.,  então, 
poderiam  comprar  navios  na  Inglaterra,  c,  ao  mesmo  tempo,  dar  commissõcs  aos 
estaleiros  francczes.  j;¿uando  os  navios  estivessem  acabados  vender>$e-hiam 
os  velhos  para  obter  a  totalidade  do  premio.  Os  proprietários  de  estaleiros 
francezes,  confiando-se  em  novas  ordens,  teriam  augmentado  as  facilidades  de 
construcção.  Mas  como  nenhum  limite  foi  posto  ao  prazo  do  meio-premio 
sobre  os  navios  de  constrncçâo  estrangeira,  foram  conservados,  e  tomaram  o 
lugar  dos  novos  que  teriam  sido  encommendados  na  França. 

O  legislador  de  1893  qui/  reparar  o  mal,  e  foi  até  ao  extremo  contrario. 
Nenhuma  fracção  do  premio  foi  concedida  aos  navios  estrangeiros.  Os  proprie» 
tarios  dos  estaleiros  tiraram  senhores  da  situação,  e  podiam  dictar  aos  armadores. 
Não  satisfeitos  com  os  premios,  exigiram  preços  excessivos.  A  lei  dc  1  '^fj^  forne- 
ceu !hes  os  meios  dc  fornecer  navios  pelo  mesmo  preço  que  os  est aiciros  estran- 
gci^o^  ;  foi  concedido  até  um  premio  de  i  franco  por  100  kiiügrammas  de 
caldeiras  c  machinas.  Mas  uiu  navio  a  vela  que  se  venderia  por  joo,ooo  francos 
em  outro  paiz,  agora  custa  500,000  francos  na  França.  Os  constructores  con- 
fiscaram um  quarto  do  premio  de  navegação. 

O  armador  que  necessita  de  tonelagem,  e  o  capitalista  que  quer  enviar  mer- 
cadorias, acham-se  entre  duas  alternativas:  ou  comprar  navios  estrangeiros, 
pagando  o  direito  de  t  francos  por  tonelada  e  renunciando  ao  premio  de  nave- 
gação, ou  mandar  comprar  navios  nos  estaleiros  francezes.  pagando  dous  terços 
mais.    Isto  prejudica  seriamente  o  commercio  nacional. 

A  experiencia  da  França,  assim  delineada,  parece  mostrar: 

1.  Our  ;i  íonn.i  uuiis  effectiva  de  nrcinicjs  dc  navi<:;ic:\o  é 
a  incorporada  na  lei  dr  10  de  niaio  de  1892,  votada  pelo  Con- 
grt:sso  dos  Estados  Unidos,  pela  qual  dous  vapores  construidos 
no  estrangeiro  tbram  admittidos  á  matricula,  sob  condição  de  que 
dous  vapores  da  mesma  classe  tossem  construídos  nos  Estados 
Unidos* 

2.  Que  sem  uma  estipulação  n'uma  lei  de  premios  á  nave^ 
gaçào  que  permitta  a  concurrencia  estrangeira  sob  condições 
prescritas,  os  navios  construídos  n*um  paiz  que  concede  subven- 
ções, ficam  sujeitos  a  que  os  cousrructorcs  por  elles  peçam  preços 
que  aíustani  os  capitães  domésticos. 
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3.  Que  uma  taxa  especial  em  favor  de  navios  nacionaes,  ainda 
que  seja  creada  de  modo  a  provocar  represalias  por  parte  de  outras 
potencias  marítimas,  e  devesse  ser  usada  somente  como  urna  me- 
dida de  reivindicação,  íbi  vantajosa  á  marinha  franceza. 

Ê  fora  de  proposito  entrar  n'uma  discussão  da  questão  de  sub- 
VL'iK'ócs,  premios  t  íavores  discrininnrorios.  L  iunpre  chumar  a 
attençào  para  a.>  [)()ssii:)ili(.lacl('s  da  referida  legislacilo  em  augnu  nrar 
as  marinhas  mercantes.  A  attitude  dos  Estados  U  nidos  c  das  outras 
republicas  americanas  para  com  essa  phase  do  problema  de 
transporte  é  singular  no  sentido,  que  se  acham  na  entrada  d'uma 
nova  era  quanto  a  suas  relações  económicas,  na  qual,  é  de  esperar 
acharão  unificados  seus  interesses.  Qualquer  legislação  relativa 
aos  navios  mercantes  deveria  estreitar  as  relações  commerciaes  c 
&zer  mutuamente  lucrativa  a  troca  de  productos  entre  dous  paizes. 

A  idea  da  reciprocidade  no  commercio  tem  subtendido,  como 
um  forollario  lógico,  a  rcciproc^idaílc  nos  meios,  pelos  (piaes  se  faz 
este  commercio.  As  rejuihlicas  americanas  já  nnirani->e  num 
grande  projecto  de  cooperação  para  o  desenvolvimento  das  tàci- 
l idades  de  transporte  por  terra;  a  posição  geographica  de  uma 
em  relação  a  outra  suggère,  também,  a  importancia  de  algum 
systema  de  adquirir  o  dominio  sobre  seus  transportes  por  mar. 


ESTADOS  UNIDOS. 

ASSOCIA^y.ÃO  NACIONAL  DE  MANUFACTUREIROS. 

Pelo  Presidente  Theodore  C.  Search. 

Es.^a  Assuciaràc)  pode  ser  mencionada  como  uma  das  varias 
agencias  importantes  para  a  promoção  de  commercio  entre  os 
varios  paizes  comprehendidos  na  União  Internacional  Americana 
e,  por  conseguinte,  devesse  dar  conta  dos  seus  propósitos  e  trabal* 
hos.  Representa  os  esforços  reunidos  dos  manufactureiros  ameri- 
canos para  a  promoção  dos  seus  interesses  communs  por  methodos 
de  negocio  que  podem  servir  de  melhor  modo  a  uma  organi/acào 
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de  tamanho  alcance  em  seus  propósitos  e  numero  dos  seus  mem- 
bros.  Rrprr^cnriindo  (juasi  todos  os  ramos  importantes  de  imlus- 
tria  dos  principaes  districtos  manu^ctureiros  dos  Estados  Unidos, 
a  Associação  c  essencialmente  nacional  tanto  na  sua  organização 
como  nos  seus  propositóse  nos  methodos  empregados  para  leva1-os 
a  eflfeito.  Scu  presidente,  secretario,  e  thesoureiro  silo  nomeados 
pelos  membros  da  Associaçàti  na  assemhiea  nacional  annual  ^em 
reterem  ia  á  Ku'alidade,  e  esta  t  -tijnilada  na  eonstituirão  a  nomea- 
cílo  do  mesmo  nuxlo  de  um  viee-presidenre  tíos  membros  iW  eada 
Estado,  üs  V  ice-presidentes  dos  doze  estados  que  contem  o 
maior  numero  de  fabricas,  os  funccionarios  geraes,  e  quatro  mem- 
bros extraordinarios  constituem  uma  commissào  executiva  pela 
qual  os  funccionarios  da  Associação  são  dirigidos. 

A  politica  geral  da  Associação  c  dada  na  assemblea  annual  e 
as  linhas  especiaes  do  trabalho  são  indicadas  á  commissão  execu- 
tiva.  que  por  seu  turno  investe  de  grandes  poderes  discricionários, 
ao  pre^iilt  nfr,  cjue  assim  é  teito  o  chete  executivo  da  organi/.i  ;:u). 
Os  traballu)>  da  A^MK-iacfio  Nacional  de  Manutactureiros  potlein 
ser  dividiílos  em  duas  (lasses,  uma  incumbida  dos  intere^^es 
domésticos,  dos  manutactureiros  dos  Estados  Unidos  e  a  outra  do 
commercio  americano  com  os  paizes  estrangeiros. 

Na  primeira  classe  podem*se  grupar  os  seguintes  propósitos 
especiaes: 

1.  Conservação  do  mercado  domestico. 

2.  Unidade  das  classificações  de  fretes  das  estradas  de  terro, 

3.  Melhoramento  das  vias  fluviaes  do  interior. 

4.  Creaçào  de  um  Ministerio  Federal  do  Conunercio  e  da 
Industria. 

5.  Estabelecimento  de  unia  lei  nacional  de  tallencias. 

Entre  os  propósitos  que  se  referem  ao  commercio  estrangeiro 
pKxlem-se  enumerar  os  seguintes: 

1.  Investigação  dos  mercados  estrangeiros. 

2.  Estabelecimento  de  armazéns  de  amostras  para  as  mercado» 
rias  americanas  nos  centros  de  commercio  estrangeiro. 

3.  Melhoramento  do  serviço  consular. 

4.  Restauração  da  marinha  mercante  aniericana. 

5.  Construcçào  do  Canal  de  Nicaragua  sob  a  inspecção  ameri- 
cana. 
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6.  Restaurai  àt)  de  tratailos  de  reciprocidade  commercial. 

Nào  obstante  os  propositas  acima  mencionados  conterem  as 
nnais  importantes  linhas  do  trabalho  que  a  Associação  tem  em 
vista,  não  comprehendem  toda  a  extensão  de  sua  actividade  ;  porque 
esses  propósitos  especificados  comprehendem  muitas  emprezas  inci- 
dentes ou  alliadas  que  augmentam  muito  o  trabalho  realmente 
executado.  Em  (juanro  a  Assticiacão  Nacional  de  Manufacturei- 
ros U-m  artrahuli)  arrciu.ãt)  dr  toda  parte  pelos  esforços  emprej^ailos 
para  estender  o  coiihihtcÍo  externo  dt)s  Estados  Unidos,  pode-sc 
\  f-r  pela  cnumt  ração  dos  propósitos  da  Associação,  que  a  or^ani- 
za<y'ào  náo  c  mantida  com  o  único  tini  de  desenvolver  o  commercio 
externo.  Seus  fins  domésticos  não  sâo  de  menor  im{x>rtancia  do 
que  os  estrangeiros. 

Primeiramente  a  Associação  é  americana  em  tudo.  Ainda  que 
esteja  inteiramente  fora  da  politica  e  comprehende  na  sua  lista  de 
membros  homens  de  opiniões  politicas  muito  différentes  c  bem 
marcadas,  a  Assoriaçáo  Nacional  de  Manufactureiros  mantem-se 
firme  r  t  laraiiu  iui  para  a  prort  cçào  das  industrias  doiiu  >í  icas, 
(Ire  laraiulo  (juc  nào  lia  incn  ado  no  muiulo  de  taiUa  importanria 
para  os  nianuíacturerios  americanos  tDino  próprio  dt)mestico.  A 
tarifa  é  considerada  pela  Associação  como  um  problema  de  nego> 
cio,  e  nüo  como  o[)portunidade  para  capital  politico;  e  o  ajuste 
dos  direitos  de  modo  que  sejam  igualados  o  custo  de  artigos  impor- 
tados e  de  mercadorias  fabricadas  nos  Estados  Unidos  representa, 
provavelmente,  a  opinião  da  maioria  dos  membros  da  Associação 
sobre  o  problema  da  tarifa.  Quando  o  sentimento  da  Associação 
foi  expressado  na  assemhlea  annual  no  me/  ile  janeiro  de  1897. 
seuà  principios  sobre  a  tarda  foram  ex[)rimidos  na  seguinte  reso- 
luç;lo  : 

"  Fica  resolvido  que  se  devem  estabelecer  din  itosde  modo  que 
sejam  consistentes  com  a  protecção  adequada  de  nossas  industrias 
manuíâctureíras  e  agricolas  e  dos  operarios  que  empregam.  A 
tarifa  deve  conter  somente  direitos  especiBcos  ou  direitos  mixtos 
específicos  e  ad  valorem." 

A  parte  dos  trabalhos  domésticos  da  Associação  ^ue  tem  attra- 
hido  maior  attcnção  é  a  que  foi  efFectuada  para  a  creaçào  de  um 
Ministerio  Federal  do  Coiniiicrcio  e  da  Inilusrria.  Kssa  idea, 
proposta  ha  muitos  annos  mas  por  nmitu  tempo  descurada,  toi 
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levada  proeminentemente  á  attençao  publica  nos  últimos  annos  c 
muito  se  tem  teito  paru  ía/t  r  ( oiihi  c  idas  as  vantagens  do  novo 
ministerio  t¿uc  ><■  propõe.  Pn>poí)tas  para  a  creaeào  tio  reterido 
ministerio  têm  sido  apresentadas  em  su<:eessão  e  ^c  tem  mantido 
uma  vigorosa  campanha  de  educação.  O  ñm  da  legislação  pedida 
c  collocar  n*um  so  ramo  do  Governo  nacional  todas  as  fiincções 
que  se  referem  ás  industrias  e  ao  commercio  da  nação,  para  que 
esses  interesses  sejam  providos  de  modo  melhor  do  que  é  practica- 
vel  nas  condições  existentes.  Por  meio  de  uma  commissão  de 
se\is  mais  conhecidos  membros  e  da  circulação  de  grande  quanti- 
dade lU:  puiiiphletos  sobre  ei>te  assumpto,  a  Associarão  tem  mantido 
o  interesse  publico. 

O  trabalho  que  a  Associarilo  Nacional  de  Manutactureiros  está 
tir/entlo  em  conncxào  com  a  extensão  dos  negocios  exteriores  dos 
Estados  Unidos  é  provavelmente  do  maior  interesse  para  aquelles 
que  lerem  este  artigo.  Neste  trabalho,  como  em  tudo  mais,  a 
Associação  esforça-se  para  applicar  methodos  práticos  de  negocio. 

Os  planos  deste  trabalho  tomam  providencias  para  a  investiga- 
ção cuidadosa  de  novos  mercados  dos  productos  americanos,  para  o 
estudo  das  condições  commerciacs  dos  varios  paizes,  e  para  o  conhe- 
ciinrnro.  cpiaiUt)  tor  possivel,  das  classes  dv  iik  n  ;ulorias  ameri- 
canas tjut:  m:  podem  \  fnder  nos  diferentes  nu  rcack»  e  as  condi- 
ções de  concurrencia  (pie  se  têm  dt-  encontrar.  Kste  traballio  é 
preliminar  c  preparatorio  de  maiores  emprezas  a  respeito  do  estabe- 
lecimento de  agencias  sob  a  administração  da  Associação,  nos 
centros  de  commercio  estrangeiros  que  parecem  offerecer  as  mel- 
hores opportun  idades  para  o  desenvolvimento  de  maior  traiico. 
Essas  agencias  são  destinadas  a  ser  armazéns  para  a  exposição  de 
mercadorias  americanas  de  todas  as  classes,  ou  salas  de  amostras 
onde  se  possam  ver  e  examinar  as  mercadorias  jielos  que  as 
quizercni  ccJinprar.  C)  mrrito  deste  mcthodo  de  pt-rsuadir  o  coiii- 
nu  R  ic)  (  >tr;in<reiro  é  cvidt  nrr  áquelles  que  tem  experimentado 
•  vendt-r  mercadoria^  st  m  amostras,  e  sem  outros  auxilios  mais  do 
que  tlescripçôcs  verbaes  e  publicações.  A  administração  da  Asso- 
ciação Nacional  de  Manufactureiros  cré  que  se  pode  applicar  este 
plano  com  bons  resultados  em  muitos  paizes  estrangeiros,  c  espe- 
cialmente nos  centros  de  commercio  da  America  Latina,  Inves- 
tigações com  este  [)ropo6Íto  em  visra  foram  começadas  em  diffé- 
rentes paizes,  e  o  primeiro  do  systema  proposto  de  armazéns  de 
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amostras  actualmente  está  sendo  organizado  em  Caracas,  Vene- 
zuela, sob  condições  muito  iâvoraveis  creadas  pela  concessão 
especial  do  Governo  de  Venezuela. 

Visto  que  a  idéa  do  estabelecimento  de  armazéns  constitue  um 
dos  mais  importantes  característicos  do  trabalho  da  associação  pode 
ser  conveniente  illustrar  seus  propósitos  mais  completamente 
mostrando  o  t^ue  se  propõe  eíiectuar  com  o  estabelecimento  <Je 
Caracas. 

1.  l  ornecerá  uma  exposição  permanent*'  de  amostras  .sob  con- 
dições que  prenderão  a  attençào  cuidadosa  dos  que  quizerem 
comprar. 

2.  Servirá  como  escríptorio  para  os  representantes  dos  que 
exhibem,  que  querem  visitar  Venezuela  com  o  fim  de  vender 
mercadorias  ou  investigar  o  mercado.  A  taes  representantes  as 
facilidades  do  armazém  ofFerecerão  assistência  inestimável  sob  a 
forma  de  intormaçáo  e  conselho  relativos  a  negocios. 

3.  (  )  armazém  pode  s(T\  ir  como  um  deposito  alíaniit-gatU)  para 
a  armazenagem  por  preço  moderado  de  mercadorias  destinadas  a 
ser  vendidas  em  \  enezuela. 

4.  O  armazém  pode  servir  de  agente  para  receber  os  géneros 
altandegados  para  remettel-os  a  outra  parte,  encarregando-se  da 
entrada,  pagamento  dos  fretes,  direitos,  etc. 

5.  Para  industriar  mercadores  para  serviço  em  Venezuela  ou  em 
outras  republicas  sul*americanas,  o  armazém  será  uma  boa  escola 
porque  fornecerá  opportunidades  excepcionaes  para  o  estudo  das 
condições  commerciaes  e  dos  metliodos  de  negocio  na  America 
do  Sul. 

6.  Na  collecçào  de  iníòrmaçào  valiosa  áquell<  s  <juc  desejam 
^zer  negocios  em  Venezuela,  o  armazém  poderá  prestar  serviço 
importante.  Entrará  na  jurisdicçào  da  administração  do  armazém 
recolher  dados  completos  e  exactos  sobre  todos  os  assumptos  con« 
cementes  aos  interesses  commerciaes  americanos. 

7.  Amostras  de  mercadorias  vendidas  em  Venezuela,  catologos, 
listas  de  preços,  etc.,  serão  recolhidos  para  o  uso  da  administração 
do  arma/em  e  dos  agentes  commerciaes  que  representam  os  que 
exhilxiii. 

8.  Informação  relativa  ás  novas  emprezas  e  o|)portunidades  de 
negocio  será  cuidadosamente  obtida  e  communicada  promptamente 
aos  interessados  que  merecem  tal  serviço  por  causa  de  serem  membros 
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da  AsMK  i.u.fio  Nai  it)nul  tie  Manulãctureiroà  ou  de  serem  partici- 
pantes na  cxliibiij'ào. 

A  visita  dt  unia  commissào  de  manufactureiros  americanos 
para  a  America  do  Sul  o  venlo  passado,  que  attrahiu  muita  atten- 
çao  em  todo  o  mundo  commercial,  íbi  projectada  e  levada  ao  ñm 
peta  Associação  Nacional  de  Manutâctureiros.  Durante  um  pas- 
seio de  tres  mezes  no  Brazil,  na  Republica  Argentina  e  Uruguay, 
t.ssa  cc)nimiss:lo  recolheu  muita  intomiacao  valiosa  a  respeito  das 
po>»ihi!iiiailes  cl;i  c  xr(  nsiio  do  c oinnieri  io  dos  listados  Uni(k)>  com 
♦  -ti  -  [>.ii/<  .-.  <  >  r(  hitorio  dt  -sa  <  omî"ni'i'^ào  forma  lun  paniplih  to 
volumoso,  que  e  considerado  geralmente  como  um  lios  mais  intelli- 
gentes e  completos  tratados  sobre  o  commercio  sul-americano  que 
jamais  tbi  publicado.  Esse  commctti mento  foi  observado  com  o 
maior  interesse  e  todos  os  seus  característicos  íbram  cuidadosamente 
notados  nos  circuios  commerciaes  estrangeiros.  Os  cônsules 
estrangeiros  nos  Estados  Unidos  remettcram  a  seus  respectivos 
governos,  relatórios  especiaes  sobre  este  assumpto  e  os  periódicos  e 
jornaes  commerciaes  da  Inglaterra  e  do  continente  o  di-^cut iram 
extensamente  .-omo  iíu  idente  muito  significativo  do  mov  imcruo 
para  a  extensão  do  commercio  estrangeiro  dos  Estados  U nidos. 

Ao  mesmo  tempo  que  os  trabalhos  dessa  commissào  têm  sido 
de  muito  proveito  ás  relações  commerciaes  dos  Estados  L  nidos 
com  os  paizes  sul-americanos  e  têm  tomado  a  Associação  muito 
conhecida  no  exterior  como*  no  interior,  também  serviram  para 
impressionar  as  nações  estrangeiras  com  as  serias  intenções  dos 
manufiictureiros  dos  Estados  Unidos  nos  seus  esforços  para  o 
augmento  do  seu  commercio  externo. 

()  (  x<mplo  estabelecido  pela  Associação  Nacional  de  Manu- 
factureiro->  eni  levar  a  um  exitu  tào  notável  essa  viagem  commer- 
cial na  America  do  Sul  foi  logo  seguido  pela  Inglaterra,  I* rança 
e  AUemanha  em  mandar  expedições  semelhantes  de  commcrciantes 
para  a  China. 

Um  dos  mais  interessantes  documentos  publicados  pela  Asso- 
ciação é  um  relatório  copioso  sobre  o  commercio  e  as  industrias 
do  Japào  (^ue  contem  os  resultados  de  investigações  extensas  neste 
paiz,  feitas  por  Robert  P.  Porter,  ex-superintendente  do  undécimo 

recenseamento  dos  Estados  Unidos  e  estatístico  muito  conhecido. 
Este  relatório  inclue  todas  as  industrias  importantes  do  japào  e 
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trata  muito  extensamente  dos  que  th/t  m  concurrencia  com  os 
Estados  Unidos,  e  assim  torna-se  util  muita  informação  interessante 
e  valiosa  que  até  agora  não  foi  accessivel  a  estudantes  ou  homens  de 
negocio. 

As  investigações  que  o  Sr.  Porter  fez  a  favor  da  Associação 

nño  sómente  dissipai.uu  íIIuhk-s  desastre  imminente  para  os 
nianutartur«  ir(»  :im<TÍcano.s  por  meio  da  coik  urrctu  ia  das  inilus- 
rria>  tio  japào  que  se  estào  rapidamente  desenvolvendo,  mas 
também  mostraram  que  o  imperio  do  Mikado  possue  grandes  pos- 
sibilidades como  mercado  de  muitas  classes  de  productos  ameri- 
canos particularmente  de  machinas  e  mercadorias  manufacturadas. 

Julgando  que  a  maior  efficíencia  do  serviço  consular  dos  Esta- 
dos Unidos  pode  ser  obtida  somente  com  a  escolha  de  homens 
competentes  dando-se-lhes  permanencia  do  serviço,  a  Associação 
Nacional  tie  Manufactureiros  empregou  seus  esforços  para  a  obten- 
ção deste  tim.  Muitos  consulados  tbram  cuidadosa  e  impan  ial- 
mente  invt  vti<:::Rlos  e  recomnu  ndaròes  especiais  concernentes  a 
elles  toram  renu  tridas  ao  Presidente  e  ao  Secretario  ci(  1  -stado. 

Tm  caracter  distinctivo  dos  trabalhos  da  Associação  Nacional 
de  Manuiàctureiros  c  o  grande  numero  de  publicações  que  s;\o  de 
interresse  c  valor  para  manufactureiros.  As  circulares  de  Infor- 
mação publicadas  pela  Repartição  de  Publicidade  de  Associação 
têm  prestado  serviço  valioso  em  promover  os  interesses  da  Asso- 
ciação. As  circulares  são  na  forma  de  pamphletos  variando  em 
tamaJilu)  de  um  só  tolha  até  os  volumes  de  164  pagina.%  e  ^.ío 
distribuidas  gratuirain«  nte  entre  os  manutactureit)s  dos  Estados 
Unidos  e  a  muitas  casas  commerciaes  no  estrangeiro. 

A  mais  importante  publicação  cmprehendida  pela  Associação 
c  a  "Guia  de  Compradores"  composta  dos  membros,  arranjada  e 
classificada  de  modo  que  mostram  os  negocios  de  todos  junto  com 
a  informação  mais  desejada  pelo  commerctante  estrangeiro  que 
quizer  comprar  mercadorias  americanas.  Este  livro  actualmente 
está  em  preparação  para  breve  ser  publicado,  e  uma  grande  edição 
será  distribuida  entre  os  commerciantes  dos  paizes  inglezes.  lùii- 
çòes  subs(  (|U(  nt(  s  nas  outras  linguaa  cstào  projectadas.  A  Asso- 
ciação também  pul^lica  sóme-nte  para  seus  membros,  boletins 
confidenciaes.  que  tornecem  informações  a  respeito  das  necessidades 
dos  estrangeiros  que  querem  comprar  mercadorias  americanas. 
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Os  escriptorios  da  Associação  Nacional  de  Manuiãctiireiros  são 
situados  ao  Ko.  1751  North  Fourth  street,  aonde  os  trabalhos 
são  feitos  sob  a  inspecção  immediata  do  presidente.  Os  varios 
ramos  do  trabalho  que  se  estendem  a  muitos  paizes  estrangeiros 
remotos^  todos  unem-se  neste  ponto,  e  este  escriptorio  está  em 
communicaçào  com  um  grande  numero  de  correspondentes  e 
agentes  assalariados  nos  centros  municipafs  do  mundo.  Não 
obstante  a  Associacilo  ter  somente  dous  c  meio  annos,  o  seu 
numero  comprehcrulc  (|ua^i  1.000  dos  nianuíactureiros  mais  impor- 
tantes e  mais  conlu  i  idos  nos  I- -lados  Unidos,  e  sua  influencia 
tem  sido  bem  manifestada  em  muitas  partes  do  mundo. 

Para  indicar  o  interesse  com  que  os  trabalhos  da  Associação 
tem  sido  estimados  no  estrangeiro»  este  commentario  recente  do 
British  Trade  Joumal  "  c  significativo. 
Seria  conveniente  si  uma  associação  semelhante  á  dos  Estados 
Unidos  existisse  neste  paiz.  Actualmente  nossos  interesses  man* 
u^cturciros  estão  desorganizados.  E  facto  que  ha  associações  nas 
varias  industrias,  ina>  iiào  ha  uma  associação  central  de  nianutac- 
tureiros.  A  única  junta  tjuc  corresponde  á  Associação  americana 
c  a  Camara  Associada  de  Connnercio,  mas  nessa  associação  os 
interesses  dos  manutactureiros  sào  submerp^idos  pela  classe  mer- 
cantil, cujas  opiniões  sobre  muitas  questões  importantes  são  dia* 
metralmente  oppostas  ao  manuÊictureiro.  Por  conseguinte,  os 
manu&ctureiros  britannicos  em  geral  são  simplesmente  annulla- 
dos  pela  Camara  de  Commercio  e  a  grande  junta  de  manuÊic* 
tureiros  cujos  interesses  em  todo  o  paiz  são  muito  mais  importantes 
do  que  os  dos  conuiiert  iant<^,  <  praticamente  ignorada." 

1'cilidos  das  puhiicaròt  >  da  .\i>ociaçào  e  de  intormaçòcs  subre 
assumptos  comrnerciai  N  quer  sejam  especiaes,  quer  geraes  no  seu 
caracter,  recebidos  de  qualquer  parte  do  mundo,  serão  attendidos 
logo  que  for  possível  e  sem  remuneração. 
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O  COMMERCIO  SOBRE  BASES  IGUAES  E  EQUI- 
TATIVAS. 

Dtss€-se  que  o  commercio  tern  civilisado  o  mundo  e  que  a 
naçà»  c|ue  domine  as  Ibrças  de  commercio,  poderá  dominar  o 
mundo  inteiro. 

lia  no  coninicrciü  dous  ^raiules  elenicnroá,  a  sabrr,  o  ii  iñco  e 
o  tran-^purte;  o  primeiro  r  activo  e  o  sttguiuio  passivo.  I'm  com- 
mercio activo  deve  s(  r  triro  por  mcio  de  nossa  propria  marinha 
mercante  e  náo  da  marinha  estrangeira.  O  commercio,  quer  seja 
livre,  quer  taxado,  deve  ser  sempre  feito  sobre  bases  iguaes  c 
equitativas.  Entre  as  máximas  prescritas  por  Benjamin  Franklin 
encontramos  a  seguinte  : 

**0  commercio  equitativo  é  aquelle  em  c^ue  os  valores  iguaes 
são  trocados  por  outros  iguaes,  incluindo-se  as  despezas  de  trans^ 
porte.  Por  exemplo,  si  para  produzir  uma  fanga  de  trigo,  A  na 
Inglaterra  r( m  cl(  empregar  o  mesmo  trabalho  e  dinheiro  que  B 
tem  dc  nnprcgarna  França,  para  produzir  (juatro  fx^i'^^f  '^dí  \  inho. 
por  conseguinte,  quatro  galões  de  vinho  etpiivalcm  exactamente 
a  uma  tanga  de  trigo,  e  A  e  B  devem  ir  a  encontrar-sc  para  trocar 
seus  productos.  A  vantagem  de  um  commercio  equitativo  c,  que 
cada  indivíduo  augmenta  o  numero  de  suas  commodidades,  pois, 
em  lugar  de  ter  só  trigo  ou  sò  vinho,  tem  vinho  e  trigo. 

Mas  si  A  na  Inglaterra  tem  um  navio,  e  B  na  França  não  o 
tem,  deve-se  então,  hzçT  a  transacção  na  França,  e  o  navio  ínglez 
deve  levar  os  productos  de  um  para  outro  paiz,  assim  creando-se 
um  saldo  adverso  pago  em  ilinh(  iro  dv  contado.  Ainda  (jue  tal 
trafico  seja  livre,  é  desigual,  e  simplesmente  porque  uma  parte 
pode  iazer  o  que  a  outra  nàu  pode.  A  íalta  dc  marinha  mercante 
n'um  paiz  contribue  para  abaixar  os  preços  dos  seus  productos;  em 
quanto  a  possessão  de  navios  mercantes  contribue  para  augmentar- 
lhes  os  preços.  Possuindo  uma  marinha  mercante  podem-se  domi- 
nar os  mercados,  mas  carecendo  delia,  vive-se  n'um  estado  de 
dependencia  que  custa  caro. 

As  republicas  americanas,  incluindo-se  ou  não  os  Estados 
Unidos,  nào  lèm  sufficiente  marinha  lucrcaiuc,  e  muitas  carecem 
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de  navios  destinados  a  extensas  viagens.  A  seguinte  tabella 
copiada  do'' Répertoire  Gênerai  du  Bureau  Veritas,"  para  1896-97, 
mostra  o  numero  e  a  tonelagem  bruta  e  liquida  de  navios  de 
mais  de  100  toneladas  liquidas,  e  o  numero  e  a  tonelagem  liquida 
de  navios  de  mais  de  50  toneladas  liquidas  pertencentes  a  estas 
republicas: 

Marinha  mercante  das  Republicas  Americanas* 


Estados  Unidos . . , 

. ,  

Chile  

Republica  Ai^etitina 

V\  iiu'ii.iv  

Pt  iu . .  ;  

Nicaragua  

Venezuela  ........ 

i  I.nti  .    .  , 

Culunil/ia  

Costa  H  I'M  , 

{■"ar.»!.'!!:»)'  

I  fuiutur.i.'^  

Guatemala  

Bolívia  

S.i!v:Ml<.r  , 

Etjuadi  1: .  


Nuvios  tU'  S'i  I'liu'lad.is 


Nu- 
m«ru. 


'Vi  meladas 
bruUtü. 


'!'<iii(-la<la> 


477 

761.  707 

529. 716 

SS,  i)<)S 

t 

45.  Jiíi 

61 

43.  317 

38.  116 

ig 

<>•  41? 

6 

0,  -M  l 

12 

4.  '><)() 

2,  Î  I  7 

2 

5 

«,033 

1,008 

4 

I,  4d8 

I 

8S1 

457 

3 

5«8 

240 

2 

489 

I 

3$2 

2yz 

Nu- 


.1 


Total  

Tutal  do  mundo. , 


S81 
320 
142 

íÍ4 
51 

?4 
5  I 
20 
16 
'7 
7 
2 


2 

r6 
3 
4 
I 


Total. 


Xi,       i7,uou,  >í/j  lu,  761,0.' 
'1  'I 


.Vil- 

tiicro. 

Toneladas. 

I.  358.  467 

4,  358 

2.  Î20,  174 

iM'.»,  '5::4 

73. 102 

17Ó 

110,403 

38. 071 

31$ 

«t.  388 

12,  41. ) 

70 

21,  >  u 

60 

zS,  (>.it> 

<). 

^■^ 

13.  '^O 

10,  453 
2.  8t6 

22 

i2,6il 
4.  849 

21 

4.  -'1  - 

'.M 

5  ■  7'  ' 

a,  051 

551 

4 

1,079 

1,2:- 

I 

I,  74'' 
j  ^  3 

I'.)  ) 

4.  35 1 

4»  351 

2.  214 

2.214 

I,  1'»') 

4 

I 

)  .  (»l  7.  ?2S 

''34.  -^>2 

4.  "4- 

2y,  34.-^      135,  ¿(JU4U,  ¿U3^26,  156 


A  ton(  lagcin  total  a  que  se  refere  a  tabella  anterior  conipre- 
hende  canto  a  dos  navios  que  navegam  em  alto  mar,  como  a  dos 
que  somente  se  empregam  na  cabotagem.  O  tra6co  costeiro 
emprega  a  major  tonelagem.  Por  exemplo,  em  1 896,  a  tonelagem 
dos  Estados  Unidos  no  trañco  estrangeiro  foi  somente  de  829,833 
toneladas,  ou  39  por  cento  do  total. 

Do  total  da  tonelagem  das  republicas,  os  Estados  Unidos  têm 
quasi  tres  quartos:  da  tonelagem  do  mundo,  as  Republicas  ameri- 
canas t«'m  quasi  um  (1(  cimo,  e  ixs  K.stados  Unidos  tem  um  duo- 
decimo, trar  in(i(>->e  de  navios  de  alto  mar. 

A  tonelagem  média  do  tratico  exterior  dos  Estados  Unidos 
durante  os  cinco  annos  tie  1892-1896,  mostrando  cspcciíicada- 
mente  a  participação  das  Ref)uhlicas  americanas  e  em  bruto  a  de 
todas  as  outras  nacionalidades,  achar-se-ha  na  tabella  seguinte: 
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Tonelagem  que  entrou  e  sakiu  no  trajtto  exterior  dos  Estados  Unidos* 


Mime». 

Entradas. 

1 

1 

Sabidas. 

Com  cargit. 

t.m  UsUo. 

hill  ia-itro.  1 

i  oui. 

ToHrfatfas. 

Toiteíetías. 

1 

Tanríadas, 

Mexico  

-  4  ;  " 

t>ao, 

3.219 

I5> 

Haiti  . 

Honduras  

Nicaragua.  

!v<  ;>ubljca  Arigen- 
tin.u . .......... 



<  'h-.k-  

<  nidinljiii  

i j|uador  ......... 

Peru  

Uruguay  

V«n«auela  


625 

55' 

33. 

I 

1,  380 

1,037, 
136 


55' 
6.  768, 


942 

<)><)■ 

10,  833, 


190 

34 


708 
in! 

40,  238' 

1 , 070 
I,  8S$i 
11,091 

259 
1,037' 

335  • 


497 


3<>  55' 
20,932'  19.436 


I,  o¿o . 
2.44i| 
10.  734I 

33i^¡- 
l.t>37i 

400I, 


I 

■•27' 
760 


4»)7 

4",  .V  1 

1,  Ü20 
4,468 

11,535 
23S 
1.037 


34 


•I 


400 

I  5 1 


37.9'2'      22,311       50.775       40. 234I     21, 344  f»i,623 


LftUdos  Unidos. ...  i  3, 556, 99g  r,  073, 49  \\  4. 630. 494  3.  594, 154.1.  roS,  497,  4. 702. 651 

R  f  p  11  1)  I  i  u  .i  s 

Anu  rn  niuii.   JtSW.'í'í  i.-xjS.^fS  4.  txp,  200  3,  <>34,  jas  I,  129,  ¡3411  4.  7t;4,  274 

NaçOesestranm  iras  ir.  679.  îo6  3.  803.  977  t?.  485.  531  14.029,  317't.  678.  173  iç,  707,  446 


'1  lUal  .... 


15.  274,       4.  -  - 


'I  I 


.A  maior  parte  desce  tra6co  toi  levada  em  vapores  estrangeiros 
principalmente  europeos.  Dos  navios  que  trouxeram  cargas» 
7646  por  cento  eram  estrangeiros,  e  23.45  por  cento  eram  ameri- 
canos. Dos  navios  que  levaram  cargas  para  o  exterior,  79-  36  por 
cento  eram  estrangeiros  e  20.64  por  cento  americanos. 

A  proporção  da  tonelagem  de  toda  classe,  dos  navios  no  trañco 
niostra-sc  na.s  duas  tabtlla.^  j^cguintes; 

Trajko  exterior  dos  Estados  Unidos.    Proftorção  média  da  tone/agem  dos 
navios  de  ida  e  vo/ta  durante  anco  annos. 


ENTRADAS. 


Kacionalidade  dos  navios. 


Estados  I' nidos  

Repul>ljcas  .\  inert  cana!»,  incÍuindo-se  os  Estados  Unidos  . 
Kcpuhlic.is  .Americanas,  «xcluíndo^se  0$  Estados  Unidos. 
Outras  nações  


Con»  car- 
ga. 


tînt  las' 
tro. 


r\»  .  filio.  fl>t  cento. 


?'».  Ht  ! 


23  19 

-í).  64  '     23.  36 


I 


75.42 


33  -3 
24.5^ 


Toialidade  I   75.  71  |  24.29 
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Trafico  exttrior  dos  Estados  Unidos^  etc* — Continued. 

SAHIDAS. 


ProjK>rç:\i  >  (le  lone- 
lagem  que  sahiti. 


Naeioiialidade  doa  mvioR. 


Estados  I  ■  nidos  , 

Republicas  Americanas,  incluindo-se  os  Estados  Unidos  , 
Repub  icas  Americanas,  excluindo-se  os  Estafios  Unidos , 
Outras  nações  


Tot  Udade  I  86.03 


Com 
carga. 

Km 
lastro. 

Pacentó. 

76.43 
76.  28 
65 . 30 

09.95 

23-  57 
23.  72 

34.70 
10.  OS 

86.03 

13.97 

O  valor  total  das  exportações  dos  Estados  Unidos  durante  o 
exercício  de  1896,  fot  de  $882,606,938.  Desta  quantidade 
$6^,037,977,  7*37  P***"  ccnto  do  total,  íbi  para  as  Republicas 
americanas. 

O  valor  total  das  importações  para  o  mesmo  anno  íbi  de 
$779,724,674,  de  que  $137,425,888,  ou  17.62  por  ccnto  veiu 
das  Republicas  americanas. 

Os  dados  relativos  a  este  trafico  e  a  participação  dos  vapores 
anuricanos  ncllc,  mostram-.se  na  t.abella  seguinte: 

f^  a/i'i  iio  ti  ü¡/co  i-xtt'nor  àcs  LstaJos  i  niJos  <  o/fi  ,is  <u¡tt  tts  ¡{¿Inihliiüs  .-i/neri- 
cdfhis,  <■  a  poK  r'ntiiiU'.in  Jr*  caí gti  Uvada  em  vapora  americanos  durantt  o 
exercuo Jtndo  a  jo  d¿  Junho  d¿  iSç6, 


Haili  

Santd  Domingo 
Mexico. 

Cfuaicmcia.  

Oosf 3  Rica ....«.*.... 

Salvador  

N  icaraguu  

Honduras  

Riazii  

Ri'publica  Argentina  . 
Venezuela 

Colombia.  

Chile  

Uruguay  Z-. 

Peru  

Equador.  ;. . . 

Bolivia  ,\  .  . 

Paraguay  


Kx  porta  çào. 


4,  423.  502 
r,  of)4.  1 16 
S.Su.472 

3.  I5í>.c>59 
1. 19S.  6l3 
I,  ÍK>S,  573 
1,269.015 
610,  62  f 
14.  23S.  1S7 

5,  (»7<í.  046 
3.  ^  746 
3,  3*2,  jêa 
3.431.  80B 

l.  4S1.  2íX) 
999.  381 
6S9, 416 
21.  (IO7 


ror 
cento. 


Importação. 


1'or 
cento. 


ToWl. 


I 


25.  go 

90.  ÏI  ¡ 
os.  OÜ 
&o.  34 
14.  51 

90.  06 

50.  32 

7a  SO  I 

I5<)«J 
10.97 

85. 

;  44- í» 

I  "  73 

I?.  .30 
I  4<í-72 
82. 13 

5.70 


1,  697,  61 S 

2,  895.  <.)69 
13,  'ò^h.  34S 

2,  o?o,  027 

3.  í'35-  '^7 
I,  166,  970 
I,  26-S,  922 

7-6.644 
71.  ofx).  046 

9.313.3-^5 
649,  91 1 

4, 970, 092 

4.709,017 

3,  242,  42S 

712,  696 

763.643 


23- í»? 
7S.  06 
46.  f)7 
54. 27  I 

f>o.  34 
20. 90  . 
I  62.63  I 

■    3-71  I 
40.  91 
92.  62 

i  it.  50  ' 

I  «o.  43  I 

46.  66 

43-  í2 
91.87 


EMtart. 

C,  121.  120 
3.  959.  1S5 
22,  697,  320 

5, 238. 0S6 

5.033.  7«W 
2.  775.  543 
2,  537.937  1 
I.3ÍÍ7.265  I 

85.  3  r 213  ' 
15, 292. 431 
13.488,657  I 
4S,  352.  fiSo  I 

8,  140,  82  5  I 

4. 723. 62S 
1,712,077 
1.453.059 

21,  907 


Tor 
cento. 


25.  26 
Si.  30 
50.49 

dl.  90 
to.  30 

90. 19 

35.  5í» 
66.08 

5-  74 

20.  2 1 

()<>,  5,1 

27.  «'7 
16.  76 

36.  85 
45-  22 

87.24 

e.  70 


Totalidade  56, 236, 249    40. 32  132,020,003    24.79  1^8,254,252.  2^.89 


Nota. — O  valor  das  exportações  para  ««t«  pau  refere^se  somente  ao  commerdo  por 
mar. 
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Ao  examinar  a  tabella  anterior  notam-se  varios  ikctos  impor* 
tantes. 

Primeiro.  No  trafico  maior  que  têm  os  Estados  Unidos— que  é 
o  do  Brazil — cmprega-se  o  menor  numero  de  navios  americanos. 

O  (  ommercio  com  Venezuela  emprega  o  maior  numero  de  navios 
americanos  c  nào  obstante  ser  aciverso  qiianio  ao  trafico,  é  muito 
favorável  (juanto  ao  tran>port('.  Calrnlaniio  cm  10  })or  cento  o 
volume  deste  trafico,  o  transporte  montará  á  somma  de  $1,348,- 
865,  de  que  a  parte  americana — 90.5  por  cento — é  de  $i,220,- 
723,  o  que  deve-se  deduzir  do  saldo  adverso  de  commercio.  No 
caso  do  Brazil,  porém,  a  quantidade  de  carga  que  vai  em  navios 
americanos  é  tão  pequena — 5.74  por  cento — que  faz  diminuir 
pouco  o  saldo  adverso  que  resulta  das  exportações.  Calculando 
em  1 2  por  cento  o  valor  dos  tran^ortes,  a  diminuição  seria  somente 
de  $587.672  em  $56,801.859,  ou  quasi  um  por  cento.  A  necessi- 
dade de  navios  americanos  no  trafico  com  o  Brazil  torna-sc  assim 
clara  e  {)ositiva. 

Segundo.  Calculando  era  $188,254,252,  ou  10  por  cento,  o 
valor  médio  dos  transportes  para  todo  o  commercio,  achamos  que 
a  quantia  paga  pelo  uso  dos  navios  é  de  $18^825425.  A  parte 
americana  desta  somma,  calculada  em  28.89  P^^  cento,  é  de 
$5,438,665.  que  é,  provavelmente,  a  terça  parte  do  que  poderia 
ser  si  na  politica  nacional  se  désse  tanta  importancia  á  questão  dos 
transportes  como  á  do  commerrio. 

Terceiro.  Como  exemplo  do  que  nc  deveria  alcançar  no  com- 
mercio com  as  Republicas  americanas,  devemos  olhar  para  o 
estado  tio  trafico  e  dos  transportes  com  os  seguintes  paizes  :  Santo 
Domingo,  Mexico,  Guatemala,  Salvador,  Honduras.  Venezuela 
e  Equador.  Mais  do  que  a  metade  do  commercio  com  estes 
paizes  efTectuou^se  por  meio  de  navios  americanos  durante  o  anno 
de  1896.  A  média  foi  de  72.3  por  cento.  As  exportações  mon- 
taram a  $19,781,003,  e  as  importações  a  $31,218,612,  sendo  o 
commercio  adverso  por  $1 1,437,609  e  o  transporte  favorável  por 
$3,68 5^)99  (calculando-se  o  valor  médio  em  10  por  cento).  A 
reductjào  effectuada  toi  de  32.24  por  cento,  deixando  um  saldo 
adverso  de  $7,751,910.  Podemos  accrescentar,  si  todo  o  trafico 
tivesse  sido  feito  por  meio  de  navios  americanos,  seria  um  saldo 
adverso  de  $6,343,799. 
Ball.  No.  2  9 
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Quarto.  No  trafico  total,  segundo  se  vé  pí^la  tabella  marcada 
na  letra  D,o  saldo  adverso  é  muito  grande  sendo  de  $75,801,754. 
Ë  ^to,  que  si  todos  os  transportes  tivessem  sido  feitos  em  navios 
americanos,  á  razío  média  de  10  por  cento,  o  que  daria  a  somma 
de  $18,825,425,  e  si  essa  somma  íbsse  accrescentada  á  quantia 
total  exportada  dos  Estados  Unidos,  ver-se-hia  a  necessidade  de 
augmentar  o  numero  dos  navios  mercuiut 

A  parre  (pn-  i  ad;i  Republica  Americana  tomou  no  transporte 
do  scu  pro[)rio  commercio  com  os  Estados  l'nidos  íoi  muito 
pequena.  Somente  cinco  paizes  empregaram  seus  próprios  navios 
no  transporte  do  seu  commercio  durante  o  anno  de  1896,  a  saber: 


I 

Paixea.  ^  Bntnda».  Sahidu. 


Toiífladai.  Tíinrladai. 

Chile  ¡    IO,  6n)         8.  330 

Brazil  ,  3.460  2,626 


Haiti 
Mexico 


1)25  689 
334  534 


Nicaragua   '         45  45 


£ncontra-se  a  bandeira  ingle/a  no  trafico  de  cada  uma  das 
Republicas  com  os  Estados  Unidos,  e  predomina  no  Jtrafíco 
de  muitas  delias.  As  bandeiras  americanas,  nomenses,  allemãs, 
hollandezas,  e  italianas  seguem  na  ordem  em  que  est&o  men- 
cionadas. No  trafico  com  a  Republica  Ar¿2:entina  figuram  doze 
bandeiras  ruroptas:  no  do  Brazil  13,  alrni  de  3  amtri  aiuis. 
No  trafico  dos  Estados  Unidos  com  a  Republica  Ar<j:fntina  e 
com  .  o  Brazil,  nota-se  que  ha  um  saldo  de  $60,136,198,  a  íavor 
daquelles  paizes;  mas  o  saldo  de  commercio  seria  20  por  cento 
menos,  si  os  navios  mercantes  dos  £stados  l' nidos  tivessem  sido 
empregados.  Um  commercio  equitativo  dá  occupação  igual  a 
navios  dos  países  que  trocam  seus  productos.  Mas  um  paiz  que 
tem  de  encontrar  um  saldo  adverso  no  seu  commercio  com  outro 
paiz,  tem  o  direito  de  igualal-o  por  um  excesso  de  transportes. 
Os  paizes  que  não  tomam  parte  no  trafico  de  outro,  não  tem  o 
direito  de  approx  t  itar-se  dos  transportes.  Estes  são  os  principios 
de  um  commercio  ecpiitativo,  no  qual  valores  iguaes  sào  trocados 
por  outros  iguaes,  inciuindo-se  os  custos  de  transporte. 

Tinham  sua  melhor  applicaçào  na  lei  de  navegação  franceza, 
que  foi  abolida  por  Louis  Napoleon  em  i860.    Essa  lei  estipulou 
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que  as  mercaaorias  e  os  productos  devem  ser  importados  directa- 
mente dos  paizes  estrangeiros  nos  navios  francezes,  ou  nos  navios 

pertencentes  aos  paizes  que  produzem  esses  productos  ou  merca- 
dorias. Mas  os  productos  que  estes  paizes  enviassem  nos  seus 
próprios  navios,  pagariam  o  mesmo  (jue  os  levados  nos  navios  de 
outras  na<;òes,  a  saber:  l  m  dirt  iro  divert  ncial  de  lo  por  cento 
mais  que  os  productos  importados  cm  navios  írancezes.  Depois 
da  guerra  napoleónica,  essa  lei  serviu  de  base  á  construcção  da 
marinha  mercante  da  França.  £mquanto  ñcou  vigente,  nâo  houve 
necessidade  de  um  systema  de  gratificação  para  a  protecção  de 
navios.  Quando  foi  abrogada  logo  se  viu  que  algum  expediente 
devia  substituil-a,  si  a  marinha  mercante  franceza  tivesse  de  con- 
tinuar a  occupar  nos  mares,  o  lugar  que  tinha  occupado.  Assim 
a  l'  rancu  jnissou  de  protecção  vantajosa  a  outra  desvantajo-,  ainda 
que  qualíjuer  systema  seja  melhor  tio  q\ie  não  tomar  parte  no 
transporte  do  seu  comiiiercio  com  os  paizes  estrangeiros. 


BOLIVIA. 

CONCESSÃO  DE  UMA  ESTRADA  DE  FERRO. 

O  encarregado  de  negocios  da  Bélgica  em  Santiago,  Chile,  dá 
informação  de  que  o  Governo  da  Bolívia  deu  ao  Sr.  Domingo 
Costa,  concessão  de  uma  estrada  de  ferro  que,  principiando  em 
algum  porto  na  costa  do  Pacifico,  que  será  concedido  á  Bolivia  em 
\  irtude  de  um  tratado  recente  com  o  Chile-,  |)assan.  por  Oruro, 
e  terminará  em  Cochabamba.  Essa  estrada  de  ierro  deverá  ter  uma 
bitola  de  um  metro. 

As  condições  da  concessão  estipulam  que  a  construcção  da 
estrada  deverá  começar  tres  mezes  depois  da  approvação  dos 
planos,  que  devem  ser  submettidos  seis  mezes  depois  da  assig- 
natura  do  contrato;  setenta  e  cinco  kilómetros  deverão  ser  con- 
struidos e  abertos  ao  trafico  cada  anno. 

O  Governo  garante  um  juro  de  6  por  cento  do  capital,  pago 
com  50  por  cento  tia  renda  do  porto  acima  mencionado. 
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COMPANHIA  DE  h5  i  RADAS  DE  FERRO  DA  BOLIVIA  ORIENTAL. 

O.  Sr.  C.  de  Coütouly,  encarregado  de  negocios  fiancez,  n*unia 
carta  escrita  em  La  Paz,  em  data  de  15  de  abril  de  1897,  diz  que 
o  Governo  da  Bolivia  acaba  de  iázer  ao  Sr.  Swan%  cidadão  dos 

Estallos  Unidos  conctssào  de  uinu  estrada  de  térro  que,  princi* 
piando  em  algum  ponto  da  margem  direita  du  rio  Paraguay  que 
será  determinado,  terminará  cm  Santa  Cniz  de  la  Sierra,  capital 
do  districto  desse  nome.  \  ào-se  estc  iuler  ramaes  da  linha  na 
direcção  de  Beni,  .\cre,  e  Madre  de  Dios.  O  syndicato  conces- 
sionário é  a  American  Development  Company;  a  companhia 
constructora  será  organizada  sob  o  titulo  da  Bolivian  Oriental 
Railway  Company. 

A  companhia  recebe  do  Governo  uma  garantia  de  6  por  cento 
de  juro  durante  vinte  annos.»  com  a  hypotheca  sobre  a  renda  aduan- 
eira  presente  e  futura  das  regiões  de  Faragua)  c  do  districto  de 
Beni;  e  uma  concessão  dv  8.000  legua-^  (juadradas  de  terras  devo- 
lutas, das  quaes  3,000  sào  no  Chaco,  3,000  na  Bolivia  ao  nordeste, 
e  2,000  nos  districtos  de  Beni  e  Santa  Cruz;  e  a  isenção  de  todos 
os  direitos  de  importação  sobre  os  materiaes  necessários  para  a 
obra. 

O  syndicato  deve  depositar  uma  garantia  de  ^0,000  bolivianos 
dentro  do  prazo  de  doze  mezes  a  contar  do  primeiro  de  Fevereiro. 


COLOMBIA. 

MONOPOLIO  DA  FABRICAç;ÃO  E  \  ENDA  DE  PHOSPHOROS. 

O  Sr.  J.\roH  Sleeper,  Consul  Gt  ral  (ios  Estados  Uniilos  em 
Bogot;i.  Colombia,  n*um  otHcio  dirigitlo  ao  Ministerio  de  listado 
cm  data  do  primeiro  de  junho  de  1897.  inclue  uma  copia  do 
Dùin'o  Oficial^  que  contem  a  base  de  um  contrato  para  o  monopolio 
de  phosphoros  nesta  Republica,  de  que  extrahimos  as  seguintes: 

1.  O  monopolio  da  fabricação  e  venda  de  phosphoros  na  Co- 
lombia durante  um  periodo  de  vinte  e  cinco  annos. 

2.  O  estabelecimento  de  tabricas  em  certos  districtos  da  Re- 
publica. 
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3.  Uma  diminuirão  de  10  a  20  por  cento  sobre  os  actuaes 
preços. 

4.  O  pagamento  de  seis  centos  e  quarenta  mil  firancos  por  anno. 

5.  Um  pagamento  adiantado  de  oito  milhões  de  írancos  por 
conta  dos  pagamentos  annuaes. 

Esse  contrato  será  ofiferectdo  em  hasta  publica,  que  deve  ter 
lugar  quatro  mezes  a  partir  da  data  da  sua  publicação  na  Gazeta 
Official. 

COLOMBIAN  INDIA  RUBBER  hXFLORATION  COMPANY 

LIMITED. 

Essa  companhia  fot  recentmente  registrada  em  Londres. 
Diz^  que  o  stock  da  companhia  c  de  $  1,500,00o,  e  os  seus 
fins  como  declarados  nos  artigos  de  incorporação  ^o  os  seguintes  : 

Plantar  arvores,  fabricar  e  commerciar  em  borracha,  e  em  madeiras 
d<"  rt)nstriK-c;ài)  ;  adquirir  (1<  ijualcjucr  etxnpuiilu.i,  csratlo,  soberano, 
governo,  autoririade,  pessoa  ou  pessoas,  coneessòc»,  tloaçõcs.  opçòes, 
decretos,  poderes,  e  direitos  de  (pialcjin  r  natureza  ou  especie; 
tazer  a  industria  de  uma  companhia  de  mineração,  de  fundição  e 
de  metal lurgia  em  todos  os  seus  ramos;  adquirir  terras  e  tazendas 
e  trabalhar  e  fazer  render  as  mesmas  por  meio  de  limpas,  canaes, 
plantações,  e  construcçdes;  estabelecer  cidades  e  povoações  e  pro- 
mover immigração  para  ellas;  construir,  manter  e  operar  estradas 
de  ferro  e  tramvtas,  fios  telcgraphicos,  canaes,  reservatórios, 
estradas,  edificios,  niachinisnios  e  outros  trabalhos  de  qualquer 
natureza  e  descripçào. 

Diz-se  que  es^u  empreza  <•  o  resultado  uin  ajuste  celebrado 
no  dia  2  de  abril  de  1897,  entre  o  Colombian  Syndicate  Limited 
e  o  Sr.  Ü.  R.  Alena,  curador  da  nova  companhia. 


HONDURAS, 

CONDIÇÔF.S  ACRICOLAS. 
[Dos  Relatórios  CíMisularcs  dos  Kslados  L  iiidos.  junho  do  i>()7.] 

O  Sr.  R.  J.  Paçuin,  de  Red  Fork,  no  Territorio  Índio,  recebeu 
uma  carta  do  Presidente  de  Honduras  em  resposta  a  uma  per- 
gunta relativa  ás  possibilidades  da  cultura  de  caie  neste  paiz.  O 
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Sr.  Pa^)uin  deu  licença  para  publicar  a  carta,  cuja  traducçâo  é  a 

àtguinte: 

Estimado  Sr.:  Tenho  o  prazer  ár  rcfcrir-mc  A  <iia  carta  de  janeiro  ultimo. 
Posso  assegurar-vos,  sem  nicdo  de  cne  ituir-me  ou  de  c\at'trcr;ir,  que,  entre  os 
Esrado'í  da  America  Centra!,  Honduras  é  acuelle  cujas  terras  sao  mais  adaptadas 
á  cultura  de  caté,  estatuid  a>  melíiores  dessas  terras  nos  districtos  de  Capán, 
óania  Barbara,  V'oro,  Coricz  e  Olancho,  que  lém  a  vantagejn  de  ser  situadas 
pcrto  da  costa;  no  interior,  as  terras  mais  aproveitáveis  sao  situadas  nos  dis- 
trictos de  El  Paraíso,  La  Paz  e  Comayagua. 

Acho  prudente  lembrar- vos  que,  por  causa  do  territorio  extenso  de  Honduras 
e  da  »ua  população  espalhada,  é  muito  difficil  achar  trabalhadores  agrícolas. 
Essa  difficuldade,  pórem,  pode  ser  vencida  si  a  pessoa  que  vai  emprehender  tal 
negocio  trouxer  comsigo  ou  importar  trabalhadores  estrangeiros,  que  devem  ser 
liberalmente  proteidos  pela  lei  que  regula  os  trabalhos  agricolas. 

A  difficuldade  em  questão  podia  tambom  desapparccer  5Í  preferirdes  as  terras 
"íirii  lias  peno  das  cidades;  mas  essas  terras,  aicm  de  não  serem  tão  boas  como 
■t?  uuira",  inteli/.nieiue  pertencem  ás  cidades,  e  para  adquirir  50  man/anas  (a 
manzana  c  equivalente  á  loü  jardas  quadradas)  que  é  a  maxima  quantidade  que 
SC  pode  conceder  a  uma  pessoa,  seria  necessário  pagar  annualmente  a  quantia  de 
25  centavos  por  manzana  como  renda. 

Quanto  is  terras  pertencentes  i  nação,  podem  ser  adquiridas  gratuitamente, 
em  proporção  i  magnitude  do  negocio  que  se  vai  emprehender;  e  o  Governo 
não  oppor>se-ha  a  fazer  concessões  que  fâcilitariam  muito  o  extto  da  empreza. 

O  custo  de  fazendas  é  ordinariamente  $150  por  cada  mil  arvores,  e  a  pro- 
ducção  média  de  cada  arvore  é  z  libras  por  anno  a  contar  da  segunda  colheita. 

Honduras  é  notável,  entre  os  paizes  de  America  pela  abundancia  e  riqueza  de 
suas  minas  de  toda  classe,  e,  portanto,  posso  assegurar-vos  que,  qualquer 
empreza  dessa  cla'^se  que  se  estabelecer  í-ériamentc  e  for  bem  dirigida,  encontrará 
em  todo  o  terntniin  ja/idas  valiosas  que  poderiam  ser  expUiradas  com  exito. 
Com  ludo  US  districios  do  Estado  que  mai"^  promettem  a  este  respeito  são  Cholu- 
teca,  que  está  situado  na  costa  do  Paciííco  c  abunda  cm  ricas  minas  de  ouro; 
Olancho,  situado  perto  da  costa  do  norte,  no  qual  ha  terrenos  auriferos  c  rios 
que  fornecem  arèas  de  ouro  muito  valiosas  ;  e  os  de  Comayagua,  El  Parabo  t 
Tegucigalpa,  que  contêm  minas  de  prata  que  nunca  foram  exploradas. 

Para  adquirir  territorio  mineral,  deve-se  requerel-o  ao  Governo,  que  o  con- 
cederá, com  a  condição  de  que  não  affecte  os  direitos  previamente  adquiridos 
por  outra  pessoa  ou  companhia.  A  pessoa  que  recebe  a  concessão  fica  obrigada 
a  pagar  uma  taxa  annual  de  2^  centavos  para  cada  manzana  de  terra.  O  trans- 
porte geralmente  é  feito  á  costa  de  mulas,  e  em  alguns  districtos  por  meto  de 
carroças,  c  a  quantia  paga  por  ambos  estes  transportes  é  muito  baixa. 

Os  habitantes  dc  Honduras  são  generosos  e  hospitaleiros  para  com  estranpeiros, 
e  suas  leis  são  liberaes  c  fornecem  ampla  protecção  a  immigrantes  que  vem  ao 
paiz  pura  trabalhar. 

O  territorio  de  Honduras  c  atravessado  por  collinas  c  valles  e  o  seu  clima  é 
muito  variado.  Nas  costas  é  quente;  mas  no  interior  nos  planaltos  e  nos  valles, 
é  temperado,  delicioso  e  em  alguns  lugares  mesmo  frio.    Essa  variedade  do  clima 
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torna  o  paiz  próprio  para  a  cultura  de  quasi  todos  os  productos  agrícolas  de 
todas  as  zonas.  A  única  estrada  de  ferro  no  paiz  que  principia  em  Puerto 
Cortez,  na  costa  do  Atlántico,  tem  52  milhas  de  comprimento  e  termina  em  La 

Pimienta  atravessando  o  grande  e  fértil  valle  de  Kl  Sula  de  norte  a  sul. 

Julgo  prudente  cli/er  cjue,  antes  de  emprehender  um  negocio  cujo  evito  seja 
duvidoso,  seria  vantajoso  si  o  --enhnr,  ou  outra  pessoa  habilitada  que  nicrcrc  sua 
confianva,  vier  a  este  pai/  com  o  Hm  de  examinar  c  conhecer  primtir, miente  o 
que  tem  dc  esperar  quanto  ao  resultado  de  suas  cmprezas  agrícolas  ou  mineiras 
no  íuturo. 

*         Sou  com  respeito  seu  criado  fiei  e  obrigado, 

P.  Bonilla. 


NICARAGUA. 

O  MONOPOLIO  DE  TABACO  RESTABELECIDO. 

O  Governo  de  Nicaragua  promulgou,  no  dia  lo  de  maio  de 
1897,  um  decreto  restabelecendo  o  monopolio  de  tabaco,  que 

tinha  sido  abrogado.  Este  decreto  entrou  em  M¿;ur  desde  o 
priiiu  iro  tie  julho  de  1897. 

í^psdc  a  data  deste  decreto,  ninguém  ¡K)clrrá  cultivar  ou  im- 
portar tabaco  sem  a  autorisaçào  previa  tio  governo. 

O  Ministerio  da  Fazenda  designará  cada  anno  as  zonas  em 
que  deva-se  plantar  o  tabaco. 

O  imposto  sobre  o  tabaco  que  se  importar  no  paiz,  qualquer 
que  seja  sua  qualidade,  será  um  dollar  e  sessenta  centavos  por  cada 
kilogramma  de  tobaco  em  folha,  e  tres  dollars  por  cada  kilo» 
grammn  de  tabaco  manufacturado. 

tabaco  cni  íolha  que  se  importar,  deverá  ser  levado  aos  deposi- 
tui,  c  sua  venda  swÁ  \  erihrada  de  accórdo  com  disposições  desta 
lei.  O  tabaco  manuíacturado  que  se  importar,  quando  nao  exceda 
de  dous  kilogrammas  será  isento  dessas  disposições. 

A  exportação  do  tabaco  manuíacturado  ou  em  tolha  c  livre  de 
todo  direito  ou  imposto;  mas  para  exportal-o,  deye-se  solicitar 
previamente  a  autorisação  do  governo,  obrigando-se  o  exportador 
com  garantia  a  apresentar  dentro  do  periodo  que  se  estabelecer,  e 
perante  a  autoridade  que  se  designar,  um  titulo  do  administrador 
da  alfândega  por  onde  se  taça  a  cxporta<^ào  do  tabaco. 
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VENEZUELA. 

AGENCIA  DE  IMMlGRAç;ÃO  NOS  ESTADOS  UNIDOS. 

Esta  Secretaría  recebeu  do  Ministro  Andrade  uma  copia  da 
Gaceta  Ofieial  de  Venezuela,  que  contem  o  texto  de  dous  decretos 

Executivos,  estabelecendo  nos   Estados   Unidos  uma  agencia 
para  a  proinocào  de  inimi^^rarfu)  c  colonisayào  em  \  enczueia. 
A  substancia  dos  decretos  c  a  seguinte  ; 

O  Governo  dc  Venezuela  promulgou  no  dia  26  de  Março  de  1897,  dous 
decretos,  um  para  o  esíahelccimcnto  dc  uma  Agencia  de  Iníormação  nos  Estados 
Unidos,  cujo  escrijuorio  será  siruaiio  »a  cidade  de  New  York,  c  o  outro  nonseando 
o  Sr.  Manukí.  \  ícente  Soledu  paru  cncarrcgar-sc  d.i  dita  agencia.  As  íuncções 
dessa  agencia,  além  das  prescritas  na  secção  2  do  art.  1  do  decreto  regulando  a 
lei  vigente  sobre  immigração  e  colonização,  scrSo  as  seguintes: 

Arranjar  com  as  companhias  de  vapores  os  preços  para  o  transporte  de  immi- 
grantes para  Veneasuela.  Este  preço  n3o  deve  exceder  de  80  bolívares  pelos 
adultos  e  40  pelos  menores  que  tiverem  menos  de  dez  annos. 

Fazer  esforços  para  obter  immigrantes  dos  Estados  Unidos,  que  devem  ser 
trabalhadores  agrícolas,  e  pagar  o  preço  de  transporte  dos  mesmos  para  o  porto 
dc  embarque,  mas  a  quantia  paga  por  cada  individuo  não  deve  exceder  de  20 
bolivares, 

A  agencia  dc\  c  cm  iar  ao  (íoverno  de  \'ene/.uela  um  relatório  mctr^a!  dos 
trabalhos  do  me/.,  c  ía/cr  as  suggcstôcs  quc  julgar  prudentes  para  o  melhor 
cumprimento  dc  seus  deveres. 
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RELATIONS    C  O  M  M  K  R  C  L  \  L  H  S  EN 
AMERIQUE— IL 

FACILITÉS  DE  TRANSPORT  COMME  MOYEN  DE  DÉVELOPPE- 
MENT DU  COMMERCE.* 

En  consicicrant  le  prubl»  nie  du  dcveloppement  des  relations 
commerciales  entre  les  contrées  du  continent  Américain,  on  voit 
à  mesure  que  nous  avan^;nns  dans  l'étude  de  ce  sujet,  que  la  ques- 
tion de  ramélioration  des  tacilités  de  transport  est  d'une  importance 
toujours  croissante.  L'expérience  de  toutes  les  nations  commer- 
ciales démontre  la  grande  valeur  du  contrôle  par  chaque  contrée 
maritime  de  son  commerce  sur  les  mers,  non  seulement  en  vue 
d'augmenter  les  profits  du  commerce  existant,  mais  de  contribuer 
plus  ou  moins  directement  à  l'extension  de  ses  ventes  à  l'étranger. 
Le  pavillon  d'une  nation  quelconque  déployé  dan^  les  pi»rts 
étrangers  sert  à  taire  valoir  aux  yeux  des  ( onsoinniateUiS  étrangers 
les  produits  et  le  status  commercial  de  cette  nation. 

Des  lignes  directes  de  bateaux  à  vapeur,  appartenant  et  con- 
trôlées par  les  mar(  hands  d'un  pays  équipés  par  ses  propres  marins 
et  déployant  le  drapeau  de  ce  pays,  qui  partiraient  du  port 
d'un  pays  pour  se  rendre  aux  ports  étrangers,  préparent  des 

*Un  trouvera  dans  1c  Ritlictin  Mvasuul  pour  lu  mois  de  Juillet  1997,  i«  piciuicr 
article  de  cette  série,    pages  i-S. 
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voies  de  rap[)orts  commerciaux  au  moyen  desquelles  rechange  de 
produits  se  fait  plus  facilement  et  plus  économiquement  au  grand 

bénéfice  des  peuples  immédiatement  intéressés,  et  sans  l'interven- 
tion d'une  troisième  puissance.  Il  cbt  ('vident  (|iie  si  le  transport 
du  commerce  de  deux  pays  est  <H»nfié  à  un  troisième,  ce  dernier 
remporte  un  proht,  qui  dans  d'autres  conditions,  se  serait  divisé 
entre  les  deux  pays.  Si  ce  tait  n'était  pas  vrai,  il  n'y  aurait  pas 
de  motif  pour  le  troisième  de  taire  le  transport.  Mais  ce  n'est  pas 
touL  Le  pays  qui  fait  le  transport  du  commerce  attire  à  ses 
ports  une  partie  considérable  des  produits  des  deux  pays  intéressés 
et  joue  ainsi  le  rôle  d'un  courtier  ou  intermédiaire  et  profite  de 
l'octroi;  en  conséquence  le  coiit  des  produits  est  augmenté  à 
chaque  port.  C'est  un  i;iit  bien  connu  que  des  (pi.iuritcs  de  mar- 
chandises d'origine  américaine  sont  distribuées  en  Europe  et 
même  dans  les  contrées  du  continent  américain,  par  1  intermédiaire 
des  transports  anglais,  belges,  hollandais,  allemands  et  autres,  à 
cause  du  manque  de  communications  directes  et  de  la  suprématie 
de  ces  nationalités  dans  quelques  branches  du  transport  du  com- 
merce océanique.  Le  refrain  des  rapports  consulaires  des  consuls 
des  Etats*Unis  de  la  plupart  des  contrées  maritimes,  est  le  besoin 
absolu  de  vaisseaux  déployant  K  pavillon  des  Etats-Unis;  le  seul 
moven  efficace  d'établir  le  commerce  et  de  le  détourner  des  canaux 
artificieis  laborieusement  construits  rt  soigneusement  maintenus  et 
perîectionn<  s  pendant  dr  longues  années  par  les  puissances  euro- 
péennes. C'en  est  de  même  des  autres  Républiques  américaines. 
Elles  ne  peuvent  pas  aspirer  à  la  solidarité  et  à  la  croissance 
salutaire  du  commerce  entre  elles,  sans  le  développement  de  leurs 
mannes  marchandes,  en  proportion  des  moyens  de  leurs  échanges 
de  produits. 

En  recherchant  les  causes  de  Tabsorption  par  l'Europe  d'une 
si  grande  portion  du  transport  du  commerce  américain  nous 

apprendrons  probablement  que  la  raison  principale  se  trous  c  dans 
les  demauiies  croix>>anr«'s  (pii  ont  été  tair»^  de  tous  les  pav«;  de 
rhémisphère  occidental  pendant  la  derîii<  rc  moitié  du  sircic  par 
les  nécessités  et  par  1<  -  promesses  séduisantes  du  développmcnt  à 
l'intérieur.  L'invention  du  bateau  à  vapeur  et  de  la  locomotive  se 
suivant  coup  sur  coup  ont  eu  des  effets  économiques  d'une 
importance  plus  grande  et  plus  étendue  pour  le  Nouveau  Monde 
que  pour  la  vieille  Europe,  qui,  déjà  très  peuplée  et  avec  des  moyens 


Digitized  by  Google 


BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


295 


de  communications  compurativf  ment  faciles,  avait  ¿jrríir  h  s  nou- 
velles conditions  sur  les  anciennes.  De  grands  changements  écono- 
miques en  ont  rcsultr,  mais  ils  n'étaient  pas  de  nature  à  entraîner 
un  changement  radical  des  méthodes  accoutumées  d'industrie  et 
d'entreprise  commerciale.  Il  n*y  avait  pas  de  territoires  vierges 
à  exploiter,  ni  d'Eldorados  non  explorés  à  offrir  leurs  trésors  à 
l'effort  des  mineurs,  pour  distraire  en  flots  constamment  aug- 
mentant, le  capital  et  Tindustrie  d'autres  wcupations.  La  mer 
ne  perdit  aucun  de  ses  charmes  pour  les  auiiiicicux  et  les  ti'incrai- 
rc^  parmi  la  p()[nilatic)n  excessive  de  la  Grande- P)rft:ipie  et  des 
contrées  maritimes  du  continent.  Au  contraire,  le  peupkinent 
des  nouvelles  terres  au-delà  de  l'océan,  non  seulement  attira  un 
flot  immense  d'émigration  de  l'Europe,  mais  augmenta  énormé- 
ment les  proflts  à  retirer  des  entreprises  et  de  la  vie  maritimes. 

A  l'hémisphère  occidental  c'était  difierent.  Ici,  toutes  les  con- 
ditions contribuèrent  à  attirer  hors  de  la  mer  le  capîtâl  et 
le  commerce.  Le  bateau  â  vapeur  et  le  chemin  de  fer  transportè- 
rent le  théâtre  des  activités  de  l'homme  de  la  petite  et  étroite 
bande  de  côte  longeant  l'Atlaiitic|uc.  aux  plaines  fertiles,  aux 
toréts  sans  routes,  aux  immenses  richesses  minérales  de  l'intérieur, 
et  les  ambitions  des  hommes  se  transplantèrent  presque  sans 
effort  a  des  régions  qui,  au  commencement  du  siècle,  semblaient 
infiniment  lointaines,  sinon  inaccessibles. 

Par  exemple,  depuis  1800,  le  centre  de  la  population  aux 
États-Unis  s'est  déplacé  du  voisinage  de  Baltimore,  Maryland,  à 
environ  800  milles  à  l'ouest,  et  la  superficie  du  terrain  habité  s'est 
étendue  de  305,708  milles  carrés,  ou  à  peu  prés  d'un  huitième  de 
plus  de  la  grandeur  de  l'État  actuel  ilr  Texas,  à  ciu  itou  000,000 
milles  carrés.  Le  même  procédé  de  dt'\  cloppemenL  et  d"ex[)ansion 
à  l'intérieur,  a  eu  Heu  par  degré  dans  la  plupart  des  pays  de  l'hémi- 
sphère occidental.  Le  capital  et  le  travail  ont  trouve  leur  emploi 
le  plus  avantageux,  non  dans  le  commerce  étranger  ou  dans  la 
construction  de  bateaux  à  l'usage  de  ce  commerce,  mais  dans  le 
défirichement  des  forêts,  le  labourage  du  sol  vierge,  l'exploitation 
des  trésors  des  mines,  et  la  construction  de  chemins  de  fer  et  de 
bateaux  à  vapeur  pour  pourvoir  au  volume  rapidement  augmentant 
du  tratic  national.  Dans  plusieurs  de  ces  pays,  notamment  aux 
États-Unis  et  au  Mexique,  des  tarits  de  protection  ont  servi  à 
établir  des  industries  manutacturières,  et  aujourd'hui  les  États- 
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Unis  forment  la  plus  grande  nation  industrielle  du  monde,  em* 

ployant  d'après  le  recensement  de  1890  un  capital  de  plus  de  six 
billions  d<-  dollars  et  une  armée  de  [)rès  de  5,000,000  d'ouvriers, 
avec  un  proht  annuel  de  plus  de  quatre  billions  de  dollars. 
Suivant  Sir  Michael  G.  Mulhall,  le  savant  statisticien  anglais, 
le  rang  occupé  par  les  principales  nations  industrielles,  d'après  la 
valeur  totale  des  produits  manuáicturiers  exprimée  en  millions 
de  livres  sterling,  est  le  suivant: 


États-Unis    •»443 

Rü)aumc-Uni  (la  Grande-Bretagne  et  l'IrelanJe)   820 

Allemagne   583 

France   485 

Russie   363 

Autriche   «53 

Italie  ,   121 

Belgique   102 


En  i860  la  valeur  des  manu&ctures  des  États-Unis  n*a  été  que 

de  /,392,000.00o  ou  de  iHvOOO^ooo  livres  sterling  de  moins  que 
la  valeur  tic  celles  du  Royaunic-l'ni.  Ainsi  donceles  Etats-Unis 
en  trente  aii^  nont  [)as  seulement  devaneé  la  plus  ^rninde  nation 
industrielle  du  monde,  mais  ils  ont  dépassé  sa  production  d'un 
quart  du  double  de  la  valeur  totale  des  manufactures  britanniques. 

Se  servant  des  Etats-Unis  comme  l'exemple  le  plus  frappant  de 
la  portée  économique  générale  de  l'hémisphère  occidental,  il  est 
facile  de  voir  pourquoi  les  Républiques  américaines,  engagées  ac- 
tivement et  avantageusement  dansles  industries  nationaleset  dans  le 
développement  des  ressources  immenses  et  varices  à  l'intérieur  ne 
se  Mmt  occupées  que  très  peu  de  la  question  des  transports  (x^éa- 
nKlue-^  (pli  n'a  été  j)our  elles  jusqu  ici  qu  une  question  d'une  im- 
portune e  relativement  petite.  Elles  ont  donc  laissé  les  contrées 
maritimes  européennes  remporter  des  protics  qui  leur  semblaient 
peu  importants  en  comparaison  des  riches  revenus  des  entre- 
prises domestiques.  Cette  explication  devient  encore  plus  con* 
vaincante  quand  nous  considérons  que  cette  indiilerence  n*a  pas 
été  montrée  à  l'égard  de  la  construction  des  chemins  de  fer  et 
du  développement  de  la  navigation  de  cabotage  et  des  rivières 
pour  satisfaire  aux  besoins  croissants  du  commerce  de  l'intérieur. 

Il  n'y  a  rien  de  plus  renuirquablt  (jiu  l  i  xtcnsion  rapid<'  des 
chemins  de  ter,  non  seulement  aux  Etats- U  nis  mais  au  Mexique,  r 
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BrésiU  dans  la  République  Argentine,  dans  l'Uruguay,  au  Chili  et 
dans  les  autres  pays  de  l'Amérique  du  Sud.  Aujourd'  hui,  la  lon- 
gueur totale  des  voies  ferrées  aux  États-Unis  est  de  200,000 

milles.  Depuis  1880,  la  longueur  a  doublé.  Le  Mexique,  pen- 
dant ces  lieniitre*  années  a  construit  rapidement  les  chemins  de 
fer  et  aujourd'hui  il  >c  rrou\  c  dans  le  pays  ".000  milles  de  voies 
terrees.  La  République  Argeiitifie  a  dépensé  de  vastes  sommes, 
pendant  la  dernière  décade,  dans  la  construction  de  voies  terrées, 
et  il  y  a  à  peu  près  9,000  milles  ouverts  au  trañc.  Le  Brésil  a 
une  longueur  totale  en  opération  d'environ  8«ooo  milles.  Le 
Chili,  qui  fut  le  premier  pays  de  TAmérique  du  Sud  à  construire 
des  chemins  de  fer,  a  environ  2,000  milles.  Il  n*  y  a  aucun  pays 
sur  le  continent  de  l'Amérique  du  Sud  qui  ne  soit  entièrement 
pénétré  lie  la  valeur  des  chemins  de  ter  comme  la  première  condi- 
tion (.lu  d<  \  (  lopprUK'nt  indu^rriel.  et  la  (  (>n>rrucri()ii  tic  ^\  >rrines 
effectifs,  offrant  des  transports  à  toutes  leurs  ressources,  ne  sera 
qu'une  ai&ire  de  temps. 

Cette  admission  universelle  (î<  s  (themins  de  ter  comme  les 
devanciers  non  seulement  du  dcvcloppment  intérieur,  mais  aussi 
du  commerce  international  dans  toute  Pétendue  de  l'hémisphère 
occidental,  trouve  son  expression  la  plus  significative  dans  le 
projet  du  chemin  de  ftr  inter-continental,  pour  lequel  les  arpen- 
tages ont  été  faits  conformément  aux  recommendations  de  la  Con- 
férence Internationale  Aiiu  ricaiin-.  qui  s'est  assemblée  à  W  ash- 
ington  le  2  octobre  1889.  Le  l'rojer  a  p^i^  tonne  tiéfmiri veinent 
dans  la  Conrercnce  par  la  m)mination  de  la  Commission  du 
Chemin  de  ter  International  représentant  les  Ktats-L^nis,  le  Mex- 
ique, le  Guaténula,  le  .Salvador,  la  Colombie,  le  Brésil,  le  Véné- 
zuela,  l'Equateur,  le  Pérou,  la  République  Argentine,  l'Uruguay 
ct  le  Paraguay.  La  Commission  a  eu  sa  premiere  réunion  le  4 
décembre  1890,  dans  la  Salle  Diplomatique  du  Département 
d'État,  à  Washington.  La  séance  a  été  ouverte  par  l'honorable 
J.AMEs  G.  Blaine,  Secrétaire  d'Etat  des  États-Unis.  A  cette  occa- 
sion M.  Blaine  a  dit: 

Me*<!eur«  :  Pc-pèr?  rjuc  ce  quatrième  jour  du  moh  de  décembre  l8yc  va 
marquer  le  commencement,  l'heureux  commencement  d'une  très  grande  entre- 
prise, iîui  rapprochera davantaee  leí?  .Amérujucs  méridionales,  centrales  septentrio- 
nale*», qui  liera  dans  une  cntcncc  pius  intime  ct  plus  cordiale  beaucoup  de  na- 
tions, et  $«ra  'un  bienfiût  i  ta  génération  présente  et  aux  millions  encore  à  naftre* 
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Un  comit*'  exrrutit  iioîhiik  pur  la  Conimi-^^ion  a  iait  un  rap- 
port pn-liniinairt  Ic  ^1  janvier  1893.  nsultars  des 
arpentages  íaits  par  les  ingénieurs  de  la  Commission.  Ces  arpen« 
tages,  d'après  l'information  donnée  au  public  le  2  juin  1895,  ont 
servi  à  déterminer  la  direction  de  certaines  sections  de  lignes  incom- 
plètes du  système  proposé. 

La  compagnie  des  chemins  de  fer  du  Guatemala  Central,  dont 
la  ligne  principale  part  de  San  José  sur  le  Pacifique  et  s*ctcnd  à 
la  cité  de  Guatemala,  s'est  décidée  à  construire  la  section  du  sys- 
tème inter-continental  destinée  à  rraverserle  Ciuatémala,  et  a  donné  à 
cette  tlérerniination  uiieiormr  pratiqu»:  par  la  construction  actuelle, 
ayant  ouvert  au  trafic,  Ir  1^  a\  ril,  la  section  s'ctendant  de  Santa 
Maria,  sur  le  Guatemala  Central,  à  Santa  Lucía.  La  compagnie 
continue  la  construction  jusqu'à  Patulul,  avec  l'intention  d'étendre 
la  ligne  au  nord-ouest  jusqu'à  la  frontière  mexicaine,  et  au  sud-est 
jusqu'à  la  frontière  de  Salvador.  La  voie  et  les  ponts  de  cette 
ligne  sont  solidement  construits  d'après  la  largeur  et  le  modèle 
convenus,  bien  que  la  voie  adoptée  en  premier  lieu  n'eût  qu'un 
écartenient  de  trois  pieds;  les  ponts  sont  en  acier  avec  des  culées 
de  pierre. 

Le  roeau  d«jà  construit  est  bâti  de  rails  d  acier  qui  pèsent  54 
livres.  Le  Chemin  de  Fer  Austral  du  Mexique  est  déjà  en  opé- 
ration jusq\r  à  Oaxaca,  située  quatre  cents  milles  au  sud  de  la 
Cite  de  Mexico  et  bientôt  la  lacune  entre  cette  ville  et  la  frontière 
Guatémalienne  sera  comblée.  Le  réseau  du  Mexicain  Austral  et 
du  Guatemala  Central  nous  permettront  bientôt  de  faire  le  trajet 
par  chemin  de  fer  de  Washington  à  la  frontière  de  Salvador. 
Dans  cette  dernière  République,  M.  Scherzer  travaille  à  la  cons- 
truction <1(  la  ligne  et  celle-ci,  se  reliant  aux  lignes  déjà  en  opéra- 
tion au  Nicaragua,  permettra  aux  voyageurs  d'aller  <  11  c  h( min  de 
1er  de  n'importe  quelle  ville  des  Etats-Unis  jusqu'à  l'endroit  choisi 
pour  le  canal  de  Nicaragua. 

De<  {  < incessions  ont  été  accordées  pour  la  construction  d'une 
ligne  de  la  rive  sud  du  lac  de  Nicaragua  à  travers  le  Costa 
Rica,  preset  que  Von  croit,  se  réalisera.  La  ligne  traversant 
l'Amérique  Centrale,  dont  les  arpentages  ont  été  faits  pour  la  Com- 
mission, longe  la  côte  du  Pacifique  et  part  du  nord-ouest  du  Gua- 
témala  pour  aboutir  à  la  ville  de  Panama.  En  Colombie,  la  route 
se  divise  en  deux  branches,  l  une  ^jurtant  de  1  auaiua  et  l'autre  de 
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Cartagena  sur  fa  mer  des  Caraïbes,  se  réunissant  à  un  point  au 
sud  de  Medellin.  De  Medellin  une  ramiñcation  va  au  Venezuela, 
Les  lignes  de  Panama  et  de  Cartagène  se  réunissent  au-dessous 
de  Medeilin,  £>niiant  une  seule  ligne  à  travers  l'Equateur  passant 
la  capitale  Quito,  et  traverse  le  Pérou  jusqu'à  Cuzco.  Cette  ligne 
continue  le  long  des  rives  occidentales  et  méridionales  du  lac  de 
Titicaca,  allant  à  La  Paz,  capitale  de  la  Bolivie.  Entre  La  Paz 
et  Huanchaca  un  réseau  est  déjà  en  opération  sur  plus  de  la  moitié 
de  la  distance  d'Ouro  à  Muanchaca.  De  Muanchaca  il  y  a 
trois  voies  divergentes:  l'une  est  la  continuation  du  grand 
tronçon  du  nord  et  du  sud,  aboutissant  à  Jujuy,  dans  la  Répu- 
blique Argentine,  déjà  reliée  par  chemin  de  ter  avec  Buenos 
Ayres;  une  autre  traverse  à  l'est  la  Bolivie  et  le  Brésil  pour 
aboutir  à  Rio  de  Janerio;  et  la  troisième,  se  détachant  de  la  voie 
brésilienne  à  Pomobamba,  se  dirige  au  sud-est,  traversant  le  Para* 
guay  jusqu'à  Asuncion.  Le  chemin  de  fer  d'Ouro  lie  la  ville  de 
Huanchaca  au  port  d'Antoiàgasta  au  Chili. 

Ainsi  on  voit  qu'avec  la  continuation  de  quelques  sections  de 
lignes  qui  iiumquent,  les  continents  des  Amériques  du  Nord  et  du 
Sud  seraient  ainsi  liés  par  un  vaste  système  de  voies  ferrées 
s'étendant  des  États-Unis  à  travers  le  Mexique,  l'Amérique  Cen- 
trale, la  Colombie,  l'Equateur,  le  Pérou,  et  le  Chili,  avec  des 
ramifications  latérales  s'étendant  à  travers  le  Vénézuéla,  la  Bolivie, 
le  Brésil,  la  République  Argentine,  le  Paraguay  et  l'Uruguay. 
Aussi  vaste  que  paraisse  l'entreprise,  le  travail  actuel  de  la  construc- 
tion est  relativement  petit  en  comparaison  avec  la  longueur  déjà  en 
opération  dans  ces  contrées.  Le  travail  récent  de  la  Commission 
a  été  en  grande  partie  de  corriger  les  arpentages  et  les  préparer  pour 
publication  dans  son  bureau  à  Washington.  Son  rapport  définitif 
sera  publié  en  un  volume,  ou  plus,  accompagné  de  cartes. 

Le  principal  mérite  de  ce  système  ne  se  trouve  pas  dans  le 
fait  qui  frappe  en  premier  lieu  l'imagination,  c'est-à-<iire  de  tbumir 
aux  deux  continents  une  route  postale  directe  et  de  lier  par  terre 
les  États-Unis  avec  les  pays  les  plus  éloignés  de  l'Amérique  du 
Sud,  mais  le  mérite  se  trouve  dans  les  ikcilités  qu'offrirait  ce  système 
au  développement  des  relations  conrnierciales  entre  des  con- 
trées contiguës  ou  voisines  pour  ouvrir  de  nouvelles  voies  con- 
duisant à  la  mer,  pour  suppléer  à  la  construction  d  un  ou  de 
plusieurs  canaux  à  travers  l'istlime  de  Panama,  et  pour  réunir 
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toutes  les  contrées  du  Nouveau-Monde  dans  un  grand  projet 
harmonieux  de  développement  industriel.    C'est  le  but  définitif^ 

la  dt^rnicre  t  x|)ri  ssion  des  tendances  vers  l'expansion  interne  dans 
toutes  ces  contrr(  s  qui  seront  ainsi  groupées  ensemble  pour  la 
première  fois  et  unies  comine  une  torce  inter-continentale. 

De  cet  aspect  du  problème  nous  passons,  par  une  transi tioi\ 
aisée  et  logique,  à  ce  qui  est  après  tout  la  suite  naturelle  de 
rénorme  activité  à  l'intérieur  des  Républiques  américaines, 
comme  ci-dessus  tracée.  Déjà  aux  États-Unis,  et  plus  ou 
moins  dans  les  républiques  sœurs,  il  devient  de  plus  en  plus 
apparent  que  le  développement  à  l'intérieur  n'est  que  l'avant- 
coureur  d'un  commerce  extérieur  toujours  croissant.  Si  des 
chemins  de  ter  sont  cun^truits  et  des  lignes  de  bateaux  à  vapeur 
sont  établies  pour  transporter  les  produits  d'un  pays  à  la  mer.  c'est 
parce  qu'on  espère  y  trouver  un  débouciie.  Si  les  manutactures 
dépassent  la  demande  du  marché  national,  ou  si  les  fermiers  con- 
tinuent â  produire  les  récoltes  en  excès  des  besoins  domestiques,  c*est 
parce  qu'ils  s'attendent  à  trouver  des  débouchés  au-delà  des  mers. 
L'heure  doit  venir — elle  est  déjà  venue  aux  États-Unis — où  le 
développment  à  l'intérieur,  arrivera  à  tel  point,  qu'il  devra  nécessaire- 
ment déborder.  C'est  alors  que  l'attention  se  tourne  vers  les  moyens 
les  plus  efficaces  de  [parvenir  aux  marchés  étrangers  et  d  attirtr  une 
grande  partie  de  leur  commerce,  l^ne  fois  qu'un  pays  a  lancé 
son  commerce  sur  les  mers,  il  découvre  que  seulement  par  le  trans- 
port de  ses  marchandises  dans  ses  propres  bateaux  peut-il  remporter 
de  gros  bénéfices.  Le  capital  se  tourne  naturellement  vers  la  navi- 
gation quand  les  profits  dérivés  d'autres  entreprises  de  transport 
cessent  d'être  supérieurs.  L'importance  attachée  par  quelques 
nations  maritimes  au  maintien  de  leur  marine  marchande  est  si 
grande  que  de  nombreux  expédients,  sous  forme  de  subventions,  de 
primes  postales,  et  de  droits  discriminatoires,  ont  été  essayés  pour 
attirer  le  capital  à  des  entreprises  maritimes  sous  le  drapeau  national. 
Le  succès  qui  accompagne  ces  faveurs  gouvernementales  a  varié 
suivant  les  différentes  conditions.  On  ne  peut  {)as  douter  que 
leur  emploi  judicieux  a  etc  d'une  grande  utilité  pour  la  créa- 
tion des  marines  marchandes,  mais  on  doit  éviter  dans  la  légis* 
lation  des  tarifs  et  des  prîmes  de  protéger  l'industrie  de  la  construc- 
tion des  navires,  de  manière  à  rendre  les  bateaux  de  ii^cisation 
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nationale  plus  chers  à  Tacqucreur  que  les  bateaux  rtrangcrs.  Le 
capital  montre  peu  de  sentiment  quand  il  s'agit  du  placement  de 
fonds.  On  ne  doit  pas  seulement  construire  des  vaisseaux  mais 
aussi  les  posséder,  avant  qu*on  puisse  s*attendre  au  développement 
d'une  marine  marchande  nationale. 

On  trouvera  un  exemple  frappant  dans  l'expérience  de  la 
France.  La  "Revue  du  Conuiicrce  Extérieur  publiée  á  Paris, 
du  19  Juin  1897, 

La  décadence  de  la  marine  française  esr  malheureusement  un  fait  indiscutable 
mais  les  causes  indÍ4uée»  par  la  Commission  extra- parlementaire  nous  paraissent 
absolument  insuffisantes. 

La  première  condition  nécessaire  à  la  prospérité  d'une  industrie,  c'est  i'abon- 
dance  des  capitaux  mis  à  sa  disposition. 

Ce  n'est  pas  l'argent  c|ui  manque  en  France;  ii  .ir.ibunJc.  Í. 'intérêt  des 
ca¡)itaux  Cil  dcbccndu  a  un  taux  dérisoire.  La  rente  irançaisc,  dont  le  taux  de 
capitalisation  est  le  régulateur  du  prix  de  Targent,  produit  mœns  de  3  pour  cent  ; 
le  taux  de  l'escompte  esc  immobilisé  à  2  pour  cent  depuis  plusieurs  années.  Nous 
avons  absorbé  plusieurs  mitlards  de  fonds  russes  et  englouti  plusieurs  centaines  de 
millions  dans  les  aflâires  des  mines  d*or.  Malheureusement  le  capitaliste  français 
est  d'une  timidité  excessive  ou  d'une  crédulité  phénoménale.  Il  n'a  confiance 
que  dans  le  crédit  des  États;  les  entreprises  commerciales  et  industrielles  ne 
r.it rirent  pas  asse/.. 

La  capitule  politique,  qui  est  aussi  la  capitale  financière,  est  loin  de  la  mer, 

A  Londres,  à  Christiana  à  Copenhague,  .1  Stockholm,  !c  \-oisinage  de  la  mer 
inculque  :uix  haiiii  ints  une  certaine  connaissance  de  la  ni.iriiK-.  Le  capital  de 
la  nation  est  ainsi,  chez  nous,  naturellement  étranger  à  l'industrie  des  transports 
maritimes. 

La  marine  uiarciiaadc  ne  peut  trouver  de  capitaux  qu'en  province,  et  seule- 
ment dans  les  départements  maritimes. 

Là,  encore,  c'est  difficile  à  en  trouver.  Sauf  en  Bretagne,  pays  pauvre,  l'agri- 
culture est  l'occupation  dominante.  Dans  les  grands  ports  comme  Marseilles, 
l'industrie  et  la  spéculation  boursière  sont  tes  rivales  naturelles  de  la  marine 
marchande.  Quelques  familles  d'armateurs,  les  anciens  marins,  un  petit  nombre 
de  bourgeois  des  ports,  forment  la  seule  couche  oii  se  recrutent  les  capitaux  pour 
la  marine  marchande.  Enfin  l'abolition  de  la  surtaxe  i!c-  pavillon,  en  1866,  a 
été  un  coup  de  plus  pour  les  affaires  maritimes  et  a  préparé  la  décadence  de  la 
marine  marchande  sou-^  le  pavillon  national. 

{Quoique  la  déducriou  puisse  paraître  raradovalc,  l'miportance  même  des  sub- 
ventions accordées  aux  lignes  régulière-  de  navigation  à  vapeur  pour  le  transport 
de  malles  postales  a  nui  à  la  flotte  en  lui  suscitant  des  concurrciics  privilégiés,  et 
a  ainsi  détourné  les  capitaux  intéressés  des  entreprises  maritimes.  Le  nombre 
des  chantiers  de  construction  navale  diminua,  le  prix  de  la  construction,  fran- 
çaise augmenta,  quoique  les  matières  entrant  dans  la  construction  des  bâtiments 
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tusscm  exemptes  de  lirnit  de  douane,  l'ahsciue  Je  conrurrcncc  releva,  le  prix 
des  navires.  En  même  temps  !a  durée  des  travaux,  répartis  >Lir  un  petit  nombre 
de  chantier*.,  prolongea  rcxécution  des  ordres  donncb  ;iu\  eunst  riu  tcurs  trani,ais. 
Les  armateurs  turent  ilor^  contraints  de  s'adresser  aux  chaiiiiers  ou  au  com- 
merce britannique.  Là,  la  prospérité  de  la  marine  commerciale  est  telle,  les 
chantiers  si  nombreux  et  si  importants,  que  les  prix  diminuent  constamment. 
La  loi  qui  avait  supprimé  les  surtaxes  de  pavillon  avait  d'ailleurs  réduit  m  un 
taux  insignifiant  le  droit  de  douane  ou  de  francisation  des  navires.  Cette  fitcilité 
accordée  à  l'armement  tourna  au  préjudice  des  chantiers  français  de  construction. 

Ainsi,  lorsque  la  loi  de  janvier  1881  vint  améliorer  i  la  fois  leur  situation  et 
celle  des  armateurs,  les  premières  commandes  absorbèrent  bientôt  leur  puissance 
de  construction.  La  veille  de  la  promulgation  de  la  loi  de  1881,  la  Compagnie 
Générale  Transatlantique  fit  acheter  des  navires  en  Angleterre,  quoiqu'ils  dussent 
seulement  bénéficier  de  la  demi-prime  de  nn\  ieatinn. 

Ce  précédent  aurait  du  servir  de  leçon  ¡or^  <iu  remaniement  de  la  loi  de  i  -iSi. 
Il  aurait  fallu  trouver  un  moven  d'a>surer  le»  commande;  aux  chantiers  Iran*  ai  , 
sans  priver  trop  longtcmpa  les  armateurs  du  bientait  de  la  loi.  Il  nous  semble 
qu'on  aurait  pu  atteindre  le  but  en  n'accordant  la  demi-prime  de  navigation  aux 
navires  de  construction  étrangère  que  pour  la  durée  de  deux  ans.  C'est  à  peu 
près  le  délai  nécessaire  â  la  construction  d'un  navire.  Les  armateurs  auraient 
alors  acheté  des  navires  en  Angleterre,  et  passé  en  même  temps  des  ordres  aux 
chantiers  français.  Au  moment  de  l'achèvement  des  bâtiments  ils  aurdent  vendu 
leurs  navires  d'origine  étrangère  pour  bénéficier  de  la  totalité  de  la  prime  à  la 

na\  ieation. 

Assurés  de  nouveaux  achats,  les  propriétaires  de  chantiers  de  construction 

auraient  augmenté  la  facilité  de  construction.  Comme  aucune  limite  n'était 
posée  n  la  durie  de  la  demi-prime  sur  les  navires  de  construction  étrangère  !c<; 
na\  ire>  ont  été  conservés  et  ont  tenu  la  place  des  navires  neufs,  qui  auraient  été 
commandés  en  France. 

Le  législateur  de  1893  a  voulu  réparer  le  mal.  Il  n'a  réussi  qu'à  tomber  dans 
l'excès  contraire. 

Aucune  fraction  de  prime  à  la  navigation  n'a  été  accordée  aux  navires  de  cons- 
truction étrangère  ;  les  propriétaires  de  chantiers  français  se  sont  alors  trouvés 
maîtres  de  la  situation  et  ont  fait  la  loi  aux  armateurs.  Non  contents  des 
primes  qui  leur  étaient  allouées,  ils  ont  imposé  des  prix  exorbitants  aux  acqué- 
reurs de  navires.  Le  législateur  de  1893  leur  a  fourni  les  moyens  de  livrer  des 
navires  aux  mêmes  prix  que  les  constructeurs  étrangers;  il  leur  a  même  assuré 
une  prime  de  1  fr.  par  loo  kg.  sur  les  chaudières  et  sur  les  machines.  Un  navire 
à  voile  qui  se  vendrait  300,000  fr.  à  l'étranger  se  paie  aujourd'hui  ;oo,000  fr.  en 
France.  Les  constructeurs  ont  confisqué  le  onart  de  la  prime  ;\  la  naviiration. 
L'armateur  qui  a  besoin  de  tonnage,  e  capitaliste  qui  veut  cru  reprendre  l'arme- 
ment, se  rronvenr  placés  entre  ces  deux  alternatives:  arlieter  des  n.tvirei  Ti 
l'étranger  en  acquittant  le  droit  de  2  fr.  par  tonneau  cl  renoncer  .1  la  prime  à  la 
navigation,  ou  commander  un  navire  dans  un  chantier  français,  c'est-à-dire 
payer  deux  tiers  de  plus,  ce  qui  est  très  désavantageux  pour  le  commerce 
national. 
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L'expérience  de  la  France  ainsi  tracée  semble  montrer: 

1.  Qu'une  des  formes  les  plus  efficaces  de  primes  est  celle  renfermée  dans 
l'acte  du  to  mai  l8ç2,  du  Conerès  des  Kt.us-Unis,  par  lequel  deux  bateaux 
étrangers  furent  admis  à  la  francisation  ^ous  condition  <jue  dcux  bateaux  de  ia 
même  classe  seraient  construits  aux  Etats-Unis. 

2.  Que,  sans  quelque  dispositions  de  la  loi  de  primes,  permettant  la  concur- 
rence étrangère  sous  des  conditions  données,  les  bateaux  construits  dans  les  pays 
qui  accordent  des  subsides  seront  retenus  â  des  prix  »  élevés  qu'ils  empêche- 
ront le  capital  national  de  %*y  placer. 

3.  Qu'une  taxe  discriminatoire  en  faveur  des  bateaux  déployant  le  drapeau 
national  quoiqu,  opposée-— sous  prétexte  qu'elle  inviterait  les  représailles  des 
autres  puissances  maritimes  et  ne  doive  ¿tre  employée  qu'à  titre  de  revan- 
che—a été  néanmoins  avantageuse  à  la  marine  marchande  française. 

Ce  n'est  pas  notre  intention  d*entainer  ici  une  discussion  de  la 
question  des  subventions,  des  primes^  et  des  droits  discriminatoires, 

mais  seulement  d*attirer  Tattention  sur  les  possibilités  d'une  1*  hi- 
tîon  semblable  pour  créer  des  mannes  iiKircfuin  les.  La  position 
des  Krats-Unis  et  des  autres  Républiques  américaines  à  l'égard 
de  cet  aspect  du  problème  de  transport  est  singulière,  attendu 
que  CCS  Républiques  se  tiennent  sur  le  seuil  d'une  ère  nouvelle 
quant  à  leurs  relations  économiques,  dans  laquelle  il  faut  espérer 
qu'elles  trouveront  leurs  intérêts  identiques.  La  législation  a  pro> 
pos  de  la  navigation  devra  viser  au  rapprochement  entre  elles  des 
liens  de  commerce  et  de  l'échange  profitable  de  leurs  produits. 

L'idée  de  réciprocité  commerciale  a,  comme  corollaire  logique, 
la  réciprocité  dans  les  moyens  {)ar  lesquels  se  tait  ce  commerce. 
Les  Répuhlicjues  américaines  se  sont  déjà  unies  dans  un  j:;ran(l 
projet  de  coopération  pour  le  déveloj)periient  de  leurs  îacilitéa  tic 
transport  par  terre;  leur  relation  géographique  suggère  l'égale 
importance  d'un  système  quelconque  pour  reconquérir  à  leur  profit 
le  contrôle  et  l'expansion  du  transport  de  leur  commerce  par  voie 
de  mer. 
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ETATS-UNIS. 

ASSOCIATION  NATIONALE  DES  MANUFACTURIERS. 

Par  Thkouokk  C.  Skarcii.  Prc'siJcnt, 

Cette  association  peut  être  mentionnée  comme  une  des  plu- 
sieurs agences  importantes  établies  pour  Tencourapjemcnt  du  com- 
merce entre  les  différentes  contrées  (jui  tont  partie  de  l'Union 
Internationale  America  i  ne,  et  c'est  pour  cette  raison  t^uun  résume 
de  se"-  projet^  vx  de  son  trav:iil  c^r  donné  ci-di^sous. 

L'association  représente  les  etiorts  unis  des  nianutacturiers.  pour 
augmenter  leurs  intérêts  communs  pat  les  méthodes  commerciales 
qui  peuvent  être  le  mieux  employées  par  une  organisation  aussi 
étendue  comme  projets  et  comme  association.  Réprésentante  de 
presque  chaque  branche  importante  de  Tindustrie  et  de  tous  les 
principaux  districts  manu&cturiers  des  Etats-Unis,  l'association 
est  essentiellement  nationale  dans  son  organisation  et  ne  l'est  pas 
moins  dans  son  but  et  les  moyens  par  lesquels  leur  réalisation 
sera  accomplie  Son  président,  son  sécrétaire  et  son  trésorier  sont 
choisis  par  les  nienil)rts  de  l'assmnation  en  aaseniblrt  annuelle, 
¿ans  regarder  a  la  localité,  et  stipulation  est  faite  dans  la  constitu- 
tion pour  que  l'on  puisse  élire  d'une  manière  semblable  un  vice- 
président  parmi  les  membres  de  chaque  Etat.  Le  comité  exécutif 
par  lequel  sont  dirigés  les  fonctionnaires  de  Tassociation,  se 
compose  des  vice-présidents  des  douzes  plus  grands  Etats  manu 
facturiers,  de  fonctionnaires  principaux,  et  de  quatre  membres 
extraordinaires. 

La  politiijue  générale  de  l'Association  est  fixér  dans  l'assemblée 
annuelle,  et  <les  li«rne>  ^{>eei ricjue^  de  travail  Mint  indiquées  au 
comité  executii.  <jui  à  son  tour  confère  au  président  de  lartj;es 
pouvoirs  discrétionnaires,  le  constituant  ainsi  chef  du  pouvoir 
exécutif  de  l'organisation.  Le  travail  de  l'Association  Nationale 
des  Manu^cturiers  peut  se  diviser  en  deux  classes,  celui  qui  se  rap- 
porte aux  intérêts  domestiques  manufacturiers  des  Etats-Unis,  et 
celui  (jui  se  rapporte  au  commerce  américain  avec  les  jiays  étran- 
gers. 
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Dans  la  premiere  ciasse  peuvent  se  grouper  les  objets  spccihc^ucs 
suivants  : 

1.  La  conservation  du  marcht!  du  pays. 

2.  L'unification  des  classifications  des  Iréts  de  chemin  de  fer. 

3.  L'amélioration  des  communications  par  eau  à  l'intérieur. 

4.  La  création  d'un  department  fédéral  de  commerce  et 
d'Industrie. 

5.  L'établissement  d'une  loi  nationale  de  faillites. 

Parmi  les  objets  qui  se  rapportent  au  commerce  extérieur,  les 

suivants  peuvent  ctre  enumeres: 

1.  L'investigation  des  marchés  (  tran<;ers. 

2.  L'établissements  d'entrepôts  dans  les  centres  commerciaux 
à  l'étranger,  pour  l'exposition  d'échantillons  de  manuiacture 
américaine. 

3.  L'amélioration  du  service  consulaire. 

4.  La  restauration  de  la  marine  marchande  américaine. 

5.  La  construction  du  canal  de  Nicaragua  sous  le  contrôle 
américain. 

6.  Le  rétablissement  des  rrairés  de  réciprocité  commerciale. 
Bien  que  lc>  projets  ci-dessus  ineinionncs  rentcrmcnt  les  plus 

importantes  lignes  de  travail  que  l'Association  se  propose,  iU  ne 
comprennent  pas  tout  le  champ  possible  de  son  activité;  car  ces 
projets  entraînent  des  entreprises  incidentes  ou  dérivées  qui  aug- 
mentent grandement  le  travail  accompli  actuellement  Quoique 
cette  Association  ait  attiré  le  plus  l'attention  par  ses  efforts  pour 
l'extension  du  commerce  extérieur  des  Etats-Unis,  on  peut  voir  par 
rénumération  de  ses  projets  que  l'organisation  n'est  pas  maintenue 
dans  le  seul  but  du  développement  du  commerce  extérieur.  Ses 
prujcti  nationaux  ne  sont  pas  moins  importants  que  son  travail  à 
l'étranger. 

D'abord  l'Association  est  purement  américaine  sous  tous  les  rap- 
ports. Bien  qu'elle  soit  entièrement  en  dehors  de  la  sphère  poli- 
tique, et  compte  parmi  ses  membres,  des  hommes  de  vues  politi- 
ques définies  et  entièrement  différentes,  l'Association  Nationale 
des  Manufacturiers  est  ferme  et  clairement  pour  la  [)rotection  des 
industries  du  pays,  affirmant  qu'il  n'y  a  aucun  marché  au  monde 
d'une  aussi  grande  importance  pour  les  manufacturiers  améri- 
cains que  celui  de  leur  propre  ])ays.    Cependant  ic  tarit  est 
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regarde  par  l'Association  roninic  un  prohlt  nie  de  commerce,  et 
non  coiîiint:  un  sujet  capital  de  politicpie,  et  lajustt ment  des 
droits,  de  manière  à  égaliser  le  coût  des  articles  importés  et  des 
marchandises  fabriquées  aux  t)tats-Uriis,  constitue  en  toute  pro- 
babilité l'opinion  qu'ont  la  plupart  des  membres  de  l'Association 
sur  le  tarif.  Quand  le  sentiment  de  l'Association  fiit  exprimé 
par  l'assemblée  annuelle,  en  janvier  1897,  ses  idées  de  tarif  furent 
ainsi  exprimées  dans  cette  résolution: 

^Résoltf,  Que  les  droits  devront  être  tels  qu'ils  soient  d'accord 
avec  la  protection  suffisante  à  nos  industries  marail.icturières  et 
agricoles,  et  le  travail  qu'elles  emploient.  Le  tarif  ne  devra 
contenir  que  des  droits  spécifiques,  OU  des  droits  combinés  ad 
valorem  et  spécifiques. 

Aucune  partie  du  travail  national  de  l'Association  n'a  attiré 
plus  d'attention  que  celui  qui  a  été  íãit  pour  la  création  d'un 
Département  Fédéral  de  Commerce  et  d'Industrie.  Cette  idée, 
suggérée  il  y  a  longtemps  mais  bientôt  négligée,  a  été  rappelée 
d'une  manière  proéminente  à  l'attention  publique  pendant  ces 
dernières  années  et  on  s'est  occupé  beaucoup  de  faire  connaître 
les  avantages  du  nouveau  dt  partnient  proposé.  Des  projets  de  loi 
pour  la  création  de  ce  département  ont  été  continuellement  pré- 
sentés et  une  vigoureuse  campagne  d'éducation  a  été  menée.  Le 
but  de  la  législation  demandée  est  de  réunir  en  une  seule  branche 
du  gouvernement  national,  toutes  les  fonctions  qui  se  rapportent 
aux  industries  et  au  commerce  de  la  nation,  afin  que  ces  intérêts 
puissent  être  mieux  avancés  qu'ils  ne  le  sont  sous  le  régime  actuel. 
Au  moyen  d'un  comité  actif  de  ses  membres,  et  par  la  circulation 
d'une  grande  quantité  de  publications  relatives  à  la  cpustion, 
l'a.ssociation  a  maintenu  éveillée  l'attention  liu  [)ublic  à  ce  sujet. 

Le  travail  (jue  tait  l'Assix-iation  Nationale  des  Manuiucturiers 
pour  l'extension  du  conunerce  étran^rer  des  Ftats-L'nis  est  proba- 
blement du  plus  grand  intérêt  pour  ceux  qui  liront  cet  article. 
Dans  ce  travail,  comme  dans  tout  autre,  l'Association  essaye  d'ap* 
pliquer  des  procédés  commerciaux  pratiques. 

Les  plans  de  ce  travail  pourvoient  à  l'investigation  soigneuse  de 
nouveaux  débouchés  pour  les  produits  américains,  à  l'étude  des  con- 
ditions commerciales  des  différentes  contrées,  et  à  la  fixation  rigour- 
euse, autant  que  possible,  des  classes  de  marchandises  américaines 
vendables  dans  les  diiférents  mar(  hes,  ainsi  que  des  conditions 
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deconcurrence  qu'on  y  rencontrera.  Ce  travail  est  préliminaire 
et  préparatoire  aux  entreprises  plus  développées,  dans  le  but  de 
l'établissement  de  dépôts,  sous  la  direction  de  l'Association,  dans 
les  centres  commerciaux  de  l'étranger  qui  sembleront  offrir  les 
meilleures  opportunités  du  développement  d'un  commerce  plus 
grand.  Ces  agences  sont  destinées  à  être  des  entrepôts  pour 
l'exposition  de  marchandises  américaines  de  tout  genre,  ou  salles 
dVc  tuintillons  où  les  inurc}uiiuli.ses  acturllrs  seront  \  virs  et  exami- 
nées par  ceux  (jni  désirent  les  acheter.  La  valeur  dv  crttv  méthode 
d'entraîner  le  commerce  extérieur  est  manifeste  à  ceux  qui  ont 
essayé  de  vendre  des  marchandises  sans  les  échantillons  ou  autre 
aide  que  les  descriptions  verbales  et  les  catalogues.  La  direction 
de  l'Association  Nationale  des  ManuÊicturiers  croit  que  ce  plan  peut 
être  appliqué  dans  beaucoup  de  pays  étrangers  et  y  produire  des 
résultats  hautement  satisÊiisants,  surtout  dans  les  centres  commer* 
ciaux  de  l'Amérique  Latine.  Des  recherches  dans  ce  but  ont  été 
entamées  dans  plusieurs  contrées  et  la  première  des  expositions 
d'échantillons  du  système  proposé  est  en  voie  d'organisation  à 
Caracas,  Vénézuéla,  sous  des  conditions  très  ia\  orablt  rrèèes  par 
une  concession  spéciale  reçue  du  gouvernement  vénézuélien. 

Puisque  l'idée  de  la  formation  d'entrep()ts  constitue  un  des  traits 
principaux  du  travail  de  l'Association,  il  serait  peut  être  bon  de 
démontrer  plus  amplement  ses  fins,  disant  ce  qu'on  se  propose 
d'accomplir  au  moyen  de  l'établissement  de  Caracas. 

1.  Cet  établissement  offrira  une  exposition  continuelle  d'échan* 
tillons  en  des  conditions  qui  assureront  une  attention  soigneuse 
des  acheteurs  possibles. 

2.  Il  ser\  ira  de  bureau  principal  pour  le-  represe  ntants  des  expo- 
sants qui  peuvent  visiter  le  X'éné'/néla  dans  le  but  de  vendre  des 
marchandises  ou  d'examiner  le  marché,  A  ces  représentants  les 
facilités  des  entrepè)ts  rendront  un  service  inestimable  sous  ibrme 
d'inibrmations  et  d'avis  se  rapportant  aux  affaires  de  commerce. 

3.  L'entrepôt  peut  servir  de  dépôt  pour  l'emmagasinage,  à  un  prix 
modéré,  des  marchandises  destinées  à  être  vendues  au  Vénézucla. 

4.  L'entrepôt  peut  servir  comme  agent  d'expédition  des  mar- 
chandises en  transi t<  s'occupant  de  Penregistrement,  du  payement 
des  fréts,  des  droits,  etc. 

5.  Pour  l  instruction  des  courtiers  de  commerce  t^ui  lont  le  com- 
merce au  V'cnézuéla  ou  aux  autres  Républiques  de  TAmcrique 
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Latine,  l'entrepôt  sera  une  rcolc  adrninihle,  vu  <|ii  il  Icurotfrira  des 
opportunités  exceptionnelles  pour  I  etude  des  conditions  commer* 
dales  hispano-américaines  et  de  leurs  procrdt' s  commerciaux. 

6.  Pour  le  recueil  d'informations  utiles  à  ceux  qui  désireront 
s'eiigager  dans  le  commerce  au  V^énczucla,  l'entrepôt  pourra  aussi 
rendre  de  grands  services.  Il  appartiendra  à  la  direction  de 
l'entrepôt  de  recueillir  des  données  complètes  et  dignes  de  con- 
fiance sur  toutes  matières  se  rapportant  aux  intérêts  commerciaux 
de  rAméri(juc. 

y.  Des  f'rhantillons  (1<  iiiarchantliso  vendues  au  X'énézuéla, 
des  catalogues,  des  listes  dt  pri  x,  etc.,  seront  rassemblés  pour  l'usage 
de  la  direction  de  l'entrepôt  et  des  commis  voyageurs  représentant 

les  exposants. 

8.  Des  informations  à  propos  des  nouvelles  entreprises  et  des 
opportunités  de  commerce  seront  soigneusement  rassemblées,  et 
communiquées  avec  promptitude  à  ceux  qui  y  seront  intéressés  et 
qui  auront  droit  à  ce  service  comme  membres  de  l'Association 
Nationale  des  Manutacturicr.-.,  ou  connue  participants  de  l'expo- 
sition. 

La  x  i>ite  ci  une  commission  de  manuiacturiers  américains  à 
rAmcnquc  du  Sud,  l'été  passé,  qui  attira  tant  d'attention  dans  le 
mond('  rommrrcial,  a  été  projetée  et  accomplie  par  l'Association 
Nationale  des  Manu&cturiers.  Pendant  un  voyage  de  trois  mois 
au  Brésil,  à  la  République  Argentine  et  à  l'Uruguay,  cette  com- 
mission a  réuni  des  informations  de  beaucoup  de  valeur  se  rap- 
portant aux  possibilités  de  l'extension  du  commerce  des  Etats- 
Unis  avec  ces  pays.  Le  rapport  de  cette  commission  forme  un 
gros  \  ()hiim  qui  i  st  regardé  en  général  ( oinme  un  des  traités  les 
plus  complets  ft  l<  s  plus  intelligents  sur  1  Amérique  du  Sud  qui 
ajamáis  été  publie. 

Cette  entreprise  a  été  observée  avec  le  plus  profond  intérêt  et 
chaque  trait  en  a  été  soigneusemt  nt  noté  par  les  cercles  commcr» 
ciaux  étrangers.  Elle  a  été  le  sujet  de  rapports  spéciaux  envoyés 
à  leurs  gouvernements  par  les  consuls  étrangers  établis  aux  Etats- 
Unis,  et  les  journaux  et  les  feuilles  commerciales  de  l'Angleterre 
et  du  continent  l'ont  discutée*  en  entier  comme  un  incident  d'une 
grande  importance  pour  le  développement  du  commerce  extériei  r 
des  Ivtats-L  nis.  Bien  (pie  le  travail  île  cette  ronuiiission  ait  été 
d'un  grand  proht  aux  relations  commerciales  des  Etats-Unis  a\ec 
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les  I onrrt'cs  sutl-anirrii  aines,  et  ait  piar»'  I'A^xH'iation  en  pfrande 
evidence  au  pays  et  à  i'ctianger.  il  a  aussi  strvi  à  convaincre  les 
nations  étrangères  des  intentions  sérieuses  des  manulkcturiers  des 
Etats-Unis  dans  leurs  etforts  pour  augmenter  le  commerce  exté- 
rieur. 

L'exemple  donné  par  l'Association  Nationale  des  Manufactu- 
riers en  accomplissant  avec  un  succcs  aussi  éclatant  cette  tournée 
commerciale  de  l'Amérique  du  Sud,  a  été  suivi  de{)uis  par  Tenvoî 
en  Chine,  par  l'Angleterre,  la  France  et  rAllcniagne,  de  semblables 

cclairt  ur-^  d<-  cDiiimcrce. 

L  n  des  docunu  nts  les  plus  iiUcrcssuiu^  puhlir  jxir  I'Asxk  larion 
est  le  rapport  détaille  sur  le  commerce  et  les  industries  du  Ja|)on, 
qui  résume  les  résultats  des  recherches  étendues  poursuivies  dans 
ce  pays  par  M.  Robkrt  P.  Porter,  jadis  directeur  du  onzième 
recensement  des  Etats-Unis  et  un  statisticien  distingué.  Ce 
rapport  embrasse  toutes  les  industries  importantes  du  Japon  et 
s'occupe  surtout  de  celles  dont  la  concurrence  a  été  le  plus  vive^ 
ment  ressentie  aux  Etats-Unis,  rendant  utiles  beaucoup  d'infor- 
mations înte'ressantes  et  précieuses  (pii  jusqu'ici  n'avaient  pas  été 
à  hi  purtt  e  îles  commerçants  et  des  personnes  qui  sappliijuent  à 
ce  genre  (lV-tud(  s. 

Les  reciierches  laites  par  M.  Porti  r  au  nom  de  l'Association 
n'ont  pas  seulement  dissipé  les  illusions  de  désastre  imminent  dont 
les  manufacturiers  amérit  ains  se  croyaient  menacés  j^ar  la  con- 
currence des  industries  à  développement  rapide  du  Jaf>on,  mais  * 
ont  ikit  savoir  que  l'empire  du  Mikado  possède  de  grandes  possi- 
bilités comme  débouché  de  beaucoup  d'espèces  de  produits  améri- 
cains, surtout  les  machines  et  les  produits  manufiicturés. 

L'Association  ipii  (  roit  que  l:i  plus  grande  efficai  ir<  du  service 
consulaire  ne  pt  ut  être  oln(  riuc  que  par  le  choix  (i  licMnnit  s  com- 
pétents et  en  rendant  permanentes  leurs  ionctions,  a  déployé  beau- 
coup d'énergie  pour  Taccom plissement  de  ce  but.  Beaucoup  de 
consulats  ont  été  soigneusenu  nt  et  impartialemenr  (  x aminés  et 
des  recommendations  spécifiques  à  leur  égard  ont  été  transmises 
au  Président  et  au  Secrétaire  d'Etat. 

Une  caractéristique  importante  du  travail  de  l'Association 
National  des  Manutacturiers  est  l'édition  d'une  grande  quantité  de 
publications  tie  valeur  et  d'un  intérêt  général  pour  les  manutac- 
turiers.   Les  "Circulaires'"  d  intormation  publiées  par  le  Bureau 
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de  Publicirc  dr  V A>soc\:it\on  out  rendu  de  vrais  her\  ii  rs  pour  la 
promotion  des  intérêts  de  l'Association.  Ces  circulaires  sont  en 
forme  de  brochures  venant  en  grandeur  d'une  seule  feuille  à  des 
volumes  de  cent  soixante-quatre  i)ages,  et  ils  sont  distribués  gratis 
aux  manufacturiers  des  Etats-Unis  et  à  beaucoup  de  maisons 
étrangères  de  commerce. 

La  publication  la  plus  im(M>rtante  entreprise  par  l'Association  est 
celle  de  Talmanach  des  acheteurs  foît  aves  les  noms  des  membres, 
ai  i.iiigés  et  classés  de  façon  à  montrer  le  genre  de  commerce  de 
chacun,  avec  l'intormation  la  plus  nécessaire  au  commerçant 
étranger  désireux  d  iu  heter  des  marchandises  américaines.  Cet 
almanach  est  en  voie  de  préparation  pour  être  prochainement  publié 
et  une  grande  édition  seni  distribuée  parmi  les  marchands  dans  les 
pays  de  langue  anglaise.  On  songe  à  d'autres  éditions  en  autres 
langues.  L'Association  publie  aussi,  pour  l'usage  seulement  des 
membres,  des  bulletins  confidentiels  qui  donnent  des  informations 
sur  les  besoins  des  acheteurs  étrangers  de  marchandises  américaines. 
Les  bureaux  généraux  de  l'Association  Nationale  des  Manufac- 
turiers sont  situés  au  No.  17^1  North  h'ourth  Street,  Philadelphi.u 
l  '.  S.  A., où  le  travail  est  tait  st)us  la  surveillance  personnelle  du  presi- 
dent. Les  diferentes  branches  du  travail,  s  étendant  à  plusieurs  pays 
étrangers  éloignés,  convergent  toutes  à  ce  point  et  ce  bureau  est  en 
communication  étroite  avec  un  grand  nombre  de  correspondants  et 
d'agents  payés  établis  dans  les  centres  principaux  du  monde.  Bien 
que  l'Association  n'ait  été  établie  que  depuis  deux  ans  et  demi 
elle  compte  près  de  1000  membres  parmi  les  manufacturiers  les 
mieux  connus  et  les  plus  importants  des  Etats-Unis,  et  son 
influence  s'est  rendue  évidente  dans  plusieurs  parties  du  monde. 

Ce  coiiinK  lUaire  récent  du  "  British  Trade  Journal"  est  une  indi- 
cation Mire  lie  l'intérêt  avec  lequel  le  travail  de  l'Association  est 
regardé  à  l  etranger. 

*"ll  serait  désirable  qu'une  association  semblable  à  celle  des 
Manufacturiers  des  Etats-Unis  existât  dans  ce  pays.  A  présent 
nos  intérêts  manufacturiers  sont-  désorganisés.  Nous  avons,  c'est 
vrai,  des  associations  dans  plusieurs  commerces,  mais  il  n'y  a  pas 
d'association  centrale  de  manufacturiers.  La  Chambre  Associée 
de  Commerce  est  la  seule  corporation  qui  répond  à  l'association 
américaine,  mais  dans  cette  asso(  iution  les  intérêts  des  manufac- 
turiers sont  absorbés  par  ceux  de  la  classe  mercantile  dont  les 
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vues,  sur  beaucoup  de  questions  importantes,  sont  diamétralement 
opposées  n  celles  des  uianuiacturiers.  Ainsi,  les  nimuiiat  tiiriers 
britanni(ju(s  comme  classe,  '^ont  absolument  méprix-»  par  la 
Chambre  de  Commerce,  et  la  grande  masse  des  manutacturicrs, 
dont  les  intérêts  dans  le  pays  sont  plus  importants  que  ceux  des 
agents,  sont  en  effet  ignoré-." 

Les  demandes  de  publications  de  l'Association  et  d'informations 
sur  des  afluíres  commerciales,  soit  d'une  nature  spécifique  ou  générale, 
reçues  de  n'importe  quelle  partie  du  monde  seront  répondues  aussi 
promptement  que  possible  et  sans  aucune  dépense. 


BOLIVIE. 

CONCESSION  D'UN  CHEMIN  DE  FER, 

Le  consul  général,  chargé  d'affaires  de  Belgique  à  Santiago  lait 
saviiir  tpie  le  gouverncnu  nr  bolivien  vient  ilaccordi-r  à  Mr.  Do- 
mingo Costa  la  concession  d'un  chnnin  de  ier  (jui  partira  du  port 
sur  le  Pacitîque  que  la  Bolivie  doit  acquérir  du  Chili  en  vertu 
d'un  récent  traité,  passera  par  Orouro,  pour  aboutir  à  Cochabamba. 

Les  travaux  de  ce  chemin  de  fer  seront  commencés  trois  mois 
après  l'approbation  des  plans«  qui  devront  être  présentés  six  mois 
après  la  signature  du  contrat.  La  voie  aura  un  écartement  d'un 
mètre.  Une  longueur  de  kilomètres  devra  être  livrée  anuelle- 
ment  au  trafic.  Le  gouvernement  garantit  un  intérêt  de  6  p.  c.  sur 
le  capital,  [>ayable  avrc  les  50  p.  c.  du  reven  i  de  la  ilouane  dans  le 
susdit  port  du  Pacifique. 

COMPAGNIE  DE  CHEMINS  DE  FER  DE  LA  BOLIVIE  ORIENTALE. 

Mr.  C.  de  CoLToui.v,  Chargé  d  atiain  <  de  Francf^  à  La  Paz, 
écrit  ce  cpii  suit  en  date  du  15  avril  à  pro[K)b  tie  la  con- 

cession de  chemin  de  ter  accordée  à  un  citoyen  des  Etats-Unis: 
Le  gouvernement  bolivien  vient  d'accorder  à  M.  Sw  an,  la  con- 
cession d*un  chemin  de  fer  qui,  partant  d'un  point  à  déterminer 
sur  la  rive  droite  du  Paraguay,  aboutirait  à  vSanta  Cruz  de  la  Sierra, 
capitale  du  département  de  ce  nom.    Des  ramifications  i^nt 
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prévues  dans  la  direction  du  Beni,  de  l'Acre,  et  du  Madre  de 
Dios.  Le  syndicat  conccshionnairc  f">r  l'Anierican  Development 
Conipaii)  et  la  compagnie  s'  organiserait  sous  le  nom  de  Bolivian 
Oriental  Railway  Company. 

La  compagnie  reçoit  du  gouvernement  une  garantie  d'intérêt 
de  6  pour  cent  pendant  vingt  années,  avec  hypothèque  sur  les  reve- 
nus des  douanes  présentes  et  futures  de  ta  région  du  Paraguay  et 
de  celle  du  Beni;  cession  de  8,500  lieues  carrées  de  terres  va- 
cantes, dont  3,000  dans  le  Chaco,  3,000  dans  le  Nord*Ouest  Boli- 
vien, 2,000  dans  les  départements  du  Beni  et  de  Santa  Cruz;  fran- 
chise à  l  impoitation  du  inari  rit  1  nécessaire. 

L  f  lUicprise  devra  drp(»«!r  la  garantie  de  50,000  boliviens 
dans  un  délai  de  douze  mois  à  partir  du  1  cr  iévrier. 


BRÉSIL^FRANCE. 

LE  TRAl  TÉ  D'ARBITRAGE, 

M.  Prcdf.ntk  dy.  Mok Al  sa  transmis  le  10  mai  au  Congrrs.  pour 
recevoir  son  approbation.  \r  traité  d'arbitrage  conclu  ie  10  avril 
pour  le  règlement  tie  la  question  de  limites  entre  la  Guyane 
irant^aisc  et  le  Brésil. 

\'oici  une  traduction  française  du  texte  portugais  de  ce  traité, 
publié  dans  le  *^^Paiz"  du  12  mai: 

Le  gouvernement  de  la  République  ilcs  Ruits-Uni>  Ju  Brésil  et  le  gouverne- 
ment de  la  République  française,  désirant  fixer  déiînitii'Cmenl  les  trontières  du 
Brésil  et  de  la  Ciuyane  trançaise,  >ont  ff^Tn  cmuis  de  recourir,  dan»  ce  but,  à  la 
décision  arbitrale  du  gouvernement  de  la  Confédération  sui^-.e. 

L'arbitre  sera  in\  ité  A  décider  quelle  est  la  rivière  Japoc  ou  V  inccnt  Pinson 
et  à  fixer  la  limite  intérieure  du  territoire. 

l'our  !a  (.onclui-ion  du  irailc,  Ici  deux  gouvernements,  ont  nonunc  leur»  pléni- 
potentiairei,  savoir  : 

Le  président  de  U  République  des  Etats-Unis  du  Brésil  a  nommé  le  général 
de  brigade  Dyonisio  Evangelista  de  Castro  Cerquei  ru,  minisire  d'  Etat  aux 
affaires  étrangères. 

Le  président  de  la  République  Française  a  nommé  M.  Stephen  Pichón,  envoyé 
extraordinaire  et  ministre  plénipotentiaire  de  la  même  République  au  Brésil. 

Lesquels,  après  avoir  échangé  leurs  pleins  pouvoirs,  qui  ont  été  trouvés  en 
bonne  et  due  t'orme^  ont  arrêté  les  articles  suivants: 
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Artici  F  1er. — La  République  des  Etats-Unis  du  Brésil  prétend  que,  con- 
forménu-nt  ;ni  sen*  rréci'î  de  l'article  8  du  traité  d'Utrccht,  la  rivière  japoc 
ou  V  mcciu  Pinson  est  l'Oyapor  qui  débouche  dans  l'Occàn,  à  1'  ouest  du  cap 
d'Orange,  et  que  la  ligne  de  démarcation  doit  suivre  le  thalut:^  de  cette 
rivière. 

La  République  Française  prétend  que,  conformément  au  sens  précis  de  1'  ar- 
ticle du  traité  d*Utrecht,  la  rivière  Japoc  ou  Vincent  Pinson  est  la  rivière 
Araguary  (Araouary),  qui  débouche  dans  TOcéan  au  sud  du  cap  Nord,  et  que 
la  ligne  de  démarcation  doit  suivre  le  thaiuyg  de  cette  rivière. 

L'arbitre  résoudra  définitivement  les  pretentions  des  deux  parties  en  adoptant 
dans  sa  sentence,  qui  sera  obligatoire  et  sans  appel,  une  des  deux  rivières 
réclamées  comme  limite,  ou,  s'il  le  juge  bon,  une  des  rivières  comprises  entre 
elles. 

Art.  2.  La  République  des  Etats-L^nis  du  Brésil  prétend  que  la  limite 
intérieure,  dont  une  partie  a  été  reconnue  provisoirement  par  la  convention  de 
Paris  du  2H  août  1817,  c-t  le  parallèle  2  24.'  qui,  partant  de  l'Oyapoc,  va 
aboutir  à  la  frontière  dt-  I.i  (íuyanc  hollandaise. 

La  France  preiciid  que  la  iiuiitc  iiitciicure  est  une  litrnc  qui,  partant  de  ia 
source  principale  du  bras  principal  de  l'Araguary,  se  dirige  vers  l'ouest  paral- 
lèlement au  fleuve  des  Amazones,  jusqu'à  la  rive  gauche  du  rio  Branco  et  suit 
cette  rivière  jusqu'à  sa  rencontre  avec  le  point  extrême  de  la  montagne  Acarary. 

L'arbitre  décidera  définitivement  quelle  est  la  limite  intérieure,  en  adoptant 
dans  sa  sentence,  qui  sera  obligatoire  et  sans  appel,  une  des  lignes  revendiquées 
par  les  deux  parties  ou  en  choisissant  comme  solution  intermédiaire,  a  partir  de 
la  source  principale  de  la  rivière  adoptée  comme  étant  le  japoc  ou  Vincent 
Pinson  jusqu'à  la  frontière  de  la  Guyane  hollandaise,  la  ligne  de  partage  des  eaux 
du  bassin  des  Ama/oncs  qui,  dans  cette  région,  est  constituée  en  presque  totalité 
par  la  ligne  de  faite  des  monts  Tumuc-Humar. 

Art.  3.  Afin  de  mettre  l'arbitre  A  même  de  prononcer  sa  sentence,  chacune  des 
deux  parties  devra,  dans  le  délai  de  huii  nmis  aprè*-  l'échange  des  ratifications 
du  présent  traiic,  lui  pré>enter  un  Mémoire  contenant  l'exposé  de  ses  droits  et 
les  documents  à  l'appui.  Ces  mémoires,  imprimés,  seront  en  même  temps  corn 
muniqués  aux  parties  contractantes. 

Art.  4.  A  l'expiration  du  délai  prévu  dans  l'art.  3,  chacune  des  parties  aura 
un  nouveau  délai  de  huit  mois  pour  présenter  à  l'arbitre,  si  elle  le  juge  con- 
venable, un  second  mémoire  en  réponse  aux  arguments  de  l'autre  partie. 

Art.  5.  L'arbitre  aura  le  droit  d'exiger  des  parties  les  éclaircissements  qu'il 
jugera  nécessaires  et  de  régler  les  termes  non  prévus  de  la  procédure  d'arbitrage 
et  !e<  incidents  occurrcnts. 

Ar  1 .  6.  Le?  dépendes  de  la  procédure  d'arbitrage,  établies  par  l'arbitre,  seront 
par'agéo  par  moitié  entre  les  parties  contractantes. 

Art.  7.  l.cs  cnmnuirnrarion«  en're  les  représentants  des  parties  contractantes 
se  feront  par  l'intermédiare  du  département  des  affaires  étrangères  delà  Confédéra- 
tion Suisse. 

Art.  8.  L'arbitre  se  prononcera  dans  le  délai  maximum  d'un  an  à  compter 
du  dépôt  des  premiers  mémoires,  ou  des  seconds  si  les  parties  ont  répliqué. 
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Art.  q.  Ce  traité,  les  formalités  legales  une  fois  remplies,  sera  ratifié  par  les 
deux  gouvernements,  et  les  ratifications  seront  échangé  dans  la  capitale  ñáé" 
rale  des  £tats-Unu  du  Brésil,  dans  le  délai  de  quatre  mois,  ou  avant  s'il  est 
possible. 

En  foi  de  quoi,  1<.^  plcni{>otentiaires  respectifs  signent  ledit  traité  et  y  appo- 
sent leurs  sceaux,  à  Rio  de  Janeiro,  capitale  fédérale  de  la  République  des  £tats-> 
Unb  du  Brésil,  le  10  avril  18 9-. 

L.  S,  Signé.    Dyon'ihio  E.  Castro  Cerqueira. 

L.  S.  Signé.    S.  FicHON. 


ÉTAT  DE  SAO  PAULO. 

Le  Bureau  doit  à  l'amabilité  de  M.  de  Mendonça,  Ministre 
du  Brésil  une  <  opic  du  message  du  Président  C  ampos  Salles 
iidrrs<^r  n  la  Lt  «j^islaturt-  de  l'Etat  de  Sào  Paulo  à  1  occasion  de  son 
ouverture  le     avril  dernier. 

Dans  le  message  référence  est  ¿lite  à  ramciioration  de  la  santé 
publique  dans  l'Etat,  et  on  exprime  la  croyance  qu'à  la  completion 
du  système  étendu  d'assainissement  du  port  de  Santos  et  d'ailleurs, 
le  retour  annuel  de  Tépidémie  de  la  fièvre  jaune  sera  complète- 
ment anéanti. 

Le  sujet  important  de  l'immigration  est  relevé  en  détail.  Pen- 
dant Tannée  i8t)6,  le  total  de  l'immigration  a  été  de  74,918.  H  est 
moriLK  LU  nlu>  (|ue  riininigradon  totale  dans  l'Etat  de  Sào  Paulo 
tlcfniis  1827  s'est  élevée  à  702,2 11  âmes,  dont  493,535  étaient  îles 
Italiens  et  le  reste  des  Portugais,  des  F!spagnols,  des  Allemands, 
etc.  Le  message  recommande  la  continuation  du  système  de 
l'immigration  subventionée.  £n  conclusion  de  ce  sujet  le  Prési- 
dent dit: 

C'est  mon  intention  de  créer  de  nouveaux  centres  chacun  issu 
exclusivement  d'une  seule  nationalité.  A  l'égard  des  avantages 
obtenus,  nous  pourrons  ainsi  étudier  et  reconnaître  pratiquement 

(pielles  sont  les  nationalités  qui  nous  tourniroiit  \v>  Ineilleur^  tvpes 
d'immigrante  j)uur  peupler  l'Ktat,  et  de  plus  or^anix  r  de  {nii>sants 
centres  d'attraction  par  le  moyen  desquels  nous  serons  à  même 
de  combattre  l'obstination  de  ces  gouvernements  étrangers  qui« 
mal  renseignés»  persistent  à  maintenir  contre  nous  des  mesures 
prohibitives. 

^Tels  sont  à  mon  avis,  les  deux  procédés  que  le  gouvemement 
de  l'Etat  doit  adopter  pour  la  solution  de  ce  double  problème  de 
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priiplcm<;nt  et  áv  travail.  Hans  une  artain-  d  une  aussi  grande 
importance  et  d'une  nécessité  aussi  urgente,  il  est  toutefois  néces- 
saire d'agir  avec  prudence,  tenant  compte  avant  tout  des  avis  de 
Tcxperience.  C'est  impossible  de  sauter  d'un  extreme  à  l'autre 
dans  des  aâaires  d'une  nature  ditScile  qui  exigent  de  la  part  du 
gouvernement,  une  conduite  circonspecte  et  prudente;  mais  je 
n'oublierai  jamais  que  la  question  de  l'immigration  est  de  la  plus 
grande  importance  pour  TEtat  de  Sflo  Paulo." 
La  longueur  des  voies  ferrées  est  la  suivante  : 

Longueur  des  voies  ferrées  en  opération  ,  , .  K    3,  037 

Longueur  des  voies  ferrées  sous  contrats   K  043 

Longueur  des  voies  ferrées  en  construction   K.  413 

Le  Président  recommande  chaleureusement  que  l'instruction 
publique  organisée  soit  généreusement  traitée.  La  somme 
demandée  dans  le  budget  pour  cet  object  est  de  6,736,820  milreis. 
Il  y  a  dans  l'Etat  2,246  écoles  publiques  auxquelles  on  peut 

ajouter  2,077  ^'coles  modèles  ou  privées.  La  matricule  des  élèves 
s'élève  au  nombre  de  32,467. 

Les  revenue  totaux  de  l'Etat  pour  l'année  fiscale  tie  1896  sont 
chittVés  à  57,329,364  $791,  et  les  dépenses  totales  à  $Jl»7 1^*337 
$2^1,  laissant  un  surplus  de  5,617,029  $540  à  ctre  ajouté  au 
crédit  de  Tannée  fiscale  de  1S97. 

£n  conclusion  le  Président  dit: 
L'ordre  se  mantient,  la  richesse  augmente,  des  industries  sont 
entreprises,  le  travail  est  récompense  et  attire  de  nouveaux  bras,  le 
sol  est  peuplé,  la  jeunesse  est  instruite  et  le  peuple  éduqué.  et 
dans  le  Cí  iurt  dr  l'énorme  mouvement,  irradiant  de  tous  côtés,  la 
lumière  \  i\ihante  de  la  liberté  s'élève,  souveraine,  inn)érissal)le, 
man  essihlt  aux  attaques,  et  supérieure  a  tout  danger,  la  RE- 
PÜBLiyUE." 

NOTE.— Le  tnilreis  brésUien  équivaut  à  présent  à  environ  20  cents  en  monnaie 
américaine. 
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COLOMBIE. 

MONOPÔLE  POUR  LA  FABRICATION  ET  VENTE  DBS  ALLU- 
METTES. 

Mr.  Jacob  Sleeper,  consul  général  des  Etats-Unis  à  Bogota» 
Colombie,  dans  une  communication  adressée  au  Drpartement 
d'Etat  en  date  du  1er.  juin  1897,  a  transmis  un  nuinéro  du  Diario 
Officiel  dans  lequel  ont  été  publiées  les  bases  du  contrat  pour  le 
monopole  des  allumettes  dans  cette  République,  dont  voici  les 
points  principaux: 

1.  Le  monopole  de  hi  iabrication  et  vente  des  allumettes  dans 
la  Colombie  pour  une  période  de  vin*xt-cinq  ans. 

2.  L'établissement  de  tiibriques  dans  certains  départements  de 
la  République. 

3.  Une  réduction  de  10  à  20  p.  c.  du  prix  actuel. 

4.  Le  payement  de  six  cent  quarante  mille. francs  par  an. 

5.  Le  payement  en  avance  de  huit  millions  de  francs  à  compte 
des  payements  annuels. 

Ce  contrat  sera  accordé  par  licitation,  qui  doit  avoir  lieu  quatre 
mois  à  partir  de  la  date  de  sa  publication  dans  la  Gazette  Officielle. 

COMPAGNIE  COLOMBIENNK  DR  L'EXPLOITATION  DE  CAOUT- 

CHOUC.  LIMITÉE. 

Une  compagnie  avec  le  nom  ci-dessus,  vient  d'être  inscrite  à 
Londres. 

La  valeur  du  stoc  k  est  r^riméc  à  $1.^00.000.  et  srs  buts  stipu- 
lés dans  les  articles  d  incorporarion  sont  les  suiv.inr^:  Poursuivre 
le  commerce  des  cultivateurs  d'arbres,  des  manutiicturiers  et  des 
marchands  de  caoutchouc;  demander  de  n'importe  quelle  com- 
pagnie, Ëtat,  souverain,  Gouvernement,  autorité,  personne  -ou  per- 
sonnes, des  concessions,  permissions,  options,  décrets,  pouvoirs  ou 
privilèges  quelconque;  et  poursuivre  en  plus,  dans  toutes  ses 
branches,  les  industries  d*une  compagnie  de  mines,  de  moulins  à 
blé,  de  fonte  à  métaux  et  de  métallurgie;  d'obtenir  des  terres  et 
propriétés  et  de  s'en  servir,  les  développer  et  les  îairr  valoir 
par  le  detrichcment,  le  drainage,  lagriculturc,  le  plantage  et  la 


Digitized  by  Google 


BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


construction:  projeter  des  villes  et  villages  et  y  attirer  l'ininiigra- 
tion;  construire  maintenir  et  exploiter  des  voies  terrées  et  des 
voies  à  tramways,  des  lignes  télégraphiques,  des  canaux,  des  rés- 
ervoirs, des  rues,  des  bâtiments^  des  machines  et  autres  travaux  et 
adaptations  de  toutes  sortes. 

Il  est  dit  que  cette  enterprise  est  la  conséquence  directe  du 
contrat  ùÂt  le  2  avril  1897  dtre  le  Syndicat  Colombien,  Limité, 
et  Mr.  B.  R.  Alena,  agissant  comme  administrateur  pour  et  de  la 
part  de  la  nouvelle  compagnie. 


HONDURAS. 

CONDITIONS  AGRICOLES  AU  HONDURAS. 
[Extrait  des  Rapports  Consulaires  pour  le  mois  de  juin  1897.] 

Mr.  I^.  J.  Faquin,  résident  de  Red  Fork,  dans  le  territoire  Indien, 
a  reçu  du  Président  du  Honduras  une  lettre  en  réponse  à  une 
demande  faite  sur  les  possibilités  de  la  culture  du  café  au  Hon- 
duras.  Mr.  Paquin  a  consenti  à  la  publication  de  la  lettre,  de 
laquelle  une  traduction  est  donnée  ci-dessous: 

Très  honoré  Monsieur.  Je  prends  plaisir  de  répondre  à  %'otre  lettre  du  mois  de 
janvier  dernier.  Je  puis  vous  assurer,  sans  crainte  de  me  tromper  ou  de  sembler 
exagérer,  que  parmi  tous  les  Etats  de  l'Amérique  Centrale»  le  Honduras  est 
celui  dont  les  terres  sont  le  mieux  adaptées  à  la  culture  du  cafS  ;  de  ces  terres, 
les  meilleures  se  trouvent  dans  les  départements  de  Capán,  de  Santa  Barbara, 
d'Yoro,  de  Cortez  et  d*01ancho,  qui  ont  l'avantage  d'être  situées  près  de  la  côte; 
â  l'intérieur  les  meilleures  terres  sont  celles  situées  dans  les  départements  d'EI 
Paraiso,  de  La  Paz  et  de  Comayagua. 

Je  trouve  bon  de  vous  rappeler  qu'à  cause  de  la  vaste  étendue  et  du  peu  de 
densité  de  la  population  du  territoire  du  Honduras,  il  est  très  ditücile  de  se  pro- 
procurer le  nombre  de  travailleurs  nécessaire*;  au  travail  agricole.  Cependant 
cette  difficulté  peut  être  facilement  surniontée,  si  les  parties  j'eiitraecant  dans 
une  entreprise  emmènent  avec  elle»  ou  Ibni  venir  des  travailleurs  étrangers,  qui 
sont  généreusement  protégés  par  la  loi  réglant  l'agriculture. 

D'ailleurs  U  ne  serait  plus  question  de  cette  difficulté  si  vous  choisissiez  les 
terres  voisines  des  villes,  mais  ces  terres  outre  qu'elles  ne  sont  pas  aussi  fertiles 
que  les  autres,  appartiennent  malheureusement  aux  villes,  et  afin  d'acquérir  50 
manzanas  (la  manzana  est  égale  à  100  yards  carrés),  qui  est  le  montant  maximum 
accordé  ¿  une  seule  personne,  il  serait  nécessaire  de  payer  annuellement,  comme 
loyer,  une  somme  de  25  sous  par  manzana. 
Bull.  2io.  2  11 
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En  cc  qui  concerne  les  terres  publiques,  elles  peuvent  être  acquises  gratuitemenc 
en  proportion  de  la  grandeurde  l'entreprise  qu'on  veut  établir,  et  le  Goiurernetnent 
n'aura  aucune  objection  à  accorder  des  concevions  qui  faciliteraient  grandement  le 
succès  de  l'entreprise. 

Le  prix  d»  plantations  est  ordinairement  de  $150  par  chaque  mille  arbres,  et 
la  production  moyenne  de  chaque  arbre,  après  la  seconde  ricolte,  est  de  t  livres 
par  an. 

Parmi  les  contrées  de  l'Amérique,  le  Honduras  est  la  plus  remarquable  par 

l'abondance  et  la  richesse  de  ses  mines  de  toutes  sortes,  et  je  puis  vous  assurer 
qu'une  entreprise  comme  celle-ci,  qui  serait  établie  sérieusement  et  bien  dirigée, 
trouverait  dans  toute  l'étendue  de  ce  territoire  des  veines  précieuses  qui  pour- 
raient être  travaillées  avec  succès.  Néanmoins  les  départements  de  l'Etat  qui 
promettent  le  plus  sous  ce  rapport  sont  :  Choluteca,  qui  est  sitné  sur  le  Paciñque 
et  renferme  de  riches  mines  d'or;  l'Olancho,  près  de  la  cùtc  septentrionale, 
dans  lequel  se  trouvent  de  nombreux  placements  auritères  et  des  rivières  conte- 
nant des  sables  d'or  très  précieux  ;  et  les  départements  de  Comayaga,  d'El  Paraíso, 
et  de  T^cigalpa,  qui  contiennent  des  mines  d'argent  qui  n'ont  jamais  été 
exploitées. 

Afin  d'acquérir  une  zone  minérale,  une  requête  doit  être  présentée  au 
Gouvernement,  qui  la  reconnaic,  pourvu  qu'elle  n'affecte  pas  des  droits  antérieure- 
ment acquis  par  une  autre  personne  ou  comjuignie.  La  partie  recevjmt  la  con- 
cession est  alors  obligée  à  payer  une  taxe  annuelle  de  a;  sous  par  chaque  manzana 

de  terre. 

Le  transport  se  tait  ordinairement  au  moyen  de  hètes  de  somme  et,  dans 
quelques  déi)artcmeius,  par  charrettes,  la  somme  payée  pour  l'un  ou  l'autre 
étant  relativement  modérée. 

Les  habitants  du  Honduras  sont  généreux  et  hospitaliers  envers  les  étrangers, 
et  leurs  lois  sont  libérales  et  offirent  ample  protection  aux  inunigranu  venant  au 
pays  pour  s'engager  dans  un  travail  honnête. 

Le  territoire  du  Honduras  est  entrecoupé  de  collines  et  de  vallées,  et  son 
climat  est  très  varié.  Sur  la  côte  il  fait  chaud,  mais  à  l'intérieur  et  sur  le» 
plateaux  et  dans  les  vallées,  le  climat  est  tempéré,  agréable  et  même  froid  dans 
quelques  endroits.  Par  cette  diversité  de  climat,  le  pays  est  tendu  convenable 
2  la  culture  de  presque  tous  les  produits  agricoles  de  toutes  les  zones.  La  seule 
ligne  de  chemin  de  fer  du  pays  qui  part  de  Puerto  Cortez,  sur  la  côte  de  l'At- 
lantique, 352  milles  de  longueur  et  se  termine  9  La  Pimienta,  traversant  du  nord 
au  sud  la  grande  et  tcrtile  vallée  d'fcl  Sula. 

Je  trouve  bon  de  dire  qu'avant  de  vous  eneager  dans  une  entreprise  dont  le 
succès  peut  être  douteux  il  serait  sage  de  venir  en  personne  ou  d'envoyer  au 
pays  quelqu'un  expérimenté  dans  ce  genre  d'affaires  en  qui  vous  pouvez  vous 
confier,  pour  fure  une  inspection  et  vous  assurer  d'avance  des  résultats  que  vous 
pouvez  attendre  de  vos  entreprises  prochaines,  agricoles  ou  minières. 
Je  suis,  avec  considération,  votre  dévoué  et  obéissant  serviteur, 

P.  Bonilla. 
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MEXIQUE. 

NOUVELLE  TAXE  MINIÈRE. 

Ce  qui  suit  est  une  traduction  de  la  nouvelle  taxe  minière  du 
Mexique,  qui  a  été  mise  en  vigueur  le  i*"^  juillet  1897. 

Art.  1.  Conformément  aux  provisions  de  cetce  loi,  Tor  et  l'argent  sont  soumis 
aux  taxes  et  frais  suivants: 

I.  Un  droit  de  marque  locale  ^u  taux  de  3  pour  cent  sur  la  valeur  desdits 

métaux. 

II.  Les  frais  de  monnayage  seront  au  taux  de  2  pour  cent  sur  les  mêmes 

métaux. 

III.  Les  trais  d'essai  seront  d'après  le  tarif  i^uc  le  département  des  ñnances 
pourra  publier  par  la  suite. 

IV'.  Les  frais  de  fonte,  de  raffinage  et  de  separation  seront  conformes  aux 
tarifs  respectifs  (juc  le  même  département  pourra  publier. 

AnT.  3.  L'évaluation  des  métaux  précieux,  afin  de  liquider  les  droits  de 
marque  et  de  monnayage  pour  les  valeurs  desquels  les  lois  monétaires  du  pays 
serviront  de  base,  la  valeur  actuelle  d'un  kilogramme  d'argent  étant  de  $40.91 
et  celle  d'un  kilogramme  d'or  de  $675.416. 

Aar.  3.  Les  prix  des  opérations  respectives  seront  considérés  selon  le  tarif 
que  les  subdivisions  III  et  IV  de  l'article  t  établissent  pour  la  perception  des 
frais. 

Art.  4.  Non-seulement  l'or  et  l'argent  en  barres  mélangées  ou  qui  consistent 
d'un  de  ces  métaux,  sont  sujets  au  pavement  des  taxes  et  frais  établis  dans 
l'article  l,  mais  aussi  les  sulphurcts  d'argent,  le  cuivre  et  le  plomb  argentifères, 
le  minéral  dans  son  état  naturel  ou  concentré,  ou  qui  a  été  raffiné  généralcnient 
ou  à  un  certain  degré,  et  tout  autre  minerai  ou  substance  qui  contient  de  l'argent 
ou  de  l'or. 

Aar,  5.  Les  frais  de  droit  de  marque,  de  monnayage  et  d'essû  seront  payes 
dan*  chaque  cas,  soit  que  la  substance  soit  présentée  pour  être  monnayée,  soit 
qu'elle  soit  pour  l'exportation.  Les  frais  de  la  fonte  ne  seront  perçut  que  sur  les 
substances  qui  ne  sont  pas  homogènes,  et  qui,  par  conséquent,  doivent  être  fon- 
dues pour  faire  l'évaluation  de  l'essai  et  la  liquider;  et  les  frais  de  raffinage  et 
de  séparation  ne  seront  appliqués  qu'aux  substances  destinées  à  être  monnayées. 

Les  monnaies  étrangères  sont  exemptées  des  charges  imposées  par  cette 
)oi,  maii  elle?!  y  seront  soumi^e?  sí  elles  sont  portées  à  l'hôtel  des  monnaies 
seulement  dans  le  but  d'être  mcuinayées;  dans  ce  cas  elles  paieront  les  trais 
de  monnayage,  et  dabs  certains  cas  aussi  ceux  qui  sont  établis  dans  les  sections 
m  et  ]y  dudit  article. 

Art.  6.  Le  payement  des  taxes  et  des  frais  respectifs  sera  effectué  à  l'hôtel 
des  monnaies  ou  dans  les  bureaux  d'essais,  que  les  métaux  soient  présentés  pour 
6cre  monnayés  ou  qu'ils  soient  destinés  á  l'exportation,  et  dans  chaque  cas  les 
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conditions  établtes  par  les  règlements  devront  ¿tre  remplies.  Les  payeurs  de 
taxes  qui  ne  peuvent  pas  fournir  la  preuve  d*avoir  payé  les  taxes  aux  établisse- 
ments mentionés,  et  qui  désirent  envoyer  i  l'étranger  de  Tor  ou  de  l'argent,  ou 
toute  autre  substance  contenant  ces  métaux,  pourront  effectuer  le  payement  i  la 
douane  sous  les  conditions  et  termes  stipulés  par  lesdîts  règlements. 

Akt.  7.  Le  payement  sera  fait  en  monnaie  courante  de  monnayage  mexi- 
cain, mais  quant  au  droit  de  marque,  les  bureaux  de  perception  attacheront 
et  annuleront  sur  les  documents  respectifs  qui  seront  délivrés  aux  payeurs 
de  taxes,  le  timbre  correspondant  au  n^ontant  de  ladite  taxe.  Ces  documents 
seront  rédigés  dans  la  tornic  que  les  règlements  stipuleront,  indiquant  la  valeur 
du  métal  et  le  montant  des  taxes  et  des  frais. 

.Art.  s.  ^uand  les  minerais  destinés  à  l'ctranger  proviennent  d'un  Etat  uù  ils 
ont  été  taxes  conformément  à  la  lui  du  6  juin  1887,  les  frais  de  monnayage  et  de 
droit  de  marque  pourront  être  liquidés,  prenant  pour  base— pourvu  toutefois 
que  le  Département  des  Finances  l'ait  ainsi  autorisé^la  valeur  donnée  aux 
minerûs  au  bureau  d'essai,  ou  i  celui  du  percepteur  des  contributions. 

Art.  9.  Les  établissements  métallur^ques,  qui,  par  les  stipulations  déclarées 
en  vigueur  â  la  date  de  cette  loi  jouissent  de  ce  privilège,  continueront  dans  la 
jouissance  du  privilège  de  l'exemption  du  payement  des  taxes  de  monnayage  sur 
l'argent  exporté  directement,  pourvu  toutefois  que  la  proportion  de  l'argent 
dans  les  plombs  argentifères  ne  dépasse  pas  7  milésimos,  et  celle  des  cuivres 
argcntitères  ne  dépasse  pas  20  müesimos  ;  mais  dans  le  cas  que  la  proportion  de 
l'argent  dépasse  ces  limites,  icsdits  établissements  payeront  les  taxes  de  mon- 
na%'age  sur  Texcédant.  Cette  exemption  s'applique  seulement  aux  produits 
sortant  des  établissements  qui  jouissent  de  cette  immunité,  et  non  aux  produits 
qu'ils  pourraient  obtenir  d'autres  établissements. 

Akt.  10.  Conformément  â  la  loi,  les  frais  de  monnayage  et  de  droit  de  marque 
sur  l'or  seront  estimés  d'après  la  valeur  intrinsèque  du  métal  précieux  que  con- 
tiennent les  minerais  exportés,  sujets  aux  seules  excepüons  stipulées  dans  les 
articles  suivants. 

Art.  1 1.  Sont  exemptes  du  payement  des  taxes  et  charges  stipulées  dans  cette 
loi,  les  substances  minérales  contenant  moins  de  250  grammes  d'argent  ou  10 
grammes  d'or  par  tonne,  la  proportion  entre  l'une  et  l'autre  limite  devant  être 
considérée  en  cas  de  mélange  des  deux  métaux. 

Art.  12.  I.cs  «substances  minérales  d'or  et  d'areent  qui  pourront  être  expor- 
tées dans  l'état  naturel,  ou  après  la  concentration  mécanique,  seront  soumises  aux 
frais  de  monnayat^e  '  t  aus>i  de  droit  tic  marque  sur  l'or  et  l'argent  qu'elles  con- 
tiennent, avec  une  réduction  de  i  o  pour  cent. 

Art.  13.  Si  le  département  des  finances  le  jugeait  convenable,  il  pourrait 
accorder  des  concessions  spéciales  aux  entreprises  qui  exportent  des  minerais  en 
grandes  quantités,  pourvu  que  ces  entreprises  puissent  prouver  d'une  manière 
satisfaisante,  au  moyen  de  leurs  livres  et  d'autres  document,  te  poids  et  la  pro- 
portion de  métal  des  minerais  à  exporter,  et  qu'elles  permettent  en  ce  but  l'inves- 
tigation absolue  des  inspecteurs  fiscaux.  Cette  concession  peut  être  étendue  pou  r 
que  les  exportateurs  puissent  s'arranger  pour  le  payement  d'une  somme  stipulée 
comme  rémunération  au  gouvernement,  pour  les  frais  d'essai  et  d'inspection  de 
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tels  métaux;  mais  dans  aucun  cas  l'exemption  ou  la  réduction  des  frais  de  droit 
de  marque  ec  de  monnayage  établis  par  cette  loi  ne  sera  accordée. 

AUT.  14.  Les  règlements  arrêteront  les  amendes  qu'encourront  les  violateurs 
de  cette  loi  et  la  manière  de  les  appliquer,  plaçant  «ûnsi  l'exportation  clandes- 
tine au  même  rang  que  ta  contrebande,  et  la  punissant  par  les  peines  imposées 
pour  ce  délit  par  les  ordonnances  et  autres  lois  relatives  aux  douanes. 

Aar.  15.  Les  producteurs  d'argent  contenant  de  l*or,  jouissent  de  la  faculté 
de  le  séparer  dans  leurs  propres  établissements,  et  dans  le  cas  où^s  présentent 
de  l'argent  comlñné  avec  un  autre  métal  à  un  bureau  quelconque  du  gouverne- 
mant  fédéral»  ils  auront  le  droit  de  séparer  l'or  dans  la  proportion  qu'ils  désirent 
payant,  conformément  au  trîrif,  lu  charge  ou  taxe  respective  par  kilogramme 
Si  les  producteurs  ne  déterminent  pas  la  proportion,  la  séparation  sera  faite  sur 
leur^  propres  comptes,  quand  la  proportion  de  l'or  est  égale  à  ou  dépasse  2 
milésimos. 

Art.  16.  Les  taux  établis  dans  la  loi  générale  de  marque  pour  les  "comptes" 
émanant  de  l'hdtel  des  monnaies  et  pour  les  métaux  d*or  et  d'argent  sont 
révoqués  ;  et  sont  aussi  révoquées  les  lois  et  provisions  qui  existent  í  present 
se  réftrant  aux  charges  et  taxes  fédérales  sur  l'or  et  l'argent. 

Les  Etats  peuvent  continuer  à  lever  les  taxes  locales  autorisées  par  la  loi  du 
6  juin  1887,  qui  seront  sujettes  á  la  contribution  fédérale  mentionée  dans  la  loi 
de  marque. 


NICARAGUA. 
LE  RÉTABLISSEMENT  DU  MONOPOLE  DU  TABAC. 

Le  pouvememenr  dv  Nicaragua  a  promulgué,  k  10  mai  1S97. 
un  décret  rétablissant  le  monopole  du  tabac  qui  avait  été  aboli. 
Ce  décret  a  été  mis  en  vigueur  le  1er  juillet  1897. 

A  partir  de,  et  après  cette  date,  personne  n*aura  le  droit  de  planter 
ni  d'importer  le  tabac  sans  une  autorisation  du  gouvernement 

Chaque  année  le  Ministre  du  Trésor  indiquera  les  zones  où 
le  tabac  peut  être  planté. 

Le  droit  sur  le  tabac  importé  sera,  sans  égard  à  la  qualité,  d'un 
dollar  st)ixarii:i  cents  pur  kilogramme  sur  le  tabac  en  feuilles,  et  de 
trois  dollars  par  kilogramme  sur  le  tabac  manufacturé. 

Le  tabac  en  ieuillts  importé  doit  erre  (  xpt  clié  aux  entrepôts 
pour  y  être  distribué  conformément  aux  provisions  de  cette  loi. 

'  Le  tabac  manufacturé  importé  qui  ne  dépasse  pas  deux  kilo- 
grammes est  exempt  de  ces  provisions. 

Les  exportations  de  tabac  manufacturé,  ou  de  tabac  en  feuilles 
sont  exemptes  de  toute  taxe  ou  droit;  mais  añn  de  pouvoir 
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exporter  l'article,  un  permis  doit  être  obtenu  du  Gouvernement, 
l'exportateur  s'engagcant  a  présenter  pendant  le  temps  établi  et  à 
l'autorité  qui  sera  désignée,  un  reçu  signé  par  l'administrateur  de 
la  Douane  d'où  le  tabac  a  été  exporté. 

PRIX  DES  TERRES  PUBLIQUES. 

Le  Président  de  l'État  dans  l'exercise  de  ses  pouvoirs  décrète  : 

Art.  I.  La  base  du  prix  de  chaque  manzana  (la  manzana  équivaut  à  1*727 
acres)  de  terre  publique  est  la  suivante:  Deux  dollars  (ou  $.936  en  monnaie 
des  Etats-Unis),  pour  les  terres  de  pâturages;  trois  dollars  (ou  $1-404  en 

monnaie  des  Etats-Unis)  pour  les  terres  arables  ou  agricoles;  cinq  dollars 
(ou  $2.  34  en  monnaie  des  Etats-Unis)  pour  les  terres  arable"?  capables  d'irriga- 
tion, et  un  dollar  (ou  ^"  monnaie  des  Etats-Unis)  additionnel  pour  chaque 
manzana,  tic  n'inipt)nc  quelle  classe  ci-dessuî  mentionnée,  sur  laquelle  se  trouvent 
des  bois  de  construction,  de  teinture,  et  de  niari|ucteric. 

Art,  2.  Deux  liers  des  prix  établis  dans  l'article  ci-dessus  seront  payes  comp- 
tant, et  le  reste  sera  payé  en  documents  de  crédit  publique  légalement  liquidés 
et  reconnus. 

Aar.  3.  Le  chef  de  comptabilité  donnera  aux  officiers  de  la  douane  les  instruc- 
tions nécessaires  i  l'annulation  de  ces  documents. 

Art.  4.  La  présente  loi  sera  en  vigueur  à  partir  de  la  date  de  sa  publication 
et  toutes  les  lois  contraires  sont  par  ce  fût  révoquées. 

Fait  à  Managua  le  21  mai,  1897. 

J.  S.  Zelaya. 

Par  le  Ministre  des  Finances, 
Enrique  C.  Lopez, 
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WEIGH  TS  AND  MEASURES. 

The  following  table  gives  the  chief  weights  and  measures  in  commerciaî  u?c  in 
Mexico  and  the  republics  of  Central  and  South  America,  and  their  equivalents 
in  the  United  States  : 


Denomination, 


Are  

Arobe  

Arroba  (dry) ... 

Do  

Do.  

Do  

Arrobn  (liqiiifh. 

Barril  

Carfta  ......... 

Cefiuvo  

Cuadra  

Do  

Do  

Do  

C 11  hie  meter.  .  . 
Fanega  ^drvj . . . 

Do........ 


Where  used. 


United  States  equivalents. 


Do  

Do  

Do  

Do  

Do  

Frasco  

Do  

Gram  

Hectare  

Hectoliter  (dr>')  

Hectoliter  (liquid) . . . 

Kilogram  (kilo)  

Kilometer  

League  (land)  

Libra  

Do  

Do  

Do   

Do  

Do  

Do  

Do  

Liter  

Livrt'   , . . 

Manzana  

Marc  : 

Meter  

Pie  

Ç)uiniai  ............ 

«*«•••«•»«•*  • 

Do  

Do  

Do.  (inetricj  . . . . 

Suerte  

Vara  

Do  

Do  

Do  

Do  


Do. 

Do. 


Metric  

Paraguay  

Argentine  Republic  

Brazil  

Cuba  

Venezuela  . . 

Cuba  and  Veiie/iit'la  

Argentine  Republic  and  Mexicu 

Mexico  and  Salvador  

Central  America  

Argentine  Republic  

Paraguay  

Paraguay  (square)  

Uruguay  

Metric  

Central  America  

Chile  

Cuba  

Mexico  

Trupuay  (double)  

Uruguay  (single)  

Venezuela  

Argentine  Republic  

Mexico  

Metric  

 do  

 do  

do 
do 
do 
Paraguay 

.Argentine  Republic 
Central  America 
Chile 

Cuba  j 

Mexico  

Peru  1 

Uruguay  ] 

Venezuela  

Metric  

((Uiana  , . ,  

Costa  Rica  ............ 

Bolivia  

Metric  

Argentine  Republic  .... 

 do  

Brazil  

Chile,  Mexico,  and  Peru 

Par.iguay   .. 

Metric  

Uruguay   

Argentine  Republic  .... 

Central  America  

Chile  and  Peru  

Cuba  

Mexico. 
Paraguay . 

Venezuela  


0.02471  acre. 
2Ç  pounds. 
25- 3 1 75  pounds. 
32.33  pounds. 
25.3664  pounds. 
2S.4034  pounds. 
4.2^3  fíaüons. 
2ú.u;ã7  gallons. 
300  pounds. 
4.2631  gallons. 
4.3  acres. 
78.9  )-ards. 
8.077  square  feel, 
a  acres  (nearly). 
35.3  cubic  feet. 
I-S745  bushels. 
2,575  bushels. 
1.599  bushels, 
r. 54728  bushels. 
7.776  iiusliols. 
3.888  bushels. 
I.SQ9  bushels. 
2.5096  quarts. 
2.5  quarts. 
15.432  grains. 
2.471  acres. 
2.838  bushels. 

26.417  ^alliiiis. 

2.204b  pounds. 

0.  62t37Í&  mile. 
4,633  acre:. 

1.  U127  jjounds. 
1.043  pounds. 
1.014  pounds. 
1. 01 61  pounds. 
1.0146Ç  pounds. 
1.0143  pounds, 
f  .0143  pounds. 
1.0161  pounds. 
1.0567  quartji. 

1. 079 1  pounds. 

J. 5-6  acres. 

0.507  pound. 

39.37  inches. 

0.9478  foot. 

tot.43  pounds. 

130.06  pounds. 

tot. 61  pounds. 

too  pounds. 

220.46  pounds. 

2,700  cuadras  (jm*  Cuadra). 

34.1208  inrhrs. 

38.874  inches. 

33.367  inches. 

33.384  inches. 

33  inches. 

34  inches. 
33.384  inches. 
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METRIC  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES. 

METRIC  WEICHTS. 

Milligram  (1/  looo  gram)  equals  0.0154  grain. 

Centigram  (1/100  gram)  equals  0.1543  grain. 

Decigram  (1/10  gram)  equals  l.$43a  grains. 

Gram  equals  15.432  grain<;. 

i>ecagram  (10  grani»)  equals  0.3527  ounce. 

Hectogram  (;oo  grams)  equals  3.5274  ounces. 

Kilogram  (1,000  grams)  equals  2.2046  pounds. 

Myriagram  (10,000  grams)  equals  22.046  pounds. 

Quintal  (100,000  grams)  equals  220.46  pounds. 

Millier  or  tonnea — ton  (1,000,000  grams)  equals  2,i04.6  pounds. 

METRIC  DRV  MEASURE. 

Milliliter  (1/1000  liter)  equals  0.061  cubic  inch. 

Centiliter  (1/100  liter)  equals  0.6102  cubic  inch. 
Deciliter  (1/10  liter)  equals  6.1022  cubic  inches. 
Liter  equals  0.908  quart. 
Decaliter  (to  liters)  equals  9.08  quarts. 
Hectoliter  (100  liters)  equals  2.838  bushels, 
Kiiolicer  (1,000  liters)  equals  1,508  cubic  yards. 

METRIC    LIQUID  MEASLRE. 

Miîliltrcr  (1  1000  !lccr)  equals  0.0388  fluid  ounce. 

Centiliter  (1/100  liter)  equals  0.338  fluid  ounce. 

Deciliter  (i/io  liter)  equals  0.845  S'^^- 

Liter  equals  1.0567  quarts. 

Dci  alitcT  (10  liter>)  cijuals  2.64 1  7  gallons. 

Hectoliter  (100  liieri)  equals  26.417  gallons. 

Kiloliter  (ioo  liters)  equals  264.17  gallons. 

METRIC  MBAttVRES  OF  LBKCTH. 

Millimeter  (i/iooo  meter)  equals  0.0394  inch. 

Centimeter  (1/100  meter)  equals  0.5937  inch. 

Decimeter  (1/10  meter)  equals  3*937  inches. 

Merer  cquak  >9.  37  inches. 

Decameter  (10  meters)  equals  393.7  inches. 

Hectometer  (100  meters)  equals  328  feet  1  inch. 

Kilometer  (1,000  meters)  equah  0.62137  mile  (3,280  feet  10  inches), 

Myriameter  (10,000  meters)  equals  6.2137  miles. 

METRIC  SURFACE  MEASURE. 

Centare  (i  square  meter)  equals  1,550  square  inches. 
Are  (100  square  meters)  i  19. 6  square  yards. 
Hectare  (10,000  square  meters)  equals  2.471  acres. 

The  metric  ^v^irem  has  been  adopted  bv  the  fol'nuine-nanud  iountrics: 
Argentine  Republic,  Bolivia,  Brazil,  Chile,  Costa  Rica,  Ecuador,  Mexico,  United 
States  of  America,  and  United  States  of  Colombia. 
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TRADE  RELATIONS  IN  AMERICA.  III.* 

ISTHMIAN  CANALS  AS  A  MEANS  OF  INTERCONTINENTAL 

DEVELOPMENT. 

A  glance  at  the  accompanying  chart  oí  the  world,  show  ing  the 
distances  saved  by  a  ship  canal  across  the  Isthmus  of  Panama, 
will  convey  a  vivid  impression  of  the  great  importance  of  such 
an  undertaking,  and  will  make  clear,  at  once,  the  fascination 
which  it  has  exercised  upon  the  minds  of  men  for  many  genera* 
tions.  Especially  has  it  been  the  subject  of  the  best  thought  of 
the  world's  great  engineers,  since  the  construction  of  the  Suez 
Canal  lias  proved  the  practicability  of  such  an  enterprise  anii  has 
denionstratt'd  its  far-reaching  consequences  to  the  commerce  of 
the  world.  It  is  nor,  however,  our  purpose  to  consider  the  subject 
in  its  relation  to  the  world  at  large,  but  the  cflfects,  political  and 
commercial,  which  the  building  of  a  canal  across  the  Isthmus 
would  have  upon  the  mutual  interests  and  future  growth,  on 
common  lines,  of  the  Republics  of  the  Westem  Hemisphere. 

The  question  of  finding  a  shorter  route  fix>m  the  Atlantic  to  the 
Pacific  than  that  via  Cape  Horn  has  occupied  the  intellect  and 
ingenuity  of  seamen,  engineers,  inventors,  political  economists, 
and  statesmen  ever  since  the  lading  of  the  dream  of  the  Spanish 

*The  first  article  of  this  series  was  printed  in  The  Moxthly  Bvlutin  for  July,  1897. 
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and  other  early  navigators  oí  discovering  an  open  waterway  to  the 
East  The  problem  of  overcoming  the  difHculty  of  the  narrow 
isthmus  connecting  the  two  Continents  of  America  was  but  par- 
tially and  inefiecttvely  solved  by  the  building  of  the  Panama  Rail- 
road in  1855.  success  attending  that  enterprise,  such  as  it 
was,  served  only  to  stimulate  interest  in  the  project  conceived  by 
Alexander  von  Humboldt,  half  a  century  before,  of  uniting  the 
two  oceans  l>y  a  t  a¡iai.  Various  plans  were  proposed,  Init  it  was 
not  until  Df.  Lfssefs,  the  huildcr  ot  the  Sue/,  Canal,  began  his 
stupendous  and  ill-iated  attempt,  in  1881,  to  cut  a  sca-lcvel  canal 
trom  Colon  or  Aspinwall  to  Panama,  at  the  narrowest  part  of  the 
Isthmus,  that  work  was  actually  begun. 

In  the  long  discussion  which  had  preceded  this  initial  step, 
various  routes  across  the  Isthmus  had  been  proposed,  but  the  con- 
sensus of  opinion  had  by  this  time  settled  upon  three  as  the 
more  feasible.    These  were  : 

I.  The  Isthmus  of  Tehuantepcc  route,  across  the  narrowest 
part  of  Mexico,  134  miles. 

II.  The  Nicaragua  route,  running  from  east  to  west  through 
the  southern  part  of  the  Repubhc  of  Nicaragua,  and  following 
the  course  of  the  San  Juan  River  and  utilizing  the  waters  of 
Lake  Nicaragua,  170  miles. 

III.  The  Panama  route,  54  miles. 

The  Isthmus  of  Tehuantepec  route  was  practically  eliminated, 
however,  because  of  the  great  distance  of  the  cutting  (over  1 30 
miles)  and  the  enormous  expense  resulting  from  the  difficulties 

to  l>e  overcome  in  the  nature  of  the  ground.  I'Or  a  time  the 
(piestion  of  building  a  ship  railway,  as  urged  by  die  distinguished 
engineer  Ca[)t.  James  B,  Kads,  continued  to  attract  attention  to 
thi>  route,  and  the  project  still  has  able  advocates;  but  the  con- 
struction of  a  railroad  across  the  Isthmus  by  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment seems  to  have  relegated  the  Tehuantepcc  canal  enterprise 
to  comparative  obscurity.  The  railroad,  however,  is  likely  to  be 
an  important  contributor  to  the  economy  of  transit  from  the 
Atlantic  to  the  Pacific.  The  road  is  broad  gauge,  and  traverses 
the  States  of  Vera  Cruz  and  Oaxaca,  touching  Coatzacoalcos, 
Minatitlan,  Súchil,  Tehuantepec,  and  Salina  Cruz.  At  Coatza- 
coalcob,  it  connects  with  steamers  tor  Gulf  ports,  Havana,  United 
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States,  and  Europe;  at  Tchuantcpcc,  with  private  conveyance 
for  Oaxaca,  Miahutlan,  and  Pachueta,  and  at  Salina  Cruz,  with 
steamers  for  Tonala,  San  Benito,  and  other  Paciñc  Coast  ports. 

The  distances  saved  between  shipping  points  of  the  world  are 
shown  in  the  following  table,  approved  by  the  Mexican  Govern* 
ment: 


From — 


New  York. 

Do  

Do..., 
Do.... 
Do.... 
Do.... 
Do.... 
Do.... 
Do.... 
Do.... 
Do.... 
Do.... 


T€>~ 


Vi.i 

Tehuantepec 
Ratitniy. 


Via 
Nicaragua 
Camu. 


San  Francisco 
Puget  Sound . 

Sitita  

Bering  Straits  . 
Acapulco  . . . 

Mazallan  

Hongknniî  ... 
Yokohama  ... 
Melbourne  ... 
Auckland. ... 
Honolulu . . . . 


Do«  *•««••  *  *  ' 
Do  

New  Orleans.  .   .  ... 

Do  

Uo  

Do  ' 

Do  I 

Liverpool   

Do  ; 


Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Callao  . .  . 
(îuayaquil 

V'al[)araiso  | 

San  Francisc<j  

Acapulco  

Ma¿atlan. . .... 

Callao  

Valparaiso .... 
San  Francisco. 

Acapulco  

Ma¿atlan  

.■\uckland  

Guayaquil  .... 

Callao  

Valparaiso .... 

Honolulu  

Yfik<  'li;>ma  .... 
M 


'  •  «  »  fl  «  «  I 


uinournc 


Mtks. 
4.925 

5.  (>47 

6.  347 

7.  788 

2,  783 
3.476 

597 
9.  984 
11,068 

9.  345 

6.  566 

4¿ 

4,  141 
6,370 

3,  c6l 

1.454  I 

2,  027 

3.  393 
5.040 

8.  274 
6, 076 

6.714 

12.  584 

7.  379 
7.899 
9.35^» 

9.  805 

14.  ÍÍ3 


Miles. 
5.651 

6.  524 

7.  ÍI3 
8.524 
3. 

4.  «3» 

10,  026  I 

H.357  ¡ 
9.745 
7.  3<^  I 
4.312 

3.  774 
5.774 

4.  77i> 

2.  631 

3.  357 
3,43i> 

4.  899 
8,783 
6, 639 
7.364 

12.  877 
6,  848 

7.444 

8.906 
10,  <;22 
13.75S 
14, 49tj 


Vi;i 
I'auauia 
Railway. 


6,  107 
6.855 

7.  555 
9.  loi 

4.075 
«a.  64s 

II.  2tt 

11.471 

9.  813 

7.  705 
3.873 
3.303 
5.337 
5.415 
3.  296 
3.983 
3,  181 
4,644 
9. 071 
6,95a 
7.640 

12, 777 
6,  267 
6.  837 

8.  301 
10, 670 
14. 175 
14.43s 


These  remarkable  savings  in  distance,  says  Manuki.  Rivkra,  a 
distinguished  Mexican  civil  engineer,  will  no  doubt  be  found 
equivalent  to  a  great  saving  in  time  as  well  as  freight,  and  this  is 
what  constitutes  the  chief  commercial  feature  of  this  road.  The 
road  will,  therefore,  be  of  much  benefit  to  some  of  the  commercial 
ports  of  the  United  States. 

Eliminating  rt:}uiantcpec  as  :i  c  anal  route,  the  Nicaragua  and 
Panama  routes  are  the  only  ones  wliich  nt  rd  now  be  consiilrrcd. 

Of  L  ESSEPs  seems  to  have  decided  in  iavur  of  the  Panama 
route  because  he  believed  it  possible  to  build  a  tide-levtl  canal  at 
that  part  of  the  Isthmus,  whereas  the  topography  of  the  Nica- 
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ragua  route  makes  locks  indispensable.  It  has  been  found,  how- 
ever, after  an  enormous  expenditure  of  money,  that  De  Lessbps's 
estimates  were  at  fault,  and  that  locks  will  be  necessary  to  the 
successful  completion  of  the  Canal.  Work,  which  was  suspended 
in  March,  1889,  was  resumed  in  1894,  and  a  recent  statement 
asserts  that  one-tburth  ot  the  Canal  has  been  built. 

The  Canal  was  to  toUovv  much  the  sanir  route  as  that  of  the 
Railway  troni  Colon  to  Panama.  It  was  to  be  fifty-four  miles  in 
length;  the  l>ottoiii  to  lie  twenty-eight  tvct  below  the  mean  level 
of  the  oceans;  the  width  to  be  seventy-two  feet  at  bottom  and 
160  feet  at  top,  except  in  the  section  through  the  Culebra-  ridge, 
where  the  depth  was  to  be  nine  meters  (29.53  ^^^0  >  bottom 
width  twenty-four  meters  (78.91  feet),  and  the  top  width  twenty- 
eight  meters  (9 1 .86  feet).  The  special  difficulties  to  be  encoun- 
tered were  the  piercing  of  the  Cordillera  and  the  overflow  of  the 
Chagres  River  and  its  tributaries.  In  January,  1884,  a  little  more 
than  two  years  after  bcgiiuiing  thr  wurk.  but  one-thirtieth  ot  the 
excavation  had  been  completed,  aitiiough  during  1883  torce  of 
1 1 ,000  men  was  employed. 

The  undertaking  has  been  conducted  mainly  under  French 
auspices,  and  the  money  expended  upon  it  has  been  subscribed 
almost  entirely  in  France.  If  ever  completed,  the  Panama  Canal 
would  be  a  purely  commercial  enterprise,  under  European  control, 

Willi  little  or  no  value  or  significam  c  in  its  political  relation  to 
the  countries  of  the  \\  t.\stt:rn  1  it  niis[)hcr(\  cxi  ept,  perhaps,  ot  a 
hostile  and  even  minatory  character.  It  could  certainly  not  be 
expected  to  play  a  part  in  drawing  closer  the  bonds  of  amity  and 
fraternity  among  them.  It  would  be  concerned  only  with  gaining 
the  largest  possible  share  of  shipping  tolls  trom  the  commerce  of 
the  world,  and  not  at  all,  except  indirectly,  with  developing  the 
trade  of  the  American  Republics  among  themselves. 

It  is  otherwise  with  the  Nicaragua  Canal.  Indeed,  the  principal 
claim  which  this  entt  rprise  has  to  consideration  is  the  undoubted 
tact  that  it  is  American  in  origin  and  American  in  hcni  tirial  results. 
Its  cause  bctore  the  wurld  has  been  apparentl)  weakened,  rather 
than  strengthened,  by  the  eifort  to  give  too  wide  a  sphert  to  its  pos- 
sible usefulness,  and  thereby  commend  it  to  European  investors  as 
a  great  earner  of  dividends.    Its  richest  dividends  are  to  be  found 
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in  the  general  results,  political  as  well  as  commercial,  which  would 
accrue  to  the  countries  immediately  interested,  and  not  in  the 
returns  to  individual  stockholders.  It  is  not  to  be  inferred,  how- 
ever,  that  it  would  be  unremunerative,  even  from  the  ordinary 

business  point  of  view.  The  elaborate  calculations  which  have 
been  made  to  show  that  it  would  not  earn  fair  interest  on  tlie 
capital  reqiiire(i  have  been  based  upon  conditions  as  they  now 
exist,  without  taking  into  proper  account  the  great  increase  in  the 
trade  of  the  countries  immediately  beneñted  which  might  reason- 
ably be  expected  to  follow. 

It  is  not  as  a  money-nuking  project,  but  as  a  great  interconti- 
nental agency,  that  the  Nicaragua  Canal  appeals  most  powerfully 
to  patriotic  minds  in  all  the  Latin-American  countries  as  well  as  in 
the  United  States.  Built  by  American  capital,  with  the  active 
aid  and  support  of  all  the  American  governments,  and  operated 
and  controlled  by  American  agencies,  how  could  it  fail  to  become 
immensely  useful  in  the  j^reat  task  oí  welding  together  the  com- 
mon interests  of  all  America  in  trade,  in  political  development, 
and  in  the  power  of  resistance  to  any  common  toe  from  without? 
The  Clayton-Bulwer  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  has  been  used  as  an  argument  against  the  possibility  of  such 
effective  control,  but  if  that  treaty  be  still  a  vital  force,  it  is  scarcely 
to  be  supposed  that  Great  Britain,  after  having  formally  acceded 
to  our  most  recent  interpretation  of  the  Monroe  doctrine  asserting 
the  intiependence  ot  American  interests  from  all  European  inter- 
ference or  control,  would  seek  again  to  jtopardize  her  relations 
with  the  United  States  by  seriously  combating  an  enterprise  which 
SO  obviously  has  the  interests  of  both  the  Western  Continents  to 
serve.  Nor  is  it  clear  that  anything  material  would  be  lost 
to  American  progress  and  development  even  if  the  neutrality  of 
the  Canal,  ior  which  the  Clayton-Bulwer  treaty  provides,  be  guar- 
anteed afiresh.  On  the  contrary,  it  might  be  for  the  benefit  of  all 
if  such  neutrality  were  scrupulously  guarded  and  enforced.  The 
essential  thing  is  that  the  American  Republics  should  be  protected 
irom  the  closing  ot  tlie  Canal,  or  its  use  against  tliem  in  time  of 
war. 

The  material  benefits  to  be  derived  by  the  American  Republics 
from  the  building  of  any  Canal  across  the  Isthmus  must  be  obvious 
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from  the  most  cursory  examination  of  the  accompanying  chart 
Not  only  would  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts  of  the  United 
States  b(^  brought  much  nearer  by  sea  to  its  Pacific  coast,  but  also 
to  the  P:icihc  coasts  of  Mexico,  Central  America,  and  South 
America,  and  the  Pacific  seaboards  of  these  countries  would 
obtain  much  shorter  and  easier  routes  to  the  West  Indies,  the 
Caribbean  and  Atlantic  coasts  of  their  sister  Republics  of  Latin 
America,  and  also  to  Europe.  The  development  of  land  trans- 
portation and  internal  commerce  would  undoubtedly  be  immense. 
The  railroads,  £ar  from  being  injured,  as  some  have  suggested, 
would  be  greatly  benefited. 

Capt.  William  L.  Merry,  of  San  Francisco,  the  new  United 
States  minister  to  Nicaragua,  Salvador,  and  Costa  Rica,  has  shown 
this  in  a  recent  paper  in  a  very  striking  way.    He  says: 

When  the  lock  canal  at  SauU  Su.  Marie  was  first  opened,  the  railways  feared 
injury  to  their  business.  They  would  have  prevented  its  construction,  but, 
fortunritelv  for  themselves,  the  watcrwav  between  the  Great  Lakes  was  opened 
and  the  ],akc  Superior  region  given  cheap  freights  hy  water.  Note  the  result. 
Throueh  thac  greatest  of  artificial  waterways  in  point  of  traffic,  not  excepting 
the  Sue/.  Canal,  in  1895,  19,062,580  of  registered  tons  passed;  popularion  has 
increased,  towns  have  sprung  up,  and  more  raiiroad»  itavc  been  demanded  to 
meet  the  enormous  resultant  traffic.  Is  it  not  evident  that  the  cheap  waterway 
has  here  aided  railway  earnings  ?  But  for  cheap  water  carriage  millions  of  tons 
of  ore  would  to<-day  be  in  the  native  ore  beds,  and  the  pioneer  rûlways  that 
feared  competítive  water  transportation  earning  a  precarious  right  to  exist. 
Turn  now  to  the  Erie  Canal  as  another  object  lesson.  Two  of  the  finest  rail- 
way systems  in  the  world  occupy  its  hanks  with  double  tracks  and  the  thunder 
of  trains  day  and  night  argue  for  the  cheap  water  transportation  which,  in  com- 
petition, has  made  them  possible.  Compare  the  strikingly  different  financial 
status  of  the  Erie  Railroad,  which  has  no  water  competitioTS,  stock  14,  with  that 
of  the  New  York  Central,  stock  joi,  having  water  (  onifictition  ot  the  Hudson 
River  and  the  Erie  Canal.  Both  are  reprcscniaiive  railway  systems  and  afford 
a  iirikiiig  illu.^tration  of  the  argument  presented. 

Many  more  less  conspicuous  instances  are  there  proving  the  same  great  fact; 
that  in  opposing  the  Nicaragua  Canal,  the  railroads  commit  an  error  which 
proves  the  fallacy  of  human  judgment,  when  self-interest  is  involved.  Railroads 
must  necessarily  absorb  an  undue  share  of  the  esirnings  of  production  in  order 
to  assure  profits  to  the  great  capital  employed  in  their  construction,  but  they 
also  confer  untold  benefits — supplying  transportation  for  perishable  and  valuable 
property;  securing  rapid  movement  of  mails  and  cheap  carriage  for  the  people. 
The  development  of  our  great  interior  would  have  been  impossible  without 
them,  and  cheap  water  transporTation,  comparing  in  cost  at  the  ratio  of  one  to 
ten  to  one  to  fifteen,  will  supplement  their  usefulness  and  increase  instead  of 
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decrease  their  earnings.  *  *  *  '  apparent  paradox  of  cheaper  water 
transportation  benefiting  railways  is  due  to  the  difference  in  character  and  that 
waterways  perform  a  service  not  exactly  the  same  as  that  of  the  railway,  but 
one  which  complements  and  supplements  it.  Freight  taken  from  the  railrt>ad  bv 
water  transportation  involves  little  (ir  no  loss  to  the  railroad  companies.  The 
waterway  not  only  introduces  di\ision  ot  labor  in  transportation,  but  creates 
new  traffic,  in  which  the  railroad  largely  >h.ires. 

Returning  to  our  mam  argument,  why  liavc  railroad  companies  opposed  the 
Nicaragua  Canal  ?  I  may  easily  answer,  because  they  fear  results  which  will 
never  materialize.  They  apprehend  a  decreased  demand  fbr  rail  carriage, 
whereas  the  result  of  the  completion  of  the  Canal  will  be  exactly  the  reverse. 
What  is  their  condition  now?  The  five  main  lines  to  the  Pacific  are  struggling 
fbr  traffic  and  admit  that  the  through  haul  is  largely  unremunerative.  Meanwhile 
the  Pacific  Coast  meets  an  arrested  development,  and  their  traffic  increases  so 
slowly  that  they  have  hard  work  to  keep  out  of  a  receiver's  hands.  How  can  there 
be  progress,  prosperity,  and  increase  of  population  on  the  Pacific  Coast  when  it 
may  be  correctly  repeated  '  Mtf  if  ¿sí  offers  to  the  immi/jrant  n'erxfhiti}^  i^xcrpt 
chf'iif'  transportation.^  *  »  ♦  The  Pacific  Coast  suffers  from  commercial 
isolation  in  respect  to  cheap  transportation,  and  cheap  transportation  is  an  abbo- 
Uitc  necessity  to  its  progress  and  development,  which  the  railroads  could  not  sup- 
ply ii  ihcy  would. 

Consequently,  it  should  be  the  aim  of  railroad  managers  to  have  the  Canal 
built  as  promptly  as  possible.  Then  the  immigrant  .may  and  will  come  here 
with  his  &mily;  he  may  grow  all  the  products  he  desires;  the  mills  may  cut  all 
the  lumber  they  can  handle;  the  miner  produce  all  the  ore  that  has  value — all 
will  have  a  market  open  to  them  at  pricM  which  will  encourage  the  producer, 
the  mechanic,  and  the  miner.  Our  lands  will  become  populated,  ourdties  pros- 
perous, and  our  people  contented  in  the  increasing  development  of  our  Coast. 

How  illogical  the  idea  that  land  transportation  will  not  share  in  the  benefits 
of  this  great  development!  The  history  of  tlie  Saulr  Stc.  Marie  Canal  will  find 
a  repetition  on  the  Pacihc  Coast.  From  the  great  markets  ot  our  Atlantic  sea- 
board and  of  Europe  the  Pacific  Coast  is  separated  by  the  extension  ot  the  W  est- 
ern  Continent  lar  imo  the  Souiiicrn  üccan.  The  tempcituuus  Cape  Horn  pas- 
sage is  behind  tTie  demands  of  our  age,  and  comtuercc  as  well  as  production,  with 
increasing  anxiety,  awaits  the  opening  of  a  short  water  route  by  which  our  increas- 
ing products  can  be  chenply  and  pron^pilv  sent  to  Atlantic  markets.  What  the 
rulroads  can  not  profitably  carry  to  the  Atlantic  Coast  of  our  country,  and 
what  the  centers  of  population  in  Europe  need  of  our  products,  seek  this  inter- 
oceanic  highway  thus  far  m  vain,  owing  to  the  mistaken  opposing  influence  of 
the  railroads;  but  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  through  the  inland  Sea  of 
Nicaragua  will  pass  a  stately  procession  of  ocean  carriers  laden  both  ways — with 
the  products  of  onr  soil  and  industry  ea<,t:'  nrd  and  with  the  manufactures  and 
immigration  of  O'jr  Eastern  seaboard  and  of  Kurope  zrcstrrar d. 

If  as  thickly  settled  as  France,  California  alone  has  an  area  to  support  tliirty- 
Jtvf  inillions  of  p^'oplr-.     !r  has  now  a  little  over  otie  and  a  quarter  millions. 
What  railroad  in  our  country  will  be  injured  when  tins  population  increases, 
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first  by  the  hundreds  ot  thousands  and  later  by  millions?  Above  a'.l,  how  illog- 
ical and  how  short-sighted  is  the  policy  of  those  railroad  companies  most  directly 
inrcre<;tcd  in  the  traffic  of  the  Pacific  Coast,  when  they  oppose  for  long  years  a 
cheap  and  short  waterway  wiiich  will  rapidly  increase  the  population  and  result- 
ant production  of  the  Coast,  served  by  them  as  common  carriers?  With 
practical  unanimity,  the  people  of  the  United  States  demand  the  Nicaragua 
Canal.  In  the  near  future  th^  will  overcome  these  adverse  influences  and 
mistaken  policy.  The  commercial  interests  of  our  country  demand,  it.  The 
cotton  of  the  Southern  States  is  needed  in  Japan.  Alabama  coal  and  iron  are 
wanted  in  Central  America  and  the  Pacific  islands  ;  the  lumber  of  the  great 
Northwest  is  needed  in  Europe  and  on  our  Atlantic  seaboard;  the  immense  unde* 
veloped  fisheries  of  the  Pacific  invite  our  Eastern  countrymen,  and  the  great 
Valley  of  the  Mississippi  demands  an  outlet  to  the  Pacific  Coast. 

No  occult  influences  can  permanently  oppose  this  beneficent  work.  The  pre- 
ponderating influence  of  the  (íreat  Republic  on  the  American  Continent,  its 
political  prestige,  its  military  safety,  and  the  patriotism  of  its  people  will,  in 
the  near  iuturc,  overcome  the  mistaken  tears  ot  selfishness.  The  logic  of  events 
will  make  friends  for  the  Canal,  and  the  transportation  interests  now  opposing 
it  will,  we  must  conclude,  see  their  error  and  join  their  countrymen  in  the 
demand  of  our  dead  hero  at  Riverside,  "An  American  canal,  under  Ameri' 
can  control,  for  tke  American  peopU." 

Mr.  Lewis  M.  Haupt,  a  distinguished  engineer  ot  riiiladel- 
phiiu  and  a  member  of  the  Board  recently  appt)iiucd  by  President 
McKiNLEY  to  survey  the  Nicaragua  Canal  route,  thus  summarizes 
the  practical  advantages  of  an  Isthmian  canal,  with  more  partie* 
ular  reference  to  the  Nicaragua  enterprise: 

Although  centuries  have  passed  since  the  long-desired  short  cut  to  India  was 
first  exploited,  the  lamentable  fact  remains  that  such  water  route  is  not  yet  an 
accomplished  fact.  It  is  a  serious  reflection  upon  the  intelligence,  integrity,  and 
energy  of  the  people  of  the  American  continent  that  after  many  years  of  explora- 
tion and  survey,  followed  by  discussions  iul  tf^mtum,  the  only  definite  conclu- 
sion reached  is  that  such  a  waterway  is  entirely  feasible,  and  can  probably  be 
constructed  within  a  cost  of  $130,000,000,  although  competent  engineers  have 
placed  the  minimum  of  cost  at  less  than  $100,000,000.  In  the  meantime  the 
discu<5sion  continue?,  and  the  active  and  subtle  opposition  arising  from  \*e?ted 
interests,  which  fear  injurious  effects,  urges  delays,  further  sur\  c\s,  and  deeper 
investigations,  while  the  commerce  o\  the  wurld  is  turned  10,000  miles  out  of 
its  course  at  enormous  expense  and  loss  ot  time.  Thus,  in  the  days  ol  clipper 
ships,  sailing  at  an  average  speed  ot  1  10  miles  per  day,  the  round  trip  from 
New  York  to  San  Francisco  (38,000  miles)  occupied  344  days;  to  Calcutta 
(46,000  miles  via  Cape  Horn)  418  days,  or  (35,000  miles  via  Good  Hope)  318 
days,  whereas  by  way  of  the  Isthmus  the  same  points  could  have  been  reached 
in  90  and  244  days,  respectively,  thus  saving  254  and  74  days  on  these  journeys. 
The  economy  of  this  time  to  the  owners  of  the  vessels  for  cost  of  crew,  interest. 
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and  insurance  is  estimated  at  $2,993  P^'  month,  and  hence  if  254  days  on  the 
round  trip  were  saved  it  would  represent  $25,340,  to  5ay  nothing  of  the 

increased  value  of  the  cargo  due  to  more  speedy  and  certain  delivery.  This 
«aving,  if  capitalized  at  four  per  cent,  represents  $63  3,500  on  a  single  vessel,  and 
on  100  ve^sels  per  year  it  would  be  $63,;? 50,000,  or  almost  equal  to  the  câii- 
niaicd  total  cost  of  the  project.  Yet  no  account  is  taken  of  the  value  of  the 
cargo,  the  reduction  ot  marine  risks  or  losses,  or  the  large  tonnage  carried  in 
steamers. 

The  Philadelphia  Ledger  of  July  31,  1897,  in  an  editorial 
article  upon  the  more  recent  phases  of  the  Canal  enterprise,  says: 

The  Nicaragua  Canal  would  furnish  a  short-cut  passage  from  the  Atlantic  to 
the  Padfic  Ocean  for  the  commerce  of  the  world*  It  would  shorten  the  sail 
from  Liverpool  to  San  Francisco  nearly  7,000  miles,  and  the  distance  by  water 
saved  from  New  York  City  to  San  Francisco  would  be  nearly  lo^ooo  miles. 

These  figures,  without  further  detail,  suggest  vast  possibilities  in  the  way 
of  shortening  transit  for  the  sea  trade  of  the  world,  and  promise  financial 
success  for  tlic  project  unless  the  rost  ot  construction  i>  greatly  in  excess  of 
expectaticMis.  An  enterprise  ot  this  character  is  alu  avs  hazardous  tor  its  first 
promoters,  and  the  enormous  sums  looted  troni  the  confiding  Frenchmen  who 
invested  so  freely  in  the  Panama  Canal  have  made  it  more  difficult  to  finance 
such  projects.  If  carefully  carried  forward  the  Canal  would  be  a  magnificent 
work  to  mark  the  beginning  of  the  new  century.  It  would  enormously  augment 
our  coasting  trade,  and  if  it  fell  into  the  exclusive  possession  of  a  foreign  power 
the  Canal  would  seriously  impede  our  naval  operations  in  time  of  war.  It  is 
inconceivable  that  the  United  States  would  be  content  to  pay  toll  to  foreign 
ownership  of  a  waterway  which  may  become  the  most  valuable  possession  of 
the  kind  on  the  globe.  The  citizens  of  Great  Britain  are  reaping  great  profit 
ftom  the  Suez  Canal,  which  is  now  operated  largely  hy  English  capital. 

When  the  proposition  to  finish  the  Nicaragua  Canal  under  the  auspices  of  the 
United  States  was  under  discussion  during  the  last  Administration,  a  letter 
appeared  in  the  London  Times  on  tlie  subject,  which  doubtless  presents  the 
English  view  of  the  Nicaragua  Canai  question.  The  writer,  who  had  lived  in 
Nicaragua  for  some  time  and  professed  knowledge  of  the  local  conditions,  said 
that  in  view  of  the  for-reaching  difficulties  of  a  political  or  international  nature 
surrounding  the  enterprise  the  guarantee  of  the  bonds  of  the  Maritime  Company 
is  the  nearest  approximation  which  the  United  States  Government  could  make 
to  complete  ownership  of  the  Canal,  to  avoid  a  violation  of  the  sovereignty  of 
Nicaragua  and  Costa  Rica  and  a  departure  from  the  CLAYTON-BuLWBa  treaty  j 
but  in  any  case,  in  his  view,  under  the  terms  of  the  Clayton-Bulwer  treaty  a 
ship  canal  between  the  two  oceans  must  he  neutralized,  as  was  the  Suez  Canal. 

The  Foreign  Relations  Committee  of  the  Senate  will  iin  cstigate  the  status  of 
the  Clayton-Bl'lwer  treaty,  and  the  intimation  is  made  that  the  Committee  will 
report  in  favor  of  its  abrogation.  It  is  urged  that  England  has  practically 
annulled  it  hy  acts  done  in  Central  America  in  contravention  of  its  terms.  On 
several  occasions  thifi  Government  has  insisted  that  the  treaty  was  no  longer 
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binding  upon  ic,  but  Great  Britain,  whatever  interpretation  may  be  placed  upon 

her  acts  in  Central  America,  has  given  no  sign  that  she  regards  the  treaty  as  a 
nullity.  The  diplomatic  difficulties  involved  in  the  controversy  as  to  the  pres- 
ent binding  force  of  the  Clayton-Bulwer  treaty  arc  important,  but  not  more 
serious  than  many  others  which  have  yielded  to  statesmanlike  treatment.  "^I'he 
probable  cost  of  the  enormously  expensive  Nicaragua  Canal  undertaking,  and 
the  extent  to  which  the  United  States  should  commit  itself  financially  to  the 
support  of  the  enterprise,  are  matters  to  which  the  country  should  give  very 
carefiil  consideraoon.  The  advantage  of  the  completed  Canal  to  the  country  it 
obvious  enough  if  we  are  not  obliged  to  pay  too  high  a  price  for  it  in  the  way 
of  international  complications  or  the  exhaustion  of  our  Treasury. 

The  gain  in  shortness  of  transportation  via  the  Nicaragua  route, 
however,  appears  even  more  clearly  from  the  following  statement 
of  distances  in  statute  miles  from  New  York  to  the  Paciñc  Ocean: 


Via  water  Itne  to  Cape  Horn  7»  ^7 

Via  Southern  Pacific  R.  R  '  3,  709 

Via  Canadian  Pacific  R  R  5,àiq 

Via  Central  Pacific  R.  R   3,  340 

Via  Northero  Pacific  R.  R   3>  237 

Via  Nicaragua  Canal  2,519 


In  other  words,  the  all-water  route  to  the  Pacific,  via  Nicara- 
gua, is  shorter  than  any  railway  across  tlie  continent,  being  82  i 
miles  shorter  than  tlie  customary  route  between  New  York  and 
the  Pacific  via  the  Union  and  Central  Pacific  Railways. 

The  history  of  the  Nicaragua  Canal  project,  up  to  six  years 
ago,  was  succinctly  stated  in  an  article  by  Hon.  John  Sherman, 
then  United  States  Senator  from  Ohio,  but  now  Secretary  of 
State  of  the  United  States,  which  was  printed  in  The  Forum  for 
March,  1891.    He  said: 

By  a  treaty  signed  on  December  1,  18^4,  between  the  United  State»  and  the 
Republic  of  Nicaragua,  provision  was  made  for  the  construction  by  the  United 
States  of  an  interoceanic  canal  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  across  the 
territory  of  that  Republic.  It  was  sent  to  the  Senate  on  December  10,  1S84, 
accompanied  by  a  message  from  President  Akthuk  recommencUng  its  ratification 
in  strong  and  earnest  language;  but  it  was  not  formally  acted  upon  prior  to  the 
inauguration  oF  President  Cleveland  on  March  4,  1885.  Mr.  Cleveland,  a  few 
days  thereafter,  fonnallv  uitlulrcw  the  treaty  ùom  the  consideration  of  the 
Senate,  and  in  hii  annual  message  to  Congress  in  l^eccmbcr  of  that  year  stated  as 
his  reason  for  so  doing  that  it  contained  "  propositions  involving  paramount 
privileges  of  ownership  or  riflit  outside  oí  our  own  territory,  coupled  with 
absolute  and  unlimited  engagements  to  defend  the  territorial  integrity  of  the 
State  where  such  interests  lie."    He  further  said  ; 

"  Maintaining  as  I  do  the  tenets  of  a  line  of  précédents  from  WASHiNOTon'a 
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day  which  proscribed  entangUng  alliances  with  fereign  ttacet,  I  do  not  favor  a 
policy  of  acquisition  of  new  and  distant  territory  or  tke  incorporation  of  remote 
interests  with  our  own." 

Suhicqucntly,  on  April  25,  1887,  the  Republic  of  Nicaragua,  deeplv  interested 
in  the  construction  ot  the  work,  granted  to  a  pri%'ate  association  ot  citizens  of 
the  United  States  a  concession  oí  the  rieht  to  build  an  intcroccanic  canal.  A 
like  concession  was  made  by  the  Republic  ot"  Co<-ta  Rica,  situated  on  the  south- 
ern borders  oi  the  San  Juan  River  and  Lake  Nicaragua.  The  association 
obtaining  these  concessions  was  incorporated  by  an  act  of  Congress  approved 
February  29,  1889,  under  the  name  of  "The  Maritime  Canal  Company  of 
Nicaragua."  It  appears  from  the  terms  of  these  concessions  that  the  Maritime 
Canal  Company  is  invested  with  the  clear  and  unquestionable  right  to  construct 
the  work  proposed,  to  sell  its  stock  and  bonds  for  the  funds  required,  and  to 
seek  the  aid  of  foreign  powers,  especially  that  of  the  United  States.  The 
American  Company  thus  authorized  and  organized  has  supplemented  the  previous 
examinations  and  reconnaisanccs  of  officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the 
United  States  bv  careful  detailed  instrumenta!  stirvev"?,  mea-^u remen r-!,  soundings, 
and  estimates  ot  cost,  so  that  the  precise  work  to  be  done  and  the  difiicuitics 
to  be  overcome  are  known.  This  work  liaibccn  revised  by  a  board  of  consult- 
ing engineers,  and  before  anv  aid  shall  be  rendered  by  the  Ci(,)vernmcnt  it  is  to 
be  turther  revised  by  officers  ot  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States,  on 
whose  skill  and  judgment  entire  reliance  can  be  placed.  The  revised  estimates 
place  the  cost  of  the  work  at  $73, 1 76,308,  to  which  is  added  for  possible  con- 
tingencies $14,633,262;  and  to  this  must  be  added  interest  on  the  money 
invested  during  the  progress  of  the  work,  making  the  aggregate  cost  about 
$100,000,000.  The  Maritime  Company  has  entered  upon  the  actual  work  of 
construction,  and  satisfactory  progress  has  been  made,  so  that  the  cost,  location, 
and  engineering  problems  involved  are  fully  known.  It  is  apparent  that  the 
physical  difficulties  to  be  overcome  are  not  greater  than  those  of  many  of  the 
works  of  improvement  undertaken  within  our  own  countrv,  tor  the  hiphc  r  parr 
ot  the  watcrwav  is  to  be  only  l  10  tcct  abcn-e  the  two  oceans — a  le-^  altitude  than 
that  ut'  the  base  of  the  hills  whicli  surrourul  the  city  of  Washington.  The 
works  t^roposcd  include  a  s\  stem  ot  locks,  similar  in  character  to  the  one  built 
by  tiie  United  States  at  the  Falls  ot  Sauli  Sic.  Mane  and  to  those  constructed 
by  Canada  around  the  Falls  of  Niagara.  A  single  dam  across  the  San  Juan  River, 
1,250  feet  long  and  averaging  sixty-one  feet  high,  between  two  steep  hills,  will 
insure  navigable  water  of  sufficient  depth  and  width  for  the  commerce  ot  the 
world  for  a  length  of  1 20  miles.  The  approaches,  to  this  level,  though  expen- 
sive,  are  not  different  from  similar  works,  and  will  be  singularly  sheltered  from 
Boods  and  storms.  Of  the  distance  of  169.4  miles  from  ocean  to  ocean,  142.6 
miles  is  to  be  accomplished  by  slack-water  navigation  in  lake,  river,  and  basins, 
and  only  twenty-six  and  eight-tenths  miles  by  excavated  canal.  The  greatest 
altitude  of  the  ridge  which  divides  the  water  of  Lake  Nicaragua  from  the  Pacific 
Ocean  docs  not  exceed  at  any  point  forty-two  feet  above  the  lake. 

Perhaps  the  chief  engincerine  difficulty  is  in  the  construction  ot  harbors  at  the 
Pacific  and  Atlantic  termini  of  the  Canal;  but  that  at  Grey  town,  on  the  Atlantic 


Digitized  by  Google 


334 


BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


coast,  which  »  considered  the  most  formidable,  has  already  been  parrîally  built. 
Vessels  requiring  fourteen  feet  of  water  can  now  saiely  enter  this  harbor  and 
discharge  their  cargoes  at  the  docks  of  the  Company.  The  obstacles  are  not 
to  be  compared  with  those  encountered  in  the  attempted  construction  of  the 

Panama  Canal,  or  with  tho>c  which  were  easily  overcome  in  the  construction 
of  the  Suez  Canal;  and  the  whole  work,  from  ocean  to  ocean,  is  free  from  the 

dangers  of  moving  sand  and  destroying  frc^-hets.  Lake  Nicaragua  itself  is  one 
of  the  most  rcmarkahlr  physical  features  of  the  world  It  fills  a  cavity  in  the 
midst  ot  a  broken  chain  of  mountains,  whose  height  is  reduced,  at  this  point, 
nearly  to  the  level  of  the  sea,  and  it  furnishes  not  only  the  means  of  navigation 
at  a  low  altitude,  but  enormous  advantages  as  a  safe  harbor. 

Of  the  advantages  to  be  obtained  by  building  the  Canal,  Mr. 
Sherman  observed  : 

The  first  is  one  that  will  be,  and  oug^t  to  be,  shared  by  the  whole  civilized 
world.  The  establishment  of  a  waterway  between  the  Atlantic  and  the  Pacific 
wilt  realize  the  dream  and  hope  of  Columbus,  who,  underestimating  the  circum- 
ference of  the  earth,  started  on  his  voyage  for  the  coast  of  India  and  found  his 
way  blocked  by  the  newly  discovered  continent.  Since  that  time,  for  nearly 
four  centuries,  explorers  have  hoped  to  find  some  open  way  across  the  Isthmus, 
or,  failing  in  that,  to  construct  such  way  by  artificial  means.  Every  evplorer 
and  adventurer,  everv  kine  and  power,  has  shared  in  thi?  hope,  and  to  reali/c  it 
many  hazardous  enterprises  l\ave  been  atTcmpred.  i'he  C»o\crnment  oí  the 
United  States  in  later  years,  especially  since  the  settlement  of  CaliJurnia,  has  felt 
the  deepest  interest  in  accomplishing  this  latter  achievement,  has  sought  by  nego- 
tiation and  by  treaties  to  protect  the  region  from  hostile  occupation,  has  joined, 
in  several  plans  to  construct  Canals  across  the  Isthmus,  and  has  caused  to  be 
made  elaborate  and  careful  surveys,  both  by  civil  and  by  military  engineers,  with  a 
view  to  the  selection  of  the  best  route.  Other  nations  have  been  equally  inter- 
ested, but  not  so  active  or  effective  in  preparing  the  way  and  in  selecting  the 
location.  The  success  of  the  Suez  Canal  led  M.  de  Lbssbps,  who  was  the  chief 
ag^nt  in  the  construction  of  that  work,  to  seek  to  complete  the  channel  of 
navigation  around  the  world  by  a  waterway  at  Panama.  The  scheme  contem- 
plated the  digeing  of  a  Canal  from  sea  to  sea,  partlv  at  the  level  of  tide  water 
and  partly  heiow  it.  I'he  work,  thus  far,  has  been  a  iailure,  and  the  plan  is 
bclie\ed  to  be  inipractirahle.  The  Nicaragua  route,  though  burdened  with  the 
delavi.  oi  lockage,  i»  now  (  onccded  to  be  more  practical,  far  less  costly,  and 
more  useful  than  the  one  ai  Panama,  and  will  accomplish  the  same  object. 

The  second  great  advantage  to  be  derived  from  the  construction  of  this  Canal 
is  the  cxtMsion  of  our  coast  line  through  it  to  our  Western  States  and  to  neigh- 
boring countries.  Vessels  sailing  from  New  York  to  San  Francisco  are  now 
compelled  to  pass  around  Cape  Horn,  a  distance  of  19,000  miles.  The  benefits 
CO  be  derived  from  this  extension  can  scarcely  be  measured.  The  enormous 
quantities  of  wheat,  lumber,  and  other  articles  produced  on  the  Pacific  coast 
can  now  be  transported  to  the  Atlantic  States  only  by  3,000  miles  of  railway  or 
by  the  long  voyage  around  South  America,  so  that  the  entire  value  of  these 
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production?  is  oftrn  consumed  in  the  expense  ot  the  i<nirney.  It  is  believed 
that  our  coasting  trade  would  be  increased  many  ibid  by  the  use  of  the  Canal 
through  Nicaragua,  and  that  by  it  employment  would  be  given  to  vessels  at 
sca^^oHA  of  the  vear  when  they  arc  now  laid  up  in  Northern  ports. 

Another  bencht  to  be  derived  by  the  United  Stales  irom  tiie  construction  of 
this  Canal  is  ttiat  it  will  ^ve  our  people  a  community  of  interests  with  the 
western  coasts  of  Mexico  and  Soath  America,  now  substantially  closed  to  oar 
commerce.  The  commerce  of  these  coasts,  being  compelled  to  go  around  Cape 
Horn,  can  from  that  point  reach  with  less  difficulty  the  markets  of  Europe  than 
the  markets  of  our  own  country  ;  while,  if  the  Canal  be  constructed,  there  will 
be  a  safe,  well-protected  water  route  between  the  western  ports  of  the  American 
continent  and  our  chief  commercial  cities.  The  Canal  will,  for  the  first  time, 
make  possible  an  enforcement  of  the  Monroe  Doctrine,  hitherto  a  mere  dogma 
in  American  policv.  The  communion  of  interests  between  the  American  States 
will  be  enormously  strengthened  by  this  work.  The  South  American  Republics 
are  patterned  after  ours;  there  can  be  no  clashing  of  interests  between  us.  For 
many  years  they  are  not  likclv  to  he  manufacturing  countries,  but  will  be  desotcd 
mumly  to  agriculture  and  mining.  They  would  naturally  exchange  their  gold, 
silver,  sugar,  coffee,  tropical  fruits,  guano,  and  other  sources  of  wealth  for  the 
manufactures  and  productions  of  the  United  States. 

Since  the  appearance  of  Mr.  Sherman's  article,  the  Nicaragua 
enterprise  has  passed  through  various  phases  and  has  been  the  sub- 
ject of  controversy  in  Congress  and  the  press.  The  work  of  con- 
struction was  actually  begun  on  the  line  of  the  Canal  in  1889  and 
continued  until  the  Summer  of  1893,  when  it  was  suspended  for 
want  ot  tumis.  During  the  third  session  of  the  i'itty-third  Con- 
gress (1895),  action  was  taken  for  a  United  Srat(  s  (  Government 
survey  ot  the  Canal  by  the  insertion  of  the  toliowing  provisions 
in  the  Sundry  Civil  Appropriation  Bill; 

For  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  feasibility,  permanence,  and  cost  of  the 
construction  and  completion  of  Nicaragua  Canal  by  the  route  contemplated  and 
provided  for  by  an  act  which  passed  the  Senate  January  28,  1895,  entitled  "An 

act  to  amend  the  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Maritime 'Canal  Com« 
pany  of  Nicaragua,'  approved  February  20,  1889,"  $20,000,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

And  a  Board  of  three  engineers  is  hereby  constituted  to  make  the  survey  and 
examination  necessary  for  such  n=;certainment  ;  said  Board  to  be  selected  and 
appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United  State*:,  one  from  the  Corps  of 
Engineers  of  the  United  States  Army,  one  from  the  Kneinccrs  of  the  Navy,  and 
one  from  civil  life;  and  the  compensation  of  the  jncmbers  of  said  Board  shall 
be  fixed  by  the  President,  not  to  exceed  $5,000  each,  including  such  pay  as  the 
engineers  SO  selected  are  receiving,  for  the  time  they  are  so  employed,  from 
the  Government.  And  the  said  Board,  under  such  arrangements  and  regulations 
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as  shall  be  made  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the  approval  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  shall  vi^it  and  personally  inspec  t  the  route  of  the  said 
Canal,  examine  and  consider  the  plauà,  proiilci,  sections,  prisms,  and  specifica- 
tions for  its  various  parts,  and  report  thereon  to  the  President  ;  and  should 
they  ascertain  that  any  deviation  from  the  general  Une  of  the  proposed  route  is 
desirable,  they  shall  sb  state  in  their  findings  and  conclusions  with  regard 
thereto  in  their  report.  And  sud  Board  shall  make  their  report  on  or  before 
November  i,  1895. 

In  accordance  with  these  provisions.  President  Clevkland 
appointed,  as  the  Board  oí  Survey,  Lieut.  Col.  \Vi imam  Ludlow, 
United  States  Army,  Civil  Engineer  M.  T.  Emmcott,  United 
States  Navy,  and  Alfred  Noble,  ot  llHnois,  from  civil  lite- 
Their  report  was  submitted  to  Congress  February  7,  1896,  and 
was  printed  as  Document  No.  279^  Fifty-iburth  Congress,  ñrst 
session.  The  report  was  conñned  to  the  technical  features  of  the 
work,  and  recommended  further  explorations  and  surveys  to 
determine  the  formation  of  a  final  j^roject  Some  of  the  conclu- 
sions of  the  Board  were  vigorously  combated,  and  Congress,  at  its 
recent  session,  inserted  a  clause  in  the  General  Deficiency  Rill, 
appropriatinci^  $!>o.ooo  "to  continue  the  surveys  and  examina- 
tions aurhori/ted  by  rhe  act  ap|)roved  March  2,  1895,  entitled  "an 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  Gov- 
ernment for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1896,  and  for  other 
purposes/  into  the  proper  route,  the  feasibility  and  cost  of  construc- 
tion of  the  Nicaragua  Canal,  with  the  view  of  making  complete 
plans  for  the  entire  work  of  construction  of  such  Canal  as  therein 
provided,  ♦  *  ♦  and  to  cany  out  this  purpose  the  President 
of  the  United  States  is  authorized  to  appoint,  by  and  with  the 
atÍMc  e  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  a  Commission  to  consist  of 
one  engineer  trom  the  Corps  ot  I "^n pincers  of  the  United  States 
Army,  one  oííicer  of  the  Navy,  who  may  be  taken  trom  tlie  active 
or  retired  lists,  and  one  engineer fi*om  civil  life,  said  Commission 
to  have  all  the  powers  and  duties  conferred  upon  the  Commission 
provided  for  in  said  act." 

Under  this  clause,  President  McKinley,  on  July  9,  1897» 
appointed  as  the  Board  of  Survey,  Rear*Admiral  John  G.  Walp 
KER,  United  States  Navy,  retired;  Capt.  Oberltn  M.  Carter, 
Corps  of  Engineers,  L  nited  States  Army,  and  Lewis  M.  H.xlí  x, 
of  Pennsylvania,  civil  engineer. 
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Their  re[)ort  will  douhtlesb  determine  detmitcly  the  route  of 
the  Canal  and  the  probable  cost  of  the  work.  What  assistance, 
if  any,  will  be  given  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to 
the  construction  of  the  Canal  is,  of  course,  a  matter  which  Con- 
grcss  must  finally  decide.  But  it  seems  clear,  from  the  considera- 
tions I  have  endeavored  to  set  forth,  first,  that  a  Canal  across  the 
Isthmus,  by  the  most  practicable  route,  is  the  great  international 
necessity  of  the  times;  and^  second,  that  it  should  be  built  with 
the  active  sympathy  and  cooperation  ot  all  the  American  Repub- 
lics, as  a  means  of  intercontinental  development  and  progress  along 
the  lines  marked  out  by  the  pohtical  and  commercial  possii^ilities 
of  a  closer  union  among  them.  In  the  words  of  John  Quincy 
Adams,  uttered  more  than  seventy  years  ago,  it  appears  now  not 
only  possible,  but  appropriate  and  timely,  for  the  United  States 
to  declare  and  maintain,  as  its  National  policy  and  fixed  purpose, 
that  ^the  remainder  of  both  the  American  continents  must  hence- 
forth be  left  to  the  management  of  American  hands." 

The  construction  of  a  Canal  across  the  Isthmus  of  Panaiiia 
under  purely  American  auspices  would  crystallize  this  policy  into 
fact.  The  special  utility  of  the  Nicaragua  enterprise  tor  this  pur- 
pose is  tlius  tersely  stated  by  General  Grant  in  an  artich:  by  him 
in  the  North  American  Review  of  February,  i88i:  **In  accord- 
•ance  with  the  early  and  later  policy  of  the  Government,"  said  he, 
*in  obedience  to  the  often-expressed  will  of  the  American  people, 
with  a  due  regard  to  our  national  dignity  and  power,  with  a 
watchful  care  for  the  safety  and  prosperity  of  our  interests  and 
industries  on  this  Continent,  and  with  a  determination  to  guard 
against  even  the  first  approach  of  rival  [lowers,  whether  friendly 
or  hostile,  on  these  shores,  /  ctunmend  an  ylmcriran  rami  I,  nn  Amcii- 
can  soiL  to  the  Ameriran  people^  and  congratulate  myself  on  tiie  fact 
that  the  most  careful  explorations  have  demonstrated  that  the 
route  standing  in  this  attitude  before  the  world  is  the  one  which 
commends  itself  as  a  judicious,  economical,  and  prosperous  work." 
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ARGENTINE  REPUBLIC. 

IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS  IN  1896. 

The  Moniteur  Officiel  du  Commerce  (French  Official  Journal) 
of  May  6^  1 897,  publishes  the  following  statistics  relative  to  the 
foreign  trade  of  the  Argentine  Republic  : 

The  imports  in  1896  amounted  in  value  to  11^,121,34.7  piasters  ($113,987,- 
011),  an  increase  of  some  17,000,000  piasters  over  the  preceding  \  ear.  The 
increase  was  mainly  in  iron  and  manufactures  theret)!",  which  were  imported  to 
the  value  of  4,868,000  piasters  (¡^4,517,620);  in  wood  and  ariicki  thereof, 
3,033,000  piasters  (§2,926,854);  and  in  chemical  and  pharmaceutical  products, 
2,350^000  piasters  ($2,267,750).  The  imports  according  to  countries  were, 
in  round  numbers  : 


Couatrie*. 

Vtlue. 

13,  yoü,  ouo 
44,700.000 
12,  0  0,  000 
111  39O1  000 
IX,  810,000 

Dcllars. 
13.413.  5«XJ 

43.  135.  500 
11,  5S0,  000 
lo.  qiji,  350 
lOv  827,650 

Belgium,  Brazil,  Spun,  and  other  nations  follow.  There  was  an  increase 
in  English  imports  of  about  4,500,000  piasters;  in  French  imports,  nearly 
3,000,000  piasters;  in  German,  some  2,800,000  piasters,  and  in  Italian, 

ahout  1 , oco, 000  piasters. 

The  total  value  of  exports  in  1896  reached  1 17,849  855  piasters  ($1 1 3,730,- 
no),  a  decrease  of  over  3,000,000  piasters  in  comparison  with  the  figures  for 
1895.  This  wai  especially  noticeable  in  live  stock.  Agricultural  products 
show  an  increase  of  1,700,000  piasters,  principally  in  maize.  There  uasa  large 
decrease  in  the  value  of  the  wheat  exported — over  6,000,000  piasters. 

As  to  the  dcstinutiuii  u:  ihc  exports,  France  received  lu  the  value  of  23,600,- 
000  piasters  ($22,774,000);  England,  14,300,000  piasters  ($13,799,500); 
Germany,  13,300,000  piasters  (§12,834,500);  Belgium,  12,000,000  piasters 
(3 1 1,580,000)  ;  Brazil,  9,800,000  piasters  (§9,457,000).  The  United  States, 
Italy,  and  Uruguay  follow  in  order. 

From  this  general  review  it  may  be  seen  that  the  countries  which  send  to  the 
Argentine  Repubjic  more  than  they  buy  are  England,  Italy,  and  the  United 
irtatcs.  On  the  other  hand,  France,  Belgium,  and  Brazil  import  more  largely 
than  they  export.    The  balance  of  trade  with  Grermany  is  about  even. 
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BOLIVIA. 

Señor  Don  Luis  Paz,  accredited  to  United  States  as  Envoy 

Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Republic  ot 
Bolivia,  has  been  fbrmally  received  by  President  McKinlev. 

Señor  Paz  was  previously  in  the  Ministr}'  of  President  Bap- 
tista, and  for  a  number  of  years  has  been  prominent  in  the  public 
aâairs  of  his  country. 


BRAZIL. 

COFFEE  CULTIVATION. 

The  following  on  the  subject  of  the  cultivation  of  coflTee  in 
Brazil,  published  in  the  Revue  Coloniak  of  the  8th  of  J  uly,  is 
taken  from  a  report  addressed  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations 

of  France  by  Mr.  Vienkr,  on  his  return  irom  South  America. 

The  largest  coffee-planting  region  is  toutid  between  latitudes 
1 8*^  and  25°  south;  but  it  extends  much  iarthcr  north,  and  coffee 
raising  is  carried  on  in  an  immense  territory,  embracing  twenty- 
five  degrees  of  latitude  ;nn]  twenty-four  degrees  of  longitude. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  century  Brazil  exported  only  a  very 
small  quantity  of  coffee,  but  now  it  is  the  principal  cofibe-producing 
country  of  the  world. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  increase  of  the  Brazilian 
coffee  trade  since  1800,  from  the  ports  of  Rio  and  Santos  alone, 
in  bags  of  òo  kiiogiauia  1^133  pounds)  each  : 

1800   13  ,  1840   1,037,981 

1S17   66,985  ,  1876   3.765, 122 

1820   97, 489  '  1895  6,  508,  768 

1B3O  484,  332  I 

In  1895  the  crop  was  estimated  at  7,000,000  bags;  in  1896  it 
was  even  lar^^er. 

The  cortee  plant  is  not  indigenous  to  Brazil,  but  it  is  to-day 
completely  acclimated.  One  hnds,  it  is  true,  in  the  forests  of 
Botucato  (State  of  São  Paulo)  a  so-called  wild  coffee  plant  (coffea 
amarello),  but  they  are  without  doubt  plants  that  have  come  up 
from  seeds  carried  by  birds  or  monkeys.  The  cultivated  variety 
Bull.  No.  3  2 
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is  called  in  the  country  ^cóScsl  vermelbo.*^  The  height  of  the 
plant  varies  from  2  to  5  meters  and  the  stem  measures  from  40  to 
70  centimeters  in  circumference. 

The  processes  of  cultivation  vary  according  to  the  locality. 
Thus  in  the  province  of  Ceará,  according  to  a  pamphlet  by  Mr. 
JoH,  quotcci  irom  by  Mr.  Viener,  tht^  coffee  plant  is  always  started 
in  greenhouses.  The  roots  are  transplanted  at  the  age  of  two 
years,  preferably  from  fanuary  to  April,  and  are  planted  at  a  dis- 
tance of  from  10  to  12  palmos  (the  palmo  is  equivalent  to  about 
9  inches).  They  begin  to  yield  at  four  or  five  years.  The  sea- 
son for  gathering  the  crop  is  not  always  the  same;  on  the  other 
hand  it  has  quite  a  long  duration,  varying  somewhat  according  to 
the  heaviness  of  the  rainy  season*  which  generally  begins  in  May 
or  June  and  ends  in  August. 

The  beans  are  placed  on  a  paved  floor  (uncovered)  called  in 
the  country  fetch/ a  c  and  the  cirying  lasts  from  thirty  to  thirty-five 
days.  In  the  State  of  Ceará  the  old  system  ot  decortication  bv 
grinding  by  millstones  (rodieros)  turning  in  a  stone  trough  is  still 
employed.  This  method  leaves  much  to  be  desired,  for  many  ot 
the  grains  are  crushed  by  the  weight  of  the  stones.  The  cleaning 
and  burnishing  are  done  usually  by  hand. 

In  the  States  of  S&o  Paulo  and  Minas  Geiaes  the  cultivation 
of  coffee  occupies  vast  areas,  and  the  treatment  of  the  coffee  after 
the  crop  has  been  gathered  is  done  in  a  much  more  perfect  manner 
than  in  Ceará,  and  by  the  most  improved  machinery. 

The  largest  fazenda  (j)lantation)  in  Brazil,  and  perhaps  in  the 
world,  is  tlie  Dumont  plantation  (State  of  Minas  Geraes),  estab- 
lished by  a  Frenchman,  whose  name  tlic  plantation  still  bears. 
The  total  extent  of  the  property  is  30,000  hectares;  6,150  of 
which  are  planted  in  coffee.  The  number  of  plants  in  1896  was 
4,718,00a 

The  cultivation  is  carried  on  by  Italian  emigrants,  of  whom 
there  arc  8,000  employed.  Each  year  the  extent  of  this  planta- 
tion grows,  and  the  production  becomes  larger  and  larger. 

In  1S95  the  yield  from  the  Dumont  fazenda  alone  amounted 
to  4,100,000  kilograms,  and  that  of  i(S</)  rose  to  4,500,000  kilo- 
grams. This  plantation  was  sold  xhm-  years  ago  to  a  Brazilian 
company  ior  die  sum  of  1 2,000,000  trancs. 
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BRITISH  HONDURAS. 

PROPOSED  RAILWAY. 

[From  United  States  Consular  Reports  for  July,  1897.] 

I  have  to  report  that  the  engineers  sent  by  the  colonial  office  in  London  to 
survey  and  report  on  the  practicability  of  the  proposed  railroad  from  Belize  to 
the  western  frontier  of  the  colony  have  completed  their  report,  and  copies  of 
it,  with  map,  can  be  had,  including  postage,  for  $3. 

The  total  length  of  the  proposed  line  h  72  miles,  and  the  estimated  cost, 
including  pier,  is  ^734,663  ($3,5 75, 237. This  estimate,  however,  is  for 
a  road  built  in  the  most  approved  and  substantial  manner. 

There  t$  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  a  road  could  be  built  and  equipped  with 
American  rails  and  rolling  stock  for  as  many  dollars  as  there  are  pounds  given, 
and  have  a  handsome  margin  of  profit.  There  are  no  eng^neeiing  difficulties  to 
be  overcome,  and  by  changing  the  proposed  route  a  little  the  brid^ng  and 
exposure  to  floods  can  be  avoided. 

Owing  to  the  enomious  cost,  as  estimated  in  the  report,  the  Government  has 
decided  that  the  road  would  not  pay  interest  on  the  investment  unless  it  were 
continued  into  Cîuatcmala,  and  negotiations  through  the  foreign  office  are  now 
being  carried  on  for  the  purpose  of  learning  the  views  of  the  Guatemalan  Gov- 
ernment on  the  subject. 

The  colonial  government  is  prepared  to  consider  renders  from  reliable  com- 
panies for  the  construction  of  a  railroad  to  the  western  fronuct  and  to  grant 
concessions  of  land,  with  a  bonus  of  money,  to  aid  the  enterprise. 

This  would  be  a  good  field  for  American  capital  and  would  largely  increase 
•    trade  with  the  United  States. 

I  have  no  doubt  a  concession  could  be  obtûned  from  Guatemala  and  Mexico, 
should  the  company  wish  to  extend  the  railroad  into  those  countries.  This  I 
should  consider  highly  desirable,  as  immense  quantities  of  logwood  and  mahog- 
any are  reported  to  he  available  on  the  opening  of  a  railroad  to  the  interior  of 
these  parts.  It  is  also  said  to  be  a  fine  country  for  agriculture  and  grazing, 
with  a  temperate  climate. 

Albert  ë,  Moslan,  Consul, 

Belize,  May  2^,  /<fp7> 

COLOMBIA. 

DUTY  OP  TEN  PER  CENT  ON  POSTAL  PARCELS. 

By  a  decree  ot  the  4th  ot  November,  1896,  the  p^oveniiTient  of 
the  department  of  Panama  levied  a  tax  of  ten  per  cent  ad  valorem 
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on  all  parcels  received  by  mail  from  abroad*  and  regulated  the 
manner  of  collecting  this  tax,  the  ñscal  agents  receiving  instruct 
tions  to  open  all  parcels. 

Following  the  receipt  of  complaints  made  on  this  subject,  the 
Colombian  Government  modified  the  original  instructions  in  the 
tollowing  manner: 

The  value  of  the  postal  parcel  shall  be  fully  established  by  the 
stani[)  and  by  the  declaration  accompanying  it,  and  the  verifying 
of  the  exactness  of  the  declarations  shall  only  be  made  when 
there  are  some  suspicions  or  reasons  for  so  doing. 

Furthermore  the  import  duty  applied  to  postal  parcels  shall  be 
levied  in  the  future  at  the  post-office  where  they  are  received,  and 
not  at  the  bureaus  of  the  Department  of  Finance. 


COSTA  RICA. 

The  National  Congress  of  this  Republic  issued  a  decree  on  the 
20th  of  May  ultimo^  prohibiting  from  that  date  die  immigration 
of  Chinese  into  the  country;  but  this  prohibition  will  not  affect 
individuals  of  that  nationality  already  permanently  established  in 
Costa  Rica.  The  latter  can  leave  the  country  and  retum  to  it 
whenever  they  may  desire  to  do  so. 

ilie  same  decree  empowers  the  Executive  to  prevent  the  immi- 
gration into  the  Republic  oí  any  other  race  that  the  Gi)vernnient 
may  consider  obnoxious  to  the  pro<;ress  and  wHtare  of  the  nation. 

The  Executive  power  will  dictate  the  necessary  regulations 
for  the  enforcement  of  the  present  law. 

The  Executive  power  has  approved  the  constitution  of  an 
association  entitled  **The  Sarapiqui  Estates  Company,  Limited,*" 
the  object  of  which  is  to  improve  a  very  large  portion  of  land 
well  adapted  for  the  growing  of  coffee,  cacao,  and  all  other 
tropical  products.  This  company  was  established  in  London, 
En¿¿land,  on  the  28th  of  August,  1896. 
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HONDURAS. 

CONCESSIONS  GRANTED— CHANGES  IN  TARIFF  LAW. 

In  a  recent  communication  to  the  Department  of  State,  Mr. 
W.  M.  Little,  United  States  consul  at  Tegucigalpa,  says; 

A  concession  has  been  granted  to  New  York  capitalists  for  the  completion  of 

the  Interoceanic  Railroad  from  Puerto  Cortez  to  Amapala.    The  Government 

celebrated  the  contract  with  the  "Honduras  Syndicate"  of  New  York.  The 

sviidicatc  is  obligated  to  arrange  the  foreign  debt,  has  the  right  to  establish  a 
national  bank,  and  has  control  of  the  custom-houses  of  the  Republic  ibr  a  term 
of  years.     The  syndicate  is  to  put  up  certain  guaranties  in  a  short  time. 

A  concession  is  granted  to  Washington  capitalists  for  the  construction  of  an 
electric  railroad  of  the  Fryer  system,  from  Puerto  Cortez  to  TrtuciUo.  The 
concession  is  made  to  the  "American  Honduras  Company  "  of  Washington. 
The  company  has  to  moke  certún  deposits  in  the  nature  of  guarantees. 

An  act  making  certain  changes  in  the  tariff  law,  and  an  act  making  the  culti- 
vation and  sale  of  tobacco  free  were  passed  by  Congress.  Heretofore  it  has  been 
a  Government  monopoly. 

A  concession  to  American  capitalists  to  establish  a  wagon  road  and  an  express 
line  from  Puerto  Cortez  to  Tegucigalpa  and  thence  to  Amapala  was  also  granted. 

ABOLITION  OF  TOBACCO  MONOPOLY. 

Decree  No.  114. 
THE  NATIONAL  CONGRESS  DECREES: 

AaricLB  1.  The  monopoly  of  tobacco  in  the  State  is  abolished.  In  conse* 
quence  it  is  perraitted,  without  any  linùtaûon,  to  plant,  cultivate,  reap  the  profits, 
prepare,  and  export  said  plant. 

Article  z.  From  the  day  this  law  goes  into  efiect  the  Executive  Power  is 
authorized  to  sell  the  existing  supply  of  tobacco  at  a  feasible  price. 

Articlp  This  law  shall,  in  regard  to  the  planting  and  exportation  of 
tobacco,  take  effect  the  1st  of  August,  1897;  and,  in  regard  to  aboUtioo 
of  monopoly,  the  ist  of  December  of  the  current  year. 

Given  in  Tegucigalpa,  in  the  Hall  of  Sessions,  the  3d  day  of  April,  1897. 

(Signed)  José  Maria  Reina, 

Fresiíknt, 

TARIFF  CHANGES. 
Decree  No.  119. 

THE  NATIONAL  CONGRESS  DECREES: 

Article  1.  There  is  hereby  established  for  the  appraisement  of  merchandise 
which  may  be  imported  into  the  State  a  twelfth  class,  with  appraisement  of  two 
pesos  per  pound,  gross  weight> 
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Article  z.  In  the  apprabements  established  the  following  modifications  are 

made  : 

1.  Kotticd  wine  and  beer  of  every  quality  are  taken  from  the  second  class 

and  transferred  to  the  durd  class. 

2.  Wine  ind  beer  of  every  class  in  barrels,  demijohns,  or  anv  other  kind  of 
vessel  excepc  buttles,  ure  taken  from  the  second  cias»  and  transferred  to  the 
fourth* 

3.  Liquors,  strong  or  sweet,  such  as  alcohol,  brandy,  whisky,  absinthe,  rum, 
gin,  mistela»  chartreuse,  bitters,  etc.,  and  champagne  when  it  comes  in  bottles 
and  does  not  exceed  22  degrees  Carthier,  are  taken  from  the  founh  class  and 
transferred  to  the  sixth.  Champagne  above  the  grade  mentioned  shall  be 
appraised  in  proportion. 

4.  Liquors,  strong  or  sweet,  such'  as  alcohol,  brandy,  whisky,  absinthe,  rum, 
gin,  etc.,  when  they  come  in  barrels,  demijohns,  or  other  vessels  than  bottles, 
and  do  not  exceed  22  degrees  Carthicr,  arc  taken  from  the  fourth  class  and 
transferred  to  the  eighth.  Exceeding  this  grade  they  shall  be  appraised  in  pro- 
portion. 

Ç.  Pantaloons,  vests,  jackets,  coats-trocks,  sacks,  cutaway-cloaks,  and  what- 
soever other  similar  piece  of  clothing  made  for  the  exterior  dress  of  men,  of 
wool  or  linen,  are  taken  from  the  eighth  class  axA  transferred  to  the  ninth. 

6.  Saddles,  halters,  gun  cases,  pistol  holsters,  bridle  reins,  girths,  martingales, 
cruppers,  and  other  iixtures  are  taken  from  the  ninth  class  and  transferred  to 
the  eighth. 

7.  Ivory  balls  for  Inlliard  tables,  when  they  come  without  these  (tables); 
jewdry,  ornaments,  precious  stones  and  jewels,  articles  of  gold  Or  silver  and 
those  which  contain  something  of  these  metals;  watches  of  whatsoever  material; 
empty  boxes  of  plush,  satin,  or  leather,  prepared  for  placing  watches  or  jewels; 
silk,  crude  or  mixed  with  other  material,  manufactured  in  whatsoever  form, 
when  the  principal  part  is  silk,  are  taken  from  the  eleventh  class  and  trans* 
ferred  to  the  twelfth. 

8.  Cigarcitcs  of  every  class,  including  also  cigars,  are  taken  from  the  tenth 
class  and  transferred  to  the  ninth. 

Article  $.  The  importation  of  ^uardiente  (such  as  that  made  in  the 
country),  rum,  whisky,  brandy,  gin,  and  anisette  of  the  ordinary  classes,  is 
prohibited,  the  Government  also  remaining  empowered  to  import  them  and  sell 
them. 

Article  4.  All  merchandise  that  may  be  imported  shall  pay  100  per  cent  in 
addition  to  the  apprûsement  and  warehouse  dues  established* 

Article  5.  This  law  shall  take  effect  the  1st  of  August,  1897;  but  that  pro- 
vided in  Article  4  shall  onlv  have  effect  from  that  date  in  case  of  there  not 
having  been  deposited  on  the  25th  of  May  the  guarantee  stipulated  in  the  con- 
tract with  the  "  Honduras  syndicate"  in  regard  to  arrangement  of  debt,  bank, 
and  railroad.  In  case  the  guarantee  i>  deposited  the  said  Article  4  shall  only 
have  effect  from  the  1st  of  October  in  advance,  in  case  of  the  laiiurc  oi  lullill- 
ment  of  that  stipulated  in  the  same  contract. 

(Signed)  Joal  Maru  Reina, 

April  3,  1897.  President 
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NoTF. — The  oriifinal  tariff  law,  wiih  its  eleven  classe"!,  to  whirh  reference  is  made 
in  this  decree,  is  published  in  the  "Handbook  of  lionduras,"  issued  by  the  bureau 
ol  American  Republics,  the  classes  being  given  at  the  end.  Since  the  publication  of 
the  original  law  duties  have  been  increased,  first  20  per  cent  on  the  original  amount 

anJ  then  30  per  cent  on  this  total.    In  place  of  these  two  scpiiralc  incre.ifîes,  lhe  new 
law  provideii  that  all  ^^onds  iniporli  d  shall  be  siihiert  to  an  additional  ta\  of  100  per 
cent  over  and  above  the  original  duties  and  warehouse  dues.    The  warehouse  tax  is 
*  centavos  per  gross  pound 


MEXICO. 

HOW  TRADE  BETWEEN  MEXICO  AND  THE  UNITED  STATES 

MAY  BE  INCREASED. 

Mr.  Reuben  D.  George,  United  States  Consul  at  Sonora, 
Mexico^  has  transmitted  to  the  Department  of  State  a  lengthy 
and  interesting  report  on  the  subject  of  extending  the  trade  of 
United  States  with  western  Mexico. 

From  the  report  the  following  is  taken  : 

American  manufactuicrs  and  exporters,  in  general,  should  unite  and  establish 
an  agency  at  Guaymas.  The  expenses  oí  such  an  agency  would  not  'be  great 
where  ten  or  twelve  manufacturers  of  different  lines  dubbed  together. 

Many  firms  send  representatives  to  Mexico  who  are  new  to  the  field,  and 
when,  at  the  end  of  a  few  weeks'  trip,  they  fùl  to  procure  Orders  to  the  amount 
that  was  expected  become  discouraged  and  retnm  home,  and  thus  leave  the 
markets  open  to  our  more  painstaking  European  competitors,  who  by  their 
staying  qualities  invariably  obtain  large  orders. 

Sonora  and  Sinaloa  offer  a  field  of  importance  to  United  States  shippers,  but 
they  should  make  up  their  minds  that  it  will  require  an  outlay  of  capital  and  a 
reasonable  time  before  the  trade  can  be  diverted  from  the  old  European  channels. 
Business  is  done  more  slowly  in  Mexico  than  in  the  United  States,  and  American 
exporters  who  want  to  secure  Mexican  trade  must  conform  tt)  conditions  and 
customs  in  vogue  in  Mexico.  Nîake  goods  to  suit  the  wants  oí  our  neighbors 
at  as  cheap  a  rate  as  anybody  will  make  them,  it  they  are  not  willing  to  do 
these  things  they  had  better  keep  their  traveling  salesmen  at  home,  as  it  would 
only  be  time  and  money  wasted* 

The  commercial  traveler  should  take  great  pains  to  ascertain  how  the  goods 
are  to  be  packed,  and  instruct  his  house  not  to  deviate  from  his  directions. 
The  instructions  for  packing  and  baling  should  be  closely  followed,  as  it  will 
often  add  considerable  to  the  cost  of  the  merchandise  (in  the  shape  of  duties) 
unless  strictly  adhered  to. 

The  superiority  and  excellence  of  our  American  manufactures  has  been  recog- 
nised, and  whenever  rhe  eoods  have  been  properly  represented  the  tendency 
has  been  to  purchase  them.  Especially  is  thi?  the  ca$c  with  shelf  hardware, 
boots  and  shoes,  fur  and  wool  hats,  bleached  and  unbleached  cotton,  brown  and 

*  Note — Amount  not  stated. 
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blue  dcnim^,  hac"'?,  hird,  candles,  tallow,  bacon,  groceries,  bottled  beer,  bourbon 
whisky,  lumber,  mining  mnchincry,  and  e.\plosivc>.  Vet,  with  Mexico  at  our 
door,  with  complete  railroad  iacilitics,  ircight  rates  trom  St.  Louis,  Kansas  City, 
and  ChicaL'o  to  Guaymas  based  upon  water  rates,  we  have  only  a  little  uvcr  50 
per  cent  ot  Mexico's  foreign  trade  in  Sonora  and  Sinaloa.  The  fault  lies  with 
the  manufacturer  that  our  export»  to  Mexico  are  not  now  75  or  80  per  cent, 
and  not  with  the  United  States  consular  service,  as  has  often  been  declared  by 
our  exporters. 

During  my  present  term  of  office  I  have  had  opportunities  {not  enjoyed  by 
many  consulates)  to  come  in  contact  with  nearly  all  the  salesmen  visiting  Nogales, 
Arizona,  and  by  urging  them  to  visit  Magdalena,  Hermosillo,  and  Guaymas,  I 
have  succeeded  with  a  great  many,  and,  with  few  exceptions,  they  have  secured 

good  orders.    Without  this  personal  aid  or  urging,  many  of  these  commercial 

travelers  would  never  have  taken  their  samples  into  Mexico. 

The  trade  of  Mexico  U  open  to  the  .American  manufacturer  and  exporter, 
and,  all  things  ct)nsidcrcd,  wc  ought  to  do  8^  per  cent  of  the  business;  but,  until 
agencies  arc  established  throughout  the  republic,  commercial  travelers  employed 
who  are  familiar  with  the  Spanish  language,  much  of  the  trade  naturally  belonging 
to  the  United  States  will  continue  to  go  to  Europe, 


NICARAGUA. 

INDUSTRIAL  AND  AGRICULTURAL  RESOURCES. 
By  J.  FftANCis  Lb  BAaow,  C.  E. 

Geographically  and  climatologically,  Nicaragua  is  divided  into  two  distinct 
zones  by  the  chain  ot  tlic  Cordilleras  Mountains,  which,  more  or  less  broken 
and  with  numerous  Banking  spurs,  traverse  the  Republic  in  a  northwest  and 
southeast  direction,  parailei  to  the  Pacific  Coast. 

On  the  eastern  slope,  we  find  a  wild  and  unexplored  country,  covered  with  a 
dense  and  almost  impassable  virpn  forest.  Inhabited  only  by  a  few  scattered 
bands  of  wild  Indians,  except  on  the  immediate  coast  of  the  Caribbean  Sea, 
where  are  found  the  Mosquito  Indians  and  Caribs,  negroes  from  Jamaica  and 
other  West  India  islands,  and  a  few  "Kroomen,*'  n^roet  from  the  west  coast 
of  Africa,  brought  oripnatly  to  Panama  to  work  on  the  canal.  There  are  white 
settlements  at  GreytOWn  and  Rluefields.  All  the  civilized  part  of  the  country 
lies  on  the  western  slope  and  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the  Republic,  where 
the  Nicaraguans  proper  live  and  where  are  to  be  found  the  large  cities  and  culti- 
vated farms  and  haciendas.  This  localization  of  population  is  accounted  for 
by  the  climatic  conditions.  The  writer  resided  for  over  two  years  in  this 
country,  in  charge  of  the  surveys  and  preliminary  work  on  the  Nicaragua  Canal, 
and  had  exceptional  facilities  for  studying  the  country  and  its  resources.  From 
the  meteorological  records  taken  daily  under  my  direction,  wc  ñnd  that  a  rain- 
fall of  S97  inches  per  year  occurs  at  Greytown,  while  on  the  west  side,  the  mean 
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precipitation  is  only  65  inches,  and  in  the  year  1883,0111x47.44  inches  was 
rerordi-H  .ir  the  National  Institute,  Granada.  The  season*?  are  well  defined  on 
the  west  side,  but  on  the  cast  side,  there  appears  to  be  no  regularity,  but  it  rains 
nearly  every  day. 

In  the  San  Juan  V'allev,  the  trees  grow  to  an  immense  size  and  height,  and 
the  ground  between  is  covered  with  a  thicic  undergrowth  oi  vines  and  shrubs. 
The  soil  on  the  east  side  is  mainly  reddish  cla^  overlaid  by  the  leaf  humus.  On 
the  west  side,  there  is  little  of  the  clay  and  more  of  good  black  soil,  in  many 
places  underlaid  with  lavas  and  volcanic  ashes  and  gravels.  The  littoral  cordon 
on  the  east  coast  is  sand,  while  on  the  west  coast,  it  is  almost  universally  rock, 
except  in  those  re-entrant  angles  where  sands  have  accumulated  by  the  action 
of  the  wav«  or  been  brought  down  by  streams. 

At  present,  the  modern  industries  of  Nicaragua  are  but  few.  There  is  a  fine 
ice  plant  in  operation  in  Granada,  and  another  has  been  established  at  Mana- 
gua. There  arc  two  large  and  costlv  soap  factories,  one  in  Leon  and  the  other 
in  Granada.  Most  of  the  large  towns  and  cities  have  water  supplies,  but  the 
sewerage  is  very  defective.  Electric  lights  and  telephones  have  been  introduced, 
and  the  telegraph  service,  which  h  conducted  by  the  Government,  is  very  efficient 
and  cheap.  While  there,  in  charge  of  the  Nicaragua  Canal  works  and  acces- 
sories, I  bttilt  a  telegraph  line  from  Greytown,  or  San  Juan  del  Norte,  as  the 
Nicaraguans  call  the  place,  to  Castillo,  on  the  San  Juan  River,  65  miles,  where 
it  connects  with  a  line  built  by  the  Nicaraguan  Government.  I  also  laid  out 
and  partially  built  a  rûlroad,  10  use  in  the  construction  of  the  Canal  from 
Greytown  to  Ochoa,  on  the  San  Juan  River  near  the  mouth  of  the  San  Carlos, 
32  mile  -. 

The  mining  industry  has  received  some  little  development,  but  the  mines  and 
mineral  resources  are  so  extensive  that  several  chapters  could  be  devoted  to 
them.  I  have  only  space  to  say  here  that  these  resources  are  very  laree  and 
many  of  the  deposits  are  very  rich,  so  rich,  in  iact,  that  it  is  stared  by  a  mining 
engineer  (Pablo  Levy)  that  ir  was  no  uncommon  sight  in  Segovia  and  Chantóles 
to  see  a  man  seated  in  the  door  oi  iiis  cabin  engaged  'n  grinding  pieces  of  gold- 
bearing  quartz  between  two  stones,  the  products  of  which  he  would  afterwards 
wash  with  quicksilver  in  a  canoe  and  evaporate  and  thus  obtdn  gold  enough  to 
supply  his  simple  wants.  There  are  no  less  than  425  silver  and  gold  mines  in 
the  RepubUc  now  known,  and  probably  four-fifths  of  the  country  is  unexplored, 
owing  to  the  dense  forests.  The  native  industries  are  unique.  They  comprise 
the  manufacture  of  fine  hammocks  and  straw  hats,  nearly  as  fine  as  the  Panama; 
jewelry  and  silver  work  made  by  the  native  goldsmiths;  the  making  of  coarse 
pottery,  small  images,  and  vases  by  the  Indians;  the  carving  of  jicaras  and 
cocoanuts,  which  is  very  artistically  executed.  Jicaras  are  the  hard-shelled 
gourds,  which  grow  verv  jilentifully  on  iirarn  trees  on  the  west  side  and  in  the 
interior.  They  also  make  a  great  many  rooring  tiles  by  liand  and  crude  appli- 
ances. The  roofs  in  the  cities  are  all  covered  with  them,  no  shingles  being  used, 
except  in  Greytown  and  Bluchcids,  where  the  houses  arc  built  of  wood. 

All  the  large  houses  and  stores,  business  blocks,  etc.,  in  the  cities  are  built 
almost  universally  of  mud  walls,  nearly  if  not  quite  three  feet  thick,  and  almost 
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uiii\  er>;iliy  oí"  only  one  nory  in  height.  These  buildings  are  very  cool,  and  are 
buiit  with  large  doors  opening  Ironi  the  rooms  directly  on  t)ic  street  in  iront 
and  into  ihc  "  patio, "or  garden,  in  the  inside.  The  rooms  arc  all  built  around 
this  "patio,"  and  the  whole  often  covers  a  halt'  block.  Adobe,  or  sun-dried 
bricks,  are  also  used.  The  outside  and  inside  are  stuccoed  and  the  surface  looks 
very  well.    No  outside  blinds  are  used  on  the  houses^ 

The  Nicaraguans  also  make  a  coarse  brown  sugar,  very  heavy,  and  molasses, 
but  there  afe  no  refineries.  Cattle  raising  is  a  thriving  Industry  and  thousands 
of  fine  cattle  roam  on  the  plains,  or  llanuras,  in  the  northwestern  provinces. 
Great  quantities  of  cigars.  Of  "puros,"  are  made  in  the  Republic,  nearly  all  of 
which  find  a  home  market,  and  nearly  every  poor  (amily  in  the  towns  count  this 
as  one  of  their  always  ready  sources  of  income.  They  raise  a  very  good 
tobacco.  The  country  people  make  all  their  own  soap.  They  make  their  conn- 
try  houses  sometimes  with  walls  of  adobe,  but  generally  of  bamboo  canes  very 
neatly  interlaced,  and  co\cred  with  palm  leaves.  These  houses  they  make 
very  ingeniously,  without  the  use  of  a  single  nail,  the  trame  and  the  roof  cover- 
ing being  securely  lashed  with  bejuco  vines,  which  grow  in  great  abundance  in 
the  woods  and  are  very  strong  and  durable,  some  varieties  bâng  almost  as 
strong  as  wire  and  are  called  bejuco  de  alambre,  or  wire  vine.  The  raising  and 
making  of  indigo  was,  many  years  ago,  a  flourishing  business,  but  it  now  Ian- 
guishes,  owing  to  the  cheapness  of  aniline  dyes,  which  have  superseded  it.  The 
natives  manufacture  by  hand  a  great  deal  of  house  fiimtture  of  native  woods, 
which,  when  well  made,  is  costly,  a  nice  bedroom  set  made  of  mahogany,  costing 
^i,ooo  in  Nicaraguan  money. 

They  make  also  rubber  goods,  such  as  blankets  or  sheets,  bag?,  ponchos,  etc., 
by  coating  cotton  cloth  with  the  native  rubber,  which  do  very  well  for  several 
years'  use,  but  in  the  course  of  eight  or  ten  years,  the  rubber  coating  decays  and 
cracks  off.  They  make  also  large  and  small  canoes  and  large  "  bungos  "  or 
sailboats,  the  canoes  being  neatly  hollowed  out  of  a  single  log. 

There  are  54.  different  kinds  of  good  lumber  trees  growing  in  great  abundance 
in  the  country,  many  of  which  produce  the  finest  lumber  in  the  world.  There 
is  untold  wealth  in  the  forests  of  Nicaragua.  Not  only  are  there  the  trees  just 
mentioned,  all  of  which  furnish  exceptionally  good  lumber  and  have  been 
selected  from  173  varieties  comprising  all  that  I  examined  (and  there  are 
probably  a  great  many  others  never  yet  described  or  found),  but  there  are  40 
trees  furnishing  industrial  or  medicinal  gums,  balsams,  resins,  textile  material, 
oils,  extracts,  essences,  food  and  drink,  and  spices,  besides  74  varieties  of  fruit 
trees,  of  which  17  arc  wild  and  57  cultivated.  It  would  be  impossible  to  even 
enumerate  all  the  varieties  in  this  article  for  want  of  space.  Only  one  or  two 
of  them  have  English  names.  Of  these,  mahogany,  cedar,  pine,  and  live  oak 
arc  well  known.  I  did  not  see  any  pencil  cedar  in  the  country.  There  is  also 
the  almendro,  or  ibo  {wild  ahnond),  called  in  Jamaica  Break  Ax  ((Quebracho), 
and  is  probably  the  tree  known  in  Argentina  as  Quebracho  (negro),  which 
grows  to  immense  me  and  may  be  likened  to  live  oak,  but  is  very  much  harder, 
stronger,  harder  to  split,  and  more  durable.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  cut  tlus 
tree  down  with  an  ax  and  it  is  equally  hard  to  drive  a  nail  into  it.    We  used 
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to  dispose  of  them  in  clearing  the  right  of  way  for  the  Nicaragua  Canal  by 
digging  under  the  roots 'and  blowing  them  up  with  dynamite  and  then  cutting 
them  up  with  crosscut  saws.  It  has  an  intertwining  grain,  and  although  %o  hard 
ro  work,  is  almost  as  strong  and  durable  as  iron.  In  Paraguay,  it  is  called  the 
iving  of  hard  woods.  It  bears  aa  almond,  from  which  ibo  oil  is  made,  wlúch  is 
much  esteemed  in  pharmacy  and  is  stated  in  the  report  of  the  .Ministro  de 
Haciendo  of  Nicaragua  to  bring  $2.50  per  bottle.  The  cortes,  called  in  English 
the  man  wood  or  ironwood,  is  found  in  abundance,  and  the  ebony,  called  palo 
de  piedra.  The  níspero,  or  ítaiba,  verjr  large  and  strong^  lasts  indefinitely  in 
the  water,  is  said  to  be  equal  to  mahogany  for  cabinet  work,  bears  an  excellent 
fruit,  and  might  be  compared  with  the  red  oak  in  appearance,  but  is  infinitely 
stronger  and  more  durable.  Guyacan,  two  kinds,  very  strong,  produces 
a  medicinal  gum.  Guanacaste,  an  enormous  tree,  used  for  making  boats  and 
boards,  furnishes  a  useful  varnish  ;  cattle  eat  the  fruit.  Then,  there  are  the 
Cottonwood,  rosewood,  and  granadilio,  wild  tamarind,  of  which  the  fruit  is 
well  known  and  the  wood  used  for  making  wheels,  boats,  etc.,  liard  and  strong; 
liie  sapodiUo,  a  very  hard  wood  to  work  and  ^aid  tu  be  indistruccible  by  sea 
worms;  very  durable.  A  door  lintel  of  this  wood  was  found  in  the  ruins  of 
the  ancient  city  Palenque  in  perfect  state  of  preservation,  where  it  must  have 
remained  over  three  hundred  years.'  Of  the  dyewoods,  there  are  the  cham- 
peche,  or  logwood,  Brazil  wood,  the  fustic,  the  mulberry,  the  dragon's,  blood, 
and  many  others. 

Of  the  trees  furnishing  industrial  and  medicinal  gums  there  are  the  rubber 
tree;  the  gutta-percha;  the  palo  de  ceibo,  or  vegetable  wax  tree;  the  annotto, 
used  for  coloring  butter  and  cheese;  copaiba,  balsam  of  Peru,  liquid  amber  and  a 
species  of  gum  arabic,  cinchona,  copal,  rosin  and  turpcn'inc,  covol  palm  oil,  coco 
oil,  castor  oil,  sesame  oil,  cacao  oil  made  from  the  Iruit  oí  the  plant;  coro/.o 
palm  oil,  made  irom  the  very  abundant  nuts  of  the  corozo  palm,  which 
make  an  excellent  soap;  sandalwood  oil,  and  other  oils,  gums,  and  resins  too 
numerous  to  mention.  A  tree  which  can  not  be  clashed  with  any  oi  the  others 
is  the  nulk  or  cow  tree,  which  grows  wild  and  prodiKet,  when  cut,  a  milk  which 
the  eminent  traveler  Humboldt  used  in  Ms  coffee.  It  is  very  common  on  the 
line  of  the  canal.  It  contains  a  great  deal  of  wax,  and  should  be  boiled  to 
coagulate  the  wax  before  diinking. 

The  vanilla  bean  grows  wild  on  long  vines  in  the  woods*  Also  a  cinnamon 
tree,  of  which  the  bark  is  used.  The  nutmeg  is  cultivated  succcssAllly  in  British 
Honduras,  where  it  was  introduced  from  Jamaica  ;  also  the  pimento  or  allspice. 
Pepper  grows  wild.  This  country  is  eminently  adapted  to  the  raising  of  spices, 
and  there  is  no  doubt  hut  that  all  those  raised  in  the  East  Indies  can  be  raised 
here.  Of  the  fruit  trees,  the  orange,  lemon,  and  all  others  of  the  citrus  family 
flourish,  especially  on  the  west  side  and  interior.  On  the  west  side,  as  fine  fruit 
is  produced  as  the  best  in  Florida.  The  cacao  is  one  of  the  principal  sources 
of  wealth  of  the  country,  and  the  prepared  cacao  always  brings  a  high  price. 
The  cocoanut  grows  on  the  sandy  coasts  in  abundance.  The  breadfruit  grows 
everywhere,  and  the  fruit  is  very  good  and  nutritious,  boiled  or  baked.  It 

'Stevens's  Traveis  m  Central  America,  Chiapas,  and  Yucatan. 
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rccjuires  a  little  over  four  years  from  the  slip  before  bearing,  and  )  lelds  two  crops  a 
year.  They  weigh  up  to  thirteen  pounds.  Mangoes,  pawpaws,  aguacates  or 
alligator  pears,  sapodillos,  and  an  almost  endless  varicrv  of  tropical  fruits  flourish. 
Coffee  is  the  principal  crop  of  the  country  and  is  grown  on  the  highlands  of  the 
north  and  northwest.  Accor^ng  to  the  Official  Gazette  of  the  Government, 
twenty  manganas,  or  37.40  acres,  will  sustain  20,000  trees  of  cofiee.  Clearing, 
grublnng,  and  preparation  of  the  land  ;  planting  this  number  of  trees  and  bringing 
them  into  full  bearing,  which  will  take  three  years,  will  cost  ^^,42$  in  Nica- 
ragttán  money.  This  includes  the  cost  of  two  mules,  toob,  and  agricultural 
implements,  a  temporary  cabin,  an  overseer,  and  the  interest  on  the  money  for 
threeyearsj  and  allows  $300  for  unforeseen  losses,  but  nothing  for  land,  as  the 
Government  will  g^ve  a  new  settler  95  acres  of  land  for  a  homestead.  The 
same  paper  estimates  the  cost  of  running  a  coffee  plantation  after  it  is  once 
formed,  including  picking  the  crop,  hoeing,  and  keeping  the  ground  clear  of 
weeds,  etc.,  at  $1,532.70,  Nicaraguan  money,  per  year,  and  supposes  the  yield 
of  coffee  to  be  tw(î  pounds  per  tree. 

Bananas  are  largely  raised  in  the  Mosquito  Territory  and  shipped  from  Blue- 
fields  to  New  Orleans.  This  industry  is  more  or  less  renumeraclve  ;  the. crop  is 
ready  to  gather  in  eight  months  after  planting.  Corn  yields  well,  and  two  crops 
are  easily  produced  from  one  piece  of  land,  and  three  crops  may  be  produced. 
Sugar  cane  grows  rapidly  and  wdL  Beans  grow  luxuriantly,  and  are  one  of 
the  principal  articles  of  food,  called  "frijoles."  AU  Unds  of  melons  do  welt. 
Pineapples  grow  findy  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  All  kinds  of  garden  truck 
also. 

Apicultura!  laborers  are  paid  from  $ia  to  $14  per  month,  in  Nicaraguan 

money,  and  hoard;  and  female  house  servants,  $2.50  to  $^  per  month. 

All  textile  plants,  such  as  the  agave,  pita,  pinu^lo.  cotton,  etc.,  grow  well; 
rope  making  and  the  manufacture  of  sacking  might  be  made  a  great  industry. 
Good  brick  and  jug  clay  is  found,  and  brick  and  tile  making  might  be  made  an 
important  industry. 

In  regard  to  manufactures,  besides  those  mentioned,  the  Government  has  an 
iron  foundry  and  well-equipped  machine  shop  at  Managua;  also  a  printing 
office  and  bookbindery.  There  are  good  limestone  deposits  in  the  Republic, 
and  lime  enough  is  made  for  home  consumption.  Professor  Guzman,  of  the 
Institute  of  San  Salvador,  states  that  "  a  very  strong  and  durable  cement,  superior 
to  Roman,  is  made  by  mixing  the  juice  of  the  cocoanut  tree  with  lime."  The 
production  would  necessarily  be  limited. 

There  is  a  great  deal  of  water  power  in  the  Republic.  That  at  Castillo 
Viejo,  on  the  San  Juan  River,  has  a  fall  of  eight  feet,  and  the  volume  of  water  is 
so  great  that  10,874  horsepower  is  de\eloped,  sufficient  to  run  554,580  cotton 
spindles  at  the  lowest  stage  of  the  water.  This  fall  is  never  drowned  out  by 
freshets,  but  will  be  destroyed  by  the  Nicaragua  Cana!,  if  built.  This  power 
is  as  yet  entirely  undeveloped.  In  fact,  Nicaragua  is  blest  with  unnumbered 
resources,  industrial  and  agricultural,  and  a  rich  and  fertile  soil  and  a  healthy 
and  delightful  climate,  especially  on  the  west  side  and  interior,  •  Even  in  the 
rainy  belt  on  the  east  side,  our  experience  with  large  numbers  of  men  employed 
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in  the  hard  work  and  exposure  incident  to  the  canal  work  was  a  surprise  to  all; 
no  climatic  sickness,  except  slight  attacks  of  malaria,  appearing  e\xn  in  those 
camps  where  the  engineers  and  laborers  were  obliged  to  work  in  the  rain  every 
day  wet  to  rhe  skin,  except  on  the  immediate  coast  and  in  the  coast  swamps. 

The  people  arc  brave,  honest,  skillful,  and  predisposed  toward  the  United 
States  and  its  institutions,  and  the  Government  will  give  a  grant  oí  land  10  any- 
one who  brings  in  machinery  or  establishes  a  new  industry. 


PERU. 

P£RMAN£NT  EXPOSITION  OF  MACHINERY. 

The  April  number  ot  the  Monthly  Bulletin  contained,  in  full, 
an  Executive  decree  establishing  a  permanent  exposition  of 
machinery  in  Lima. 

From  Mr.  Carlos  G.  Estenos,  acting  consul-general  of  Peru 
in  the  United  States,  the  following  communication  on  the  subject 
has  been  received: 

Consulate-General  of  Peru, 

19  Whitfhall  Street, 

N'fZi'  }'ork,  J/i/\,  /.V97. 
The  Peruvian  Government,  wishing  :o  increase  tratic  in  machincrv,  and  kin- 
dred lines,  with  nianuiacturing  countries,  has  decided  to  establish  a  permanent 
exposition  of  all  classes  of  manafactured  articles  in  the  lines  of  machinery,  giving 
preference  to  such  as  are  mostly  used  in  Peru,  viz,  agricultural  implements, 
mining  machinery,  electrical  appliances  of  every  description,  and  apparatus  for 
labor-saving  machinery. 

The  Peruvian  Government  have  never  before  given  such  inducements  to 
foster  trade,  and  the  facilities  offered  to  American  manufacturers  are  advan- 
tageous. 

All  exhibits  will  be  exempt  from  custom-house  duties  as  well  as  from  con- 
sular fees.    The  exposition  will  be  inaugurated  December  9  next,  at  Lima, 

Peru. 

I, xhihitors  will  have  the  option  to  show  their  wares  for  a  period  of  six  months. 
Should  longer  time  be  rcc^uired,  arrangements  may  be  made  by  applying  to  the 
officials  in  charge. 

Further  particulars  and  copy  of  the  rules  and  regulations,  with  application 
blank,  will  be  cheerfully  furnished  by 

Carlos  6.  Estenos, 

Acting  Cansui'GeneraL 
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SANTO  DOMINGO. 

NEW  CURRENCY  LAW. 
[From  United  States  Consular  Reports  for  July,  1B97.I 

I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  and  translation  oí  a  new  currency 
law  of  the  Dominican  Government,  enacted  on  the  5th  instant. 

Archibald  H.  Grimkb,  Consul, 
Santo  Domingo,  May  ij^  1^97- 

ECREE. 

1.  The  coinage  of  the  alloyed  silver  money  of  the  mint  of  the  Republic  is  to 
be  limited  to  a  maximum  sum  of  $1,500,000. 

2.  As  it  is  the  object  of  the  Executive  Power  that  the  silver  in  circulation 
shall  be  always  less  than  the  amount  necessary,  and  that  a  quantity 'of  gold 
money  shall  be  required  to  carry  on  trade,  the  coinage  of  $6oo,ooo  alone  has 
been  decided  upon,  and  the  remainder  shall  be  coined  only  in  the  event  of  abso- 
lute necessity  for  payments  of  small  amounts  in  the  transactions  of  the  Repub- 
lic; the  quantity  which  shows  itself  to  be  indispensable  shall  be  coined  gradiiaüv, 
and  shall  not  surpass  in  any  way  the  fixed  sum  ot  ^1,500,000.  The  denomi- 
nations of  the  national  money  shall  be:  One  dollar,  ftfcy  cents,  twenty  cents, 
ten  cents. 

3.  {a)  The  nickel  money  in  circulation, 

{b)  The  money  in  the  type  of  francs  of  the  Republic  in  circulation, 

(r)  The  copper  money  in  circulation, 

{d)  The  coined  money  to  which  the  present  decree  refers, 

(«)  The  notes  of  the  Banco  Nacional,  guaranteed  by  the  Government, 

shàll  form  what  is  denominated  current  money,  the  value  of  each  Dominican 

franc  being  fíxed  at  20  cents  current  money. 

4.  The  following  gold  money  will  be  valued  at  the  rate  mentioned,  and  will 
be  accepted  in  pavmcnt  of  private  transactions  and  by  the  fiscal  and  municipal 
authorities  as  current  monev:  The  American  gold  piece  ot  %io  at  $40,  and  its 
fractional  parts  in  proportion;  the  pound  sterling  at  $9,50,  and  its  fractional 
parts  in  proportion;  the  Spanish  ounce  at  J§|0.  ^o,  and  its  fractional  parts  in 
proportion;  ihc  gold  pieces  of  20  francs  at  $7.50,  and  their  fractional  parts  in 
proportion;  the  German  gold  piece  of  20  marks  at  $9.25,  and  its  fractional 
parts  in  proportion. 

5.  No  silver  money  of  foreign  coinage  is  to  be  considered  as  current  money, 
and  its  importation  is  hereby  prohibited. 

6.  The  payment  of  the  fiscal  and  municipal  duties  must  be  made,  in  part  or 
in  whole,  in  the  following  specie — no  other  accepted:  In  silver  money  of  the 
coinage  of  the  Republic;  in  nickel  money  of  the  coinage  of  the  Republic;  in 
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copper  money  of  the  coinage  of  the  Republic;  in  notes  of  the  Banco  Nacional 
of  Santo  Domingo,  guaranteed  by  the  Governmenc ;  and  in  gold  money  specified 
in  the  present  decree. 

~.  For  the  pavmcnr  of  the  fiscal  nnd  municipal  duties  (which  must  he  made 
in  gold  or  its  cquivaleiu  at  tlie  official  rate  of  exchange),  the  rate  is  to  be  invari- 
ably ñxcd  at  100  per  cent  between  the  current  money  and  tike  American  gold, 
»o  thmc  $x  current  mone^  shall  be  equivalent  to  ^1  American  gold.  Por  bonds 
and  contracts  between  private  individuals,  the  value  assigned  to  the  curren: 
money  in  its  relation  to  the  American  gold  money  is  the  same  as  that  assigned 
CO  the  present  silver  dollar  of  Mexican  coinage  in  its  relation  to  American  gold; 
and  it  is  declared  that  every  dollar  of  current  money  is  eqmvalent  and  a  substi- 
tute for  each  dollar  of  Mexican  money.  The  foreign  silver  money  actually  in 
circulation  will  be  admitted  in  private  transactions  until  six  months  after  the 
promulgation  of  the  present  decree,  and  at  the  end  of  that  term  the  said  money 
shall  not  he  legal  tender  in  the  Republic,  regardless  of  its  weight  and  allov. 

The  silver  coins  that  mav  he  debased  by  being  bored  or  pared,  and  which  can 
not  be  exported  on  account  of  the  debasement,  will  be  permitted  to  be  exchanged, 
for  silver  of  the  national  coinage,  to  the  value  they  represent,  at  the  office  of 
the  general  auditor  of  tinancc. 

This  decree,  from  the  date  of  its  promulgation,  ûinuls  all  laws  and  dispoû- 
tions  so  far  as  they  may  be  contrary  to  it,  and  will  be  sent  to  the  Executive 
Power  for  constitutional  purposes. 


UNITED  STATES, 

REVIEW  OF  THE  WORLD'S  COMMERCE. 

[British  Trade  Rei'iew.  July.  1897.] 

The  United  States  are  not  only  making  a  determined  bid  to 
obtain  a  larger  share  of  the  trade  with  Great  Britain,  notably  in 
respect  to  dairy  produce»  but  it  would  seem  that  no  effort  is  being 
spared  on  the  part  of  the  American  Government  to  provide  man- 
uiacturers  and  traders  on  the  other  side  with  full  details  of  all  the 
markets  importing  manu^tured  and  other  goods.  To  this  end. 
as  briefly  mentioned  in  our  last  number,  there  has  been  issued 
iroin  the  (iovrinment  Printing  Office  at  Wasliington  a  series  of 
special  consular  reports  upon  the  conditions  of  trade  throughout 
the  world.  For  the  convenience  of  tlie  United  States  numufac- 
turcr  a  summary  of  these  reports  and  of  additional  data  drawn 
•  from  other  sources  has  been  prepared,  under  the  heading  "  Review 
of  the  World's  Commerce,"  as  an  introduction  to  the  whole.  A 
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very  good  idea  of  the  scope  ot  the  work  is  afforded  by  the  circu- 
lar issued  by  the  Government  to  the  United  States  consuls,  indi- 
cating to  them  the  kind  of  information  required.  The  principal 
points  to  which  they  were  asked  to  give  their  attention  in  preparing 
these  special  reports  were:  (i)  Increase  or  decrease  in  exports  and 
imports  sinc(-  June  30,  1895,  or  J^uary  1,  1896,  by  countries 
and  articles.  (2  )  Changes  in  currency— especially  in  the  United 
States  gold  value  ot  the  monetary  unit  and  the  rate  of  exchange; 
actual  amount  of  currency  in  circulation.  (  3)  Marked  changes 
in  the  prices  of  commodities.  (4)  Existing  rates  of  wages  for 
{a)  laborers,  (ù)  domestic  servants,  (  r)  meclianics»  (d)  hctoiy 
operatives,  (e)  clerks  in  stores,  bookkeepers,  railway  employees, 
and  other  salaried  employees.  (5)  Changes  in  customs  duties  and 
customs  regulations;  municipal  taxes,  octroi  duties,  etc^  especially 
such  as  bear  upon  American  trade.  (6)  Values  of  foreign  prod- 
ucts consumed  (ibod  supplies,  raw  materials,  and  manu&ctured 
products,  with  as  much  detailed  information  as  to  each  as  may  be 
procurable)  and  the  prospect  tor  introducing  American  goods. 
(j)  Quantities  and  values  of  products  exported,  especially  such 
as  might  find  a  market  in  the  United  States.  (8)  Existing  con- 
dition of  transportation  iiicilities,  internal,  coastwise,  and  ocean, 
including  new  lines  of  railways,  new  wagon  or  caravan  routes, 
new  canals  or  river  systems  (opened  or  projected),  and  the  actual 
means  and  time  of  communication  with  United  States  ports,  stat* 
ing  whether  freight  rates  to  the  United  States  are  excessive  or 
not.  (9)  Important  changes  in  port  regulations.  (10)  Changes 
in  rates  of  commercial  licenses  or  special  taxes  upon  foreigners; 
changes  in  status  of  foreigners  as  to  citizenship  or  civil  rights. 
(11)  Commercial  credits,  rates  and  periods  usually  expected  by 
purchasers  ot  iorcign  goods;  trade  usages  and  peculiarities;  intro- 
duction of  United  States  inventions,  mechanical  or  trade  methods, 
etc. 

How  well  the  consular  stafif  of  the  United  States  have  done 
their  work  is  evident  in  the  copy  of  the  "  Review  of  the  World's 
Commerce"  before  us.  It  is  a  model  of  compilation,  a  perfixt 
storehouse  of  statistical  information,  and  a  striking  illustration  of 

how  much  service  can  be  rendered  to  the  trade  of  a  country  when 
its  Government  has  the  wisdom  01  delegating  such  work  to  the 
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ri^t  men.  It  is  idle  to  conceal  the  fact  that  the  industrial  activ- 
ity of  the  United  States  is  making  itself  felt  in  a  very  marked 
degree  in  not  a  few  of  those  markets  which  British  manufecturers 

have  hitherto  rcgarcit  d  as  uniissailable,  and  it  is,  therefore,  with 
pardonable  pride  that  Mr.  I'  RtuhRic  I-^mory,  Chief  oí  tiic  i^ureau 
of  Statistics,  Department  of  State,  observes:  "The  reports  of 
our  consular  officers  herewith  presented,  as  well  as  those  which 
have  been  printed  from  time  to  time  in  the  monthly  Consular 
Reports,  disclose  the  gratifying  fact  that  our  manu^ctures.  in 
many  lines,  are  successfully  meeting  the  competition  of  the  older 
industrial  countries  of  Europe,  not  only  in  neutral  markets,  but 
in  their  own  home  markets.  Striking  illustrations  of  this  are 
shown  in  exports  of  iron  and  steel,  of  machiner)%  leather,  cotton 
goods,  boots  and  shoes,  hardware,  cutlery,  hie  ycU  s,  sewing  machines, 
paper  and  manutacturcs  tliereof,  wood  nianuiactureb,  electrical 
supplies,  etc.,  to  European  countries.  Apart  from  the  question  as 
to  the  causes  of  this  increase,  the  lac  t  that  our  manutactures,  in 
various  lines,  have  competed  successf  ully  with  foreign  products  in 
the  home  markets  of  the  latter  would  seem  to  indicate  the  prac- 
ticability of  greatly  extending  the  sale  of  American  goods  abroad." 

The  admissions  of  Sir  Courtenay  Boyle,  in  his  recent  memo- 
randum of  the  Board  of  Trade,  are  used  by  the  Washington  author^ 
ities  as  evidence  against  us,  so  to  speak,  and  summarized  to  show 
that  the  United  States  manufacturer  is  becoming  mure  and  more 
a  strong  competitor  to  the  British  maker.  T  ranklv,  we  have  to 
admit  that,  while  a  great  deal  in  this  volume  is  scarcely  encourag- 
ing to  a  Britisher  from  a  patriotic  point  of  view,  the  information 
presented  is  nevertheless  of  the  utmost  value,  not  only  to  the 
American  manu&cturer,  and  therefore  to  the  British  manufacturer, 
but  to  the  importers  in  the  colonies  and  the  East  There  can,  of 
course,  be  no  undue  sentiment  with  the  buyer  in  his  dealings. 
He  will  buy  in  the  best,  if  not  the  cheapest,  markets.  At  the 
same  time  it  is  well  tor  producers  here  at  home  to  carefully  note 
the  roiii  cried  action  whicli  the  States  are  making  to  secure  a 
greater  share  ot  our  colonial  and  foreign  trade,  and  to  see  that 
nothing  is  wanting  on  their  part  to  satisfy  to  the  utmost  the 
requirements  of  those  who  are  being  so  assiduously  solicited  by 
the  American  producer. 
BnU.  No.  3  3 
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TRADE  WITH   LATIN  AMERICA. 

MONTHLY  STATEMENT  OF  IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS. 

Following  is  the  latest  monthly  statement,  from  figures  com- 
piled by  the  Bureau  of  Statistics,  United  States  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, WoRTHiNCTON  C.  FoRD,  Chief,  showing  the  trade  between 
United  States  and  the  Latin-American  countries  in  leading  arti- 
cfes.  The  statement  is  for  the  month  of  June,  1897,  corrected  to 
August  2,  1897.  It  should  be  explained  that  the  figures  from 
the  various  custcnu-iiouses  showing  imports  and  exports  tor  any 
one  moinli  arc  not  received  at  the  Trcasur)  1  )(  partment  until 
about  the  '20th  ot  the  iolk)\vin^  nionrli.  and  sonic  rime  is  necessa- 
rily consumed  in  compilation  and  printing;  so  that  the  returns  for 
June,  for  example,  are  not  published  until  some  time  early  in 
August  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  with  the  special  cooperation 
of  the  Bureau  of  Statistics  the  Monthly  Bulletin  will  be  enabled 
to  fumish  its  readers  every  month  with  the  figures  of  leading  arti* 
cles  in  the  Latin-American  trade  in  advance  of  their  ofBcial  pub- 
lication by  the  United  States  Treasury. 


Imparts  and  exporis,  June,  ^^97» 
IMPORTS  OP  MERCHANDISE  BY  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Articles  and  oouatriei. 

June. 

1S97. 

Quantitiefl^ 

Valaca. 

Quantities. 

Valaei. 

Logwood  (tons),  imported  from — 

Hrilisli  Wt'st  Indii'S  

to6 

458 

$3.  775 
10.  S«)5 

727 
I.  560 

>.  to 
^i),  :-4 

Coal,  bituminous  (tons),  imported 
from — 

Cocoa,  etc.(pounds),  imponed  from — 

a.77<» 

59.297 
9,  lëS 

1,843 

9.  769 

26,  766 

l,Oi)\,  233 

20<;.  532 

895. 059 

III, 851 
14.  c)68 
ëâ,99â 

388,  690 

151.033 
63.  838 
1, 279, 144 

4.  341.891 
2,  txJ9.  194 

33^.  513 
47.312,  637 

7.441.7" 

35.3Î7 
13.093 

5.9*3 

117,  223 

604,  657 
351,  161 
44.  ^ 
3,  660,  949 

964.99» 

CoiTfc  (pounds),  imported  from— 

3.  847, 476 
1, 301,  297 

587. 103 
33.  594 

131, 864 

5s^,  61JÎ 
214,  oSi 
3i. S24 
4,  62g.  647 
18.  $00 
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Imports  and  exports^  June,  jS^7 — Continued. 
IMPORTS  OP  MERCHANDISE  BY  THE  UNITED  STATES-Contintt«d. 


AiuuCB  Mull  coumncs* 

- 

June. 

1896. 

1897. 

Qnantíttc*. 

Values. 

Quantities. 

Talncfl. 

Cotton,  unmanufactured  (pounds), 
imported  from — 

Fibers; 

Sisal  grass  (,tons),  imported  from — 
Bananas,  imported  from — 

30»;.  558 

6,  «77 

230. 672 

1 77-  <':i3 

$41,  797 
4««.  564 

67, 030 

7.054 

2t6. 327 
3=^2,  5  35 
1,470 

\  552 
2.  184 

•7.613 
438. 96» 

135,  2U2 
81,885 
6,  I3S 

Oranges,  imported  from — 

1.385 

350 
10 

t3. 280 

100,  5()6 
41.293 
391.  729 

46,  726 

2.557 

768 

354.  73Í» 
1, 181 

131,  192 

4.  S2S 
3,876 

Cuba     1  

Hides  Awò.  skins  (pounds),  imported 

froro— 

India  rubber,  crude  (pounds),  im> 
ported  from— 

93. 867 
7S2.5?7 
46 1,  799 
1,698,057 

104,  942 

9.  233 
3. 033 

805.  334 

3,t»oo 
12,  976, 533 

t40,  514 

1,49s.  322 

1. 7^5.410 
9.486,945 

79. 04''' 

13.  »"0 

30, 656 

169,  530 
145. 682 
1.390.930 

31.776 
5,  36S 

Brazil  

Lead,  pigs,  bars,  etc.  (pounds),  im- 
ported from — 

Sugar  : 

Not  above  No.  16  Dutch  standard 
(pounds),  imported  from'— 

652. 
81,044 

13. 873. 187 

"•¡1^  ,  I  Of) 

29, 761 
154. 58S 

West  Indies: 

1.  33S,  3S1 
5».  741.  773 . 

1,  194,210 

loo  Ç  5  Ç 

74,  860,  027 

2,  606 

I.  301.  594 
1,  6(/i,  924 

578.496 

13S.S66.  773 

'5.337.  779 
13,  289, 653 

9.  354 
1, 096,  2o8 

3.  320,  390 
308,  3ÒI 
317.  718 

526, 331 

29. 823, 329 

Tobacco,    leaf,    imported  from 

(pounds)— 

Cuba  

Wood,  mahogany  (M  feel),  imported 

from — 

24,635,511 

48,  400 
320. 950 

533 
764 

300 
3 

Si7.ao9 

20. 097 
tõi,  689 

14.  353 
29»  S88 
13,814 

843 
100 

t.Sao 

41 

73. 8S9 

3.  W2 

5 

450 

Digitized  by  Google 


358 


BUREAU  OP  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


Imports  and  exports,  June,  iSçj^-^xkúxkM^à, 
IMPORTS  OF  MERCHANDISE  BY  THE  UNITED  STATES^Continued. 


Actldcs  and  oountrtes. 

June. 

1896. 

Quantities. 

Value». 

Quantities. 

Values. 

\V(íuLn  «pounds),  imported  from — 
So  util  Americ»-» 

"5»797 
xoi,  165 
8.030,91s 

$9,980 
15.712 
186,633 

4. 133. 227 
l,4«"-.36i 
s,  245, 86s 

■ 

$467.  226 
205.  555 
18s, 686 

EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE  FROM  THE  UNITED  STATES 


Agricultural  implements: 
Exported  to-* 
Mexico  

Central  Amciicun   State»  and 
British  l-ionduras  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Other  West  Indies  and  Bermuda. 

Argentina  

Brazil   

Colombia  

Other  South  America  

Books,  maps,  engravings,  and  other 

primed  matter: 

Mexico  

Central  American  States  and  Brit- 
ish Honduras  ..«..  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  .....*  

Santo  Domingo  

Other  West  Indies  and  Bermuda. . 

Argentina  

Brazil  

Columtu.i  

Other  South  America  

BreadstuflTs: 

Corn  (bushel*)— 

Mexico  

Central  American  Slates  and 
British  Honduras  

Cuba    

Piiei  ti  )  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Other  West  Indies  and  Bermuda . 

South  .\mcrica  

Wheat  (bushels) — 

Central   American  States  and 
British  Honduras  

West  Indies  and  Bermuda  

Other  South  America., ...«..*. . 
Wheat  flour  (barrels)— 

Mexico  

Central   American   States  and 
British  Honduras  


195»  975 

7. 941 

23,  929  i 


200 
S7.a2i 
3t855 


5.  333 
46 

2<3 

5.887 

iS. 750 


$4.061 

I 

158  I 
68  { 
2,049 

341  Î 

313  ! 

55. 429 

838 

242 
26.556 


6,  too 

7. 195 
39 
35 
410 

X.697 

4.  744 
I.  577 
3.  607 

7,486 


75. 251 

3.  326 
9,  601 


83 

34i3<» 
1,652 


4.074 

38 
176 

31,  586 

70,  022 


129,  499 

16,  164 
74.  263 
1,000 

50 

57«  754 
6^299 


243 
14.184 

1,083 

23,060 


$9.718 

S" 
763 
403 

45 

671 
40, 176 

4.  Ï93 
63 
3,050 


10,  968 

8,923 
3S.  184 

a,  19* 
9« 

3.882 

1.245 

21,  210 

145 
2.  850 


43.992 

0.185 
27.017 
356 

14 
21,  711 

a.  337 


241 
1 1. 921 

4.66t 

103, 503 
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359* 


Actklct  «nd  coîtDtrics. 


Bread  stuffs — Continued. 
Wheat  floor  (barrels)— Continued. 

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico,  

Santo  Domingo  

Other  West  Indie»  and  Bermuda. 

Brazil  

Colombia  

Other  South  America  

Cnrriairea,  cars,  and  parts  of  : 
Exported  to — 

Mexico  

Central  American   States  and 

British  Honduras  ............. 

Cuba  

Puerto  Riro  .................. 

Santo  Domingo  

Other  West  Indies  and  Ber- 
muda   

Argentina  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Other  South  America  

Coal 

Exported  to  itons) — 

Mexico  

Central  American  States  and 
British  Honduras  

riil.a  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Other  West  Indies  and  Bermuda. 

Bratil  

Colombia  -..„  

Other  South  America  

Cotton  manufactures: 
Exported  to  (yards)— 

Mexico  

Central  American  Slates  and 
British  Honduras  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Other  West  Indies  and  Bermuda. 

Argentina...., «*•,..,.. 

Brazil  

Colombia  

Other  South  America. .......... 

Wearing  apparel  : 

M«"xi<"<)    


June. 


1896. 


Quantities. 


19, 065 

10.  475 
2.  285 

58,  107 
50.  227 

11,  Mb 
25.  509 


Values. 


16.480 

691 
14.  684 

I.  237 
653 
926 


«5 


1, 142,  237 

I,  105,476 
23. 715 

48,  212 

ai3, 496 
616,  705 
807. 113 
99*;.  678 
588. 186 
s*  381. 675 


and 


Central  American  Slates 

British  Honduras  [. 

Cuba  

Puerto  RÎCO  j, 

Santo  Domingo  ^ 

Other  West  Indies  and  Bermuda .  • . 


$6q.  704 

38. 754 
9.  450 
212,  059 

198,  465 

-15.  795 
81,  293 


53.  367  I- 

8, 106 

443 
832 
783 

9. 016 
3.  '^05 
23.  543 
1.343 

3.937 


49.971 

2,  521 

33. 859 

3.199 
2,312 

2,8X3 


130 


64,247  j 

60,681  I 
2,  259  I 
2,030  j 
10,  268  I 
33.  229  I 

42,  (no  . 

6«. 545  • 
88.364 
126, 613 

«7.634 

24. 211 
5.646 
719 

1.756 
4.700 


1Í97. 


Quantities. 


S^^.  757 
II.  ui8 

4.  737 
70.  712 

40. 359 
14.  493 
32,080 


3a.  671 

220 
16, 510 

4.  663 
743 

»3. 379 

5.  103 
3.002 

861 


406,031 

I.  535.521 
12,  150 
3.400 

ÎI5.334 
848, 132 

684, 954 
613. »55 
1, 420^471 
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BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 

Imports  and  exports,  June,  i8çj — Continued. 
EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE.  ETC.^ontinued, 


ArtidM  «nd  ootttttrlei* 


Cotton  manufactures — Continued. 

Kx[:.ortfil  to  (vikrds)-*Conttnued. 

Argentina  

I  Brazil  


Colombia   ..... 

Olher  South  America 
Cycles,  and  parts  of: 

Mexico  

Central  American  Sutes  and  Brit- 
ish Honduras...  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Other  West  Indies  and  Bermuda.. 

Argentina.  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Other  South  America  

Iron  and  steel,  and  manufactures  of  : 
Builders'  hardware  and  saws  and 
tools — 
Exported  to— 

Mexico  

Central  American  States  and 

British  Honduras  

Cuhn   .  . 

Puerio  Kico. ,  

Sanio  Domingo  

Other  West  Indies  and  Ber- 
muda ..................... 

Ai;gentina., . ................ 

Brasil  

Colombia  

^>ther  South  America  

Machi  iier>' — 
Sewing' machines,  and  parts  of— 

Mexico  

Central  American  States  and 

Kritish  Honduras  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Snnto  Domingo. . 
Other  West  Indies  anu  ber- 
muda  

Argentina  

Brasil  

Colombia  

Other  South  America  

Otlu-r  machineiyti» 
Exported  to — 

Mexico   

Central  American  States  and 

British  Honduras  

Cuba  


Juue. 


1S96. 


1897. 


i^iiantilic».        Value».        yuatiiîtie».  Values. 


3,  277 


8. 
3. 

5. 
I. 

7, 


80S 
132 
670 

104 
461 

396 

127 
586 
III 


51. 175 


«3. 

5. 
I, 
I, 

6. 
16, 
22, 

s. 

«3» 


II.  391 


8. 


I, 
9. 
9. 
4. 
14, 


25. 
12, 


!»77 
730 


633 

330 
671 
075 

219 
592 
514 
«97 
823 


832 

50 
763 

177 

S40 
700 
689 

103 

499 


228,  507 


289,  305 

154.  "5 
6.764 
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Articles  and  cuunlrics. 


JttBC 


Quantltie*. 


Iron  and  steel,  etc. — Continued. 
Other  marhtnery — Continued. 
Exforti-d  to-^Continu«d. 

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Othf  r  West  Indies  and  Ber- 
muda  

Argentina.  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Other  South  America  

Leather,  and  manufactures  of:    '  | 
Leather,  sole  (pounds) — 

Wi"-t  Iiulit  s  ;iiu!  Bermuda  

South  America  

Leather,  other— 
£x  ported  to— - 
Mexico  

Cctili;il  Amerit  an  Siates  and 
British  Honduras  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Other  West  Indies  and  Ber- 
muda.  

Argentina  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Other  South  America  

Naval  stores  : 

Exported  to  (barrels) — 

Mexico  

Central  American  States  and 

British  Honduras  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Dniiiiiigo.  

Other  West  Indies  and  Bermuda,  j 

Argentina  1 

Brazil   I 

Colombia  * 

Other  8outh  America  1 

Turptiitine,  spirits  of  (gallons)—  ^ 

Mexico  

Central  American   States  and  I 

British  Honduras  ^ 

Cuba  j 

Puctti)  Rirt).  .  .  .1 

Santo  Domingo.  

Other  West  Indies  and  Bermuda . 

Argentina  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Other  South  America  


Values. 


1897. 


QiMQtitica, 


6.  395 


$5.  327 
4,004 

II.  743 
15.876 
105,  085 
8.  683 
58.760 


1.3S4 
392 


79 

1. 132 
566 

150 

602 
5.S51 

12,  831 

395 

a.  903 

998 

7.666 
830 

46 
a»6i3 

30, 000 

4a.  305 
804 

17.54a 


947  I. 

344 
340 

149 

183 

9^3 


2,668 
331 
1,766 


343 

2.  503 

I»  133 

51 
430 

I,  282 
10,  740 
24.825 

775 
6,483 

189 

396 
3,336 
367 

17 
7S3 

9.354 
13. 287 
327 

5.815 


Value». 


2.  017 
2.  715 


403 

952 
337 
130 
197 

714 

g,  160 

9.445 
843 
3.639 

749 


1.045 

5.194 
540 
80 
3,878 

5,  000 

ai,  583 

885 

3.948 


$2. 375 . 
5.4*4 

7.641 
15,70a 
30.047 

15.  313 
65,386 


447 
6oa 


Î.740 


760 
161 


IÍH) 

I.  224 
150 

I,  5cx( 
185 
534 


1. 154 

3,  338 

650 
370 
460 

I.  510 

17.919 
IS. 195 
1.696 
8, 143 

33s 

365 
1.548 
166 
x6 
734 

T,  fl^O 

5.  Wí» 
314 
1. 35© 
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.Imports  and  exports,  June,  i8çj — Continued. 
EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE^  ETC.— Continued. 


Article*  and  cowntTlct. 


Oils: 

Mineral,  crude,  including  all  natu- 
ral oils,  without  regard  Co 
gravity  (galluns) — 

Mexico  

Cuba  , 

Puerto  Rico  


June. 


QtiantUies.   !  Valut», 


1897- 


Quanttticrs. 


648, 583  $32.  542 
1X9,782  10,000 


Mineral,  refined  or  manufactured, 
including  naphthas  and  all 
lighter  products  of  distilla- 
tion, illuminating,  lubricating, 
and  heavy  paraffin  oil- 
Exported  to  (gallons) — 

Mexico  

Central  American  States  and 

British  Honduras  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Other  West  Indies  and  Ber- 
muda  ...•*  

Argentina  

Bratil  

Colnrnhia  ,  

Other  South  Ajucrica  

Vegetable — 
Cotton-seed  oil  (gallons)— 

Mexico   

Central  American  States  and 

British  Honduras;  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Other  West  Indies  and  Ber- 
muda  

Argentina. . . .'  

Brasil  

Other  South  America  

Paraffin  and  paraffin  wax  (pounds): 

Mexico  

Central  American  States  and  Brit- 
ish Honduras  

West  Indies  and  Bermuda  , 

Brazil  , 

Other  South  America  , 

Provisions,  comprising  meat  and 
dairy  products  : 
Meat  products— 
Beef  products- 
Canned  (pounds)— 

Mexico  , 

Central  American  States  and 

British  Honduras  , 

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  , 

Santo  Domingo   . 

Other  West  Indies  and  Ber- 
muda  


S6, 975 

116, 923 

a.  997 
1*5^575 
90^318 

229,  "^82 

732, 072 
a,  09a,  53a 

so.  602 

994.  t>7<> 


29, 769 
605 


II,  6X2 

12, 665 
470 

21,  70S 

91. 135 
177. 654 
4,  808 
109,491 


6,33» 
849 


663, 502 
382,978 


3»  «74 

23.  358 
2.666 

42, 521 

9.907 

855.958 

24, 22Ü 

2.8gl  I 
30,  940 
x8.  995 


18, 919 
21. 723 

a.  496 
576 


35.367 


1.450 

6.495 

1, 104 

11, 7hi 
8,869 

13.40» 

1.592 
112 

1.878 

I  017 


1.535 

2.217 
193 
4a 


82,  S39 

59.  ria 
708 
19. 805 
65,493 

440.  39^- 
2,  325,  829 

I  fu),  776 

659.  459 

75.815 

312 
20 

5.77> 

72, 82s 

1,976 

73.  538 
««.  533 

100,848 

34. 329 
9,466 
23.  668 
10,  900 


8.937 


8,944 

31.723 
5.  192 
672 


Values 


34. 142 


$25.  rK>6 
27.034 


19,798 

6.578 
331 

8.598 

6.853 

25,  276 

47.  3«W 
183.  376 
15.  141 
63, 932 


15.260 


1 


8,830 

18, 8Z4 

623 

19.577 

6^881 

4.768 

1,687 
295 
1,185 

449 


1.048 

4. 193 
399 

48 

3. 010 
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.  Imports  and  exports^  June,  lêpj — Continued. 
EXPORTS  OP  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE,  ETC.— Continued. 


June. 


Actkleii  und  oountricfl. 


Provisions,  comprising  meat  and. 
dair>'  product»— Continued. 
Meat  products — Continued. 
Beef  products — Continued. 
Canned  (pounds)— Continued. 

Argentina  

Bfa/.il  

Colombia  

Other  South  America  

Salted  or  piclcled,  and  otiier 

Exported  to  (pounds) — 

Mexico  

Central  American  States 
and  Drttish  Honduras.. 

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo. ......... 

Other  West  Indies  and 

Bermuda  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Other  South  America  . . . . 
Tallow  (pounds^— 

Mexico  

Central  American  States  and 

British  Honduras  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Other  West  Indies  and  Ber- 
muda.  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Other  South  America  

Hog  pruducts — 
Bacon  (pounds^ 

Mexico  

Central  American  Siaten  and 

Rritish  Honduras  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Other  West  Indies  and  Ber- 
muda  .. . 

Brazil  

Colombia  

Otlici  South  .\inerica.  

Hams  (pounds) — 

Mexico  

Central  .\nu-iic.iii  Statt»;  aiui 

British  liunduras  

Cuba  ,  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Other  West  fodies  and  Ber- 
muda  .. 


1896. 

Quantities. 

Value*. 

Qnantitics. 

Value*. 

ift  QOU 

5.  ^1<' 

/.  S"" 

5,056 

1, 100 

43 

B80 

56 

55.050 
2,  000 
400 
4,400 

2,  727 
07 

V/ 
22 

32,090 
16, 000 
400 
13,000 

1.593 
738 

20 
392 

678, 045 
3,800 

'J. 5"" 
253.  899 

32,  6S3 
230 

55* 
12, 870 

462, 169 
3.000 

172,  too 

21,570 
ISO 

9.  284 

130,  148 

5, 169 

33.  72i 

I.  154 

95.  261 

1  ^,  l\}  ¡ 

3.  24S 

afin  íWyt 
95.413 

3,6ao 

78. 354 

3,506 

12,  670 

470 

77,  000 

3t*»74 

•74. 

67,  3S7 
fi.t  can 

ai,7t2 

Tí"*  t'y? 
IO,  127 

2. 835 

863 

a.  79» 

117 

8,080 

793 

8. 138 

693 

2(1, 260 
640,000 
64,102 
X.375 

31.  959 
3,204 

49 

31, 230 
1, 196, 554 
38.305 
5.400 

2,  217 
70. 683 

3,  afio 
301 

56.  277 
a,  825, 364 
1,800 
II,  389 

3. 981 
185,831 

769 

49, 2S8 
1, 508,615 
361 
43.  as9 

3.917 
95. 617 

37 
3.  sil 

13,  161 

T.  353 

i6, 679 

1,883 

27.515 
328.  400 

75.0Ï2 
3.  189 

2.874 

29.  555 

6, 050 

373 

28.713 
284. 231 
60, 612 
5.  720 

3.  351 
30, S91 

5.4S5 
607 

71.43Í 

7, 45* 

104,672 

1  10^043 
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Imports  and  rxpor  is,  June,  i8ç7 — Continued. 
EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE,  ETC.— Continued. 


Ankle*  ftnd  oonntrics. 


June. 


■896. 


Quautittç».  Values. 


Provisions,  comprlsinir  meat  and 

dairy  piorl nets— Cr)ntinucd. 
M-m  pruducts — Continued. 
Ham  (pounds)— Continued. 

Brazil  

Colombia  , 

Dihcr  S.nith  America  ........ 

Porit  (pounds) — 
Central  American  States  and 

British  Honduras  , 

Cuba  , 

Puerto  Rico 

Santo  Dominifo  , 

Other  West  Indies  and  Ber. 

muda  , 

Brazil  

Colombia  , 

Other  South  America  , 

i^ii  i  (¡M»uiuls)— 

Mexico  , 

Ccuual  American  States  and 

British  Honduras  , 

Cuba  , 

Puerto  Riro  

Sanio  I)i)inin^^o  

i)tlii  I  ^V<■vt  Indies  and  Her-  I 

muda  

Argentina... ... . ......... .¡ 

Bnuil  I 

Colombia  » 

Oilu  r  Sùiitli  Amt-rica  

Oico    and  oleomargarine 
Exported  to  (pounds)— 

Mexico  

Central  American  Stales  and 

Kritish  Honduras..  

Puerto  Rico  

Other  West  Indies  and  Ber- 
muda  

Columbia  

Other  South  America  

Dairy  products — 
Butter  (pounds) — 

Mexico   . 

Central  American  States  and 
British  Honduras  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Other  West  Indies  and  Ber- 
muda   

Brazil  

Colombia  

Other  South  America  

Cheesti  (pounds) — 

Mexico  


11,652 
63.039 


130.  350 

31,  200 
716,  200 

6,300 

1,  600 

10.  too 

173.  K» 
465,492 

220,  602 

a,6n,  -43 
3ãi,  0Ó0 
30, 414 

2.  3i)0 
1,  549.  020 

32,  105 
964*507 


$921 
6,714 


>.  439 

38,  7(')0 
306 

8S,  806 

73 
488 

8, 119 

24.737 

12. 546 

13^>.  5f'2 

i9. 053 
1,649 

22,  295 
133 
96,941 
1,636 
S4t73i 


Quantities. 


141,657 
29,  562 
6,567 

5t.6ii 


21,  129 

5,255 

947 
6,734 

S24 


8,415 
12,  721 

66,344 


III),  095 
15,000 

283,000 
11,300 

I,  501.  45'J 
II,  000 

7, 100 
3>9>300 

5ÏI.063 

347.  î*66 
2,638.855 
393.  264 
53.4*» 

604, 150 
2, 000 
1, 827,  346 
387,615 

8  A  693 


424 
1,930 


Values. 


318,  630 
Û,  560 
43.300 


33.347 

30,  638 

Í,  'i<  >2 

3,  txx> 
7,200 

149.521  I 
49-  134 
7.474  \ 

55.  700  1 

I 

16,920  i 


$725 
1,080 
7,122 


5.214 
644 

".397 
5«S 

68,478 
419 
36S 

14. 610 

23, 303 

17.475 
113.  "^SI 
I9>34S 
3.064 

35.  595 
107 

94.  795 
14,989 

47.639 


59 
185 


20.  797 
691 
4,708 


3.900 

5.  oto 
1, 009 
413 
X.004 

21. 484 
5. 922 
1.089 
7.  335 

1,836 
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imports  and  exports,  Juru,  iSçj — Continued. 
EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE.  ETC.—Continued. 


3^5 


Aftictea  and  coantiiefl. 


June. 


QuatiUtics. 


Provisions,   comprising   ihlmi  unci 
dairy  products — Continued. 
Dairy  products— Contiau«d. 
Cheese  (pounds)— Conttnued. 
Ccntt  tl  American  States  and 

British  Honduras  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Samo  Domingo  

Other  West  Indies  and  Ber- 
muda  

Brazil  

Colnmbia  

Other  Suuth  Aim  rica  ....... 

Seeds,  including cluver,  cotton,  t1ax« 
seed  or  Unseed,  timothy,  and  all 
other  : 
Exported  to— - 

Mexico  

Central  American  States  and 

British  Honduras  

Cuba  I 

Puerto  Rico.  .1 

Santo  Domingo  | 

Other  West  Indies  and  Bermuda^ 

Argentina.  

Brazii  

Colombia  

Otlicr  Snuth  .\mcrir.-\  

Sugar,  ittintd  ^puunUs) — 

Mexico  

Central    American    States  and 

British  Honduras  

Santo  Domingo  

Other  West  Indies  and  Bermuda . . 

.Argentina  

Colo  bia    

Other  isouth  America  

Tobacco: 

Unmanufactured  (pounds)— 
E.x ported  to— 

Me.xico    

Central  Ameiicun  Stales  and 

Hiitish  I^Ionduras  

West  Indiis  and  Hermuda. . . . 

Argentina  ,  

Colombia  

Other  South  America  

Tobacco: 
Manufactures  of,  includini^  ci;.'ars 
and  cigarettes  (per  M) — 
Exported  to— 

Mexico  

Central  American  States  and 

British  Honduras  

Cuba  


15.373 
8,600 

I,  720 
3.487 

59. 892 


6,  898 
7,687 


30, 20a 

It 8,  275 
3.450 
137,4^7 


1897. 


Values.  Quantitiea. 


$1,  567 
498 

194 
374 

6, 570 


812 
877 


734 

630 
62 
38 
35 

291 


84,  568 

J20 


z68. ZOO 

7, 890 

172, 993 


36 
103 

1,6x0 

5.  784 
>93 
6,489 


4.099 
7 


13. 578 

853 

i<s,  703 


1.092 
4.8a3 


4.6ao 

8,  Soo  . 
7,402  ]. 


19.566 
7.703 

4.  517 
4.037 

7«.  179 
959 
9.  532 
18, 524 


18,844 

77.  524 
?.  754 
165,  590 


56,  632 
8,  762 


17.  M3 

15. 264 

161, 679 

10,  800  I 
81XÎ  I 

82,744 


Values. 


$2,o8S 
1,190 

8,  092 
132 
1.07g 
2,388 


126 

500 
100 

24 
XI4 

131 

5 

364 
3" 

883 

3. 491 
8.  849 


2,  870 
435 


1. 515 

2,361 

16.  S93 
965 
49 


262 

8.9S3 
16,603 
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Imports  and  exports,  June,  tSçj — Continued. 
EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE.  ETC.^ontînu«d. 


Artícte»  and  oonattica. 


Tobacco — Continued. 

Manufactures  of,  includini?  cigars 
and  riirarettcs(per  M)— Con. 
Exported  to — Continued. 
Other  West  Indies  and  Ber- 
muda  ,*..  

Argentina..  

rtr;i/i!  

Colombia  

Other  South  America  

Wood,  nntl  manufactures  of: 
Exported  to — 

Mexico  

Central  American  States  and 

British  Honduras  

Culi.i  

Other  West  Indies  and  Ber- 
muda   

Arpentina  

Brazil  •  

Colombia  , 

Other  South  America  

Lumber   (M  feet),  including 
boards,  deals,  planksjoists, 
and  scantling — 
Exported  to— 

Mrxiro  

Central  American  States  and 

Rritish  Honduras  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  , 

'       Santo  Domingo  

Other  West  Indies  and  Ber- 
muda  

Argentina   

Bia¿il  

Colombia  

Other  South  America  

All  oÁer  lumber,  including  shin- 
pi  rs,  shooks,  etc— 
Exported  to — 

Mexico  

Central  American  States  and 

British  Honduras  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Dominso  

Other  West  Indies  and  Ber- 
muda *....  .....I 

A  r^^t-ntina  

Brazil   

Colombia  

Other  South  America  , , , 

Manufactures  of.  including'— 

Doors,  sash,  and  blinds  

Moldings,  trimmings,  and  other 
house  finishings  


Jane. 


Quantities. 


$.930 

1, 017 
2.  263 
328 

m 
3.45a 

5. 961  i 
6,  759  I 

454 
3.716 


Value». 


$17,441 

50 
1.477 
3.075 


33.982 

3.012 
93 

1.673 

20 


1897. 


Quantities. 


348 
325 


S5.343 

15.647 
25.  959 
4.  tSi 
3,68a 

47, 

78.  371 
83,  201 
4.683 
45.093 


«8,  sas 

10, 213 
4.448 
3.  955 
t.355 

30, 928 
14,678 

1.253 
$18 
ii»044 


12,780 

629 
2,117 
Sio 
371 

2,785 

2,  549 
5.075 
491 


Values. 


$aa. 531 

a.  053 


17 
6,538 


26,771 

«.153 
7.39« 


657 


1,021 
«74 


«37.886 

8.468 
20,380 
9.  «7 

5.  (33 

40k  8«3 

49.  395 
72. 644 

6,  1 1)2 
62,  123 


35.346 

7.  557 
7.007 
429 
«94 

4,  886 
36. 092 

3.97a 
61S 
«3,971 
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3^7 


Imports  And  exports,  June,  — Concinued. 
EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE,  ETC.— Continued. 


June. 


Article»  and  countries. 


ÍS96. 


Quantities. 


Value*. 


1897 


Quantitici.  Values. 


\Vt>od,  and  manufactures  of — Cont'd. 
Manufactures  of.  etc, — Cont'd. 
Hogsheads  and  barrels,  empty. . 

Household  furaiture  

Wooden  ware  

All  other  

Exported  to — 

Mexico  

Central  American  Stales  and 

British  Honduras  , 

Cuba. ..   I 

Puerto  Rico.  , . 

Santo  Domingo  

Other  West  Indies  and  Ber- 
muda I     17.  151 

5.535 
9.  1H8 

4.942 

17,  ai8 


•3Ï.007  [  !  l40kS75 


23.  887 
7,  5S6 
3.582 
1.324 


Argentina 

Brazil  ■ 

Colombia  

Olhcr  Soiitli  America  '  .] 


Wool,  and  manufactures  oí 
Wool,  raw  (pounds)— 

Exporirtl  to— 

Mexico  


I 


39i.25y  34.5S3 


25.  974 
6,  625 

I.  376 

1.383 

433 
13.963 

7,089 

5.  549 
10»  632 


60 


URUGUAY. 

DISCOVERY  OF  THE  MICROBE  OF  YELLOW  FEVER, 

The  Bureau  is  indebted  to  Señor  Prudencio  de  Murguiondo, 
Consul  General  of  Uruguay  in  United  States,  tor  a  t  ()[)y  of  J. a 
Nación  of  June  11,  1897,  ^'^^"í'i'nií^^.  ¡n  full,  a  lectun-  drlivcicd 
by  the  eiiunciit  Professor  Sannarelli  on  the  subject  of  liis  re- 
searches, and  discoN  cry  of  the  yellow  fever  microbe.  The  article 
is  very  lengthy  and  of  a  scientific  character,  which  renders  its 
publication  in  f\x\\  in  the  Monthly  Bulletin  impracticable. 

The  statistics  presented  by  Professor  Sannarelli  show  the  appall- 
ing number  of  deaths  which  have  resulted  from  the  dreaded 
scourge  of  yellow  fever  within  the  past  decade,  and  an  estimate 
is  made  of  the  loss  to  coiiinu  rce  entailed  by  the  recurrences  of 
the  epidemic  in  the  various  countries  borderinfj  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico, in  the  West  Indies,  and  on  the  Atlantic  Seaboard  oí  South 
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America.  He  states,  that  in  Cuba  alone,  the  Spanish  army  has 
lost  by  death  from  yellow  fever  10*793  soldiers  widiin  the  last  two 

years. 

He  speaks  of  the  propagation,  culdvattoniand  inoculation  ot  the 
microbe,  and  oí  a  series  ot  interesting  experiments  upon  horses, 
dogs,  rabbits,  and  various  other  animals.  Experiments  were  also 
made  upon  tive  men. 

It  has  bet  n  ascertained  that  the  microbe  is  found  in  the  blood 
and  in  the  interior  parts  of  the  tissues^  and  it  is  to  this  tact  that 
the  Professor  ascribes  the  Silure  of  so  many  physicians  who  have 
sought  the  microbe  in  the  black  vomic,  which  is  characteristic  of 
the  disease.  The  microbe  was  found  to  be  stick-like  in  form,  with 
rounded  extremities,  and  in  the  demonstration  of  artificial  culti- 
vation  it  gathers  in  pairs,  and  in  the  tissues  it  assembles  in  small 
groups.  In  length  it  varies  irom  two  to  lour  inilicsiinals  of  a 
millinietíT. 

According  to  Protessor  Sannarelli,  the  yellow  fever  is  undoubt- 
edly very  contagious,  a  ^ct  established  by  its  transmission  by  sea 
from  one  country  to  another,  and  no  part  of  the  world  can  be 
considered  as  exempt  from  the  invasion  of  the  deadly  germ. 


VENEZUELA. 
NEW  MINISTRY. 

Cieneral  Joaquín  Crespo,  Constitutional  President  of  the  United 
States  of  Venezuela,  by  an  act  dated  June  28,  1897,  counter- 
signed by  his  Secretary,  General  José  R.  Nunez,  has  appointed  a 
new  cabinet,  constituted  as  follows  : 

Minister  of  the  Interior,  Doctor  Heriberto  Gordon. 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  Señor  Don  P.  Ezequiel  Rojas. 

Minister  of  the  Treasury,  Señor  Don  Luis  A.  Castillo. 

MinistíToí  \\  :ir  and  Navy,  (jciKiaî  ¡tisK  Rak.aki,  Ru  art. 

Minister  of  l^'omento,  I  )()Ctor  Adriano  Rikra  Aguinagalde. 

Minister  of  Public  Instruction,  Doctor  I'fdf.rico  Chirinos. 

Minister  of  l^lblic  Works,  General  Georcf  Uzt  ar,  jr. 

General  li.  Ibarra  Herrera,  governor  of  the  Federal  District, 
by  virtue  of  his  office,  has  a  seat  in  the  Venezuelan  cabinet. 
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The  ^following  modifications  of  the  tariff  of  Venezuela  have 
been  officially  promulgated: 

Class  1. — Ertc, 

There  are  included  in  this  class  :  Mineral  waters,  formerly  in  third  class  ;  iron 
ore  and  old  iron,  suitable  for  foundry  purposes,  formerly  second  class  ;  potato 
sprouts,  formerly  third  class  ;  windmills,  formerly  second  class. 

Class  2. — ¡0  cintimos  per  hlo. 
Liquid  carbonic  acid  gas  ;  elbows  for  water  pipes  ;  glass  dust. 

Class  3. — 2^  ctnHmos  per  kilo. 

Cotton,  formerîv  prohibited;  asbestos;  harness,  formerly  second  cla'?;  mvis- 
co\'.i.do  sugar,  tormcrly  proliibited  ;  gum  arable,  formerly  hrih  class  ;  pure  Ijird, 
the  mixtures,  and  the  oleomargarine,  lornierly  comprised  in  thlâ  class,  arc  excluded; 
poisons  used  in  preserving  hides,  tormerly  fifth  class. 

Class  4* — 75  cmtitnos  per  iilo, 

Rehnecl  white  sugar,  formerly  prohihitcci  ;  bituminous  oil  for  cleaning  har- 
ness ;  painted  rope  mats  for  tables;  naphtha;  pork  lard,  mixed  wiili  other 
greases  and  oleomargarine,  formerly  third  class;  wooden  strips  for  matches, 
tormerly  prohibited  ;  parlor  air  guns  are  transferred  to  seventh  class. 

Class  $. — i^a^  boUvars  per  Hlo, 

Rum  üt  all  sorts,  except  that  made  irom  sugar  cane,  the  importation  of  which 
is  prohibited;  brandy  or  cognac  or  essences  thereof  ;  absinthe;  gin  aiui  essences 
to  tt  degrees  Cartier;  beyond  this  grade  the  duties  will  be  calculated  propor- 
tionately, formerly  sixth  class;  cotton  batting;  gunpowder,  formerly  sixth 
class  ;  plug  tobacco  (el  tabaco  hueva)  and  twisted  chewing  tobacco,  formerly 
sixth  class. 

Class  7.-5  bolivars  per  kilo. 

Parlor  air  guns,  formerly  fourth  class  ;  the  importation  of  matches  is  pro- 
hibited. 

Class  9. — jo  bolivars  per  kilo. 

The  importation  of  ready-made  dothing,  formerly  in  this  class,  is  prohibited 

by  Article  3  of  the  new  law. 

The  tariff  law  recently  passed  has  two  new  articles,  as  follows  : 
Art.  4.  The  Executive  shall  have  the  power  to  prohibit  the  importation  of 
all  or  any  pieces  of  all  kinds  of  ready-made  clothing,  of  hats  of  a!I  cla'ises,  caps, 
helmets,  and  trimmed  cap*;,  through  those  custom-houses  of  the  Repubiic  in 
uhosc  jurisdiction  sucli  industries  or  trades  may  have  acquired  tlic  necessarv 
extension  and  development  for  the  supply  of  said  articles,  without  detriment  to 
the  consumers. 
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Art.  13.  Articles  imported  into  the  country  as  dtscoimected  parts  of  a  whole 

for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  duty,  whether  in  a  single  package  or  in  separate 
packages,  slvall  pay  the  duty  of  the  class  to  which  the  article  belongs  when  put 

together. 

There  is  this  ditTcrciicc  hcrwcen  Article  4  of  the  old  law  and  Article  5  of  the 
new  law:  By  the  hri>i,  saltpeter  could  be  imported  only  by  druggists  and  in 
small  portions;  by  the  second,  the  quantity  is  not  limited,  and  it  can  be  imported 
by  anyone  with  the  proper  permit. 

Between  Article  1 1  of  the  old  law  and  Article  1 2  of  the  new  law  there  is  this 
difference:  By  the  first,  the  Grovernor  was  authorized  to  increase,  diminbh,  and 
suppress  duties  without  specifying  the  article;  by  the  sKond,  he  is  authorized 
to  diminish  and  suppress  duties  on  the  necessities  of  life  only  when  unforeseen 
circumstances  make  it  necessary,  etc. 

GREATER  REPUBLIC  OF  CENTRAL  AMERICA. 
TREATY  OF  CENTRAL  AMERICAN  UNION. 

COKSULAT£  OF  THE   UnITED  StATES  OF  AmERICA, 

Ttguagalpa,  Honduras,  June  zp,  /<Pp/* 

Hon.  Joseph  P.  Smith, 

Director  of  the  Ihtr^'nu  of  American  RepjiI'lics,  Jf\ishington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  ot  a  Treaty  oí  Union, 
celebrated  June  15,  1897,  at  Guatemala  between  the  fíve  repub* 
lies  of  Central  America,  together  with  a  translation  I  have  made 
of  the  same. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  M.  Little,  OmsvL 

The  Governments  of  (Tuatcmala,  Costa  Rica,  and  that  of  the  Greater  Repub- 
lic ot  Central  America,  by  tneauã  oí  their  respective  dciegaies  and  plenipoten- 
tiaries, to  wit  :  Messrs.  (Licentiates)  Antonio  B  atrfs  Jaurfgui,  M  ariano  Cruz, 
and  Antonio  Gonzales  Saravia,  tor  Guaicn»ala;  Mr.  (Licentiate)  Leónidas 
Pacheco,  for  Costa  Rica;  and  Messrs.  (Doctors)  Tiburcio  C.  Bonilla  and  Man- 
VBL  Delgado,  for  che  Greater  Republic  of  Central  America. 

Desiring  that  the  union  of  Central  America  in  a  definite  manner  may  be 
realized  as  soon  as  possible  by  the  immediate  broadening  of  their  mutual  politi- 
cal relations,  from  this  time  united  into  one  before  foreign  nations,  and  tlM 
States  having  harmonic  bases  of  union,  identical  guarantees  and  homogeneous 
principles  of  liberty -and  progress,  after  having  exhibited  their  full  powers,  which 
are  found  to  be  in  proper  form,  and  after  due  coniêrence  and  discussion,  have 
in  effect  resolved  upon  the  following  stipulations: 

Art.  1.  The  Republics  of  Guatemala,  Costa  Rica,  \icarat;ua,  HonJuras,  and 
Sal \  ador  torm  from  to-day  one  nation,  free  and  independent,  which  is  named 
"  Republic  of  Central  America." 
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Art.  2.  The  Republics  signing,  which  constitute  ihe  new  political  union, 
preserve  their  entire  liberty  and  independence,  except  in  those  points  which  this 
treaty  expresses  and  with  reference  to  which  they  ought  to  be  considered  as  one 
nationality. 

Art.  3.  They  preserve  their  autonumic  government  in  regard  to  the  admin- 
istration of  their  internai  .iff.iirs,  aiui  their  iinitine  into  one  ^hall  have  tor  its 
only  object  ciiat  iii  llicir  intcrnaiional  rcialJUüs  tiicy  shaii  appear  as  one  entity, 
in  order  to  guarantee  their  common  independence,  right,  and  respectability. 

Aar.  4.  With  this  object  the  Republics,  which  in  the  future  shall  be  called 
States,  agree  in  forming  a  national  executive  power  whose  chief  shall  have  the 
character  of  President  of  Central  America. 

Aai*.  The  Presidents  of  the  present  Republics  shall  be  called  Chiefs  of 
State. 

Art.  6.  The  Presidency  of  the  Republic  of  Central  America  shall  be  exer- 
cised alternatively,  by  tarn,  by  the  respective  Chiefs  of  State,  in  alphabetical 
order  of  nations,  thus:  Costa  Rica,  Guatemala,  Honduras,  Nicaragua,  and 

Salvador. 

.Art.  7,  The  turn  s/ial)  he  annual,  and  shall  begin  the  15th  of  SciMcint^cr  of 
the  present  year  i:  (Ml  ;h.u  date  the  Treaty  shall  have  received  its  dciinitivc 
approval  ;  and  if  it  shall  not  have  received  it,  on  the  date  which  shall  opportunely 
be  fixed  by  the  majority  of  the  States, 

Aar.  8.  The  President  of  the  Republic  of  Central  America  shall  be  assisted  by 
a  Council  of  two  Delegates  for  each  of  the  States,  who  shall  have  the  character 
of  responsible  Ministers. 

AkT.  9.  The  failure  or  absence  of  some  of  the  said  Delegates,  whenever  a 
majority  shovild  concur,  shall  not  obstruct  their  deliberations  and  resolutions. 

Art.  10.  To  attest  their  acts  and  to  be  the  organ  of  communication,  the 
Prcïident  of  Central  America  shall  designate  one  of  the  members  to  assume  the 
Secretaryship  't*  ?rate. 

Art.  1 1.  The  counselors  be  nominated  for  one  year,  by  the  Executive 

of  State,  being  clieiblc  for  reelection. 

.Art.  12.  In  all  the  rcsuluiiuus  which  affect  the  exterior  policy  of  Central 
America,  the  President  must  proceed  with  consultation  with  the  Council  and 
with  the  vpte  of  the  absolute  majority  of  those  who  are  present.  The  vote  of 
the  President  shall  be  decisive  in  case  of  tie. 

Aar.  13.  The  attributes  of  the  President  of  Central  America,  in  concurrence 
with  the  Council,  are  : 

(a)  To  defend  the  independence  and  honor  of  the  nation  and  the  inviolabil* 
itV  of  its  territory. 

(b)  To  observe  the  stipulations  of  the  present  treaty,  and  to  cause  it  to  be 

observed  bv  rhe  States. 

(c)  To  procure,  by  paciñc  means,  ihc  maintenance  of  public  order  in  the 

States. 

(d)  To  determine,  in  necessary  i  a<es,  the  manner  and  recourses  with  which 
each  of  them  must  contribute  to  liic  dcieiise  of  the  territory  and  the  national 
honor. 

liuil.  >'o.  3  i 
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(c)  To  nominate  diplomatic  ministers,  consuls,  and  consular  at^entb. 
(t  )  To  receive  ihe  ministers  :ind  other  envovs  oi  other  nations  and  to  give 
exequatur  to  the  roiiinii'>>ii)ns  ut  iorclgn  consuls. 

(g)  To  culiivatc  and  encourage  lorcign  relations. 

(h)  To  issue  pusports  to  ministers  and  envoys  ot  other  nations  and  lo  with- 
draw the  exequaturs  of  consuls  in  cases  provided  hy  law. 

(1)  To  determine  the  budget  and  the  form  in  which  the  Sutes  ought  to  con- 
tribute CO  the  common  expenses. 

(j)  To  maintain  harmony  between  the  States* 

(k)  To  celebrate,  on  occasion,  treaties  of  peace,  friendsliip,  commerce,  navi- 
gation» and  extradition,  or  agreements,  contracts,  and  stipulations  winch  should 
relate  to  tl»e  general  interests  of  Central  America,  being  obliged  to  submit  to 
the  approval  cf  the  Assem!>!y  of  each  State  those  that  relate  to  its  peculiar 
interests  or  which  may  have  been  cclcoratcd  at  its  request. 

(1)  To  procure  the  greatest  possible  extension  of  the  ways  ot  communication 
between  the  States  and  of  the  commerce  on  their  coasts. 

(m)  To  procure  the  greatest  and  earliest  unity  in  system  of  moneys,  weights, 
and  measures,  under  the  decimal  system,  and  fiscal  and  customs  union,  as  well 
as  uniformity  in  the  plan  of  studies  (education). 

Aar.  14.  The  Council  is,  moreover,  authorized  to  unfold  in  its  work  the 
bases  which  may  conduce  to  the  unification  of  the  interests  of  Central  America, 
especially  in  the  Legislative  branch. 

Aar.  I  The  diplomatic  and  consular  representation  shall  hereafter  be  in  the 
name  of  t)\e  Republic  of  Central  America. 

Art.  16.  In  exercising  the  arrrihute  to  which  Article  1  ^  refers,  the  Council 
shall  take  care  that  the  representation  proceed  cqiiaüv  froni  the  ditterent  States. 

Art.  17.  It  is  understood  that  whenever  a  State  mav  need,  on  its  own  account, 
diplomatic  or  consular  representation,  it  shall  be  provided  with  the  personage 
wliich  il  m^y  indicate. 

Art.  18.  The  principal  duty  of  the  Council  is  to  maintain  fraternal  harmony 
between  the  States  ;  and  if  its  good  offices  should  not  reach  the  desired  end, 
recourse  shall  unfailingly  be  had  to  the  procedure  of  arbitration. 

Art.  19.  It  is  recognized  that  this  treaty  has  no  other  aim  than  that  of 
approximating  the  definitive  organization  of  the  Central  American  country; 
that,  consequentl} ,  no  other  proceeding  shall  be  taken  into  account,  nor  any 
interpretation  of  its  clauses  be  admitted,  other  than  such  as,  by  pacific  means 
and  with  reciprocal  convenience,  shall  tend  to  this  end. 

■\«t.  20.  The  Republic  of  Central  America  shall  he  con-^idered  as  organ- 
ized wiienevcr  niuic  than  one  Slate  shall  concur  ]n  its  formation;  and  the  faikue 
to  accept  anv  clause  or  clauses  here  aerecd  upon  sliail  not  hinder  the  State  that 
mav  reject  the  compact  from  cnicruig  the  Tnion,  provided  always  triat,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Council,  this  compact  be  nut  c>scntially  affected  thereby. 

Art.  21.  The  native  of  any  of  the  States  shall  not  be  considered  a  foreigner 
in  another  State,  and  shall  be  under  the  conditions  of  a  native,  if  he  manifests 
his  desire  so  to  be  before  those  in  charge  of  the  civil  register. 

Aar.  22.  The  civil  and  political  capacity  of  a  Central  American,  the  requisite 
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of  the  foregoing  article  being  fulfiUcd,  «hall  be  governed  by  the  law  of  the  State 
in  which  he  may  reside  with  respect  to  acts  committed  in  it. 

Art.  23.  Consequently,  the  option  to  which  Article  21  refers  shall  give  them 
the  character  of  natural  citizen^;,  with  their  ohligations  and  guarantees,  and 
domicile  shall  gi'.  c  them  all  the  rights  and  duties  of  the  locality,  without  any 
exception  whatsoever. 

Art.  24.  The  documents  issued  by  any  iaactionary,  being  legalized,  shall 
have  force  and  vigor  in  any  State,  according  to  its  laws;  but  for  the  exercise  of 
professional  cities  the  respective  permission  shall,  in  addition,  be  necessary,  and 
for  exercising  the  office  of  notary  it  is  also  required  to  ñilfiU  the  special  requisites 
of  the  laws  of  the  State. 

Aar.  25.  The  States  of  Central  America  shall  make  common  cause  in  inter- 
national questions  which  may  affect  their  sovereigncy  or  independence* 

Akt.  26.  The  aid  which  on  occasion,  one  State  may  lend  in  the  service  ot 
another  shall  be  at  the  cost  of  the  one  which  furnishes  it. 

Art.  2".  The  President  of  the  Republic  nf  Central  America,  in  concurrence 
with  the  Executive  Council,  shall  determine  the  manner  and  form  of  assistance 
in  order  that  unity  of  action  may  exisr. 

Art.  28.  The  disposition  ot  tlic  superior  command  uf  the  forces  shall  be  sub- 
ordinate to  that  of  the  State  in  which  tiicy  may  be  found,  except  when  ihc 
President  of  the  Republic  shall  assume  the  direct  command.  Aid  must  be  ten- 
dered in  the  place  of  conflict. 

Art.  29.  In  such  cases,  all  that  relates  to  peace  shall  be  determined  by  the 
National  Executive. 

Art.  30.  Peace  between  the  States  of  Central  America  shall  be  guaranteed  by 
the  recognition  of  the  principle  of  noninterference.  This  does  uot  prevent  the 
reciprocal  and  spontaneous  aid  which  the  States  may  loan  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  peace  when  it  is  desired  of  them. 

Art.  31.  Consequently  no  Chief  of  State  can,  of  his  own  w'lW,  inrerfcrc  in 
any  way  in  questions  ronccrnini.'  ihc  internal  government  oí  another  Scaic. 

Art.  52.  In  tuliilinicnt  of  Art.  18,  when  one  of  the  States  thinks  itselr 
threatened  or  oifcndcd  by  another,  it  shall  direct  a  nieiuurandum  to  the  Execu- 
tive Council,  in  which  account  shall  be  given  of  the  details  of  the  pending  con- 
troversy and  all  the  necessary  explanations  offered,  meantime  maintaining  matters 
in  statu  quo. 

Art.  33.  The  other  side  having  been  heard,  and  the  conciliatory  intervention 
of  the  Executive  Council  not  being  efficacious,  notice  shall  be  given  to  the  parties 
that  within  a  fixed  time  they  shall  nominate  an  arbitrator.  In  case  of  disagree- 
ment, the  same  Council  shall  designate  said  arbitrator.  For  the  rcM>!u:ions  which 
mav  have  to  be  made  in  these  cases,  the  Council  shall  be  considered  as  formed 
ot  the  member?  who  should  not  have  direct  interests  in  the  question;  and  if  the 
President  of  the  Republic  should  have  to  scpar.Ttp  hinisclf,  the  qualified  members 
shall  designate  by  a  majority  the  person  who  shaii  have  a  doiiblr  vote  in  case  of 
tie.    The  arbitral  award  shall  have  the  force  of  a  definitive  -^ciuciice. 

Art.  34.  No  State  shall  authorize  or  allow  in  its  own  territory  acts  hostile 
to  any  of  the  other  States. 
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Axr,  35.  The  concentrating  of  political  emigrants  shall  be  carried  into  effect 
without  other  procedure  than  the  demand  of  the  Government  interested, 

Aar.  36.  The  right  of  asylum  is  inviolable»  as  well  in  the  States  as  in  the 
Republic,  except  in  the  cases  provided  in  the  compacts  of  extradition. 

AaT.  37.  The  responsibilities,  pecuniary,  or  of  whatever  other  kind,  which 
the  respective  States  may  have  incurred,  or  which  they  may  hereafter  incur,  shall 
concern  the  part\'  oWicatcd. 

Art.  Iti  (trder  that  in  tiic  Con^rirtitinn'^  the  same  political  spirit  which  is 
going  to  taciiitate  their  dehnirivc  ini^-iou  may  prevail,  as  bases  of  constitutional 
public  right,  the  following  i>  established  : 

(a)  Separation  ut  ciiurch  and  >tuic  and  absolute  respect  lor  bclici:>. 

(b)  Freedom  of  the  press  without  previous  censure.  The  misdoneanors  and 
offenses  of  the  press  are  subject  to  the  cognizance  and  restrûnt  of  the  tribunals. 

(c)  Freedom  to  bequeath  by  will  and  testament,  with  only  such  restrictions 
as  the  laws  may  determine  in  r^ard  to  inheritances  or  legacies  in  favor  of  insti- 
tutions of  a  religious  character  and  allowances  to  heirs. 

(d)  The  inviolability  of  human  life  for  political  crimes. 

(e)  Absolute  equality  in  a  civil  capacity  of  man  and  woman. 

(t)  The  purely  civil  character  of  acts  which  may  establish  or  modify  the  civil 
capacity  of  per^^ons  ;  hut  this  does  not  hinder  the  celebration  of  any  religious 
ceremonies  whatsoever. 

(g)  riie  abolition  of  every  entailment  or  institution  ot'  mortmain,  except 
those  that  ^Ijouid  have  tiny  object  ot  bcnchcentc  or  ol  public  instruction. 

(h)  The  guaranty  of  habeas  corpus. 

(i)  The  inviolability  of  property,  except  in  case  of  expropriation  for  public 
utility  and  need,  legally  confirmed  and  with  previous  indemnification,  which  in 
case  of  war  does  not  have  to  be  previously  made. 

(j)  Absolute  independence  between  the  le^slative,  executive,  and  judicial 

powers. 

(k)  Inviolability  of  person,  except  in  case  of  crime  or  default,  detention  for 
investigation  not  being  allowed  to  continue  more  than  five  days. 

(1)  Substantive  laws  shall  not  be  retroacrive  except  in  matter  of  punishment 
when  they  favor  the  criminal  ;  but  neither  conñscation  nor  torture  is  allowed, 
(m)  Equality  before  the  law. 

(n)  The  right  of  iiuli\  idual  or  collective  petition  is  rccoeni/.ed. 
(o)  The  right  oi  meeting  pcacctully  and  without  arms,  and  ior  iavviui  pur- 
poses is  recognized. 

(p)  The  right  of  defense  is  inviolable. 

(q)  Every  citizen  is  free  to  fix  his  residence,  and  to  enter  the  country  or 
leave  it,  except  in  case  of  being  subject  to  responsibilities. 

(r)  The  domicile  is  inviolable  and  can  not  be  searched  except  in  the  cases 

and  with  the  formalities  that  the  law  prescribes. 

(s)  In  no  case  shall  it  be  allowed  to  take  possession  of,  much  less  examine, 
the  private  papers  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Republic  without  order  from  a 

competent  jiuU-e. 

(t)  Instruction  is  free  except  with  such  restrictions  as  morality  may  demand; 
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but  that  which  may  be  given  in  the  establishments  sustained  by  the  State,  is 
lîûcal,  gratuitous,  and  oblieatory. 

Art.  39.  The  Jccî.irancm  ot  these  principles  does  not:  prevent  each  State 
from  establishing  in  i:>  own  constitution  others  that  it  may  deem  expedient. 

Art.  40.  The  ]>rior  treaties  celebrated  between  the  States  shall  remain  in 
force  in  so  tar  ãs>  they  may  not  be  opposed  to  the  present  compact. 

Art.  41.  The  executive  council,  Hvc  years  having  passed,  or  sooner  if  it 
should  be  possible,  shall  convene  a  national  assembly  to  pronounce  the  defini* 
tive  Constitution  of  Central  America.  Said  period  shall  be  capable  of  being 
prorogued  at  the  discretion  of  the  executive  council. 

The  National  Assembly  shall  be  composed  of  ten  representatives  for  each 
State,  and  five  substitutes. 

Art.  42.  The  coat  of  arms  and  the  national  banner  shall  be  those  of  the  old 
Confederation. 

The  present  treaty  shall  be  submitted  to  the  approval  of  the  respective 
asiemhiiee  or  constituent  conventions,  which  shall  opportunclv  he  convoked  by 
each  State,  procuring  to  obtain  its  ratification  before  the  1       of  next  September. 

Nevertheless,  if  on  that  dale  any  or  all  of  the  ratifications  should  be  wanting, 
that  shall  not  violate  what  has  been  stipulated. 

This  çompact  shall  be  held  to  be  accepted,  without  the  necessity  of  excliange, 
from  the  day  chat  all  the  Governments  of  Central  America  may  have  communi- 
cated the  approbation  of  their  respective  congresses. 

In  testimony  whereof  the  undersigned  plenipotentiaries  have  signed  and  sealed 
it  in  the  number  of  three  copies»  in  Guatemala^  the  1 5th  of  June,  in  the  year 
1897. 

Antonio  Batres. 

Mariano  Cruz. 

Anto  M  o  Ci'>N7>Liís  Sara  via. 

LEONit)\s  Pachaco. 

y.  G.  Bonilla. 

Manuel  Delgado. 

RAMIE. 

ITS  CULTIVATION  AND  MANUFACTURE. 

Experiments  which  have  been  going  on  for  years  have  demon- 

stnited  the  ikct  that  ramie  may  be  grown  successfully  and  profit- 
ably in  many  localities  oí  South  America,  Central  America, 
Mexico,  and  United  States.  The  reason  that  the  production  of 
this  valuable  plant  has  never  passed  beyond  the  experimental  state 
in  those  countries,  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  there  exists  on 
the  American  Continent  no  home  market  for  the  finished  machine- 
decorticated  crude  fiber,  called  technically  *^  commercial  ramie," 
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which  must  be  ñrst  cleaned,  then  ungummed,  separated,  and  . 
combed. 

To  the  present  time  there  have  existed  on  this  continent  no 
factories  devoted  properly  or  exclusively  to  the  working  of  the 
crude,  or  even  Oriental-cleaned,  fiber  into  the  various  forms  of 
manufactured  goods  to  which  it  is  adapted. 

It  is  srateci  on  good  luitliority  that  there  are  in  the  British 
Islands  and  on  the  Euro}->ean  Continent  many  such  nianuiactories 
in  suceesstul  operation,  which  are  supphed  with  raw  material  from 
India,  China,  or  Japan,  hand  cleaned,  as  well  as  decorticated,  and 
prepared  for  the  loom  by  the  cheap  labor  of  those  countries. 

Within  a  recent  period  mechanical  appliances  have  been  per- 
fected whereby  the  processes  of  decorticating,  cleaning,  and 
ungumming,  as  well  as  separating,  may  be  accomplished  by  the 
intelligent  labor  of  the  various  countries  of  America.  To  make 
the  ramie  industry  one  of  the  prominent  and  most  profitable  of  the 
present  time  on  this  continent,  it  remains  only  to  establish  manu- 
factories (to  contract  for  and  use  this  crude  hber)  on  a  scale  com- 
mensurate with  the  possilîilities.  As  a  step  in  this  direction,  and 
with  the  view  to  encouraging  and  fostering  the  new  and  benehcent 
industry,  the  matter  has  been  brought  before  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  measure  will  hereafter  be  pressed  with  the 
degree  of  earnestness  and  hope  of  success,  which  it  is  believed  it 
deserves. 

From  a  communication  addressed  to  the  Bureau  by  Mr.  S.  H. 

Slaught,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  the  following  extracts  are  taken: 

The  ramie  industry  in  this  couniry  lias  liad  the  iurtune  to  fall  into  peculiar 
conditions,  on  account  of  its  supposed  tropical  nature,  and  into  the  hands  of 
those  thinking  only  of  the  production  of  something  to  export  to  Europe  to  suit 
their  ideat  and  demands,  and  not  of  home  consumption  or  manu&cture.  In 
order  to  demonstrate  and  develop  the  immense  business  proportions  and  wealth 
of  the  ramie  industry,  we  must  have  a  home  market  for  the  machine-decorticated 
fiber  ;  and  to  that  end  there  must  be  a  factory  or  factories  by  means  of  which  it 
may  be  wrought  into  goods  tu  be  used  by  our  people.  Nothing  short  of  this  will 
stimulate  the  growing  of  the  plant  or  start  the  industry  successfully.  A  per- 
fected dccorticator  alone  will  not  accomplish  the  purpo<;e. 

Moncv  can  not  he  obtained  to  build  machinery,  or  to  perfect  it,  until  the  demand 
for  it  exists,  and  that  will  he  when  we  have  factories  to  mc  the  crude  fiber  and 
are  able  to  contract  with  our  farmers  to  raise  it.  This  is  what  I  propose  to 
accomplish.  No  one  can  aiford  to  plant  large  crops  of  ramie  or  buiid  machinery 
until  this  market  is  created  and  a  demand  for  raw  material  exists. 
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Now,  the  people  want  and  need  this  ramie  industry,  and  to  raise  less  wheat, 
cotton,  corn,  etc.,  and  more  wool  and  silk  to  use  in  connection  with  ramie,  and 
thus  make  all  of  our  own  high-priced  goods  and  mnteriais.  We  can  make  them 
better  and  cheaper,  too,  as  well  as  keep  our  gold  at  home. 

I  have  secured  the  necessary  buildings,  and  most  of  the  machinery  is  now 
ready  for  the  mills.  To  stare  the  &ctory,  we  shall  import  the  fiber  (which  we 
can  not  get  on  this  continent)  from  India,  already  decorticated  and  c!c:ined. 
At  the  same  time,  we  will  grow  a  field  of  the  plant  to  demonstrate  that  it  can  be 
raised  here;  harvest,  decorticate,  clean,  ungum,  separate  and  comb,  and  then 
manufacture  it  into  merchant, ihle  producT*. 

We  will  also  contract  fcir  the  purchase  (when  we  have  the  mill  ritnning)  ot 
raw  fiber  grown  in  the  Lnitcc!  States  and  Spanish  American  countries,  paying 
6  cent5  per  pound  net,  it  our  Government  will  foster  and  protect  Ui  ior  a  period 
of  rive  years,  and  wc  liavc  the  cooperation  of  those  wishing  to  benefit  from  it. 
Wc  will  he  able  to  pay  growers  of  the  plant  double  the  price  obtainable  for 
export  purposes  under  other  or  the  present  circumstances. 

In  previous  articles  on  the  subject  I  have  stated  that  *'  1,000  pounds  of  crude 
dried  fiber  could  be  produced  to  the  acre  from  each  cutting,"  or  "  5,000  or 
4,000  pounds  firom  three  or  four  cuttings;"  also  "that  a  $3,000  outfit  of 
machinery  for  leafing,  cutting,  decorticating,  drying,  and  baling  crude  ramie  fiber 
for  the  mill,  factory,  or  marl  •  oald  handle  the  product  of  100  to  150  acres  in 
sixty  days.  I  will  say  now  that  I  will  make  a  $3,000  outfit  take  care  of  200 
acres,  though  I  never  have  said  so  before.  Î  also  assert  that  zo,ooo  pounds  of 
green  crop  can  he  tzrown  on  an  acre  in  two  cuttings.'* 

It  ui!!  he  intcrc-rine  to  know  that  great  efforts  are  being  made  in  the  right 
direction  to  promote  this  ramie  industry  in  the  best  interests  of  the  whole  people 
of  the  New  World,  and  I  quote  from  United  States  Senate  Documents  Nos.  47 
and  57,  Fifty-fourth  Congress,  second  session,  reprinted  Fifty-fifth  Congress, 
first  session. 

PROMOTION  OF  THB  RAMIB  INOUtTaV. 

[Extracts  from  Senaic  Documents  Nos.  47  and  57,  Fiity-fourih  Congress,  second 

session.] 

My  object  is  to  get  rhe  public  to  take  hold  of  and  promote  it,  or,  rather,  to 
go  largely  into  the  business.  What  I  am  asking  of  the  Government  is  to  that 
end — not  onlv  to  lielp  us  to  what  is  naturally  spent  (wasted)  in  starting  any  new 
cnierpri<;e,  hut  especially  manufacturing  textiles.  As  all  know,  many  even  fail 
in  the  attempt.  The  bonus  that  I  am  asking  of  the  Government,  the  public 
feel,  is  not  cnly  necessary  to  start  it,  but  that  it  will  be  a  sure  and  certain  suc- 
cess if  the  Government  is  back  of  it.  Then,  everybody  is  willing  to  subscribe 
his  mite,  and  that  is  what  we  want.  I  do  not  want  a  life  position  in  the  Gov- 
ernment employ  or,  to  make  a  political  position,  but  only  what  is  necessary  to 
make  a  great  industry  for  our  country,  and  all  get  the  benefit  from  it  as  soon  as 
possible;  at  least  in  three  or  five  years  to  make  it  worth  several  hundred  mil- 
lions annually  in  savings,- as  well  as  prevent  that  amount  going  abroad  annu- 
ally—in gold,  too— and  to  benefit  the  farmers  (which  benefits  everybody),  all 
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buMnc'>s,  antl  the  whole  ctnnitrv.  Then,  the  employment  of  labor  and  skill  in 
this  aiui  the  ücconcs  again  bcnehib  all.  And  these  gooJs  can  be  made  at 
home  tor  halt*  the  money  sent  abroad  for  them  now — ¡$100,000,000  annually — 
thus  in  four  ways  benefiting  every  man,  woman,  and  child,  rich  or  poor,  high 
or  low,  I  want  it  to  be  a  ramie  industry — to  make  ramie  goods  as  ramie-^as 
well  as  American,  and  that  our  boys  and  girls  shall  have  the  benefits  of  the 
trades  it  will  offer,  and  that  they  can  commence  in  it  young,  in  connection  with 
their  college  education. 

I. —  Tht:  importance  of  the  ranm  industry. 

Ramie  is  from  the  bark  of  a  perennial  plant  grown  for  ages  in  China,  Japan, 
Java,  India,  and  other  oriental  countries.  It  is  stronger  than  silk,  of  a  luster 
almost  its  equal,  and  when  manufactured  into  cloth  wiH  wear  better.  It  is  a 
staple  in  those  countries,  and  from  thorn  Kuropeari  nations  get  their  supply, 
which  i?  manufactured  largely  into  goods  sold  to  u'^  as  silk  and  worsted.  For  a 
long  lime  publ'u-  arrcntioii  has  been  called  to  it  ai  a  desirable  product  to  be 
raised  and  manufactured  here.  It  is  very  prolific,  producing  in  Cldna,  in  lati- 
tudes equivalent  to  ours,  three  crops  a  year,  one  for  every  two  months  during 
the  growing  season,  each  crop  producing  at  the  rate  of  1,000  pounds  to  the  acre 
crude,  dried  fiber.  When  this  industry  shall  have  become  well  established  here 
it  will  command  a  market  which  would  support  a  large  agricultural  population 
and  many  manufacturing  enterprises,  thus  making  our  industries  more  diversified. 

II. — Its  Jeasibiiity. 

Ramie  can  be  grown  readily  in  the  United  States  irom  the  warm  soils  of  New 
Jersey  to  Florida,  through  all  the  Southern  States  west  to  the  Pacific  Coast,  and 
thence  north  to  the  State  of  Washington,  producing  not  Icis  than  two  crops  a 
year  tor  fiber,  and  has  been  known  to  produce  from  Httecn  to  twenty  years  with 
proper  care  without  replanting.  l"he  product,  therefore,  is  large,  unquestioned, 
and  at  comparatively  small  cost  to  the  farmer  after  the  first  weli-rootcd  crop. 
The  crop,  when  properly  planted  and  escabli>h.:d,  covers  the  whole  ground  and 
grows  with  such  v  igor  as  to  exclude  weeds  and  does  away  after  the  first  year 
with  the  necessity  of  its  cultivation.  It  should  be  cut  while  green,  soon  after 
the  stalks  begin  to  brown  at  the  roots,  and  should  be  grown  with  such  an  acre- 
age  either  by  individuals  or  in  the  community  as  to  warrant  the  use  of  machin- 
ery for  cutting,  leafing,  hauling,  breaking,  separating,  drying,  and  baling,  so  as 
to  keep  the  machinery  at  work  continuously  from  the  first  cutting  to  the  close 
of  the  season.  This  outfit  for  machinery  will  cost  about  $3,000,  and  would 
suffice  for  from  lOO  to  1  50  acres.  ' 

The  raw  Chinese  ramie  commands  six  cents  a  pound  in  our  markets,  and,  while 
it  is  cleaner  than  the  crude  fiber  produced  a?  above,  there  wi!!  be,  when  tiic 
industry  shall  have  become  established,  ^uch  a  demand  as  to  command  a  like 
price.  It  is  safe  to  sav,  on  a  ron-cr\  ati\  e  e-iimatc,  that,  grown  on  an  acreage 
of  100  acres,  handled  uu  die  plan  above  suggested,  the  tarmer  can  net  not  less 
than  $50  and  thence  up  to  $100  per  acre  for  an  average  of  five  years. 

Everything,  from  the  mature  plant  to  the  dry  bale,  is  done  by  machinery. 


Digitized  by  Google 


BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS.  379 


with  smn!!  as-íiítance  from  hand  help,  the  stalks  being  crushed  between  rollers 
and  broken  on  brc.iks,  anJ  the  pieces  of  wood  knocked  our  while  frc^h  in  the 
sap,  leaviiii,'  ihc  crude  inirk  incasing  the  fiber  to  be  carried  through  the  drier  hv 
maciiiiicry  to  the  baler.  'I'he  wood  thus  separated  can  be  used  for  fuel  for  the 
power  needed,  leaving  the  ashes  and  refuse  lor  lertiiizers,  if  necessary. 

This  baled  crude  Hbcr  goes  to  the  manufacturers  co  be  prepared  for  carding 
and  spinning.  In  its  present  condition  it  has  all  of  the  outer  bark,  some  frag« 
mencs  of  wood,  it  may  be,  and  is  full  of  gum. 

The  purpose  of  the  process  following  is  to  dean  the  Hber  by  separating  the 
bark  and  the  fragments  of  wood,  if  there  are  any,  with  a  )arg«  portion  of 
the  gtim,  leavinir  the  fiber  with  enough  gum  to  hoid  it  together.  The  process 
called  cleaning  the  fiber  is  performed  by  machinery,  with  hand  assistance  as 
aforesaid,  and  can  be  performed  in  multiple  quantities  to  any  extent  desired  and 
to  any  amount. 

Up  to  this  point  the  process  can  he  carried  on  In  macltiiiery  which  requires 
only  ordinary  skill  in  the  manipulation,  which  will  come  trom  experience. 

The  final  procc>s  tor  complete  and  full  degumming  rctjuirc-.  tiie  skill  .md 
judgment  of  the  expert,  who  shall  watch  the  operation  and  deicrminc  liow  far 
to  go  and  when  to  stop  to  accomplish  the  separation  of  the  fiber  into  individual 
cells  (which  in  ramie  are  from  three  to  six  inches  in  length)  and  to  carry  oíF  the 
gum  which  had  held  the  fiber  together.  This  ungumming  is  a  much  more  difficult 
and  by  far  the  most  particular  and  imporunt  operation  of  all,  as  we  now  come 
down  to  the  delicate  cell,  three  to  six  inches  in  length,  as  fine  as  silk,  which  cells 
must  be  entirely  freed  from  gum,  aiîd  completely  separated  from  each  other  with- 
out unnecessary  tangling,  injury,  or  loss  of  gloss  or  strength.  They  must  be  as 
free,  clean,  and  separate  from  each  other  as  wocJ,  camel's  hair,  or  alpaca,  in  order 
to  be  manufactured  into  goods  entirelv  hv  machinerv. 

Ail  this  work  of  final  preparation  must  he  handled  and  manipulated  by  ma- 
chinery under  the  eye  of  experts,  in  connection  with  and  by  a  proccb>  u  liicli 
must  soften,  absorb,  and  carry  away  the  gum  without  harsh  manipuUtion  or 
means,  leaving  the  final  product  in  quality  as  above  described,  and  which  process 
has  been  thoroughly  tested  and  successfully  used. 


TRADE  MISCELLANY. 
BRAZIL. 

The  government  of  the  State  of  Pari,  Brazil,  is  inviting 
P>ri  waterwork*.       .  .  ,   ^      ,  ,  -,  ,       -  ,  • 

bids  for  the  purchase  of  the  present  waterworks  oí  the  city 

of  Pará  and  for  the  extension  of  the  system.    Tenders  will  not  be  received 

later  than  the  iSth  of  November  next. 

Merchants  of  Rio  de  laneiro  lia\  e  chartered  two  ves- 
sels, now  at  San  Francisco,  10  convey  cargoes  or  Cali- 
fornia wheat  to  Rio.  This  is  the  first  time  in  history  that  sucii  a  thing  has 
occurred,  and  is  attributable  to  the  short  crop  in  the  Argentine  Republic  and 
Uruguay. 
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BRITISH  HONDURAS. 

'I'he  nuiiiicipal  l-o.ird  of  the  citv  of  Belize  has  under 

Dcnsad  Ibf  msichiasfy. 

consideration  the  erection  of  an  electrical  plant  for  light- 
ing the  public  buildings  and  streets  of  that  city.  In  a  dispatch  to  the  Dcpart- 
niciiL  of  State  Consul  Mohlan  says:  "I  believe  there  is  an  opening  for  an  . 
American  plant  if  tenders  are  made  in  competition  with  Engli&h  companies.  A 
telegraph  line  of  about  20O  miles  is  also  to  be  erected»  and  I  presume  a  telephone 
line  will  be  used  in  connection  with  it.  An  American  machine  for  che  manufac* 
ture  of  ice  has  been  contracted  for  and  will  shortly  be  in  operation.  The  pro- 
prietor intends  to  run  a  brewery  and  cold-storage  warehouse  in  connection  with 
the  ice  machine.'* 

COLOMBIA. 
Vice  Consul  -  General  C.  J.  Vipqvain  writes  to  the 

Waterworks  at  Panama.  ^  i         «  i 

Department  of  State,  on  July  20,  that  the  department 
of  Panama  has  signed  a  contract  with  Messrs.  Emil£  Lebkun  and  Belisaire 
Marenovich,  of  Belgium,  for  the  construction  of  waterworks  at  Panama.  This 
contract  was  signed  on  the  29th  of  lunc  last,  and  requires  that  work  shall  be 
begun  within  six  month*,  troin  the  date  of  signing,  and  allots  two  and  one-half 
years  for  the  ccmiplction  oí  it.  The  water  n  to  he  hroueht  !rom  the  Juan  Diz 
River,  1  ^  miles  di>tanr,  which  is  capable  ot  furnishing  the  city  with  a  reliable 
supply  of  good  drinking  water.  Heretofore,  the  citizens  have  been  obliged  to 
depend  upon  collections  from  rain&lls. 

MEXICO. 

American  murobctaiw  effective  was  the  hint  given  the  manufacturers  of  the 

United  States  by  Mr.  Joseph  G»  Donnelly,  Consul-Gen* 
eral  at  Nuevo  Laredo,  Mexico,  in  a  communication  to  the  Department  of 

State,  under  date  of  April  4,  iSq-,  in  regard  to  the  establishment  of  commer- 
cial agencies  for  the  distribiulon  of  American  manuiart lires  in  Mc.vico,  that  he 
is  enabled  to  further  report,  on  July  21,  that  steps  have  been  taken  ror  the  con- 
summation of  this  plan,  and  ):s  inauguration  is  the  work  ot  the  near  iuturc. 
Farther  intimation  ot  the  doirability  ot  this  enterprise  is  indicated  in  the  com- 
munication of  Mr.  Reuben  D.  George,  consulat  Nogales,  Mexico,  which  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  month's  issue. 

Work  on  the  Yaqui  irrigation  canal,  which  has  been 
going  on  for  a  number  of  years,  is  finally  completed,  and 
water  has  been  turned  into  it.    The  completion  of  this  work  marks  the  con- 
summation  of  a  great  enterprise,  which  will  recltdm  a  vast  area  of  arid  country 
in  northern  Mexico. 

Advices  indicate  that  the  present  cereal  crop  through- 
ont  Mexico  promi^Cf.  well,  better  in  fact  than  for  many 
prcccd  ntL'  years.    The  outlook  in  the  States  of  Jalisco  and  Michoacan  is  excep- 
tionally good. 
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NICARAGUA. 

_  ,         United  States  Consul  O'Hara,  writing  from  San  Juan 

Rubber  tax  ravokmL  j  urx 

del  iNortc,  under  date  or  June  14,  advice?  the  Depart- 
ment oí  Stare  that  the  Ciovcrnmcnt  nf  Nicaragua  has  rescinded  the  recent  order 
placine  an  export  tax  oí  lo  cents  per  libra  (Nicaraguan  currency)  on  rubber 
shipped  irom  that  port. 

u    1      J     J       By  an  executive  decree  issued  March  9,  1897,  tiie  duty 
Duty 00  bteyelca rvoncM.        t»     1    •  j  •       vt«  •       j  1 

•  on  bicycle»  imported  into  Nicaragua  is  reduced  to  j  cen- 

tavos per  pound,  g ross  weight  (United  States  carrency,  "2.02  cents).  Hereto* 
fore  the  duty  has  been  10  centavos»  with  a  surcharge  of  100  per  cent»  amounting 
to  zo  centavos  (about  9  cents)  per  pound,  gross  weight.  Consul  O'Haka  says 
that  there  is  no  doubt  that  Nicaragua  oiFers  a  good  opening  for  the  sale  of  bicy- 
cles. Three  months  ago  not  more  than  two  bicycles  could  he  seen  on  the 
streets  oi  Managua  ;  now  they  are  seen  everywhere,  and  the  demand  is  daily 
increasing. 

PERU. 

PiMfti  diMt  p«yabi«  in  President  of  Peru,  under  date  of  June  «4,  1897, 

pouadft  surilBf .  signed  a  decree  allowing  payments  of  fiscal  dues  to  be 
made  in  pounds  sterling,  coined  money,  at  the  rate  of  one  pound  per  each  ten 
soles. 

URUGUAY. 

Pert  at  Coronuia.        According  to  recent  information  from  Uruguay,  the 
Congress  of  that  country  has  finally  authorized  the  con* 
struction  of  a  port  at  Coronilla,  as  projected  by  Mr.  Edward  Cooper,  of  Mon- 
tevideo.   In  view  of  the  extensive  exportation  of  live  stock  from  Uruguay,  this 

seem^  to  be  a  most  important  measure.  A  detailed  description  of  the  proposed 
seaport,  with  the  plans  as  iuhmitted  by  Mr.  CooPER,  was  published  in  the 
Monthly  Bulletin  of  No. ember,  1894. 

Impart!  at  rep*  ukã  twiftc  reply  to  numerous  inquiries  conecrning  tlie  importa- 

tiun  uf  rupc,  cwiuc,  and  cordage  in  general,  into  Urueuav 
United  States  Consul  Edgar  Schramm  reports  to  the  Department  oí  State, 
under  date  of  July  3,  1897,  some  interesting  facts.  He  states  that  of  twines 
and  cords  of  all  kinds  made  of  the  agave,  or  aloe  plant,  there  was  a  total  import 
valued  at  $18,930,  of  which  the  United  States  exported  $6,396,  or  about  one- 
third.  The  duty  on  this  class  is  3i<^,  and  z%ft  on  a  valuation  averaging 
from  50  to  76  cents  per  kilo.  Rope  in  general,  reached  a  valuation  of  $78,849, 
the  United  States  furnishing  $9,031.  The  duty  on  the  latter  is  3IJÍ,  Jji,  and 
2%^  on  a  valuation  of  manila  at  21  cents  per  kilo,  and  lesser  qualities  from  15 
to  19  cents  per  kilo.  The  so-called  machine  twine  used  for  harvesting  purposes 
has  an  entirely  separate  dutv  f-chcdiile,  at  the  rate  of  cents  per  kilo.  The 
amount  imported  from  United  States  alone  in  1896  was  467,871  kilos,  valued 
at  $149,718. 
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VENEZUELA. 

a     t^^^-.   ^       Through  the  courtcsv  uf  M inistcr  Andrade,  the  Bureau 

KCKiiwtionK  for  prevent*  ^ 

Tng  ooUtetoBi  M  has  receiv  ed  a  copy  of  an  Executive  decree,  promuigaied 

May  26,  1897,  regulating  the  movement  of"  vessels,  national  and  private,  in  Vene- 
zutlwn  w«tcrã,  wicK  a  view  to  preventing  collision.  The  provisions  of  the 
decree  are  che  same  as  those  adopted  by  the  International  Marine  Conference, 
held  in  Washington»  U.  S.  A,,  in  October,  1889,  with  slight  modifications  made 
by  the  United  States  of  America. 

Cootnct  for  irrigMiaa  ^      Plvmacher,  United  States  Consul  at  Mara- 

caibo,  in  a  dispatch  dated  July  6th,  informs  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  that  the  Government  of  Venezuela  has  made  a  contract  with  the 
"Irrigation  Canal  Company,"  of  MaracatbOp  to  construct  a  canal  from  the 
River  Palmar  to  that  cuy. 

By  the  terms  of  the  contract,  the  syndicate  binds  itself  to  orguni/c  ^  joint- 
stuck  company,  with  principal  oHices  in  the  city  of  Mararaiho,  to  construct  a 
canal  tu  i>upply  sufficient  water  fur  irrigating  the  dry  landá  lucaied  in  the  >avan- 
nahs  of  the  District  of  Maracaibo,  and  also  supply  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
drinkable  water  for  the  needs  of  the  city. 

The  National  Government  reserves  the  right  to  fix  the  charges  for  the  cost 
of  irrigation  waters,  and  also  for  waters  to  be  supplied  at  troughs  and  pumps 
for  the  use  of  cattle. 

All  machinery,  material,  etc.,  required  to  be  used  in  the  construction  of  the 
canal  worb  will  be  admitted  into  the  country  free  of  import  duties. 
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RELACIONES  COMERCIALES  EN  AMERICA.  III.* 

CANALES  Á  TRAVÉS  DEL  ISTMO  COMO  MEDIOS  PARA  EL 
DESARROLLO  INTERCONTINENTAL. 

Basta  echar  una  ojeada  sobre  el  mapa  del  mundo,  que  hoy  pu- 
blicamos, y  en  el  que  se  muestran  las  distancias  que  se  evitarían  por 
medio  de  un  canal  á  través  del  Istmo  de  Panamá^  piini  convencerse 
de  la  importancia  de  semejante  empresa  y  para  comprender  la  íâs^ 
cinación  que  ha  ejercido  sobre  la  imaginación  de  los  hombres 
durante  tantas  generaciones.  Ha  ocupado  con  especialidad  la 
atención  de  los  más  grandes  ingenieros  del  mundo,  desde  que  la 
construcción  del  Canal  de  Suez  vino  a  dt  niostnir  que  semejante 
empresa  era  rtali/abir  y  á  poner  de  maniñesto  sus  grandes 
resulrado^  <  ri  rl  comercio  universal. 

Ai  tratar  sobre  la  construcción  de  un  canal  á  través  del  Istmo, 
no  nos  proponemos,  sin  embargo,  tomar  en  consideración  los 
efectos  que  tendría  para  el  mundo  en  general,  sino  los  que,  política 
y  comercialmente  hablando,  produciría  en  cuanto  al  desarrollo  de 
los  mutuos  intereses  y  del  crecimiento  futuro,  sobre  bases  iguales, 
de  las  repúblicas  del  hemisferio  occidental. 

*  F1  pritiK  rx  (Ir  esta  sene  de  articulo»  fué  publicado  en  el  "  Boletín  Mensual"  corres- 
pondiente ai  mes  de  julio  de  1697. 
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La  cuestión  de  encontrar  una  vía  de  comunicación  más  corta 
que  la  del  Cabo  de  Hornos,  entre  el  Atlántico  y  el  Pacífico,  ha 

ocupado  la  inteligencia  c  imaginación  de  marinos,  ingenieros, 
inventores,  economistas  y  hombres  de  estado,  desde  que  se  des- 
vaneció la  ilusión  (le  los  iia\  ruantes  españoles  y  otros  (]ue  soñaron 
con  encontrar  un  pasaje  abierto  para  el  oriente.  El  problema 
de  sobreponerse  á  las  diñcultades  que  otrecía  el  angosto  istmo 
que  une  á  los  dos  continentes  de  América,  fué  solamente  resuelto 
de  una  manera  parcial  y  poco  eficaz  con  la  construcción  del 
ferrocarril  de  Panamá  en  18^ £1  éxito  de  esta  empresa,  tal 
como  fué,  no  sirvió  más  que  para  estimular  el  interés  que  se 
sentía  por  el  proyecto  concebido  medio  siglo  antes  por  Ale j endro 
VOK  HuMBOLPT.  (ic  unif  los  dos  océanos  por  medio  de  un  c  anal. 
Varios  planes  lurton  propuestos,  pero  ningún  trabajo  se  llevó  á 
efecto  hasta  que  !>e  Lksskps,  el  (■()nstructt>r  del  Canal  de  Suez,  no 
dió  principio  en  1881  á  su  estupenda  y  malhadada  tentativa  de 
abrir  un  canal  á  nivel  de  Colón  ó  Aspinwall  á  Panamá,  por  la 
parte  más  estrecha  del  Istmo. 

Durante  la  larga  discusión  que  precedió  á  este  primer  esfuerzo, 
varias  rutas  á  través  del  Istmo  fueron  propuestas,  pero  la  opinión 
general  se  había  ya  decidido  á  esa  fecha  por  tres,  como  las  más 
adecuadas.    Eran  éstas: 

l\  La  ruta  por  el  Utíiio  de  Tehuanu  {>ec,  á  tra\rs  ele  la  [>arte 
más  angosta  d<  l  territv-rio  Mexicano,  y  de  134  millas  de  largo. 

l''.  La  ruta  de  Nicaragua,  que  corre  de  este  á  oeste  á  través  de 
la  parte  sur  de  la  república  de  Nicaragua,  y  sigue  el  curso  del  río 
San  Juan, aprovechando  también  las  aguas  del  lago  de  Nicaragua. 
Tiene  170  millas. 

3^  La  ruta  de  Panamá,  que  es  de  54  millas. 

La  ruta  de  Tehuantepec  fué  prácticamente  eliminada,  sin 
embargo,  debido  á  la  enorme  excavación  que  era  preciso  hacer 
(más  de  130  millas)  y  á  los  inmensos  ¿^.i^tos  que  ocasionarían  las 
diticultades  que  habría  que  vencer  á  causa  de  las  condiciones  del 
terreno.  Durante  aljj^un  tiempo  atrajo  mucho  la  atención  á  esta 
ruta  el  pensamiento  del  distinguido  ingeniero  Capitán  James  B. 
ILaoes,  de  construir  un  ferrocarril  para  transportar  navios,  proyecto 
que  cuenta  todavía  eon  partidarios  inteligentes;  pero  la  con<rruc- 
ción  de  una  vía  terrea  á  través  del  Istmo  de  Tehuantepec,  llevada 
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á  cabo  por  el  Gobierno  de  México,  parece  haber  relegado  al  olvido 
el  proyecto  de  canal.    Este  ferrocarril,  sin  embargo,  contribuirá 

poderosamente  á  hacer  mis  económico  el  tránsito  entre  el  Atlán- 
tico y  el  Pacífico.  El  camino  ts  de  vía  ancha  y  atraviesa  los 
K^tiulos  de  Vera  Cruz  y  Oaxaca,  tocando  tambirn  con  Coat'za- 
coalcos,  Miahuatlán,  Sucliil,  Tehuantepcc  y  Salina  Cruz.  En 
Coatzacoalcos  hace  conexión  con  los  vapores  para  los  puertos  del 
Golíb,  la  Habana,  los  Estados  Unidos  y  Europa.  De  Tehuan- 
tepcc se  comunica  con  Oaxaca,  Miahuatlán  y  Pachueta  por  medio 
de  empresas  particulares,  y  en  Salina  Cruz  con  los  vapores  para 
Tonalá,  San  Benito  y  otros  puertos  del  Pacífico. 

Lo  que  se  acortan  las  distancias  por  esta  vía,  entre  los  princi- 
pales puertos  del  mundo,  se  ve  en  la  siguiente  tabla  que  fué  apro- 
bada por  el  Gobierno  mexicano. 


Nueva  York  . . . 

Idem  

Idem  

Idem  

Idem. . . . . . 

Idem  

Idem  

Idem  

Idem  

Idem  

Idem  

Idem  

Idem...... 

Idem  

Nueva  Orleans. 

Idem  

Idem  

Idem  

ídem  

Liverpool ....  . 

Idem  

Idem  

Idem  

Idem  

Idem  

Idem  

Idem  

Idem  

Idem.. . . . . 


fenoGairil  de 
Tehuantepcc. 


San  Francisco  

Puiíet  Sound  

Sitka  ' 

Estrecho  de  Bering  ' 

Acapulco  ' 

Ma/atlan  ..1 

Hongkong  1 

Ynknliama  .i 

.Melbourne  

.Auckland  ' 

Honolulu   I 

Callao  t 

(fuayaquil  

Valparaiso  ! 

San  Francisco  ' 

.Acapulco  I 

Mazatiun  .! 

C  ■  ••■■■**•••••«■* 

Valparaiso  ' 

San  Francisco  

.Acapulco  

Mazailan. .......... 

Auclcland  

Guayaquil  

Callao  

Valparaizo  

Hunolulu  

Yokohama  

Melbourne  


"l 


Mitius. 
4.925 

5.647 
6.347 
7.  788 

2.  722 

3.476 

11.  597 

9.  9S4 
11.068 

«).  345 
6,  5  Aí. 
4.  6f.i 

4.  141 
6.  370 
3. 561 

1.454 

2.027 

3.  393  Í 
^.  040  I 

8.274 

f).  076  ; 

6.  7Í4  I 
1«.  584  I 

"•  379 

9.  356 
9.  â*J5 
13.223 

14.  "3 


Via 
Canal  de 
Nicaragua. 


Via 
ferfDcarril 
de  Panami. 


Millas. 

5.  651 

7.  IÏ3 
8.524 

:■>■  5''7 
4.232 

la. 313 

10,626 

357 
9>74S 

7.  39^' 
4. 3»2  ¡ 

3.  774 
5.774  1 
4.776  I 

2,631  I 

3.357  ' 
3.43^» 
4,899  I 

8.  783 

6.  by) 

7.  364 
12,877  ' 

6.  84S 

7.  444 

8.  906 
10,  ^22  I 
13. 75S  ■ 
14.499  I 


0.  107 
6,855 

7.  555 
9.  1 01 

3.988 

4.675 
i«,645 

11,211 
11.471 
9.813 

7.  705 
3.  S73 
3.  3<^3 
5.337 
£.415 
3. 

3.  9i'3 
3.1^1 
4.644 
9.  071 

6,  <)?2 

7.640 

Í2. 777 

6,  267 

6.  .S37 

8,  301 
10.  670 
14. 175 
14.435 


Esta  notable  diferencia  en  las  distancias,  dice  Manuel  Rivera* 
distinguido  ingeniero  civil  de  Mexico,  dará  por  resultado  una 
economia  de  tiempo  y  dinero,  lo  cual,  bajo  f  1  punto  de  vista  comer- 
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cial,  da  á  esta  vía  su  mayor  importancia.  £1  ferrocarril  será«  pues, 
de  la  mayor  utilidad  para  algunos  de  los  puertos  comerciales  de 
los  Estados  Unidos. 

Doando  a  un  lado  á  Tehuantepcc  como  ruta  de  canal,  solo 

las  df  Nicaragua  y  Faiuiiná  nu-recen  ser  consitlt^radas  ahora. 
Parece  que  de  Lf.sseps  se  dri  idió  en  favor  de  la  de  Panamá, 
ptirque  creía  posible  la  construcción  de  un  canal  á  nivel  en 
aquella  parte  del  Istmo,  mientras  que  la  topograf  ía  de  Nicaragua 
hace  indispensables  las  esclusas.  Sin  embargo,  se  ha  llegado  á  la 
conclusión,  después  de  haber  gastado  enormes  cantidades  de 
dinero^  de  que  de  Lesseps  estaba  equivocado  y  de  que  son 
necesarias  las  esclusas  para  concluir  aquel  canal.  Los  trabajos 
que  habían  sido  suspendidos  en  1889,  comenzaron  de  nuevo  en 
1894,  y  se  asegura  que  la  cuarta  parte  del  canal  está  terminada. 

Kl  canal  iba  á  seguir  i  hm  la  misma  ruta  (|U(:  el  tcrrocarnl  tjvu  v;i 
de  Colón  á  Panamá.  Debía  tener  millas  de  largo  y  su  íontio 
debía  quedar  á  28  pies  bajo  el  nivel  de  los  ilos  océanos;  su  ancho 
iba  á  ser  de  72  pies  en  el  tbndo  y  de  160  en  la  superficie,  excepto 
en  la  sección  de  la  Culebra,  donde  su  profundidad  debía  ser  de 
9  metros  (29.53  P^^^)*  ^bndo  de  24  metros  de  ancho  (78.91 
pies),  y  su  superficie  de  28  (91.86  pies).  Las  principales  difícul* 
tades  que  había  que  vencer,  eran  la  Cordillera,  que  era  preciso 
cortar,  y  las  inundaciones  del  C bagres  y  sus  tributarios.  En 
enero  de  1884,  esto  es,  a  go  más  de  dos  años  después  de  haber  e 
comenzado  los  traliajos  solanit  nte  la  trigésima  parre  de  la  exca- 
vación estaba  hecha,  á  pesar  de  que  durante  el  año  de  1888 
se  emplearon  1 1,000  hombres  en  la  empresa. 

La  obra  ha  sido  dirigida  principalmente  por  franceses  y  casi 
todo  el  dinero  gastado  en  ella  ha  salido  de  Francia.  Si  el 
Canal  de  Panamá  llega  á  concluirse,  será  puramente  una  empresa 
comercial  bajo  la  influencia  europea,  y  tendrá  poca  ó  ninguna 
signi6cación,  desde  el  punto  de  vista  político,  para  los  países  del 
hemisferio  occidental;  pero  si  alguna  llega  á  tener,  será  más 
bien  adversa  á  sus  intereses.  De  ninguna  manera  podría  esa 
obra  contribuir  á  estrechar  más  los  la/.í»s  de  confraternidad  que  los 
unen.  E\  único  objí  ro  (jue  se  tendría  á  la  mira,  sería  obtener 
del  comercio  universal,  mediante  el  cobro  de  derechos  de  peaje, 
las  mayores  ganancias  posibles^  y  apenas  indirectamente  se 


Digitized  by  Google 


BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


387 


prestaría  atención  al  desarrollo  del  tráñco  entre  las  repúblicas 
americanas. 

Otra  cosa  sucedería  con  el  Canal  de  Nicaragua.  La  razón 
principal  porque  esta  empresa  es  acreedora  á  nuestra  considera- 
ción, es  su  indisputable  origen  americano  y  el  hecho  de  que 

aprovechará  á  los  intereses  .mu  ricanes.  Su  c  ausa  antes  se  ha 
debilitado  ({ue  fortalecido  á  ios  ojos  tie!  iiuintio.  con  los  esíuer/os 
que  se  han  hecho  para  dar  á  la  empresa  una  estera  demasiado 
vasta  en  cuanto  á  las  utilidades  que  va  á  producir,  á  ñn  de  hala- 
gar al  capital  europeo  con  la  esperanza  de  grandes  dividendos. 
Los  beneficios  que  resultarán  del  Canal  de  Nicaragua  para  los 
países  interesados,  serán  tanto  de  carácter  político  como  comer- 
cial, y  no  se  estimarán  pur  las  ganancias  que  obtendrán  los  accio- 
nistas. No  debe,  sin  embargo,  deducirsf  de  esto  que  no  será 
un  negocio  lucrativo,  comercialmente  hablando.  Los  cálculos 
que  se  han  hecho  para  demostrar  que  el  capital  invertido  en  esa 
obra  no  re|)urtaría  un  interés  equitativo,  se  han  basad  )  Mjbre  las 
condiciones  actuales  del  comercio,  sin  tomar  en  cuenta  el  gran 
aumento  que  es  natural  esperar  en  el  tráfico  entre  los  países  direc- 
tamente ^vorecídos  por  la  empresa. 

No  es  como  un  negocio  para  hacer  dinero,  sino  como  un  gran 
factor  en  el  desarrollo  de  los  intereses  continentales,  que  el  canal 
de  Nicaragua  se  recomienda  al  patriotismo  de  los  americanos, 
tanto  del  sur  como  del  norte.  Construido  con  capital  americano, 
con  el  apoyo  de  los  gobiernos  de  América  y  permaneciendo  bajo 
la  influencia  americana,  no  podría  menos  de  ser  de  la  mayor  im- 
portancia para  estrechar  los  intereses  comerciales  de  todo  el  con- 
tinente, para  el  desarrollo  de  las  relaciones  políticas  entre  nuestros 
países  y  para  dar  á  éstos  poder  suhciente  á  fin  de  resistir  las  agre- 
siones de  cualquier  enemigo  común  que  de  fuera  los  amenazara. 

Se  ha  empleado  como  argumento  contra  el  dominio  americano 
sobre  el  canal,  el  Tratado  Cla3rton-Bulwer,  celebrado  entre  los 
Estados  Unidos  y  la  Gran  Bretaña;  pero  si  este  pacto  está  todavía 
vigente,  apenas  es  de  suponer  que  la  Inglaterra,  después  de  haber 
aceptado  ircienteniente  de  una  manera  formal  la  interpretación  que 
hemos  dado  á  la  doctrina  de  Monroe,  que  establece  la  indepen- 
dencia de  los  intereses  americanos  respecto  de  Kuropa,  quiera  poner 
en  peligro  sus  relaciones  con  los  Estados  Unidos,  combatiendo  una 
Bull.  Uo.  3  5 
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empresa  Can  ligada  con  los  intereses  del  hemisferio  occidental. 
Ni  se  comprende  cómo  pudiera  perjudicar  al  progreso  y  desa- 
rrollo de  este  continente  el  hecho  de  que  se  garantizara  de  nuevo 
la  neutralidad  del  canal,  para  cuyo  fin  se  celebró  el  Tratado  Clay- 

ton-Bulwer.  Antes  por  ti  contrario,  sería  tal  vez  conveniente 
para  todos  que  dicha  neutralidati  tuera  escrupulosamente  mante- 
nida. Lo  esencial  es  (pie  el  l  anal  no  pueda  cerrarse  nunca  {)ara  las 
repúblicas  americanas,  ni  usarse  en  su  daño  en  tiempos  de  guerra. 

Los  benefícios  materiales  que  las  repúblicas  americanas  repor- 
tarán de  cualquier  canal  que  se  construya  á  través  del  Istmo,  son 
obvios  para  cualquiera  que  examine  el  adjunto  mapa.  No  sola- 
mente se  disminuirá  la  distancia  que  separa  á  las  costas  de  los 
Estados  Unidos  sobre  el  Atlántico  y  el  Golfo,  de  las  del  Pacifico, 
sino  que  también  las  de  México,  la  América  Central  y  del  Sur, 
bañadas  por  este  mar,  quedarían  mas  cerca  de  las  Antillas,  de  las 
costas  de  los  (»tros  países  de  la  América  latina  ¿obre  el  mar  Caribe 
y  sobre  el  Atlántico,  y  de  Europa,  siendo  al  mismo  tiempo  más 
iaciles  las  comunicaciones.  El  desatollo  de  los  transportes  por 
tierra  y  del  tráñco  llegaría  á  ser  indudablemente  extraordinario, 
ylos  ferrocarriles,  lejos  de  ver  reducidas  sus  ganancias,  como  se 
ha  pretendido,  las  aumenterian. 

£1  Capitán  William  L.  Merry,  de  San  Francisco,  últimamente 
nombrado  Ministro  á  Nicaragua,  El  Salvador,  y  Costa  Rica,  ha 
demostrado  este  hecho  de  una  nmnera  evidente,  en  una  publicación 
que  hace  poco  tiio  á  luz.    He  aquí  lo  que  dice: 

Cu.ukío  se  abrií^  por  primera  ve?,  el  canal  con  esclusas  en  Sauir  Stc.  MariCi  las 
empresas  de  ferrocarril  tenieron  tjuc  iban  á  «tuirir  en  sus  negocios. 

Se  habrían  opuesto  á  :»u  coa^trúcción,  pero  felizmente  para  éllas,  la  comunica- 
ción por  agua  entre  los  grandes  lagos  fué  abierta  y  la  región  bañada  por  el 
Lago  Superior  tuvo  desde  entonces  medios  baratos  de  transporte.  Veamos  lo 
que  resultó.  En  189$  pasaron  15,062,580  toneladas  registradas  por  esa  vía  de 
coinuiijcacíòn  que,  en  punto  á  tráfico,  es  la  primera  que  existe,  sin  exceptuar  al 
canal  de  Sues. 

La  población  ha  aumentado;  se  han  fundadlo  ciudades,  y  más  ferrocarriles 
se  necesitan  para  el  inmenso  comercio  que  ha  resultado,    i  Es  6  no  evidente  que 

esa  via  barata  de  comunicación  por  agua  ha  contribuido  a  las  ganancias  de  los 
ferrocarriles  ?  Si  no  fuera  por  lo  barato  de  los  transportes,  millones  de  tonela- 
das de  minerales  estarían  aún  en  ios  aepósitos  donde  yacían,  v  los  ferrocarriles 
que  temían  la  compcteiu  ia  de  los  transportes  por  agua,  apenas  ganarían  lo 
suficiente  para  sostenerse,  izásemos  ahora  al  Canal  del  Rrie,  <jue  es  otra  leccn^n 
objetiva.    Dos  de  los  mejores  ferrocarriles  del  mundo,  de  vía  doble,  exilien 
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en  sus  orillas,  y  los  trenes  que  día  y  noche  los  cruzan  son  argumentos  en  fuvor 
de  los  transportes  baratos  por  agua,  que  con  la  competencia,  han  hecho  posible 
la  existencia  de  aquellas  líneas  férreas.  Compárese  la  notable  diferencia  que 
hav  entre  el  ferrocarril  del  Erie,  que  no  reconoce  competencia  por  aeua,  y  cuyas 
accíone-^  están  al  14,  y  el  New  York  Central,  que  tiene  la  competencia  del  río 
Hudson  y  del  canal  del  Erie,  y  cuvas  acciones  están  al  loi.  Ambos  ferrocar- 
riles pueden  servir  como  ejemplos  para  ilustrar  el  argumento  en  reícrencia. 

Se  podrían  citar  muchos  c^o»  mis,  aunque  de  menor  importancia,  para  demos- 
trar que  al  oponerse  al  Canal  de  Nicaragua,  las  compañías  de  ferrocarril  cometen 
un  grave  error,  lo  que  prueba  que  el  humano  criterio  se  perturba  con  facilidad 
cuando  el  interés  personal  está  en  cuestión.  Los  ferrocarriles  absorben  necesa- 
riamente una  porción  considerable  de  los  beneficios  de  los  productores,  á  fin  de 
asegurar  ganancias  á  los  grandes  capitales  invertidos  en  su  construcción,  pero 
son  incalculables  las  ventajas  que  ellos  ofrecen,  transportando  toda  clase  de 
carga,  llevando  rápidamente  la  correspondencia  y  conduciendo  pasajeros  á 
módicos  precios.  No  habría  sido  posible  sin  ellos  el  desarrollo  del  interior  del 
país,  V  los  transportes  baratos  por  agua,  con  un  co>io  en  proporción  de  uno  á 
diez  ó  de  uno  á  quince,  harán  más  útiles  !a>  \  ías  íérreas  v  aumentarán  5us  tr. man- 
eias en  vez  de  disminuirlas.  •  ♦  •  ¿^¿^  aparente  paradoja  de  que  los  trans- 
portes baratos  por  agua  son  útiles  para  los  ferrocarriles,  se  debe  al  carácter 
distinto  de  los  dos  sistemas,  pues  el  de  agua  hace  un  servicio  diferente  del  que 
hacen  los  ferrocarriles,  pero  que  es  como  un  complemento  de  aquél.  La  carga 
que  se  lleva  por  agua  no  significa  pérdida  para  las  compaftfas  de  ferrocarril.  Los 
transportes  por  agua  no  solamente  dividen  el  trabajo,  sino  que  crean  nuevos 
tráficos,  de  los  cuales  se  aprovechan  los  ferrocarriles. 

Pero  volviendo  á  mi  areumento  principal,  pregunto:  ¿porque  las  compañías  de 
ferrocarril  se  oponen  al  canai  de  Nicaragua?  Puedo  contestar  fácilmente  de  esta 
manera:  porque  temen  resultado*  que  jamás  vendrán.  Temen  que  la  necesidad 
de  ctnplear  caminos  de  hierro  disttúnuya,  como  consecuencia  de  la  con'^trtu  ci 'n 
del  canal,  v  >crá  todo  lo  contrario,  ;Cuál  es  hov  la  condtcir'n  de  lo-  térro- 
carrile^  '  Las  cinco  líneas  que  v.m  al  Paciíico  están  luchando  para  conscvjuir 
tiinco  y  reconocen  que  ti  negocio  no  es  lucrativo.  Mientras  tanto,  la  costa  del 
Pacifico  no  se  desarrolla,  y  el  comercio  aumenta  tan  poco,  que  no  sabe  que  hacer 
para  seguir  existiendo.  ¿Cómo  puede  haber  progreso,  prosperidad  y  aumento 
de  población  en  la  costa  del  Pacifico  cuando  se  puede  repetir  con  justicia  que 
**el  Oeste  ofrece  todo  ai  inmigrante,  menos  transportes  baratos?**  *  *  • 
La  costa  del  Pacífico  sufre  un  aislamiento  comercial  en  lo  que  se  relaciona 
con  los  transportes  baratos,  que  son  una  necesidad  absoluta  para  su  progreso  y 
desarrollo,  y  las  compañías  de  ferrocarril  no  podrían,  auiique  quisieran,  propor- 
cionárselos. 

En  consecuencia,  deberían  los  adinini?tradorc<;  de  dichas  compañías  procurar 
la  construcción  del  canal  tan  pronto  como  sea  posible.  Kntonccs  el  inmigrante 
podrá  venir  y  vendrá  con  «îu  familia  y  obtendrá  ¡os  productos  que  desee,  hos 
molinos  de  aserrar  ¡Podrán  laorar  todas  la>;  maderas  que  necesiten,  \-  los  mineros 
sacarán  todos  los  ntincralcs  que  tengan  algún  valor.  Para  todo  se  encontrará 
un  mercado  y  se  pagarán  precim  que  estimulen  al  agricultor,  al  mecánico  y  al 
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minero.  Sc  poblarán  nuestras  tierras,  prosperarán  nuestras  ciudades  y  el  pueblo 
se  moíTrará  "satisfecho  con  el  desarrollo  de  nuestra  costa.  Nada  más  il/igico  que 
la  idea  de  que  los  tran<sportes  por  tierra  no  recibirán  beneficio  alguno  de  csic 
gran  dcfsarroUo.  La  historia  del  canal  de  Sault  Ste.  Marie  se  repetirá  en  la 
costa  del  Pacífico.  De  los  mercados  de  nuestro  litoral  del  Atlántico  y  de  los 
de  Europa  la  cosía  dci  Pacífico  está  separada  por  la  extensión  del  continente 
occidental,  hasta  los  últimos  confines  del  mar  del  sur.  El  tempestuoso  Cabo  de 
Hornos  no  responde  á  las  necesidades  de  nuestra  época»  y  tanto  el  comercio 
como  la  producción  esperan  con  ansiedad  la  apertura  de  una  vía  corta  por  agua 
que  sirva  para  transportar  barata  y  prontamente  nuestros  productos  á  los  mer- 
cados del  Atlintico*  Para  todo  aquello  que  los  ferrocarriles  no  pueden  llevar  ft 
la  costa  del  Atlántico  y  para  todo  lo  que  los  centros  de  población  en  Europa 
necesitan  y  que  nosotros  producimos,  es  menester  este  medio  de  comunicación, 
que  en  vano  se  busca,  debido  â  la  oposicii^n  mal  aroní.eiada  de  las  compañías  de 
ferrocarril.  Pero  no  está  lejano  el  dia  en  que  por  el  mar  interior  de  Nicaragua 
pasará  una  esplendida  procesión  de  navios,  cargados  de  ida  v  vuelta,  y  llevando 
al  este  los  productos  de  nuestro  suelo  y  de  nuestra  industria,  v  al  oeste  las  manu- 
facturas y  la  inmigración  de  la  costa  oriental,  a!>i  como  de  Europa. 

Si  California  estuviera  poblada  como  lo  estfi  Francia,  su  extensión  territorial 
bastaria  para  sostener  3  5 ,000,000  de  hatntantes.  Apenas  tiene  abora  algo  mis  de 
un  millón  y  cuarto,  j  Qué  empresa  de  ferrocarril  sufiriri  cuando  esta  población 
comience  á  aumentar  por  centenares  y  millares  primero,  y  después  por  millones  ? 
Sobre  todo,  es  muy  ilógica  y  estrecha  la  conducta  de  esas  compafifas  de  ferro- 
carril,  que  interesadas  directamente  en  el  tráfico  del  Pacifico,  han  hecho  por 
largos  affos  oposición  á  una  vía  de  comunicación  corta  y  barata  que  aumentarla 
con  rapidez  la  población  y  la  producción  de  la  costa,  cuyo  tráfico  esas  compafiias 
se  ocupan  en  conducir. 

El  pueblo  de  los  Retados  Unidos  pide  únanimeritc  el  L-.mal  de  Nicarat'ua,  y 
en  un  porvenir  no  Iciano  vencerá  esas  influencias  y  esa  poiílica  tan  mal 
aconsc'adiU  Los  intereses  comerciales  de  nuestro  país  así  lo  exigen.  El  algodón 
de  los  Estados  del  sur  se  necesita  en  el  Japón.  El  carbón  y  el  hierro  de  .Alabama 
en  la  América  Central  y  en  las  islas  del  Pacifico.  Las  maderas  del  noroeste  se 
necesitan  en  Europa  y  en  nuestra  costa  del  Atlántico.  Las  inmensas  pesquerías 
del  Pacifico,  todavia  no  desarrolladas,  atraen  á  nuestros  compatriotas  del  este, 
y  el  gran  valle  del  Misisipi  pide  una  salida  para  la  costa  del  Pacifico. 

Ninguna  influencia  oculta  puede  oponerse  eterntunente  á  esta  obra  benéfica. 
La  preponderancia  de  la  Gran  República  en  el  continente  americano,  su  pres- 
tido politico,  su  seguridad  desde  el  punto  de  vista  militar  y  el  patriotismo  ae 
sus  habitantes,  se  sobre¡>ondrán  en  breve  á  los  temores  del  egoísmo.  La  lógica 
de  los  acontecimientos  acarreará  amigos  á  la  empresa  de  canal,  y  los  que  ahora 
se  oponen  á  eüa  comprenderán  su  error  y  se  unirán  á  >us  compatriotas  para 
pedir  lo  que  pedia  el  íiéroe  de  Riverside:*  "Un  canal  americano,  bajo  el  domi> 
nio  americano  y  para  el  pueblo  americano." 

*  £1  General  UUses  S.  Grant. 
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El  Señor  Lewis  M.  Haupt,  distinguido  ingeniero  de  Filadél- 
fia, y  miembro  de  la  comisión  recientemente  nombrada  por  el 
Presidente  McKinley  para  estudiar  la  ruta  del  Canal  de  Nicara- 
gua, resume  las  ventajas  que  ofi^ceria  un  canal  por  el  Istmo,  espe- 
cialmente el  de  Nicaragua,  de  la  manera  siguiente: 

Aunque  siglos  han  transcurrido  desde  que  se  buscó  pur  primera  vez  el  pasaje 
para  las  Indias,  el  hecho  es  que  esa  vía  de  comunicación  e$t&  aun  por  realizarse. 
Da  una  idea  triste  de  la  inteligenda,  integridad  y  energía  del  pueblo  americano, 
el  que  después  de  tantos  afios  de  exploraciones  y  estudios,  seguidos  de  infinitas 
discusiones,  i  la  única  conclusión  i  que  se  ha  llegado  es  á  que  la  obra  es  de  todo 
punto  factible  y  que  probablemente  puede  construirse  con  un  gasto  de  $130,- 
000,000,  aunque  ineenieros  competentes  han  calculado  el  costo  mínimo  en 
menos  de  ^100,000,000.  Miéntras  tanto,  la  discusión  continúa  v  la  oposición 
activa  y  artificiosa  que  hacen  á  la  obra  los  qac  temen  sulrir  en  sus  intereses  si 
ella  se  realiza,  si^ue  aconsejando  nuevo*;  estudios  y  dilaciones,  en  tanto  que  el 
comercio  del  mundo  i>c  desvía  io,ooo  millas  de  su  curso  con  grandes  gastos  y 
pérdida  de  tiempo.  £n  los  dias  de  los  buques  de  veta  que  navegaban  próxima* 
mente  1 10  millas  en  vánticuatro  horas,  el  viaje  de  Nueva  York  á  San  Francisco 
(38,000  millas)  se  hacia  en  344  dfasj  á  Calcuta  (46,000  millas  por  el  Cabo  de 
Hornos)  en  418  días,  ó  por  el  Cabo  de  Buena  Esperanza  (35,000  millas)  en  318 
dfas,  miéntras  que  por  el  Istmo  se  habría  podido  llegar  á  esos  puntos  en  90 
y  244  dfas,  respectivamente,  reduciendo  as(  esos  viajes  en  2^4  y  tu  74  dfas. 
La  economía  que  esto  representaria  para  los  duefios  de  navios,  en  gastos  de 
tripulación,  en  intereses  y  seguros,  se  estima  en  $2,993  mensuales,  y  así 
es  que  si  se  ganaran  2-4  días  en  el  viaie  de  ida  y  vuelta,  se  econot^ii/arían 
§25,340,  sin  hablar  del  mavor  precio  que  el  cargamento  tendría,  siendo  entregado 
más  pronto  v  con  más  securidad.  Si  e<ia  cantidad  se  c.ipitah/.ara  á  ra'¿ón 
del  4  por  ciento,  representaria  $6;^,:;oo  para  un  solo  navio,  y  en  IGO  buques 
por  año,  ascendería  á  un  capital  de  $63,350,000,  6  casi  tanto  como  lo  que  se 
calcula  que  costaría  el  cana),  Y  en  todo  esto  no  se  han  tomado  en  cuenta  el 
valor  de  la  carga,  la  reducción  en  los  dafios  y  perjuicios  sufridos  en  el  mar  ó  el 
gran  tonelaje  que  llevan  los  vapores. 

El  Ledger  de  Filadélfia  del  30  de  julio  de  1897,  artículo 

de  fondo  sobre  el  aspecto  más  reciente  de  la  empresa  del  Canal, 

dice: 

R!  Canal  de  Nicaragua  proporcionaria  una  vía  corta  de!  océano  Atlántico 
al  Haciíico  para  el  comercio  del  mundo.  Acortaría  el  viaje  en  cerca  de  7,000 
millas  de  Liverpool  á  San  í•"^anci^co,  y  la  distancia  que  se  ahorraría  por  agua 
entre  el  puerto  de  New  York  y  el  Je  San  Francisco  seria  de  casi  10,000  millas. 
Estos  números,  sin  más  detalles,  sugieren  grandes  posibilidades  en  lo  que  se  refiere 
á  hacer  menos  largo  el  tránsito  para  el  comercio  marítimo  del  mundo,  y  tam- 
bién prometen  un  éxito  económico  para  el  proyecto,  i  menos  que  el  costo  de  la 
construccióa  exceda  en  mucho  i  las  esperanzas.  Una  empresa  de  esta  natura- 
leza es  siempre  peligrosa  para  los  primeros  emprendedores,  y  las  sumas  enormes 
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i^ue  sc  quitaron  á  lus  tránceles  crédulos,  que  tan  esponiáncamciuc  invirtieron 
sus  fondos  en  el  Canal  de  Panamá,  han  hecho  que  sea  mis  diñcil  procurar  cau- 
dales para  tales  proyecto*. 

El  Canal  sería  una  obra  magnifica  para  marcar  el  principio  del  nuevo  siglo»  si 
se  llevara  adelante  con  empeiio.  Aumentaría  en  sumo  grado  nuestro  comercio 
de  cabotaje,  pero  si  cayera  en  la  posesión  exclusiva  de  un  poder  extranjero, 
impediría  seriamente  iuic>tras  operaciones  navales  en  tiempo  de  guerra.  Es 
inconcebible  que  los  Estados  Unidos  se  conformaran  con  tener  que  pagar  peaje 
en  una  via  fluvial  de  propiedad  extraña,  que  puede  llegar  á  ser  la  posesión  más 
valiosa  de  «^u  género  en  c!  gliibo.  Grandes  ganancia-;  están  cosechandf^  los  -úh- 
áho'>  de  la  Ciran  Bretaña  en  c¡  L^anal  de  Suez,  que  en  la  actualidad  depende  ca&i 
exclusivamcnrc  tic  capitalistas  inicíese*;. 

Ciiaiuld  se  discutía,  Jurante  la  última  Administración,  una  proposición  para 
acabar  el  Canal  de  Nicaragua  bajo  los  auspicios  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  el  "  Lon- 
don Times  "  publicó  una  carta  sobre  el  asunto,  la  cual  indudablemente  repre- 
senta la  opinión  inglesa  con  relación  al  canal  referido. 

£1  escritor,  que  había  residido  en  Nicaragua  por  algún  tiempo  y  pretendia 
estar  al  tanto  de  las  condiciones  locales,  dijo  que  en  vista  de  las  grandes  y  trascen- 
dentales dificultades  de  caricter  político  ó  internacional  que  envolvía  la  empresa, 
el  garantizar  los  bonos  de  la  Compañía  Marítima,  sería  el  paso  más  directo  hacia 
la  posesión  completa  del  Canal  que  el  Gobierno  de  los  Estados  Unidos  podría 
dar,  sin  violar  de  la  soberanía  de  Nicaragua  y  Costa  Rica  y  sin  infringar  el  Tra- 
tado Clayton-Bulwer  ;  pero,  en  su  concepto,  en  todo  caso  y  hajo  las  estipula- 
ciones de  dicho  Tratado,  un  canal  para  navios  entre  los  dos  océanos  tiene  que 
ser  neutralizado  como  fué  c)  de  Suez. 

La  Comisión  de  Relacione^  Exteriores  del  Senado  investigará  el  status  del 
Tratado  Clayton-Bulwer,  y  se  ha  creído  que  dictaminará  en  favor  de  su  abroga- 
ción. Se  sostiene  que  la  Inglaterra  lo  ha  prácticamente  anulado  por  actos 
cometidos  en  contravención  de  sus  estipulaciones  en  Centro-América.  En  varias 
ocasiones  este  Gobierno  ha  insistido  en  que  el  Tratado  ya  no  le  obligaba,  mas  la 
Gran  Bretaña,  sea  cual  fuere  la  interpretación  que  se  d¿  i  sus  actos  en  Centro- 
Amérira,  no  ha  hecho  ninguna  manifestación  de  que  ella  considera  el  ese  pacto 
como  insubsistente. 

Las  dificultades  diplomáticas  que  envuelve  la  controversia  relativa  á  la 
vigencia  artvi al  del  Tratado  Clayron-Bulwer,  son  importantes,  pero  no  más 
serias  que  inueiias  otras  qtic  «^c  han  arreglado  por  medio  de  la  diplomacia.  El 
(-(■  to  prnliahle  de  !a  emproa  del  Canal  de  Nicaragua,  que  será  inmcnsn,  v  el 
grado  hasta  Junde  JcDcn  rompromcicrse  los  Estados  t "nidos  para  apovarla  con 
sus  recursos  económicos,  son  cuestiones  á  que  el  pais  debe  dar  su  consideración 
muy  cuidadosa.  Las  ventajas  para  el  país  de  que  se  concluya  el  canal  son 
bastante  obvias,  si  no  nos  obligamos  á  pagar  un  precio  demasiado  subido  por  él, 
en  el  sentido  de  que  nos  acarree  complicaciones  internacionales  ó  dé  por  resul- 
tado el  agotamiento  de  nuestra  Tesorería. 

Lo  que  se  acortarían  los  transportes  por  la  vía  de  N  icaragua,  se 
ve  aun  con  más  claridad  en  la  siguiente  tabla,  en  la  que  se  dan 
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las  distancias  en  millas  inglesas  entre  Nueva  York  y  el  océano 
Facíñco: 

Por  agua  al  Cabo  de  Honos   7>^97 

Por  el  ferrocarril  "Southern  Pacific'*   3>709 

Por  el  ferrocarril  "Canadian  Pacilîc"   $9^^9 

Porei  ferrocarril  "Central  Pacific "u   3t340 

Por  el  ferrocarril  "Northern  Pacific**   3»* 37 

Por  el  Canal  de  Nicaragua.   ^»5>9 


Kn  otnis  jxilabr;is,  lu  ruta  por  a*zvKi  al  Pac  ítíco  vía  Nicarapia, 
es  más  corta  que  cualquiera  de  los  ícrrocarrilcs  que  atraviesan  el 
continente,  y  tiene  821  millas  menos  que  la  ruta  que  gene  ral- 
mente  se  recorre  para  ir  de  Nueva  York  al  Pacífico,  por  medio  de 
los  ferrocarriles  **  Union"  y  "Central  Pacific." 

La  historia  del  proyecto  del  Canal  de  Nicaragua  hasta  hace 
seis  años,  fué  sucintamente  relatada  por  el  Honorable  John  Sher- 
MAN,  entonces  Senador  de  los  £stados  Unidos  por  el  Estado  de 
Ohio,  pero  actualmente  Secretario  de  Estado  de  esta  nación,  en  un 
artículo  publicado  en  el  número  del  **•  Forum"  correspondiente  al 
mes  de  mar/o  de  1891.    Se  expresó  así: 

Por  un  Tratado  ñrniudu  en  l°  de  diciembre  de  1S84,  entre  los  Estados  Unidos 
y  Nicaragua,  se  estipulé  la  con«trucci''»ii  por  aquello";  de  un  ranal  interoceánico  del 
Atlántico  a!  Pacífico,  á  tra\i:>  del  territorio  de  dicha  república.  Ese  Tratado 
fué  MMuctuio  al  Senado  el  10  de  diciembre  de  acunipuñaJo  de  un  Mensaje 

del  i'rcaidcnte  Arthur,  recomendando  su  ratiñcación  en  palabras  enérgicas  y 
serías  ;  pero  no  se  tomó  ninguna  medida  formal  respecto  de  él  anees  de  la  inaugu- 
ración del  Presidente  Cleveland»  el  4  de  marzo  de  1885. 

El  Sr.  Cleveland,  pucos  dias  después  de  esta  fecha,  retiró  formalmente  el 
Tratado  de  la  consideración  del  Senado,  y  en  su  Mensaje  anual  al  Congreso,  en 
diciembre  del  mencionado  aftOj  manifestó,  como  causa  de  su  actitud,  que  aquél 
contenta  ''proposiciones  que  entrañaban  la  adquisición  de  propiedad,  derechos 
y  privilegios  predominantes  fuera  de  nuestro  territorio,  junio  con  compromisos 
absolutos  é  ilimitados  de  defender  la  integridad  territorial  del  Estado  donde 
quedan  dichos  intereses."    Y  dijo  adem&s  : 

"Sosteniendo,  como  sostengo,  los  principios  de  una  larga  línea  de  antecedentes 
de«de  e!  ttem{>o  de  Washineton,  que  condenan  la?  alian/.as  comprometadoras 
con  pui>e^  ex:  ranjero^,  no  estov  en  favor  de  una  política  de  adquisición  de  terri- 
torio nuevo  y  remoto,  ó  de  la  incorporación  con  ios  nuestros  de  intereses 
lojanos." 

Después  de  esto,  el  2^  de  abril  de  1887,  la  república  de  Nicaragua,  profunda- 
mente interesada  en  la  construcción  de  la  obra,  otorgó  á  una  asociación  particular 
de  ciudadanos  de  los  Estados  Unidos  una  concesión,  dándole  el  derecho  de  construir 
un  canal  interoceánico.    Igual  concesión  fué  hecha  por  la  república  de  Costa 
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Rica,  que  qucJa  al  -.ur  del  río  San  [uan  v  del  lago  de  Nicaragua.  La  asociación  que 
obtin'o  estas  conccsionc-  tac  Iccalmciuc  constituida  en  persona  lidad  legal  baio 
el  nombre  de  "The  Maririme  Canal  Company  oi  Nicaragua,"'  por  una  Icy  del 
Congreso  aprobada  cl  29  de  lebrero  de  1889.  Aparece  de  los  términos  de  estas 
concesiones  que  la  Compañía  del  Canal  Marítimo  csti  investida  del  derecho  claro 
é  incontrovercíble  de  construir  la  obra  propuesta,  de  vender  sus  acciones  y  bonos 
para  cons^ir  los  fondos  necesarios,  y  de  buscar  la  ayuda  de  gobiernos  extran* 
jeros,  particularmente  el  de  los  Estados  Unidos. 

La  Compafi{a  americana,  así  autorí2ada  y  organizada,  aumentó  los  estudios  y 
reconocimientos  anteriores  heclios  por  los  oñciales  del  ejército  y  de  la  armada  de 
los  Estados  Unidos,  con  cuidadosos  y  detallados  trabajos  técnicos,  medidas,  $on> 
das,  y  cálculos  del  costo,  resultando  que  el  trabajo  preciso  que  ha  de  hacerse  y  las 
dificultades  i]uc  han  de  vencerse  son  conocidos.  Estos  trahaios  han  «ido  revisa- 
dos por  una  comisión  de  ingenieros  consultores,  y  anres  de  que  el  Ciobicrno 
preste  alguna  ayuda,  serán  de  nuevo  revisados  por  otici.iles  del  ejéreito  y  de  la 
armada  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  cuya  ilustración  y  buen  juicio  son  dignos  de  toda 
COnhai)/,a. 

Según  los  cálculos  revisados,  la  obra  costará  $73,176,308,  á  cuya  cantidad  se 
deben  afiadir  $1 4,633,362  por  las  contingencias  posibles  ;  y  á  esto  deben  agregarse 
todavía  los  intereses  sobre  el  capital  invertido  durante  la  prosecución  de  los 
trabajos,  ascendiendo  de  esta  manera  el  costo  total  á  cerca  de  $100,000,000.  La 
CompaAfa  Marítima  ha  entrado  ya  en  los  verdaderos  trabajos  de  construcción,  que 
se  lian  adelantado  saiisfactoriamente,  así  es  que  el  costo,  la  localización  y  los  pro- 
blemas de  ingeniería  que  envuelve  la  empresa  se  conocen  plenamente.  Está  de- 
mostrado que  las  dificultades  tísicas  que  han  de  vencerse  no  son  más  insuperable» 
que  las  de  muc  hos  de  los  trabajos  de  mejoramiento  emprendidos  en  nuestro  país, 
porque  la  parte  más  cicvada  de  la  vía  fluvial  no  estará  á  más  de  120  pies  sobre 
loa  dos  acéanos — una  altura  menor  que  la  de  la  base  de  las  colinas  alrededor 
de  la  ciudad  de  Washington. 

Los  trabajos  que  se  proyectan  incluyen  un  sistema  de  esclusas  parecido  al 
que  construyeron  los  Estados  Unidos  en  la  cascada  de  Sault  Ste.  Marie  y  al 
^ue  cronstruyó  el  Canadá  alrededor  de  la  del  Niagara.  Una  sola  presa  á  través 
del  río  San  Juan,  de  1,250  pies  de  longitud  y  de  61  pies  de  alto,  por  término 
medio,  entre  dos  escarpadas  colinas,  asegurará  al  comercio  del  mundo  aguas 
navegables  de  profundidad  y  anchura  suficientes  por  una  distancia  de  1 20  millas» 
Las  obras  que  habrí  que  ejecutar  para  llegar  á  este  nivel,  aunque  costosas, 
no  difieren  de  otros  trabajos  análogos,  y  estarán  particularmente  al  abrigo  de 
inundaciones  y  tormentas. 

De  !a  di'itanchi  de  169. 4  millas  entre  uno  y  otro  océano,  1  millas  serán 

de  navcgaci '>n  en  la»  aguas  muertas  del  lago  y  río,  y  solamente  veinte  y  seis 
millas  y  ociu)  decimos  de  cana!  excavado.  La  altura  de  la  cordillera  que 
divide  las  aguas  dei  lago  de  Nicaragua  de  la;»  del  océano  Pacífico,  en  ningún 
punto  excede  de  cuarenta  y  dos  pies  sobre  el  nivel  del  lago. 

Quizá  la  dificultad  mayor  de  ingeniería  es  la  construcción  de  las  bahiás  á  lot 
extremos  del  canal  en  el  Pacífico  y  Atlántico  ;  pero  la  de  Greytown,  sobre  d 
Atlántico,  donde  se  considera  queestá  la  mayor  dificultad,  se  encuentra  ya  en  parce 
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terminada.  Navios  que  calan  catorce  pics  pueden  actualmente  entrar  en  este 
puerto  V  descargar  en  !o?  muelles  de  la  Ccnnpañía. 

No  pueden  compararse  estos  obstáculos  con  los  que  se  presentaron  en  la 
intentada  construccl<'in  del  Canal  de  Panamá,  />  con  lo?  que  se  vcncicrLin  fácil- 
mente en  la  construcción  del  Uc  Suez;  y  toda  la  obra  de  océano  á  océano  está 
libre  de  los  peligros  de  arena$  movedizas  6  inundaciones  destructoras.  El  lago 
de  N  icaria  es  en  s(  una  de  ]as  formaciones  físicas  más  notables  del  mundo. 
Ocupa  una  cavidad  que  se  halla  en  medio  de  una  cadena  de  montafias  acciden- 
tadas, cuya  cima  desciende  en  este  punto  casi  al  nivel  del  mar,  y  proporciona 
no  solamente  los  medios  de  navegación  á  una  pequefta  altura,  sino  grandes  ventajas 
como  puerto  s^ro. 

De  ias  ventajas  qut-  se  obtendrán  con  la  construcción  del  canal, 

el  Señor  Sherman  dijo: 

La  primera  es  una  que  será  v  dehe  ser  común  á  todo  el  mundo  civilizado. 
El  establecimiento  de  una  \  ía  tiuviai  entre  el  Atlántico  y  el  P.icitico  realizará 
el  suct"ío  %•  !a?  esperanzas  de  Colón,  que,  equivocándose  en  sus  cálculos  sobre  la 
circuntcrencia  del  globo,  emprendió  iu  viaje  hacia  la  costa  de  la  India  y  tropezó 
con  el  continente  nuevamente  descubierto.  Desde  esa  época,  por  casi  cuatro 
siglos,  los  exploradores  han  abrigado  la  esperanza  de  encontrar  una  vfa  abierta 
&  través  del  Istmo,  6  i  falta  de  esto,  de  construir  dicha  vfa  por  medios  artificiales. 

Exploradores  y  aventureros,  reyes  y  naciones,  han  participado  en  esta  espe 
ranza,  y  muchas  tentativas  pel^rosas  se  han  hecho  para  realizarla.  En  los 
últimos  afios,  particularmente  desde  la  afluencia  de  población  á  California,  el 
Gobierno  de  los  Estados  Unidos  ha  experimentado  el  interés  mis  profundo  en 
la  realización  de  aquella  empresa;  ha  procurado»  por  medio  de  negociaciones  y 
tratados,  proteger  aquellas  regiones  contra  una  ocupación  hostil  ;  ha  participado 
en  varios  provectos  para  construir  canales  á  través  del  Istmo,  y  ha  hecho  que  se 
ejecutasen  varios  estudios  elaborados  y  cuidadosos  por  ingenieros  civiles  y  mili- 
tares, con  el  fin  de  elegir  la  mejor  ruta. 

Otras  naciones  han  tomado  igual  interés,  pero  no  han  sido  tan  activas  ni 
han  obtenido  tan  buenos  resultados  en  los  trabajos  preparatorios  y  en  la  elección 
de  la  localidad.  £1  éxito  del  canal  de  Suez  indujo  i  M.  de  Lesseps,  que  fué  el 
factor  principal  en  la  construcción  de  esa  obra,  i  tratar  de  completar  la  navega- 
ción alrededor  del  mundo  por  medio  de  una  vfa  fluvial  en  Panamá.  El  proyecto 
tenia  i  la  mira  la  excavación  de  un  canal  de  mar  i  mar,  en  parte  al  nivel  de  las 
mareas  y  en  parte  á  una  elevación  menor  que  éstas. 

Hasta  ahora  la  obra  ha  fracasado,  y  se  cree  que  el  proyecto  es  impracticable. 
Se  admite  ahora  que  la  ruta  por  Nicaragua,  aunque  tiene  las  desventajas  de  los 
retardos  á  causa  de  las  exclusas,  es  más  práctica,  mucho  menos  costosa  y  más 
útil  que  la  de  Panamá,  y  llenaría  el  mismo  objecto. 

La  segunda  gran  ventaja  que  se  derivaría  de  la  construcción  de  este  canal,  seria 
la  extensión  de  nuestro  litoral,  por  nícdio  de  él,  iiacia  nuestros  estados  Jci  ueste  y 
paises  contiguos.  Buques  que  /arpan  de  Nuva  York  con  destino  á  San  Francisco 
tienen  que  dar  actualmente  vuelta  al  Cabo  de  Hornos,  una  disuncía  de  19,000 
millas.    Los  beneficios  que  resultarían  de  aquella  extensión  escasamente  pueden 
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calcularse.  í^a, cantidad  enorme  de  trigo,  madera  v  otros  artículos  producidos  en 
la  cubta  del  Pacífico,  s(danicntc  pueden  tríinsportarse  ahora  á  los  estados  del 
Atlántico  atravesando  3,000  millas  de  vía  férrea  ó  haciendo  el  largo  viaje  al- 
rededor de  la  América  del  Sur,  así  e»  qae  muchas  veces  el  valor  total  de  esos 
productos  se  consume  en  los  gastos  del  viaje. 

Se  cree  que  nuestro  comercio  de  cabotaje  se  aumentaria  en  sumo  grado 
haciendo  uso  del  canal  por  Nicaragua»  y  que  su  existencia  darla  empleo  á  los 
navios  en  algunas  estaciones  del  afto  en  que  permanecen  fondeados  en  los  puertos 
del  norte. 

Otro  beneficio  que  los  Estados  Unidos  reportarían  de  la  construcción  de  este 
canal,  es  que  proporcionaría  á  nuestro  pueblo  una  comunidad  de  intereses  con  las 
co5ta^  de!  oeste  de  México  y  la  América  del  Sur,  ahora  cerradas  prácticamente 
á  nuestro  comercio.  Rl  comercio  de  estas  costa?,  obligado  á  dar  ¡a  \  ueka  al 
cabo  tie  Hornos,  puede  desde  ese  pumo  llegar  con  menos  dificultad  á  los  merca- 
dos de  Europa  que  á  los  de  nuestro  propio  país;  mientras  que  si  se  construyera 
el  canal,  habría  una  ruta  marítima  segura  y  bien  protegida  entre  los  puertos 
occidentales  del  continente  americano  y  nuestras  principales  ciudades  comerciales. 
El  canal  hará  posible,  por  primera  vez,  que  se  ponga  en  vigor  la  doctrina  de 
Monroe,  que  en  lo  pasado  ha  sido  un  mero  dogma  èn  la  política  americana. 

La  comunidad  de  intereses  entre  los  estados  americanos  serft  grandemente 
fortalecida  por  esta  obra.  Las  repúblicas  sud^americanas  siguen  nuestro 
ejemplo  y  no  puede  haber  un  choque  entre  nuestros  intereses  recíprocos.  Por 
muchos  affos  aquellos  países  no  han  de  ser  manufactureros,  pero  se  dedicarán 
principalmente  á  la  agricultura  y  minería.  Naturalmente,  darían  en  cambio  por 
las  manufacturas  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  su  oro,  plata,  azúcar,  café,  frutos  tropi> 
cales,  guano  y  otros  productos. 

Desde  que  se  dt6  á  luz  el  artículo  del  Señor  Sherman,  la 
empresa  ntcaiagüense  ha  pasado  por  varías  peripecias  y  ha  sido  el 
motivo  de  controversias  en  el  Congreso  y  la  prensa.    El  trabajo 

de  construcción  fu<'  empezado  en  la  línea  del  catial  en  i88()  v 
continuó  hasta  el  verano  de  1893.  cuando  se  suspendió  por  taita 
de  fondos.  Durante  la  tercera  sesión  del  Congreso  quincuagésimo 
tercero  (  1895),  se  acordó  que  el  Gobierno  de  los  Estados  Unidos 
hiciera  el  estudio  del  canal,  y  á  esta  fin  se  introdujeron  en  *'  La  Ley 
para  proveer  de  fondos  á  los  varios  ramos  del  Servicio  Civil,"  las 
disposiciones  siguientes. 

l'ara  averiguar  ia  posibilidad  de  cuuhiruir  y  contplctar  el  Canal  de  Nicarnpua, 
y  la  estabilidad  y  costo  del  mismo  por  la  ruta  propuesta  y  adoptada  en  una  ley 
aprobada  por  el  Senado  el  28  de  enero  de  1 B95,  y  titulada  *'  Ley  para  enmendar 
la  titulada  'Lev  pira  constituir  en  personalidad  legal  i  la  Maritime  Canal 
Company  of  Nicaragua,'  aprobada  el  20  de  febrero  de  1889,"  se  gastar&n 
^20,000,  bajo  la  dirección  del  Secretario  de  Estado. 

Y  por  la  presente  ley  se  organiza  una  comisión  de  tres  ingenieros  para  hacer 
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dicha  avcripviaciAn  y  los  estudios  y  exlmene<;  necesario^..  Los  miembros  de  dicha 
comisión  serán  clct'ido?  v  nombrados  por  el  Presidente  de  los  Hitados  Unidos, 
debiendo  ser  uno  del  cuerpo  de  ingeniero',  del  eiército  de  los  Estados  l j  nido?;,  otro, 
ingeniero  de  la  armada  y  otro,  simplemente  ciudadano;  y  los  niicnjbros  de  diciia 
comisión  recibirán  una  compensación  que  se  fijará  por  cl  Presidente  y  que  no 
excederá  de  $^,ooo  cada  uno,  ínclgyendo  el  salario  que  reciban  los  dichos  inge- 
nieros de  los  Estados  Unidos  por  el  tiempo  que  est¿n  asi  empleados.  Y  dicha 
comisión»  de  conformidad  con  los  arreios  y  reglamentos  que  haga  el  Secretario 
de  Estado,  con  la  aprobación  del  Presidente  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  visitari  y 
personalmente  examinará  la  ruta  de  dicho  canal,  estudiará  y  considerará  los 
planos,  perfiles,  secciones,  prismas  y  especificaciones  de  sus  varias  partes,  y 
dará  cuenta  de  cUo  al  Presidente;  y  si  averiguare  que  alguna  desviación  de  la 
línea  general  de  la  ruta  propuesta  e^  dc>cahle,  lo  indicará  a<;í  en  las  opiniones  y 
conrlutiones  á  que  llegue  en  su  dictamen,  que  será  preseniado  el  día  de 
noviembre  de  1H95,  ó  antes. 

De  acuerdo  con  estas  prescripciones,  el  Presidente  Cleveland 
nombró  como  miembros  de  la  comisión,  al  Teniente  Coronel 
William  Ludlow,  del  ejército  de  los  £stados  Unidos,  á  M.  T. 
Endicott,  ingeniero  ctvil  de  la  armada  de  los  Estados  Unidos  y 
á  Alfred  Noble,  ciudadano  de  Illinois.  Su  dictamen  fué  pre- 
sentado al  Congreso  el  7  de  febrero  de  1896,  y  fue  impreso  como 
Documento  No.  279  del  Congreso  quincuajésimo  cuarto,  primera 
sesión.  Aquél  se  limitaba  al  aspecto  técnico  ih  1  tiahajo.  y 
recomendaba  orras  cxjilonu  iDiR-s  y  trazos  para  determinar  la  lor- 
mación  de  un  proyecto  definitivo.  Algunas  de  las  cont  lusiones 
de  la  comisión  fueron  enérgicamente  combatidas,  y  el  Congreso, 
en  su  última  sesión,  incorporó  una  cláusula  en  la  ley  de  deñcien- 
cias  generales,  votando  $150,000  "para  continuar  los  estudios  y 
exámenes  autorizados  por  la  ley  aprobada  el  2  de  marzo  de  1895, 
titulada  ^  Ley  para  hacer  apropiaciones  de  dinero  para  los  varios 
gastos  civiles  del  Gobierno  durante  el  año  fiscal  que  termina  el 
30  il(  junio  de  1896  y  para  otros  fines,'  relativos  a  la  ruta  con- 
vtrnirnte.  la  posibilidad  y  el  cosro  tic  la  construcción  del  canal  de 
Nicaragua,  con  el  fin  de  hacer  planos  completos  para  el  trabajo 
entero  de  la  construcción  de  diclio  canal  como  allí  se  j)r<  scribe, 
*  *  *  y  [)ara  llevar  á  cabo  este  propósito  se  autoriza  al  Presi- 
dente de  los  Estados  Unidos,  para  que  nombre,  de  acuerdo  con  el 
Senado  y  con  la  aprobación  del  mismo,  una  comisión  compuesta 
de  un  ingeniero  del  cuerpo  de  ingenieros  del  ejército  de  los  Estados 
Unidos,  de  un  oñcial  de  la  armada  que  puede  tomarse  de  la  lista 
activa  ó  de  la  de  jubilados,  y  de  un  ingeniero  que  sea  simple- 
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mente  ciudadano,  teniendo  dicha  comisión  todas  las  íacultades  y 
deberes  acordados  á  la  comisión  de  que  habla  aquella  ley." 

De  conformidad  con  esta  cláusula,  el  Presidente  McKinley,  el 
9  de  julio  de  1897*  nombró  como  miembros  de  la  comisión  de 
estudio  al  Contra-Almirante  John  G.  Walker,  de  la  armada  de 
los  Estados  Unidos,  jubilado;  al  Capitán  Oberlik  M.  Carter,  del 
cuerpo  de  ingenieros  del  ejército  de  los  mismos,  y  á  Lewis  M. 
H  AL  PT,  de  Pennsylvania,  ingeniero  civil. 

El  tiic  tanit  n  de  estos  señores  deterniinará  sin  duda,  definitiva- 
mente, cuul  drbc  b<  r  la  ruta  del  canal  y  el  costo  probable  del  trabajo, 
(^ue  auxilio  dará  el  Gobierno  de  los  Estados  Unidos  á  la  construc- 
ción del  canal,  si  es  que  d:i  alguno  es,  por  cierto,  materia  que  el  Con- 
greso está  llamado  á  decidir  definitivamente.  Pero  parece  deducirse 
claiamente  de  las  consideraciones  que  dejo  apuntandas,  primero: 
que  un  canal  á  través  del  Istmo  por  la  ruta  más  práctica,  es  la  gran 
necesidad  internacional  de  nuestros  días,  },  segundo:  que  debía 
construirse  con  la  simpatía  y  cooperación  activa  de  todas  las  repú- 
blicas americanas,  como  un  medio  de  desarrollo  y  progreso  intercon- 
tinental, tie  acuerdo  con  la  posibilidad  de  una  union  más  estrecha 
entre  ellas,  comercial  y  políticamente  hablamlo.  Según  las  pala- 
bras de  John  Ouincv  Aimmñ.  })rununciadas  hace  mas  de  setenta 
años,  parece  ahora  no  solamente  posible,  sino  apropiado  y  opor- 
tuno^ que  los  Estados  Unidos  ileclaren  y  mantengan,  como  su  polí- 
tica nacional  y  su  propósito  inalterable,  que  **en  lo  de  adelante  el 
resto  de  los  dos  continentes  americanos  tiene  que  ser  administrado 
por  los  americanos  mismos.*' 

La  construcción  de  un  canal  á  través  del  Istmo  de  Panamá^ 
bajo  auspicios  esencialmente  anu  ric  anos,  ser  ía  la  realización  de  esta 
política.  La  ini[Kjrtancia  y  utilidad  de  la  empresa  de  Nicaragua 
lue  exjiuesta  por  el  denera!  Grant  en  términos  preciso>,  en  un 
artículo  que  publicó  en  la  "North  American  Review,"  correspon- 
diente al  mes  le  íebrero  de  1881.  Dice  asi:  **De  acuerdo  con  la 
primitiva  y  con  la  actual  política  del  Gobierno;  obedeciendo  á 
la  voluntad  del  pueblo  americano,  frecuentemente  expresada  ;  en 
atención  á  lo  que  debemos  á  nuestra  dignidad  )  poder  como 
nación;  con  el  debido  celo  por  nuestra  seguridad  }•  por  la  prosperi- 
dad de  nuestros  intereses  c  industrias  en  este  continctite,  y  con  la 
firme  resolución  de  impedir  que  potencias  rivales,  ya  sean  amigas  ó 
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enemigas,  intenten  siquiera  poner  la  planta  en  nuestras  costas, 
recomiendo  al  pueblo  amcrh  wno  un  canal  americano^  en  suelo  amcrícanoy 
y  me  felicito  por  el  hecho  de  que  los  estudios  más  cuidadosos 
han  demostrado  que  la  ruta  que  aparece  ante  el  mundo  como 
esencialmente  americana,  es  la  más  aceptable  desde  el  punto  de 
vista  económico  para  la  construcción  de  una  obra  destinada  á  una 
gran  prosperidad. 


6?, 


BOLIVIA. 

El  Señor  Don  Luis  Paz,  Knviado  I^xtraordinario  v  Ministro 
Plenipotenciario  de  la  Republica  de  Bolivia  en  los  Estados 
Unidos,   ha    sido    formalmente    recibido  por   el  Presidente 

McKiNI  EY. 

£1  Sr.  Paz  íormó  parte  del  gabinete  del  Presidente  BAmsTA, 
y  por  muchos  años  ha  venido  ocupando  una  posición  prominente 
en  los  negocios  públicos  de  su  país. 


BRASIL. 

CULTIVO  DEL  CAFÉ. 

Los  siguientes  datos  sobre  el  cultivo  del  cafe  en  el  Brasil,  pu- 
blicados en  la  Rescue  Coloniale  del  8  de  julio,  están  tomados  de  un 
informe  dirigido  al  Ministro  de  Relaciones  Exteriores  de  Francia, 
por  Mr.  ViENER,  á  su  regreso  de  la  América  del  Sur. 

La  región  cafetalera  más  t  xtensa  se  encuentra  entre  los  i(S  y 
25"  de  latitud  .S.,  pero  el  cultivo  de  acjurlla  planta  se  extiende 
mucho  más  al  norte  rn  un  inmenso  territorio  que  comprende  cinco 
grados  de  latitud  y  veinte  y  cuatro  de  longitud. 

A  principios  de  este  siglo,  el  Brasil  exportaba  solamente  una 
cantidad  muy  pequeña  de  aquel  grano,  pero  hoy  ocupa  el  primer 
lugar  entre  los  países  productores  de  café. 
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Las  siguientes  cifras,  que  representan  sólo  el  café  embarcado 
en  sacos  de  6o  kilogramos  (133  libras),  cada  uno,  por  los  puertos 
de  Río  y  Santos,  acusan  el  aumento  en  el  comercio  cafetalero  del 
Brasil  desde  el  año  1800: 

IÃOO   13   1.037,  »)Si 


l8í7   C6.  985 

xSao   97, 489 

1830   484,  222 


1876   3,  7O5,  122 

1895...  6,508,768 


l^n  i(S9^  la  t  ostrha  íue  estimado  en  7,ooo,cx)0  de  sacos;  la  de 
1896  íuc  aun  mayor. 

El  caíé  no  es  indígena  en  el  Brasil,  pero  está  hoy  completa- 
mente aclimatado.  Cierto  es  que  en  los  montes  de  Botucato 
(Estado  de  São  Paulo)  se  encuentra  una  especie  de  cafeto  silvestre 
(cofFea  amarello)  pero  es  indudable  que  esta  planta  ha  nacido  de 
semillas  transportadas  por  pájaros  ó  monos.  £1  cafeto  cultivado 
se  conoce  en  el  país  con  el  nombre  de  coffea  vermelho. 

La  altura  Je  la  planta  \  aiía  (  ture  dos  y  cinco  metros  y  el  tronco 
tiene  do  40  á  jo  centímetros  di  l  ircunítrenria. 

El  proceso  de  cultivo  varía  según  la  localidad.  Así,  en  la  pro- 
vincia de  Ceará,  según  un  íbllcto  de  iMr.  Job,  citado  por  Mr. 
ViENER,  el  cateto  se  siembra  siempre  en  invernáculos  y  las  matas 
son  trasplantados  á  los  dos  años,  con  preferencia  de  enero  á  abril, 
á  una  distancia  entre  sí  de  10  á  12  palmos  (22  centímetros).  £1 
ca&to  empieza  á  producir  á  los  cuatro  ó  cinco  años.  La  época 
de  la  recolección  no  es  siempre  la  misma,  y  por  otra  parte  es  de 
bastante  larga  duración  que  varía  al*::»  s<  gún  la  intensidad  de  la 
estación  de  las  lluvias,  las  (juc  generalmente  comienzan  en  mayo 
ó  junio  y  terminan  en  agosto. 

El  grano  es  colocado  sobre  un  su«do  pavimentado  descubierto, 
conocido  en  el  país  con  el ,  nombre  de  fachina^  y  la  desecación 
dura  de  treinta  á  treinta  y  cinco  dias.  £n  el  estado  de  Ceará  se 
emplea  todavía  el  antiguo  sistema  de  descortezamíento  por  medio 
de  piedras  de  molino  (rodeiros)  que  giran  en  artesas  de  piedra. 
£ste  método  deja  mucho  que  desear,  porque  muchos  granos  son 
desmoronados  bajo  el  peso  de  la  piedra.  La  limpieza  y  puli- 
mento se  hacvn  <x^neralmentc  á  mano. 

En  los  estados  de  Sào  Paulo  y  Minas  (1  (  ultivo  del  café  ocupa 
vastas  superhcics,  y  el  tratamiento  del  grano  es  practicado  de  una 
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manera  mas  perfecta  que  en  Ceará  y  por  medio  de  las  mejores 
maquinarias. 

La  ^zenda  (plantación)  mas  grande  del  Brasil,  y  talvez  del 
mundo,  es  el  cafetal  Dumont  (Estado  de  Minas  Geraes),  estable- 
cido por  un  francés  cuyo  nombre  todavía  lleva  la  plantación.  La 
exti:n¿i<^)n  total  de  la  finca  es  de  ^0,000  hectáreas,  de  las  cuales 
6,150  están  sembradas  de  cate,  Hl  número  de  matas  en  189Ó 
era  de  4.7  i(S,ooo. 

El  cultivo  c?  practicado  por  italianos  emigrados,  de  los  que  hay 
8,000  empleados.  Cada  año  se  extiende  este  cafetal,  y  su  pro- 
ducción  crece  más  y  más. 

£n  1895,  la  cosecha  de  la  fazenda  Dumont  fué  de  4,100,000 
kilogramos  y  la  de  1896  ascendió  á  4,500,000  kilogramos.  Esta 
plantación  fué  vendida  hace  tres  años  á  una  compañía  brasilera 
por  la  suma  de  1 2,000,000  dv  irancos. 


COLOMBIA. 

DERECHO  DE  DIEZ  PÔR  CIENTO  SOBRE  LOS  PAQUETES 

POSTALES. 

Por  decreto  de  4  de  noviembre  de  1896.  el  (îobierno  del 
Departamento  de  Panamá  ordeno  un  impuesto  de  diez  por  ciento 
ad  valorem  sobre  todos  los  paquetes  procedent<  ^  ilel  extranjero,  reci- 
bidos por  correo.  También  reguló  el  cobro  de  dicho  impuesto  y 
dió  además  instrucciones  á  los  agentos  fiscales  para  que  practicasen 
la  apertura  de  todos  los  paquetes.  Consecuente  á  las  quejas  que 
se  formularon  con  motivo  de  aquellas  instrucciones,  el  Gobierno 
colombiano  las  modificó  de  la  siguiente  manera: 

El  valor  del  paquete  postal  será  determinado  por  el  sello  y  la 
declaración  que  lo  acompaña,  y  la  comprobación  de  la  exactitud 
de  esta  declaración  sólo  será  practicada  cuando  haya  sospechas  ó 
razones  que  la  justitiquen. 

Además,  el  derecho  de  importación  de  los  paquetes  postales  será 
liquidado  en  lo  futuro  en  la  estación  de  correos  en  donde  se 
reciban,  y  no  en  las  oficinas  del  Departamento  de  Hacienda. 
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NICARAGUA. 

Rii^UEZAS  NATURALES  V  AGRÍCOLAS. 
Por  J.  Francis  Lb  Ba&on,  L  C. 

Etnolf'tgîcamente  habland(\  Nicaragua  ?c  divide  en  tres  secciones:  una  habi- 
tada por  los  nicaragüenses,  propiamente  liablando;  otra  por  los  Mosquitos  y 
Caribes  ;  y  la  rercer.i  por  los  indios  llamados  "  Wankas.  "  Aunque  estos  últimos 
defieren  en  costumbres,  idioma  y  leyes,  están  todos  bajo  la  jurisdicción  del 
Gobierno  de  Nicaragua. 

Geográfica  y  climatológicamente  hablando,  el  país  está  dividido  en  dos  zonas 
distintas  por  la  cordillera,  que  mis  6  menos  interrumpida  en  algunos  puntos  y 
con  numerosos  espolones  i  los  lados»  atraviesa  la  RepfiUca  del  noroeste  al  sudeste 
y  en  dirección  paralela  at  Pácifico. 

En  el  declive  oriental  se  encuentra  un  territorio  inexplorado  é  inculto, 
cubierto  de  bosques  vírgenes,  densos  y  casi  impenetrables,  donde  solo  habitan 
algunas  tribus  de  aborígenes,  salvo  en  las  inmediaciones  de  la  costa  del  Mar 
Caribe,  pues  allí  se  hallan  los  indios  Mosquitos,  los  Caribes,  gran  cantidad  de 
negros  de  |amaica  y  de  otras  de  las  Antillas,  asi  como  unos  pocos  africanos 
de  los  llamados  "Kroomen,"  y  que  fueron  traídos  de  la  costa  occidental  del 
Africa  para  trabajar  en  el  malhadado  Canal  de  Panamá.  Hay  alguna  población 
blanca  en  San  lu.m  de]  Norte  y  en  BlueheUls. 

La  parte  más  civili/.adu  del  país  queda,  haciá  el  declive  occidental  y  al  nor- 
oeste de  la  República,  donde  habitan  los  verdaderos  nicaragüenses  y  donde  se 
hallan  las  grandes  ciudades  y  las  haciendas  y  plancadones.  Esta  localizacidn  de 
la  pobladón  se  explica  por  las  condiciones  climatológicas.  El  autor  de  este 
escrito  residió  por  mis  de  dos  affos  en  Nicaragua  y  tuvo  i  su  cargp  los  estudios 
y  trabajos  preliminares  del  canal,  lo  que  le  ofreció  oportunidades  excepcionales 
para  estudiar  el  pais  y  sus  riquezas.  Y'  á  la  verdad  esto  formaba  parte  de  sus 
obligaciones,  como  que  se  relacionaba  con  la  gran  obra  que  se  le  había  confiado. 
De  las  observaciones  mctcoroli^>gicas  practicadas  diariamente  bajo  mi  direc- 
ción,  resultó  que  !a  cantidad  ele  agua  qtie  cae  en  San  lu.ui  del  Norte  ó  Hrev- 
town  mide  297  pulgadas  anualmente,  mientras  que  en  la  parte  occidental  es  de  66 
pulgada^  solamente  por  término  medio.  En  1883  no  pasó  de  47.44  pulgadas, 
según  las  observaciones  hechas  en  el  Instituto  Nacional  de  (iranada. 

Las  estaciones  son  bien  definidas  al  lado  del  oeste,  pero  al  oriente  del  país 
parecen  irregulares,  y  llueve  casi  todos  los  dias. 

En  el  valle  del  San  Juan  los  irboles  alcanzan  inmensos  tamaBos,  y  i  su 
sombra  crecen  en  abundancia  arbustos  y  bancos.  El  suelo  es  principalmente 
barro  de  color  rojizo  cubierto  de  tierra  vegetal.  Al  oeste  hay  poco  barro  y  mis 
tierra  vegetal,  debajo  de  la  cual  se  encuentra  en  muchos  lugares  lava,  cenizas  vol- 
cinicas  y  cascajo.  El  litoral  del  oriente  es  arenoso,  mientras  que  al  poniente 
está  cubierto  de  rocas,  con  excepción  de  las  ensenadas  donde  se  han  acumulado 
las  arenas,  ya  por  la  acción  de  las  olas,  ya  arrastradas  por  los  rios. 
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Hasta  la  hora  presente  no  existen  muchas  industrias  en  Nicaratma.  En 
Managua  y  Granada  hay  fábricas  de  hielo,  y  en  esta  última  ciudad  y  en  la  de  I. con 
existen  jabonerías  grandes  y  costo'ía'í.  Casi  todas  las  poblaciones  principales  están 
bien  provistas  de  ngiia,  pero  carecen  de  clorica*.  La  luz  eléctrica  r  c!  teléfnno 
han  sido  introducido  en  el  país,  y  el  servicii)  telegráfico,  que  está  bajo  la  direc- 
ción del  (iobierno,  es  eficaz  y  barato.  Mientras  e^tu\  e  en  Nicarasyua  encargado 
de  los  trabajos  del  canal  y  accesorios,  dirigí  la  construcción  de  una  línea  tele- 
gráfica desde  Greycown~Ò  San  Juan  del  Norte,  como  llaman  á  esc  lugar  los 
nicaragüenses — Shasta  el  Castillo,  en  el  río  San  Juan,  una  distancia  de  65  millas. 
Aquf  se  hizo  la  conexión  con  la  línea  construida  por  el  Gobierno  de  Nicaragua. 
También  hice  el  trazo  de  un  ferrocarril  y  construi  una  parte  de  él.  Este  debía 
servir  para  los  trabajos  del  canal  entre  Greytown  y  Ochoa,  sobre  el  río  San 
Juan  y  cerca  de  la  desembocadura  del  San  Carlos.    La  distancia  es  de  32  millas. 

La  industria  minera  ha  tenido  poco  desarrollo,  pero  hay  muchos  minerales, 
y  varios  capítulos  se  podrían  dedicar  á  ellos.  Me  limitaré  á  decir  que  existen 
tantos  y  tan  ricos  venero*;,  que  un  tntrcnicro  ùc  minas,  Pablo  Lew,  asegura  que 
no  eras  cosí  rara  en  Ciiontaies  y  en  Segovia  \  cr  á  un  individuo  sentado  á  la  puerta 
de  choza  ocupado  en  moler,  por  medio  de  dos  piedra--,  peda/os  de  cuarzo 
auriícro,  que  en  seguida  me/.tlaba  con  azogue  y  lavaba  cu  una  canoa,  obte- 
niendo así  suficiente  oro  para  hacer  frente  i  sus  pocas  necesidades.  Hasta  ahora 
se  conocen  no  menos -de  425  minas  de  oro  y  de  plata  en  la  república,  y  prob- 
ablemente las  cuatro  quintas  partes  del  país  permanecen  inexploradas,  debido  ft 
lo  espeso  de  los  bosques.   Las  industrias  nadonales  de  Nicaragua  son  sut  generis. 

Hamacas  y  sombreros  de  palma,  casi  tan  Hnos  como  los  llamados  de  Panamá, 
joyas  de  oro  y  plata,  hechas  por  plateros  de)  país;  alfarería  ordinaria;  vasijas 
é  imágenes  de  pequeño  tamaño,  fabricadas  por  los  Indios.  También  hacen 
trabajos  artísticos  de  grabadura  en  jicaras  y  cocos.  La  jicara  es  hecha  de  la 
cáscara  de  la  fruta  que  da  en  abundancia  el  árbol  conocido  con  el  nombre  de 
"jícaro,"  y  que  crece  en  !a  p.irte  occidental  del  pais  v  en  el  interior. 

También  fabrican  á  la  mano  v  \  aüéndose  de  aparatos  imperfectos,  teias  para 
techos  de  casas.  En  las  ciuki  ides  lo<5  edificio*?  son  siempre  cubierío^  con  c^as 
tejas,  pues  no  se  usan  tablas  Je  ripia  «')  tejamaní  sino  en  Greytown  y  Bluciicld, 
donde  las  casas  son  de  madera.  Todas  las  casas,  edificios  comerciales,  etc.,  en 
las  ciudades  son  construidos  generalmente  de  barro,  con  paredes  de  cerca  de  tres 
piés  de  espesor,  y  cast  siempre  de  un  solo  piso.  £stos  edificios  son  muy  frescos 
y  tienen  grandes  puertas,  que  por  un  lado  dan  á  la  calle  y  por  el  otro  al  patio  6 
jardín.  Alrededor  de  este  patio  se  hallan  todas  las  habitaciones  y  una  casa 
cubre  con  frecuencia  media  manzana.  Emplean  también  adobes  en  la  construe- 
ci6n  de  casas  y  cubren  con  esruco  tanto  la  parte  exterior  como  la  interior, 
lo  que  les  da  muy  buena  apariencia.    No  se  usan  celosías. 

Se  hace  en  Nicaragua  un  azúcar  ordinaria  de  color  bastante  oscuro  y  muy 
pesada.  Se  produce  bastante  mcla'/.a,  pero  no  existen  refinerías.  La  industria 
pecuaria  va  ctí  aumento  y  se  \e  gran  cantidad  de  ganado  vagando  por  las 
llanuras  en  los  departamentos  situados  al  liorocste.  Se  fabrican  cii'nrrn?  6 
"puros"  en  gran  cantidad,  y  casi  tcdos  se  consumen  en  ci  pai^.  La  juayor 
parte  de  las  familias  pobres  se  dedican  ft  esta  industria  como  un  medio  de  $ub- 
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sistcncia.  Fl  t.ihaco  que  se  cultiva  en  el  país  bueno.  La  gente  de  los  campos 
hare  próprio  jabón,  que  es  prir  cierra  de  mala  caiidad.  A  veces  ctinstruven 
sui  casas  de  adobes,  pero  en  lo  general  las  hacen  de  cañas  ciurcla/adas  hábil- 
mente y  las  cubren  con  palma».  Trabajo  ingenioso  es  éste,  en  el  que  no  emplean 
ni  un  solo  clavo,  sino  que  se  valen  «le  bejucos  pura  unir  las  diterentes  parces  del 
edificio.  Estos  bejucos  abundan  en  los  bosques  y  son  muy  fuertes  y  duraderos. 
Hay  ano  que  parece  de  hierro  y  por  eso  se  le  ha  apellidado  "bejuco  de  alambre." 

Hace  aflos  se  cultivaba  en  Nicaragua  el  afiU  en  grande  escala,  pero  esto  ha 
decaído  mucho  debido  á  la  baratura  de  los  tintes  de  anilina  que  han  tomado  el 
lugar  de  aquél.  Se  fabrican  á  mano  gran  cantidad  de  muebles  hechos  de  maderas 
del  pais,  y  cuando  son  trabajados  con  esmero  esos  muebles  cuestan  muy  caro. 
El  mueblaje  de  un  cuarto  de  dormir,  hecho  de  caoba,  puede  costar  mil  pesos 
en  dinero  de  Nicaragua.  También  hacen  artículos  de  goma  elástica,  tales  como 
mantas,  sacos,  ponchos,  etc.,  para  !o  cual  no  emplean  otro  procedimiento  qtíe 
dar  á  objetos  hechos  de  algodón  una  mano  con  el  jugo  lechoso  que  se  extrae  del 
árbol  de  hule.  De  esta  manera  los  hacen  impermeables  y  sir\en  por  algunos 
años,  pcri^  más  tarde  la  capa  de  hule  se  rompe  y  se  desprende.  Fabrican  tam- 
bién canoa.s  grandes  y  pequeñas  y  bongos.  Las  canoas  son  casi  siempre  hechas 
de  un  solo  pedazo  de  madera.  Hay  54  clases  de  maderas  diferentes  en  el  país, 
y  algunas  figuran  entre  las  mejores  del  mundo.  La  riqu<^  de  lo»  bo«ques  de 
Nicaragua  es  incalculable.  Además  de  los  árboles  que  producen  esa»  maderas, 
toda»  excelentes,  y  ^ue  fueron  escogidos  éntrela»  175  clases  que  examiné  (y 
existen  probablemente  otros  muchos  que  no  han  sido  descritos),  además  de 
esos,  digo,  hay  40  clase»  de  árboles  que  dan  gomas  medicinales,  bálsamos,  resinas, 
materias  téxtiles,  aceites,  extractos,  esccncias,  substancias  alimenticias  y  especias. 
Se  cuentran  igualmente  74  clases  de  árboles  frutales,  de  los  cuales  1 7  son  silves- 
tres y  57  cultivados.  Imposible  sería  enumerar  todas  las  clases  de  árboles  que 
allí  existen,  pues  no  habría  espacio  suficiente  para  ello.  Solamente  unos  pocos 
tienen  nombres  ingleses.  De  estos  son  bien  conocidos  el  caoba,  el  cedro,  el  pino 
y  la  encina.  Nunca  vi  en  Nicaragua  esa  variedad  de  cedro  que  llamamos  pr'ncil 
cediii .  También  crece  allí  el  almendro  silvestre,  apellidado  en  jamaica  quebracho, 
que  es  probablemente  el  árbol  conocido  en  la  República  Argentina  con  el  nombre 
de  quebracho  negro,  que  llega  á  alcanzar  un  tamafio  inmenso  y  se  parece  á  la 
encina,  siendo  st  mucho  más  duro,  más  fuerte,  más  difícil  de  cortar  y  más  durable. 
Casi  imposible  es  cortar  este  árbol  con  hachas  6  introducirle  clavos.  Cuando  al 
abrir  el  camino  para  el  trazo  del  Canal  de  Nicaragua  queríamos  desembarazarnos 
de  estos  árboles,  hadamos  excavaciones  debajo  de  las  raíces  á  fin  de  introducir 
dinamita  y  hacerlos  saltar:  en  seguida  los  cortábamos  con  sierras  de  trozar.  La» 
fibras  de  esta  madera  están  entrelazadas,  y  es  may  diHcil  labrarla  ;  es  casi  tan 
fuerte  y  dura  como  el  hierro.  En  Paraguay  la  llaman  la  reina  de  las  maderas 
duras.  Produce  una  almendra  de  la  que  se  saca  un  aceite  muy  estimado  en  la 
farmacia  y  que,  según  el  informe  del  Ministro  de  Hacienda  de  Nicaragua,  se  vende 
á  §2. 50  la  botella. 

El  cortez,  llamado  en  inglés  man-wood  ó  iron-wood,  se  encuentra  también  en 
abundancia,  é  igualmente  el  ébano,  llamado  palo  de  piedra.  El  níspero  6  itaiba 
es  muy  grande  y  fuerte  y  dura  eternamente  en  el  agua.    Aseguran  que  para 
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mueble»  es  tan  Ano  como  el  caoba.  La  fruta  que  produce  es  excelente.  Puede 
compararse  con  ol  roble  mío,  pero  es  mucho  más  fuerte  y  durable.  Hay  dos 
clases  de  guayacáií.  ambas  nuiy  fuertes.  Producen  una  goma  medicinal.  El 
guanacaste  es  un  árbol  enorme.  Se  le  emplea  para  hacer  botes  y  tablas.  Pro- 
duce un  barnÍ7  muv  usado.  E!  ganado  come  la  fruta  de  ote  árbol.  Hay 
además  ¡a  madera  de  algodón,  la  de  rosa,  cl  granadiilo,  el  tamarindo  silvestre, 
i}ue  da  una  fruta  bien  conocida  y  cuya  madera  se  emplea  para  hacer  ruedas, 
botes,  etc.,  y  es  muy  dura  y  resistente.  El  zapotillo  es  una  madera  muy 
deñcil  de  labrar  y -se  dice  que  no  la  destruyen  los  insectos  marinos.  Dura 
muchisimo.  Un  dintel  de  puerta  hecho  de  esta  madera  se  encontró  en  perfecto 
estado  de  conservación  en  las  ruinas  de  la  antigua  ciudad  de  Palenque,  donde 
debe  de  haber  permaneddo  más  de  300  aflos.  Entre  las  maderas  de  tinte,  figu- 
ran el  palo  de  campeche,  el  de  brasil,  la  morera,  el  fustete,  el  sangre  de  drago  y 
otros  varios. 

Entre  los  árboles  que  producen  gomas  medicinales  6  empleadas  en  la  industria, 
se  cuentan  el  hule,  la  gutapercha,  el  palo  de  sebo  6  de  cera  vegetal,  el  achiote, 
usado  para  dar  color  á  la  niaiucquilla  y  al  queso,  la  copaiba,  el  que  da  el  balsamo 
de!  Perú,  el  que  produce  el  ámbar  líquido,  y  una  especie  de  acacia  que  da  una 
goma  parecida  á  la  arátuga.  Se  encuentran  también  la  quina,  el  copal,  la  tre- 
mentina, el  aceite  de  castor,  el  de  coyol,  y  cl  de  coco,  sacado  de  la  fruta  de 
este  nombre.  El  aceite  de  corozo,  sacado  de  las  nueces  que  produce  la  palma 
asf  llamada,  sirve  para  hacer  un  jabón  excelente.  Asimismo  se.  hallan  el  aceite 
de  sándalo  y  otras  muchas  gomas,  resinas,  y  aceites  demasiado  numerosos  para 
ser  mencionados.  Un  árbol  que  no  puede  clasificarse  con  ninguno  de  los  otros 
es  cl  denominado  de  leche,  que  crece  silvestre  y  echa,  cuando  se  le  hace  una 
incisión,  un  jugo  parecido  á  la  leche,  que  el  eminente  viajero  Humboldt  tomaba 
con  el  cat^.  Contiene  ese  líquido  bastante  cera,  y  á  fin  de  coagular  ésta,  es 
bueno  hacerlo  hervir  antes  de  bcberlo. 

La  vainilla  crece  silvestre  en  los  bosques;  también  se  halla  una  especie  de 
canelo,  cuya  corte/a  se  usa.  La  nuez  moscada  se  cultiva  con  éxito  en  Bcli/.e, 
adonde  se  la  llevó  de  Jamaica.  También  el  pimentero  se  da  allí.  En  cuanto  á 
las  diversas  clases  de  pimientos,  crecen  silvestres.  Este  país  es  muy  aparente 
para  eLcultívo  de  las  especias,  y  es  seguro  que  todas  se  darían  aquí  tan  bien 
como  en  las  Indias  Orientales.  Entre  los  árboles  frutales,  se  cuentan  el  naranjo, 
el  limonero  y  todos  los  de  la  misma  familia,  especialmente  en  la  parte  central  del 
pais  y  al  oeste,  donde  se  producen  frutas  tan  buenas  como  las  mejores  de  la 
Florida.  El  cacao  es  una  de  las  principales  fuentes  de  riqueza  de  Nicaragua  y  se 
vende  á  precios  altos  cuando  ya  está  preparado.  El  coco  crece  en  abundancia 
en  los  terrenos  arenosos  de  la  costa.  El  árbol  de  pan  se  halla  por  todas  partes, 
y  su  fruto  es  nutritivo  y  saludable.  Se  come  asado  6  cocido.  El  árbol  da 
frutas  á  los  cuatro  años  de  sembrado.  En  el  año  produce  dos  cosechas.  Los 
mangos,  los  aguacates  y  todas  las  demás  frutas  tropicales  se  encuentran  en 
abundancia.  Fl  café  es  cl  principa!  producto  del  país  y  se  le  culti\  a  en  los 
tcrreíU)s  elevados  al  norte  y  noroeste.  Según  la  Gaceta  Oficial,  20  manzanas,  6 
sean  34.40  acres  de  cierra,  pueden  sostener  20,000  cafetos.  La  preparación  del 
terreno  y  el  culúvo  de  este  numero  de  árboles  hasta  que  den  la  primera  cosecha. 
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que  es  â  los  tres  años,  cuesta  en  dinero  de  Nicaragua  como  $3,423.  En  esta 
sutna  va  incluido  el  valor  de  do^  miiías,  el  de  ima  choya,  el  pago  de  un  capara/, 
lo  que  cuestan  los  instrumentos  de  agnculiura  y  otras  herramienta^,  v  el  t:ncrcs 
del  dinero.  También  «¡e  incluvc  en  aqneüa  cantidad  $300  para  ¡.M^tos  impre- 
vistos; pero  no  se  señala  nada  para  la  cumpra  Jcl  terreno,  porque  el  (jobicrno 
concede  á  cada  colono  95  acres.  El  mismo  periódico  calcula  que  el  mante- 
nimiento de  un  cafetal  después  de  formado,  incluyendo  todo  gasto,  no  pasa  de 
$1,^32  al  afio  en  dinero  de  Nicaragua,  y  asegura  que  cada  Arbol  produce  2 
libras  de  caft. 

Bananos, — Estos  son  cultivados  en  gran  escala  en  el  territorio  de  Mosqaitia,  de 
donde  los  embarcan  para  Nueva  Orleans.  Es  una  industria  may  lucrativa. 
La  cosecha  esti  lista  ocho  meses  después  de  sembradas  las  plantas.  £1  mafz 
se  da  muy  bien.    Con  facilidad  se  cogen  dos  cosechas  y  se  pueden  coger  hasta  très 

en  el  m!«mo  rcrrcno.  La  caña  de  azúcar  se  desarrolla  rápidamente  y  es  de 
buena  i  aiidaii.  Los  frijole'í  ^on  muv  abundantes  y  son  uno  de  los  principales 
artículos  de  alinientaci«^n.  Sl-  produce  toiia  cla<.e  de  luckmcs.  íja<í  piña>  son 
excelentes  y  se  Jan  en  todas  parte-.     Ha\-  lamhiéu  liorrali/ae.  de  todo  género. 

Los  peones  que  trabajan  en  las  haciendas  ganan  de  iz  á  14  pesos  mensuales 
en  moneda  de  Nicaragua,  y  á  las  sirvientas  se  les  paga  de  dos  pesos  y  medio  á 
cinco  pesos.  Toda  clase  de  plantas  téxtiles  se  hallan  en  el  país,  tales  como  el 
agave  ó  pita,  el  algodón,  etc.,  y  se  podHa  establecer  en  gran  escala  la  fabricación 
de  cuerdas  y  costales.  Se  encuentra  buena  calidad  de  barro  para  ladrillos  y 
cántaros.    La  íábrtcación  de  tejas  podría  hacerse  una  industria  importante. 

Además  de  las  manufacturas  mencionadas,  el  Gobierno  tiene  en  Managua  talle- 
res y  fundiciones  bien  montados,  asi  como  un  establecimiento  para  encuadernar 
librn<:. 

Hay  grandes  depósitos  de  piedra  calcárea  en  el  país,  y  se  hace  la  suficiente  cal 
para  el  consumo  nacional.  El  Profesor  C»u/,nián,  del  Instituto  de  San  Salvador, 
alirnia  que  una  areama^^a  ma<í  fuerte  y  durable  que  el  cenienio  romano  se  puede 
hacer  mezclando  el  jug(,>  dci  cocotero  con  cal.  La  cantidad  que  se  producirla, 
sin  embargo,  tendría  que  ser  muy  limitada. 

Hay  muchas  cascadas  en  Nicaragua  que  podrían  emplearse  como  motores 
hidráulicos.  La  que  se  encuentra  en  el  rio  San  Juan,  en  el  punto  llamado  El 
Castillo  Viejo,  tiene  una  caída  de  8  piés  y  un  volumen  de  agua  tan  grande  que 
puede  desarrollar  10,874  caballos  de  fuerza,  lo  suficiente  para  un  telar  de 
554,580  husos,  aun  en  la  época  en  que  el  nivel  del  agua  está  muy  bajo.  Esta 
cascada  no  desaparece  durante  las  inundaciones,  pero  si  se  construye  el  canal 
de  Nicaragua,  si  desaparecerá.  Hasta  la  fecha  no  se  ha  hecho  uso  alguno  de  ese 
motor  hidráulico.  Nicaragua  es  sin  duda  aleuna  nn  país  privilegiado  por  sus 
innumerables  riquezas  naturales,  su  suelo  fértil  v  su  clima  delicioso  y  saludable, 
especialmente  al  oeste  del  país  y  en  el  interior.  Aun  en  !a  parte  donde  más 
]lue\  e,  hacia  el  este,  nets  causó  sorpresa  observar  la  buena  ^>alud  de  que  gozaban 
los  trabajadores  en  el  canal,  á  pesar  de  lab  duras  lacna»  á  que  estaban  sometidos 
y  de  vivir  á  la  intemperie.  Fuera  de  lijeros  ataques  de  fiebres  palúdicas,  ninguna 
otra  enfermedad  climatológica  se  presentó,  ni  aun  en  ios  campamentos  donde  los 
ingenieros  y  los  peones  se  velan  obligados  á  trabajar  diariamente  bajo  la  lluvia. 
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á  no  ser  en  las  rostas  y  en  los  parajes  pantanosos.  El  pueblo  de  Nicaragua  es 
honrado,  valiente  é  industrioso.  Escá  siempre  bien  dispuesto  hacia  los  Estados 
Unidos  y  las  institucionc-:  :imf  ricanas.  El  Gobierno  nicaminicnsc  hace  conre- 
siones  de  terreno  ñ  cual(|uicra  que  introduzca  al  paiâ  mai^uinaria  ó  establezca 
alguna  nueva  industria. 


PERÚ. 

EXPOSICIÓN  PERMANENTE  DE  MAQUINARIA. 

El  número  del  Boletín  Mensual  correspondiente  á  abril,  pub- 
licó en  extenso  un  decreto  del  Executivo  estableciendo  una 
exposición  permanente  de  maquinaria  en  Lima. 

Reproducimos  la  siguiente  comunicación  sobre  la  materia, 
remitida  por  Dr.  Carlos  G.  Estenos,  Cónsul-General  del  Perú, 
en  ejercicio,  en  los  Estado  L  nidos. 

C0NSUI.AD0  General  del  Pekv, 

19  Whitehall  Street, 
jVíBí  York,  julio,  jSgj, 

El  Gobierno  peruano,  deseando  aumentar  el  comercio  en  nKU|uinaria  y  ramos 
afines  cnn  patícs  manufactureros,  ha  ck-cuiiJo  establecer  vina  cxposici(>n  perma- 
nente de  tuda  clase  de  manufacturas  en  el  ramo  de  maqLtiii.iria.  dando  !;i  pre- 
ferencia á  aquellas  ijuc  ■-on  ma»*  usadas  en  el  Perú,  á  >,ilier:  1  n-^t runíento^  de 
agricultura,  maquinaria  Je  núncria,  aplicaciones  eléctricas  de  toda»  clases  y  surtidos 
para  toda  cla^c  de  matjuinarias  modernas. 

El  Gobierno  peruano  no  había  alentado  hasta  ahora  de  tal  suerte  el  comercio^ 
y  las  facilidades  que  hoy  ofrece  &  los  fabricantes  americanos  son  por  demás 
ventajosas. 

Todos  los  artículos  destinados  i  la  exposición  están  exentos  de  derechos  de 
aduana  y  consulares.  La  exposición  será  inaugurada  en  Lima,  Perú,  el  9  de 
diciembre  próximo. 

Las  personas  que  exhibán  sus  artículos,  podrán  dejarlos  expuestos  por  un 
periodo  de  sci<^  meses.    Si  necesitasen  mas  tiempo,  deberán  acudir  á  los  encar* 

gados  de  la  c\]H)siri<^n. 

El  que  suscribe  tendrá  el  gdsto  de  suministrar  nuevos  detalles  y  remitir  el 
reglamento  de  la  exposición, 

Carlos  G.  Estenos, 
Cónsul  General  en  etjerckio. 
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ESTADOS  UNIDOS. 

COMERCIO  CON  LA  AMÉRICA  LATINA.    RELACIÓN  MENSUAL 
DE  IMPORTACIONES  Y  EXPORTACIONES. 

A  continuación  se  trascribe  la  última  relación  mensual  del 
comercio  entre  los  Estados  Unidos  y  la  América  latina.  En  esta 
relación  están  comprendidos  los  principales  artículos  de  comercio 
de  aquellos  países,  y  su  formación  se  ha  llevado  á  cabo  con 
arreglo  á  las  cifras  copiladas  por  la  Oficina  de  Estadística,  Departa* 
niento  del  Tesoro  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  cuyo  jete  es  Worth- 
INGTON  C.  Ford. 

Esta  estadística  correspontie  al  mes  de  junio  de  1897,  corregida 
en  agosto  del  mismo  año.  Las  cifras  demostrativas  de  las  impor- 
taciones y  exportaciones  de  cada  mes  procedentes  de  las  diversas 
aduanas,  no  se  reciben  en  el  Departamento  de  Hacienda  haste  el 
20  del  próximo  mes,  cuya  última  parte  se  emplea  á  veces  en  los 
trabajos  de  copilación  é  impresión.  Así  es  que  los  datos  estadís* 
ticos  correspondientes  al  mes  de  junio,  por  ejemplo,  no  se  publican 
hasta  principios  de  Agosto.  Hay  esperanzas,  sin  embargo,  de 
que  con  la  especial  cooperación  de  Oficina  de  Estadística,  pueda 
el  Boletín  Mensual  suministnir  cada  mes  á  sus  lectores  las  cifras 
relativas  á  Ids  principales  artículos  del  comercio  de  la  América 
latina,  antes  de  su  publicación  oficial  por  el  Departamento  de 
Hacienda  de  lus  £stados  Unidos. 


Importaciones  y  Exportaciones,  Jumo  de  iSçj* 
IMPORTACIONES  DE  MERCANCÍAS  EN  LOS  ESTADOS  UNIDOS. 


Artícoloi  y  patees. 

Junio. 

1896.  • 

Cantidad. 

Valor. 

Cantidad. 

Valor. 

Palo  cani¡>eche  (toneladas)  impor- 
tado cit — 

459 

Í3.  775 
10.895 

727 
1,56o 

$20,  890 
39.334 

Cn  I V  M  n  bitu  mtnoso  (toneladas)  : 

2.  77O 
4,204 

59.  297 
9.  lóü 

1,843 
9.7t»9 

26,  766 
20,  237 
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Importaciones  y  Exportaciones  Junio  iSçj — Continuado. 
IMPORTACIONES  DE  MERCANCÍAS  EN  LOS  ESTADOS  UNIDOS— Com*a. 


ATtlcolos  y  iwfeei. 


Junio. 


1996. 


Cicao  (libras) — 

Antillas  británicas  ^ . 

Otras  Antillas  

Brasil  .,. 

Resto  de  1.1  América  del  Sur  

Café  (libras)— 

América  Central  

México  

Antillas  

Brasil  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur  

Al(fod6n  manufacturado  (libras) — 

América  del  Sur  

Fibras,  henequén  (toncladasj — 

México  

Plátanos. 

América  Central  

Antillas  inglesas  

Cuba   

América  del  Sur  

I>1  i<  Sandwich  

Naranjas — 

México  

Antillas  inglesas  

Cuba  

Cueros  y  i>ieles  (libras^— 

América  Central  

México  

Antillas  inglesas. ,  

América  del  Sur........  

Goma  clástica  cruda  (libras)— 

América  Centnd  

México  

Antdlas  

Brasil  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur. .... 
Plomo  en  galápagos,  barras,  etc. 
(libras)— 

México  

Azdcar.  no  superior  al  No.  16  de  la  j 
escala  holandesa —  f 

América  Central.  

México  

Antillas  británicas  i 

Cuba  ....  


Cantidad. 

Valor. 

1,091,333 

•111,851 

209.  532 

14.  96S 

895,  059 

88,  «jg8 

3,847,476 

1, 301. 297 

587.  to3 
33.  289,  594 
>3I»864 

309.55» 
6.  «77 

239, 672 

177. 033 
135,  202 
81.  885 

6,  123 


1  590.601 

i  214,081 
81,824 
4,629,647 
18,500 

4«.  797 
431. 564 


93.  S67 
782. 587 
461.  709 
I,  698, 057 

104.  942 

%  233 

2.  <i'J2 

S05.  334 
3,600 


976, 533 


1.385 

350 
10 

13.  289 
100, 596 

41.293 
391. 729 

46.  726 

2.  557 

768 

354.  736 
1,181 


131. 19a 


1897. 


Cantidad. 


Valor. 


2,  338,  361 

51.  741.  773 


I  45.  "65 
I,  l<>4,  210 


Otras  Antillas  

Brasil    

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur 
Tabaco  en  rama  (libias) — 

México  

Cuba  

Madera,  Caoba  (mil  pies) 

América  Central.  

México  

Cuba  

Otras  Antillas  

América  del  Sur  


138.  8()6,  773 

15.  337.  779 
18,  389,  653 

y.  354 
1,096,  2u8 


3.  32«.  390 
308.361 

317.718 

I  526,321 


1,526 
41 


73. 889 
3.99* 


450 


388,690 

151.033 

03, 030 
*»  »79.  '44 

•35.  3*7 

13.093 
5.923 
117,33a 

4, 341,  891 

2,  6oq,  194 

338,513 

47. 31a.  637 
7,44l>  7" 

604.  657 

3Sr-  i^>i 
44.690 
3.660,949 
984.393 

67,030 

7.613 

7.  "54 

430, 

216, 327 
352, 535 

1,470 
108,  552 

3,484 

A  AqÜ 

^,  0x0 

2,876 

140,  514 

1, 785,410 

9,490,  945 

20, 656 

145, 682 
1. 390.930 

79,  946 

13,  000 

31. 776 

5.  3*J3 

65a, 883 
81,  044 

325. 109 
29, 761 

13.  873.  197 

154. 588 

3^^;.  555 
74,  S60,  027 
80, 269,  427 
29,  822,  329 

2.  606 
I.  301.  5<>4 
I,  fx;»».  924 

578, 496 

24.635.511 

517.  ao9 

48,  400 
320. 950 

20, 097 
161, 6ã9 

533 
764 
300 

9 

3 

14. 353 
29.  $88 
13,  814 

843 
100 
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Importaciones  y  Exportaciones  Junio  i8çj — Continuado. 
IMPORTACIONES  DE  MERCANCÍAS  EN  LOS  ESTADOS  UNIDOS— Cont'a. 


Attfculoa  y  palaca. 

Junio. 

1896.                j  i«97. 

Cantidad. 

Vmlor. 

$9.  9$o 
15,712 
186, 6«3 

Cantidad. 

Valor. 

Lana  (Libras) — 
América  del  Sur: 

"5.797 
loi,  165 

8. 030, 913 

4,  133.  2«7 
I,  403,  261 

a.  245i  863 

$467, 226 
205.  595 
183.686 

EXPORTACIÓN  DE  MERCANCÍAS  NACIONALES. 


Instrumentos  de  agricultura,  expor» 
tados  A— 

México  


América  Central  y  Belize  . . . 

Cuba    

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Otras  Antillas  y  Bermuda . . . 

Argentina  

Brasil  ,  

PiiIuiulMa  

Kcsto  de  la  AniOnca  del  Sur. 


Libros:,   mnp.Ts;.   >rrabados,  y  otros 
iii^iiciijileh  impresos — 

México  

América  Central  y  Belize ........ 

Cuba  

Puerto  Rirrt   .1 

Santo  Domingo  | 

Otras  Antillas  y  Bermuda  ¡ 

Argentina  

Brasil   

Colombia  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur 


M:ii/  (bushels)— 

Mexico  

América  Central  y  Belize 

("liba  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Otras  Antillas  y  Bermuda 
América  del  Sur  


200  ! 
57,221  , 

3*855 1 


Tl ijío  ibusiïcls) — 

México  

Aniérita  Central  y  Belize  . .  . . 

.Antillas  }•  Bermuda  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur. 

Marina  de  trigo  (barriles) — 

Mé\ict>  

.'Vmérica  Cential  y  Belize. . . . 


S.  333 
46 
312 


4,061 
156 

68 

2.049 
341 
313 

55.429 
838 
242 

26, 556 


C,  100 
7.  Ï95 
39 
35 
410 

1,697 

4.  744 
I.  577 

'  «'7 


75.251 
3.  326 
9.601 


83 

24,301 
1.652 


4.074 
176 


21.  5S6 
70,022  i 


129,499  I 

t6. 1O4  I 

74. 263  I 

1 , 000  ' 

57.  754  , 
6,299 


243 
14, 184 


I.  082 
23,060 


9.  718 

5»» 
763 

402 

4Í 
''7  ' 
40.  176 

4.  193 

'-'3 
3, 050 


10, 96S 
8. 923 

25. 1S4 
8.  I«)0 

9* 
3,883 

Ï.245 

21,  2IO 

«45 
2.  S50 


43. 992 

9.*85 
27,017 

356 
14 

21,  711 
2.337 


241 
11,921 


4.  661 
103,  503 


Digitized  by  Google 


BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


411 


îmftortaàoius  y  Exportaciones  Junw  lê^ — Continuación. 
EXPORTACIÓN  DE  MERCANCÍAS  NACIONALES— Continuación. 


Artkulos  y  patitca. 


Junio. 


1896 


Cantidad. 


Harina  de  trigo  (barriles) — Cont'a. 

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Dotningu  

Otras  Antillas  y  Bermuda ...... 

lirasil  

Colombia  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur. . . . 


Valor. 


Carruajes,  carros  y  sus  accesorios; 

M¿  \¡.  ->  

•América  Central  y  Belize  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Otras  Antillas  y  Bermuda  ..... 

Argentina.  

Brasil   

Col'iinfiia  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur. . . . 


19,065 
10,475 
2. 2Ô5 
58. 107 
50.  227 
II,  616 
as.  5Î9 


Carli/jti  de  piedra  (t(jneladas) — 

México  

.América  Central  y  Belize. . . . 

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Dominti)  

Otras  Antillas  y  tíermudu  . . . 

Brasil  

Colombia  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur. 


16.480 

601 

14.684 

»,  «37 

653 
9196 


Manufacturas  de  algodón  (}*ardas) — 

México  , 

América  Central  y  Belize  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Otras  Antillas  y  Bermuda  

Argentina  

Brasil  

Colombia  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur. . . . . , 


Ropa  hecha- 
México  

América  Central  y  Belize 

Cuba  


«5 

I,  142.  237 

I.  105,476 

23.715 
48.  212 

2t3,  40^ 
616,  705 
807.  113 
995. 67S 
58S.  186 
2,321,675 


Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Otias  Antillas  y  Bermuda 
Argentina  

Hr.isil  


1S97. 


Cantidad. 


869.  704 

3S. 754 

9.450 
212.  o;o 

45.  795 
81.  «93 

53.  3^7 

8, 106 

443 

832 
782  i 

Q.  016 
3.905  l 

23.  543  ' 

1.  343 
3.  937 

49»  971 

2.  -21  I 

33.  ^59  ' 

3.  I9«> 
2.  312 

2.  Sl3 


130 
64.  247 

6o.68t 

2,  2  59 
2.  030 
10.  2Í.8 

33.  229 
42.  630 
6S, 545 
28,364 
126,613 

«7.634 


Colombia  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur. 


24,  21 1 
5, 64S 
719 
1.756 

4.  70  ) 

?.  "^37 
532 

3.342 
4.691 


I 


S.757 
II.  018 

4.  737 
70.712 

.}0,  35q 

14.  493 
32,080 


32,671 

220 
16, 510 
4. 663 
743 
13.379 
5. 103 
3.002 
861 

406,031 

t.  535.  521 

12,  150 
3.400 

"5.334 
S4S, 132 
<'>9.  372 
<tó4, 954 
613.  S55 
1.420,471 


J 


$40.  5S7 
4S.943 
22, 953 

306.  886 

186, 711 

53.  233 
137. 345 

274,  .Sol 
22. 1S3 

6,  851 

7f>4 
Í.59I 

7.  258 

I9.5Í9 
I.  208 
6.  199 
4. 427 

«6,539 

79S 

36, 174 
12,  487 

1.  S44 
35.492 
27.505 

6,  oí  I 

2.  338 

25,  iiâi 

(\(>.  704 

>.3M 
4t3 

5.  ^»»4 
4.S,  2S0 

7.  204 
51,  222 
42.011 
78,627 

22. S79 

25.  147 
1.787 
481 

1.048 

7.  I4S 
9.  440 

3.  28í 
7-  ''07 

8.  3S5 
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BUREAU  or  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


Importaciones  y  Exportaciones  Jumo  iSçj — Continuado. 
EXPORTACIÓN  DE  MERCANCÍAS  N ACION ALES-ContlnuMión. 


ArtfcttlON  y  paites. 


Junio. 


1896. 


Bicicletas  y  accesorios — 

México  

América  Central  y  Belize  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Otras  Antillas  y  Bermuda, . . 

Aryantina.  

Brasil  

f\iIombia  

Kesto  de  la  América  del  Sur. 


CaoUdad. 


Hierr  '  y  nccro  y  sus  manufacturas, 
iiuitcnalcs  de  cunsirucciún,  sie- 
rras y  herrainientas  : 

México  

América  Central  7  Beiíse  

PuV.a  

Puerto  Rico.    

Santa  Domingo  

Otras  .Antillas  y  Rermuda  

Argentina  , 

Brasil  .......  

Colombia  

Reato  de  la  América  del  Sur  


Maquinaria:  Máquinas  de  coser  y 
acnsorios: 

México  

América  Central  y  Belize  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico. ........  ........ 

Santo  Domingo  

Otras  Antillas  y  Bermuda  

Argentina...........  

Brasil  

Colombia    

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur. . . 


Otras  Maquinarias — 
México  

América  Central  y  Belize  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Otras  Antillas  y  Bermuda.  

Ar^untina.  

Brasil  

Colombia  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur. . 

Cuero  y  sus  manufacturas.  Cuero 
para  suela  (libras)— 

Antillas  y  Bermuda  

América  del  Sur.  


Valor. 


S3-  277 
S,  S08 

Î.  13a 

3.670 
104 
5.461 
1.396 
7.  127 
586 
3,111 


51.175 
«3. 6«3 

5.330 
I.  671 

i»075 
6,  2ig 
16.  592 
22.  514 
5. 197 


1897. 


Cantidad. 


Valor. 


II.  391 

8,832 

50 

763 

177 

1,840 

9,700 

9,689 

*  * 

4. 103 

14.499  • 

$6.165 

907 

610 

335 

598 

13. 005 

3. 76S 
3.978 

2,  671 
4.S<»0 


26.867 
13.370 

7.  403 
I.43I 
I.613 

6.  174 
32.  747 
17.  261 

8.  374 
14,661 


17.912 
á,346 


■  «  ■     •  •  •  I 


4 

376 

I.  S67 
18. 737 

3.  3'J4 

4.  726 
4»  447 


338,507  1   289.  305 


6.  395 
1.350 


25.S77 
i2.  730 

5. 337 

4.004 
11.743 
15.S76 
105,08s 

8.683 
58,760 


1,384 
393 


2.715 


154.  j 15 

6.  7Ò4 

3.375 

5.424 
7.641 
15.  702 
30*047 
I5.3t3 
65, 386 


447 
60a 
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Importaciones  y  Exportaciones  Junio  iSgj — Continuado. 
EXPORTACIÓN  DE  MERCANCÍAS  NACIONALES— Continuación. 


I 


Junio. 


Aitkttlo^  y  países. 


1896. 


Valor. 


Cuero  y  sus  manufacturas.  Cuero 
para  suda  (libra») — Continqado. 
Otras  claset  da  cuero — 

México  

América  Central  y  Bdze  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

S.imo  Domingo    

Otras  Antillas  y  Bermuda  

Argentina  

Brasil  

Colombia  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur  


Abastecimientos  para  navios- 
México  

América  Central  y  Belize. . . . 

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Otras  Antillas 7 Bermuda.. .. 

Argentina  

Bratil  

Colombia  .  .   

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur. 

Aguarrás  (galones) — 

México  

América  Central  y  Belixe. . . . 

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico.  

Santo  Domingo  

Otras  Antillas  y  Bermuda. . . 

Argentina  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur. 


$947 
344 

240 
149 

183 
982 


2,668 

331 
1,766 


Aceites:  Mineral  crudo,  incluyendo 

todos  los  aceites  naturales,  intle- 
pendientemente  de  la  gravedad 
(galonesy— 

México  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

México  

América  Central  y  Belize  

Ctiha  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  , 

Otras  Antillas  y  Bermuda  

Artrenlina   

Brasil   , 

Colombia ...................... 

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur  


510  I 
928  I 
7.666 
830 
46 

3,  612 
30^000 

42,  30? 
804 

17.  54a 


189 

296 
2,  326 
267 

>7 

782 
9^354 
13,  a&7 

3»7 
5, 815 


Canlldad. 


749 
1.045 

5. 194 
540 

80 

2.  272 

5,000 

21.  583 
885 
3.948 


Valor. 


$1. 740 
760 

161 


169 
1,224 

150 
I.  500 

1S5 

5*4 


70 

242 

403 

I.  154 

1. 132 

566 

2,  503 

952 

2,  228 

I.I33 

337 

650 

24 

51 

130 

370 

150 

420 

107 

460 

602 

I.  282 

714 

1,510 

5.851 

10,  740 

9,  t6o 

17.919 

12. 831 

24. 825 

9.  445 

18,  195 

395 

775 

843 

I,  696 

2,903 

6.483 

3. 629 

8, 142 

235 
365 
1,548 
166 

16 

734 

l>6so 

5.996 

3>4 
1, 350 


648, 583 

32.  542 

663,  502 

28, 606 

119. 782 

10. 000 

382, 97S 

27. 034 

5f>.  975 

1 1,  6I2 

82.  839 

19.  798 

116,  923 

12,665 

59.  "2 

6.578 

2.997 

470 

708 

331 

«0,  575 

1.489 

19, Sü5 

2,  592 

«0,312 

I,  929 

65,  492 

6,353 

229, 3S2 

21,  798 

2S8, 559 

25,  276 

732,  072 

91.  135 

440,  396 

47.  399 

3,092,532 

177.  654 

2,  yi'",  -^29 

183,  376 

50, 692 

4,808 

160,  776 

15. 14» 

994.676 

109.  491 

559^459 

63,  933 
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BUREAU  OP  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


Importaciones  y  Kxportacionts  Jfumo  i^çj — Continuado. 
EXPORTACIÓN  DE  MERCANCÍAS  NACION  A  LES-Continuadón. 


Junio. 


Articulas  y  pftbea. 


1896. 


1897. 


Cantidad. 


Valor. 


Cantidad. 


AcL'ítcs  vegetales;  De   semilla  de 
al>;od6n  (galones)— 

México    

América  Central  y  Belize  

CuhA  

Puerto  Rico  

Samo  Domingo.  

Otras  Antillas  y  Bermuda  

Argentina   

Brasil  

Resto      la  América  del  Sur. . .  . . , 
Parañna  y  cera  de    paraõna  (li- 
bras)— 

México  

América  Central  j  Belize  

Antillas  y  Bermuda   

Brasil  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur. .  - . 


29.76g 
605 


Provisiones,  comprendiendo  carnes 
\  ,  1  ruductos  de  lechería — 

Mò.\ÍCQ  

América  Central  y  Belize  

f'ttba  .   

l'utHu  Rico  

.Santo  Domingo  

Otras  A  Otilias  y  Bermuda  , 

Argentina  , 

Br.ivi!  

Columbia  

Resto  de  la  América  ÚA  Sur  


3. 7*4 

23. 
2, 666 

43. 5»! 

9.W 


335. 9S3 
34.320 

2.  3yl 

30.940 


12. 919 
31,  733 

2.  496 


$6,  331 
249 


35»  367 


1,450 

6.495 

I,  T04 

II,  781 
8,869 


13.408 
1.593 
112 
1.S78 
1,017 


75.Î5I5 
312 


1.535 
3.S17 

T93 
43 


20 

5.  771 

72.825 

73.  538 
18. 533 


100, 848 

34.339 

9,  466 

33,668 
10.900 


8.944 
31.  733 
5. 193 
673 


3.937 


Carne  de  vaca,  salada  en  salmueia 
6  de  otro  modo  curada(libras) — 

México  

América  Central  y  Belize  

Cuba  

Puerto  Ricn  , 

Santo  Domingo  

Otras  Antillas  y  Bermuda  

Brasil  

Colombia  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur  


Stlio  t libras) — 

México  , 

América  Central  y  Belize. 

Tuba  

PiK-rto  Rico  

ban  to  Domingo  

Otras  Antillas  y  Bermuda , 
Brasil  , 


18,  (XX) 

5.Ô76 

19.  373 


I,  100 
55.050 
3.000 

4(K) 
4,  4CKi 

678. 045 

3.  S<JO 
13. 
353,  Ã99 


130.  14S 
274. 83S 
95.  2U1 


1,462 
452 
i.5«7 


43 
2.  727 

97 
32 

193 
33,  6S3 
230 
553 
12,  670 


5.  '^>9 
12.  167 

3.  24S 


34.743 


7.  560 
5.  056 
12,  «03 


32,090 
16.  oc» 
4fxj 
Z2. oou 
463. 169 
3.  000 

173.  too 


3:^.  721 

2<>9.  ÍH_)7 

95. 413 


73.  354 
77.688  ! 


2.  506 

3.  í'74 


Culoaibia  J         5>  f^'/-) 

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur ......  '        3.  791 


307  I 
"7  I 


12,670 
274,  6<;8 

67.  r^: 

83.  5tJO 
31,  713 


V.ilor. 


Si  5.  260 
79 


6 

3.330 
18, 314 
633 

19.  577 
6,33t 


4.76Ô 
1,687 

2')5 

I.  135 

449 


1,048 
4.  «93 

399 
45 


3.010 


643 

415 
1.053 


1.593 
728 

20 
302 

31.570 

1 W 
41/í 
9,384 


1. 154 

10.  772 
3.  6. 'O 


470 
10. 137 

2,  S  35 

3.  5^>2 
86c 


Digitized  by  Google 


BUREAU  OP  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS.  415 

Jmffortaciones  r  Exhortaciones  Junio  i8çj — Continuado. 
EXPORTACIÓN  DE  MERCANCÍAS  NACIONALES— Continuación. 


AitleubM  y  pftlscA. 


Productos  porcinos — 
Tocino  (libras) — 

México  

América  Central  y  Ueluc  

Cuba  

PucTto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Otras  Antillas  y  Bermuda  

Brasil  

Colombia  «  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur. . . . 


Junio. 


Cantidad. 


jamones  (libras) — 

México  

América  Central  y  Belt;cc. . . . 

Cuba   ....... 

Puerto  Rico.  

Sanio  Domingo  

Otras  Antillas  y  Bermuda . . . 

liraitil  

Colombia  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur. 

Carne  de  puerco  (libras  1 — 
América  Central  y  Bclizv.. . . 

Cuba  

Puerto  Riro  

Santo  Domingo  

Otras  Antillas  y  Bermuda . . . 

Brasil  

Colombia  

Resto  de  la  América  del  sur . 


26,  2(k) 
640,  000 
64.  102 
I 

2.  S25.  364 
1,800 
11,289 


12.  161 

27. 
328.  40J 

75.  Oí  2 

71.431 


11,652 
63,039 


130,  350 

3i,aoo 

716,  2CHJ 

6,  300 
1,892.  l6<i 
I,  óuo 
to,  loo 
173, 200 


Manteca  (libras)  : 

México  

América  Central  y  liclizc  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  ^  

Otras  Antillas  y  Bermuda  

Argentina  

Brasil   

Colcmibia  

Resto  de  iu  Aiuénca  del  Sur  

Grasa  y  Oleomargarina  (libras) — 

México  

América  Central  y  Belize  

Puerto  Rico  

Otras  Antillas  y  Bermuda  

Colombia  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur  

Productos  de  lechería— 
Mantequilla  (libras) — 

México  

América  Ciral  y  Bellse  


22<>,  602 
2,  611.  243 

3SI,  OÍK) 
3^.414 

379.  '>3i 
3.  3(xj 
r,  549,  oío 

32.  105 

yÓ4, 507 


I 


i,ao3 


Valor. 


$793 
l,7t'3 
3>.  959 

49 
3.  <)!^l 

ibS. -•<3i 

90 

769 


».  353 
2,  S 74 
29.  555 
O,  050 

373 
7»  451 


921 
6,714 


5.  íg*^» 
1.459 

32, 760  I 
306 

ss,ao6 

73 
4S8 
8,119 

I 

^4. 737 

12,  54»'  . 
1 3".  562  I 
19.  <^53 
I.  í)4<) 

22,  2()5 

123 
96.94r 

I,  626 

54. 731 


94. 

3».  479 


15,698 
19.375 


124  I 
8.75Ï  I 

4.  53^» 


«.657 
3.  no 


Cantidad. 


13^ 

3t. 23« 
I,  lg6,  $54 

3S.  205 

5.  4<'<J  I 

49. 2??  ; 

361 
43. 259 


16,  67<j 

2^.  713 
2S4. 231 

60,  612 

5.720 

104. 672 

^415 
12. 721 

66,344 


1 19.  "95 
rs.ooo 

2S3,  OtHi 
I  1 .  20(.> 
1.501,450 
11,000 

7. 100 
3Í9.300  I 


511,  t )<'.3 
347,  UÚi  , 
2,63s.  855  ! 

393.  2()4  ' 
53. 424  1 

(M>4.  I  1 

2,  ofKj  j 

1, 927. 346  < 

2?7.  615 


424 
1,930 


21S,  630^  I 
í',  560 
43.  300 


22,247 
30.638  1 


Valor. 


$692 
2.217 
70.683 

2,  2?>0 

^<^^ 

95.  ''1 7 
37 

3.  21 C 


I.  >82 

3.351 

30,  ^ ijl 

5. 455 
607 
10.043 
725 
1,080 
7,  122 


5.«H 
644 

12.  397 
525 

68,478 
412 
36a 

14,610 


23.  3f>3 
17.475 
113.  -"^51 
19.  345 
3.  'J^4 
33.  595 
107 

94.795 

14.  <)?<> 

47.  ^*3y 


59 
185 


«0. 797 

('()! 

4.  7*^^ 


3.900 
5,010 
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BUREAU  OP  AMBRICAX  REPUBLICS. 


importaciones  y  Exportacwus  Junio  i^j — Continuado. 
EXPORTACIÓN  DE  MERCANCÍAS  NACIONALES— Continuación. 


Articulas  y  paftes. 


Mantequilla  libras — Continuado. 

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Dominj{u  

Otras  Antillas  y  Bermuda  

Brasil   

Colombia  

Reato  de  la  América  del  Sur  

Queso  Oibras)— 

México  

América  Central  y  tíelizc  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Otras  Antillas  y  Bermuda  

Brasil  

Colombia  . , 

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur  


Janio. 


Cantidad. 


Valor, 


1697. 


Cantidad. 


3.804 


$535 


Semillas,  iiichiycndt»        de  ticl)ol, 
algodón,  linaza,  atíalfa,y  otras— 

México   

América  Central  v  Belize  

Cuba  .'  

l'iicrto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  !.  

Otras  Antillas  3-  Bermuda  

.\rKcntina  

Brasil  

Colombia  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur. . . . . 


3. 150  I 
141.  '^57 
39,  5C2 

6.567 
SI,  611 


8.032 

15»  373 
2,  boo 
I.  720 
3.487 

59. 


6,  898 
7,687 


Azúcar  refinado  (libras)— 

México   .. 

América  Central  y  Beltie  .  

.Santo  Domiuu'i)    

Otras  Aniiilasy  Bermuda  

Argentina  

Cohmiljía   .  . 

Resto  Uc  la  .VniOrica  di-l  Sur  

Tabaco  no  manufacturado  (libras) — 
México  

América  Central  y  Belíxo  

Antillas  y  Bermuda  

Ar^rentina.....   ..... 

Colombia  

Resto  de  la  América  del  .Sur  


415 

21,  129 

5.255 
947 
6,734 


824 

42S 
194 
374 
6.570 


$12 
877 


734 

630 

62 

38 

35 
«91 


30, 202 
118. 275 

3.450 
137. 467 


36 
103 


1, 610 

5.784 
193 

6,489 


S4, 56S 

I2ü 


4.099  , 

7  ' 


Tabaco:  Tabacos,  cigarros  y  otras 
manufacturas  de  tabaco  — 

México  

América  Cenital  y  Belize  

Cuba  

Otras  Antillas  y  Bermuda  


4.  620 
8,800 
7»40S 
»7.44i 


5,60a 

3,600 
7, 200 
148. 521 

49. »34 
7.474 

55.700 


16,  920 
19,  566 
7.  703 
4.517 
4.037 
72, 179 

959 
9.  532 
18,  524 


18.  S44 
77.  524 
5.  754 
165.  590 


56.  632 
8,  762 


15S,  ro9 

13.  578 

17.  233 

1,  Ç1Ç 

7.  820 

853 

15. 264 

2,  'yfiX 

172,993 

16,  703 

j6i. 679 

16, ¿93 

10,  800 

965 

9.  iSo 

1,  092 

800 

49 

54. 4S3 

4.323 

8a,  744 

6,836 

Valor. 


262 
8.983 
16.  603 

2a.  531 
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Imfmtacúmes  y  Exportaciones  Junio  iSpf — Continuado. 
EXPORTACIÓN  DE  MERCANCÍAS  NACIONALES— Continuación. 


Artículos  y  pafses. 


Tabaco  :  Tnbacos,  ricrarros,  y  otrrs 
manufactura!,  de  tabaco — Cont'a. 

Argentina  

Brasil  

Colombia  

Resto  de  ta  América  del  Sur  


Madera  y  sus  manufacturas: 

México  

América  Central  y  6eti«e. . . . 

Cuba  

Ot  ras  A  n  t i  1 1  as  y  Bermuda . .  • 

Argentina  

Brasil   

Colombia   

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur. 


Junio. 


1896. 


Cantidad. 


Valor. 


$3,  656 

50 

X.477 
3.075 


32,  982 
3.012 
93 
1.673 
ao 


1897. 


Ctntidad. 


Madera  de  construcción  :  Tablas, 
tablones,  viguetas,  y  cuartones 
(mil  pies)— 

Mí'xico  

América  Central  y  Beliie  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Antillas  y  Bermuda  

Argentina  

Brasil  

Colombia   .... 

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur  


Otra 5^    maderas    de    cniistruccíón  :  1 
tejamanis,  duelas,  etc.— 

México  

.América  Central  y  Belize  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Otras  Antillas  y  Bermuda  

.-\rgentina    

Brasil  

Colombia  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur  


Manufacturas  de  madera:  Puertas, 
marcos  de  vidriera,  persianas, 
molduras  >| otros  adornos,  bo€o> 
yes  y  barriles  vacíos,  muebles, 
artículos  de  madera  y  Mras — 

México  

América  Central  y  Belize  , 

Cuba  


34S 
325 


28. 525 

10,  213 

3.9S5 

1.355 
20.  928 

14.  678 
t.253 
51S 
11,044 


31.007 
23. 887 
7.583 


Valor. 


ta.  053 


17 
6,538 


26,  771 
153 
7.  30» 
657 


1. 021 
174 


5. 930 

85.  343 

12,  780 

237. 886 

1,017 
2,263 

15.Ó47 

629 

8, 468 

«5.  950 

«."7 
810 

20,380 

328 

4.  181 

9. 667 

195 

2,682 

371 

5. 132 

3.452 

47,616 

2.  785 

40,813 

5.961 

78, 371 

3. 549 

49.395 

6.  759 

83,  201 

5.075 

73.644 

454 

4.  683 

491 

6,  T()2 

3,716 

45.093 

5.218 

62,  122 

35.346 

7.557 
7.007 

499 

294 

4,836 
36. 092 

3.97a 
61$ 
33»97t 


40,  575 
25.974 
6,635 
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Importaciones  y  Exportaaones  Junio  /<fp7— Concinuado. 
EXPORTACIÓN  DE  MERCANCÍAS  NACIONALES— Continuación. 


^Artteuloe  y  paítei. 


Junio. 


Manufacturus  Uc  madera  ;  Puertas, 
marcos  de  vidriera,  persianas, 
molduras  y  otro»  adornos,  buco- 
yes  y  barriles  ▼aci6s.  muebles, 
artículos  de  madera  y  otraa— 
Continúan. 

Puerto  Rico  

S.iiiin  nniningo  

Otias  Antillas  y  Bermuda  , 

Argentina  

Brasil  

Resto  de  la  Amërica  del  Sur. . . . . , 

Colombia  *  > .  »  


I89& 

1897. 

Cantidad.  Valor. 

Cintidad.  Valor. 

1 

$3.  582 

T.  7-4 


Lana  y  sus  manufacturas: 

cruda  (libras) — 
México  


Lana 


i: 


5.  535 
17.  ai8 


I 


391.  259 


4.  942 


39.  5"3 


60 


12.  4?3 

13.  oí '2 

7.  <^^.) 

Ii>.  '  32 

5.  5-t9 


REVISTA  DEL  COMERCIO  DEL  MUNDO. 

\^Brilish  Trade  RnU'w,  julio  18  de  1897.] 

Los  Estados  Unidos  no  solamente  están  haciendo  esfuerzos  de- 
cididos para  apoderarse  de  una  parte  mayor  del  comercio  que 
corrcspondr  á  la  Gran  Bretaña,  especialmentr  rn  cuanto  á  los  pro- 
ductos de  la  lechería,  sino  que  también  el  Gobierno  americano  no 
economiza,  según  parece,  trabajo  alguno  á  fin  de  suministrar  á 
los  ^bricantes'  y  comerciantes  del  otro  lado  del  Atlántico  deta- 
lles completos  acerca  de  los  mercados  adonde  se  importan  efectos 
niamiiacturados  y  de  otra  cla.se.  Con  este  objeto,  según  lo  mani- 
festamos lijeranicnte  en  nuestro  último  numero,  se  ha  publi- 
cado en  la  tipograíía  del  (  jobierno  en  Washington  una  s<  ri<  de 
informes  consulares  especiales  sobre  las  condiciones  del  tráñco  en 
el  mundo  entero.  Con  d  objeto  de  íavoreccr  á  los  fabricantes  de 
los  £stados  Unidos  se  ha  hecho  un  resumen  de  estos  informes  y 
ed  otros  datos  obtenidos  en  diversas  fuentes,  que  figura  como  intro- 
ducción en  la  citada  publicación  bajo  el  título  de  ^  Revista  del 
Comercio  del  Mundo."  Da  una  buena  idea  del  alcance  de  este 
trabajo  la  circular  del  Gobierno  á  los  Cónsules  de  los  Estados 
Unidos,  iiuliiándoles  la  clase  de  ¡nít)rmes  que  se  necesitan. 
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Los  principales  puntos  á  los  que  se  les  pide  dirijan  su  atención 
al  preparar  estos  informes  especiales  son  los  siguientes:  i".  Au- 
mento ó  disminución  de  las  exportaciones  é  importaciones  desde 
el  30  de  junio  de  1895,  ó  desde  el  i*^  de  enero  de  1896,  meneio* 
nando  los  países  y  los  artículos  de  comercio.  2*.  Cambios  en  la 
moneda,  espccialmtnte  en  el  valor  de  l:i  unidad  monetaria  en  oro 
de  los  Estados  Unidos,  y  las  condic  iones  del  cambio,  lo  mismo 
que  la  cimtidad  de  moneda  en  circulación.  3**.  Cambios  notables 
en  ios  precios  de  artículos  de  comercio.  4".  Valor  de  los  salarios 
para  los  trabajadores,  sirvientes,  mecánicos^  obreros  de  fábrica, 
dependientes  de  tiendas,  tenedores  de  libros,  empleados  de  ferroca'- 
rril  y  otros.  5**.  Cambios  en  los  derechos  y  reglamentos  de  aduana, 
impuestos  municipales  y  de  portazgo,  especialmente  aquellos  que 
afectan  al  comercio  americano.  6^  Precio  de  los  productos  extran- 
jeros que  se  consumen  (víveres,  materias  primas,  y  artículos  manu- 
facturados, con  todos  los  detalles  acerca  de  ellos  <|ue  puedan 
obtener),  y  así  mismo  la  posibilidad  de  inrroiluc  ir  efectos  ameri- 
canos, y*.  Cantidad  y  valor  de  los  productos  que  se  exportan, 
especialmente  aquellos  que  puedan  encontrar  un  mercado  en  los 
Estados  Unidos.  8".  Condiciones  de  los  transportes,  tanto  inte- 
riores como  de  cabotaje  y  niarítimos,  incluyendo  nuevas  líneas  de 
ferrocarril,  nuevas  rutas  de  wagones  ô  de  caravanas,  nuevos  sistemas 
de  ríos  ó  canales  (abiertos  ó  en  proyecto),  y  los  medios  de  comu- 
nicación con  los  puertos  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  manifestando  el 
tiempo  que  en  esto  se  emplea,  y  si  los  fletes  para  el  mismo  país 
son  excesivos  ó  no.  10".  Cambios  en  los  precios  de  los  patentes 
comerciales  ó  impuestos  especiales  sobre  los  extranjeros;  cambios 
en  (1  status  de  estos  en  cuanto  á  ciudadanía  ó  derechos  civiles. 
1 1^  Créditos  comerciales,  tipos  y  plazos  que  esperan  obtener  los 
compradores  de  mercancías  extranjeras;  costumbres  y  peculiari- 
dades comerciales;  introducción  de  invenciones  americanas  y  de 
systemas  mecánicos  ó  de  tráfíco  de  los  Estados  Unidos. 

El  ejemplar  de  "La  Revista  del  Comercio  del  Mundo**  que 
tenemos  á  la  vista,  demuestra  con  cuanto  acierto  el  cuerpo  con- 
sular de  los  Estados  Unidos  ha  desemp(  nado  su  cometido.  Es 
una  obra  maestra  de  compilación,  un  verdadero  almacén  de 
informes  estadísticos  í\\\v  prueba  de  una  manera  palpable  hasta 
donde  puede  un  gobierno  servir  los  intereses  comerciales  de  un 
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pais  con  solo  tener  el  tino  de  escoger  para  trabajos  de  esa  clase  á 
hombres  competentes.  Inutil  es  tratar  de  ocultar  el  hecho  de 
que  la  actividad  industrial  de  los  Estados  Unidos  se  está  haciendo 
sentir  en  no  pocos  de  aquellos  mercados  que  los  &bricantes  bri- 
tánicos habían  considerado  hasta  ahora  como  inatacables,  y  es  por 
esti)  que  ron  perdonable  or^^ullo  el  Sr.  Frederic  Emory,  jefe  de 
la  Oficina  de  Estadística  del  Departamento  de  Estado,  se  expresa 
asi:  "Los  informes  de  nuestros  Cónsules  eontenidos  aquí,  lo 
mismo  que  los  que  de  tiempo  en  tiempo  se  han  publicado  en  el 
*  Intbrme  Consular  Mensual  '  ponen  de  manifiesto  el  hecho  hala- 
gador de  que  nuestros  fabricantes  compiten  con  éxito  en  muchos 
ramos  con  los  industriales  de  los  países  europeos,  y  esto  no  sola- 
mente en  mercados  neutrales  sino  en  los  de  ellos  mismo& 
Ejemplos  elocuentes  de  esto  son  nuestras  exportaciones  al  viejo 
continente  de  hierro  y  acero,  maquinaria,  efectos  de  cuero  y  de 
al;j:odón,  calzado,  ferretería,  cmiiilUi la,  bicicletas,  máquinas  de 
cos«  r.  manufacturas  de  madera,  artículos  eléctricos,  etc.  Sin 
entrar  en  la  consideración  de  las  causas  que  han  producido  este 
aumento,  el  hecho  de  que  nuetros  fabricantes  en  varios  ramos 
han  competido  con  éxito  con  los  productos  extranjeros  en  sus 
propios  mercados  parece  indicar  que  es  muy  factible  el  creci* 
miento  de  la  venta  de  artículos  americanos  en  el  extranjero." 

La  confesión  hecha  por  Sir  Courtenay  Boyle,  en  un  memo- 
randum que  últimamente  ha  dirijido  á  la  Cámara  de  comercio,  se 
toma,  por  decirlo  así,  como  una  prueba  contra  nosotros,  y  como 
una  demostración  de  que  los  íabricantes  de  los  listados  Uniiios 
se  vuelven  de  día  en  día  comfx^tidores  más  fuertes  de  los  indus- 
triales ingleses.  Francamente  hablando,  delx'mos  reconocer  que 
aunque  mucho  de  lo  contenido  en  (  ste  volumen  apenas  puede 
servir  de  estímulo  para  un  inglés  desde  el  punto  de  vista  del 
patriotismo,  esos  inâ>rmes  son  sin  embargo  de  la  mayor  importancia 
no  solamente  para  los  manufactureros  americanos,  y  por  ende  para 
los  ingleses,  sino  también  para  los  importadores  en  las  colonias 
y  en  el  oriente.  El  comprador  no  obra  en  sus  negocios  al  impulso 
de  sentimientos  indebidos.  Compra  en  el  mejor  mercado,  si  no 
en  el  más  Ixirato.  Al  mismo  tiempo  bueno  es  que  nuestros 
fabricantes  consideren  con  cuidado  los  e>íuerzos  concentrados  que 
ios  Estados  Unidos  están  haciendo  para  apoderarse  de  una  gran 
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parte  de  nuestro  tráfico  colonial  y  extranjero,  á  fin  de  no  economi- 
zar nada  por  su  parte  para  satisfacer  las  necesidades  de  aquellos  á 

quienes  el  productor  americano  está  tratando  de  complacer. 


URUGUAY. 

DESCUBRIMIENTO  DEL  MICROBIO  DE  LA  FIEBRA  AMARILLA. 

La  Oficina  agradece  al  Sr.  Don  Prudencio  de  Murguiondo, 
Cónsul  General  del  Uruguay  en  los  Estados  Unidos,  por  la 
remisión  de  un  número  del  periódico  "La  Nación,"  del  ii  de 
junio  de  1897,  el  cual  publica  una  conferencia  del  eminente 

Protessor  Sanarelli  sobrt-  sus  investigaciones  para  cnconrrur  el 
microbio  de  la  fiebre  amarilla  que  terminaron  en  su  descubri- 
miento. La  conferencia  no  puede  trascribirse  literalmente  en 
este  Boletin  por  razón  de  su  extensión  y  carácter  científico. 

Las  estadísticas  presentadas  por  el  Profesor  Sanarelli  muestran 
las  cifras  aterradoras  de  las  defunciones  causadas  por  la  fiebre 
amarilla  en  los  diez  últimos  años,  y  contienen  también  un  cálculo 
relativo  á  la  pérdida  del  capital  social  ocasionada  por  aquella 
epidemia  en  los  diversos  países  del  Golfo  de  México,  las  Antillas 
y  la  costa  atlántica  de  la  América  del  Sur. 

La  fiebre  amarilla,  dice,  ha  causado  en  Cuba  sólo  la  muerte 
de  10,793  soldados  del  ejército  español  durante  los  dos  últimos 
años. 

Habla  después  de  la  propagación,  cultivo  é  inoculación  del 
microbio,  así  como  de  una  série  de  experimentos  interesantes 
practicados  con  caballos,  perros^  conejos  y  varios  otros  animales. 
También  inoculó  á  cinco  personas. 

El  Profesor  Sanarelli  asegura  que  el  microbio  se  encuentra  en 
-  la  sangre  y  en  la  parte  interior  de  los  tejidos,  y  explica  por  medio 
de  este  hecho  los  triK  usos  sufridos  por  tantos  médicos  que  han 
tratiulo  de  encontrar  el  microbio  en  el  vómito  negro,  característico 
dt  la  eníerniedad. 

Kl  microbio  se  presenta  en  bastoncitos  de  extremidades  redon- 
deadas; aparece  en  pares  en  los  cultivos  artificiales  y  en  pequeños 
grupos  en  los  tejidos.  Su  longitud  varía  entre  2  y  4  milésimos  de 
milímetro- 
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Según  el  Protesor  Sanarelli,  la  ñebre  amarilla  es  induda- 
blemente contagiosa— hecho  éste  demostrado  por  su  trasmisión 
marítima  de  uno  á  otro  país — ninguna  parte  del  mundo  puede 
considerarse  segura  contra  la  invasión  de  este  germen  mortal. 


VExNEZUELA. 

EL  NüE\  0  MINIS  FERIO. 

El  General  Jmujuin  Crespo,  Presidente  constitutional  de  los 
Estados  Unidos  de  Venezuela,  ha  nombrado  un  nuevo  gabinete, 
en  decreto  de  junio  de  1897,  refrendado  por  su  Secretario,  Gen. 
José  R,  Nunez,  Los  miembros  del  nuevo  gabinete  son  los 
siguientes: 

Ministro  del  Interior,  Dr.  Heriberto  Gordon. 

Ministro  de  Relaciones  Exteriores,  Señor  Don  P.  Ezcí¿u¿e¿ 
Rojiis. 

Ministro  de  Hacienda,  Srnor  I  )on  Li//s  j4.  Castillo. 
Ministro  de  Guerra  \  Marina.  Gen.  José  Rtí/ítel  RicarL 
Ministro  de  Fomento,  Dr.  Adriano  Rkra  Aguingalde, 
Ministro  de  Instrucción  Pública,  Dr.  Federico  Chirinos. 
Ministro  de  Obras  Públicas,  Gen.  George  Vzlar^  hijo. 
El  Gen,  £.  Ibarra  Herrera^  Gobernador  del  Distrito  Federal, 
tiene  asiento  en  el  gabinete  venezolano  por  razón  de  su  oficio. 

Han  sido  promulgadas  las  siguientes  modificacions  de  la  tarÍÊi 
de  Venezuela: 

Clabb  1. — LUfrt, 
Se  han  incluido  en  esta  clase  : 

Aguas  minerales,  comprendidas  antes  en  la  clase  3*:  mineral  de  hierro  7 
hierro  viejo,  propio  para  fundición,  antes  a*  dase;  vistagos  depatatas^  antes  3* 
dai^e;  molinos  de  viento,  antes  z*  clase. 

Clase  2, — lo  chitimos  por  kilogramo. 
Acido  cariaónico  líquido;  codillos  de  cañerías  de  agua;  polvo  de  vidrio. 

Clase  3, — 2¿  céntimos  por  kihgramo. 

Alcod'')n,  ante-  j^rohibido;  asbesto;  .irnc^cs  ante  2*  cla«e  ;  azúcar  mosca- 
bado,  antes  prohibido;  goma  arábiga,  antcij  5*  cla&c  ;  manteca  pura,  ias  mez- 
clas y  la  okomargariua,  comprendidas  antes  en  esta  clase,  quedan  excluidas  ; 
venenos  usados  en  la  conservaddn  de  pieles,  antes  5*  clase. 
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Class  ^'^75  céntimos  por  Julogratno. 

AasúcAr  blanco  refinado,  antes  prohibida  j  acáte  bícummoso  para  Umpiar 
arneses;  esterillas  de  soga  pintadas  para  mesas;  nafta;  manteca  de  puerco 
mezclada  con  otras  grasas  y  oleomargarina,  antes  3*  clase  ;  palillos  para  fósforos, 
antes  prohibidos. 

Las  escopetas  de  aire  de  salón,  estin  comprendidas  ahora  en  la  clase  7*. 

Clase  5.— -/.íjr  bolívares  por  kilogramo. 

Ron  de  todas  clases,  con  excepción  del  de  cafia  de  azdcar  cuya  importación 
está  prohibida;  cofiacó  sas  esencias;  ajenjo;  ginebra  y  esencias  hasta  22  grados 
Cartier;  mCs  allá  de  este  grado  los  derechos  serán  calculados  proporcionada- 
mente; antes  6*  clase;  entreforro  de  algodón;  pólvora,  antes  6*  clase;  tabaco 
andullo  (el  tabaco  hueva)  y  tabaco  torcido  de  mascar,  antes  6*  clase. 

Clase  7. — ¿  bolívares  por  kilogramo. 

Escopetas  de  aire  de  salón,  antes  4*  clase;  la  importación  de  fósforos  está 
prohibida. 

Clase  9.^20  bohvarts  por  kilograma. 

La  importación  de  ropa  hecha,  cuinpreiidtdu  untcá  cu  c»la  clase,  (^ueda  pro- 
hibida por  ei  articulo  3  de  la  nueva  ley. 

Los  dos  artículos  trascritos  á  continuación  están  tomados  de  la  nueva  ley  de 
tarifas,  recientemente  votada. 

Akt.  4.  El  Ejecutivo  podrá  prohibir  la  importación  de  ropa  hecha  en  general, 
ó  de  parte  de  ella,  así  como  la  de  sombreros  de  todas  clases,  gorras,  bonetes  y 
gorros  adornados,  por  las  aduanas  de  la  Repáblica  en  cuya  jurisdicción  hayan 
adquirido  aquellas  industrias  el  desarrollo  necesario  para  el  abastecimiento  de 
aquellos  artículos,  sin  detrimento  del  consumidor. 

Art.  1  Lo5  artículos  importados  en  el  país  como  parte?  disí^regadas  de  un 
todo,  con  el  proposito  de  eludir  el  paeo  de  derechos,  ya  se  ii)troJu/can  en  un 
solo  paquete  ó  ya  en  paquetes  separados,  pagarán  cl  derecho  correspondiente  i 
la  clase  ¿  que  los  artículos  pertenecen. 

Entre  ei  articulo  4"  de  la  antigua  ley  y  el  5**  de  la  nueva,  hay  la  siguiente  dife- 
rencia: Por  el  primero,  el  nitrato  de  potasa  sólo  podia  ser  importado  por  dro- 
guistas, y  en  pequeflas  cantidades;  por  el  segundo,  la  cantidad  no  está  limitada, 
y  su  introducción  puede  llevarse  á  cabo  por  cualquiera  con  el  correspondiente 
permiso. 

Entre  cl  artículo  11  de  la  antigua  ley  y  el  12  de  la  nueva,  hay  la  siguiente 
diferencia  :  Por  el  primero,  el  Gobernador  estaba  autorizado  á  aumentar,  dismi- 

nuir  y  suprimir  los  derechos,  sin  que  se  especificaran  los  artículos  ;  por  el  segundo 
está  autorizado  á  disminuir  y  suprimir  los  derechos  sobre  lo?  artículos  de  primera 
necesidad,  solo  cuando  circunstancias  imprevistas  lo  hagan  necesario,  etc. 
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LA  REPÚBLICA  MAYOR  DE  LA  AMÉRICA 

CENTRAL. 

EL  TRATADO  DE  UNIÓN  CENTRO-AMERICANA. 

S.AN   S.Al-VADOR,  I S  (Ic  juTlio  dc  iSÇ/. 

Señor  Ministro  de  Relaciones  Interiores: 

El  tratado  de  unión  suscrito  por  cl  congreso  jurídico  centro- 
americano, dice  textualmente  : 

Los  Gobiernos  de  Gaatemala,  Costa«Rica  y  el  de  la  República  Mayor  de 
Centro  América,  por  medio  de  sus  respectivos  Delegados  y  Plenipotenciarios»  i 
saber:  los  Sefiores  Licenciados  don  Antonio  Batres  JXuregvi,  don  Mariano 
Cruz  y  don  Antonio  GonzXlez  Saravia,  por  Guatemala  ;  cl  Señor  Licenciado 

don  Leónidas  Pachfco,  por  Costa  Ricrt;  v  los  Señores  Doctores  don  Tirvrcio 
G.  BnMi.i.A  y  dün  Manuel  Delgado,  por  la  República  Mayor  de  Centro-América. 

Deseando  que  se  realice  lo  más  pronto  posible  la  Unión  de  la  América  Central 
de  un  modo  definitivo  por  cl  inmediato  ensanche  de  sus  mutuas  relaciones  politi- 
cas, unificadas  desde  ahora  ante  las  naciones  extranjeras,  y  teniendo  los  Estados 
bases  armónicas  de  unión,  idénticas  garantías  y  prindpios  homogéneos  de  liber- 
tad y  progreso,  al  efecto,  después  de  haberse  exhibido  sus  plenos  poderes,  que 
se  encuentran  en  forma,  y  de  Us  conferencias  y  discusiones  del  CaSO,  han  acor* 
dado  las  estipulaciones  siguientes: 

.Artículo  1.  Las  Repúblicas  de  Guatemala,  Costa  Rica,  Nicaragua,  Hondu- 
ras, y  e!  Salvador,  forman  dc^de  hoy  una  so!a  nación.  Ubre  é  independiente, 
que  se  denomina     República  dc  Centro- America. 

Arr.  2.  Las  Repúblicas  signatarias  que  constituyen  la  nueva  unidad  política, 
conservan  su  entera  libertad  é  independencia,  excepto  en  los  puntos  que  expresa 
este  Tratado,  y  con  referencia  i  los  cuales  debe  considerárselas  como  una  sola 
nacionalidad. 

Akt.  3.  Conservan  su  régimen  autonómico,  en  cuanto  &  su  administración  in- 
terna, V  su  íin'íficarión  tendrá  por  finiro  ohjcro  el  que  en  sus  relaciones  interna- 
cionale>  aparc/c;ui  como  una  sola  entidad  para  garantizar  su  independencia 
común,  ilerecho  y  respetabilidad. 

Art.  4.  Con  este  objeto,  las  Rcpúblicit»,  que  en  lo  sucesivo  se  denominarán 
Estados,  convienen  en  organizar  un  Poder  Ejecutivo  Nacional,  cuyo  jefe  tendri 
el  car&cter  de  Presidente  de  la  República  de  Centro^América. 

Aar.  Los  Presidentes  de  las  Repúblicas  actuales  se  denominar&n  jefes  de 
Estado. 

Art.  6.  La  Presidencia  de  la  República  de  Centro-América  será  ejercida 

alternativamente,  por  turno,  por  los  respectivo?  icrc>  de  Estado,  en  órdeii  alfa- 
bético de  naciones;  asi;  Costa-Rica,  Guatemala,  Honduras,  Nicaragua  y  el 
Salvador. 

Art.  7.  El  turno  será  anual  y  principiará  cl  15  dc  setiembre  del  corriente 
afio,  si  en  esa  fecha  hubiese  recibido  este  tratado  su  aprobación  definitiva,  y  si 
no  la  hubiese  recibido,  en  la  que  oportunamente  se  fije  por  la  mayoría  de  tos 
Estados. 
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Art  8.  El  Presidente  de  !.i  República  de  Ccntro-  Anicrica  será  asistido  por  un 
consejo  de  áo-^  delegados  por  cada  Estado,  q^ue  tendrán  el  carácter  de  Ministros 

Responsables. 

Art.  9.  La  falta  6  ausencia  de  aleuuos  de  dichcjs  Delegados,  siempre  quc 
concurriese  mayoría  absoluta,  no  ubstará  á  sus  deliberaciones  y  resoluciones. 

Art.  10.  Para  autorizar  sus  actos  y  ser  órgano  de  comunicación,  el  Presidente 
de  Centro-América  designará  uno  de  los  miembros  que  asuma  la  Secretaria  de 
Estado. 

AnT.  11.  Los  consejeros  serán  nombrados  por  un  afto,  por  el  Ejecutivo  de 
Estado,  pudiendo  ser  reelectos. 

Art.  1  z.  En  todas  las  resoluciones  que  afecten  la  politica  exterior  de  Centro- 
América,  el  Presidente  deberá  proceder  con  consulta  del  Consejo  y  con  el  voto 
de  la  mayoría  absoluta  de  los  que  asistan.  El  voto  del  Presidente  será  decisivo 
en  caso  de  empare. 

Art.  13.  Son  atribuciones  del  Presidente  de  Centro- América,  de  acuerdo  con 
el  Consejo  : 

(A)  Defender  la  independencia  y  el  honor  de  la  Nación,  y  la  inviolabilidad  de 
su  territorio. 

(B)  Observar  las  estipulaciones  del  presente  Tratado,  y  hacer  que  se  observen 
por  los  Estados. 

(C)  Procurar  por  medios  pacíficos  el  mantenimiento  del  órden  público  en  los 
Estados. 

(D)  Fijar  en  casos  necesarios  la  forma  y  recursos  con  que  cada  uno  de  ellos 

deba  contribuir  á  la  defensa  del  territorio  y  del  honor  nacionaL 

(E)  Nombrar  Ministros  Diplomáticos,  Cónsules  y  Agentes  Consulares. 

(F)  Recibir  á  los  Ministros  y  demás  Enviados  de  otras  nadonesy  dar  el  exe- 
quatur á  las  patentes  de  los  Cónsules  exrr.in'eroí. 

(G)  Cultivar  y  fomentar  las  relaciones  iiuernacionale?. 

(H)  Expedir  pasaportes  á  lo^  Ministros  y  Enviados  Je  otras  naciones,  y  reti- 
rar el  exequatur  á  ias  patentes  de  los  Cónsules  en  casos  previstos  por  la  lev. 

(I)  Fijar  el  presupuesto  y  forma  en  que  los  Estados  deben  concurrir  á  los 
^tos  comunes. 

(J)  Mantener  la  buena  armonia  entre  los  Estados. 

(K)  Celebrar  y  ratificar  en  su  caso  Tratados  de  paz,  amistad,  comercio,  nave- 
^i6n  y  extradiciones  6  convenciones,  contratos  y  estipulaciones  que  se  refieran 
á  los  intereses  generales  de  Centro- América;  debiéndose  someter  á  la  aproba- 
ción de  la  Asamblea  del  Estado  respectivo,  los  que  se  refieran  á  intereses  pecu- 
liares de  éste  6  que  se  hayan  verificado  á  su  solicitud. 

(L)  Procurar  el  mayor  ensanche  posible  de  las  vias  de  comunicación  entre 
ios  F,=tados  V  del  comercio  marítimo  en  su*;  rostas, 

(M)  Procurar  la  mayor  y  más  pronta  unilicación  de  monedas,  pesas  y  medi- 
da?, hnio  el  sistema  decimal  y  la  unión  fiscal  y  aduanera,  así  como  la  uniformi- 
dad cu  el  plati  <íc  estudios. 

Art.  1 4.  El  Consejo  queda,  además,  autorizado  para  desarrollar  en  sus  trabajos 
las  bases  que  conduzcan  á  unificar  los  intereses  de  Centro-América,  principal- 
mente en  el  ramo  de  legislación. 
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Art.  15,  La  representaci/jn  diplomática  y  consular  tcndri  efecto,  en  lo  SUOe> 
sivo,  en  nombre  de  la  República  do  Ccntri)-Amcnca. 

Art.  î6.  Para  ejercer  la  atribución  á  que  se  rctîerc  cl  inciso  E  del  \rriculo 
1 3,  cuidará  el  Consejo  con  ci^uidad  de  í^mc  de  los  diversos  Estados  procedan  los 
Representantes. 

Art.  17.  Es  entendido  que  siempre  que  un  Estado  necesite,  por  su  cuenta, 
una  representación  diplomática  6  consular,  ser£  designada  con  el  personal  que 
e!  mismo  Estado  indique. 

Art.  18.  £s  deber  principal  del  Consejo  mantener  la  armonía  fraternal  entre 
los  Estados,  7  si  sus  buenos  oficios  no  alcanzaren  el  efecto  deseado,  te  ocurrirá, 
indefectiblemente,  al  procedimiento  de  arbitraje. 

AnT.  Queda  reconocido  que  en  este  Tratado  no  se  lleva  más  mira  que  la 
de  apronmar  la  definitiva  organización  de  la  patria  Centro-americana  :  que  en 
consecuencia  no  se  tendrá  en  cuenta  orro  nrccedenre  ni  cabrá  orra  interpreta- 
ción en  sus  cláusulas  que  tiendan  i  ese  último  ñn,  por  los  medios  pacliicos  y  de 
recíproca  conveniencia. 

.Art.  20.  La  República  de  Centro-América  se  tendrá  por  t)rgani/ada  siempre 
que  concurra  más  de  un  Estado  á  su  ibrmacióa  ;  y  la  no  aceptación  de  alguna 
é  algunas  de  las  cláusulas  aqui  consignadas,  no  impedirá  que  el  Estado  que  la 
rechace,  entre  á  formar  parte  de  la  Unión,  siempre  que  á  juicio  dd  Consejo 
Ejecutivo  no  se  afecte,  esendalmente,  este  Pacto. 

Art.  21.  El  originario  de  cualquiera  de  los  Estados  no  se  tendrá  por  extran- 
jero en  otro  y  estará  en  las  condiciones  del  nadonal  si  manifiesta  su  deseo  de 
serlo  ante  ios  encargados  del  registro  civil. 

Art.  22.  La  capacidad  civil  y  política  del  centro-americano,  llenado  el  requi- 
sito del  articulo  anterior,  se  re|^rá  por  la  ley  del  Estado  en  que  resida  respecto 
de  los  actos  en  él  verificados. 

Ari'.  23.  En  consecuencia,  la  opción  á  que  se  refiere  el  artículo  21,  les  dará 
el  carácter  de  ciudadanos  naturales,  con  todos  sus  deberes  y  garantias,  y  el 
domicilio,  todos  los  derechos  y  cargos  de  vecindad,  sin  exclusión  alguna. 

Art.  24.  Los  documentos  expedidos  por  cualquier  luncionario,  precediendo 
su  legalización,  tendrán  fuerza  y  vigor  en  cualquier  Estado,  conforme  á  sus  leyes  ; 
pero  para  el  ejercicio  de  títulos  profesionales,  se  necesitará  además  el  pase  respec- 
tivo, y  para  el  ejercicio  del  notariado,  se  exige  también  llenar  los  requisitos  espe- 
ciales de  las  leyes  del  Estado. 

Aar.  2$.  Los  Estados  de  Centro- América  barán  causa  común  en  tas  cues- 
tiones internacionales  que  afecten  su  soberanía  é  independencia. 

Aar.  26.  El  auxilio  que  en  su  caso  preste  un  Estado  en  servicio  de  otro,  «eri 
por  cuenta  del  que  lo  proporciona. 

Ar.t.  2;'.  R!  Presidente  de  la  República  de  Centro- América,  de  acuerdo  con 
el  Consejo  Ejecutivo,  determinará  el  modo  y  forma  de  los  auxilios  para  que 
exista  unidad  de  acción. 

Art.  28.  La  disposición  del  mando  superior  de  las  fuerzas  se  subordinará  i 
la  del  Estado  en  que  se  encuentren;  salvo  que  el  Presidente  de  la  República 
asumiere  su  mando  directo.    El  auxiUo  debe  prestarse  en  el  lugar  del  conflicto. 
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Art.  29.  En  tales  casos,  todo  Io  relativo  á  la  paz  se  dcicrnnnará  por  el 
Ejecutivo  Nacional. 

Art.  30.  La  paz,  enere  los  Estados  de  Centro-América,  será  garantizada  por 
el  reconocimiento  del  principio  de  no  intervención.  Esto  no  impide  el  reciproco 
y  espontáneo  auxilio  que  se  presten  los  Estados  para  el  mantenimiento  de  la 
paz,  cuando  i  ello  sean  requeridos. 

Art.  31.  En  consecuencia,  ningún  Jefe  de  los  Estados  podrá  ingerirse  de  motu 
propio  en  ninguna  forma  en  las  cuestiones  de  régimen  interno  de  otro  Estado. 

Art.  32.  En  cumplimiento  del  articulo  18,  cuando  uno  de  los  Estados  se  crea 
amenazado  ú  ofendido  por  otro,  dirigirá  un  memorandum  al  Consejo  Ficcutivo 
en  el  que  se  tic  cuenta  de  los  detalles  del  conflicto  pendiente  y  se  ofrezcan  todas 
las  explicaciones  necesarias,  manteniéndose  las  cosas  mientras  tanto  in  stain  ijao. 

Art.  33.  Oiüa  la  otra  parte,  y  no  iieiido  ellca/.  la  intervención  conciliadora 
del  Consejo  Ejecutivo,  se  prevendrá  á  las  partes  que  dentro  del  plazo  que  se  ñje, 
nombren  un  irbitro.  En  caso  de  desacuerdo,  la  designación  la  hará  el  mismo 
Consejo.  Para  las  resoluciones  que  hayan  de  tomarse  en  estos  casos,  el  Consto 
se  tcndri  por  formado  con  los  miembros  que  no  tuvieren  intereses  directos  en  la 
cuestión;  y  si  el  Presidente  de  la  República  estuviese  en  el  caso  de  separarse,  los 
miembros  hábiles  designarán  por  mayoría  la  persona  que  tendrá  doble  voto  para 
el  caso  de  empate.    El  laudo  arbitral  tendrá  fuerza  de  sentencia  definitiva. 

Art.  34.  Ningún  Estado  autorizará  ni  consentirá  en  su  territorio  actos  de 
hostilidad  contra  aletmo  de  los  otros. 

Art.  La  concentraciAn  de  emigrados  políticos,  se  hará  sin  más  trámites 
que  la  demanda  del  Gobierno  interesado. 

Art.  36.  El  derecho  de  asilo  es  in\iulablc  asi  en  los  Estados  como  cn  la 
República,  salvo  en  los  casos  previstos  cn  los  pactos  de  extradición. 

Art.  37.  Las  responsabilidades  pecuniarias  ó  de  cualquier  otro  género  que 
hayan  contraído,  6  que  en  lo  sucesivo  contraigan  los  respectivos  Estados,  serán 
peculiares  del  obligado. 

Art.  38.  Para  que  en  las  Constituciones  de  los  Estados  domine  el  mismo 
espíritu  politico  que  ha  de  âdUtar  su  misión  definitiva,  establecen  como  bases  de 
su  derecho  público  constitucional,  las  siguientes: 

(A)  Separación  de  la  Iglesia  y  del  Estado,  y  el  respeto  absoluto  á  las  creencias. 

(B)  La  libertad  de  imprenta  sin  previa  censura.  Los  delitos  y  faltas  de 
imprenta  quedan  subjctos  al  conocimiento  y  represir^n  de  los  Tribunales. 

(C)  La  libertad  de  tentar,  con  la  sola  restricción  oue  las  leyes  especiales  hjcn 
para  las  herencias  ó  legados  á  favor  de  las  in&tltuciones  de  carácter  religioso  y 
para  los  alimentos  debidos. 

(D)  La  inviolabilidad  de  la  vida  humana  para  delitos  políticos. 

(E)  Absoluta  igualdad  en  la  capacidad  civil  del  hombre  y  de  la  mujer. 

(F)  El  carácter  puramente  dvil  de  los  actos  que  establezcan  ó  modifiquen  la 
capacidad  civil  de  las  personas,  sin  que  esto  impida  la  celebración  de  cualquier 
ceremonia  religiosa. 

(G)  La  abotición  de  toda  vinculación  6  institución  de  manos  muertas,  salvo 
aqudla»  que  tuviesen  algún  objeto  de  beneficencia  ó  de  instrucción  pública. 
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(H)  La  garantía  de  há  ¡x  as  corpus. 

(I)  ].a  inviolabilidad  de  la  propiedad,  salvo  el  caso  de  expropiari<^n,  por 
utilidad  y  necesidad  públicas,  legalmente  comprobadas  y  previa  indemnización, 
que  en  caso  de  guerra  podrá  no  ser  previa. 

(j)  La  absoluta  independencia  entre  los  Poderes  Legislativo,  Ejecutivo  y 
Jttdîcial. 

(K)  La  inviolabilidad  de  tas  persona»,  salvo  el  caso  de  delito  6  falta,  no 
podiendo  durar  la  detención  para  inquirir  mis  de  «neo  días. 

(L)  La  no  retroactividad  de  las  leyes  sustantivas,  salvo  en  materia  penal  cuando 
^vorecen  al  reo;  mas  no     permiten  la  confiscación  ni  et  tormento. 

(N)  Se  reconoce  el  derecho  de  petición  individual  6  colectiva. 

(O)  Se  reconoce  el  derecho  de  reunión  pacificamente  y  sin  armas  y  para  fines 

llcÍío<í. 

(P)  E\  dereclio  de  defensa  es  inviolable. 

(Q)  Todo  ciudadano  es  libre  para  fijar  su  domicilio,  y  para  entrar  al  país  6 
salir  de  él,  salvo  el  caso  de  estar  sujeto  á  responsabilidades. 

(R^  El  domicilio  es  inviolable  y  no  puede  allanarse  sino  en  los  casos  y  con  las 
formalidades  que  la  ley  prescribe. 

(S)  En  ningún  caso  se  podrán  ocupar,  ni  menos  examinar  los  papeles  privados 
de  los  hatñtantes  de  la  Repfiblica,  sin  orden  de  juez  competente, 

(T)  La  enseñanza  es  libre,  salvo  las  restricciones  que  exija  la  moralidad  ;  pero 
la  que  se  àé  en  los  establecimientos  costeados  por  el  Estado,  es  laica,  gratuita  y 
obligatoria. 

La  igualdad  ante  la  ley. 

Art.  39.  La  declaración  de  estos  principios  no  obsta  para  que  cada  Estado 
consigne  en  su  constitución  los  mâ>  que  juzgue  convenientes. 

Art.  40.  î,o$  traîado?  anteriores  celebrados  entre  ios  Estados,  quedarán 
vigciucs  en  lo  c]ue  110  se  oponean  al  presente  Pacto. 

Art.  41.  El  Consejo  Ejecutivo,  trans-curridos  5  años,  ó  antes  si  tucrc  posible, 
convocará  una  Asamblea  Nacional  que  dicte  la  Constitución  definitiva  de  Centro- 
América.    Dicho  plazo  seri  prorrogable  á  juicio  del  Consejo  Ejecutivo. 

La  Asamblea  Nacional  se  compondrá  de  10  representantes  propietarios  por 
cada  Estado  y  de  5  suplentes. 

Art.  42.  El  Escudo  de  Armas  y  pabellón  de  Centro-América,  serán  los  de  la 
antigua  Fedcraci  'n. 

El  presente  Tratado  será  sometido  á  la  aprobación  de  las  Asambleas  ó  Con- 
stituyentes respectivas,  que  serán  convocadas  oportunamente  por  cada  Estado; 
procurando  obtener  su  ratificación  ante?  del  próximo  15  de  septiembre. 

Sin  embargo,  si  en  esa  fecha  faltase  alguna  ó  todas  las  ratificaciones,  eso  no 
invalidará  lo  estipulado. 

Este  Pacto  se  tendrá  por  aceptado,  sin  necesidad  de  canje,  desde  el  día  en 
que  todos  los  Gobiernos  de  Centro- América  se  hayan  comunicado  la  aprobación 
de  sus  respectivos  Congresos. 
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En  fc  de  lo  cual,  los  intrascritos,  Plenipotenciarios,  lo  hcino'>  firmado  y  sellado 
en  número  de  3  ejemplares,  en  Guatemala,  á  15  de  junio  del  ano  de  1897. 

Antonio  Batres. 
M  AMANO  CitVZ. 

Antonio  GonzXlbz  Saravu. 
Leónidas  Pacheco. 
T.  G.  Bonilla. 
Manuel  Delgado. 

Sfrvue  «levarlo  al  conodmiento  del  sellor  Presidente  para  que,  consideráis 
dolo  detenidamente,  exprese  á  la  Dieta  lo  qne  tenga  á  bien. 
De  Ud.  atento  S.  S. 

£.  Mendoza. 


RAMIÉ. 

SU  CULTIVO  Y  MANUFACTURAS. 

Los  experimentos  qne  han  venido  pracriciindosr  por  muclios 
años  han  demostrado  (pie  el  ramir  puede  ser  cultivado  con  éxito 
y  con  buen  resultado  económico  en  muchas  localidades  de  la 
América  del  Sur,  América  Central,  México  y  los  Estados  Unidos. 

La  razón  por  la  cual  la  producción  de  esta  valiosa  planta  no 
ha  pasado  nunca  en  aquellos  países  del  estado  experimental,  se 
explica  por  el  hecho  de  que  en  el  continente  americano  no  hay 
mercado  para  la  fibra  cruda  descortezada  á  máquina,  técnicamente 
conocida  con  el  nombre  de  **ramié  comercial,"  que  debe  ser  suce- 
sivamente lini[)iàJa,  desgomada,  separada  y  peinada. 

Hasta  ahora  no  ha  habido  en  este  continente  iábricas  dedicadas 
propia  Ò  exclusivamente  á  convertir  la  fibra  cruda,  ó  la  oriental 
ya  limpiada,  en  las  varias  formas  de  géneros  manutacturados  á  que 
es  adaptable. 

Dícese  por  conductos  autorizados  que  en  las  Islas  británicas  y 
en  el  Continente  europeo  hay  muchas  de  estas  âbricas  que  traba- 
jan con  éxito,  las  cuales  son  surtidas  de  material  crudo  de  India, 
China  ó  Japón,  que  viene  limpiado  á  mano,  descortezado  y  pre- 
parado para  los  telares,  al  bajo  precio  de  los  salarios  de  aquellos 
países. 

De  poco  tiempo  á  esta  parte,  las  aplicaciones  mecánicas  han 
sido  perfeccionadas  de  modo  que  el  proceso  de  descortezaniiento, 
limpieza  y  desgome,  asi  como  la  separación  de  la  ñbra,  puedan  ser 
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llevados  á  cabo  por  ia  labor  inteligente  de  ios  varios  países  de 
Amtrica. 

Para  hacer  del  ramié  una  de  las  industrias  más  prominentes  y 
productivas  del  día,  no  íklta  sino  establecer  fabricas  para  con- 
tratar y  usar  la  fibra  cruda  en  escala  proporcional  á  la  producción 
posible.  Como  un  paso  en  este  sentido,  y  al  objeto  de  alentar  y 
proteger  la  nueva  y  beneficiosa  industria,  se  ha  sometido  el  asunto 
â  la  consideración  de  las  Cámàras  del  Gobierno  de  los  Estados 
Unidos,  y  la  incdida  será  detendida  con  el  empeño  y  la  fe  que  la 
empresa  merece. 

De  una  comunicación  dirigida  esta  Oficina  por  Mr.  S.  H, 
Slaugut,  de  Washington,  D.  C,  tomamos  el  seguinte  extracto: 

La  induatria  del  ramié  en  este  pafs  ha  tenido  la  fortuna  de  presentarse  en  con- 
diciones especiales,  á  causa  de  su  supuesta  naturaleza  tropical,  y  de  caer  en 
manos  de  aquellos  que  solo  piensan  en  la  producción  de  algo  que  exportar  i 

Europa,  en  harmonía  con  sus  ideas  y  demandas,  sin  preocuparse  del  consumo  nacio- 
nal    de  la  fabricación.    Para  demostrar  y  desenvolver  la  inmensa  riqueza  y 

el  halagüeño  prospecto  econí^mico  de  la  industria  Jcl  ramié,  debemos  contar  con 
un  mercado  local  para  la  ribra  descortezada  á  máquina,  y  á  este  electo  debe  haber 
una  ó  varias  fábricas  por  cuyo  medio  pueda  convertirse  aquella  fibra  en  géneros 
para  el  consuma  de  nuestra  pohlaci<Sn.  Esto  v  nada  menos  que  esto  servirá  para 
estimular  el  cultivo  de  ia  planta  y  la  inauguración  con  éxito  de  aquella  indus- 
tria. Una  máquina  descortezadora  perfeccionada  no  llenaría  por  si  sola  aquel 
objeto. 

El  capital  para  la  instalación  de  maquinarias  ó  su  perfieccionamimto  no  pue- 
de obtenerse  antes  de  que  exista  una  demanda  para  su  empleo,  y  esto  tendri 
lugar  cuando  las  ftbricás  que  trabajan  la  fibra  cruda  pueden  contratar  con  el 

agricultor  el  cultivo  de  la  planta.  Esto  es  lo  que  yo  propongo  que  se  haga. 
Nadie  puede  plantar  ramié  en  grande  escala  ó  instalar  maquinarias  mientras  no 
exista  un  mercado  para  la  materia  prima. 

Ahora  lo  que  la  pohlaci'in  necesita  es  dcdicar<;e  á  la  industria  del  ramié  y 
sembrar  menos  trigo,  algodón,  maíz,  etc.,  para  producir  mas  lana  y  seda  que  se 
emplean  en  conexión  con  el  ramié,  y  atender  al  consumo  nacional  con  nuestros 
propios  materiales.  Nosotros  podemos  producir  mejor  y  más  barato  y  con- 
tribuir      à  una  economia  de  dinero  en  el  pais. 

Cuento  con  los  edificios  necesarios,  y  la  mayor  parte  de  la  maquinaria  está  ya 
dispuesta  para  su  empleo  en  las  fSbricas.  Para  dar  comienzo  á  los  trabajos,  im- 
portaremos la  fibra  (que  no  puede  obtenerse  en  este  continente)  de  la  India,  ya 
descortezada  y  limpia,  y  al  mismo  tiempo  sembraremos  un  campo  de  ramié  para 
demostrar  su  posibilidad.  Después  de  recorda  la  cosecha,  se  practicarán  las 
operaciones  de  descortezaraiento,  limpieza,  desgome,  separación  y  peinado  de 
la  fibra,  para  manufacturarla  por  último  y  convertirla  en  articulo  para  el  mercado. 

Cuando  la  fílbricas  estén  en  movimiento,  contrataremos  también  la  compra 
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de  ñbra  cruda  producida  en  los  Estados  Unidos  y  los  países  de  la  América  latina, 
pagando  6  centavos  por  libra  neta,  si  nuestro  Gobierno  nos  proteee  y  contamos 
con  la  cDoperación  de  los  que  desean  aprovecharse  de  los  bencñcios  de  la  empresa, 
por  un  periodo  de  cinco  años.  Nosotros  podremos  pagar  á  los  cosecheros  de 
aquella  planta  el  doble  del  prcc'ui  obtenible  para  la  exportación,  ba'«o  cualesquiera 
circunstancias.  Kn  antejiorcs  artículos  sobre  la  materia,  he  ctíiii.¡k,'nado  que 
cada  acre  de  tierra  puede  producir  1,000  libras  de  fibra  cruda  seca  en  cada  corte, 
6  tres  6  cuatro  mil  libras  en  tres  6  cuatro  cortes,  y  que  una  maquinaria  por 
valor  de  $3,000  puede  levantar,  cortar,  descortezar,  secar  y  embalar  en  sesenta 
dias  la  fibra  cruda  de  ramié,  destinada  i  la  ñbrica  6  al  mercado,  que  pueda  pro- 
ducirse en  loo  ó  1 50  acres.  Afinque  no  lo  he  dicho  antes,  consignaré  ahora  que 
con  un  desembolso  de  $3,000  puedo  atender  á  de  aquella  suerte  una  extensión  de 
200  acres.  También  aseguro  que  un  acre  puede  producir  20,000  libras  de  fibra 
verde  en  dos  cortes. 

Será  interesante  saber  que  se  están  haciendo  grandes  esfuerzos 
en  la  debida  dirección  con  el  objeto  de  promover  la  industria  del 
lamic  en  beneficio  de  toda  la  población  del  Nuevo  Mundo.  A 
continuación  transcribo  un  extracto  de  los  documentos  47  y  57 
del  Senado  de  los  Estados  Unidos.  Congreso  ^4,  sesión  2*: 

FOMENTO    nr    LA    INDUSTRIA    DEl.  RAMiÉ. 

Mi  objeto  es  hacer  que  el  rúblico  se  apodere  de  esta  industria  y  la  promueva, 
6  mejor  dicho,  la  explote  en  gran  escala.  Lo  que  del  Gobierno  solicito  tiende 
á  ese  fin,  y  no  solamente  h  que  nos  ayude  en  In*  eastos  que  naturalmente  se 
hacen  ai  establecer  una  nueva  empresa,  especialmente  laa  Je  inanuíacturas  tcxiiles. 
£1  público  sabe  muy  bien  que  el  subsidio  que  solicito  del  Gobierno  es  indispen- 
sable para  fundar  la  empresa  y  que  su  éxito  es  seguro  si  cuenta  con  la  protenciÓn 
gubernativa.  En  este  caso  todo  el  mundo  se  roostrari  gustoso  i  cooperar,  y  eso 
es  precisamente  lo  que  deseamos.  ,  No  busco  un  empleo  vitalicio,  ni  una  posición 
política,  y  lo  único  que  pretendo  es  crear  para  mi  país  una  gran  industria  cuyos 
benéficos  resultados  para  todos  se  obtengan  en  breve,  que,  por  lo  menos,  dentro 
de  tres  i  cinco  aftos  nos  economice  varios  centenares  de  millones,  evitando  que 
esa  cantidad  en  oro  se  vaya  anualmente  para  el  exterior.  Los  agricultores  serán 
también  favorecido^,  lo  cual  es  un  beneficio  p.irri  roJn«,  v  ,i<5  miímo  lo^;  nei'ooios 
en  gener  al  prosperarán  y  con  ellos  !a  nac  í '11  entera.  Además  de  esto,  ei  empleo 
del  trabajo  manual  c  intelectinil  en  c^tas  inJu-<tr'ni?  es  bénefico  para  todas.  Los 
géneros  que  se  fabricarían  cuitarían  la  niitad  de  lo  que  ahora  se  paga  por  ellos 
en  el  extranjero  ($100,000,000  anualmente),  y  de  este  modo  todos  los  habitantes 
del  país  reportarían  beneficios.  Quiero  hacer  de  la  industria  del  ramié  una 
industria  nacional  para  que  la  juventud  pueda  sacar  provecho  de  los  diversos 
tráficos  á  que  se  prestará,  y  se  dedique  á  ella  desde  que  está  recibiendo  su 
educación  escolar. 

IMPORTANCIA  DE  LA  INDVSTKIA  DBL  KASflf. 

El  ramié  es  extraído  de  la  corteza  de  una  planta  perenne  que  ha  sido  cultivada 
por  siglos  en  China,  Japón,  Ja\  a,  India  y  otras  naciones  orientales.    Es  más 
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fuerte  que  la  seda,  de  un  lustre  casi  igual  al  de  ésta,  y  los  géneros  con  ¿1  fabri- 
cados tienen  mejores  condiciones  de  durabilidad  que  los  de  seda.  Es  un  pro- 
ducto  de  gran  importancia  en  aquellos  países,  de  los  cuales  lo  importan  las 
naciones  europea;  para  fabricar  con  la  mayor  pane  géneros  de  seda  y  estambre, 
que  compramos  nosotros. 

Por  mucho  tiempo  ha  venido  Ilamánvio^c  la  atención  publica  hacia  c-1  cultivo 
de  esta  planta  y  su  empleo  en  la  íabricuci  ün.  Es  una  planta  muy  prolírica; 
en  China,  en  latitudes  equivalentes  á  las  nuestras,  produce  tres  cosechas  al  año, 
una  cada  dos  meses  durante  la  estación  del  cultivo.  Cada  cosecha  produce  i 
razón  de  1,000  libras  de  fibra  cruda  y  seca  por  acre. 

Cuando  esta  industria  se  haya  establecido  bien  aqui,  se  abrirá  un  mercado  que 
sostendrá  una  gran  población  agrícola  y  muchas  empresas  manufactureras,  haciendo 
de  esta  suerte  más  diversas  nuestras  industrias. 

FACILIDAD  DBL  CULTIVO. 

El  ramié  puede  crecer  bien  en  los  Estados  Unidos,  desde  el  suelo  cálido  de 
Ncvv  Jersey  hasta  la  Florida,  así  como  en  todos  ¡os  F^radoí  del  í-ut,  (].ie  quedan 
cerca  de  la  costa  del  Paciíico,  y  al  norte  hasta  el  Est.ulo  de  W  .1  hiufcon.  Pio- 
duciría  no  menos»  de  dos  cosechas  al  año.  Se  sabe  que  el  ramic  puede  producir, 
recibiendo  el  debido  cuidado,  por  quince  y  veinte  aftos  sin  necesidad  de  resem- 
brarlo. £1  producto,  por  consiguiente,  es  grande,  seguro  y  comparativamente 
de  poco  costo  para  el  cultivador,  después  de  la  primera  cosecha. 

£1  ramié,  propiamente  sembrado,  cubre  todo  el  terreno  y  crece  con  tal  vigor 
que  no  admite  la  invasión  de  la  hierba  y  hace  innecesario  su  cultivo  después  del 
transcurso  del  primer  año. 

Debe  ser  cortado  cuando  aun  está  verik-,  poco  después  que  los  tallos  empiezan 
á  tomar  el  color  oscuro  hacia  la  raiz.  Debe  también  cultivarse  en  una  exten- 
sii^n  de  terreno  suficiente,  ya  sea  por  particulares  6  por  una  comunidad,  para 
iuitificar  el  uso  de  la  macjuinaria  encargada  de  cortar,  levantar,  romper,  separar, 
secar  y  enfardar,  de  modo  míe  dicha  maquinaria  pueda  trabajar  coii.t:i¡itcTnentc 
desde  el  primer  corte  hasta  c¡  fui  de  ia  esiaci/in.  La  habilitaci<5n  para  ¡a  maqui- 
naria costaría  unos  $3,000  y  seria  suñcientc  para  una  extensión  de  100  i  150  acres. 

El  ramié  crudo  de  la  China  se  vende  á  6  centavos  la  libra  en  nuestros  mer- 
cados y  a  aunque  es  más  limpio  que  la  libra  cruda  producida  de  la  manera 
arriba  expuesta,  siempre  obtendría  ésta  un  precio  igual  en  virtud  de  la  extensión 
de  la  demanda,  cuando  la  industria  quedara  definitivamente  establecida. 

Puede  asegurarse  que  sembrando  cien  acres  y  sometiéndolos  al  cultivo  arriba 
indicado,  el  ramié  no  puede  producir  por  término  medio  menos  de  ^50  y  hasta 
$  1 00  por  acre  en  el  espacio  de  cinco  años  ó  más.    Este  cálculo  no  es  exagerado. 

Todas  las  operaciones  son  practicadas  á  m.íouina,  con  poca  asistencia  ma- 
nual. Las  pencas  6  tallos  son  prensados  entre  cilindros  y  los  pedazos  leñosos 
separados  de  la  savia  f^c^ca,  dejando  después  que  la  corteza  cruda  que  contiene 
la  fibra  sea  tunJucida  á  través  del  secador,  por  medio  de  máquina,  al  enfardador. 
La  leña  asi  separada  puede  empicar>e  como  combustible,  Jejandu  la  ceni/a  y 
residuos  para  abono,  si  es  necesario. 
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Esta  iîbra  cruda  enfardada  pasa  á  los  fabricantes  para  prepararla  al  objeto  de 
cardarla  é  hilarla.  En  este  estado,  la  ñbra  contiene  toda  la  corteza  excerior, 
tal  ve/  alguno^  fragmentos  de  leña,  v  está  üena  de  eoma. 

Kl  pro; ''isitõ  dei  proceso  subàiguience  e>  limpi.ir  hi  nbra,  separando  la  corteza 
y  los  fratMncruos  de  leña,  si  los  hay,  junto  mn  uii.i  irran  cantidad  de  goma, 
dejando  las  tibrus  con  goma  ^unciente  pafa  mantenerlas  unidas.  La  limpieza  de 
la  fibra  se  lleva  á  cabo  por  medio  de  máquina  con  asistencia  manual,  como  se 
deja  dicho,  y  puede  practicarse  en  la  cantidad  y  extensión  que  se  desee. 

Hasta  este  punto,  las  operaciones  pueden  llevarse  &  cabo  por  medio  de  maqui- 
naría, que  requiere  solamente  la  práctica  ordinaria  en  la  manipulación,  la  cual  se 
obtiene  por  experiencia. 

La  operación  final  para  el  completo  desgome  de  la  fibra,  requiere  la  habilidad 
y  juicio  del  perito  que  ha  de  dirigir  la  operacirSn  con  cuidudo  é  inteligencia 
para  poder  llevar  á  cabo  la  separación  de  la  ñbra  en  hebras  (que  son  de  j  á  6 
pulgadas  de  largo)  y  desprender  la  goma  que  une  las  fibras  entre  sí.  Este  desgome 
es  mucho  má?  difícil  y  c>  la  operación  más  particular  é  importante  de  todas,  pues 
la  fibra  de  3  á  6  puljaJas  de  largo  es  una  fibra  delicada,  tan  fina  como  la  seda, 
la  cual  debe  quedar  completamente  libre  de  goma  y  separadas  las  unas  de  las  otras 
sin  dañar  su  brillo  6  su  resistencia.  Deben  quedar  tan  limpias  y  separadas  como 
la  lana  ó  el  pelo  de  camello  6  la  alpaca,  de  suerte  que  puedan  emplearse  en  la 
fabricación  de  géneros,  por  medio  de  máquina. 

Todo  este  trabajo  de  preparación  final  debe  ser  practicado  por  medio  de 
máquina»  bajo  la  vigilancia  de  un  perito,  por  medio  de  un  proceso  de  ablan- 
damiento, absorción  y  separadón  de  la  goma  sin  manipulación  ruda,  dejando  el 
producto  final  en  la  condición  arriba  descrita.  Dicho  procedimiento  ha  sido 
completamente  experimentado  y  empleado  con  éxito. 


HAWAII  Y  ALASKA. 

Respondiendo  á  la  gran  necesidad  de  informes  relativos  á  la 
República  de  Hawaii  y  el  territoris  de  Alaska,  con  motivo  de  los 
últimos  acontecimientos  políticos  y  comerciales,  el  Bureau  de  las 
Repúblicas  Americanas  ha  publicado  en  forma  de  **hand  book" 

los  últimos  informes  y  datos  oficiales  que  han  podido  obtenerse 
rei-[)(-ct()  de  a4uelles  países. 

El  '4iand  book"  de  Hawaii  es  una  publicación  de  180  páginas  y 
contiene  un  mapa  detallado  de  aquellas  islas,  preparado  por  la 
oñcina  de  inspección  geodésica  y  costera  de  los  Estados  Unidos. 

El  referido  ^hand  book,*'  trata  de  los  recursos  naturales  de  aquel 
país  y  de  su  industria  y  comercio. 

Contiene  adamas  un  interesante  y  conciso  bosi^uejo  histórico  de 
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lás  islas  desde  su  decubrimiento  en  1778  por  cl  navegante  inglés, 
Captain  Cook,  hasta  el  presente. 

£1  arca  total  de  las  varias  islas  que  componen  el  archipiélago 
se  calcula  en  el  ''hand  book"  en  6,740  millas  cuadradas  y  la 

población  en  109,000  habitantes,  según  el  censo  de  1897.  Kl 
clima  t's  salu(lal)le  y  libre  de  fiebres  virulentas  y  destructoras. 

I  )ebitlo  á  un  cuidadoso  sistema  de  cuarentenas,  las  referidas  islas 
han  estado  exentas  en  estos  últimos  años  de  invasiones  epidémicas. 

Un  cuadro  estadístico  de  las  exportaciones  é  importaciones  por 
los  años  de  1894  y  1895  muestra  que  el  comercio  de  aquellas 
islas  es  prácticamente  monopolizado  por  los  Estados  Unidos. 

£1  hand  book  "  de  Alaska  es  un  trabajo  de  1 30  páginas,  y  como 
el  de  Hawaii  contiene  un  mapa  hecho  según  datos  oficiales. 

Gran  parte  del  trabajo  se  refiere  al  reciente  descubrimiento  de 
oro  en  el  distrito  de  Yukon,  así  como  á  la  posición  y  extensión  de 
los  campos  de  oro  y  diversos  caminos  para  llegar  á  ellos. 

Las  leyes  de  minas  de  los  Estados  Unidos  aplicables  á  Alaska 
están  transcritas  á  la  letra.  Los  que  deseen  ejemplares  de  este 
hand  book,  pueden  obtenerlos  solicitándolos  del  Bureau;  se  cobra- 
rán veinte  y  cinco  centavos  por  cada  ejemplar  para  cubrir  los 
gastos  de  impresión. 


COMERCIO  MISCELANEO. 

BRASIL 

Rl  Gobierno  del  Estado  de  Pará,  Brasi!,  ha  abierto 

Acucdncto  dft  Pací. 

blica  subasta  para  la  \  enta  y  extcnsir'n  de¡  actual  acue- 
ducto de  la  ciudad  de  Pará.  Las  proposiciones  no  serán  admitidas  después 
del  18  de  noviembre  próximo. 

•     Varios  comerciantes  de  Rio  de  Janeiro  han  fletado  dos 
Trif o  «mericsao.       ,  ,      .  X  • 

barcos  que  estftn  ahora  en  San  Francisco,  para  cargar 

trigo  de  California  con  destino  i  Río.    Ésta  es  la  primera  vez  que  ocurre  tal 

cosa,  y  se  atribuye  á  la  escasez  de  la  cosecha  en  la  República  Ai^ntina  y  el 

Uruguay. 

COLOMBIA. 

El  Vice  C5nsul  General  Sr.  Dn.  C.  J.  VirovAW, 

Acueducto  dfl  PftttftinA. 

comunica  al  Departamento  de  Estado,  con  fecha  20  de 
julio,  que  el  Departamento  de  Panamá  ha  firmado  un  contrato  con  los 
Seftores  Emile  Lebrok  y  Belisaikz  Marenovich,  de  Bélgica,  para  U  construcción 
de  un  ecueducto  en  Panamá.  Este  contrato  fué  firmado  el  29  de  junio 
último,  y  en  él  se  estipula  que  los  trabajos  habrán  de  empezar  dentro  de  seis 
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mesa,  k  contar  desde  la  fecha  en  que  el  contrato  quede  firmado.  La  obra 
habrá  de  quedar  terminada  en  dos  años  \'  medio.  El  agua  será  tomada  del  río 
Juan  Diaz,  quince  millas  de  distancia,  que  es  capaz  de  surtir  la  ciudad  de  buena 
agua  potable. 

Hasta  ahora,  la  población  se  ha  visto  obligado  á  beber  agua  de  lluvia. 

MÉXICO. 

^  Ha  sido  de  tal  chcacia  la  indicación  hecha  á  los  tabri- 

cantes  de  los  Estados  L  nidos  por  Mr.  Ioskph  G,  Don- 
KELLY,  Cónsul  General  en  Nuevo  Laredo,  México,  en  comunicación  dirigida  al 
Departamento  de  Estado,  con  fecha  4  de  abril  de  1897,  relativa  al  establecimiento 
agencias  comerciales  para  la  distribución  en  México  de  las  manufacturas 
americanas,  que  ya  se  están  dando  pasos,  según  comunica  el  referido  Cónsul 
con  fecha  2 1  de  julio,  para  llevar  i  cabo  aquel  plan,  cuya  ínauguradón  tendrá 
lugar  en  breve  plazo.  En  comunicación  de  Mr.  Reuben  D.  GtoacE,  Cónsul  en 
Kogales,  México,  que  aparece  en  otro  lugar  de  esta  publicación,  se  indica 
también  la  conveniencia  del  planteamiento  de  aquella,  empresa. 

NICARAGUA. 

Revoccwo  del  impucto  ^«  los  Estados  Unidos  Sefior  O'HAm*.  co- 

lete*  te  (ona  «Msttca.  munica  de  San  Juan  del  Norte  al  Departamento  de  Es- 
tado, con  fecha  14  de  junio,  que  el  Gobierno  de  Nicaragua  ha  revocado  la 
orden  expedida  recientemente,  por  la  cual  se  imponía  un  derecho  de  exportación 
^e  10  centavos  por  libra  (moneda  nicaragüense)  sobre  la  goma  embarcada  por 
aquel  puerto. 

_  j  ■  ,     ,  l'or  un  decreto  del  Riccutivo,  expedido  el  g  de  marzo 

sobre  bicicleta*.  ¿q  1897,  se  reducen  á  cinco  centavos  por  libra,  peso  bruto 
{2.02  centavos  en  moneda  americana),  lo«>  derechos  sobre  las  biclicletas  importadas 
•en  Nicaragua.  Hasta  eiuoiucs  los  derechos  habían  sido  de  diez  centavos,  con 
un  recargo  de  ciento  por  ciento,  un  total  de  zo  centavos  (uno&  nueve  centavos  en 
moneda  americana)  por  libra,  peso  bruto. 

Según  dice  el  Cónsul  Sr.  O'Hara,  no  hay  duda  de  que  Nicaragua  ofrece  buen 
prospecto  para  la  venta  de  bicicletas;  hace  tres  meses  no  podían  verse  más  de 
dos  bicicletas  en  las  calles  de  Managua,  pero  ahora  se  ven  por  todas  partes,  y  la 
demanda  aumenta  cada  dfa. 

PERÚ. 

^     ^    ,  ,  -       .  El  Presidente  del  Perú,  en  decreto  de  24.  de  iunío  de 

Derechos  del  nsco  abona-  ~ 

bles  ca  libra»  esterünfcs.     I  897,  autoriza  cl  papo  de  los  derechos  del  fisco  en  libras 

esterlinas,  dmero  acuñado,  á  rasón  de  una  libra  por  cada  diez  so/es. 

URUGUAY. 

_  _      „,         Sepún  noticias  recientes  del  Urupunv,  cl  Congreso  de 

UD  puerta     coMBina.  -  o 

esta  Repúi^lica  ha  autori/.aUo  dchnitivamcnte  la  construc- 
ción de  un  puerto  en  Coronilla,  conforme  al  proyecto  presentado  por  Mr. 
Bull.  iSü.  3  8 
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Edvitard  Cooper,  de  Montevideu.  La  medida  es  de  la  mayor  importancia^  en 
vista  de  la  gran  cxportaci(^n  de  ganado  del  Uruguay. 

Una  descripción  detallada  del  proyecto  de  puerto  con  sus  planos,  tal  como 
ha  sido  presentado  por  Mr.  Cooper,  se  publicó  en  el  "Boletín  Meusual"  de 
Noviembre,  1894. 

Importacldn  de  .«g«.  y  ScHRAM.  CÓOSttl  de  I08  EstadoS  UlliaOS  en 

cordtíe».  .  Uruguay,  comunica  al  Departamento  de  Estado»  con 
fecha  3  de  julio  de  1897,  algunos  datos  interesantes  en  contestación  i  las 
numerosas  preguntas  sobre  la  importación  en  el  Uruguay  de  sogas,  cordeles,  y 
demás  variedades  de  cuerdas.  Dice  Mr.  SciiaAM  que  de  los  cordeles  y  sQgas  de 
todas  clases,  hechos  de  maguey  ó  aloe  meacícano,  hubo  luia  importación  total  por 
valor  de  ^18,930,  de  cuya  cantidad  corresponden  á  los  Estados  Unidos  $6,396, 
6  sea  una  tercera  aproximadamente.  Los  derechos  de  importacit'jn  de  esta  clase 
de  artículos  son  de  3 1  por  ciento,  5  por  ciento,  y  por  ciento  sobre  un  promedio 
de  valuación  de  50  á  76  centavos  por  kilógramo. 

De  sogas,  en  general,  se  importaron  §78,849;  de  esta  cantidad  corresponden 
á  los  Estados  Unidos  $9,032.  Los  derechos  sobre  esta  üiuina  cantidad  son  de 
31  por  ciento,  5  por  ciento,  y  2%  por  ciento  sobre  una  valuación  de  21  centavos 
por  kilógramo  para  la  cuerda  de  Manila,  y  de  154  19  centavos  para  las  cuerdas 
de  inferior  calidad. 

El  cordel  torcido  i  miquina,  que  se  usa  en  la  recolección  de  tas  cosechas,  paga 
con  arreglo  i  otra  sección  del  arancel,  sobre  un  avallSo  de  32  centavos  por 
Idlógramo. 

La  importación  procedente  de  los  Estados  Unidos  en  1896,  fué  de  467,871 
kilÓgramos,  valuados  en  $149,718. 

VENEZUELA. 

.  .  Por  la  atenta  mediación  del  Sr.  Andrade,  Ministro  de 

Dispociciones  para  prevé  ' 

nir  colisiones  en  el  mar.  Venezuela,  esta  Oficina  ha  obtenido  un  ejemplar  de  un 
decreto  del  Ejecutivo,  promulgado  el  26  de  mayo  de  1897,  en  el  que  se  regula 
el  movimiento  de  ios  buques,  ya  sean  nacionales  ó  privados,  en  aguas  veuc/ola- 
nas,  con  objeto  de  prevenir  colisiones.  Las  disposicione»;  del  decreto  son  iguales 
á  las  adoptadas  en  las  Conferencia  Mam  una  Internacional,  celebrada  en  Wash- 
ington, £.  U.  A.,  en  octubre  de  1889,  con  excepción  de  algunas  ligeras  modifi- 
caciones hechas  por  el  Gobierno  de  los  Estados  Unidos. 
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Secretaria  das  Republicas  Americanas 

União  iNTeRNAaoNAL  das  Rbpubugas  AMBRICANAS 


Vol.  V.  SETEMBRO  ds  1897.  No.  3. 


RELAÇÕES  COMMERCIAES  ENTRE  OS  PAIZES 

AMERICANOS.  Ill* 

os  CANAES  DO  ISTHMO  COMO  MEIOS  DO  DESENVOLVI- 
MENTO INTERCONTINENTAL. 

Um  olhar  para  o  inappa  do  iiiiindo  que  accoiiipanhu  a  este 
artigo,  mostrando  as  distancias  que  se  hio  de  encurtar  pela  con- 
strucçào  de  um  canal  marítimo  ao  travez  do  Isthmo  de  Panama, 
convencerá  da  grande  importancia  de  tal  emprebendimento,  e 
para  logo  tornará  rvitiííntc  a  Êiscinaçâo  que  este  tem  exercido 
sobre  os  espíritos  dos  homens  durante  muitas  gerações. 

Os  engenheiros  têm  pensado  muito  neste  assumpto  e  especial- 
mente depois  que  a  construcção  do  Canal  de  Suez  provou  a 
practicabilidade  de  tal  emprehendimento  e  demonstrou  ao  com- 
mercio  do  mundo  seus  extensos  resultados.  N;lo  é  nosso  pro- 
[)o>itu,  porem,  considerar  o  assumpto  vn\  rclaçào  ao  mundo  em 
geral,  mas  devem-se  estudar  os  cticitos,  tanto  politicos  (¿uanto  com- 
merciaes,  que  teria  a  construcçào  de  um  canal  ao  travez  do  Isthmo 
sobre  os  interesses  mutuos  e  o  desenvolvimento  futuro  das  repu- 
blicas do  hemispherio  occidental. 

*0  priruciru  artigo  desta  sctic  lui  publicado  iio  Uulctiin  du  juiíio  de  1S97,  paginus  l-S. 

437 


Digitized  by  Google 


43» 


BUREAU  OF  AMERICAK  REPUBLICS. 


A  questão  de  encontrar  uma  via  do  oceano  Atlántico  ao  l^aci- 
ñco  mais  curta  do  que  a  por  via  do  Cabo  Horn  tern  occupado  a 
intelligencia  e  o  genio  de  navegadores,  engenheiros,  inventores, 
economistas  políticos,  e  estadistas  desde  que  as  esperanças  dos 
Hespanhoes,  e  outros  navegantes  de  descobrir  um  caminho  aberto 
marítimo  para  leste.  O  problema  de  vencer  a  difficuldade  do 
estreito  Isthmo  que  liga  os  dous  continentes  da  America  foi  somente 
em  parte  resolvido  ¡h;1:i  c onstruçcãoda  Estrada  dv.  I'  crro  de  Tanaiua 
eni  18^5".  O  bom  exitu  desta  enipreza,  tal  cuino  íoi,  serviu  para 
estimular  interesse  no  prí)iecto,  concebido  um  meio  século  antes 
por  Alexandre  von  Humsoldt,  de  unir  os  dous  oceanos  por  um 
canal.  Varios  panos  foram  propostos,  mas  nâo  se  iniciou  real- 
mente a  empreza  até  De  Lesseps,  constructor  do  Canal  de  Suez, 
começar  em  1881,  sua  prodigiosa  e  infeliz  obra  de  cortar  um  canal 
ao  nível  do  mar  de  Colon  ou  Aspínwall  até  Panama,  na  parte 
mais  estreita  do  Isthmo. 

Na  extensa  discussão  que  tinha  precedido  esta  iniciativa,  foram 
propostos  varios  caminhos  ao  travez  do  Istinin),  mas  o  concenso 
da  opiniào  escolheu  tres  como  os  mais  practicavc  s.    listes  eram: 

I.  O  caminho  ao  travez  do  Isthmo  de  Tehuantepec,  a  parte 
mais  estreita  do  Mexico,  130  milhas. 

II.  O  caminho  de  Nicaragua,  estendendo-se  de  leste  ao  oeste 
pela  parte  merídional  da  Republica  de  Nicaragua  e  seguindo  o 
curso  do  Rio  San  Juan  e  aproveitando-se  das  aguas  do  Lago  de 
Nicaragua,  170  milhas. 

III.  O  caminho  por  via  de  Panama,  54  milhas. 

O  caminho  por  via  do  Isthmo  de  Tehuantepec,  porem,  foi 
praticamente  eliminado,  por  causa  da  grande  distancia  que  se 
deve  cortar  (mais  de  130  milhas)  e  das  enormes  despezas  resul- 
tantes das  dilHculdades  do  solo  que  deveriam  i>t:T  vencidas.  A 
questão  da  construcçào  de  uma  estrada  de  ferro  para  navios,  que 
foi  advogada  pelo  distincto  engenheiro  Capitão  James  B.  Eads, 
continuava  a  attrahir  a  attenção  para  este  caminho,  e  o  projecto 
ainda  tem  muitos  defensores;  mas  a  construcçào  pelo  governo 
mexicano  de  uma  vía*fêrrea  ao  travez  do  Isthmo  parece  ter 
banido,  para  uma  comparativa  obscuridade,  a  empreza  do  canal  de 
Tehuantepec. 

A  estrada  de  ferro,  porem,  contribuirá  muito  para  a  economia 
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de  transito  entre  os  oceanos  Atlántico  e  Pacifico.  A  estrada  é  de 
bitola  larga,  e  atravessa  os  Estados  de  Vera  Cruz  e  Oaxaca, 
tocando  em  Coatzacoalcos,  Minatitlan,  Súchel,  Tehuantepec,  e 

Salina  Cruz.  Em  Coatzacoalcos  fáz-se  connexão  com  os  vapores 
que  sahcm  para  os  portos  do  Golfo,  Havana,  os  Pastados  Unidos 
e  a  Europa;  em  Tehuantepec,  com  vehículos  particulares  para 
Oaxaca,  Miaíiutlan  e  Pachueta,  e  em  Salina  Cruz  com  vapores 
para  Tonaia,  San  Benito,  e  outros  portos  da  costa  do  Pacíñco. 

Mostram*se  na  seguinte  tabella,  approvada  pelo  governo  Mexi- 
cano^ as  distancias  que  se  evitam  entre  os  portos  do  mundo  : 


De. 


Por  vía  (la 
rstratií»  úe 
ferro  de 
Tehuantepec 


New  York . . . 
Dito  

Dito  

Dito  

Dito. . . .. 

Dito  

Dito  .... 

Dito  

Dito  

Dito  

Dito  

Dito  

Dito  

Dito  

New  Orleans. 

Dito  

Dito  

Dito  

Dito  

Liverpool. . . . 

Dito  

Dito  

Dito  

Dito  

Dito  

Dito  

Dito  

Dito  

Dito  


Por  vin  do 
canal  de  Nica- 


Saa  Franci&co . 
Pnget  Sound 

Sitka 

Estreito  tic  Bering  . 

.A.cajnilco  

Mazatlan  

Hongkong  

Yokohama  

Melbourne  

Auckland  

Honolulu  

Calláo ............. 

Guayaquil  

Valparaiso  

San  Francisco  

.Acapuli  I)  

Mazatlao  

Callâo  

Valparaiso  

San  Francisco  

.•\capulco  , ., , 

Mazatlan  

.\uckland  

Guayaquil  

Callao  

Valparaiso........ 

Honolulu  

Vokohama  

Melbourne  


MOkas. 
4.925 
5.i>47 

6.  347 

7,  7S8 
3.722 
3.47Í'  Í 

11.  597 
9.  984 

ir,  068 

9.  34.5 
6.  566 
4.  661 
4,  141 

6.  370 
3.  561 
'454 

2,  027 

3.  393 
5,040 

8.274 
6, 076 

6.  714 

12.  5S4 

7.379 

7.  899 
9.  356 

9.  9r,c 
13. 223 
14, 113 


Milhas. 

5.  <>5I 

6.  524 

7.  113 

8.  524 
3.507 

4,  232 
12, 313 

10.  O26 

11.  357 

9.  745 

7.  390 
4.312 
3.774 
5.774 
4.776 
2.  631 

3.357 
3.436 

4.  899 

8.  783 
6,639 

7.  364 

12.  S77 
6.  848 

7.444 
S.906 
to,  522 
13.758 
14.499 


Por  \  i.i  (I'l 
estmtla  dc 
ferro  de 
Pauama. 


.'^filhas. 

6,  107 

6,  855 

7.  555 
V.  loi 

3.9«8 

4.  '■'75 
12,645 

II,  211 
II. 471 
9.813 
7.  705 
3.873 
3.303 
5.337 
5.4Î5 

3.  296 

3.983 
3. 181 

4.  644 
9,071 
6,952 

7.640 

12,777 

6,  J67 

6,  S37 
8,301 
10,  670 
M.  1 75 
«4.435 


Esta  notável  economia  de  distancias,  di/  Manuel  Rivera,  dis- 
tincto  engenheiro  civil  mexicano,  achur-sc-ha,  sem  duvida,  equi- 
valente a  urna  grande  economia  de  tempo,  assim  como  dos  preços 
de  fretes,  e  isto  é  o  (jue  constitue  o  grande  característico  commer- 
cial dessa  estrada.  Por  conseguinte,  a  estrada  será  de  muito  pro- 
veito a  alguns  dos  portos  commerciaes  dos  Estados  Unidos. 
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Eliminando  Tehuantepec  como  caminho  para  um  canal,  os 
caminhos  de  Nicaragua  e  de  Panama  são  os  únicos  que  se  devem 

consuici.ií  at^iii. 

Parece  que  De  I.ksskps  tleridiu-se  eni  iavor  do  caminho  de 
Panama  porque  acreditou  possível  construir  um  canal  ao  nivel  da 
maré  nesta  parte  do  Isthmo,  emquanto  a  topographia  do  caminho 
por  via  de  Nicaragua  exige  indispensa velmente  represas.  Achou-se, 
porem,  depois  de  gasto  muito  dinheiro,  que  os  cálculos  do  Sr.  De 
Lbsseps  eram  errados,  e  que  represas  seiâo  precisas  para  concluir  o 
canal  com  bom  êxito.  Os  trabalhos,  que  foram  suspensos  cm 
Março  de  1889,  começaram  de  novo  em  1894,  e,  segundo  noticias 
recentes,  uma  quarta  parte  tio  canal  está  construida. 

O  canal,  como  estava  projccttado,  devia  seguir  quasi  o  mesmo 
traçado  que  o  da  estrada  de  ierro  de  Colon  a  Panama.  Devia 
ter  54  milhas  de  comprimento;  o  fundo  devia  ser  de  28  pés  por 
baixo  do  nivel  médio  dos  oceanos;  a  largura  em  baixo,  de  72 
pés,  e  em  cimo  de  160  pés,  excepto  na  secção  pela  cordilheira  de 
Culebra,  em  que  a  proibndidade  devia  ter  nove  metros;  a  largura 
em  baixo  24  metros  c  em  cimo  28  metros.  As  difficuldadcs 
especiaes  que  se  deviam  encontrar  eram  a^  de  cortar  a  cordilheira 
e  evitar  o  r^an^bo^damento  do  rio  Chagres  e  seus  tributarios.  Em 
Janeiro  de  1884,  um  pouco  mais  de  dous  annos  depois  do  começo 
dos  trabalhos,  somente  uma  trigésima  parte  da  excavação  estava 
acabada,  não  oostante  ter-se  empregado  durante  o  anno  de  1883» 
uma  força  de  1 1,000  trabalhadores. 

A  empreza  íbi  conduzida  principalmente  sob  auspicios  fi*ance- 
zes,  e  o  dinheiro  empregado  foi  subscrito  quasi  inteiramente  em 
França.  Si  fôr  acabado,  o  canal  de  Panama  será  uma  empreza 
simplesmente  commercial,  sob  administração  europea,  de  pouco 
ou  nenhum  valor  ou  significação  em  suas  relações  politicas  com 
os  paizes  do  hcmispherio  occidental,  com  excepção,  talvez,  de  um 
caracter  hostil  e  ameaçador.  Certamente  nâo  se  podia  esperar 
que  tractasse  de  estreitar  as  relações  íratemaes  entre  elles.  Seu 
interesse  seria  somente  ganhar  a  maior  quota  possível  dos  direitos 
pagos  pelos  navios  do  commercio  do  mundo,  e  não,  salvo  indi- 
rectamente, desenvolver  o  commercio  entre  as  Republicas  Ameri- 
canas. 

Nào  é  assim  quanto  ao  Canal  de  Nicaragua.    Pois  o  titulo  prin- 
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cipal  que  esta  empreza  tern  a  nossa  consideração  ó  o  facto  indis- 
putável de  que  é  americana  em  origem  e  resultados  beneñcos. 
Seus  interesses  perante  o  mundo  íbram  apparentemente  eniiaque- 
cidos  e  não  reforçados  pelos  esforços  empregados  para  dar  uma 
esphera  mais  larga  ás  suas  possibilidades  e  recommendal-a  a 
emprehendedores  europeos  como  um  meio  de  ganhar  largos  divi- 
dendos. Seus  maiores  dividendos  achar-sc-hào  nos  beneficios 
geraes,  tanto  políticos  quanto  coninierciaes,  (jue  resultarão  para 
paizes  immediatamente  interessados,  e  não  nos  lucros  de  accionistas 
particulares.  Nâo  se  deve  inferir  disto,  porem,  que  a  empreza 
será  sem  remuneração,  mesmo  sob  o  ponto  de  vista  ordinario  de 
negocio.  Os  cálculos  que  foram  feitos  com  muito  cuidado  para 
demonstrar  que  não  se  ganhariam  juros  em  proporção  aos  capitães 
empregados,  foram  baseados  sobre  as  condições  actuaes,  sem  con- 
siderar devidcUiu  nte  o  grande  augniciuo  no  commercio  dos  paizes 
immediatamente  favorecidos  que  naturalmente  se  deve  esperar. 

Não  é  como  projecto  de  ganhar  dinheiro,  mas  como  grande 
agencia  intercontinentaU  que  o  canal  de  Nicaragua  interessa 
muito  os  espíritos  patrióticos  dos  paizes  latino-americanos,  assim 
como  05  dos  Estados  Unidos.  Construido  pelo  capital  ameri- 
cano, e  com  o  auxilio  e  apoio  activos  de  todos  os  governos 
americanos,  como  podia  deixar  de  ser  de  muita  utilidade  na  grande 
tarefa  de  unir  os  interesses  communs  de  toda  a  America  no  com- 
mercio, no  desenvolvimento  politico  e  no  poder  de  resistencia  a 
qualquer  inimigo  conimum  no  exterior? 

O  tratado  Clayton-Bulwer,  celebrado  entre  os  Estados  Unidos 
e  a  Grã  Bretanha  foi  usado  como  argumento  contra  a  possibili- 
dade de  domínal-o  a  America,  mas  si  este  tratado  é  ainda  uma 
força  vital,  não  é  de  sappor  que  a  Grã  Bretanha,  depois  de  ter 
accedido  formalmente  á  nossa  recente  interpretação  da  doutrina 
de  Monroe  que  assevera  a  independencia  dos  interesses  america- 
nos de  toda  a  intervenção  ou  auctondade  europea,  queira  outra 
vez  arriscar  suas  relações  com  os  Kstados  Unidos  em  combater 
uma  em{)re'/a  que  tão  claramente  tem  de  servir  os  interesses  dos 
dous  continentes  do  occidente.  Nem  é  evidente  que  seria  perdida 
para  o  progresso  c  desenvolvimento  americano,  cousa  alguma 
de  importancia  si  a  neutralidade  do  canal,  especificada  no  tratado 
Clayton-Bulwer,  fosse  garantida  de  novo.   Ao  contrario,  podia 
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ser  de  muito  beneñcio  a  todos  si  esta  neutralidade  fosse  escrupu* 
losamente  defendida  e  posta  em  vigor.  A  cousa  essencial  é  que  as 
Republicas  Americanas  devem  ser  protegidas,  de  modo  que  não 
se  possa  fechar  o  canal  ou  usal-o  contra  ellas  em  tempo  de  guerra. 

Os  importantes  beneficios  que  resultarão  ás  Republicas  Ameri- 
canas pt'hi  construccào  de  um  canal  au  travez  do  Isthmo  devem 
ser  evidentes  ao  examinar  o  mappa  que  accompanha  a  este  artigo. 
Nào  somente  seria  reduzida  a  distancia  por  mar  entre  as  costas  do 
Atlântico  e  Golfo  dos  Estados  Unidos,  mas  também  entre  as  costas 
do  Atlântico  e  as  do  Pacifico  do  Mexico,  America  Central  e  Ame- 
rica do  Sul,  e  os  navios  destes  paizes  podiam  chegar  ás  Antilhas,  ás 
costas  do  Atlântico  e  do  mar  das  Antilhas  das  Republicas  latino» 
americanas  e  á  Europa  {>or  vias  muito  mais  curtas  e  seguras.  O 
desenvolvimento  dos  transportes  por  terra  e  do  commercio  interior 
seria  indubitaNTlmente  muito  grande.  As  estradas  de  ferro,  longe 
de  serem  prejudicadas,  como  algumas  pessoas  têm  dito,  seriam 
bene  tic  iadas. 

O  Capitào  William  L.  Merry,  de  San  Francisco,  novo  minis- 
tro dos  Estados  Unidos  junto  a  Honduras  e  Guatemala,  mostrou 
isto  de  modo  notável  n'um  artigo  recente.    Elie  diz: 

Jç)uaiKÍo  lüi  abcrio  primeiramente  o  canal  de  represa  cm  SauU  Sic.  Marie,  as 
estradas  de  ierro  temiam  que  seus  negocios  fossem  prejudicados.  Queriam 
obstar  a  sua  construcção,  mas,  felizmente  para  elles  mesmos,  a  via  fluvial  entre 
os  grandes  lagos  foi  aberta  e  a  regifio  do  Lago  Superior,  obteve  preços  baixos 
de  frete  por  agua.  Nótense  o  resultado.  For  esta  via  fluvial,  a  mais  importante 
sob  o  ponto  de  vista  de  trafico»  nio  exceptuando-se  o  canal  de  Suez,  passaram, 
em  1895,  i$,o6s,$8o  toneladas;  a  populaçSo  augmentou,  levantaram^se  as 
povoações  e  novas  estradas  de  ferro  foram  exigidas  pelo  grande  trafico  que 
resultou.  Não  é  evidente  que  esta  via  fluvial  por  seus  preços  baixos  de  frete 
tem  augoientado  as  rendas  das  estradas  de  ferro?  Si  não  houvessMi  trans- 
portes por  agua  por  preços  haixos,  milheiros  dc  toneladas  dc  minério  estariam 
ainda  nas  minas,  c  as  estradas  de  ferro  que  temiam  a  concurrencia  dos  trans- 
portes por  agua,  ganhariam  muito  pouco  com  q¡ue  viver. 

Citc-sc  o  Canal  de  Eric  como  outro  exemplo.  As  duas  vias-ícrrcas  mais 
apcrt"cii,()adas  do  mundo  estendem-se  pelas  margens  deste  com  duas  Unhas  dc 
estradas,  e  o  arruidõ  constante  dos  trens  de  dia  e  dc  noite  é  argumento  cm 
favor  dos  transportes  por  agua,  que,  peia  concurrencia,  tem  feito  aquellas  serem 
possiveis.  Compare-sc  a  condiçAo  financeira  do  stock  14  da  Estrada  de  Ferro 
de  Erie  que  nâo  tem  concurrencia  por  agua,  com  a  do  stock  101  da  Estrada  de 
Ferro  Central  de  New  York,  que  tem  a  concurrencia  do  Canal  do  Rio  Hudson 
e  Erie,  Estes  dous  systemas  de  estradas  de  ferro  são  significativos  e  fornecem 
um  notável  exemplo  do  argumento  .apresentado. 
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Ha  outras  instancias  menos  notáveis  que  provam  o  mesmo  facto.  As  estradas 
de  ferro  por  oppôrem-se  á  construcção  do  canal  de  Nicaragua  commettem 

um  erro  que  prova  a  fallacia  do  íiiizo  humano,  quando  o  -^cu  próprio  interesse 
está  invoívido.  estradas  dc  ferro  devem   absorver   necessariamente  uma 

grande  parre  dos  tranhos  de  producção  para  dar  lucros  ao  capital  empregado  na 
sua  construcção,  nias  t anthem  conferem  benehcios  inestimáveis,  fornecendo  os 
meios  para  o  transporte  de  artigos  valicisos  c  perecíveis;  assegurando  o  movi- 
mento rápido  da»  malas  e  o  transporte  dos  habitantes  por  prc»;os  baixos.  O 
desenvolvimento  do  nosso  grande  interior  nSo  se  teria  podido  conseguir  sem  ellas, 
e  o  transporte  por  agua  por  preços  baixos,  sendo  o  custo  na  razSo  de  i  para  lo  e 
t  para  15,  servirá  dc  supplemento  á  utilidade  das  estradas  de  ferro  cujos  ganhos 
serSo  augmentados  e  nSo  diminuidos.    *   *  * 

"  O  paradoxo  apparente  em  dizer  que  o  transporte  por  agua  por  preços 
baixos  favorece  ás  estradas  de  ferro,  é  devido  á  differença  no  seu  caracter  e  ao 
facto  de  que  as  vias  fluviaes  fazem  um  serviço  ufti  pouco  différente  do  da  estrada 
de  ferro  que  serve  lhe  de  complemento  e  supplemento.  Quando  os  transportes 
por  agua  recebem  cargas  de  vias-ferreas,  resulta  pouco  prejuízo  ás  companhias 
destas  extradas  dc  ferro.  A  \iaflti\-ial  introdu?:  no  transporte  não  somente  divi- 
são de  trabalho,  mas  também  faz  novo  crahco,  em  que  a  estrada  de  ferro  coma 
grande  parte. 

**\  oliando  a  nosso  artnirnenco  principal,  portjue  obstaram  as  companhias  de 
estradas  dc  Ierro  á  construcção  do  Canal  dc  Nica.rugua?  Posso  responder 
facilmente,  foi  porque  temiam  resultados  que  nunca  serão  rcalisados.  Receiam 
uma  diminuição  not  transportes  por  via-fèrrea,  emquanto  que  o  resultado  do 
acabamento  do  canal  será  exactamente  o  contrario.  Qual  é  sua  condição  hoje  ? 
As  cinco  principaes  linhas  que  estendem-se  até  o  Pacifico,  necessitam  de  trafico 
e  admittem  que  a  carga  que  fiiz  a  viagem  completa  é  pouco  remunerativa. 
Entretanto  o  desenvolvimento  da  costa  do  Paôfico  está  suspenso,  de  modo  que 
o  trafico  das  estradas  de  ferro  augmenta-se  tão  lentamente  que  ellas  t¿m  muita 
difficuldade  em  conservar-se  féra  das  mãos  .do  depositário.  Como  pode  haver 
progresso,  prosperidade,  e  augmento  de  população  na  costado  PaciHco,  quando  se 
pode  dizer  com  justiça  que  "  O  oeste  offerece  tudo  ao  immigrante,  salvo  trans- 
porte barato."  *  *  *  q  commercio  da  costa  do  Pacifico  está  prejudicado 
por  lalta  de  transportes  por  preços  baixos  e  estes  s.ho  exigidos  absoliitanicnte 
para  seu  progresso  e  desenvolvimento.  As  estrados  de  ferro  não  podiam  dal-os 
si  o  dcicjassem. 

Por  conseguinte,  os  administradores  dc  C5trada>  Jc  ¡erro  devem  ^nestar  seus 
esforços  para  que  o  canal  seja  construido  logo  que  fôr  possivel.  Pois,  o  immi- 
grante poderá  v!r  aqui  com  sua  familia;  poderá  cultivar  todos  os  productos  que 
quizer;  as  fabricas  poderfto  cortar  toda  a  madeira  que  se  possa  manipular;  o 
mineiro  poderá  fornecer  todo  o  minério  de  valor — tudo  encontrará  um  mercado 
por  preços  que  recompensarão  o  cultivador,  o  mechanico  e  o  mindro.  Tornar* 
se>hão  povoadas  as  nossas  terras,  prosperas  as  nossas  cidades,  e  contente  a  nossa 
população,  ao  augmentar-se  o  desenvolvimento  de  nossa  costa. 

Quão  illogica  é  a  idea  que  os  transportes  por  terra  não  receberão  parte  dos 
beneficios  resultantes  deste  grande  desenvolvimento!    Repetir>se-ha  na  costa 
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do  Pacifico,  a  historia  do  canal  de  Sault  Ste.  Marie.  A  costa  do  Pacifico  está 
separada  dos  grandes  mercados  da  costa  do  Atlántico  c  da  Europa  pela  extensão 
do  Continente  Occidental  até  o  oceano  do  Su).  A  passagem  tempestuosa  do 
Cabo  Horn  é  muito  atra/ada  para  as  exigencias  do  ik)ssü  sccuIo,  c  o  commcrcio, 
assim  como  a  pr^ducçào,  espera  anciosamciuc  que  scja  aberta  uma  curta  via 
por  agua,  pela  qual  os  nossos  productos  possam  ser  enviados  prompcaniciuc  e 
por  baixos  preços  aos  mercados  da  costa  do  Atlántico.  A  porção  dos  nossos 
productos  que  as  estradas  de  ferro  nio  podem  transportar  com  proveito  para  a 
nossa  costa  do  Atlántico,  e  que  os  centros  da  populaçSo  da  Europa  exigem, 
solicita  este  caminho  interoceánico  até  agora  inutilmente,  por  causa  da  opposiçfto 
das  estradas  de  ferro;  mas  nIo  está  muito  longe  o  dia  em  que  pelo  lago  de  Nica- 
ragua passará  uma  magnifica  processáo  de  navios  carregados  de  nossos  productos 
agrícolas  e  industriaes  para  o  oriente  e  de  manufacturas  e  immigrantes  da  costa 
do  Atlântico  e  da  Europa  para  o  occidente. 

O  Estado  de  California  tem  uma  area  suficiente  para  sustentar  trinta  milhSes 
de  pessoas  si  (bssc  habitado  tão  densamente  como  a  França.  Tem  actualmente 
uma  população  dc  pouco  mais  de  1,250,000.  Qual  a  estrada  de  ferro  dc  nosso 
paiz  cjue  será  prejudicada  quando  esta  população  augmcniar-se,  primeiramente 
por  centenas  dc  milheiros  e  mais  tarde  por  milhões?  Sobre  tudo,  quão  illogica 
c  quão  curta  de  vista  é  apolítica  destas  companhias  dc  vias-fcrrcas  mais  interes- 
sadas no  trañco  da  costo  do  Pacifico,  quando  se  oppûem  por  muitos  annos  a  uma 
curta  via  fluvial  que  augmentará  rapidamente  a  população  da  costa  e  a  resultante 
producção? 

Qgast  com  unanimidade,  o  povo  dos  Estados  Unidos  pede  o  Canal  de  Nica- 
ragua. No  proximo  futuro  vencer-se-hSo  as  influenças  adversas  e  a  politica 
errada.  Os  interesses  commerdaes  de  nosso  paiz  o  exigem.  Exige-se  no  Japio 
o  algodSo  dos  Estados  do  Sul.  Necessitam-se  do  carvSo  e  ferro  de  Alabama  na 
America  Central  e  nas  Ilhas  do  Pacifico;  exige-se  na  Europa  e  na  costa  do 
Atlântico  a  madeira  do  grande  Noroeste;  as  grandes  pescarias  ainda  não  desen- 
volvidas convidam  a  nossos  compatriotas  de  léste  e  o  grande  valle  do  Mississippi 
necessita  de  uma  sabida  para  a  costa  do  Pacifico. 

As  influencias  occultas  não  podem  oppôr-se  com  permanencia  a  esta  benéfica 
obra.  A  influencia  preponderante  da  Grande  Republica  sobre  o  continente 
americano,  seu  prestigio  politico,  sua  segurança  militar,  e  o  patriotismo  do  seu 
povo,  vencerão,  no  proximo  íuturo,  as  apprehensõçs  de  amor  próprio.  A  lógica 
dos  acontecimentos  ganhará  amigos  para  o  canal,  c  os  interesses  de  transporte 
agora  oppostos  a  elle,  aperccber-se-hão  dc  seu  erro  e  unir-sc-hão  na  reclamação 
feita  pelo  nosso  finado  heroe  em  Riverside,*  **  Um  canal  americano,  sob  admi- 
nistração americana,  para  o  povo  americano.** 

O  Sr.  Lewis  M.  Haupt,  distincto  engenheiro  de  Philadelphia, 
c  membro  da  commissão  recentemente  nomeada  pelo  Presidente 
McKiNLEY  para  estudar  o  traçado  para  o  Canal  de  Nicaragua,  dá 

'General  Ulysses  S.  Grant. 
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O  seguinte  summarío  das -vantagens  practicas  de  um  canal  do 
Isthmo,  com  referencia  especial  á  cmprcza  de  Nicaragua: 

Não  obstante  terem  passado  séculos  desde  que  a  via  curta  para  a  índia,  por 
muito  tempo  desejada,  foi  primeiramente  explorada,  resta  o  t.u  to  lamentável  de 
t]uc  esta  cmprc/.a  não  eãcá  ainda  realisada.  E  uma  censura  jcna  á  iniclligencia, 
integridade  c  energia  do  povo  do  continente  americano,  que,  depois  de  feitas 
as  explorações  e  estudos  durante  muitos  annos,  seguidos  por  discussões  ad  inft- 
mturn,  a  única  conclusão  definitiva  a  que  se  tem  chegado  k  que  esta  via  fluvial 
é  inteiramente  practicavel,  e  pode  ser  construída  provavelmente  pelo  custo  de 
$130,000,000,  ainda  que  engenhnros  competentes  calculem  o  custo  mínimo  em 
menos  de  $100,000,000.  Entretanto  a  discussão  contínua,  e  a  opposição  activa 
e  subtil  oríginando-se  nos  interesses  que  temiam  resultados  prejudiciaes,  urge 
demoras,  estudos  mais  extensos  e  mais  profundas  investigações,  emquanto  o 
commercio  do  mundo  v¿>se  obrigado  a  navegar  uma  distancia  maior  do  que  deve 
de  10,000  milhas,  a  grande  custo  de  tempo  e  dinheiro. 

Assim,  no  tempo  dos  navios  a  vela  que  navegavam  a  distancia  média  tic  110 
milhas  por  dia,  a  viagem  de  New  York  a  San  Francisco  c  volta  (3)^,000  milhas) 
exigia  344  dias  ;  a  Calcutta  por  via  do  Cabo  Horn  (46,000  milhas)  418  dias,  ou 
por  via  do  Cabo  da  Boa  F.spcrança  (35,000  milhas)  318  dias,  emquanto  que  por 
via  do  Isthino  os  mesmos  [lontos  podiam  têr  sido  attinçidos  em  90  e  244  dias 
respectivamente,  assim  sendo  cconomisados  254  e  74  dias  nestas  viagens.  A 
economia  deste  tempo  para  os  donos  de  navios  nos  custos  da  tripulação,  de  juros, 
e  seguros,  é  calculada  em  $2,993  P^^  va^^t  e  por  cons^uintc,  si  254  dias  fossem 
economisados  em  faser  a  viagem  de  ida  e  volta,  seria  equivalente  á  somma  de 
$35,340,  não  considerando-se  o  augmento  no  valor  da  carga  resultante  do 
prompto  e  mais  s^uro  transporte.  Esta  economia,  si  fosse  capitalisada  a  4  por 
cento,  seria  equivalente  a  quantia  de  $633*500  para  um  só  navio,  e  para  100 
navios  por  anno  seria  $63,350,000,  ou  quasi  igual  ao  custo  total  do  projecto. 
Não  se  toma  em  consideração,  porém,  o  valor  da  carga,  a  diminuição  das  perdas 
Ott  riscos  maritimos,  ou  a  grande  tonelagem  levada  em  vapores. 

O  Philadelphia  Ledger"  de  31  de  Julho  de  iSgy.n'um  edito- 
rial escrito  sobre  as  phases  mais  recentes  da  empreza  do  canal,  diz: 

o  Canal  de  Nicaragua  daria  ao  commercio  do  nmiido  urna  passagem  curta 
do  oceano  Atlántico  ao  Pacifico.  A  viagem  de  Liverpool  a  San  Francisco 
toriiar-se-hia  mai^  curta  por  qua:>i  7,000  milhas,  e  a  distancia  de  10,000  milhas 
seria  economizada  na  viagem  de  New  York  a  San  Francisco.  Estes  algarismos 
suggcrem  grandes  possibilidades  a  respeito  do  encurtamento  do  transito  do  com- 
mercio marítimo,  e  promettem  um  bom  éxito  financeiro  para  o  projecto,  a  menos 
que  os  custos  de  construcção  excedam  muito  ao  que  se  espera.  Uma  empreza 
desta  natureza  é  sempre  arriscada  para  seus  promotores,  e  as  enormes  sommas 
arrancadas  dos  francezes  que  empregaram  seu  dinheiro  cegamente  e  com  con- 
fiança no  Canal  de  Panama,  dificultam  muito  a  acquisição  de  fundos  para  taes 
projectos. 
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Si  fosse  (  uiiuidosamciuc  levado  a  cabo,  O  canal  seria  uma  obra  magnifica  para 
marcar  o  cumeço  do  novo  scculo.  Augmentaría  muito  n  commercio  de  cabo- 
tagem, e  ú  o  canal  caiu-.se  na  posse  exclusiva  de  urna  potencia  estrangeira  em 
tempo  Je  guerra,  embaraçaria  muito  nossas  operações  navaes.  É  incomprc- 
hensível  que  os  Estados  Unidos  se  contentatsem  com  pagar  passagem  a  uma  via 
fluWal  de  prupriedade  estrangeira,  4uando  esta  pode  tornar-^se  uma  propriedade 
a  mais  valiosa  de  sua  classe  no  mundo.  Os  cidadftos  da  GrS  Bretanha  recebem 
grande  lucro  do  Canal  de  Suez,  que  actualmente  está  sendo  operado  em  grande 
escala  por  capital  inglez. 

Quando  o  projecto  da  terminação  do  Canal  de  Nicaragua  sob  os  auspícios  dos 
Bstados  Unidos  fei  discutido  durante  a  ultima  administração,  uma  carta  sobre 
O  assumpto  foi  publicada  no  Times  de  Londres,  que  dá  o  aspecto  inglez  da 
questão  do  Canal  de  Nicaragua.  O  auctor,  que  tinha  morado  algum  tempo  cm 
Nicaragua,  e  conhecia  as  condições  locac?,  dis^c,  que,  em  vista  das  ditliruldadcs 
pnUrirn<í  ou  internacionaes  que  cercam  a  cmprc/a,  a  parantia  dos  bonds  da  Com- 
panlua  Maritima  é  a  melhor  approximação  que  c)  Ciovcrno  dos  Estados  Unidos 
podia  fazer  para  têr  a  propriedade  completa  do  Canal,  e  não  violar  a  soheraiii.i 
de  Nicarat'ua  e  Costa  Rica,  ou  o  tratado  Clavton-Bulwer;  mas  cm  (]ualquer 
caso,  cm  bua  opinião,  sob  as  condições  do  iraiado  Clavion-BuUver  um  Canal 
marítimo  entre  os  dous  oceanos  deve  ser  neutraUsado,  como  foi  o  Canal  de  Suez. 

A  Conunissão  das  RelaçOes  Exteriores  do  Senado  investigará  a  condição  actual 
do  tratado  Clayton-Bulwer  e  se  dã  a  intender  que  a  commissão  fari  um  relatório 
a  lavor  de  sua  abrogação.  Urge^se  que  a  Inglaterra  o  annuJlou  prácticamente 
pelos  actos  practicados  na  America  Central  em  contravenção  de  suas  estipula- 
ç6et.  Em  muitas  occasiGes  este  Governo  insistiu  em  que  o  tratado  ja  está  de 
nenhum  effeito,  mas  a  Grã  Bretanha,  qualquer  que  seja  a  interpretação  que  se  dê 
na  America  Central  a  seus  actos,  não  deu  indicação  alguma  de  que  considera  o 
tratado  como  nuIliBcado.  As  difiiculdades  diplomáticas  involvidas  na  contro- 
versia relativa  á  força  obrigatória  actual  do  tratado  Clavron-BuKvcr  são 
importantes,  mas  não  mais  serias  do  que  muitas  outras  que  cederam  ao  trata* 
mento  de  estadistas. 

O  provável  custo  da  muito  dispendiosa  empre/a  do  canal  de  Nicaragua,  e  o 
apoio  linanceiro  que  os  Eitadot.  Unidos  devem  prestar  á  ella  são  questões  que  o 
paiz  deve  considerar  cuidadosamente.  As  vantagens  que  resultarão  au  paÍ7, 
quando  o  canal  estiver  acabado,  são  evidentes,  si  não  formos  obrigados  a  pagar 
por  elle  o  preço  alto  de  complicaçfies  internacionaes  ou  do  esgotamento  do 
Thesouro. 

A  seguinte  tabella  que  dá  as  distancias  em  milhas  de  New  York  ao  oceano 
Pacifico,  mostra  claramente  a  distancia  que  seria  economisada  em  fazer  o  trans- 
porte for  via  de  Nicaragua  : 


Por  via  do  Cabo  Horn   7.  ^97 

Por  via  da  E.  F.  do  Sul  do  Pacifico    3, 709 

Por  via  da  E.  F.  do  Sul  via  Canada. .. ............  , , .  .  3,  619 

Por'via  da  E.  F.  Central  c!n  Parifiro  3,340 

Por  via  da  E.  F.  do  Norte  do  Pacitico  3.  237 

Por  via  do  Canal  de  Nicaragua   2. 519 
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Quer  dÍ7.cr  que  o  caminho  marítimo  para  o  Pacifico,  por  vía  de  Nicaragua, 
é  mais  curto  do  que  qualquer  via-fcrrca  atravc/  do  continente,  sendo  mais  curto 
por  S21  mi".has  Jo  que  o  caminho  orJin.irio  entre  New  V'ork  c  o  Paci&co  via  as 
esiradaü  de  térro  da  União  e  Central  do  Pacilico. 

A  historia  do  projecto  do  Canal  de  Nicaragua  até  ha  seis  annos, 
íoi  dada  resumidamente  n'um  artigo  escrito  pelo  Honrado  John 
Sherman,  então  Senador  dos  Estados  Unidos  pelo  Estado  de 
Ohio,  e  actualmente  Secretario  de  Estado  dos  Estados  Unidos. 

Este  artigo  ío'i  publicado  no  b'ü/um  de  Miirco  de  1891  e  disse; 

Por  um  tratado  celebrado  no  primeiro  de  Dc/.cnihro  de  1884,  entre  os 
Estados  Unidos  c  a  Republica  de  Nicaragua,  se  csripulou  a  construci;ào  por 
parte  dos  Estados  Unidos  de  um  canal  interoceánico  do  oceano  Atlántico  ao 
Pacifico  atravé/.  do  tcrriLorio  d.iquella  Republica.  Foi  enviado  ao  Senado  no 
dia  10  de  Dezembro  de  kSS^,,  acompanhado  por  uma  mensagem  do  Presidente 
Arthur  recommcndando  cm  termos  vigorosos  e  ardentes,  sua  ratificação;  mas 
nfto  foi  considerado  formalmente  antes  da  inauguração  do  Presidente  Clcvsland 
a  4  de  Marco  de  1885.  O  Sr.  Cleveland,  poucos  dias  depois  d'isso,  retirou 
formalmente  o  tratado  da  considerarão  do  Senado,  e  em  sua  mensaj^m  annual 
dirigida  ao  Congresso  em  Dezembro  desse  anno»  deu  como  razão  deste  acto, 
que  continha  "  estipulações  que  envolviam  privilegios  consideráveis  de  proprie- 
dade ou  direito  fõra  do  nosso  territorio,  juntamente  com  obrigações  absolutas 
e  sem  limite  de  defender  a  integridade  territorial  do  Estado  em.que  estes  inte- 
resses estavam  situados."    £m  additamento  elle  disse: 

"  Mantendo,  como  mantenho,  as  máximas  dos  meus  antecessores  desde 
Washington,  que  prohihiam  as  allianças  embaraçosas  com  os  paires  estrangei- 
ros, não  íavore(;o  a  politica  da  acquisi(,rio  de  territorio  novo  c  distante  ou  a 
incorporação  de  mieressci  remotos  com  os  nossos." 

Subsecjuentemcnte,  no  dia  25  de  Abril  de  1887,  a  Republica  de  Nicaragua, 
muito  interessada  na  construcçâo  da  obra,  deu  a  uma  associarão  particular  de 
cidadãos  dos  Estados  Unidos  uma  concessão  para  a  construcçâo  de  um  canal 
interoceánico.  Uma  concessão  semelhante  foi  feita  pela  Republica  de  Costa 
Rica,  situada  nas  margens  meridtonaes  do  Rio  San  Juan  e  do  Lago  de  Nicaragua. 
A  associação  que  obteve  estas  concessões  foi  incorporada  por  um  decreto  do 
Congresso,  approvado  a  29  de  Fevereiro  de  1889,  sob  o  titulo  da  "Maritime 
Canal  Company  of  Nicaragua.'*  Parece  petas  tttipulaçSes  destas  concessões  que 
a  Maritime  Canal  Company  esti  investida  do  direito  de  construir  a  obra  pro- 
jectada, vender  seu  stock  e  bonds  para  receber  os  necessários  fundos,  e  solicitar 
o  auxilio  das  potencias  estrangeiras,  especialmente  o  dos  Estados  Unidos. 

A  companhia  americana  assim  autorisada  e  organisada  tem  accrescentado 
aos  estudos  e  exames  previos  feitos  por  ofliciaes  da  armada  e  marinlia  dos 
Estados  l!" nidos,  outros  estudos  detalhado^,  nicdidas,  sondagems  e  orçamentos, 
de  modo  que  conhecem  os  trabalhos  que  icni  dc  -cr  teitu>  c  as  dificuldades  que 
tem  de  ser  vencidas.  F.ste  trabalho  foi  examinado  de  novo  por  uma  commissão 
consultiva  dc  engcniiciru»  c  antes  que  o  governo  preste  seu  auxilio,  deve  ser 
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examinado  outra  vez  por  otíiciaes  da  armada  c  marinha  dos  Estados  Unidos, 
em  cuja  habilidade  e  juizo  pude  se  comfiar  inteiramente. 

Segundo  os  cálculos  como  estão  revistos,  a  obra  custará  a  somma  de  §7  ^,1  76,308, 
a  que  se  deve  accrcscentar  a  (juatitia  de  § l  4,63  3, 262,  para  as  contingencias  pos- 
sivciá  ;  c  si  a  esta  se  accrescentar  u  juro  subrc  ü  dinheiro  empregado  durante  os 
'  trabalhos,  O  custo  total  será  de  $100,000,000.  A  Maritime  Company  realmente 
começou  a  contcrucção  da  obra,  e  tem  feito  progresso  satisfactorio,  de  modo 
que  se  conhecem  inteiramente  o  custo,  situaçfio  e  problemas  de  engenharia  con« 
nexas  com  a  obra,  Ê  evidente  que  as  difficuldades  physicas,  que  têm  de  ser 
vencidas  não  sfto  maiores  do  que  as  de  muitas  outras  obras  emprehendidas  em 
nosso  pais,  porque  a  parte  mais  elevada  da  via  fluvial  seri  somente  i  lo  pés 
mas  alta  do  que  o  nivel  do  mar«  uma  altitude  menor  que  a  base  dos  morros 
que  cercam  a  cidade  de  Washington. 

As  obras  projectadas  incluem  um  systema  de  comportas,  semelhante  em  carac- 
ter ao  construido  pelos  Estados  Unidos  nos  saltos  de  Sault  Ste.  Marie  e  aos 
construidos  pelo  Canada  perto  do  salto  ão  Niaeira.  Lm  só  dique  atravez  do 
rio  de  San  Juan,  com  1,250  pés  de  comprimento  e  61  pés  de  altura,  entre  doas 
altos  morros,  segurará  agua  navegável  dc  proiundidadc  c  largura  sufficicntes  para 
O  commcrcit)  do  mundo  por  um  comprimento  de  120  milhas.  As  entradas  neste 
nivel,  ainda  t^ue  sejum  custosas,  não  são  différentes  de  obras  análogas,  e  serão 
protegidas  contra  inundações  e  tempestades. 

Da  distancia  de  169.4  inilhas  de  oceano  a  oceano^  142.6  milhas  s^Ao  feitas 
pela  navegação  dos  lagos,  rios  e  bacias,  e  somente  26.8  milhas  pelo  canal  exea» 
vado.  A  maiór  altitude  da  cordilheira  que  divide  as  aguas  do  Lago  Nicaragua 
do  oceano  Padfico  nSo  excede  de  42  pés  acima  do  lago. 

A  difficuidade  principal  de  engenharia  consiste,  talvez,  na  construcçSo  de 
portos  nas  extremas  do  canal  do  oceano  Atlântico  e  Pacifico;  mas  o  de  Grcy- 
town,  na  costa  do  Atlântico,  que  se  julga  o  mais  formidável,  já  está  em  parte 
construido.  Navios  de  14  pés  de  calado  actualmente  podem  entrar  com  segu- 
rança neste  porto,  c  descarregar  nas  docas  da  companhia.  Os  obstáculos  nâo 
podem  ser  comjiarado-^  com  os  encontrados  na  construcção  do  Canal  de  Panama, 
ou  com  os  vencidos  na  construcção  do  Canal  de  Suez;  e  toda  a  obra,  dc  oceano 
a  oceano,  c^tá  ]i\  re  dos  perigos  do  inovimetito  da  areia  e  das  inundações.  O 
lago  dc  Nicaragua  tciu  uni  aspecto  physic  o  muiio  noia\  cl.  Enche  uma  bacia  no 
meio  de  uma  cordilheira  irregular  dc  montanhas,  cuja  altura  está  reduzida  neste 
ponto,  quasi  ao  nivel  do  mar,  e  fornece  nlo  somente  os  meios  de  navegaçSo  a 
uma  altitude  baixa,  mas  também  grandes  vantagens  como  um  porto  seguro. 

Das  vantagens  resultantes  da  construcí^ào  do  canal  o  Sr. 
Sherman  disse  : 

A  primeira  vanti^m  é  uma  em  que  todo  o  mundo  civilizado  tomará  e  deverá 
tomar  parte.  O  estabdecimento  de  uma  via  marítima  entre  o  Atlântico  c  o 
Pacifiico  realisará  as  esperanças  de  Colombo,  que,  cidcuiando  em  menos  a 
circumferencia  do  globo,  começou  uma  viagem  para  a  costa  da  índia  e  achou 

o  caminho  interceptado  por  um  novo  continente.  Desde  esse  tempo,  durante  quasi 
quatro  séculos,  os  exploradores  tem  tido  esperanças  de  encontrar  uma  via  aberta 
atravez  do  Isthmo,  ou,  na  falta  desta,  de  construir  uma  via  por  meios  artificiaes. 
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Cada  explorador  e  aventurçiro,  cada  rei  c  potencia,  tomaram  parte  nesse 
almejo,  c  para  realisal-o  m,uitas  emprc/.as  perigosas  fornm  ensaiadas.  C)  (joverno 
dos  Estados  l7nidos  nos  últimos  annos  c  especialmente  desde  o  po\oamcnto  da 
California,  tomam  muito  interesse  no  desempenho  desta  emprc/a,  esforçou-se 
por  negociação  e  por  tratados  em  proteger  a  região  contra  occnpação  hostil, 
occupou-se  com  varios  planos  para  a  consirucção  dc  canacs  airavez  do  Isttimo, 
e  mmdou  &zer  estudos  cuidadosos  c  accurados  por  engenheiros  ãvis  e  militares 
afim  de  escolher  o  melhor  traçado.  As  outras  naçCes  foram  igualmente  interes- 
sadas^  mas  nio  fbram  tSo  activas  ou  efiêctivas  em  &zer  preparações  eem  escolher 
o  local. 

O  bom  êxito  do  Canal  de  Suez  levou  o  Sr.  de  Lbbsefs/  agente  principal  na 
conscrucçSo  desta  obra,  a  esforçar-se  para  completar  o  canal  de  navegaçSo  ao 
redor  do  mando  por  uma  via  fluvial  em  Panama.  O  projecto  contemplou  a 
excavaçio  de  um  canal  de  mar  a  mar,  em  parte  ao  nivel  da  maré  e  em  parte 

inferior  a  esta,  A  obra,  até  hoje,  tem  tido  máo  êxito  e  accred)ta-se  que  o  plano 
não  é  prarricaveí,  Conccde-se  que  o  traçado  de  Nicaragua,  ainda  que  seia 
onerado  dc  represas,  é  mais  practicavel,  menos  custosOj  e  dc  maior  utilidade  do 
que  o  dc  Panama,  c  rcalisará  o  mesmo  objecto. 

A  segunda  grande  vantagem  que  será  derivada  da  construcção  deste  Canal  é  a 
extensão  de  nossa  linha  dc  costa  para  os  Estados  dc  oeste  e  os  paizes  vizinhos. 
Navios  navegando  de  New  York  a  San  Francisco,  hoje  são  obrigados  a  passar 
por  via  do  Cabo  Horn,  uma  distancia  de  19,000  milhas,  Nflo  se  podem  cal- 
cular os  beneficios  que  serSo  derividos  desta  extenslo*  As  grandes  quantidades 
de  trigo,  maddra,  e  outros  artigos  produzidos  na  costa  do  Pacifico  podem  ser 
transportados  aos  Estados  do  Atlântico  somente  por  3,000  milhas  de  vias-ferreas 
on  por  máo  de  uma  grande  viagem  ao  redor  da  America  do  Sul,  de  modo  que 
muitas  vezes  as  despezas  de  viagem  equivalem  ao  valor  dos  productos.  Cr6-se 
que  o  nosso  commcrcio  de  cabotagem  será  muito  augmentado  pelo  uso  de  um 
canal  por  Nicaragua,  e  por  meio  deste  sei^o  empregados  navios  que  agora  têm 
de  permanecer  nos  portos  do  norte  durante  certas  estações  do  anno. 

Uma  outra  vantagem  que  os  Estados  Unidos  ganharão  pc!a  construcção  deste 
canal  é  que  dará  á  nossa  populaç  ão  uma  communidade  de  interesses  com  as  costas 
de  oeste  do  Mexico  e  da  America  do  Sul,  acora  substancialmente  fechadas  a 
nosso  cumniercio.  O  commcrcio  destas  costa>,  sendo  ubrig.ido  a  passar  por  \  ia 
do  Cabo  Horn,  pode  daqucllc  ponto  chegar  com  menor  dilhculdaJc  aos  mercados 
da  Europa  que  aos  do  nosso  paiz;  eniquanto  que,  si  o  canal  for  construido, 
haverá  um  caminho  maritimo  seguro  e  bem  protegido  entre  os  portos  de  oeste  do 
continente  americano  e  as  nossas  principaes  cidades  de  commcrcio. 

O  canal  tornará  possível  pela  primeira  vez  por  em  vigor  a  doutrina  de  Mon- 
roe, até  agora  um  simples  dogma  da  politica  americana.  A  communhSo  de 
interesses  entre  os  pafzés  americanos  será  muito  augmentada  por  esta  obra.  As 
Republicas  Sul-Americanas  têm  instítuícOes  semelhantes  ás  nossas;  não  pode 
haver  opporiçfto  de  interesses  entre  n6s.  NSo  é  provável  que  sejam  paizes 
manufactureiros  por  muitos  annos  ainda,  mas  dedicar-se-hSo  principalmente  á 
agricultura  e  mineração.  DesejarSo  naturalmente  trocar  seu  ouro,  prata,  assucar, 
café,  fructas  tropicaes,  guano  e  outros  productos  pela«  manufacturas  e  productos 
dos  Estados  Unidos. 
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Desde  a  publicação  do  artigo  do  Sr.  Sherman,  a  empreza  de 
Nicaragua  passou  pur  varías  phases  e  tbi  assumpto  de  controversia 
no  Congresso  e  na  imprensa.  Os  trabalhos  de  construcçâo  foram 
realmente  começados  em  1889,  ^  continuados  até  o  verão  de  1893, 
quando  foram  suspensos  por  &lra  de  íiindos.  Durante  a  terceira 
sessão  do  quinquagesimo-terceiro  Congresso  (189Ç),  as  seguintes 
■estipulações  relativas  a  estudos  tio  canal  pelo  Governo  tios  Estados 
Unidos  íbram  inseridas  na  sundry  civil  appropriation  bill: 

Para  o  fim  de  determinar  a  practicabilidade,  permanencia,  e  custo  da  con- 

■scrucção  e  acabamento  do  canal  de  Nicaragua  pelo  caminho  contemplado  e 
-estipulado  na  lei  que  o  Senado  decretou  a  28  de  Janeiro,  intitulada:  "  Uma  lei 
para  emendar  a  lei  intitulada  *  Uma  ici  para  incorporar  a  Maritituf  Canal  drnt- 
pany  of  Nicarainia,*  approvada  a  20  de  Fevereiro  de  1889,"  é  concedida  a  quantia  • 
de  $20,000,  para  ser  dispendida  sob  a  administr ^^;ão  do  Secretario  de  Estado. 

E  uma  commissão  de  tres  engenheiros  c  constituida  por  isto  para  ia¿er  os 
estudos  c  exames  necessários  para  essa  determinação  ;  a  dita  commissão  será 
■escolhida  e  nomeada  pelo  Presidente  dos  £stados  Unidos,  sendo  um  do  corpo 
^e  engenheiros  do  exercito  dot  EsUdoi  Unidos,  um  dos  engenheiros  da 
marinha,  e  um  engenheiro  civil  ;  e  a  remuneraçlo  será  fixada  pelo  Presidente  e 
não  deve  exceder  ft  quantia  de  $5,000  por  cada  um,  tnduindo-se  durante  o 
tempo  que  estiverem  empregados  os  vencimentos  que  os  engenhtíros  que  forem 
cscolhid<}s  ja  tiverem  do  governo. 

E  a  dita  commtsSo,  pelo  regulamento  que  o  Secretario  de  Estado  prescrever, 
<om  a  approvação  do  Presidente  dos  Estados  Unidos,  visitará  e  pessoalmente 
Inspeccionará  o  traçado  do  dito  canal,  e  deverá  examinar  e  considerar  os  planos, 
perhs,  secções,  e  especificações  das  varias  partes,  e  apresentar  ao  Presidente  um 
relatório  «.obre  estes;  c  si  elles  determinarem  que  um  desvio  da  linha  geral  do 
caminho  projectado  (:  desejável,  o  declarão  no  seu  relatório.  E  a  dita  commis- 
são deverá  apresentar  seu  relatório  no  primeiro  de  Novembro  de  1895  ou  antes 
d'isto. 

De  accordo  com  estas  estipulações,  o  Presidente  Cleveland 
nomeou  o  Tenente  Coronel  William  Ludlow,  do  exercito  dos 
Estados  Unidos,  M.  S.  Endicott,  engenheiro  da  marínha  dos 
Estados  Unidos^  e  Alfred  Noble  de  Illinois,  engenheiro  civil. 
O  seu  relatório  foi  apresentado  ao  Congresso  no  dia  7  de  Fevereiro 
de  1896,  e  foi  publicado  como  documento  No.  279,  quint^ua- 
gesiino-quarto  Congresso,  primeira  sessão. 

O  relatório  limitou-se  aos  característicos  technicos  da  obra,  e 
recommendou  outras  exploraçt')es  e  estudos  para  determinar  a 
formação  de  um  projecto  ñnal.  Algumas  decisões  da  commissão 
^ram  vigorosamente  combatidas,  e  o  Congresso,  em  sua  sessão 
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recente,  inseriu  uma  clausula  na  lei  geral  de  deñciencia,  votando 
a  quantia  de  $i  ^o,cxx>  ^^para  continuar  os  estudos  e  exames  auto- 
rísados  pela  lei  approvada  no  dia  2  de  Março  de  1895,  intitulada 
*unia  lei  concedendo  verba  para  as  varias  dt^spe zas  civis  do  Governo 
para  o  anno  fiscal  findo  em  30  de  Junho  de  1896,  e  para  os  outros 
tins,'  ahm  de  torin.ii  planos  completos  para  o  trabalho  inteiri)  da 
construcçào  deste  canal  como  foi  estipulado,  *  *  *  ^  pj^p^ 
levar  a  cabo  este  proposito,  o  Presidente  dos  Pastados  Unidos  é 
autorisado  a  nomear,  com  a  approva^ào  do  Senado,  uma  Com- 
missâo  consistindo  de  um  engenheiro  do  Corpo  de  Engenheiros 
do  exercito  dos  Estados  Unidos,  um  official  da  marmha,  que 
pode  ser  escolhido  dos  activos  ou  da  reserva  e  um  engenheiro 
civil,  tendo  a  dita  Commissão  todos  os  poderes  e  deveres  que  são 
conferidos  á  Commissào  estipulada  nesta  lei." 

Pela  estipulação  desta  clausula,  o  Presidente  McKinley,  no  dia 
9  de  Julho  de  1897,  nomeou,  eonio  Coniniissào  de  1'^^tudos,  Contra- 
Almirante  John  G.  Walker,  da  armada  dos  Estados  Unidos,  na 
reserva;  Capitào  Oberlin  M.  Carter,  do  Corpo  de  Engenheiros 
do  exercito  dos  Estados  Unidos,  e  Lewis  M.  Haupt,  de  Peiu^- 
sylvania,  engenheiro  civil. 

O  seu  relatório  determinará  definitivamente  o  traçado  do  canal 
e  o  custo  approximado  da  obra.  Que  auxilio,  si  auxilio  houver, 
será  prestado  á  construcçào  do  canal  pelo  Governo  dos  Estados 
Unidos,  é  cousa  que  tem  de  ser  decidida  pelo  Congresso.  Mas 
é  evidente  destas  deliberações,  que,  em  primeiro  lugar,  um  canal 
atravez  do  Isthmo,  pelo  caminho  mais  practicavel,  ¿  a  grande 
necessidade  internacional  deste  século;  e  que,  em  segundo  lugar, 
este  deve  ser  construido  com  a  cooperação  activa  de  todas  as 
Republicas  Americanas  como  meio  de  desenvolvimento  e  pro- 
gresso intercontinental.  Parece  não  somente  possivel,  mas  apro> 
priado  e  opportuno  que  os  Estados  Unidos  declarem  como  sua 
politica  nacional  e  deterniiiiaçao  iiialíeravel,  cpie,  nas  palavras  de 
John  Olincy  Adams,  "os  dous  continentes  americanos  devem 
ficar  d  aqui  em  diante  sob  a  direccào  dos  Estados  americanos. 

A  construcçào  de  um  canal  atravez  do  Isthmo  de  Panama  sob 
auspicios  essencialmente  americanos  seria  a  realização  desta  politica. 

A  utilidade  especial  da  empreza  de  Nicaragua  foi  exposta  pelo 
General  Grant  em  termos  precisos,  num  artigo  que  íbi  publicado 
BaU.  Ko.  3  ^9 
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na  "North  American  Review**  do  mez  de  Fevereiro  de  i88l» 
Elle  disse:  '*De  accôrdo  corn  a  antiga  e  actual  politica  do  Go- 
verno, obedecendo  á  vontade  do  povo  americano,  frequentemente 
expressada,  em  attençào  á  nossa  dignidade  e  poder  como  naçào, 
com  o  devido  zelo  por  nossa  seguridade  e  prosperidade  de  nossos 
interesses  e  industrias  ncsto  (-t)nrinentr  e  com  a  resoluí^ào  dc  impe- 
dir que  potencias  rivaes,  quer  amigas,  quer  inimigas,  sejam  estabe- 
lecidas cm  nossas  costas,  recommendn  ao  povo  americano  um  canal 
americano  em  solo  amerícam^  e  me  felicito  pelo  facto  de  que  os 
estudos  mais  cuidadosos  têm  demonstrado  que  este  traçado  ame- 
ricano é  o  mais  conveniente,  sob  o  ponto  de  vista  económica,  para 
a  construcçâo  de  uma  obra  destinada  á  uma  grande  prosperidade. 


REPUBLICA  ARGENTINA. 

IMPORTAÇÕES  £  EXPORTAÇÕES  EM  1896. 

O  "Moniteur  Officiel  du  Commerce,"  de  6  dc  maio  de  1897, 

publica  as  seguintes  estadisticas  relativas  ao  commercio  exterior 
da  Republica  Argentina: 

As  imporcaçGes  em  1896  montaram  a  118,1 21,347  pcsns,  »endo  um  aug« 

mento  de  17,000,000  pesos  sobre  as  do  anno  anterior.  O  augmento  consistiu 
principalmente  no  ferro  e  manufactura*  (¡ue  foram  importado*  no  valor  dc 
4,86s, 000  pc?o-:  ;  na  m;ulcira  c  suas  manufacturas  no  vaior  de  3,0^^.000  pcsos; 
c  nos  producLt)3  ciiliuu  o>  c  pluirmaceuricos.  2,3^0,000  pesos.  As  importações 
dos  paizes  foram  approxinutJaníenie  seguintes: 


Faixes.  Valor. 


Piastras. 

Allvmanha  ;    13.  <>tx),  <kxi 

Inglaterra  .]  44.  701^,  (k>ii 

França   12,  oou,ock> 

Italia   11,390,000 

Estado»  Unidos     ii»  210,000 

Seguem-se  a  Bélgica,  o  Brazil,  a  Hespanha  e  as  outras  nações.  O  augmento  das 
importaçjSes  da  Inglaterra  foi  de  cerca  dc  4,^00,000  pesos;  das  importações  da 
França»  de  cerca  dc  3,000,000  pesos;  das  importações  da  AUemanha»  algumas 
2,8oOyOOO  pesos  ;  e  das  da  Italia,  de  cerca  de  1^000,000  pesos. 
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O  valor  total  das  exportações  em  1896  montOtt  a  117*849,85$  pesos,  sendo 
uma  diminuição  de  mais  de  3,000,000  pesos,  comparado  com  o  valor  das 
exportações  para  1895.  Isco  foi  especialmente  notável  nos  animaes  vivos.  Os 
productos  agrícolas  mostram  um  augmento  de  1,700,000  pesos,  principalmente 
dl)  milho.  Houve  uma  grande  diminuição  no  valor  do  trigo  que  se  exportou, 
mais  de  1,000,000  pc^^os. 

Quaiuo  tkstiin)  das  exportações,  a  Franchi  as  recebeu  no  valor  de  2  ^,600,000 
pesos;  Inelatcrra,  14, :500,00o  pesos;  Aiiemanlui,  13,^00,000  jic^o^  ;  Bclgica, 
1  2,000,000  pesos  ;  Bra/il,  9,800,000  pesos.  Os  Estados  Unidos,  italiac  Uruguay 
seguem  em  ordem. 

Desta  revista  geral,  pode-se  ver  que  os  paizcs  que  enviam  para  a  Republica 
Argentina  mais  productos  que  compram  delia  sSo  a  Inglaterra,  Italia  e  os  Esta* 
dos  Unidos.  Ao  contrario,  a  França,  a  Belica  e  o  Brazil  importam  em  maior 
escala  que  exportam.  O  balanço  do  commercio  com  Allemanha  é  quasi  em 
equilibrio. 


COLOMBIA. 

DIREITO  DE  DEZ  POR  CENTO  SOBRE  OS  VOLUMES  POSTAES. 

Por  um  decreto  de  4  de  iiovciiibro  de  i8(/).  o  governo  do 
Departamento  de  Panama  impòz  um  direito  de  10  por  cento  ad 
valorem  sobre  todos  os  volumes  procedentes  do  estrangeiro  recebi- 
dos por  correio.  Também  regulou  a  cobrança  de  dito  imposto  e 
deu  instrucções  aos  agentes  fiscaes  para  que  abrissem  todos  os 
volumes. 

Em  consequência  das  reclamações  que  foram  feitas  relativas  a 

este  assumpto,  o  Governo  colombiano  modificou  as  instrucções 
originaes  do  modo  seguinte  : 

O  valor  do  volume  postal  será  det(  riiiiTuulo  p<  lo  sello  e  pela 
declaração  que  o  acompanha,  e  a  veriticaçào  da  exactidão  das 
declarações  será  feita  quando  haja  suspeita  ou  razões  que  a 
justifiquem. 

Além  d'isso,  o  direito  de  importação  dos  volumes  postaes  será 
liquidado  no  futuro  na  repartição  de  correio  onde  se  recebam  e 
não  nas  repartições  do  Ministerio  da  Fazenda. 
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COSTA  RICA. 

O  Congresso  Nacional  desta  Republica  promulgou  um  decreto 
no  dia  20  de  Maio  ultimo,  prohibindo,  a  partir  dessa  data,  a  iinmi- 
graçfu)  dos  chinezes  para  o  paiz;  mas  essa  prohibiçào  nfio  será 
api^licavcl  at)s  individuos  tiesta  nacionalidade  que  já  estào  estabe- 
If  (  idos  permanentemente  em  Costa  Rica.  Estes  podem  deixar  o 
paiz  e  voltar  quando  assim  quizerem. 

O  mesmo  decreto  autorisa  o  Executivo  a  obstar  a  tmmigiação 
para  a  Republica  de  qualquer  outra  raça  que  o  Govemo  considerar 
obnoxia  ao  progresso  e  bem  estar  da  nação. 

O  Poder  Executivo  expedirá  instnicções  regulamentares  para 
íãzcr  vigorar  a  presente  lei. 

O  Poder  E  xecuti\o  approvou  o  projecto  de  uma  concessão 
intitulada  "The  Sarapiqui  Estates  Company  Limited,  '  que  tem 
por  objecto  o  melhoramento  de  grandes  terrenos  adaptados  á  cul- 
tura de  café,  cacáo  e  de  todos  os  outros  productos  tropicaes. 

Essa  companhia  íbi  estabelecida  em  Londres,  a  28  de  Agosto 
de  1896. 


HONDURAS. 

CONCESSÕES  FEITAS. 

N'uma  carta  recente  dirigida  á  Secretaria  de  Estado,  o  Sr. 
W.  M.  Little,  Consul  dos  Estados  Unidos  em  1  egucigalpa,  diz: 

1.  Uma  concessão  foi  feira  a  capitalistas  de  New  York  para  o  acabamento 
dn  entrada  de  ícrro  int:er(.)ce¿mic;i  de  1'ucrto  Cortez  a  Amapala.  O  Governo 
cclcbçouo  contracto  cuín  o  "Syndicaro  de  Honduras"  de  New  York.  O  Syn- 
dicato  fica  obrigado  a  urrunjar  a  divida  estrangeira,  e  tem  o  direito  de  estabelecer 
um  banco  nacional,  e  de  administrar  as  alfandegas  da  Republica  por  um  prazo  de 
atinos.    O  Byndicaco  fica  obrigado  em  breve  tempo,  a  prestar  certas  f^rantias. 

2.  Uma  concessão  é  feita  a  capitalistas  de  Washington  para  a  construcçâo  de 
uma  estrada  de  ferro  eléctrica  do  systema  de  Fryer»  de  Puerto  Cortez  a  Truxillo. 
A  concessão  é  feita  á  ** American  Honduras  Company"  de  Washington.  A 
companhia  fica  obrigada  a  depositar  certos  fundos  como  garantia. 

3.  Um  acto  que  faz  certas  mudanças  na  tarifa  e  um  acio  que  toma  livre  a 
cultura  cvcndade  tabaco  foram  votados  pelo  Congresso.  Até  agora  tem  sido 
monopolio  do  Governo. 
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4.  Uma  concessão  feita  a  capitalistas  Americanas  para  o  estahclc<  imento  de 
uma  estrada  de  rodagem  c  de  uma  linha  de  carros  de  expresso  de  Puerto  Corte?, 
a  Tegucigalpa,  e  d'ahi  a  Amapala. 

ABOLIÇÃO  DO  MONOPOLIO  DE  TOBAGO, 
Decreto  No.  1 14. 
O  CONGRESSO  NACIONAL  DECRETA  : 

AaT.  1,  Fica  abolido  no  Estado  o  monopolio  de  tabaco;  por  conseguinte  fica 
permittido  sem  limitação  alguma,  plantar,  cultivar,  preparar  e  exportar  a  dita 
planta^  e  tirar  o  lucro  da  mesma. 

Art.  2.  Desde  que  esta  lei  entre  em  vigor  o  Poder  Executivo  ficará  autorisada 
a  vender  a  presente  existencia  de  labaço  pelo  preço  que  possa  obter. 

Art.  3.  Esta  lei  vigorará,  quanto  á  plantação  c  exportação  de  tabaco,  desde  o 
primeiro  dc  agosto  dc  1  ■^97  ;  e  quanto  i  abolição  do  monopolio  desde  o  pri- 
meiro dc  de/cinhro  do  anno  corrente 

Dado  em  TcLucigalpa,  na  Sala  das  Sessões,  no  dia  5  de  abril  dc  1897. 
(Assignado)  José  Maria  Riína, 

Presidente^  etc. 

MUDANÇAS  NA  TARIFA. 
Decreto  'No.  1 19. 
O  CONGRESSO  NACIONAL  DECRETA: 

Aar.  1.  Fica  estabelecida  para  a  avaliação  de  mercadorias  que  se  importarem 
no  Estado  uma  classe  duodécima,  com  a  avaliaçSo  de  dous  pesos  por  libra,  do 
peso  bruto. 

Art.  2.  Nas  avaliações  estabelecidas  fazem-se  as  seguinte»  modificações  :* 
1.  O  vinho  e  a  cerveja  em  garrais  de  todas  as  qualidades,  ficam  transferidos 

da  segunda  para  a  terceira  classe. 

3.  O  vinho  e  a  cerveja  em  barris,  garrafões,  ou  em  qualquer  outra  vasilha 

excepto  em  garrafa,  ficam  transferidos  da  segunda  para  a  quarta  classe. 

3.  Os  licores,  fortes  ou  doces,  taes  como  o  alcohol,  aguardente,  whisky, 
absinthio,  rhum,  gcnchra.  mi<te1a,  chartrcu-îe,  bebidas  amnreas,  etc.,  c  o  vinho 
de  Champanha,  quando  vir  em  garrafas  e  nao  exceder  a  zz  gráos  de  Carrhier, 
firam  transferidos  da  quarta  para  a  sexta  c!as<;e.  I  odo  o  vinho  dc' Champanha 
que  exceda  au  gráu  mencionado  será  avaliado  {>rt)p()rrionalmente. 

4.  Os  licores,  fortes  ou  doces,  taes  como  o  alcohol,  aguardente,  whisky, 
absinthio,  rhum,  genebra,  etc.,  quando  vierem  em  barris,  garratoes,  ou  em  outras 
vasilhas  que  nao  garrafas,  e  nao  excederem  a  z  z  gráos  dc  Carthier,  ficam  trans- 
feridos da  quarta  para  a  oitava  classe.  Quando  excederem  a  esse  gráo,  serão 
avaliados  proporcionalmente. 

5.  As  calcas,  colletés,  jaquetas,  casacos  de  todas  as  classes,  capotes,  e  todas 
as  outras  roupas  semelhantes  de  homem,  feitas  de  lã  ou  de  linho,  ficam  trans- 
feridas da  oitava  para  a  nona  classe. 
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6.  Os  sellins,  cabrestos,  cúxas  de  espingarda,  arçfies  de  scllim,  redeas  de 
freio,  cilhas,  gamarras,  garrupdras  e  os  outros  accessorios,  ficam  transferidos 

da  nona  para  a  oitava  classe. 

7.  As  hola?  de  martim  par.i  bilhares,  quando  vierem  sem  os  bilhares,  joias, 
ornanícnros,  pedras  preciosas,  e  pedrarias,  artigos  de  ouro  ou  de  prata,  e  o<5  que 
contiverem  estes  metaes,  relógios  de  bolso,  leitos  dc  qualquer  material,  caixas, 
vasias  de  pcllucia,  sctim.  ou  couro,  preparadas  para  os  relógios  de  bolso  ou  para 
joias,  sedas  cruas  ou  misturadas  com  outro  material,  manufacturadas  cm  qual- 
quer forma,  quando  a  pane  principal  for  de  seda,  ficam  transferidas  da  undécima 
para  a  duodécima  classe. 

8.  Os  cigarros  dc  todas  as  classes,  incluindo  também  os  charutos,  ficam  trans* 
feridos  da  dedma  para  a  nona  classe. 

Art.  3.  A  importaçSo  de  aguardente  da  mesma  qualidade  que  se  faz  no  paix, 
de  rhum,  whisky,  aguandente,  genebra,  e  do  licor  de  anis  de  qualidade  ordinaria, 
fica  prohibida,  ñcando  autorisado  O  Governo  a  importal-os  e  vendel-os. 

Art.  4.  Todas  as  mercadorias  que  se  importarem,  pagarão  looj^  além  dos 
direitos  estabelecidos  de  avaliação  de  armazenagem. 

Art.  5.  .\  presente  lei  vigorará  desde  o  primeiro  de  agosto  de  1897,  mas  as 
estipulações  ilo  arfiL'o  4,  só  vigorarão  desde  c«i<a  data,  caso  não  esteiam  depos- 
itada no  dia  25  dc  maio,  a  garantia  estipulada  no  conrracro  com  o  Syndicato  de 
Honduras,  relativas  ao  arranjo  da  divida  do  banco  e  da  estrada  de  ferro.  No 
caso  dc  ^uc  a  garantia  seja  depositada,  f>  referido  artigo  4  só  viporará  de>de  o 
primeiro  de  outubro  como  adiantamento,  no  caso  de  lalia  dc  cumprimento  do 
estipulado  no  mesmo  contracto. 

(Asstgnado.)         Josí  Maria  Reina,  Presidente,  etc. 

3  de  abril  de  1897 

Nota.— A  lei  da  tarifa  original,  cora  as  onze  classes  a  que  se  refere  este  decreto, 
acha-se  no  Manual  de  Honduras,  publicado  pela  Secretaria  da?  Republicas  Americans, 
vindo  as  classes  no  fim  do  livro.  Desde  a  publicação  da  lei  original,  os  direitos  foram 
auErmcntados,  primeiramente  20  por  cento  da  quantia  original,  e  dri  ni>i  30  por  rt-nto 
deste  total.  Em  vez  destes  duus  diflerenies  augmentos,  a  nova  lei  estipula  que  todas 
as  mercadorias  que  se  importarem  serflo  sujeitas  a  «ma  taxa  addicional  de  100  por 
cenio,  além  dos  Impostos  origlnaes  e  das  custas  de  armazenagem.  A  taxa  de  ama» 
senagem  é  de         centavos  por  grosa  de  libras. 


SANTO  DOMINGO. 

NOVA  LEI  MONETARIA. 
[Extrahida  dos  Relatórios  Consulares  dos  Estados  Unidos  para  julho  de  1897.] 

Remetto  cam  esta  uma  copui  e  traductrào  da  nova  lei  moiu- 
taria  decretada  pelo  Governo  dominicano  no  dia  5  do  corrente 
mez. 

Archibald  H.  Grímke»  CotisuL 
Santo  Domingo,  ij  de  Maio  de  i8çj. 
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1 .  A  cunhagem  da  moeda  de  prata  ligada  da  casa  de  moeda  da  Republica  será 
limitada  á  jomma  maxima  de  $1,500,000. 

2.  Como  é  o  objecto  do  Poder  Executivo  que  a  quantia  da  moeda  de  prata 
cm  circulação  será  sempre  menor  d«'  mieé  necessária,  e  que  uma  quantia  de 
moeda  dc  ouro  >crá  exigida  para  fa/cr  os  ncgoc-io<;,  a  cunhagem  de  !^6oo,ooo  foi 
decidida,  c  o  re^ru  será  cunhado  >ómcnic  nu  ca¡>o  de  que  as  transac^'c-^  da  Repub- 
lido  exijam  os  p  u'amentos  cm  j^cquenas  sommas;  a  quantia  que  >c  mostrar  indis- 
pensável será  i  unnuda  graJualnieiUC,  e  não  excederá  de  qualquer  modo  á  somma 
ííxada  dc  $1,500,000.  Os  typos  da  moeda  nacional  serfto  os  seguintes.  Um 
peso,  cincoenta  centavos»  vinte  centavos,  dez  centavos. 

3.  {a)  A  moeda  de  nickel  em  circulação. 

{^)  A  moeda  na  forma  de  francos  da  Republica  em  circulaçio. 

{c)  A  moeda  de  bronze  em  circulação. 

(d)  A  moeda  çunhada  a  que  se  refere  o  presente  decreto. 

(í)  Os  bilhetes  do  Banco  Nacional  garantidos  pelo  Governo,  formarão  o  que 
se  denomina  a  moeda  corrente,  o  valor  de  cada  franco  dominicano  sendo  íixado 
em  20  centavos  da  moeda  corrente. 

4.  A  seguinte  moeda  dc  ouro  será  avaliada  á  taxa  mencionada,  c  será  acceita 
como  moeda  correnrc  cm  pagamento  das  transacções  parrii  ul  ires  e  pelas  autori- 
dades fiscacs  e  municipac-:  A  peça  dc  ouro  americana  Jc  .'fl^o  a  $40,  e  suas 
partes  fraccionarias  cm  prupurrào;  a  lihra  c-^terlina  a  Sç.  >o,  c  suaN  partes  frac- 
cionarias em  proporção;  as  pOl;a^  ouro  dc  20  trancos  a  §~.;o,  c  >ua-  partes 
fraccionarias  cm  propur^âo;  a  pc^a  dc  uuru  allcniã  dc  ¿0  niarcu»  a  ^y. 25, 
e  suas  partes  fraccionarias  em  proporção. 

5.  A  moeda  de  prata  de  cunhagem  estrangeira  não  seri  considerada  como 
moeda  corrente,  e  sua  importação  por  este  fica  prohibida. 

6.  O  pagamento  dos  dirâtos  líscaes  e  municipaes  deve  ser  feito  em  parte  ou 
em  todo,  na  moeda  seguinte  e  nlo  ser&  acceita  outra:  Na  moeda  de  prata  da 
cunhagem  da  Republica;  na  moeda  de  nickel  da  cunhagem  da  Republica;  na 
moeda  de  bronze  da  cunhagem  da  Republica;  nos  bilhetes  do  Banco  Nacional 
de  Santo  Domingo  garantidos  pelo  Governo,  no  presente  decreto. 

7.  Para  o  pagamento  dos  direitos  áscaes  e  municipaes  (que  deve  ser  feito  na 
moeda  de  ouro  ou  «cu  equivalente  á  taxa  official  do  cambio),  a  taxa  do  ouro 
americano  Mibre  a  moeda  corrente  da  Republica  será  fixada  invariavelmente  em 
100  pur  tento,  dc  nmJ.o  tpie  ^2  na  moeda  corrente  cquivalam  a  $1  dc  ouro 
americano.  Quanto  oOrif^af  õcs  c  coniructos  entre  os  particulares,  o  valor 
hxudo  Á  niucda  corrente  em  rclat,ãu  á  inucda  de  ouro  anieritana  é  o  mesmo 
como  o  assignado  iio  presente  dollar  dc  prata  dc  cunhagem  mexicana  em  relação 
á  moeda  de  ouro  americana;  e  decreta-se  que  cada  dollar  da  moeda  corrente  é 
equivalente  a  cada  dollar  da  moeda  mexicana  e  é  um  substituto  delle.  A  moeda 
de  prata  estrangeira  que  esti  actualmente  em  circula<;âo  será  admittida  nas 
transacçGes  particulares  durante  o  prazo  de  seis  mezes  a  partir  da  promulgação 
do  presente  decreto,  e  ao  fim  deste  prazo  a  referida  moeda  não  será  olFerta  real 
na  Republica,  não  importa  quaes  sejam  o  seu  peso  e  liga. 

A  moeda  de  prata  que  seja  desprezada  por  ser  turada  ou  cortada  e  que  não 
pode  ser  exportada  por  causa  da  falsficação,  poderá  ser  trocada  no  valor  que 
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representa,  no  escriptoño  do  contador  geral  da  Fazenda,  para  a  moeda  de  prata 
de  cunhagem  nacional. 

Este  decreto,  a  contar  da  data  da  sua  promulgação,  abroga  todas  as  leis  e 
di<iposi<;(5es  cm  contrario,  e  será  enviado  ao  Poder  £xecutivo  para  os  áns 
constitutucionaes. 


ESTADOS  UNIDOS. 

COMMERCIO  COM  OS  PAIZES  LATINO -AMERICANOS.  RELA- 
ÇÃO MENSAL  DAS  IMPORTAÇÕES  E  EXPORTAÇÕES. 

A  seguinre  <'•  a  relação  mensal  mais  recente,  compilada  por 
WoRTHiNGTON  C.  l  oRD,  chefe  da  Repartirai)  de  Estatistica  do 
Ministerio  da  l  a/cnda,  mostrando  o  comnicrcio  entre  os  Estados 
Unidos  e  os  pai/cs  latino-americanos.  A  relação  é  dada  para  o 
mez  de  Junho  de  1897,  e  corrigida  até  Agosto  de  1897.  Dcve-se 
explicar  que  os  algarismos  das  varias  alfândegas^  mostrando  as 
importações  e  exportações  de  um  só  mez  não  sSo  recebidos  no 
Ministerio  da  Fazenda  até  quasi  o  dia  20  do  mez  seguinte,  e 
perde-se  al^um  tempo  necessariamente  em  sua  compilação  e 
impressão.  Por  cDnseíjjuinte,  as  estatísticas  para  o  mez  de  Junho, 
por  (  xemplo,  nào  são  puiílicados  até  os  primeiros  dias  de  Agosto. 
Espera-se,  [)ortanto,  que  com  a  cooperação  especial  da  Repartiçáo 
de  Estatistica,  o  Boi  ftim  mensal  poderá  fornecer  a  seus  leitores  os 
algarismos  dos  principaes  artigos  do  commercio  latinoamericano, 
antes  de  sua  publicação  oíHcial  pelo  Ministerio  da  Fazenda. 

Impertações  t  exportações,  Junho  iSçy. 
IMPORTAÇÕES  DE  MERCADORIAS  NOS  ESTADOS  UNIDOS. 


Junho. 

i«g6. 

1S97. 

Quantidade. 

Valor. 

Qnaatidade.  '  Vtlor. 

Páii  c  iiii  f  eche  (toneladas) — 

Carvão  iiciuminoso — 
Coco  ou  cacflo  crû  (libras)— 

106 
456 
a.  776 

i.ogr,  233 
209.  532 
895,059 

$3.  775 
10,895 

59.  «97 
9, 1S8 

III. 851 

14.  9^18 
sã,99â 

i- 

727       $20,  S90 

1, 560      99. 324 
1,843  a6,7«6 

9. 769       20,  sa? 

388,690  35.317 

151.033  13.093 

63.838  5.9*3 
1,379,144  117.339 
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Importações  e  exportações,  junho  de  lêpf — Continuado. 
IMPORTAÇÕES  DE  MERCADORIAS  NOS  ESTADOS  UNIDOS— Continuado. 


Artigos  e  paízcs. 


Café- 

America  Centrai  

Mexico  , , ,. 

As  Antilhas  

Brazil  

Outias  Rt  ¡Hililíca*  S.  A 
Algoddo  cm  rama — 

America  do  Sul  

Henequén — 

Mexico  


Jonlio. 


1^)96. 


Quantidade.  |  Valor. 


Bananas — 

An^erica  Central  

As  An tiltias  britannicas   

Cuba  

America  do  Sul  , .   

Ilhas  de  Hawaii  

Laranjas — 

Mexico  ,  

As  Antilhas  tu  it.uinu  .t;  

Cuba  

Couros  c  pelles  (libras)— 

America  Central  

Mexico  

As  Antilhas  

America  do  Sui  

Borracha  crùa  (libras)— 

Amrrira  Central  

Mexico  

As  Antilhas......  

Brazil  

Outras  Republicas.  S.  A  

Chumbo  em  linguados  ou  em  barras 
(libran) — 

Mexico  

Assttcar  nflo  su  per  ior  ao  n*  16,  de  pa- 
drSo  hollandez — 

Mexico  

As  Antilhas  britannicas  

Cuba  

Outras  Antilhas  

Braaiü  

Outras  republicas.  S.  A  

Tabaco  em  folha  (libras)— 

Mexico  

Cuba  

Mogno  {M  pés> - 

America  Central  , 

Mexico  

Cuba...  

Outras  Antilhas  

America  do  Su!  

U  (da  America  do  Sul)— 

Classe  I  (roupa)  

Classe  II  (1.1  penteada)  

Classe  III  (tapetes)  


3.  S47.  47'^ 

i.3«i.  297 
587.  103 

33.  289.  594 
131.864 


$5iyu,  Uni 
214. oSi 

,  81,824 
4. 62g,  647 
18,500 


309.558  I  41.797 


6.277 

225 

239. 672 
I77.t>33 
135,202 
81,  885 
tt  123 


421.  5<H 
16,059 


93.  »67 
782. 587 

1.698, 057 

104,  942 

9.233 
2,  022 

805,334 
3.600 


"»  976. 533 

2, 338, 381 
51.741.  773 


133.  866.  773 

15.  337.  779 
12,369.  652 

9.  354 
1.096,208 


I,  526 
41 


"5.  797 

tr.t.  Ifi- 
2.  030,  912 


1,285 

350 
10 

13.  289 
100,  596 

41.  293 
391,  729 

46, 726 

2,  557 
768 

354.  736 
I.  t8i 


131. 192 

45.  «*4 

r,  194.  210 


3,  321.1.  y\Y^  I 
308. 361  j 

317.718  ! 

■  .  I 

I.a63  ; 
526.321  I 


73. 889 
3.99a 


450 

9.980 

15. 712 


1897. 


Qiuntidade. 

Valor. 

4,  341,  8qi 

2,  609,  104 
338, 513 
47.312,  637 

7, 441. 7U 

$604.  657 

351.  161 
44.  690 
3. 660,  949 

984.  392 

67,030 

7.613 

JiS  062 

216, 327 

352. 535 
1,470 

108,552 

2.484 

4.  828 

2.  876 

140.  514 
1,493,  322 
I.  78?.  410 
9, 486,  945 

20,  656 

l''9.  530 
145.  682 

1.390.  930 

79.  946 

13.  800 

31.  776 

5.  Si's 

652. S83 
81,044 

325. 109 

29. 761 

12. 873.  t87 

154. 588 

309.  555 
74.  S60, 027 
80.  269.  427 
29. 822, 329 

2,606 

I.  301.  594 
I .  O90.  924 
578,496 

24,635.  511 

517.209 

48,400 
320,950 

ao.  097 
161, 689 

533 
764 
300  1 

V 

14. 353 
20,  : 
I2,SI4 

843 
100 

4.  Ï33, 227 

1. 403,  261  1 
2,  245,  S62  1 

467,226 

205.  595 
1S2. 686 
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Imffortaçdis  e  exportações,  junko  de  /^/-^^ontinuado. 
EXPORTAÇÕES  DE  PRODUCTOS  DOMESTICOS. 


Artigase  palie*. 


Junho. 


Quantídade. 


Instrumentos  de  agricultura — 

Mexico  

Ame  rir. 1  Central  e  Honduras  brU 

tnnnica  

Cuba  

I'nrln  R¡(  o  

SanU)  DotiijHgo  

Outras  Antilhas  e  Rermufla. . ■ .  ■ 

Republica  Argentina  

Brazil  

Columbia  

Outras  Republicas,  S.  A  

Livros,  mappas,  gravuras  c  outras 
publicações^— 

Mexico   ,  

America  Centrât  e  Honduras  bri. 
tannica  

Cuba  

Porto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Outras  Antilhas  e  Bermuda  

Republica  Argentina  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Outras  Republicas.  S.A.  ....... 

Cercxs,  milho  (íangas) — 

Mexico  

America  Central  e  Honduras  bri- 
tannica  

rub.i  

Purtu  Rico  

Santo  Domingo. .   

Outras  Antilhas  e  Bermuda..... 

America  do  Sul  

Trigo  (fan «as I: 

America  (.\>ntral  e  Honduras  bri- 
tannica  

.\  s  A  mi  1       (.  f  5i  rni  ;ida  .......... . 

Outras  Republicas.  S.  A  

Farinha  de  Trigo  (barris)— 

Mexico    

America    Central    e  i^loudutas 
britannica  

Cuba  .'  

Porto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo    

Outras  Antilhas  e  Bermuda  

Braxil  

CotoiiiM.i   

Outras  Rcpublica.s,  S.  A  

Carruagens,  carros  e  partes  decarros — 

Mexico   

Aiueiica  Central  c  Honduras  bri- 
tannica  

Cuba  

Porto  Rico  


«    •    *  B  I 


195.975 

7.941 
33,929 


900 

57. 221 

3.  S55 


5.333 
46 

212 
5.887 

18. 750 

1<).  <)()^ 
lu.  475 
2.  2>^ 
58.  107 
50.  227 
II,  616 

25.  5tJ9 


Valor. 


68 

2, 049 
341 
313 

55. 429 
838 
242 

26, 556 


6,  luu 

7.  105 

39 

35 
410 

1.097 
4.  744 
1.577 
3,607 
7.488 

75.  asi 

3.  32O 
9.601 


83 

24.  3"ï 


1897. 


Quantidade. 


4.074  ■ 
3^ 
176  I 

SI,  586  ' 

7f).  022  I 
7"4  ! 
3:'^.  754 
9.  45^^» 
212,  u5<j 
19S.  465 

45.795 
81.293 

53. 387 

8, 106  !. 
443  !. 
83«  l. 


1*9.499 

16, 164 
74. 2b3 

I.UUO 

50 

57.  754 
6,  299 


14, 1S4 
1,062 

23.060 

ï^.  757 
11.018 

4.  T'^T 


40.  35<) 
t4.  4'>3 
32,oSo 


Valor. 


718 

511 
763 

402 

45 
671 
40.  176 

4.  193 

63 

3. 050 


IO,  i/iS 

8,  923 
25,  i¿i4 

2,190 
91 

2.  882 

1. 245 
21.210 

r45 
2, 850 

43.99a 

9.  1^5 
27.017 

356 

14 

21.  711 

2.  337 


241 
11,921 

4.661 

103.  503 

40,  íSt 

4^.  043 
22.  953 

3()í),  *rò 
iSí»,  7rr 
53.  233 
137.  345 

274.  801 

22. 182 

8.  Ssi 
764 
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461 


Jiiaba 


Artigos  c  paizei. 


Carruagcns.carrosepartesde  carros — 
Continuado. 

Santo  Domingo  

Outras  Antilhas  e  Üermuda 

Republica  Argentina  

Bra  ■• 


1896. 


Quantidade. 


sra/.ii 


Valor. 


Colombia  ..*..•.... 

Outras  Republicas,  S.  A  

Carvão  de  pedra  (toneladas) — 

Mexico    

America  Central  e  Honduras  bri. 

rannica  

Cuba  

Porto  Rico   ... 

Santo  Domingo  

Outras  Antii^  e  Bermuda  

Brazil    

Colombia  

Ouïras  Republicas  S.  A  

M.iiuifacturas  de  algodno  (jardas) — 

Mexico  

America  Central  e  Honduras  brl- 

tannica  

Cuba  

Porto  Rit'o  

Santo  Domingo  

Outras  Antilhas  c  Bermuda.  

Republica  Argentina  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Outras  Republicas  S,  A  , , . . 

Outras  

Roupa — 

Mexico  .......  

America  Central  e  Honduras  bri- 

tannica  

Cuba  

Porto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Outras  Antilhas  e  Bermuda  

Republica  Argentina  j 

Brazil  I 


16. 480 

691 
14. 684 
1.237 

653 
936 


«5 

I.  142,  237 

I,  Z05,  476 

23.  715 
4S,  212 

213.496 
616.705 

P07,  III 

588. 186 
a.  3*1. 675 


$782 

9. 016 

23, 543 
1.343 
3>937 

49. 971 

2,  521 
33. 859 
3. 199 
2,313 
8,812 


Colombia 


Outras  Repubiims  S.  A  ^ 

Velocipedes  e  accessonus —  \ 

Mexico  

.AniL-ri' .1  Central  e  Honduras  bri-  1 


t.inuic.i 


Cuba 

Porto  Rico  (. 

Santo  Domingo  

Oiitr.K  Antilhas  e  Bermuda  1. 

Argentina  t. 

Brazil  1. 

''^ol  o  m  ilia  

Outras  Repubtioaâ  S.  A  


3.  «77 

I.  132 
3,670 
104 
5.461 
1,396 

7,127 

c8f, 

3.  ï  1  i 


189-. 


Qiiatuidadfi. 


130 

64.  247 

60.  681 

2.  259 
2,  030 
10,  26S 
33.  229 

42.  630 

68. 545 
28.  364 
126, 613 
250,  945 

27.  634 

24,211  ; 
5.64S  ' 

719 

1.756 

4.  7o« 

5,  532 

3.342 
4. 691 


32,  071 

220 
16.  510 

4,  663 

743 
13. 379 

5.  Í03  I 
3.002  i 

861  I 

I 

4íj6,  031 


I.  535.  521 
12.  ISO 
3.400 

"5.  334 
84S.  132 

69.  372 
684, 954 
613, S55 

1,420.47» 


Valor. 


$1.  591 

7.  258 
It),  «;i9 
1 ,  21  >S 
6, 199 
4.427 

S6,  539 

79S 
36.  174 
12.487 
1.844 
35.  492 
27.  505 
6,011 
2,338 

25. SSi 

66,704 
I.  314 

413 
5.684 

48,280 
7,264 
51.222 

42.011 

78.  626 
235.  973 

22, 879 

25.  147 
1.787 
481 

1,  04S 
7,  14S 
9-  440 
3.  28 1 

7.697 
8,585 

6,165 
907 

610 

325 

598 

13.  u"5 

3.  768 
3.978 

2.  f»7r 

4.  8Ü0 
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Importações  e  exportações unho  de  i8çj — Continuado. 
EXPORTAÇÕES  DE  PORDUCTOS  DOMESTICOS— Continuado. 


Artigos  e  paizeií. 


Junho. 


1846- 


»«97. 


Qtinntidnde. 


coser  e 


Ferro  e  aço  e  suas  manufaciuras,  | 

materiaes  de  construcçSo,  serras  ; 

c  fcrrainenins — 

Mfxico  

America  Central  e  Honduras  bri- 

tannica  

Cuba  '. 

Porto  kico  j. 

Santo  Domingo  . ,  

Outras  Antilhas  e  Bermuda  

Republica  Argentina  

Brazil  

Colombia   J. 

Outras  Republicas,  S.  A 
Machinas:    Machinas  de 

accessorios— 

Mexico  

America  Central  e  Honduras  bri 
tannica  ,  

Cuba  

Porto  Rico  

Santo  Dominiîo  

Outras  Antilhas  c  Bermuda  . . . 

Republica  Argentina  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Hutías  Rrj.ublicas,  S.  A  

Outras  machinas — 

Mexico  

Amcrirn  <"rntral  c  Honduras  bri- 

tannica  

Cuba  

Porto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Outras  Antilhas  e  Bermuda  

Republica  Argentina.  

Braaîl  

Colombia  

Outras  Republicas,  S.  A   1 

Couros  e  suas  manufacturas;  couro 

para  sola  (libras) — 

Antilhas  e  Bermuda..  

America  do  Sul  

Outras  classes  de  couro — 

Mexico  

America  Central  e  Honduras  bri- 

tannica  ...........  ..  ....... 

Cuba  

Porto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Outras  Antilhas  e  Bermuda  

Republica  Argentina.  

Brazil  

Colf.lllbii  

Outras  Republicas  .-V  


Valor.  Quantidade. 


i>.395  , 
».  350 


$51.  175 

23,  623 

5.  330 
I.  671 

Í.075 
6.219 

rf».  592 

22.514 

5.  »97 
23, 823 


n,39l 

8,832 

50 

763 

177  .. 

9.  i>89 

4.  '«3 

14,499  '  •• 

228, 507 

25.  i^77 
12.  730 

5»  327 
4.004 

II. 743 

15.  87<> 
105, 085 

8.  6S2 
58, 760 


1.384 
292 

947 

344 
340 

149 

iá3 
983 


3, 668 

3.^1 
1,  7Ó6 


2.715 
2,7»5 


Valor. 


$26, S67 

r2. 270 
7.  403 
I.  431 
1,613 

6,174 

32. 747 
17.361 

8.374 
14.661 


17,9" 
8.346 


4 
276 
1,867 
18. 737 

3.  304 

4.  726 
4.447 

289,305 

154. 115 
6.  7<''4 
2.  375 
5.424 
7.641 
15.702 
30.047 
15,  212 
65.  386 


447 

602 

1.740 

760 
161 


169 
I.  224 

150 
I,  SCO 

185 

524 
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4^3 


Artígos  e  paizes. 


Forii  t .  ;  fnentos  navae»— 

Mc-xico   ......... 

America  Central  e  Honduras  brU 

tannicíi   

Cuba  

Porto  Rico.  

bantu  Domingo  

Ouiias  Antilhas  e  Bermuda  

Republica  Argentina  

Hrazíl  ....  

Colombia  

Outras  Republicas,  S.A.  

.Agua-raz  (galOcs) — 

Mexico  

Ame  ica  Central  c  Honduras  bri- 

tannica  

Cuba  

Porto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Outras  .Antilhas  e  Hcrmuda  

Republica  Argentina  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Outras  Republicas.  S.  A  

Oleos:  Mineraes.  crûs,  incluindo-se 

todos  os  óleos  naturaes,  scm 

considerar  agravidade(galOes) — 

Mexico  

Cuba  

Porto  Rico    

Mexico  ,  

America    Central    c  Hontluias- 

britannica  

Cuba  

Pono  Rico  

S:inl<)  DDinin^iu  

Outras  Antilhas  c  Bermuda  

Republica  Argentina  

ni  a/il  

(  oiombia  

Omras  Republicas  S>  A  

Oleos   vcgeiaes— de    semente  de 

aI|Líodüo  (galocs)-!- 

M  ex  ICO  

America  Central  c  Honduras  bri- 

tannica  

Cnlia  

Pui to  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Outras  Antilhas  c  Bermuda  

Republica  Argentina    

Brazil  

Outras  Republicas  S.  A  

Paraffina  e  cera  de  paraffina  (libras)— 
Mexico  


Junfao. 


J8y6. 


tf*lie  a  *■  n  4  A  A 

^iian  Ti  hmtit  I 

Valor. 

79 

$242 

403 

Si.  154 

1,I32- 

2,503 

952 

2.228 

566 

M33 

337 

650 

24 

51 

130 

270 

150 

420 

197 

460 

6o2 

I.  282 

7'4 

X.  5»o 

10.  7JO 

9,  l6<i 

12,  831 

24. 825 

9>  445 

18,  195 

395 

775 

843 

1,696 

2.903 

6.483 

3.629 

8,14a 

5to 

189 

749 

235 

928 

296 

1.045 

36s 

7,666 

2,  326 

5.  194 

1.548 

830 

267 

540 

166 

46 

17 

80 

16 

2,  fit  2 

7S2 

2,  272 

734 

9.354 

5,  000 

1.650 

42.  3"5 

13.  «87 

21.^83 

5.996 

804 

327 

88  5 

3'4 

17.  542 

5.S15 

3.94à 

1.350 

'''^s-  583 
119. 782 


56.975 

116.  923 

I*'-  57? 
20,  3 1 2 
329.  382 

73a. 

2,  0<12, 

50,  692 
994.676 


29.769 

605 


32, 542        663, 502 


to,  000 

tX,6f2 

12,  6(')5 

470 
1,489 
1,929 
21,  79& 

9».  »35 

177.  ^^54 
4.8ü8 
109.491 


6.331 
249 


382.  97!^ 
8a,  839 

59.  H2 

19.  805 

65.  492 
28Ô, 559 

440,396 

2.  325.  S29 
160,  776 
659.459 


75.815 


3i2 


3,274 

1.450 

23. 358 

6.  495 

2.  666 

I.  104 

42.  521 

II, 7S1 

9.907 

2,b69 

a5S.9S8 

13.408 

20 

5. 771 
72, 825 

l.97^> 
73.  53^"^ 
ii>,  533 

100,848 


28.606 


37.03+ 
19, 798 

6,578 

331 

2.  592 
6.  253 
25, 276 

47,399 

183.  376 
15. 141 
63, 932 


15,  afio 
79 


8 

2.  230 
iS,  214 
623 

•9.  577 
6,  231 

4,768 
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Junho. 

1896. 

1S97. 

Qnaatidade. 

Valor. 

Quantidade. 

Valor. 

Paralfinae  cera  de  paraffiina (libras) — 

Continuado. 

America  (  entrai  e  Honduras  bn- 

24, 22U 

$1. 593 

34.339 

$1.687 

«,891 

fis 

9.466 

395 

Brazil  

30,  040 

1,873 

23,  66S 

I,  1S5 

Outras  Republicas,  S.  A  

lâ.  995 

1.017 

10, 90U 

449 

a  111 

Provisoes;  compreuendendo-se car- 

nes e  productos  de  lacticinio — 

i  ::. 

T,  Ç^:; 

8,  944 

1,048 

AtiK  (ica  Contrat  e  Hondura»  bri- 

21,  723 

2.  217 

31.  723 

4. 103 

1  

2,  496 

193 

5.  192 

399 

4« 

672 

48 

.          1  \ 

«.937 

34.14a 

3.010 

iS.  000 

1.462 

7,  560 

648 

5.876 

452 

5.  f»56 

41? 

19.373 

>.$I7 

13,303 

l.oS-í 

Carne  de  vacca,  salgada  ou  em  sal* 

moura  (libras)— 

I,  luo 

43 

SSo 

56 

America  Central  e  Honduras  brt- 

^''^ 

2,727 

32.090 

1.  593 

2,000 

97 

1Õ,  000 

728 

400 

«3 

400 

20 

4.400 

193 

12.  000 

392 

678, 045 

32,  683 

462,  i6<j 

21.  57'3 

3.  Soo 

220 

3,  (X» 

150 

#■»      \              L  î  _ 

13.  5^ 

553 

9.300 

496 

Outras  Republicas,  S.  A  

«53.  ^^99 

la. 870 

173.  too 

9.3S4 

Sebo  (libras)— 

130.  14S 

5. 

33. 721 

1.  154 

a.            V        ^4              a        w  V         a  ai 

America  Central  e  Honduras  bn- 

274. S3S 

12. 167 

269.  607 

TO.  77a 

95.  261 

3.  24à 

95.413 

3,620 

¥■»        -  -  • 

70. 354 

2. 5<y> 

12. 670 

470 

a      ^*aa  ^ 

77.688 

3. 674 

274.658 

10,  ia7 

V 1  '1 

67.  3S7 

2.S35 

5.  590 

307 

83.  590 

3.  562 

«.79» 

117 

«I, 7ï« 

862 

Toucinho  (libras) — 

S,  oSo 

793 

S.  13s 

692 

America  Central  e  Honduras  bri- 

26,  260 

1. 763 

31.  230 

2,  217 

640,000 

31.959 

I.  196.  554 

70.  683 

64. 102 

3. 204 

38,  205 

2,  25o 

1.375 

5. 

301 

56,  «77 

3,9«» 

49.2SS 

3.  917 

2,  825.  364 

1S5. S31 

1,508,615 

95.617 

1          I,  Soo 

90 

361 

37 

1        II,  289 

769 

43.  «59 

3.  «II 
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5 


Artigo»  e  paixes. 


Presunto  (libras) — 

Mexico  

America  (  éntrale  Honduns  bri- 
tannica  

Cuba  

Porlo  Kii:<i  

Sanio  Dumingo  

Outras  Antilhas  e  Bermuda  

Brazil  

Colombia    

Outras  Republicas  S.  A  

Carne  de  porco  (libras)— 

America  Centrai  e  Honduras  bri- 
tannica  

Cuba  

Porto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Outras  Antilhas  c  Bermuda  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Outras  Republicas  S.  A  

Banii.i  (libras)— 

Mexico  

America  Central  e  Honduras  bri- 
tannica  

Cuba  

Porto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  ..   

Outras  Antilhas  e  Bermuda  

Republica  Argentina..  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Outras  Rcjniblicas  S.  A  

Oleo  c  oleomargarina  (libras) — 

Mexico  

America  Central  c  Honduras  bri- 
tannica    

Porto  Rico  

Outras  Antilhas  e  Bermuda  

Colombia  

Outras  Republicas,  S.  A  

Manteiga  (libras) — 

Mexico   

Amnii  ,1  Cciftral  c  Honduras  bri- 
t.innica  


Junho. 


1896. 


1897. 


Quintfdade. 


Valor. 


Quantlda^.  •  Valor. 


12, 161 

27.  5*5 
328, 400 
75,012 
3. 189 
71.431 


I 


Si.  353 

2,  S74 

29. 555 
6,050 

373 
7.451 


11.  052 
65,039 


130.  350 
31.  200 
716,  200 
6,  3<X) 
I,  S92.  160 
I,  600 
10,  loo 
173,  200 


921 
6,714 


5.  590 

1.459 
3». 760 

306 
àS.  S06 

73 

488 

S,  119  I 


16,  r>79 

2S, 713 

284, 231 

60,  612 

5. 720 

104.  672 

^.415 

12, 721 

66^344 


465,4921  24,737 


220,  (k)2 
a.  611,  243 
381,060 
414 
379.931 
2,  3<j(i 
I,  54g,  020 
32. 105 
964.507 


12, 546 
130,  56a 

«9.053 

1,649 

22,  295 
123 

96.941  1 
1,626  I 

54.73t  I 


Cuba  ,  

Porto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Outras  Antilhas  e  Bermuda. , 

Brazil  

Colombia  

Outr.i';  Republicas,  S.  A  

yucijo  (libras) — 

Mexico  

America  Central  e  Honduras 
tannica  


119,  oî;5 
1$,  000 
283,000 

II,  20<J 
1.501,450 
II,  000 
7.  100 

3  H),  300 

511,063 

347.  »66 
2,  Ó33.  055 

393. 264 

53.424 
604, 1 50 

2,  <X)0 

1. 827,  346 
287, 615 
876^693 

424 

1.930 


bri- 


3.  150 
141.657  I 
29,  562 
6,567 
SI.  611 

8,082 

15.373 


415 

21,  129  I 

5.255  I 
947  ' 
6,734 

824 

I.  5t'7  l 


218,  630 
6,  560 
43.300 

92.  247 

30, 038 
5.  602 
3.  600 
200 
?2I 
134 

474 
55.700 

16,  920 

19.  56O  , 


i 

14S 
49 

7 


Si. 8S2 

3.  351 
30,  891 

5.  455 
Ó07 
10,043 

725 
I,  oSo 

7.  "« 


5.214 
644 

19. 397 

525 
6â,  47S 
41a 
368 

14, 610 
23,303 

17.  475 
113,  Ô5Í 
19.345 

3.  064 

33.  595 
107 

94.  795 
14. 989 

47.639 

59 

185 


«0,797 
691 
4.708 

3.900 

5. 010 
I.0Ü9 

410 

21.  r4 
5. 922 
1, 089 
7.335 

1,836 

2,  uSà 
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ArtigM  e  pMisM. 


Junbu. 


Quantidade.  I  Valor. 


Queijo  t^Hbriisj — CuntinuaUu. 

Cuba  , 

Porto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Outras  Antilhas  e  Bermuda.. , 

Brazil  , 

Colombia  

Ouïras  Republicas,  S.  A  

Sementes — 

Mexico  

Anuri'  a  fcritral  e  Ilunduras 
tariuiLj.  


bri- 


3,600 

1,720 

3, 487 
$9.892 


6,898 
7.687 


194 

374 
6.570 


Cuba  

Porto  Rico  '. 

Santo  Dominico  

Outr.iN  A  milhas  i-  Bermuda. , , . . , 

Republica  Argentina  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Outras  Republicas  S.  A  

Assucar  refinado  (libras)— 

Mexico  

America  Central  c  Honduras  bri- 
laniiica  

Santo  Domingo.  

Outras  Anttllus  e  Bermuda  

Repuhlica  Argentina  

C'ilombia  

Outras  Republicas  S.  A  

Tabaco,  nao  manufacturado  (libras)— 

Mexico  

America  Central  e  Honduras  bri- 

tannica  

Antilhas  c  Bermuda  

R(  [  iit  lica  Argentina  

Colombia  

Outras  Republicas  S.  A  

Tabaco:  cl-  m '-'os,  ri^^arros  e  outras 

manuJaciui.js  «k-  laliaco— - 

Mexico  , 

America  Centrai  e  Honduras  bri- 

tannlca  

Cuba  » 


30, 202 

118. 275 
3.450 
Í37.  4(>7 


8l3 

877 

734 

630 
62 

38 
3S 
391 


Quantidade. 


7.703 

4.  517 
4.037 
72,  179 

9.  532 
18.  524 


36 
103 

I.610 

5.  7S4 
J93 

6.  4S9 


18,844 

77. 524 

5.  754 
165, 590 


S4, 568 
I30 


4,"W 
7 


16S,  lotj        13,  578 


7.  820 
172,993 


S53 
16.  703 


9, 180 
54,483 


Outras  Antilhas  e  Bermuda  

Republica  Argentina  

H'  , 

Columbia  

Outras  Republicas  s.  A  < 

Madeira  e  suas  mantii.trttira';  ma- 
dfira  nao  manutaciuraüa;  ma- 
deira serr;ida  e  cortada;  troncos; 
outras  classes — 

Mexico  , 

America  Central  C  Honduras  bri> 
tannica  

Cuba  


1,092 
4.823 


4,620 

8,  9oo 

7,  4'»2 

17.  44* 
2,656 

SO 

1.477 

3»  075 


32, 982 

3.  «12 

93  ; 


56. 632 
8.762 

17. 233 

15. 264 

161.679 

Io,  -i 

Soo 

82.744 


Valor. 


$1,  190 

496 
8,093 

13a 
1,079 
2.388 

126 

500 
too 
24 

114 
131 


5 

364 
311 

883 

3. 491 

291 
8.  S49 


6.  879 
435 

1.  515 

2,  361 
16,  893 

965 

49 
6,836 


a6s 

8.983 
16,603 

23,  531 
2,053 


Í7 
6.538 


26,  771 

S.  153 

7.3<w 
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Artigo»  c  iMizrü. 


Junho. 


1696. 


Madeira  e  !íikis  manufacturas  :  ma- 
deira não  tnanuíacturada  ;  ma- 
deira serrada  c  corlad  a  ;  i roncos  ; 
outras  classes — Continuado.  1 

Outras  Antilhas  e  Bermuda  j 

Republica  Argentina  

Brazil  I 

Colombia  ' 

Outras  Republicas  S.  A  1 

Madeiras  de  construcçdo  :  Taboas,  ' 
taboados  e  pranchoes —  1 

Mexico  

America  Central  c  Honduras  bri> 
tan  nica  

Cuba  

Porto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Aniiliias  e  Bermuda  

Republica  Argentina  

Brazil   ' 

Colombia  , . 

Outras  Republicas  S.  A  

Todas  as  outras  madeiras  de  con-  j 


Valor. 


5>i.  <'73 
20 


5.930 

1.017 
2.263 

328  ; 

195 
3.453  I 
5.961  \ 
6.750 

454 
3.716 


strucçâo — 

America  Central  e  Honduras  bri- 

Santo  Domingo  

Outras  Antilhas  u  Bermuda  

Republica  Argentina   . . . . 

Brazil   

Colombia  

Outras  Republicas  S.  A  

Manufacturas  de  madeira — 

Mexico  

America  Central  e  Honduras  bri- 
tannica  

Cuba  

PoMo  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Outras  Antilhas  e  Bermuda  

R  (.  [  >  Il  blica  A  i]gentina  

Brasil   «  

Outras  Republicas  S.  A  

Colombia  

Lâ  c  suas  manufacturas  : 

Lfl  crùa  (libras)— 
Mexico  .................... 


I 


39».  «59 


348 
325 


^5*343 

tS.  647 
25.95" 
4.  181 
2, 6S2 
47. 616 
78, 37» 
83.  201 
4.683 
45.093 


38.  S3S 

10, 2T3 

4.  443 
3.  955 
».  355 

20,  928 

14,  673 

1.253 
518 
11.044 

31,007 

23.  8S7 
7.5^3 
3.583 

1.3^ 
17.  151 

5.  535 
9.  I SS 

17.2>8 

4.942 


«897. 


Quantidade. 


34.583  ; 


629 

a,  117 
810 

371 
2. 785 
3. 549 

5.075 

49> 
5.ai8 


60 


Valor. 


$657 


i,02r 
«74 


12,780  237.886 


8,  468 
20,  3S0 
9.667 

5.  132 
40.  813 

49.395 
72. 644 
6, 192 
62,  122 


35.346 

7.  557 
7,007 
429 
294 
4,886 
36, 092 

3.  972 
615 

23.  971 

40,  575 

î*:.  074 
(1,  625 

I.  37f^ 
1.  3-^3 
t2.  433 

1  3.  ■)f'2 

7.oSy 
10, 633 
5.549 


Bull.  No.  3  ^10 


Digitized  by  Cuv  í^^it. 


468 


BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


VENEZUELA. 

o  NOVO  MINISTERIO. 

O  General  Joaquin  Crespo,  Presidente  constitucional  dos  Esta- 
dos Unidos  de  Venezuela,  nomeou  um  novo  gabinete  por  um 
decreto  em  data  de  28  de  junho  de  1897,  ñrmado  por  seu  Secre- 
tario, General  JosÉ  R.  NufJEz.  Os  membros  do  novo  gabinete 
são  os  seguintes: 

Ministro  do  Interior,  Sr.  Dr.  Heriberto  Gordon. 

Ministro  das  Relações  Exteriores,  Sr.  Don  P.  Ezaçuiel  Rojas. 

Ministro  da  Fazenda,  Sr.  Don  Lins  A.  Castillo. 

Ministro  da  Guerra  e  Marinha,  General  José  Rafael  Ricart. 

^Tinist^o  do  Fomento,  Sr.  Dr.  Adriano  Riera  Aguinaoalde. 

Ministro  da  Instrucçâo  Publica,  Sr.  Dr.  Federico  Chirinos. 

Ministro  das  Obras  Publicas,  General  George  Uzlar,  Jr. 

O  General  £.  Ibarra  Herrera,  Governador  do  Districto  Fede- 
ral tem  assento  no  gabinete  venezuelano  por  razão  de  seu  officio. 


A  MAIOR  REPUBLICA  DA  AMERICA  CENTRAL. 

TRATADO  DE  UNIÃO  DA  AMERICA  CENTRAL. 

Consulado  dos  Estados  Unidos  da  A.mfrica, 

1  cguíigalpa^  Honduras,  2^  de  junho  de  iSçj. 
O  Honrado  Joseph  P.  Smith, 

director  da  S^n  rtiU  1,1  das  ¡{(publican  .  } i/irr  /(  unti  \ ,  U  <¡  \//ih;¡¿i'n,  D.  C. 

Senhuk:  Tenho  a  honra  dc  reinetter-vos  uma  copia  de  um 
tratado  de  união,  celebrado  em  '  Guatemala  a  1  ^  de  junho  de 
1897,  entre  as  cinco  Republicas  da  America  Centrai,  junto  com  a 
traducção  da  mesma. 

Tenho  a  honra  de  ser  seu  criado  fiel  e  obrigado, 

Wm.  M.  Little, 

Co/h¿/¡  íloò  EsLuios  L  nnlos. 

TRATADO  DB  OMÃO  DA  AMERICA  CENTRAL. 

Os  Governos  dc  Guatemala,  Co>[u  Rica  e  o  da  Rcpublic.i  Maior  da  America 
Central,  por  meio  dc  seus  rcipccii\  <'-  delegados  c  plciupoceaciarios,  a  sahcr .  05 
Senhores  Licenciados,  Antonio  Batres  J.\ureí;i;i,  Mariano  Cruz  e  .Amomõ 
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Gonzalez  Sakaiva,  por  Guatemala  ;  o  Senhor  Licenciado  Leónidas  Pacheco,  por 
Costa  Rica;  e  os  Senhores  Doutores  Ttsvacto  G.  Bonilla e  M anvbi.  Delcado, 
pela  Republica  Maior  da  America  Central. 

Desejando  que  se  realise  o  maïs  prompto  possivel  a  União  da  America  Central 
de  um  modo  definitivo  pela  expansão  immediata  de  suas  mutuas  relações  politi- 
cas, unidas  desde  agora  perante  as  nações  extrangeiras,  e  tendo  os  Estados  bases 
harmonicas  de  união,  idênticas  garantias  e  princípios  homogéneos  de  libertadc  e 
de  progresso,  depois  de  haverem  exhibido  ícu''  plenos  poderes,  que  se  acham  em 
devida  forma,  c  das  conferencias  e  discussões  do  caso,  têm  acordada  nas  estipu- 
lações seguintes  : 

Art.  1.  As  Republicas  de  Guatemala,  Costa  Rica,  Nicaragua,  Honduras  c 
Salvador,  forman  dcàJc  hoje  umu  só  nação,  livre  e  indepciidcnie,  que  se  denomina 
"Republica  de  Centro  America." 

Akt.  2.  As  Republicas  signatarias  que  constituem  a  nova  unidade  politica, 
conservam  sua  inteira  liberdade  e  independencia,  excepto  nos  pontos  que  expressa 
este  tratado,  e  com  referencia  aos  quaes  devem  ser  consideradas  como  uma  só 
nacionalidade. 

Aar.  3.  Conservam  seu  regimen  autonómico,  quanto  á  sua  administração 
interna,  e  sua  unidade  terá  por  único  objecto  que  nas  suas  relaçôe>  internacionaes 
appareçam  como  uma  s6  entidade  para  garantir  sua  independencia  commum, 

direito  e  respeitabilidade. 

Art.  4.  Com  este  ohiecTo,  as  Republica';,  que  no  hitviro  dciiomirar-5e-hão 
Estados,  convém  cm  oreanisar  um  Poder  Executivo  Nacional,  cujo  chefe  terá  o 
caracter  de  Presidente  da  Republica  da  America  Central. 

Art.  Os  Presidentes  das  Republicas  actuaes  serão  denominados  chefes  de 
Estado. 

Art.  6.  A  Presidência  da  Republica  da  America  Central  será  exercida  alter- 
nativamente, por  turno,  pelos  respectivos  che^  de  Estado,  em  ordem  alpha- 
betica  de  nações,  como  se  segue  :  Costa  Rica,  Guatemala,  Honduras,  Nicaragua 
e  Salvador. 

Akt^  7.  O  turno  será  annual  e  principiará  a  15  de  setembro  do  corrente 
anno,  si  nessa  data  tiver  recebido  este  tratado  sua  approvação  definitiva,  e  si 
não  a  tiver  recibido,  na  data  que  opportunamente  se  fixe  pela  maioria  dos 

Estados. 

Aar.  8.  O  Presidente  da  Republica  da  America  Central  seiá  assistido  por  um 
Conselho  dc  dous  delegados  por  cada  Estado,  que  terão  o  caracter  de  ministros 

rcspon^avei';. 

Art.  9.  A  taita  ou  ausencia  de  alguns  dos  ditos  delegados,  quando  concorrer 
uma  maioria,  não  obstará  a  suas  deliberações  e  resoluções. 

Art.  10.  Para  autorizar  seus  actos  e  ser  oreão  dc  comnuinicação,  o  Presi- 
dente da  America  Lciitral  designará  um  dos  incníbros  que  assunta  a  secretaria  dc 
estado. 

Art.  11.  Os  conselheiros  serão  nomeados  por  um  anno,  pelo  Executivo  de 
Estado,  podendo  ser  reeleitos. 

Aar.  1 2.  Em  todas  as  resoluções  que  aSectam  a  politica  exterior  da  America 
CentraL  o  Presidente  deverá  proceder  com  consulta  do  conselho  e  com  o  voio 
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da  maioria  absoluta  dos  que  assistam.  O  voto  do  Presidente  será  deciúvo  em 
caso  de  empate. 

Art.  1 3.  Sio  atcribuições  do  Presidente  da  America  Central,  de  accórdo  com 

o  conselho  : 

(  A)  Detcnder  a  independencia  e  a  honra  da  nação,  e  a  inviolabilidade  de  sea 
territorio. 

(B)  Observar  as  estipulações  do  presente  Tratado,  e  íazcr  que  se  observem 
pelos  Estados. 

(C)  Procurar  por  meios  pacíficos  a  conservação  da  ordem  publica  nos 
Estados. 

(D)  Fixar  em  casos  necessários  a  forma  e  recursos  com  que  cada  um  délies 
deva  contribuir  i  defesa  do  territorio  e  da  honra  nacional. 

(E)  Nomear  Ministros  Diplomáticos,  Cônsules  e  Agentes  Consulares. 

(F)  Receber  os  Ministros  e  demais  Enviados  <ie  outras  nações  e  conceder 
exequatur  ás  commíssões  dos  cônsules  estrangeiros. 

(G)  Cultivar  e  fomentar  as  relações  intcrnacionaes. 

(H)  Expedir  passaportes  aos  Ministros  e  Enviados  de  outras  nações,  e  retirar 

o  exequatur  dos  cônsules  cm  casos  providos  pela  lei. 

(I)  Fixar  o  orçamento  e  forma  em  que  os  Estados  devem  concorrer  para  os 

gastos  communs. 

(J)  Manter  .1  boa  harmonia  entre  Estados. 

(K)  Cflebrar  c-  ratíHcar  tratados  de  paz,  ami/adc,  commcrcio,  navegação  e 
cxtradiyão  ou  convenções,  contratos  c  estipuluçõcs  que  se  referirem  aos  interesses 
gcraes  da  America  Central  ;  devendo-sc  submetter  á  approvaçào  da  Assemblea 
do  Estado  respectivo,  os  que  se  referirem  a  interesses  peculiares  deste,  ou  que  se 
tenham  verificado  a  seu  pedido. , 

(L)  Procurar  a  maior  extensflo  possível  das  vias  de  communtcaçSo  entre  os 
Estados  e  do  commcrcio  maritimo  nas  suas  costas. 

(M)  Procurar  a  maior  e  mm  prompta  unidade  de  moedas,  pesos  e  medidas 
sob  o  s/stema  decimal,  e  a  união  fiscal  e  aduaneira,  assim  como  a  uniformidade 
no  plano  de  estudos. 

Art.  14.  O  Conselho  fica  de  mús,  autorisado  para  desenvolver  em  seus  tra- 
balhos as  bases  que  conduzam  a  unir  os  interesses  da  America  Central,  prioci' 
pálmente  no  ramo  de  í  egislaçâo. 

Art.  iv  A  representação  diplomática  e  consular  terá  cfieito,  no  íuturo,  cm 
nome  da  Republica  da  America  Central. 

.Art.  16.  Para  e.verrcr  a  actnbuKâo  a  que  se  refere  o  Art.  13,  o  Consclh  ) 
deverá  cuidar  de  que  os  Representantes  proceddin  igualmente  dos  différentes 
Estados. 

Akt.  17.  Fica  entendido  que  sempre  que  um  Estado  necessite,  por  sua  conta, 
de  uma  representaç&o  diplomática  ou  consular,  será  designada  com  o  pessoal  que 
o  mesmo  Estado  indique. 

A&T.  iB.  Éo  dever  principal  do  Conselho  manter  a  harmonia  fraternal  entre 
os  Estados,  e  si  seus  bons  officios  náo  alcançarem  o  elTeito  desejado,  recorrer-se- 
ha,  infallivelmente,  ao  procedimento  de  arbitramento. 

Art.  19.  Fica  reconhecido  que  este  Tratado  n2o  tem  outro  fim  mais  do  que 
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ode  favorecer  a  definitiva  organisação  da  America  Central;  que,  por  conse- 
guinte, não  SC  terá  em  conta  outro  procedimento  nem  se  admittirá  outra  inter- 
pretarão n  iÑ  ^uns  cKiusuias  que  terão  esse  ukimo  hm,  pelos  meios  paciEcos  c  de 
reciproca  cou vcniciu  ia. 

Art.  20.  A  Repunlíca  da  America  Central  será  considerada  organisada  Jcsde 
que  concurfii  maia  dc  um  Estado  á  »ua  íbrmação  ;  e  a  falta  dc  acccitar  alguma 
ou  algumas  das  clausulas  aqui  consignadas,  não  impedirá  que  o  £stado  que  não 
a  acceite,  entre  para  formar  parte  de  união,  sempre  com  a  condição  de  que  ao 
jttizo  do  Conselho  Executivo  não  se  affecte^  essencialmente,  este  pacto. 

AnT.  21.  O  cidadão  de  qaulquer  dos  Estados  não  será  considerado  como  um 
estrangãro  em  outro  e  estará  nas  condiçOes  do  nativo  si  manifestar  seu  desejo 
de  sel-o  perante  os  encarregados  do  registro  civil. 

Art.  22.  a  capacidade  civil  e  politica  de  nm  cidadão  da  America  Central, 
cumprido  o  requisito  do  artigo  anterior,  será  governada  pela  lei  do  Estado  em 
que  resida  a  respeito  dos  actos  nelle  verificados. 

AnT.  23.  Em  consequência,  a  opçSo  a  que  se  refere  o  artigo  21,  lhes  dará  o 
caracter  de  cidadãos  naturaes,  com  todos  os  seus  deveres  e  garantias,  e  o  domi- 
cilio lhes  dará  todos  os  direitos  e  onn^  da  localidade,  seni  exclusão  alguma. 

Art.  24.  Os  documento>  expedidos  por  qualquer  íunccionario,  sendo  Icgali- 
sados,  Tcrâo  torça  e  vigor  em  qualquer  Estado,  conforme  a  suas  leis;  mas  para 
o  exercício  de  utulos  profissionaes,  necessitar-se-ha  demais  a  permissão  respec- 
tiva, e  para  o  exercício  do  notariado,  se  exige  também  o  cumprimento  dos 
requisitos  espedaes  das  leis  do  Estado. 

Aar.  25.  Os  Estados  da  America  Central  farão  causa  commum  nas  questOes 
intemadonaes  que  aflfectem  sua  soberania  e  independencia. 

Art.  26.  O  auxilio  que  preste  um  Estado  em  serviço  de  outro,  será  por  conta 
do  que  o  fornece. 

Akt.  27.  O  Presidente  da  Republica  da  America  Central,  de  accôrdo  com  o 
Conselho  Executivo,  determinará  o  modo  e  forma  dos  auxilios  para  que  exista 
unidade  de  acção. 

Art.  28.  A  disposição  do  mando  superior  das  forças  será  subordinada  á  do 
Estado  em  que  se  operem  ;  ?alvo,  si  o  Presidente  da  Republica  assumir  o  mando 
directo.     O  auxilio  deve  ser  prestado  no  lugar  do  conflicto. 

Art.  29.  £m  tacs  casos,  tudo  relativo  á  paz,  será  determinado  pelo  Executivo 

Nacioual. 

Art.  30.  A  paz,  entre  os  Esiadot»  da  America  Central,  será  garantida  pelo 
reconhecimento  do  principio  dc  nâo-iniervcnçâo.  Isto  não  impede  o  reciproco 
e  espontaneo  auxilio  que  se  prestem  os  Estados  para  a  manutenção  da  pa/., 
quando  seja  requerido  d'elles. 

Axt.  3 1 .  Por  conseguinte,  nenhum  chefe  dos  Estados  poderá  ingerir-se  de  motu 
próprio  de  forma  alguma  nas  questões  de  regimen  interno  de  outro  Estado. 

AxT,  32,  Em  cumprimento  do  art.  18,  quando  um  dos  Estados  se  creia 
ameaçado  ou  offèndtdo  por  outro,  dirigirá  uma  nota  ao  Conselho  Executivo  na 
qual  será  dada  conta  das  particularidades  do  conflicto  pendente  e  todas  as 
explicações  necessárias  serão  offerecidas,  mantendo-se  as  cousas,  entretanto,  em 
statu  quo. 
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Art.  ^3.  ()u\  ida  a  ouua  parte,  c  não  «¡endo  erficaz  .i  inters  ençào  conciliadora 
do  Conselho  Executivo,  serão  avi>riiia-  a>  parte*  de  que  dentro  do  pr.i/.u  que  se 
fixe,  deverão  nomear  utn  arbitro.  Km  ca^)  de  dc>acordo,  n  me«mo  concelho 
fará  a  dcsignayao.  Para  as  resoluções  i^uc  tenham  de  »er  tomada»  nC3te:>  casOâ, 
O  conselho  será  considerado  formado  dos  membros  que  não  tiverem  interesses 
directos  na  questão  ;  e  si  o  Presidente  da  Republica  estivesse  no  caso  acima»  os 
membros  habis  designarão  por  maioria  a  pes»oa  que  terá  duplo  voto  para  o  caso 
de  empate.    O  laudo  arbitral  teri  força  de  sentença  definitiva 

Aar.  34«  Nenhum  Estado  autorisará  nem  consentirá  no  seu  territorio  actos  de 
hostilidade  contra  algum  dos  outros. 

Art.  35.  A  concentração  de  emigrados  políticos,  será  feita  sem  m«s  procedi- 
mento que  o  pedido  do  governo  interessado. 

Aar.  36.  O  direito  de  asylo  é  inviolável,  assim  nos  Estados  como  na  Repub- 
lica salvo  nos  casos  previstos  nos  pacros  Je  extradic'io. 

Art.  •^7,  As  responsabilidades  pecuniarias  ou  de  qualquer  outro  gcncm  cue 
tenham  contrahido  ou  que  no  tuturo  contraiam  os  respectivos  Estados,  perten- 
cerão ao  Estado  que  se  obrigar. 

Art.  38.  Para  que  nas  constituições  dos  Estados  domine  o  jncsiuo  espirito 
politico  que  tem  de  íacilitar  ^ua  missão  delinitiva,  estabelecem  como  bases  de 
seu  direito  publico  constitucional,  as  seguintes: 

(A)  Separação  da  Igreja  e  do  Estado,  e  O  respeito  absoluto  ás  crenças 

(B)  A  liberdade  de  imprensa  sem  previa  censura.  Os  delictos  e  faltas  de 
imprensa  ficam  sujeitos  ao  conhecimento  e  repressão  dos  tribunaes. 

(C)  A  liberdade  de  testar,  com  a  só  restricção  que  as  leis  especiaes  fixem  para 
as  heranças  ou  legados  a  favor  das  instituiçSes  de  caracter  religioso  e  para  os 
alimentos  devidos. 

(D)  A  inviolabilidade  da  vida  humana  por  delictos  políticos. 

(E)  Absoluta  igualdade  na  capacidade  civil  do  homem  e  da  mulher. 

(F)  O  caracter  puramente  civil  dos  actos  que  estabeleçam  ou  modihqucm  a 
capacidade  civii  das  pessoas,  sem  que  isto  impeça  a  celebração  de  qualquer  cere- 
monia religiosa. 

(G)  A  abolição  de  roda  a  obriiração  ou  instituição  de  mão  morta,  salvo 
aquellas  que  iiverciu  algum  objecto  de  bcneñccncia  ou  de  instrucção  publjca. 

(H)  A  garantia  de  habeas  corpus. 

(I)  A  inviolabilidade  da  propriedade,  salvo  o  caso  de  expropriação,  por 
utilidade  e  necessidade  publicas,  Icgalmeifie  confirmadas  e  com  previa  indem- 
nisação,  que  em  caso  de  guerra  não  poderá  ser  previa. 

(J)  A  absoluta  independencia  entre  os  Poderes  Legislativo  Execut:vo  e 
Judiciário. 

(K)  A  inviolabilidade  das  pessoas,  salvo  o  caso  de  delicto  ou  falta,  não 

podendo  durar  a  detenção  para  inquirir  mais  de  cinco  dias. 

(L)  As  leis  vigentes  não  deverão  ser  retroactivas,  salvo  em  materia  penal 
quando  favorecem  o  reo  ;  mas  não  se  permittem  a  confiscação  nem  o  tormento. 

(M)  Igualdade  perante  a  lei. 

(Nj  Fica  reconhecido  o  direito  de  petição  individual  ou  coUectiva. 
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(O)  Fica  rcGonhecido  o  direito  de  reunião  pacificamente  e  sem  armas  e  para 
fins  lícitos. 

(P)  O  direito  de  defesa  é  In-.  i  i'nvr!. 

(Q)  Todo  cidadão  pode  li\  rernt.'iiíc  fixar  scii  duniicillu,  e  entrar  no  paiz  ou 
sahir  dclle,  salvo  o  caso  de  estar  sujeitu  a  rciponsabilidadcs. 

(R)  O  domicilio  é  inviolável  c  não  pode  ser  visitado  excepto  nos  casos  e  com 
as  formalidades  que  a  lei  prescreve. 

(S)  Em  nenhum  caso  poder -se-hâo  occupar,  nem  menos  examinar  os  papeis 
privados  dos  habitantes  da  Republica,  sem  ordem  de  juiz  competente. 

(T)  A  instrucção  é  livre,  salvo  as  restricçOes  que  exija  a  moralidade;  mas  a 
que  se  dá  nos  estabelecimentos  sustentados  pelo  Estado,  é  leiga  gratuita  e 
obrigatória. 

Art.  39«  A  declaração  destes  princifnos  não  obsta  a  que  cada  Estado  estabe- 
leça em  sua  constituição  os  mais  que  julgue  convenientes. 

Art.  40.  Os  tratados  anteriores  celebrados  entre  os  Estados  ficarão  vigentes 

no  que  não  se  opponham  ao  presente  pacto. 

Art.  41.  O  Conselho  F.xccurivo,  corridos  cinco  annos,  ou  antes  :i  for  possível, 
convocará  uma  Asscmblca  Nacional  que  dicte  a  Consiitui(,ãc)  dctiniriva  da 
America  Central.    O  dito  prazo  será  prorogavel  a  juizo  do  Coní.elho  Executivo. 

A  Assem blea  Nacional  será  composta  de  dez  representantes  por  cada  Estado  e 
dc  cinco  substituios. 

Art.  42.  O  escudo  de  armas  e  a  bandeira  nacional  serão  os  da  antiga  con- 
federação. 

O  presente  Tratado  seri  snbmettido  á  approvação  das  respectivas  Assembleas 
ou  convençGes  constituintes,  que  serão  convocadas  opportunamente  por  cada 
Estado,  procurando  obter  sua  ratificação  antes  do  dia  1 5  de  Septembro  proximo. 

Comtudo,  si,  nessa  data  faltar  alguma  ou  todas  as  ratificações,  isto  não  invali- 
dirá  o  que  foi  estipulado. 

Este  Pacto  será  acceito,  sem  necessidade  de  troca,  desde  o  dia  em  que  todos 
OS  Governos  da  America  Central  tenham  communicado  a  approvação  de  seus 
respectivos  Congressos. 

Rm  fé  do  que,  os  Plenipotenciarios  abaixo  assignados,  firmaram,  em  triplicata, 
este  Tratado  e  lhe  aihxaram  seus  sellos  na  cidade  de  Guatemala  a  1 5  de  junho 
do  anuo  de  lèqj. 

Antonio  H atres. 

Mariano  Cruz. 

Antonio  Gonzalez  Saraiva. 

Leónidas  Pachsco. 

T.  G.  Bonilla. 

Manuel  Delgado. 
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HAWAII  E  ALASKA. 

O  interesse  que  recentes  acontec  imentos,  comerciaes  e  politicos, 
tem  dado  á  Republica  de  Hawaii  e  ao  Territorio  de  Alaska,  tem 
induzido  o  Bureau  das  Republicas  Americanas  a  compilar,  para 
publicação,  na  forma  de  Manuaes,  os  mais  recentes  dados  e  notí- 
cias relativas  áquelles  paizes  que  se  pudessem  obterem  das  fontes 
officiaes.  Estas  obras,  que  são  agora  prestes  para  a  distríbuiçào, 
sào  publicadas  n'uma  forma  linda  e  attractiva,  e  cada  uma  contem 
un  mappa  preparado  com  cuidado,  compilado  pela  Agriiii(  ii>ura 
de  Costas  e  ("node  fica  dos  Estados  Unidos  (United  States  Coast 
and  Oeodttii  Survcv  ). 

O  Manual  de  Hawaii  é  uma  publicào  de  l8o  paginas,  e  trata 
por  miúdo  e  circuuistanciadamente  dos  recursos  naturaes,  das 
industrias  e  do  commercto  d*aquellas  Flhas.  Dá-se  um  breve  e 
interessante  bosquejo  histórico  da  Flhas,  desde  a  techa  de  seu 
descobrimento  por  aquelle  intrépido  navegante  inglez,  o  Capitão 
Cook,  nos  primeiros  dias  do  anno  1778  ate  o  dia  de  hòje. 
Narra-se  a  historia  da  cessão  forçosa  do  grupo  á  Gran  Bretanha  no 
anno  1843,  e  da  restauração  da  soberania  Hawaiiana  poucus  mezes 
depois;  também  parece  que,  no  anno  1849,  "™  força  naval  fran- 
ceza  toi  desembarcada  e  tomou  posse  da  altandtga  cm  Honolulu 
e  dOurros  edificios  de  (  io\  (  rno.  Este  acLo  do  conuiumdante  naval 
trance/.  íoi  deMlito  pelo  Governo  francez,  e  a  torça  hostil  foi 
promptaiiK  ntc  retirada. 

Dá-se  em  ctieio  o  tratado  de  amizade,  commcrcio  e  navega- 
ção, negociado  pelo  Commodore  Thomas  ap  Catfsby  Jones,  da 
Marinha  dos  Estados  Unidos,  com  o  Governo  das  lUias  Hawaii* 
anas  (conhecidas  então  como  as  Ilhas  Sandwich),  a  23  de 
dezembro  de  1826.  Este  tratado  antedata  dez  atmos  o  primeiro 
fieito  pela  Gran  Bretanha.  Dão-se  depois  os  diversos  tratados 
com  os  Estados  Unidos,  e  uma  apresentação  das  relações  com- 
merciaes  com  as  Ilhas,  o  todo  mostrando  o  destino  manifesto  das 
Ilhas  Hawaiianas  de  fãzerem-se  j)arte  integral  dos  Estados  Unidos. 

O  Manuel  dc  Alaska  c  dc  130  }xiginas,  c,  as.-,im  cumo  o  de 
Hawaii,  contem  um  mappa  que  mostra  sua  {)o^icílo  geographica; 
trata  da  arta,  população,  clima  c  recursos  daquellr  territorio 
romoto.  A  íundacào  da  obra  é  naturalmente  o  que  a  produziu, 
o  descobrimento  e  descripçào  dos  campos  de  ouro  da  região  Klon- 
dike.   Carece  que  este  paiz  quasi  desconhecido  tem  uma  area  de 
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577,380  milhas  quadradas,  e  uma  costa  de  26,000  milhas,  senda 
quasi  dois  e  meia  vezes  outro  tanto  que  a  do  resto  dos  Estados 
Unidos.  O  territorio  foi  adquirido  a  titulo  de  compra  de  Russia 
a  30  de  março  de  1867,  cstabiccendo-se  os  limites  da  possessão  no 

tratado  daquella  fecha.  Levantou-se,  porcm,  uma  questão  entre 
o  Governo  dos  1-^srados  Unidos  e  o  de  Canada  acerca  do  limite 
oriental,  e  a  m:it(  ria  acha-se  apora  eni  curso  de  amif^avel  com- 
posição entre  os  dois  Govt  rn()>.  I  ).i-sc  tatcndida  attrni;ào  ao 
sujeito  das  pescas  do  phoca  de  pelle  e  outras,  e  S(  inrrodu/(  muita 
correspK)ndencia  dipiomatíca  sobre  a  questão  muita  dii>cutida  das 
pescas  de  phœa. 

Conforme  á  declaração  do  Professor  Spurr,  da  Agrimensura 
Geolc^ica  dos  Estados  Unidos  (United  States  Geological  Sur- 
vey) fe2>sc  o  primero  descobrimento  de  ouro  no  districto  Yukon, 
no  anno  1885,  e  conforme  á  mesma  autoridade,  o  cinto  que  con- 
tem o  ouro  estende-se  alguns  centenares  de  milhas  do  este  ao  oeste. 
O  Manual  contem  o  texto  inteiro  das  leis  mineiras  dos  Estados 
Unidos  applicaveis  a  Alaska.  Faz-se  rrítRnria  algum  tanto 
estendida  ás  facilitiadcs  de  correio  e  de  transporte,  c  tamben  ao 
caminho  île  forro  projectado  para  os  campos  de  ouro. 

Exemplares  il(  ste>  Manuaes  se  potlem  obterem  coin  recorrer 
ao  Bureau;  para  cobrir  o  custo  da  impressão,  se  paga  25  centavos 
por  exemplar. 


COMMERCIO  MISCELLANEO. 

BRAZIL. 

Obram  de  di.tribuicao  de    O  govcmo  do  Estado  do  Pará  convîda  propostas  para  a 
mgiM  à  cidade  de  Pert,  compra  das  obras  de  distribuição  de  agua  á  cidade  de 
Pará,  e  para  a  extensio  do  systema.    As  propostas  serão  recebidas  até  18  de 
novembro  proximo. 

Os  commcrciantcs  de  Rio  de  Janeiro  írctaram  tlous 

Trigo  aBMricano. 

navios,  que  Citão  agora  em  São  hrancisco,  para  carregar 
trigo  de  California  com  destino  a  Rio.  R'^ta  é  a  ¡^riincira  vez  que  occorrc  tal 
coulu,  c  sc  attribue  á  escassez,  d  i  ci^lhclui  na  Rcpu!  lica  Argentina  c  no  L  ruguay. 

HONDURAS  INGLEZA. 

O  Sr.  Albekt  E.  Morlav,  cónsul  dos  Estados  Unidos 
Precatm  de  mecMue.  d  i-       u     j         r     y  m-  •  j 

cm  Dclizc,  Honduras  Iníric/n,  remette  rui  Ministerio  ele 

Estado  a  "^ceuiiue  intbrmação  relativa  ao  estabelecimento  de  insiallaçôes  de  luz 
eléctrica,  ños  tclcgraphicos,  etc.,  nesra  cidade.  Tenho  de  communicar-vo^  que  a 
Directoria  Municipal  de  Belize  contempla  construir  installuçõcs  eléctricas  para 
a  illuminaçio  das  mas  e  edifirîos  dessa  cidade;  c  ordo  que  ha  opporcunîdade  de 
obras  americanas,  si  se  fizessem  propostas  em  concurrencia  com  as  companhias 
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inglc'/as.  Vai-se  construir  também  uma  linha  telegraphica  de  200  milhas  de 
comprimento  c  supponho  que  uma  linha  tclcphonica  será  construida  coiijunc- 
tamente.  Uma  machina  para  a  fabricação  dc  gelo  tui  contractada,  c  será  bic\  c- 
mentc  em  operação.  O  proprietário  pretende  operar  uma  fabrica  de  cerveja  e 
installações  para  a  armazenagem  cm  frio  em  connexão.  com  a  machina  de  fabri- 
car gelo. 

MEXICO. 

rabncantc.  .mericno..  ^«  ^  cfficacia  a  indic«cfto  feita  ao»  fabricanie»  dos 

Estados  Unidos  pelo  Sr.  Joseph  G.  Donnelly,  consul 

general  em  Nuevo  Laredo,  Mexico,  n'uma  communicaçio  dirigida  ao  Ministerio 
dc  Estado  em  data  de  4  de  abril  de  1897,  relativa  ao  estabelecimento  de  agen- 
cias commcrciacs  para  -a  distribuição  no  Mexico  das  manufacturas  americanas, 
que,  segundo  coninuinica  o  referido  consul  em  data  de  21  de  julho,  já  se  derão 
passo*;  para  levar  a  cabo  este  plano,  cuja  inauguração  terá  lugar  cm  breve. 
N'uina  communicação  do  Sr.  Reuben  D.  Gkoroe,  consul  em  Nogales,  Mexico, 
que  u})parece  em  outro  lugar  desta  publicação,  se  indica  também  a  conveniencia 
desta  empresa. 

NICARAGUA. 

DirvltaaofaMbameiia      ^      O'Hara,  consul  dos  Estados  Unidos  em  San 
nvofado.         Juan  dei  Norte,  cm  data  de  14  dc  Junho»  avisa  o  Minis, 
terio  dc  Estado  de  que  o  gpverno  de  Nicaragua  abrogou  a  lei  recente  que  tmpôz 
um  direito  de  10  centavos  por  libra  (moeda  de  Nicaragua)  sobre  a  borracha  que 
se  exportar  deste  porto. 

Dinito  Mbn  ««locip«les  un  decreto  cxecutiv  o,  expedido  no  dia  9  de  \'arí,o 

reducido.  de  1897,  o  direito  sobre  os  velocípedes  que  se  importarem 

em  Nicaragua  é  reduzido  a  cinco  centavos  por  libra  do  peso  bruto.  Antiga* 
mente  o  dir«to  foi  dez  centavos,  coro  uma  taxa  addicional  de  100  por  cento,  mon- 
tando a  20  centavos  por  libra  do  peso  bruto.  O  Consul  O'Haka  diz  que  Nica- 
ragua  olFerece,  sem  duvida,  um  bom  mercado  para  os  velocipedes;  ha  tres  mezes, 
nfto  se  podiam  ver  na»  ruas  de  Managua  mais  que  dou»  velocipedes  ;  hoje,  podem-se 
ver  elles  em  todos  os  lugares,  e  sSo  procurados  mais  e  mais  cada  dia. 

URUGUAY. 
Segundo  noticias  recentes  do  Uruguay,  o  Congresso 

Um  porto  em  CorooiUa.      «        »       n.  '       e     t  m  m 

desta  Republica  autorisou  finalmente  a  construcçio  de  um 

porto  ern  Coronilla  conforme  ao  projecto  apresentado  peio  Sr.  Edward  Coopba 
de  Montevidéo.  £m  vista  da  grande  exportação  de  gado  do  Uruguay,  esta 
medida  parece  dc  muita  importancia.  Uma  descripção  detalhada  do  porto  pro- 
jectado, com  os  planos  submettidos  pelo  Sr.  Cooper,  íoi  publicada  no  Boletim 
Mensal  de  Novembro  de  1894. 

VENEZUELA. 

Regulamento  para  impedir  Pí^^  cortczia  do  Sr.  Mini-ítro  Andraof,  esta  Secretaria 
as  coiiisocs  no  mar.  rctcbcu  uHia  copia  dc  uii)  dccrcto  cxecutivo,  promulgado 
no  dia  26  dc  Maio  dc  1  "^97,  regulando  o  movimento  de  navios,  quer  nacionaes, 
quer  particulares,  nas  aguas  de  Venezuela  afim  de  impedir  as  coUisGes.  As  esti- 
pulacGes  do  decreto  são  as  mesmas  que  as  adoptadas  pela  Conferencia  Maritima 
Intercontinental,  que  teve  lugar  em  Washington  no  mez  de  Outubro  de  1889, 
com  algumas  modificações  feitas  pelos  Estados  Unidos. 
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Union  Internationale  des  Répubuques  américaines 


Vou  V,  SEPTEMBRE.  1897.  No.  3. 


RELATIONS  COMMERCIALES  EN  AMÉRIQUE, 

m* 

LES  CANAUX  ISTHMIENS  CONSIDÉRÉS  COMME  MOYENS  DE 
DÉVELOPPEMENT  INTERCONTINENTAL. 

Un  coup  d'œil  jeté  sur  la  mappemonde  ci-annexée,  montrant 
les  distances  qui  seraient  évitées  par  la  construction  d'un  canal  à 
travers  Plsthme  de  Panama,  donnera  une  idée  de  la  grande  impor* 

tance  d  une  pareille  entreprise,  et  fera  comprendre  de  suite,  l  iniiucncc 
qu'elle  a  exercée  sur  les  esprits  pendant  des  générations. 

Ce  projet,  a  spécialment,  été  le  but  des  pensées  des  grands 
ingénieurs  du  monde  depuis  que  la  construction  du  Canal  de  Suez 
en  a  prouvé  la  praticabilité  et  démontré  les  conséquences  étendues 
sur  le  commerce  du  globe.  Notre  but,  cependant,  n'est  pas  de 
considérer  le  sujet  au  point  de  vue  de  ses  rapports  avec  le  monde 
entier,  mais  les  effects  politiques  et  commerciaux  qu'un  canal  à 
travers  l'Isthme  produiraient  sur  les  intérêts  réciproques  et  la  future 
cxtrn.  iun  du  développement  mutuel  des  Républiques  de  cet 
Hémisphère. 

*Le  preiuier  afticlede  cette  série  a  paru  dans  le  Bulletin  Mensuel  du  mois  de 
juillet  1897. 
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La  question  dc  trouver  une  route  plus  courte  de  l'Atlantique 
au  Paciñque  que  celle  par  le  Cap  Horn,  a  préoccupe  l'intelligence 
et  rhabiliré  des  marins,  des  ingénieurs,  des  économistes  politiques 
et  des  hommes  d*État,  depuis  que  le  rêve  des  navigateurs  espa- 
gnols et  autres,  de  découvrir  un  passage  ouvert  pour  l'Orient,  s'est 
évanoui.  Le  prohKme  de  surmonter  la  difficulté  que  présente 
VIsthme  étroit  (¡ui  réunit  les  deux  tontinents  de  l'Amérique  n'a 
été  que  partiellement  et  impariaitement  résolu  par  la  construction 
du  chemin  dc  ter  de  Panama  en  1855. 

Le  succès,  tel  qu'il  était,  obtenu  par  cette  enterprise,  n*a  servi 
seulement  qu'à  exciter  l'intérêt  causé  par  le  projet  conçu  par 
Alexandre  von  Humboldt,  un  demi  siècle  auparavant,  de  joindre 
les  deux  océans  par  un  canal.  On  proposa  divers  plans;  mais  ce 
n'est  qu'en  i<S<Si,  lurscjtie  Dr  Lkssi  i-s,  le  constructeur  du  canal  de 
Suez,  coninicnij^a  ses  gipinrcsc^ues  et  malheureux  efforts  de  percer 
un  canal  au  niveau  de  la  mer  depuis  Colon  ou  Aspinwall  jusqu'à 
i^anama,  à  la  partie  la  plus  étroite  dc  l'Isthme,  que  les  travaux 
furent  réellement  inaugurés. 

Pendant  la  longue  discussion  qui  précéda  ce  premier  essai, 
plusieurs  routes  à  travers  l'Isthme  avaient  été  proposées,  mais 
l'opinion  générale  s'était  déjà  prononcée  sur  les  trois  qui  parais* 
saient  les  plus  pratiques;  c'étaient: 

î.  La  route  de  I  lsthme  de  Tehuantepec,  à  travers  la  partie  la 
plus  étroite  du  Mexi{|ur,  134  milles. 

IL  La  route  du  Nicaragua  allant  dc  l'est  à  l'ouest,  à  travers  la 
partie  sud  de  cette  République,  en  suivant  le  cours  dc  la  rivière 
San  Juan  et  utilisant  les  eaux  du  Lac  Nicaragua,  170  milles. 

HL  La  route  de  Panama,  54  milles.  La  route  de  l'Isthme  de 
Tehuantepec  fut  cependant  éliminée  en  raison  de  la  grande  dis* 
tance  du  percement  (plus  de  1 30  milles)  et  des  frais  énormes  que 
causeraient  lei>  difficultés  à  surmonter  dues  à  la  nature  du  terrain. 
A  une  certaine  épotjue,  la  ({uestion  de  construire  un  chemin  de 
ter  maritime  recommandé  par  l'ingénieur  distingué,  le  Capitaine 
James  B.  Eads,  continua  à  attirer  l'attention  sur  cette  route,  et  ce 
projet  avait  encore  des  partisans  habiles,  mais  la  construction 
d'une  voie  terrée  à  travers  l'Isthme  par  le  Gouvernement  Mexicain 
semble  avoir  relégué  presque  dans  l'obscurité,  l'entreprise  du 
Canal  de  Tehuantepec. 


Digitized  by  Cuv  í^^it. 


BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


479 


Le  chemin  de  fer,  cependant,  parait  destine  à  devenir  une 
contribution  importante  à  Tcconomie  du  transit  de  TÂtlantique 
au  Pacifique.  Ce  chemin  de  iêr  est  à  voie  large  et  traverse  les 
États  de  Vera-Cruz  et  d'Oaxaca  et  touche  à  Coatzacoalcos, 

Minarirlan,  Súchil,  I  chuantcpcc  et  Salina  Cru/,  à  Coatzacoalcos; 
il  tait  connexion  avec  les  steamers  pour  U  s  ports  du  Gol  te  pour 
la  Havane,  les  États-Unis  et  l'Europe;  et  à  Tehuantepec,  |)ar 
des  moyens  de  transport  particuliers,  pour  Oaxaca,  Miahutlan  et 
Pachueta  et  à  Salina  Cruz,  avec  les  steamers  pour  Tonala,  San 
Benito  et  autres  ports  de  la  côte  du  Pacifique.  Le  tableau  suivant, 
approuvé  par  le  Gouvemement  Mexicain,  montre  les  distances 
évitées  entre  les  différents  ports  du  monde  et  New-York,  la 
Nouvelle-Orléans  et  Liverpool. 


X- 


New-York  

Idem  

Idem  

Idem  

Idem  

Idem  

Idem  

Idem  

Idem  

Idem  

Idem ....     . , 

Idem  

Idem  

Idem  

Nouvelle-Orléans 

Idem  

Idem  

Idem  

Idem  

Liverpool  

Idem  

Idem  

Idem  

Idem  

If!em  

Idem  

Idem  

Idem  

Idem  


San  Francisco . . . , 
Piiget  Sound  

Sitku  

Détroit  de  Bering. 
Acapulco  

M.i/athin  


Par  le  chemin 
<lc  fer  de  ! 
Tehuantepec. 


Hongkong  

Yokohama  j 

Melbourne  ' 

Auckland  ' 

Honolulu  

(!'alluo  

Guayaquil  ..   

Valparaiso 

San  Francisco  ....  . , 

Acapulco  

Mazatlan  

Callao  

ValjKiraiso  

San  Francisco  

Acapulco  

Mazatlan  

Auckland.  

Guayaquil  

Callao  

V'al  paraíso  

Honolulu  

Yokohama  

Melbourne   . , 


AlilUs.  1 
4.925  i 

5.647  ! 

í>.  347  ' 
7,  7SS  ' 
2.722  ¡ 
3.47í>  1 

'I.  597 
9.  984 

II,  068 

9.  345 
6.  5f)6 

4,  661 

4.  141 

3.  5íil 

3.393 

5.0^0 

5,  274 
6, 076 

f».  7 '4 
12. 5^4 
7.379 

7-  ?<J') 
y. 

9. 805 
13.  223 
14. 113 


Par  le  Canal 
de  Ntcarngtin. 


Ml  Un. 

í'.  524 
7. 113 
6,524 

3.507 

4.232 

12. 313 
ÏO,  626 
ÍI.357 
9.  745 
7.  yp 
4.312 
3. 774 
5.774 

4. 

8,631 

3. 357 

3  43f' 

4.  ■^',1') 

s.  -83 

6,  63g 

7.  3<J4 
12,877 

6,848 

7.  444 

8,  Q06 
10,  522 

13.  756 

14.  499 


Par  le  chemin 
de  ícr  de 
Panama. 


Milks 

ÍJ.  107 

6.  S55 

7.  555 
9.  loi 
3. 988 
4,675 

12.645 
II, «II 

11,471 

9.813 

7.705 
3-873 
3.303 

5.  337 
5.415 
3.  296 
3.  9*^3 
3. 

4. 641 
9-071 

6.  95íí 

7.  'MO 
12.777 

6,257 
6.  S37 

8.  301 
10.  Ô70 
14. 175 
14.  435 


On  trouvera  que  ces  réductions  remarquables  dans  les  distances, 
dit  M.  Manuel  Rivera,  ingénieur  mexicain  distingué,  équivaudra, 
sans  doute,  à  une  grande  économie  de  temps  et  de  fret»  et  c*est  ce 
qui  forme  le  principal  trait  commercial  de  cette  route  qui,  par 
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consequent,  sera  d'un  grand  avantage  pour  quelques-uns  des  ports 
importants  des  États-Unis.  Éliminant  Tchuantepec  comme 
route  de  canal,  celles  du  Nicaragua  et  de  Panama  sont  les  seules 

que  l'on  doit  considérer  maintenant. 

M.  DE  Lessefs  semblait  s'êtVe  décide  en  iaveur  de  cette  dernière, 
parce  qu'il  croyait  à  la  possibilité  de  construire  un  canal  à  niveau 
sur  cette  partie  de  l'Isthme,  tandis  que  la  topographie  de  celui 
de  Nicaragua  exigerait  des  écluses.  Après  avoir  dépensé  des 
sommes  énormes,  on  trouva  que  les  devis  de  M.  de  Lesseps 
étaient  erronés,  et  que  des  écluses  seraient  nécessaires  pour  Tachè- 
vement  et  le  succès  du  Canal.  Les  travaux  qui  avaient  été 
stispendus  en  mars  1889  furent  repris  en  1894.  D'après  des 
n()u\(  lles  rérentes  on  en  avait  construit  un  (jiiart. 

Le  Canal  ilcvait  suivre  à  peu  \nv^  la  même  route  <pie  celle  du 
chemin  (!e  ter  de  Colon  à  Panama,  et  avoir  cinquante-quatre 
milles  de  longueur,  une  profondeur  de  vingt-huit  pieds  au  dessous  du 
niveau  moyen  des  deux  océans,  une  largeur  de  soixante-douze 
pieds  au  fond,  et  de  cent-soixante  pieds  à  la  sur^ce,  excepté  à  la 
section  à  travers  la  Culebra  où  la  profondeur  devait  être  de  neuf 
mètres  (29.53  pieds);  la  largeur  du  fond  vingt-quatre  mètres 
(78.91  pieds)  et  celle  de  la  surface,  vingt-huit  mètres  (91.86  pieds). 
L<  s  (iitlicultés  principales  à  surmonter  étaient  le  percement  de  la 
CorciiUcra  et  le  débordement  de  la  rivière  Chagres  et  de  ses 
affluents. 

Ën  Janvier  1884,  un  peu  plus  de  deux  ans  après  le  commence- 
ment des  travaux,  seulement  un  trentième  des  déblaiements  avait 
été  achevé,  bien  qu'en  1883,  on  employa  1 1,000  travailleurs. 

Cette  entreprise  avait  été  dirigée  principalement  sous  des  aus- 
pices français,  et  avec  des  fonds  entièrement  souscrits  en  France.  Si 
le  Canal  de  Panama  est  jamais  achevé,  il  ne  sera  qu'une  simple  en- 
treprise t  onunerciale  contrôlée  en  Hurope.  avant  pru  ou  pa.>  de 
valeur  ou  d'importance  dans  ses  rapport^  politiques  avec  les  [)ays 
de  cet  Hémisphère;  peut-être  aura-t-il  un  caractère  hostile  ou 
même  menaçant.  On  ne  pourrait  s'attendre  a  ce  qu'il  jouât  un 
rôle  dans  le  but  de  resserer  plus  étroitement  les  liens  d'amitié  et 
de  firatemité  qui  les  unissent.  Son  objet  principal  serait  simple- 
ment d'obtenir  la  plus  grande  partie  possible  des  droits  de  tonnage 
sur  le  commerce  du  monde,  et  non  de  développer,  sauf  îndirecte- 
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ment,  les  relations  commerciales  qui  existent  entré  les  Répub- 
liques américaines. 

Il  en  est  autrement  avec  le  canal  du  Nicaragua.    Le  principal 

mérite  de  cette  entreprise  à  la  considération,  se  trouve  dans  k  tait 
inconrcstable  qu'elle  est  d'origine  américaine  et  américaine  dans 
SCS  résultats  avantageux.  Sa  cause  devant  l'opinion  publique  a 
été,  apparemment,  plutôt  aft'aiblie  que  soutenue  par  les  eôorts  de 
donner  une  sphère  trop  étendue  à  son  utilité  probable;  et,  par  con- 
séquent, la  recommander  comme  un  placement  sûr  et  profitable 
aux  capitalistes  d'Europe.  Ses  plus  riches  dividendes  se  trouvent 
dans  les  résultats  généraux,  tant  politiques  que  commerciaux, 
qu*en  obtiendraient  les  pays  directement  intéressés,  et  non  dans 
les  prohts  qui  en  reviendrai(  nr  aux  actionnaires.  Toutetois,  il  ne 
faut  pas  inférer,  que  cette  entreprise  ne  serait  pas  rémunérative 
même  au  point  lie  vue  des  atiaircs  ordinaires.  Les  calculs  com- 
pliqués qui  ont  été  ^aits  pour  démontrer  qu'elle  ne  produirait  pas 
un  intérêt  satisfaisant  sur  le  capital  nécessaire,  ont  été  basés  sur  les 
conditions  actuelles,  sans  tenir  compte  de  l'accroissement  consi- 
dérable du  commerce  que  les  pays  qui  en  profiteraient  directement, 
auraient  droit  d'espérer. 

Ce  n'est  pas  comme  un  projet  pour  gagner  de  l'argent,  mais 
comme  une  agem  e  intercontinentale,  que  le  Canal  de  Nicaragua 
fait  appel  aux  sentiments  patriotiques  de  tous  les  pays  latins- 
américains.  Construit  par  des  capitaux  américains,  aidé  et 
soutenu  par  tous  les  gouvernements  américains,  mis  en  opération 
et  contrôlé  par  des  agences  américaines,  comment  pourrait-il 
manquer  d'être  grandement  utile  à  l'oeuvre  immense  de  tondre 
dans  un  seul  intérêt,  le  commerce,  les  développements  politiques 
et  la  force  de  résistance  contre  un  ennemi  commun,  de  tout  le 
continent  américain'^' 

Le  traité  Clayton- Ru Kver  entre  les  États-Unis  et  la  Orando 
Bretagne  a  servi  d'argument  contre  la  possibilité  d'un  pareil  con- 
trôle effectif;  mais  si  ce  traité  est  encore  en  vigueur,  on  peut  à 
peine  supposer  que  la  Grande-Bretagne,  après  avoir  formellement 
accédé  à  notre  récente  interprétation  de  la  doctrine  Monroe  affir- 
mant l'indépendance  des  intérêts  américains  de  toute  intervention 
ou  contrôle  européen,  chercherait  à  nouveau  de  mettre  en  danger 
ses  relations  avec  les  Etats-Unis  en  s'opposant  sérieusement  à  une 
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entreprise  qui  doit  servir  aux  intérêts  des  deux  continents  occi- 
dentaux. 

Il  n'est  pas  évident  non  plus,  que  le  progrès  et  le  développement 
américains  souffriraient  matérielleent,  même  dans  de  cas  où  la 
neutralité  du  Canal,  qui  fait  le  sujet,  d'une  clause  dans  le  traité 
Clayton-Bulwer,  serait  de  nouveau  garantie.  Ce  serait,  au  con- 
traire, un  avantage  pour  tous  si  cette  neutralité  était  scrupuleu- 
sement observée  et  mise  en  vigueur.  I /essentiel  pour  les  Répu- 
bliques Américaines  serait  d*étre  j^rotcgées  contre  la  fermeture  du 
Canal,  ou  son  usage  contre  elles  en  temps  de  guerre. 

Un  simple  coup  d'œil  jeté  sur  la  carte  ci<jointe,  sutiira  pour 
démontrer  les  avantages  matériels  que  gagneraient  les  Républi- 
ques Américaines  par  la  construction  d'un  canal  à  travers  Tlsthme. 
Non  seulement  l'Atlantique  et  les  côtes  des  États-Unis  sur  le 
Golfe  se  rapprocheraient  plus  par  mer  de  leurs  côtes  sur  le  Paci- 
fique, mais  aussi  des  cotes  sur  le  Pacifique  du  Mexique,  de 
l'Amérique  Centrale  et  de  l'Amérique  du  Sud;  en  outre,  ces  pays 
situés  sur  les  bords  du  Pacifique,  auraient  ainsi  une  route  bien 
plus  courte  et  plus  taci  le  pour  les  Antilles,  les  côtes  de  la  mer  Ca- 
raïbe (  t  de  TAtlanticjue  de  leurs  Républiques  sœurs  Latines» 
Américaines  et  pour  l'Europe.  Le  développement  des  moyens 
de  transport  par  terre  et  du  commerce  intérieur  deviendrait  sans 
doute  immense.  Les  chemins  de  fer,  loin  d'y  perdre,  comme  on 
l'a  suggéré,  y  gagneraient  considérablement. 

Le  Ca{)itaine  W  huam  L.  Merry,  de  San  Trancisco,  récem- 
ment nonnné  Ministre  îles  Etats-l  nis  au  Nicaragua,  Salvador  et 
Costa  Rica,  l'a  démontré  d'une  manière  irappante  dans  un  article 
de  journal  publié  dernièrement. 

Lorc|n«  le  canal  à  écluses  du  Sank  Ste.  Marie  fut  inauguré»  dit-il,  les  compagniet 
de  chemins  de  fer  éprouvèrent' des  crainres  sur  le  tore  qu'il  ferait  à  leur  trafic. 
Elles  en  auraient  empêché  la  construction  ;  mais,  heureusement  pour  elles,  la 
route  fluviale  enire  les  grands  lacs  était  ouverte  et  la  ré^on  du  Lac  Supérieur 
reçut  par  eau  du  fret  à  bon  marché.  Observez  la  conséquence.  A  travers  la 
plus  grande  des  voies  fluviales  artificielles,  au  point  de  vue  du  trafic,  sans 
excepter  le  Canal  de  Suc/,  1^,062,580  tonnes  de  marchandises  fvireiit  trans- 
portées en  iHfy^;  la  population  augmenta,  des  \illes  ^'élevèrent  rapidement  et  la 
construction  de  plusieurs  chemins  Je  Ter  fut  demandée  afin  de  pourvoir  à  l'énorinc 
trafic  qui  étair  le  résultat  de  ce  Canal. 

N'cii-il  pa>  évident  que  le  fret  à  bon  n>arché  par  voies  fluviales  a  contribué 
aux  recettes  des  chemins  de  fer  ?    Si  ce  n'était  pour  le  transporc  par  eau  à  un  prix 
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modique,  des  million  de  tonnes  de  minerai  seraient  encore  enfouis  sous  terre,  et 
les  premières  lignes  de  voie  ferrée  qui  craignaient  cette  concurrence,  ne  gagne- 
raient aujourd'hui  qu'une  existence  précaire.  Prenons  maintenant  le  canal  de 
l'Erie  comme  exemple.  Deux  des  plus  beaux  systèmes  de  chemins  de  iêr  qu'il  y 
ait  au  monde,  occupent  ses  bords  avec  des  voies  doubles  ;  et,  jour  et  nuit,  le  roule- 
ment continuel  des  trains,  plaide  en  faveur  du  transport  i  bon  marché j>ar  eau 
dont  la  concurrence  n  rendu  la  construction  possible. 

Compare-/,  ia  différence  frappante  entre  la  condition  financière  du  chemin  de  ter 
del'Ëriequi  n'a  pas  de  concurrence  par  eau  et  dont  les  obligations  sont  quotéesâ 
14,  avec  celle  du  chemin  de  fer  de  New  York  Central  dont  les  obligations  sont 
à  loi,  et  auquel  la  rivière  de  l'Hudson  et  le  Canal  de  TPric  font  concurrence.  Ils 
représentent  deux  systèmes  parfaits  de  voies  fcrrécset  sont  d'excellentes  preuves  à 
l'appui  de  cet  arirnmcnt. 

11  y  a  un  grand  nombre  d'exemples  bien  moins  frappants  pour  établir  le  même 
fait  que  les  chemins  de  fer,  en  s'opposani  au  canal  du  Nicaragua,  cununcttc-ju  une 
erreur  qui  prouve  à  quel  point  erre  le  jugement  de  l'homme  lorsque  ses  propres 
intérêts  sont  engagés.  Les  chemins  de  fer  doivent,  nécessairement,  absorber 
une  partie  excessive  de  la  valeur  de  la  production,  afin  d'assurer  des  profits 
aux  grands  capitaux  employés  à  leur  construction,  mais  ils  donnent  aussi  de 
grands  avantages  en  fournissant  un  transport  rapide  aux  marchandises  périssables, 
aux  artidesde  valeur,  â  la  malle  et  à  la  population. 

Le  développement  des  vastes  ressources  de  l'intérieur  de  notre  pays  eut  été 
impossible  sans  eux  ;  et  le  coût  du  matériel  d  ,i  transport  par  eau,  comparé  à  celui 
des  chemins  de  fer,  étant  en  proportion  de  un  à  dix  comme  de  un  à  quinze,  il 
aiourera  à  leur  utilité  et  augmentera  leurs  recettes  au  lieu  de  les  diminuer. 
»  *  *  *  *  I  ^.  paradoxe  apparent  que  ce  mode  de  transport  serait  profitable 
aux  chemins  de  ter,  est  du  à  la  dirtérenec  des  moyens,  et  au  tait,  que  le  service 
rendu  par  le  premier  n'est  pas  exactement  le  même  que  celui  du  «íerond,  mais 
qu'il  y  ajoute  et  le  complète.  Le  fret  que  le  transport  par  eau  enlève  au.\  com- 
pagnies de  chemins  de  fer  ne  cause  à  ces  dernières  aucune  perte,  ou  du  muiii.s  peu 
sensible.  Non-seulement  la  voie  fluviale  introduit  un  partage  de  travail, 
mais  elle  donne  naissance  à  un  nouveau  trafic  dont  les  voies  fer  rées  prennent 
une  grande  partie. 

Revenant  â  notre  principal  argument.  Pourquoi  les  compagnies  de  chemin  de 
fer  s'opposaient'clles  an  Canal  du  Nicaragua?  Je  puis  facilement  répondre,  parce 
qu'elles  craignent  des  résultats  qui  ne  seront  jamus  obtenus  et  une  diminution 
dans  le  transport  par  rails,  tandis  que  l'achèvement  du  canal  produira  un  effect 

contraire. 

(^elle  est  leur  condition  actuelle?  Les  cinq  principales  lignes  jusqu'au  Paci- 
fique luttent  pour  obtenir  du  trafic,  et  admettent  que  le  transport  direct  ne  les 

remnnrre  pas.  F.n  attendant,  la  côte  du  Pactfiijue  est  en  pré-cnre  d'un  déve- 
loprcnieiu  arrêté  court,  et  le  trafic  par  voie  terrée  augmente  lentement,  que 
les  compagnies  ont  grande  peine  à  ne  pas  tomber  entre  les  mam^  d'un  syndic 
liquidateur.  Comment  peut -il  y  avoir  des  progrès,  de  la  prospérné  et  une  popu- 
lation croissante  sur  la  cote  du  Pacihquc  quand  un  ne  iail  que  répéter,  et  avec 

raison:  **  l* Ouest  offre  tant  à  fimtgrant,  excepté  un  transport  à  bon  marckV* 
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*  *  *  La  côte  du  Pacifique  souffre  d'une  isolation  commeràale  en  consé- 
quence du  manque  de  ce  genre  de  transport  qui  est  d*une  nécessité  absolue  à  ses 
progrès  et  ¿  son  développement,  mats  que  les  chemins  de  fer  ne  pourraient  lui 
fournir  lors  même  ils  le  voudraient. 

Par  conséquent,  le  but  des  directeurs  de  chemins  de  fer  serait  de  voir  le  Canal 
construit  aussi  rapidement  que  possible.  Alors  Immigrant  viendra  ici  avec  sa 
famille;  il  pourra  (■iilri\fr  tous  les  produits  qu'il  voudra;  lc<5  scieries  auront  tous 
les  bois  qui  leur  >croni  nécessaires;  le  mineur  retirera  du  sCiii  de  la  terre  to'jr  le 
minerai  av  ant  de  la  valeur  ;  tout,  t'iiftn,  aura  un  marché  ouvert  ;i  de>  prix  encoura- 
geants pour  le  producteur,  l'artisan  et  le  mineur.  Nos  terres  seront  habitées, 
nos  villes  prospères  et  nos  populations  satisfaites  de  l'étendue  du  développcmcni 
de  notre  côte* 

Comme  l'idée  que  le  transport  par  terre  ne  jouira  pas  des  bénéfices  de  ce  grand 
développement  est  illopque  !  L'histoire  du  Canal  du  Sauh  Ste.  Marie  se  répé> 
tera  sur  la  Côte  du  Pacifique  dont  nos  grands  débouchés  et  l'Europe  sont 
séparés  par  toute  l'étendue  du  Continent  Occidental.  Le  passage  tempétueux 
par  le  Cap  Horn  est  une  route  trop  primitive  et  trop  lente  pour  suffire  aux 
exigences  de  notre  époque»  et  les  produits  de  notre  industrie,  ainsi  que  ceux  du 
sol,  attendent  avec  une  impatience  inquiète,  l'ouverture  d'une  Courte  VOU 
JluviaÍ€,  par  laquelle  ils  pourront  être  envoyés  promptement et  «bon  marché, 
sur  les  marchés  de  1* Atlantique. 

Ce  que  les  chemins  de  Îer  ne  pcuN  Cnr  p.»";  transporter  avec  proht  ^ur  les  ciitcs 
de  notre  pays  touchant  FAtlantiijue,  et  ceux  de  nt)s  produits  dont  les  grands 
centres  populeux  d'Kuropc  ont  l>esuin,  cherchent,  mais  en  vain  jusqu'à  présent, 
cette  route  inicrucéanique  qui  n'existe  pas  encore,  en  conséquence  des  idées 
erronées  et  des  influences  contraires  des  chemins  de  fer.  Mais  le  jour  n'est  pas 
loin,  lorsque  une  longue  procession  de  steamers  chargés  des  produits  de  notre  sol 
inépuisable  et  de  nos  manufactures,  traversera  majestueusement  vers  l*Est  la  mer 
intérieure  du  Nicaragua,  tandis  que  d'autres  allant  vers  t  Ouest  transporteront 
les  émigrants  et  les  produits  de  l'est. 

Si  la  Californie  était  aussi  peuplée  que  la  France,  elle  possède  une  superficie 
suffisante  pour  nourrir  trente-cin^  militons  d'habitants.  Elle  n'a,  actuellement, 
qu'un  peu  plus  d'un  million  et  demi.  Quel  chemin  de  fer  de  ce  pays-ci  serait 
affecté  si  cette  popuUtitm  augmentait  d'abord  de  quelques  centaines  de  mille  et 
ensuite  de  plusieurs  millions  ? 

Comme  la  politique  de  ces  compagnie^  est  surtout,  illogique  et  peu  pré- 
vo^  ante,  en  s'opposant  pendant  de  longues  années,  à  la  création  d'une  \  oie  flu- 
viale courte  et  à  bon  marché,  pui<iqu'e!le<  sont  clic;- tnenies  directement  le»  plus 
intéressées  au  trafic  de  la  côte  du  Pacifique,  et  que  cette  route  résulterait  en  un 
accroissement  rapide  de  la  popuiatioti  et  de.^  prijduits  auxquels  les  chemin^  t;c 
fer  serviraient  de  transports  ordinaires?  A  l'unanimité,  le  peuple  Américain 
demande  le  Canal  du  Nicaragua.  Dans  un  avenir  qui  n'est  pas  éloigné,  il  sur- 
montera ces  obstacles  et  cette  fausse  politique. 

Les  intérêts  de  notre  pays  l'exigent.  Le  Japon  a  besoin  du  coton  des  États 
du  Sud  ;  l'Amérique  Centrale  et  les  Iles  du  Pacifique  ont  besoin  du  charbon  et  du 
fer  de  l'Alabama  ;  l'Europe  et  nos  côtes  de  l'Atlantique  demandent  les  bois  du 
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grand  nord'Ouesc  ;  les  inunenses  pêcheries  du  Pacifique,  qui  sont  i  peine  déve- 
loppées, invitent  nos  concitoyens  de  l'est  ;  et,  enfin,  la  grande  vallée  du  Mississippi 
demande  un  passage  vers  le  Pacifique. 

Des  influences  occultes  ne  peuvent  s'opposer  toujours  à  l'accomplissement  de 
cette  œuvre  aussi  utile  que  bicnfuisante.  L'influence  prépondérante  qu'exerce 
la  Grande  République  sur  le  Continent  Américain,  son  prestige  politique,  sa 
sauvegarde  militaire  et  le  patriotisme  Je  son  peuple  surmonteront  bientôt  ce 
qu'une  crainte  mal  fondée  a  conseille  .i  l'égoïsme.  La  logique  des  événements 
donnera  do  luuh  nu  canal,  et  ceux  tjui  s'y  opposent  aui<nird'}\ui,  et  c¡ui  sont 
intéres>és  ;ui  transport,  par  terre,  nous  en  --oninies  convaincus,  reconnaîtront  leur 
erreur  cl  se  joiiulront  ,i  leurs  concitoyens  dans  la  deminule  ijuc  taisait  notre 
héros  qui  repose  à  Riverside.*  "Un  canal  Américain,  sous  un  iontràU  Améri" 
cain^pour  le  peuple  Américain" 

*Le  Général  Ulysses  S.  Grant. 

M.  Lewis  M.  Haupt,  un  ingénieur  distingue  de  Philadelphie 
ec  membre  de  la  Commission  récemment  nommée  par  le  Prési- 
dent McKiNLEY,  o  pour  étudier  le  tracé  de  la  route  du  Canal  du 
Nicaragua,  résume  ainsi  les  avantages  pratiques  d'un  Canal  Isth- 
mien,  et  particulièrement  Tenterprise  de  celui  du  Nicaragua: 

Bien  que  des  siècles  se  soient  écoulés  depuis  que  la  route  la  plus  courte  et  si 
longtemps  désirée  pour  se  rendre  aux  Indes,  a  été  exploitée  pour  la  première  fois 
le  iait  regrettable  existe  aujourdhui,  que  cette  voie  fluviale  n'est  pas  encore  un 
fait  accompli.  Cela  donne  à  réfléchir  sérieusement  sur  rimeUlirence,  l'intégrité  et 
l'énergie  du  peuple  du  Continent  Américain,  qu'après  tant  d'années  d'explora- 
tions et  d'études,  suivies  Je  distusiions  uU  iuJinUain,  la  bculc  conclusion 
définie  à  laquelle  on  soit  arrivée,  est  qu'une  route  de  ce  genre  était  parfaitement 
fiûsable»  et  pourrait  être  construite  pour  environ  $130,000,000,  quoique 
des  ingénieurs  compétents  eussent  calculé  à  moins  de  ^100,000,000  le  coût 
minimum. 

An  attendant,  la  discussion  continue  ;  et  l'opposition  active  et  subtile  due  à 
des  intérêts  engins  qui  craignent  des  résultats  désastreux,  recommande  des  délais, 
d'autres  études  et  des  recherches  plus  étendues,  pendant  que  Je  commerce  du 
monde  est  détourné  de  10,000  milles  liors  de  sa  route  avec  une  perte  énorme 
d'argent  et  de  temps.  Par  exemple,  à  l'époque  des  clipfters,  faisant  en  moy- 
enne I  10  milles  par  jour,  l'aller  et  le  retour  de  New  York  à  San  Francisco 
(^S,ooo  nulles),  duraient  ^544  jours;  à  Calcutta  (4f),c:oo  milles  par  le  Cap  Horn) 
418  jours,  ou  (^5,000  milles  par  le  Cap  J.c  Bonne  K^pérance)  318  jours;  tandis 
que  par  l'Isthme,  on  arriverait  aux  mènie>  endroits  en  90  et  244  jours  respec- 
tivement, ccuiiumisant  ainsi  254  et  74  jours  pendant  ces  \  ()\  aL'es,  Pour  les 
armateurs,  l'économie  de  temps,  de  gages  d'cquipagc,  J'iaicrcc  ci  d'assurance, 
est  évaluée  i  $2,993  P^'^  mois;  par  conséquent,  si  254  jours  sont  gagnés  sur 
l'aller  et  le  retour,  cette  économie  représenterait  $25,340,  sans  compter  l'aug- 
mentation de  la  valeur  de  la  cargaison  résultant  d'une  livraison  plus  rapide 
et  plus  certaine.     Si  elle  était  capitalisée  à  quatre  pour  cent,  elle  don- 
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ncrail  $653,500  pour  chaque  navire;  et  sur  cent  navires  par  an,  $63,350,000 
l'équivalent,  ou  à  peu  près,  des  dépenses  totales  du  projet  selon  les  devis.  Et 
cependant,  on  n'a  pas  compté  la  valeur  de  la  cnrcaison,  !a  réduction  des  risques 
et  des  pertes  en  mer,  ni  le  tonnage  considérable  emporté  par  les  steamers. 

Le  Ledger,**  de  Philadelphia,  du  31  juillet  1897,  dans  un 
article  de  fond  sur  les  phases  les  plus  récentes  de  T  enterprise  du 
Canal,  dît: 

Le  Canal  du  Nicaragua  ti.n:rnirait  au  comnicrre  du  monde  une  route  plus 
courte  de  l'Atlantique  au  Patihtjue.  Il  raccourcirait  celle  de  Liverpool  à  San 
Francií.cü  d'environ  7,000  milles,  et  la  distance  par  eau,  ainsi  économisée,  serait 
presque  de  1 0,000  milles  entre  New- York  et  San  Francisco.  Ces  chiffres,  sans 
d'autres  détails,  suggèrent  de  vastes  possibilités  en  abrégeant  le  trajet  au  com- 
merce du  monde  par  mer,  et  promettent  un  succès  financier  au  projet,  à  moins 
que  les  frais  de  construction  n'excèdent  de  beaucoup  ceux  qui  ont  été  soumis 
dans  les  estimations. 

Une  entreprise  de  ce  genre  est  toujours  hazardeuse  pour  ses  premiers  fonda- 
teurs, et  tes  énormes  sommes  soustraites  aux  Français  trop  confiants  qui  avaient 
placé  aveuglément  leur  argent  dans  l'entreprise  J  s  Canal  de  Panama,  ont  inspiré 
de  la  méfiance  aux  capitalistes  et  rendu  leur  aide  plus  difficile  à  obtenir  pour  des 
projets  de  genre.  Toutefois,  si  les  travaux  du  Canal  sont  énergiquement  et  soi- 
cneu'^cment  pouf^uivi";,  cette  cruvrc  magnifique,  une  fois  achevée,  ?cra  rertainc- 
mcnt  digne  de  inar(|ucr  le  commencement  du  nouveau  siècle.  11  augmentera 
ccMisi Jcrahlcmcnt  la  navigation  et  le  commerce  des  côtes;  et,  s'il  devenait  la 
possession  exclusive  d'une  j>uis?ance  étrangère,  il  serait  un  obstacle  sérieux 
pour  nos  opérations  navales  en  cas  de  guerre.  On  ne  peut  pas  concevoir 
que  les  États-Unis  consentiraient  à  payer  un  droit  de  passage  au  possesseur 
étranger  d'une  voie  fluviale  qui  poarrdc  devenir  la  plus  grande  propriété  de  ce 
genre  et  d'une  valeur  incalculable,  qui  existerait  sur  toute  la  face  du  globe.  Les 
sujets  de  la  Grande-Bretagne  obtiennent  de  grands  profits  du  Canal  de  Suez 
qui,  aujourd'hui,  est  principalement  mis  en  opération  avec  des  capitaux  anglais. 

Lorsque  la  proposition  d'achever  le  Canal  du  Nicaragua  sous  les  auspices  des 
États-Unis  était  discutée  pendant  la  dernière  Administration,  une  lettre  parut 
dans  le  Times  de  Londres,  qui,  sans  doute,  représentait  les  vues  anglaises  sur 
cette  même  question.  L'auteur  ayant  demeuré  quelque  temps  au  Nicaragua, 
et  prétendant  connaître  les  conditions  locales,  disait,  qu'en  conséquence  des 
grande*:  difficultés  d'une  nature  politique  ou  internationale  qui  entouraient  cette 
entreprise,  la  garaïuie  des  intérêts  des  obligations  de  la  Compagnie  Maritime 
est,  aj'rroximanvement,  tout  ce  que  le  Gouvcrncnient  des  Ktats-lJnis  peut 
faire  pour  compléter  ses  droits  de  propriété  sur  le  Cana!,  pour  éviter  une  viola- 
tion de  la  souveraineté  du  Nicaragua  et  de  Costa- Rica  et  se  départir  du  traité 
Clayton-Buiwcr  ;  mais  dans  tous  les  cas,  selon  lui,  d'après  les  termes  de  ce  traité, 
un  canal  maritime  entre  les  deux  océans  devait  être  neutre  comme  le  Canal  de 
Suez. 

Le  Comité  des  Affaires  Etrangères  du  Sénat  étudiera  l'état  actuel  du  traité 
Clayton-Bulwer  ;  et  on  donne  â  entendre  qu'il  fera  un  rapport  en  faveur  de  son 
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abroeation.  On  prétend  que  rAnplcterrc  l'a  pratiijuoniciit  .innullc  par  suite  des 
actes  qu'elle  a  commis  dans  l'Améruiuc  C'ciuralc  et  qui  étaient  en  contravention 
à  ses  termes.  En  plusicur  -  on  ,isn mis,  c  e  (  .ouvprticment-ci  a  insisté  qu'il  n'était 
plus  lié  par  ce  traité;  niai>  l.i  (  iiundc-iirccagnc,  quelle  que  soit  l'interprcuiiion 
donnée  à  ses  actes  dans  l'Anicriquc  Centrale,  n'a  rien  fait  pour  indiquer  qu'elle 
considère  le  traité  comme  étant  nul. 

Les  difficultés  diplomatiques  engagées  dans  la  controverse  relative  à  la  force 
actuelle  et  obligatoire  du  traité  Clayton-Bulwer  sont  sérieuses,  mais  cependant, 
pas  plus  graves  que  beaucoup  d'autres  qui  ont  cédé  aux  efforts  des  hommes 
d'État.  Les  dépenses  énormes  qu'exige  l'entreprise  du  Canal  du  Nicaragua, 
et  jusqu'à  quel  point  les  États-Unis  s'engageraient  financièrement  à  l'aider,  sont 
des  (juestions  que  le  pays  devra  soigneusement  considérer.  L'avantage  du 
Canal,  lorsqu'il  sera  achevé,  est  incontestable  si  nous  ne  sommes  pas  obligés 
de  le  payer  trop  cher  par  des  complications  internationales  ou  par  l'épuisement 
de  nos  finances. 

I.rgain  qu'obtiendrait  le  transport  dc^  marchandi'^c;  en  prenant  îa  route  la  plus 
courte,  celle  du  Nicaragua,  est  encore  niit  ax  démontré  par  la  liste  suivante  des 
distances  en  milles  áxéa  par  les  statuts,  entre  New-York  et  l'Océan  Paciüquc: 


Par  le  Cap  Horn   ♦   7,  897 

Par  le  chemin  du  fer  du  Sud-Pacihquc   3,  709 

Par  le  chemin  de  fer  du  Canadien-Pacifique  ,  3, 61^ 

Par  le  chemin  de  fer  du  Central-Pacifique  3»  340 

Par  le  chcnun  de  fer  du  Nord-Pacifiquc   3,  237 

Par  le  Canal  du  N  icaraguã.   2,  5 19 


En  un  mot,  rnurc  li  route  par  rau  jusqu'au  Pacifique,  par  le  Nicaragua,  est 
plus  courte  que  celle  J'ai:  m  ne  voie  terrée  à  travers  !c  onuincnt,  ayant  821  mîûcs 
de  moins  que  la  route  orklinairc  entre  New-York  et  le  Paciftquc  par  les  chemins 
de  ter  de  l'Union  et  du  Central  Pacifique. 

L'histoire  du  projet  du  Canal  du  N  icaragua,  depuis  six  ans^  a  été 
succinctement  donnée  par  l'Hon.  John  Sherman,  alors  sénateur 
des  États-Unis  pour  l'État  du  Ohio,  et  aujourd'hui  Secrétaire 
d'État,  dans  un  article  publié  dans  le  "  Forum"  du  mois  de  Mars^ 
1891.    Il  disait: 

D'un  traité  conclu  le  1"' Décembre  1884,  entre  les  États-Unis  et  la  Répu- 
blique de  Nicaragua,  une  clause  fut  introduite  relative  á  la  construction,  par  les 
États-Unis,  d'un  canal  interocéanique  de  l'Atlantique  au  Pacifique  à  travers  le 
territoire  de  cette  République.  Le  10  décembre  1 884,  ce  traité  fut  envoyé  au 
Sénat  accompagné  d'un  message  du  Président  Arthur  qui,  dans  un  langage 
énergique  et  ferme,  en  recommandait  la  ratification,  mais  rien  de  formel  ne  fut 
fait  avant  l'inauguration  du  Président  Cleveland,  le  4  mars  1885. 

Quelques  jours  après,  M.  Cleveland  retira  tbrmellement  du  Sénat  le  traité 
soumis  à  sa  considération  ;  et,  dans  son  message  annuel  au  Congrès,  en  décem- 
bre de  la  même  année,  il  donnait  comme  raison  de  cet  acte,  que  le  traité  conte- 
nait **des  propositions  qui  embrassaient  des  privilèrc^  <]<•  propriété  ou  des  tlroits 
souverains  hor&  de  nuire  territoire,  unis  à  des  engagements  absolus  et  illimités 
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de  détendre  l'intégrité  territoriale  de  l'État  où  ces  intérêts  existaient."  Il 

disait  plus  loin  : 

"  Soutenant  conunc  je  le  fais,  les  principes  des  précédents  établis  depuis  Wash- 
ington qui  recommandait  d'éviter  toute  alliance  embarrassante  avec  des  puissances 
étrangères,  je  ne  suis  pas  en  faveur  d'une  politique  d'acquisition  de  territoires 
nouveaux  et  éloignés,  ou  d'incorporer  des  intérêts  lointains  avec  les  nôtres." 

Subséquemment,  le  25  avril  1887,  la  République  du  Nicaragua,  très  intéressée 
dans  cette  entreprise,  accorda  à  une  société  particulière  composée  de  citoyens 
des  États-Unis,  une  concession  lui  donnant  le  droit  de  construire  un  canal  inter- 
océanique. Une  concession  semblaMc-  lui  fut  accordée  parla  République  de  Costa- 
Rica  située  sur  la  frontière,  au  sud  de  la  rivière  San  Juan  et  du  Lac  Nicaragua. 
Ayant  obtenu  ces  concessions,  la  société  fut  incorporée  par  un  acte  du  Congrès 
approuvé  le  29  février  1889,  sous  le  nom  de  "Compagnie  du  Canal  Maritime 
du  Nicarapua." 

11  parait  que,  d'après  les  termes  de  ces  concessions,  la  Compagnie  du  Canal 
Maritime  était  revêtue  du  droit  évident  et  incontestable  de  construire  le  Canal, 
de  vendre  ses  actions  c:  ses  ohliira; ions  pour  obtenir  les  fonds  nécessaires,  de 
faire  appel  aux  puissances  étrangères  cl,  particulièrement,  aux  Etais- Unis.  La 
Compagnie  Américaine  ainsi  autorisée  et  organisée,  a  ajouté  aux  examens  et  aux 
études  antérieurs  faits  par  des  officiers  de  l'armée  et  de  la  marine  des  États-Unis, 
d'autres  études  supplémentaires,  d'arpentage,  de  roesurage,  de  sondages  et  de 
devis  de  dépenses,  de  sorte  que  la  nature  exacte  des  travaux  â  exécuter  et  les 
difficultés  á  surmonter  sont  connues.  Ce  travail  a  été  révisé  par  une  commission 
consultative  d'ingénieurs  ;  et,  avant  que  le  Gouvernement  ne  donne  son  appui, 
1  le  sera  de  nouveau,  par  des  officiers  de  l'armée  et  de  la  marine  des  États-Unis, 
dont  l'habileté  et  le  jugement  inspirent  une  confiance  pleine  et  entière. 

Les  évaluations  corrigées  mettent  les  dépenses  des  travaux  à  $73,176,308, 
auvquc'.s  il  faut  ajouter  pour  les  éventualités,  $14,633,262,  plin  l'intérêT  engagé 
pcnd.iru  le  rouf;  des  travaux  ;  le  tout  donnant  un  total  d'cnvirun  1  go, coo, 000. 
î,a  Compagnie  Maritime  a  actullement  commence  !a  construction,  et  les  pr(>ercs 
qui  ont  été  laiis  sont  satisfaisants  de  sorte  que  l'on  connais  parfaitement  le  mun- 
taiil  des  dépenses,  la  location  et  les  problèmes  que  les  ingcaicur-.  aurout  à  résou- 
dre. Il  est  évident  que  les  difficultés  physiques  à  surmonter  ne  sont  pas  plus 
grandes  que  celles  de  beaucoup  de  travaux  d'utilité  publique  entrepris  dans  notre 
pays,car  la  partie  la  plus  élevée  de  cette  voie  fluviale  n'est  que  de  1 10  pieds  au* 
dessus  des  deux  océans — une  hauteur  moins  grande  que  la  base  des  collines  qui 
entourent  Washington. 

Les  travaux  proposés  comprennent  un  système  d'écluses  semblables  à  celles 
construites  par  tes  États-Unis  aux  chûtes  du  Sault  Ste.  Marie  et  à  celtes  mises 
autour  des  chûtes  du  Niagara  par  le  Canada. 

Une  seule  digue  traversant  la  rivière  San  Juan,  mesurant  1,250  pieds  de  long  et 
d'une  hauteur  moyenne  de  soixante  pieds  entre  deux  collines  efcarpées,  asf^urera 
de-;  eaux  navigable*;  d'une  profoiuîcur  et  iî"ut;c  largeur  suffisantes  pour  le  com- 
merce du  monde,  sur  une  longueur  de  1  20  milles. 

Les  apprutiïcs  de  ce  niveau,  quoique  coûteuses,  ne  diffèrent  pas  de<  travaux 
de  même  nature,  et  elles  seront  particulièrement  protégées  contre  les  inondations 


Digitized  by  Cuv  í^^it. 


BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


489 


ct  les  ouragans.  De  la  distance  de  169.4  niilles  d'un  océan  â  l'autre,  142.6 
milles  seront  naviguas  sur  les  eaux  calmes  du  lac,  de  la  rivière  et  des  bassins, 
et  seulement  vingc-six  milles  et  huit-dixièmes  par  le  Canal.  L'altitude  la  plus 
élevée  de  la  chaîne  des  montagnes  qui  séparent  les  eaux  du  Lac  de  Nicaragua  de 
celles  du  Pacifique,  n'excède  sur  aucun  point,  quarante-deux  pieds  au-dessus  du 
Lac. 

La  difficulté  principale  à  vaincre  sera  peut-être  la  construction  des  ports  du 
canal  sur  le  Pacifique  er  sur  l'Atlantique;  mni?,  comme  celui  de  Grcytown,  sur 
la  côte  de  ce  dernier,  considéré  le  plus  formidable,  est  déjà  en  partie  construit, 
lesb  vaisseaux'  callant  i.|LKUor/e  pied>  d'eau,  peuvent  maintenant  y  entrer  sans 
danger  et  débarquer  leurs  cargaisun»  sur  ks  (juais  de  la  Compapnie. 

Les  obstacles  ne  sont  pas  à  comparer  à  ceux  du  Canal  Je  Panama  ou  A  ceux  qui 
ont  été  facilement  surmontés  pour  la  construction  du  Canal  de  Suez;  car  tous 
les  travaux  d'un  océan  â  l'autre  n'ont  rien  à  craindre  des  sables  mouvants  ni  des 
inondations  désastreuses.  Le  Lac  de  Nicaragua,  lui-même,  est  un  des  traits 
physiques  les  plus  remarquables  du  monde. 

Il  remplit  une  cavité  qui  se  trouve  au  milieu  d'une  chaîne  de  montagnes 
brisée,  dont  la  hauteur,  â  cet  endroit,  est  réduite  presque  au  niveau  de  la  mer, 
et  fournit  non-seulement  les  moyens  d'une  navigation  à  une  petite  altitude,  mais 
des  avantages  énormes  comme  port  abrité  et  sûr. 

Quant  aux  avantages  qui  résulteraient  de  la  construction  du 

canal,  M.  Sukrman  observe: 

Le  premier  avantage  qui  devrai:  en  résulter  sera  de  profiter  au  monde  entier 
civilisé.  La  création  d'une  voie  Huviaie  entre  l'Atlantique  er  le  Pacifique 
réalisera  le  rèvc  et  l'espérance  de  Colomb  qui,  ayant  mal  calculé  la  circontcrciu e 
de  la  terre,  entreprit  son  voyage  pour  les  Indes  et  trouva  le  chemin  Icriné  par  le 
nouveau  continent  qu'il  avait  découvert.  Depuis  cette  époque,  il  v  a  près  de 
quatre  siècles,  des  explorateurs  curent  le  même  espoir  de  trouver  une  rouie 
ouverte  à  travers  l'Isthme  ou,  n'y  réussissant  pas,  de  la  construire.  Les  naviga- 
teurs, les  aventuriers,  les  rois  et  les  puissances  étrangères  ont  partagé  cet  espoir, 
et  un  grand  nombres  d'entreprises  hasardeuses  ont  été  faites  pour  atteindre  ce 
but  si  désiré. 

Le  Gouvernement  des  États-Unis,  dans  ces  derniers  temps,  surtout  depuis 
l'accroissement  de  la  population  de  la  Californie,  a  ressenti  le  plus  vif  intérêt 
pour  achever  cette  entreprise;  il  a  cherché  par  des  négociations  et  des  traités  â 
protéger  la  région  du  canal  contre  une  occupation  hostile;  il  a  participé  aux 
divers  plans  pour  ouvrir  un  passage  à  travers  l'Isthme,  et  il  a  fait  faire  une  étude 
élaborée  et  soigneuse  par  des  ingénieurs  civils  et  militaires,  en  vue  de  choisir  la 
meilleure  roure. 

D'autres  nation^  ?'v  sont  également  intére^sccb  niai>  pas  «;i  activemcnr,  ni  «¡i 
efficacement,  à  j-réparer  le  chemin  ct  à  clioi  ir  la  localité.  Le  succès  du  Canal 
de  Suez  engagea  M.  de  Lessf.ps,  qui  était  a  la  icte  de  cette  entreprise,  .'i  com- 
pléter la  navigation  autour  du  monde  par  une  voie  fluviale  à  Panama.  Le 
projet  était  de  creuser  un  canal  d'une  mer  i  l'autre  en  partie  au  niveau  de  la 
mer  et  en  partie  au-dessous.    Les  travaux  Jusqu'à  présent  n'ont  pas  réussi. 
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et  l'on  rroit  le  plan  impraticable.  La  route  du  Nicaragua  hicn  que  ralloiigée 
par  les  retards  cau^ci  par  les  écluses,  est  maintenant  rccMuimic  comme  la  plus 
pratique,  beaucoup  moins  onéreuse,  plus  utile  que  celle  Je  Fanamaei  qui  uiicindra 
le  même  but. 

Le  second  grand  avantage  qu'on  obtiendra  par  la  construction  de  ce  Canal» 
»era  l'extension  qu'il  donnera  â  notre  ligne  de  côtes  des  États  de  Touest  et  des 
pays  voisins.  Les  navires  qui  se  rendent  de  New- York  à  San  Francisco,  sont 
aujourd'hui  obligés  à  passer  par  le  Cap  Horn,  une  distance  de  19,000  milles. 
Les  avantages  qui  résulteront  de  cette  extension  peuvent  â  pdlne  être  calculés. 

Les  quantités  énormes  de  blé,  de  bois  et  d*autres  produits  de  la  c6tc  du  Paci- 
fique peuvent  être  transportées  au.v  États  de  l'Atlantique  par  seulement  3,000 
milles  de  chemin  de  fer  ou  par  la  longue  route  de  l'Amérique  du  Sud,  de  sorte 
que  toute  la  valeur  de  rc<^  produits  est  souvent  absorbée  par  des  frais  du  vovage. 
On  croit  que  notre  commerce  de  cabotage  aarnicntcra  cnn-idcrah!ement  par  le 
Canal  de  Nicaragua,  et  qu'il  procurera  du  fret  au.v  na\  ires  qui  rcstcnc  inoccupés 
dans  les  ports  du  nord  durant  certaines  saisons  de  l'année. 

Les  I^tats-Unis  i»buciîdront  un  autre  bénéfice  par  la  ron^tniction  de  ce 
Canal,  et  qui  consistera  à  donner  a  nuire  population  une  conimuiiauié  d'nucréts 
avec  les  côtes  occidentales  du  Mexique  et  de  l'Amérique  du  Sud  qui  sont,  pour 
ainsi  dire,  presque  fermés  à  notre  commerce.  Le  commerce  de  ces  côtes  étant 
obligé  de  passer  par  le  Cap  Horn,  peut,  de  ce  point,  atteindre  plus  facilement  les 
marchés  d'Europe  que  ceux  de  notre  pays  ;  tandis  que  si  le  Canal  est  construit, 
il  y  aura  une  route  sûre  et  bien  protégée  entre  les  ports  occidentaux  du  Conti*- 
nent  Américain  et  nos  principaux  centres  commerciaux. 

Le  Canal,  pour  la  première  fois,  rendra  possible  l'application  de  la  Doctrine 
Monroe  qui,  jusqu'à  présent,  n'est  qu'un  simple  dogme  de  la  politique  améri-> 
cûne.  Cette  communanté  d'intérêts  sera  grandement  raifermie  par  cette  entre- 
prise. Les  Républiques  de  l'Amérique  Latine  sont  modelées  d'après  la  nôtre;  il  ne 
peut  donc  pas  v  avoir  un  confliét  d'intérêts  entre  elles  et  nous.  Bien  de-  années 
se  passeront  a\  ant  que  ces  pays  s'appliquent  à  l'indii'^trie  ;  mais  il?  rontiuucront 
à  .'adonner  principalement  à  l'agriculture  et  à  développer  leur^  mines.  Par 
conséquent,  ils  échangeront  leur  <ir,  leur  argent,  leur  sucre,  leur  café,  leurs 
fruits  tropicaux,  leur  guano  et  toute  les  autres  sources  de  richesse  pour  les  pro- 
duits du  sol  et  des  manufactures  des  États-Unis. 

Depuis  l:i  ])uhlicatton  de  rarticle  de  M.  Sherman,  Pentreprise 
du  canal  de  Nicaragua  a  passé  par  des  phases  diverses  et  a 
été  le  sujet  d'une  controverse  dans  le  Congrès  et  dans  la  presse. 
Les  travaux  de  construction  furent  actuellement  commences  sur 

la  ligne  du  Canal  en  1889,  et  continuèrent  jusqu'à  l'été  de  1893, 
époque  à  laqiu  lie  furent  suspcrulus  iiiute  de  tonds.  Pendant 
la  troisième  session  du  cinquante-troisième  Congrès  (i8<^Ç),  on 
inséra  les  clauses  suivantes  dans  ia  loi  du  Budget  pour  diver- 
ses allocations  civiles  (Sundry  CrcH  Appropriation  Bill)  añn  de 
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subvenir  aux  frais  d'un  nouvel  examen  du  canal  sous  les  auspices 
du  Gouvernement  des  Etats-Unis: 

En  vue  de  s'assurer  de  la  possibilité  d'exécution,  de  la  durée,  des  dépenses  de 
la  rfin'^rrurrion  et  de  î'arhe^vcmciit  thi  Canal  de  Nicaragua  par  la  route  rroictéc, 
et  pour  laquelle  des  dispositions  ont  été  prises  dans  un  Acte  passé  par  ie  Sénat, 
le  28  janvier  1 89;;,  intitulé  :  "Un  Acte  amendant  l'Acte  intitulé:  'l'n  Acte 
incorporant  la  Compagnie  du  Canal  Maritime  de  Nicaragua,'  approuve  le  20 
février  1889,  $20,000  qui  seront  dépensés  conformément  aux  instructions  du 
Secrétaire  d'État." 

En  outre,  une  Commission  composée  de  trois  ingénieurs  est,  par  ces  présentes, 
formée  pour  faire  les  études  et  les  examens  nécessaires  aux  vérifications  ci-dessus 
mentionnées;  ladite  Commission  sera  choisie  et  nommée  par  le  Président  des 
États-Unis,  un  appartenant  au  corps  du  génie  de  l'armée  des  États-Unis,  un 
ingénieur  de  la  marine  et  un  ingénieur  civil;  les  appointements  des  membres 
de  ladite  Commission  seront  fixés  par  le  Président,  mai  n'excéderont  pas 
^5,000  chacun,  y  compris  la  solde  (]ue  les  ingénieurs  ainsi  choisis  reçoivent 
pendant  la  durée  de  leur  emploi  par  le  Gouvernement. 

Et  ladite  Commission,  conformémcnr  aux  arrangements  et  règlements  prescrits 
par  le  Secretaire  d'F.Mt,  a\  ce  l'approbation  du  Président  des  États-Unis,  visitera 
et  iri^¡iei  tera,  en  personne,  la  route  dudit  Canal;  examinera  et  étudiera  les 
plar.5,  protiie-.,  sections,  pri-^mes  et  devis  de  <;es  différentes  parties  sur  lesquels 
elle  fera  un  rapport  .ui  l'jc>idcnt;  et  dans  le  tasoîi  clic  trouverait  qu'une  dévia- 
tion de  la  ligne  principale  de  la  route  proposée  est  désirable,  elle  en  îcra  la 
déclaration  qui  sera  insérée  dans  son  ra]>port,  ainsi  que  ses  conclusions  y  rela- 
tives. Et  ladite  Commission  présentera  son  rapport  le  i*'  novembre  1895,  ou 
plus  tôt. 

Conform*  ni<  nt  à  ces  dispositions,  le  President  Cleveland 
nomma  comiiu'  ineaibres  de  cette  Commission,  le  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  W  iLi.iAM  Ludlow  de  l'armée  des  Ktats-Unis,  M.  M. 
T.  Endïcott  ingénieur  civil  de  la  marine  des  Etats-Unis,  et  M. 
Alfred  Noble,  de  l'Illinois,  choisi  dans  le  civil.  Le  rapport  fut 
soumis  au  Congrès  le  7  février  1896,  et  imprimé  sous  le  titre 
"Document  No.  279,  Cinquante-quatrième  Congrès,  première 
session." 

11  se  bornait  aux  parties  techniques  des  travaux  et  recommandait 
de  faire  d'autres  ex[il()r:iti()ns  et  d'autres  études  avant  de  déter- 
miner un  projet  final,  (.hu'ltpit  s-uncs  des  conclusions  tie  la  Com- 
mission furent  vigoureusement  combattues;  et  ie  Congrès,  lors  de 
sa  récente  session,  fit  insérer  une  clause  dans  la  loi  pour  suppléer 
au  dcñcit  général  {^general  deficiency  bill)  qui  allouait  $150,000 
pour  poursuivre  les  études  et  les  examens  autorisés  par  l'Acte 
approuvé  le  2  mars  1895,  intitulé  ^  Un  Acte  disant  diverses  allo- 
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cations  pour  différentes  dépenses  civiles  et  autres  du  Gouvernement 
pendant  l'année  fiscale  finissant  le  30  juin  1896,'*  afin  de  s*assurer 
de  la  possibilité  d'exécution  et  des  dépenses  de  la  construction  du 

Canal  tic  N  icaragua,  dans  le  but  de  tracer  des  plans  complets  de 
tous  It  s  travaux  de  construction  dudit  canal  *  *  *  *  et  à 
cet  fin,  le  President  des  États  Unis  est  autorisé  à  noimiK  r,  avec 
l'avis  et  le  consentement  du  Sénat  une  commission  qui  con- 
sistera en  un  ingénieur  appartenant  au  corps  du  génie  de  l'armée 
des  États-Unis,  un  ofBcier  de  la  marine  en  activité  de  service  ou 
à  la  retraite  et  un  ingénieur  choisi  dans  le  civil;  ladite  Commis* 
sion  sera  investie  de  tous  les  pouvoirs  et  chargée  de  tous  les  devoirs 
que  ledit  acte  lui  confère." 

Conlouiit ment  à  cette  disposition,  Ir  ()  juin  l^^JJ.  !('  Président 
McKiM.KV  nomina  le  Contre-Admiral  John  G.  \\  alklr,  de  la 
Marine  des  États-Unis,  en  retraite;  le  Capitaine  Oberlin  M. 
Carter,  du  Corps  du  Génie  de  l'Armée  des  États-Unis,  et 
M.  Lewis  M.  Haupt,  de  la  Pennsylvanie,  ingénieur  civil. 

Leur  rapport  sans  doute,  déterminera,  définitivement  la  route 
du  canal  et  les  fi^is  des  travaux.  Quel  aide  sera  donné  à  cette 
entreprise  par  le  Gouvernement  des  États-Unis,  si  toutefois  il  en 
donne,  est  une  question  que  le  Conp^rès  naturellement  doit  décider 
finalement.  Mais  il  semble  éviti(  nt.  d'après  les  considérations 
que  j'ai  essayé  d'énoncer,  (ju'iin  Canal  à  travers  d'l.>thme  par  la 
route  la  plus  praticable,  est  d'abord  la  plus  grande  nécessité  inter- 
nationale de  notre  époque;  et  ensuite,  que  sa  construction  devrait 
avoir  la  sympathie  et  la  coopération  de  toutes  les  Republiques 
Américaines,  comme  offrant  un  moyen  de  développement  de  pro- 
grès intercontinental  sur  l'étendue  de  la  ligne  tracée  par  les  possi- 
bilités commerciales  et  politiques  d'une  union  }>lus  étroite  entre 
elles. 

Les  paroles  hi(  n  que  {prononcées,  il  y  a  plus  de  soixante-dix  ans, 
par  John  CJuincy  .Adams,  [)araissent  être  à  propos  aujourdhui, 
pour  ailirmer  que,  pour  les  États-Unis,  il  esc  non-seulement  pos- 
sible, mais  convenable  et  temps  de  déclarer  et  de  maintenir  comme 
sa  politique  nationale  et  son  but  fixe,  que  la  direction  du  reste 
des  deux  Continents  américains  doit,  à  Tavenir,  être  laissée  entre 
des  mains  américaines. 

La  construction  d'un  canal  à  travers  listhme  de  Panama  sous 
des  auspices  purement  américains  cristalliserait  cette  politique 
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qui  deviendrait  un  fuît.  L'utilité  spéciale  de  rentrepri>e  du 
Nicaragua  dans  ce  but,  est  exprimée  britivcmcnt  par  le  General 
Grant  dans  un  article  de  la  North  American  Review,  publié  en 
février  1881  :  "D*accord  avec  la  politique  antérieure  et  récente  du 
Gouvernement"  disait-il,  "en  obéissant  à  la  volonté  du  peuple 
américain  si  souvent  exprimée,  avec  le  respect  dû  à  notre  dignité 
et  à  notre  puissance  nationales:  en  veillant  soigneusement  à  la 
sauvegarde  et  à  la  prospérité  de  nos  intérêts  et  de  nos  iîidiistries 
sur  ce  continent  et  avec  la  détermination  de  nous  protéger  même 
contre  la  première  approche  de  puissances  rivales  amies  ou 
hostiles,  sur  ces  rives,  je  ret:om mande  au  peuple  amér/diin^  un 
canal  amcricaîn  sur  le  sol  cimêricain^  et  je  me  félicite  du  fait  que 
les  explorations  les  plus  soigneuses  ont  démontre  que  la  route 
actuelle  qui  se  présente  au  monde  dans  cette  attitude,  est  celle 
qui  se  recommande  comme  une  oeuvre  judicieuse,  économique  et 
prospère" 


RÉPUBLIQUE  ARGENTINE. 

IMPORTATIONS  ET  EXPORTATIONS. 

Le  "  Moniteur  Officiel  du  Commerce  "  (publication  irançiase)  du 
6  mai,  1897,  publie  les  données  suivantes  relatives  au  commerce 
extérieur  de  la  République  Argentine  : 

Les  importations  ni  1896  ont  été  évaluées  à  1  18,121,347  pia^rros  (.si  1 
011)  soit  une  au L'incntaüon  de  quelques  1 7, cx>o,ooo  piastres  en  plus  au-dessus  de 

l'année  v-ri:<  cdcnro. 

L'augnicntuttuii  a  etc  duc  cii  partie  au  ici  et  ses  proUuitb  niaïuilacturés  qui 
ont  été  importés  à  une  valeur  de  4,868,000  de  piastres  ($4,517,620);  pour  les 
bois  et  articles  en  bois  la  valeur  a  été  de  3.033,000  piastres  ($2,926,854);  et 
pour  les  produits  chimiques  et  pharmaceutiques  de  2,350,000  piastres  ($2,267,- 
750).    Les  importations  d'après  les  pays  ont  été  en  chiffres  gros: 

Pays,  I  Valeur, 

Piastres.    I  D.^Uar^. 

13.900.000  13,413,500 

44,,  700,000  43.  135.  500 

12. 000.  oro  n.î'-i).  «100 

'  1 1 .  31)0,  000  io.<i  )i,3i(> 

I  ii,3io,ooui  io.b27,G5U 


Allemagne 
Angieterrc 
France  . . . 

îl.ilir  

Éuts-Unis 
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La  Belgique,  le  Brésil  et  autres  nations  se  placent  après.  Il  y  a  eu  une  aug- 
mentation dans  les  importations  anglaises  d'à  peu  près  4,500,000  piastres;  dans 
tes  importations  françaises  une  de  près  de  3,000,000  piastres  ;  dans  les  importa- 
tions allemandes  de  quelques  2,800,000  piastres  et  dans  les  importations  ita- 
liennes iVi  peu  près  1,000,000  piastres. 

■  La  valeur  totale  des  exportations  en  1896  s'est  élevée  à  117,849,855  piastres 
({^113,750,110)  une  diminution  de  plus  de  3,000,000  piastres  en  comparuson 

avec  les  chiffres  pour 

Ccitc  diminution  a  été  le  plus  remarquée  dans  la  valeur  du  bétail.  Les  pro- 
duits agricoles  montrent  une  augmentafit>n  de  i,~oo,goo  piastres,  principalement 
le  maïs.  11  va  eu  une  grande  diminutiun  Uuns  la  valeur  du  blé  expurté,  plu<>  de 
6,000,000  piastres. 

<^ant  .1  la  desiiiuujon  des  exportations,  la  France  en  a  reçu  pour  une  valeur 
de  23,600,000  piastres  {<,z  z,-^j^,ooo)  ;  l'Angleterre  pour  14,300,000  piastres 
($13,199,500);  l'Allemagne  pour  13,300,000  piastres  ($1 2,834,500)  ;  la  Bel- 
gique pour  12,000,000  piastres  ($11,580,000);  le  Brésil  pour  9,800,000  pias- 
tres ($9,457,000)  ;  les  États-Unis,  l'Italie  et  l'Uruguay  se  suivent  en  ordre. 

On  verra  de  cette  revue  générale  que  les  pays  qui  envoient  à  la  République 
Argentine  plus  qu'ils  n'en  achètent  sont  l'Angleterre,  l'Italie  et  les  États-Unis. 
De  l'autre  côté  la  France,  la  Belgique  et  le  Brésil  importent  beaucoup  plus 
qu'ils  n'en  exportent.  La  balance  du  commerce  avec  l'Allemagne  est  presque 
égale. 


BOLIVIE. 

Señor  Don  Lcis  Faz,  accrédite  aux  Ktats-Î^nis  en  qualité 
(l'Knvoyé  Extraordinairr  et  Ministre  Plénipotentiaire  de  la  part 
de  la  République  de  Bolivie,  a  été  bien  accueilli  dans  les  propres 
formes  par  le  Président  McKinley. 

Seîior  Paz  était  antérieurement  dans  le  voisinage  du  Président 
Baptista  et  îl  a  été  pendant  bien  des  années  eminent  dans  les 
afiàires  de  son  pays. 

BRÉSIL. 
LA  CULTURE  DU  CAFÉ  AU  BRÉSIL. 

Les  extraits  suivants,  publiés  par  la  Revue  Coloniale  du  8 
juillet  sur  la  culture  du  caic  au  Brésil,  sont  tirés  d'un  rapport 
adressé  à  M.  le  ministre  des  affaires  étrangères  par  M.  Viener  à 
son  retour  d'un  voyage  dans  TAmérique  du  Sud. 

La  région  de  grande  culture  du  cafô  se  trouve  surtout  entre  le 
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iS*'  et  le  de^ui  de  latitude  sud,  mais  elle  s'étend  beaucoup  plus 
au  nt)rd  1 1  on  pratique  rettr  (  ukurt  sur  un  immense  territoire 
comprenant  2!^^  de  latitude  tt        de  longitude. 

Le  Brésil  n'exportait,  au  commcnc  ement  de  ce  siècle,  qu'une 
très  minime  quantité  de  café  :  mais  actuellement,  c'est  lui  qui  peut 
être  considéré  comme  le  principal  pays  producteur. 

Exportation,  en  sacs  de  cate  (de  60  kilos),  du  Brésil  pour  Rio 
et  Santos  seulement: 

1800   13  ]  1840   1,037,981 

1S17   í>6.íjS5  ■  1S76   3,765,122 

lê20   97.49!^  ,  1^95  •  6,503,768 

1830   484*322  1 

En         la  récolte  était  évaluée  à  7,000,000  de  sacs;  la  récolte 

en  1896  a  encore  été  plus  grande. 

Le  caféier  n'est  pas  originaire  du  Brésil,  mais  il  y  est  aujourd'lmi 
complètement  acclimaté.  On  rencontre,  il  est  v  rai,  dans  les  toréts 
de  Botucato  (Etat  de  Saint-Paul)  un  catcier  soi-disant  sauvage 
{café  amarelU);  mais  il  s'agit  sans  doute  de  jilants  provenant  de 
graines  emportées  par  les  oiseaux  ou  les  singes.  La  variété  culti- 
vée s'appelle  dans  le  pays  ca/é  vermelho^  dont  la  hauteur  varie  de 
2  à  5  mètres  et  dont  le  tronc  a  une  circonférence  de  40  à  70 
centimètres. 

L<  s  procédés  de  culture  varient  avec  les  régions  considérées. 
Ainsi  dans  la  province  de  Ceara,  d'après  un  document  de  M.  Job, 
cité  par  M.  \  lENER,  le  caiéicT  est  toujours  semé  en  pépinières. 
Les  pieds  sont  transplantés  à  l'âge  de  deux  ans,  de  preference  de 
janvier  à  avril,  et  on  les  dispose  à  une  distance  de  10  palmos  (le 
palmos = o  .22  m.)  sur  12.  Ils  commencent  à  produire  à  quatre 
ou  cinq  ans»  L'époque  de  la  cueillette  n'est  pas  toujours  la 
même;  d'ailleurs  elle  a  une  durée  assez  longue  qui  varie  un  peu 
avec  l'intensité  de  la  saison  pluvieuse;  elle  commence  habituelle- 
ment en  mai  ou  juin  jK)ur  se  terminer  en  août. 

Les  fruits  sont  disposés  sur  une  air(  pavée  ciel  ouvert  )  qu'on 
désigne  dans  le  pays  sous  le  nom  de  /achina  et  le  séchage  dure 
de  30  à  35  jours.  On  emploie  encore  dans  le  pays  de  Ceara  le 
vieux  système  de  décortication  par  voie  de  broyage,  à  l'aide  de 
meules  verticales  (rodeiroi)  tournant  dans  une  auge  de  pierre. 
Ce  procédé  laisse  d'ailleurs  beaucoup  à  désirer,  car  beaucoup  de 
graines  sont  brisées  par  le  poids  des  meules.  Le  nettoyage  et  le 
brunissage  se  iunt  habituellement  à  ia  luaui. 
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Dans  les  États  de  Sao  Paulo  et  de  Minas  Geraes  la  culture  du 
café  occupe  de  vastes  sur&ces  et  le  traitement  du  café  aprrs  la 

rccolte  se  íait  dans  dfs  conditions  beaucoup  plus  parlaiici  l¿u  à 
Ceara  et  sur  les  machines  h  s  plus  prrtccrionnées. 

La  plus  grande  fazenda  (plantation)  du  Brésil  et  j)eut-étre  du 
monde  entier  esc  la  iazenda  Dumont  (Etat  de  Minas  Geraes)  tbn- 
dée  par  un  français  dont  elle  porte  encore  le  nom.  La  sur^e 
totale  de  cette  propriété  est  de  30,000  hectares,  dont  6,150  hec- 
tares plantés  de  caféiers.  Le  nombre  des  plants  était  de  4,7 181800 
en  1^. 

La  culture  est  surtout  assurée  par  des  emigrants  italiens  qui 
sont  employés  au  nombre  de  8,000;  cha(|ue  année  l'étendue  de 
cette  plantation  s'acroit  et  en  même  temps  la  production  devient 
de  plus  en  plus  grande. 

La  récolte  de  1895  pour  la  tazenda  Dumont  seulement  a  été 
de  4, 100,000  kilogrammes,  et  celle  de  1896  s'est  élevée  à  4^500,000 
kilogrammes.  Cette  plantation  a  été  vendue  il  y  a  trois  ans  à 
une  société  brésilienne  pour  la  somme  considérable  de  12  millions 
de  francs. 


HONDURAS  ANGLAIS. 
CHEMIN  DE  FER  PROJETÉ. 

[Du  Rappurt  (Jotibulairc  Ucs  États-Unis  du  inuis  de  juillet  1397.] 

J*ai  â  rapporter  que  les  ingénieurs,  envoyés  par  le  Colonial  Office  de  Londres 
pour  surveiller  et  rapporter  au  sujet  de  la  praticabilité  du  proposé  chemin  de 
fer  de  Bélize  à  la  frontière  ouest  de  la  colonie,  ont  complété  leurs  rapports  et  on 
peut  avoir  des  copies  avec  mappe,  pour  $3  t'ranro  de  poste. 

La  loni»uer  totale  de  la  ligne  projetée  est  de  7^  millc^  et  le  mûr,  embarcadère 
inclusive  est  c^rimé  à  ^734/^^>3  ($3,575.237'4'^)-  Cecte  appréciation,  cepen- 
dant, est  pour  une  voie  construicc  de  la  façon  la  plu^  «solidement  finie. 

Sans  doute  un  pourrait  équiper  et  cuiistruirc  une  voie  a\  cc  des  raiU  améri- 
cains et  Ju  matériel  roulant  pour  autant  de  dollars  que  l'on  a  e^iinié  de»  liv  res  et 
on  pourrait  encore  en  tirer  un  joli  profit.  Il  n*y  a  pas  de  grandes  difficultées 
pour  l'ingénieur,  et  en  changeant  un  peu  la  route  projetée,  on  peut  éviier  les 
ponts  sans  danger  d'inondations,  A  cause  de  l'énorme  coût,  comme  il  est 
esùmé  dans  le  rapport,  le  Gouvernement  a  décidé  que  )9  route  ne  paierait  pas 
des  intérêts  sur  le  placement,  á  moins  qu'elle  ne  fût  continuée  dans  le  Guacé- 
mala,  des  négociations  par  moyen  du  Fordgn  Office  ont  été  entamées  afin  de 
savoir  les  intentions  du  Gouvernement  de  Guatémala  á  ce  sujet. 
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Le  Gouvernemenc  colonial  est  préparé  à  considérer  les  oíFres  des  compagnies 
dignes  de  confiance  pour  la  construction  d'un  chemin  de  ièr  i  la  frontière  ouest 
ec  i  iâire  des  concessions  de  terrain  avec  un  don  gratuit  d'argent  pour  aider 
l'entreprise. 

Ceci  serait  un  bon  champs  d'opération  pour  le  capital  américain  et  ferait  faire 
des  progrès  au  commerce  avec  les  États-Unis. 

Je  ne  douce  pas  que  Ton  puisse  obtenir  une  concession  du  Guatémala  et  du 
Mexique  si  la  compagnie  voulait  étendre  le  chemin  de  fer  à  ces  pays.  Je  trou- 
verais ceci  très  désirable  car  on  rapporte  qu'il  y  a  des  grandes  quantités  de  bois 

de  campèche  et  d'acajou,  duquel  on  pourrait  profiter  à  l'ouverture  d'un  chemin 
de  fer  ãnij<  l'inréricur  de  ces  répions.  On  dit  aussi  que  c'est  un  bon  pays  pour 
l'agriculture  et  l'élevage  du  bétail  avec  un  climat  tempéré. 

Albert  E.  Morlan, 
Biu2£,  ¿e  2j  mai  iSçj,  Consul. 


COLOMBIE. 

DROIT  DE  lo  POUR  CENT  SUR  LES  COLIS  POSTAUX. 

Par  un  décret  en  date  du  4  novembre  1896*  le  gouvernement 
du  département  de  Panama  avait  imposé  une  taxe  de  10  pour  cent 

ad  l'iilorc/ii  sur  les  colis  po.>t;iux  venant  de  rctrang*  r  (  c  fixé  le 
mode  de  perception  de  cette  taxe.  Les  agents  du  fisc  avaient 
re^'u  comme  instruction  d'ouvrir  tous  les  colis  postaux. 

A  la  suite  de  réclamations  qui  lui  ont  été  présentées  à  ce  sujet 
le  gouvemement  colombien  a  modifié  les  instructions  primitives 
de  la  manière  suivante  : 

La  vàleur  du  colis  postal  sera  établie  de  plein  droit  par  la  fâc^ 
ture  et  le  connaissement  qui  l'accompagneront,  et  la  vérification 
de  l'exactitude  des  déclarations  ne  sera,  en  fait,  effectuée  que 
lorsqu'il  aura  quelqurs  souprons  ou  niotits  pour  y  procéder. 

Kn  outre,  le  droit  d'importation  appli(jué  aux  colis  postaux  sera 
per^'u,  à  l'avenir,  nu  bureau  de  réception,  au  lieu  de  l'être  dans  les 
bureaux  du  Département  des  Finances. 


COSTA  RICA. 

Le  Congrès  National  de  cette  république  a  promulgué  un  décret 

en  ciait  du  20  mai  dernier,  interdisant  à  partir  de  t  (  tte  date, 
l'immigration  de  Chinois,  mais  cette  interdiction  ne  s'appliquera 
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pas  aux  individus  de  cette  nationalité  dip  établis,  d'une  manière 
permanente,  à  Costa  Rica.  Ces  derniers  peuvent  quitter  le  pays 
et  \  rt  tourner  à  volonté. 

Par  ce  même  décret.  K  Pouvoir  Exécutif  est  autorisé  à  em[)écher 
l'immigration  dans  la  république  de  toute  autre  race  que  le  gou* 
vemcment  puisse  considérer  nuisible  au  progrès  et  bien-être  de  la 
nation. 

Le  Pouvoir  Exécutif  dictera  les  K  glcments  nécessaires  pour 
lapplication  de  latliti:  loi. 

Le  Pouvoir  l'.xécutit  a  <k>nn<-  son  approharton  à  la  constitution 
d'une  asscK'iation  intitulée  "  l  he  Sarapigui  Estates  Company, 
Limited;'  qui  a  pour  objet  le  développement  d'une  grande  étendue 
de  terrain  convenable  à  la  culture  du  caté,  du  cacao,  et  toute  autre 
espèce  de  produits  tropicaux. 

Cette  compagnie  fut  fondée  à  Londres,  Angleterre,  le  28  août 
1896. 


HONDURAS. 

CONCESSIONS  ACCORDÉES— MODIFICATIONS  DR  LA  LOI 

DOUANIÈRE. 

Dans  une  communication  récente,  au  Département  d'État,  Mr. 
W.  W.  Little,  consul  des  États-Unis  à  Tegucigalpa,  dit: 

Une  concession  a  été  accordée  par  le  Gouvcrnemenr  â  un  groupe  de  capi* 

talistcs  de  New  York  {The  Honduras  Syndicate  of  New  York),  ayant  pour  ob- 
jet la  termination  du  chemin  clc  ter  intcroréuniquc  de  Puerto  Ccrte/  à  Amapala. 
Le  syndicat  tjui  s'obiigc  à  arranger  la  dette  extérieure:,  a  le  droit  d  "établir  une  banque 
nationale,  et  d*encaisser,  pendant  une  période  de  quelques  années,  les  droits  de 
douane.    Le  syndicat  doit  fournir,  sous  peu  de  temps,  certaines  garanties. 

Une  concession  est  accordée  à  des  capitalistes  de  Washington  pour  la  cons- 
truction d'un  chemin  de  fer  électrique,  du  systèm  Fryer,  de  Puerto  Cortez  à 
TruMllo.    Cette  concession  est  accordée  à  la   American  Honduras  Company** 

de  W  ashington,  qui  doit  faire  certains  dépôts  pour  servir  de  garanties. 

T/acte  autorisant  quelque;  modihcatidns  à  la  loi  douanière,  et  l'acte  rendant 
libres  la  c\ikivaiion  et  la  vente  du  tahar,  óur  etc  appnnnés  parle  Congrès;  la 
cultivation  et  la  vente  du  tabac  étaient  auparavant  un  monopole  du  Gouv- 
ernement. 

Une  concession  a  été  ausai  accordée  à  dca  capitalistes  américains  pour  la  con- 
struction d'une  route  carrossable,  et  d'une  route  de  trun  express  de  Puerto 
Cortez  à  Tégucigalpa,  et  de  là  à  Amapala. 
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ABOLITION  DU  MONOPOLE  DU  TABAC. 
Décret  No.  114. 
LE  CONGRÈS  NATIONAL  DÉCRÈTE: 

Article  1.  Le  monopole  du  tabac  dans  cet  État  est  aboli;  en  conséquence  il 
CSC  permu,  sans  ancune  restriction,  de  planter,  cultiver,  récolter  les  profits,  pré- 
parer et  exporter  ladite  plante. 

Akt.  2.  De  la  date  de  la  mise  en  vigueur  de  cette  loi  le  Pouvoir  Executif  est 
autorisé  â  vendre  à  un  prix  raisonnable  le  stock  de  tabac. 

Aar.  3.  Cette  loi  sera  en  vigueur,  quant  à  la  plantation  et  á  Pexportadon 
du  tabac,  à  partir  du  premier  août,  1B97,  et  quant  i  l'abolition  du  monopole,  à 
partir *du  premier  décembre  de  l'année  courante. 

Fait  à  Tégudgalpa»  Salle  des  Séances,  le  3  avril  1897. 

(Signé  :) 

José  Maria  Rfîna, 

Frésideni,  etc 

MODIFICATIONS  DU  TARIF. 
Décret  No.  1 19. 
LE  CONGRÈS  NATIONAL  DÉCRÈTE: 

Article  1.  Sera  établie  pour  l'évaluation  des  marchandises  qui  peuvent  être 
importées  dans  l'État,  une  douzième  classe,  avec  évaluation  de  deux  pesos  par 
livre,  poids  brut. 

Art.  2.  Dans  les  évaluations  établies,  les  modifications  Suivantes  sont  arrêtées  : 

1.  T  e  vin  er  la  hière  de  toutes  qualités,  mis  en  bouteilles,  sont  rayés  de  la 

deuxième-  classe  et  transférés  à  !a  rroisièmc. 

2.  Le  vin  et  la  bière  de  tüutc^  classes  en  futí,  damcs-icamic,  ou  toute  autre 
espèce  de  vase,  sauf  en  bouteilles,  sont  rayés  de  la  deuxième  classe  et  transférés 
à  la  (Quatrième. 

3.  Les  liqueurs  fortes  ou  sucrées,  telles  que  l'alcool,  l*eau-de-vic,  le  whiskey, 
l'absinthe,  le  rhum,  le  genièvre,  la  mistela,  la  chartreuse,  les  amers,  etc.,  et  le 
champagne,  en  bouteilles  et  qui  ne  dépassera  pas  zz  degrés  Cartlûer,  sont  rayés 
de  la  quatrième  classe  et  transilirés  â  la  sixième.  Le  champagne  au-dessus  du 
degré  mentionné  sera  évalué  en  proportion. 

4.  Les  liqueurs  fortes  ou  sucrées,  telles  que  l'alcool,  l'eau-de-vie,  le  whiskey, 
l'absinthe,  le  rhum,  le  genièvre,  etc.,  mises  en  fûts,  dames-jeanne  ou  autres  vasn, 
sauf  bouteilles,  et  qui  ne  dépassent  pas  22  degrés  Carthicr,  sont  rayées  de  la 
quatrième  classe  et  transférées  à  la  huitième.  Celles  qui  dépassent  ce  degré 
seront  évaluées  en  proportion. 

5.  Les  pantalons,  gilets,  jaquettes,  habits — r<*dinpotcs,  vestes,  vestons — ^palctots 
et  tous  autres  pareils  vêtements  d'hommes,  en  laine  ou  en  toile,  sont  rayés  de  la 
huitième  classe  et  transiérés  à  la  neuvième. 

BuU.  2Í0, 3  12 
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6.  I. es  selles,  licoiîç,  fourreaux  de  fusils,  fourreaux  de  pistolets,  brides,  sangles, 
martingales,  croupières,  «  autres  articles,  jont  rayé$  de  la  neuvième  classe  et 
transitTcs  à  la  huitième. 

7.  Les  houles  eu  ivoire,  pour  îc  jeu  de  billard,  importées  sans  la  table,  la  bijou- 
terie, les  ornements,  les  pierres  précieuses,  et  les  bijoux,  les  articles  d'or  ou 
d'argent  et  tous  ceux  qui  contiennent  uue  certaine  quantité  de  ces  métaux,  les 
montres  d*uD  métal  quelconque,  les  coffres  vides  i  moficres  ou  à  lûjoux,  en  peluche, 
satin,  ou  cuir,  la  soie  écrue,  ou  mélangée,  manufacturée  sous  n'importe  quelle 
forme,  dont  la  matière  principale  est  la  soie,  sont  rayés  de  la  onzième  classe  et 
transfi&rés  à  la  douzième. 

8.  Les  d^rettes  de  toutes  sortes,  y  compris  aussi  les  cigares,  sont  rayés  de  la 
dixième  classe  et  transférés  à  la  neuvième. 

AancLE  3.  L'importation  d*eau-dc-vie  telle  que  celle  fabriquée  dans  le  pays,  le 
rhum,  le  whiskey,  l'eau-de-vie,  le  genièvre  et  l'anisette  ordinaires,  est  défendue, 
le  Gouvernement  seul  ayant  le  droit  de  lej  importer  et  de  les  vendre. 

Artici.k  4.  Toute  marchandise  importée  paiera  un  droit  de  JOO  pour  cent, 
additionnel  à  l'évaluation  et  aux  droits  de  magasinage  établis. 

Am.  Ç.  Cette  loi  sera  en  vigueur  à  partir  du  premier  août  18^7,  mais  la 
provision  énoncée  dans  l'article  4  ne  sera  en  vigueur  .\  partir  de  cette  date  que 
dans  le  cas  où  le  "Honduras  Syndicale"  n'aurait  pas  déposé,  le  25  mai,  les 
garanties  stipulées  dans  son  contrat  relativement  à  l'arrangement  de  la  dette 
publique,  l'établissement  de  la  banque  nationale  et  la  construction  du  chemin  de 
fer.  Dans  le  cas  où  les  garanties  auraient  été  fournies  ledit  article  4  n'aura 
d'effet  qu'à  partir  du  1er  octobre  prochain  dans  le  cas  cependant  oil  le  stipulé 
dans  le  même  contrat  n'aurait  pas  été  mis  en  exécution. 

(Signé:)  Joe¿  maria  Reina, 

Présidait,  etc. 

Le  3  avril  1897, 

NoTF — T-'oripinnl  de  la  loi  dviuaniècre,  avec  ses  onze  classes,  auxquelles  on  fait 
réiércnce  dans  ce  décret,  esi  publié  dans  le  Guide  de  Honduras  édité  par  le  Bureau 
des  Républiques  Américaines  ;  les  classes  se  trouvent  à  la  fin.  Depuis  la  publication 
de  la  loi  originale,  les  droits  ont  été  augmentés,  premièrement  de  20  pour  cent  sur  le 
montant  original,  et  ensuite  de  30  pour  c<'nt  sur  ce  tot.il .  A  la  pince  de  res  deux  diffé- 
renls  droits  additionnels,  la  nouvelle  loi  stipule  que  toute  marchandise  Importée  sera 
soumise  à  une  taxe  additionnelle  de  100  pour  cent  sur  les  droits  primitifs  et  les  dépenses 
de  magasinage.   La  taxe  de  magasinage  est  de         centavos  par  grosse  de  livres. 


SANTO  DOMINGO. 

NOUVELLE  LOI  MONÉTAIRE. 
tDu  Rapport  Consulaire  des  États-Unis  pour  le  mois  de  juillet  1897.] 

Ci-joint  une  copie  et  traduction  de  la  Nouvelle  Loi  Mont- 
taire  du  Gouvernement  üominicain,  adoptée  le  ç  du  courant 

Archibald  H.  Grimke, 

CansuL 

Santo  Domingo,  le  ij  mui  iSgj, 
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DfCltBT. 

1.  Le  monnayage  de  la  monnaie  d'argent  alliée,  de  la  marque  de  la  Répub- 
lique sera  limité  á  la  somme  de  $1,^00,000,  maximum. 

2.  Comme  le  but  du  Pouvoir  Ivvécurit  esc  que  la  somme  d'argent  en  circula- 
tion soit  touiours  inférieure  á  celle  qui  est  nécessaire  et  qu'une  portion  de  mon- 
naie en  or  est  indispensable  au  commerce,  on  a  décidé  de  monna\  er  seulement 
;$6oo,ooo;  le  reste  sera  monnaye  en  ca»  de  besoin  absolu  pour  le  jiaiement  frac- 
tionnaire Cl  les  affaires  de  la  République,  la  quantité  indispensable  sera  monnayée 
gradueUemenc  et  ne  devra  dépasser  d'acune  manière  la  somme  fixée  de  ;^  1 , 5  00,000. 

Les  types  de  monnaie  nationale  seront:  Un  dollar,  i  nquante  cents,  vingt 
cents  et  dix  cents. 

3.  {a)  La  monnaie  de  nickel  en  circulation. 

{k)  La  monnaie  dans  le  type  de  francs  de  la  République  en  circulation.  ^ 
{c)  La  monnaie  de  bronze  en  circulation. 
(d)  La  monnaie  à  laquelle  fait  référence  le  présent  décret. 
(«)  Les  notes  du  Banco  Nacional  garanties  par  le  Gouvernement — 
Formeront  ce  qu'on  nomme  monnaie  courante,  la  valeur  du  franc  dominicaix 
étant  fixée  h  20  cents  monnaie  courante. 

4.  La  monnaie  d'or  suivante  sera  évaluée  au  taux  mentionné  et  sera  acceptée 
comme  payement  pour  les  affaires  privées  et  par  les  autorités  fiscales  et  munici- 
pales comme  monnaie  courante. 

I.a  pièce  d'or  américaine  de  $20  à  ;^40  ci  en  proportion  ses  parties  fraction- 
naires ;  la  livre  sterling  à  $9.  ço  et  en  proportion  ses  parties  fractionnaires  j  i'onct 
espagnole  i  $30.50  et  en  proportion  ses  parties  fractionnaires  ;  les  pièces  d'ot 
de  20  francs  à  $7.50  et  en  proportion  leur  parties  fractionna  la  pièce  d'or  alle- 
mand de  20  marks  à  $9.25  et  en  proporûon  ses  parties  fraccionnûres. 

5.  Nulle  monnaie  d'argent  au  monnayage  étranger  ne  sera  considérée  comme 
monnaie  courante  et  son  importation  est  par  ceci  défendue. 

Le  payement  des  droits  fiscaux  et  municipaux  sera  fait  soit  en  partie  ou  en 
total,  avec  les  espèces  suivantes,  sans  acceptation  d'autres  :  En  monnaie  d'argent 
au  monnayage  de  la  République;  en  monnaie  de  nickel  au  monnayage  de  la 
République;  en  monnaie  de  bronze  au  monnayage  de  la  République;  en  notes 
du  Banco  Nacional  de  Santo  Domingo,  garanties  par  le  Gouvernement,  et  en 
monnaie  d'or  spécifiée  par  le  présent  décret. 

7.  Four  le  payement  des  droits  fiscaux  et  municipaux  (lequel  devra  se  faire  en 
or  ou  en  son  équivalent  selon  le  prix  officiel  du  change)  le  taux  sera  tîxé  invaii- 
.iblement  à  ioo  pour  cent  entre  la  monnaie  courante  et  l'or  américain,  pour  ce 
que  de  monnaie  courante  soient  équivalants  à  $1  or  américain.  Pour  les 
obligations  et  contrats  en  affaires  personnelles,  la  valeur  assignée  à  la  monnaie 
courante  en  relation  avec  la  monnaie  d'or  américaine  est  la  même  que  celle 
assignée  au  présent  dollar  d'argent  du  monnayage  mexicain  en  relation  avec  l'or 
américain  :  et  il  est  dédareé  que  chaque  dollar  de  monnaie  courante  est  équiva- 
lant et  peut  remplacer  le  dollar  de  la  monnaie  mexicaine.  La  monnaie  d'argent 
étrangère  actuellement  en  circulation  sera  admise  dans  des  transactions  privées 
durant  les  six  mois  suivant  la  promulgation  du  présent  décret  ¡  après  ce  délai 

« 
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ladite  monnaie  ne  sera  pas  monnaie  légale  dans  la  République  sans  égards  au 

poids  et  alliage. 

Les  monnaies  d'argent  qui  seraient  rabaissées  pour  avoir  été  percées  ou  rognées 
et  qui  ne  pourraient  être  exportées  à  cause  du  rabaissement,  seront  permises 
d*itrc  changée*  pour  la  valeur  qu  'elles  représentent»  au  bureau  du  vérificateur 
général  des  Finances,  pour  de  l'argent  au  monnayage  national. 

Ce  décret,  à  partir  de  la  date  de  sa  promulgation  annulera  toutes  les  lois  et 
dispositions  qui  lui  seront  contraires  et  sera  envoyé  au  Pouvoir  Exécutif  pour 
des  buts  constitutionnels. 


VÉNÉZUÉLA. 

LE  NOUVEAU  MINISTÈRE. 

Le  Gén.  Joaçuin  Crespo,  President  Constitutionnel  dess  États- 
Unis  du  Venezuela,  par  un  décret  en  date  du  28  juin,  1897 
contresigné  par  son  Secrétaire,  le  Gén.  José  R.  Nunez,  a  nommé 
un  nouveau  conseil  des  ministres  constitué  comme  il  suit: 

Ministre  de  l'Intérieur,  Dr.  Heriberto  Gordon. 

Ministre  des  Aflàires  Etrangères,  Señor  Don  P.  Ezeçuiel  Rojas. 

Ministre  des  I manees,  Señor  Don  Luis  A.  Castillo. 

Ministre  de  la  Guerre  et  de  la  Marine,  Géru  José  Rafael 
Ricart. 

Directeur  Général  des  Postes,  Dr.  Adriano  Riera  Aguinagalde. 
Ministre  de  l'Instruction  Publique,  Dr.  Federico  Chirinos. 
Ministre  des  Travaux  Publics,  Gén.  George  Uzlar,  jeune. 
Le  Gén.  Ibara  Herrera,  Gouverneur  du  District  Fédéral,  en 
vertu  de  ses  fonctions,  a  droir  à  l'entrée  au  conseil  des  ministres  du 

Vénézut  Li. 

Les  nuRÛtications  sviivanrcs  iaites  au  tarif  du  Venezuela  ont 
été  promulguées  oÜicieilenient: 

Classb  I. — Knjranchist, 

Sont  comprise^  dans  cette  classe:  Eaux  minérales,  autrefois  de  troisième 

classe.  Minerai  de  ter  et  vieux  fer,  propre  à  l'usage  des  fomicries,  autrefois  de 
seconde  classe.  Pousses  de  pommes  de  terre,  autrefois  de  iroi&ièoie  classe. 
Moulins  à  vent,  autrefois  de  seconde  classe. 

Classe  2. — io  ceniimts  U  kilo, 

Ga/.  d'acide  carbonique  en  liquide.  Coudes  pour  les  tuyaux  de  fontaine* 
Poudre  de  verrerie. 
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Classe  ^.—'2^  centimes  U  Aiio. 


Ct)ton,  autrefois  prohibé;  asbc«.tc  ;  harnais,  autrefois  de  2me  classe;  sucre  à 
moscouage,  autrcfui?  prohibé;  gomme  arabique,  autrefois  de  ^nic  classe;  sain- 
doux pur,  les  mélanges  et  l'oléomargarine  autrefois  compris  dans  certe  classe 
sont  exclus;  poisons  employés  à  la  préservation  des  peaux,  autrefois  de  5mc 
classe. 

Classe  4. — 75  centimes  le  kdo. 

Sucre  bUnc  raffiné,  autrefois  prohibé;  l\uile  bitumineuse  pour  nettoyer  les 
harnais  ;  nattes  de  corde  peintes  pour  la  table  ;  napthe  ;  sùndoux  de  porc  mé- 
langé avec  d'autres  graisses  et  l*oléomar^rine,  autrefois  de  jme  classe;  petites 
bandes  de  bois  pour  allumettes,  autrefois  prohibées;  fusils  à  vent  de  parloir  sont 
transférés  à  la  7me  classe. 

Classb    — /.^jr  hoHvars  le  kilo. 

Rhum  de  toute  sorte,  excepté  celui  qui  est  fait  de  la  canne  à  sucre,  Timpor^ 
tation  duquel  est  prohibe.  Eau  de  vie,  ou  cognac,  ou  ses  essences.  Genièvre  et 
ses  essences  jusqu'à  22  degrés  Cartier;  au-dessus  de  ce  degré  les  droits  seront 

calcules  en  proportion  ;  autrefois  de  6me  class.  Ratting  de  coton  011  coton 
satiné  en  couches  pour  ouates.  Poudre  à  canon,  autrcioi^  de  6nie  classe.  Tabac 
en  tampons  ^cl  tabac  hueva)  et  tabac  en  andouilles  à  chiquer,  autrefois  de  óme 
classe. 

Classe  7. — ¿  bolivars  U  kilo. 

Fusil  i  vent  de  parloir,  autrefois  de  4"**  classe.  L'importation  des  allumettes 
est  prohibée. 

Classb  9. — 20  bolivars  le  kilo. 

L'importation  des  vêtements  confectionnés,  autrefois  dans  cette  classe,  est  pro- 
hibée par  l'article  5  de  la  nouvelle  loi. 

La  loi  du  tarif  faite  récemment  contient  deux  nouveaux  articles  comme  il  suit  : 

AaT.  4.  L'autorité  exécutive  aura  le  pouvoir  de  prohiber  l'importation  de 
toutes  les  pièces  ou  d'aucune  pièce  de  toutes  sortes  de  vêtements  confectionnés, 
de  chapeaux  da  toutes  classes,  casquettes,  casques,  et  bonnets  garnis,  par  ces 
Douane  de  la  République  dans  la  juridiction  desquelles  les  telles  industries  ou  le 
tel  commerce  pourront  avoir  acquises  l'extension  et  le  développement  nécessaires 
pour  fournir  les  tels  articles,  sans  causer  du  détriment  aux  consommateurs. 

Aar.  13.  Les  articles  importés  dans  le  pays  comme  des  parties  détachées  d'un 
tout-ensemble  dans  1c  but  d'éviter  les  droit-,  qu'ils  soient  dans  un  seul  paquet 
ou  dans  des  pacjuets  séparés,  paieront  les  droits  dc  la  classc  à  laquelle  appartient 
l'article  quand  ses  parties  sont  réunies, 

11  y  a  cette  différence  entre  l'article  4  de  la  vieille  loi  et  l'article  ^  dc  la 
nouvelle  loi  :  D'après  le  premier,  le  salpêtre  ne  pouvait  être  importé  que  par 
les  pharmaciens  et  en  menues  portions;  d'après  le  second,  la  quantité  n'est  pas 
limité,  et  il  peut  être  importé  par  qui  que  ce  soit  avec  la  propre  permission. 

Entre  l'article  11  de  la  vieille  lot  et  l'article  1 3  de  la  nouvelle  loi,  il  y  a  cette 
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différence:  D'après  le  premier,  le  Gouverneur  était  autorisé  à  augmenter  à  dimi- 
nuer ou  à  supprimer  les  droits  sans  spéci&er  l'article  ;  d'après  le  second,  il  est 
autorisé  A  augmenter,  à  diminuer  et  à  supprimer  les  droits  sur  les  choses  néces- 
saires de  la  vie  seulement  quand  des  circonstances  imprévues  le  rendent  impéra- 
tif, etc. 


TRAITÉ  DE  L'UiNlON  CENTRO-AMÉRICAINE. 

Consulat  des  États-Unis  d'Amérique, 

Tegucigalpa^  Honduras^  Je  2ç  juin  iSçj. 
A  THonorablc  Joseph  P.  Smith, 

Directeur  du  Bureau  des  Républiques  Américaines^ 

Pfashington^  D.  C. 
Monsieur:  J*ai  l'honneur  de  vous  transmettre  sous  ce  pli  une 
copie,  avec  traduction,  du  traite  d'union  entre  les  cinq  Républiques 
de  l'Amérique  Centrale,  célébré  à  Giuiréniala,  le  içjuin  i8<^7- 
Je  suis.  Monsieur,  votre  obéissant  serviteur, 

Wm.  m.  LiTTl.K, 

Consul  des  ÙaiS'Un/s. 

Les  Ciou\  enicnu'iiu  de  Guatémala,  de  Costa  Rica  et  de  la  (  ir.nuic  Rcpubiiquc 
de  l'Amérique  Centrale  par  le  moyen  de  iellr^  délégués  et  plcnipoieniiairc-  respec- 
tifs à  savoir:  Messieurs  (licctu  iés)  Antonio  B atrfs  J aurf.gl'I,  Mariano  Cru/  et 
Antonio  Gonzalez  Saraiva  rcprci^entatu  le  Guatemala;  M.  (licencié)  Leónidas 
Pachkco  représentant  le  Costa  Rica  et  Messieurs  (docteurs)  Twumcio  C.  Bonilla 
et  Manuel  Delegado  représentant  la  Grande  République  de  l'Amérique  Centrale. 

Désirant  que  l'Union  de  l'Amérique  Centrale  puisse  se  réaliser  aussitôt  que 
possible  et  d'une  manière  définitive  par  l'extension  immédiate  de  leurs  relations 
politiques  réciproques»  les  Gouvernements  de  l'Amérique  Centrale,  considérés 
dornéavant  aux  yeux  des  nations  étrangères  comme  un  seul  Gouvernement»  et  les 
États  possédant  des  hases  harmoniques  d'union,  des  garanties  identiques  et  des 
principes  homogènes  de  liberté  et  de  progrès»  après  avoir  présenté  leurs  pleins 
pouvoirs,  qui  ont  été  trouvés  en  bonne  forme»  et  après  les  conférences  et  discus- 
sions dues,  ont  arrêté  les  stipulations  snívanre";: 

Art.  ].  I.e-í  Ré¡niMii]ue'>  de  (iviaréniala,  île  Co'-ta  Rica,  de  \iraraeua,  de 
Honduras  et  de  Salvador,  à  partir  d'aitiourd'hui  îornicnt  une  nation  libre  et 
indépendante  qui  sera  appelcé  la  RépuhÜque  de  1'  \mérique  Centrale. 

Aki.  2.  Les  République»  signutaireii  qui  curiaïuueiu  la  nouvelle  union  poli- 
tique conservent  en  entier  leur  liberté  et  leur  indépendance,  sauf  dans  les  points 
considérés  par  ce  trüté  et  rapport  auxquels  elles  doivent  être  prises  comme  une 
seule  nationalité. 

Akt.  3.  Elles  conservent  leur  gouvernement  autonome  en  ce  qui  est  relatif  i 
l'administration  de  leurs  affaires  intérieures  et  leur  union  en  une  seule  nationalité 
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aura  pour  seul  objet  les  relations  commerciales  à  fin  de  garantir  kur  indépen- 
dance, leur  droit  et  leur  crédit  communs. 

Art.  4.  Dans  ce  buttles  Républiques  qui  à  l'avenir  seront  appelées  des  États, 
s'accordent  pour  former  un  Pouvoir  Exécutif  National;  le  chef  sera  investi  des 

pouvoirs  de  Président. 

Art.  5.  Les  président*^  des  Républiques  actuelle;  î^eront  appelés  Chets  d'État. 

Art.  6.  La  présidence  lIc  la  Répiibllt|uc  de  l'Amérique  Lenir. ile  sera  tour  á 
tour  exercée  par  les  Chets  d'Kiat  rcsj^cet its,  d'.iprès  l'ordre  alpliabétiquc  des 
nations  à   savoir:  Costa  Rica,  Guatemala,  Hoiulura-,  Nicarai:ua,  ei  Salvador. 

Art.  7.  L'exercice  de  ia  présidence  sera  pour  un  an  et  cointnenccra  le  15  de 
septembre  de  l'année  courante,  si  2  cette  date  le  traité  a  reçu  son  approbation 
définitive,  et  dans  le  cas  qu'il  ne  l'aurait  pas  reçue,  l'exercice  commencera  de  la 
date  opportiwément  arrêtée  par  la  majorité  des  États. 

AaT.  8.  Le  Président  de  la  République  de  l'Amérique  Centrale  sera  secondé 
par  un  Conseil  composé  de  deux  délégués  de  chaque  État  qui  auront  le  carac- 
tère de  Ministres  Responsables. 

Ari.  9.  Le  manque  ou  absence  de  quelques-uns  desdits  déléguées  n'arétera  pas 
leurs  délibérations  et  leurs  résolutions,  en  cas  de  majorité  des  présents. 

Art.  10.  Le  Président  de  l'Amérique  Centrale  désignera  un  des  membres  du 
Conseil  pour  prendre  le  Secrétariat  d'État  afin  de  certifier  leurs  décisions  et 
devenir  leur  c»rgane  de  communication. 

Art.  1 1.  Les  conseillers  seront  nommés  par  l'Éxccutit  d'Etal  pour  un  an  et 
scrtdU  lééligihles. 

.Art.  i  ¿.  Dans  toutes  les  rébohuions  qui  concernent  la  politique  étrangère 
de  l'Amérique  Centrale,  le  Président  devra  procéder  d'accord  aver  le  conseil,  et 
conformément  au  vote  de  la  majorité  absolue  de  ceux  qui  seront  présents.  Le 
vote  du  Président  devra  être  décisif  en  cas  de  votation  égale  des  deux  côtés. 

Aar.  13.  Les  attributs  du  Président  de  l'Amérique  Centrale  d'accord  avec  le 
conseil  sont  : 

(A)  Défendre  l'indépendance  et  l'honneur  de  la  nation  et  l'inviolabilité  de  son 

territoire. 

(  B)  Entretenir  par  des  moyens  pacifiques  le  maintien  de  l'ordre  public  dans 

\es  Etats. 

(C)  Déterminer,  quand  il  sera  nécessaire,  la  manière  et  les  moyens  par  lesquels 
cliacuii  devra  contrihiwer  à  la  défense  du  territoire  et  de  l'honneur  national. 

(D)  Observer  et  taire  observ  er  par  le?  États,  les  stipulations  du  traité  actuel. 

(E)  Nommer  les  ministres  diplomatiques,      con>.uls  et  les  agents  consulaires. 

(F)  Recevoir  les  ministres  et  autres  envoyés  étrangers  et  donner  l'exequaiur 
aux  iccircs  paiciucs  Jcî  consuls  écrajigers. 

(Ci)  Cultiver  et  encourager  les  relations  étrangères. 

(H)  Accorder  des  passeports  aux  ministres  et  envoyés  des  autres  nations  et 
retirer  les  exéquaturs  des  consuls  dans  les  cas  prévus  par  la  loi. 

(I)  Déterminer  le  budget  et  la  manière  par  laquelle  les  États  devront  con- 
tribuer aux  dépenses  communes. 

(J)  Maintenir  la  bonne  harmonie  entre  États. 

(K)  Célébrer  à  l'occasion  des  traités  de  paix,  d'amitié,  de  commerce,  de 
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navigation,  et  d'extradition  ou  des  conventions,  des  contrats  et  des  stipulations 
qui  se  rapporteront  aux  intérêts  généraux  de  l'Amérique  Centrale;  le  President 
étant  obligé  de  soumettre  à  l'approbation  de  l'assemblée  de  chaque  F.tat  les 
traités  qui  afrectenc  ses  intérêts  particuliers  ou  ceux  qui  auront  été  célébrés  sur 

sa  demande. 

(L)  Obtenir  la  plus  grande  extension  possible  des  VOies  dc  communication 
entre  les  États,  et  du  commerce  de  cabotage. 

(M)  Obtenir  au  plus  tôt  la  plus  grande  unité  du  système  des  monnaies,  des 
poids  et  des  mesures  d'après  le  système  métrique  et  de  l'union  fiscale  et  douanière, 
aussi  bien  que  l'uniformité  du  plan  des  études  (éducation). 

Aar.  14.  Le  conseil  en  outre  est  autorisé  i  développer  dans  son  travail  les 
bases  qui  pourront  contribuer  à  l'unification  des  intérêts  de  l'Amérique  Centrale, 
surtout  de  la  branche  législative. 

AaT.  1^.  La  représentation  diplomatique  et  consulaire  sera  désormais  au 
nom  de  la  République  dc  l'Amérique  Centrale. 

AitT.  16.  Dans  rexercice  de  l'attribut  mentionné  dans  Particle  13,  le  conseil 
aura  égard  a  ce  que  la  réprésentation  provienne  également  des  différents  États. 

Art.  17.  C'est  entendu  que  dans  le  cas  où  un  État  puisse  avoir  besoin  pour 
son  propre  compte  dc  représentation  diplomatique  ou  consulaire  on  nommera  au 
poste  la  personne  qu'il  indiquera. 

Art.  18.  Le  devoir  principal  du  conseil  esc  de  maintenir  l'harmonie  fraternelle 
entre  les  États,  et  si  ses  bons  offiices  ne  parviennent  pas  au  but  désiré,  on  aura 
recours  au  procédé  de  l'arbitrage. 

Art.  19.  Il  est  reconnu  que  ce  traité  n'a  d'autre  fin  que  celle  de  préparer 
l'organisation  définitive  de  la  contrée  centro-américaine;  que  conséquemment 
aucun  autre  procédé  ne  sera  reconnu,  ni  aucune  autre  interprétation  de  ses 
clauses  ne  sera  admise  que  celles  qui  par  des  moyens  padfiques  et  des  bénéfices 
réciproques  viseront  ce  but. 

AaT.  zo.  L'organisation  de  la  République  de  l'Amérique  Centrale  s'effec- 
tuera lorsque  plus  d'un  État  seront  d'accord  pour  sa  formation  et  le  manque 
d'acceptation  d'une  ou  plusieurs  des  clauses  arrêtées  ici  n'empêchera  pas  l'Ktat, 
qui  les  rejettera,  dc  devenir  partie  de  l'Union,  pourvu  toutefois  que  dans  l'opi- 
nion du  Conseil  ce  contrat  ne  soit  pas  essenticlIcmcTit  artcinr. 

Art.  21.  Le  natif  d'un  Érat  ne  sera  pas  coii-idéré  roniine  éiranijcr  dans  un 
autre  État,  et  sera  soumis  aux  conditions  des  natifs  s'il- en  exprime  le  désira 
ceux  qui  ont  charge  du  registre  civil. 

Art.  zz.  La  capacité  civile  et  politique  d'un  Centro-.Américain,  la  condition 
requise  dans  l'article  suivant  étant  remplie,  sera  réglée  par  la  loi  de  l'État  où 
il  demeurera  par  rapport  aux  actes  y  commis. 

Akt.  23*  En  conséquence,  l'option  i  laquelle  l'article  si  fait  référence  leur 
donnera  caractère  de  citoyens  naturels  avec  toutes  leurs  obligations  et  ^rancies, 
et  le  domicile  leur  donnera,  sans  exception,  tous  les  droits  et  devoirs  de  la 
localité. 

Art.  24.  Les  documents  signés  par  un  fonctionnaire  quelconque  étant  léga- 
lisés auront  force  et  vigueur  dans  n'importe  quel  État  conformément  i  ses  lois; 
mais  pour  l'exercice  des  titres  professionnels  la  permbsion  respective  sera  néces- 
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saire  en  plus,  et  pour  I'ezerdce  de  l'office  de  notaire  U  faudra  remplir  le$  condi- 
tions spéciales  des  lois  de  l'État. 

Art.  25.  Les  États  de  TAmériijue  Centrale  feront  cause  commune  dans  les 
afiaires  internationales  qui  auront  rapport  â  leur  souveraineté  ou  indépendance. 

.Art.  26.  L'aide  accordée  à  l'occasion  par  un  Ëtat  à  un  autre  sera  au  dépens 
de  celui  qui  la  fournit. 

.Art.  27.  Le  Président  de  la  République  de  T  Amérique  Centrale,  d'accord 
avec  le  Conseil  Exécutif  déterminera  la  manière  et  la  forme  de  l'aide,  alin  que 
I'ur.itc  d'acúüji  puisse  exister. 

.Art.  28.  La  disposition  du  commandement  supérieur  des  forces  militaire»  sera 
subordonnée  à  celui  de  l'État  où  elles  se  trouvent,  sauf  quand  le  Président  de 
la  République  assumera  le  commandement  direct.  L'aide  devra  être  prêtée  sur 
la  place  du  conflit. 

Art.  39.  Dans  ces  cas  tout  ce  qui  est  relatif  â  la  paix  sera  déterminé  par 
l'Exécutif  National. 

Aar.  30.  La  paix  entre  les  États  de  l'Amérique  Centrale  sera  garantie  par  la 
reconnaissance  du  principe  de  non-intervention.  Mais  la  non-intervention 
n'empdche  pas  l'aide  réciproque  et  spontanée  que  les  États  peuvent  se  prêter 
pour  le  maintien  de  la  paix  quand  ils  en  expriment  le  désir. 

Art.  31.  Par  conséquent  aucun  État  ne  pourra,  de  sa  propre  volonté,  inter- 
venir de  quelque  manière  que  ce  soit,  dans  Ics  questions  9C  rapportant  au  gou- 
vcrncment  intérieur  d'un  autre  Etat. 

Art.  32.  Contormémcnt  á  l'arricle  18,  quand  un  des  États  se  croira  menacé 
ou  offensé  d'un  autre  État,  il  adressera  uu  Conseil  Exécutif  un  nicinoraudum 
dan»  lequel  seront  racontés  les  détails  du  conflict  pendam  et  données  toutes  les 
explications  nécessaires,  en  attendant,  les  affaires  seront  maintenues  dans  le 
status  quo. 

Aar.  33,  L'autre  partie  ayant  été  entendue  et  l'intervention  conciliante  du 
Conseil  Exécutif  n'étant  pas  efficace,  notice  sera  donnée  aux  parties,  que  dans 
un  délai  fixé  elles  devront  nommer  un  arbitre.  En  cas  de  désaccord  le  même 
Conseil  fera  la  nomination.    Pour  les  résolutions  qui  pourront  être  prises  dans 

ces  cas,  le  Conseil  sera  considéré  comme  formé  par  Icí  membres  qui  n'auront 
pas  d'intérêt^  directs  dans  la  question  ;  ce  si  le  Présuicnt  de  la  République 
devrait  s'abstenir  les  membres  qualifié  nominerout,  par  une  majorité,  la  personne 
qui  aura  le  voce  détiniiit  en  cas  de  votation  égale. 

La  décision  arbitrale  aura  la  force  d'une  sentence  définitive. 

Art.  34.  Aucun  État  n'iutorisera  ni  permettra  dans  son  territoire,  des  actes 
hostiles  envers  les  autres  États. 

Art.  35.  La  concentration  d'émigrants  politiques  sera  effectuée  sans  autre 
procédure  que  la  demande  du  gouvernement  intéressé. 

Art.  36,  Le  droit  d'asile  est  inviolable  aussi  bien  dans  les  Etats  que  dans  la 
République,  sauf  pour  les  ras  préru^  par  les  traités  d'extradition. 

Art.  "î".  Les  reNponsahiHtés  pécuniaires  ou  autre-,  (|ue  les  États  respectifs 
auront  encourue-^  ou  ipii  seront  encourues,  concerneront  les  parties  obligées. 

Art.  38.  Aliii  que  dans  les  constitutions  le  même  esprit  politique  qui  doit 
^cifiter  leur  mission  définitive  puisse  prévaloir,  les  bases  suivantes  de  droit  con* 
stitutionnel  public  sont  établies. 
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(.\)  Séparation  de  l'Église  et  de  l'iítat  et  le  respect  absolu  des  croyances. 
(R)  Liberté  de  la  pres*^e  sans  censure  préalable.     I.cs  délits  Ct  offenses  de  presse 
sont  soumis  à  la  connaissance  et  à  l'action  dc>  trlhuncaux. 

(C)  Liberté  de  léguer  par  testament  ou  dernière  volonté,  sujette  aux  seules 
restriction^  c¡ue  déterniincroiit  les  lois  à  l'égard  des  héritages  ou  legs  en  faveur 
des  institutions  religieuses  et  de  pensions  accorJccb  aux  héritiers. 

(D)  Inviolabilité  de  la  vie  humaine  pour  les  crimes  politiques. 

(E)  Égalité  absolue  de  l'état  civil  de  Thomme  et  de  la  femme. 

(K)  Caractère  purement  civil  des  actes  qui  établissent  ou  modifient  la  capacité 
civile  des  personnes,  ce  qui  n*empèchera  pas  la  célébration  de  cérémonies  reli- 
gieuses quelconques. 

(G)  Abolition  de  toute  substitution  ou  institution  de  mûnmorte  sauf  celles 
qui  auront  pour  objet  la  lûenfaisance  de  l*instruction  publique. 

(H)  Garantie  de  l'habeas  corpus. 

(!)  Inviolabilité  de  la  propriété,  sauf  en  cas  d'expropriation  pour  l'utilité  et 
besoin  publics,  légalement  confirmée  et  avec  indemnité  antérieure,  qui  en  cas  de 

guerre  n'est  pas  obligée  d'être  antérieure. 

(|)  1  lulcpeiulaiicc  absoluc  des  pouvoir?  léeislatit,  cxécmit  et  judiciaire. 

(K)  Inviolabilité  de  !a  personne  saut  en  ca-;  de  crime  ou  défaut,  l'arrestation 
pour  iin  cstigation  n'étant  pas  permise  au-del.i  de  tiîuj  jours. 

(L)  ües  lots  relatives  aux  personnes  n'auront  pas  d'effet  rétroattii  saui  en 
cas  de  punition  lorsqu'elles  favorisent  le  criminel  ;  mais  ni  la  confiscation  ni  la 
torture  ne  sont  permises. 

(M)  Égalité  devant  la  loi. 

(N)  Le  droit  de  pétition  individuelle  ou  collective  est  reconnu. 
(O)  Le  droit  de  se  réunir  paisiblement  et  sans  armes  et  pour  les  fins  lé^e» 
est  reconnu. 

(P)  Le  droit  de  défense  est  inviolable. 

(Q)  Chaque  citoyen  est  libre  de  choisir  sa  résidence  et  d'entrer  dans  le  pays 
et  d'en  sortir  sauf  en  cas  d'être  sujet  à  des  responsatNlîtés. 

(R)  Le  domirilif  c-t  irn  îolaMc  ct  ne  peut  pas  être  perquisitionné  sauf  dans  les 
cas  et  en  conformité  avcr  les  torinalÎTrî  pre>crircs  par  la  loi. 

(S)  Dans  aucun  cas  i!  ne  sera  pcrnii.s  de  prciulre  possession  ct  encore  moins 
d'examiner  les  documents  privés  des  habitants  de  la  République  sans  l'auiorisation 
d'un  juge  compétent. 

(T)  L'instruction  est  libre  sauf  les  restrictions  exigées  par  la  moralité,  mais 
celle  reçue  dan^  les  établissements  supportés  par  l'État  est  laïque,  gratuite  et 
obligatoire. 

Art.  39.  La  déiîlaration  de  ces  principes  n'empêche  pas  chaque  Etat  d'établir 
dans  sa  constitution  particulière»  d'autres  principes  qui  lui  paraissent  utiles. 

Aar.  40.  Les  traités  précédents  célébrés  parmi  les  États  seront  en  vigueur 
aussi  longtemps  qu'ils  ne  seront  pas  opposés  au  pacte  actuel. 

Akt.  41.  Cinq  ans  s'étant  écoulés  ou  plus  tôt,  si  possible,  le  Conseil  Exécutif 
assemblera  une  assemblée  nationale  pour  se  prononcer  sur  la  Constitution 
définitive  de  l'Amérique  Centrale.  Ladite  période  pourra  être  prorogée  ¿  dis- 
crétion du  Conseil  £xécutjf. 
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I.'asscmbée  nationale  sera  composée  de  dix  représentants  de  chaque  État  et 
de  cinq  substituts. 

Art.  42.  L'écusson  et  le  drapeau  national  seront  ceux  de  l'ancienne  Confé* 

dération. 

Le  traité  présent  sera  soumi?  à  l'approbation  des  asscmhlccs  respectives  ou 
conventions  constituantes,  qui  seront  opportunément  convoquée*;  par  chaque 
État  en  vue  d'obtenir  sa  raiiñcacion  avant  le  15  du  moi  de  septembre  pro- 
chain : 

Néanmoins,  si  à  cette  date  quclq^ues  raiihcations  ou  toutes  manqueraient,  ce 
fait  n'annulera  pa»  ce  qui  a  déjà  été  stipulé. 

Ce  pacte  sera  tenu  comme  accepté  sans  les  necéssltés  d'échange,  du  jour  où 
tous  les  Gouvernements  de  l'Amérique  Centrale  auront  communiqué  l'approba- 
tion de  leurs  congrès  respectifs. 

En  foi  de  quoi,  les  plénipotentiaires  soussignés  l'ont  signé  et  y  ont  posé  leur 
sceau  au  nombre  de  trois  copies. 

Fait  à  Guatémala,  le  1$  juin  de  l'an  1897. 

Antonio  Batres. 
Mariano  Cruz. 

Antonio  Gonzales  Saravia. 
l.ro\in\^  Pacheco. 

1".  G.  HuMI.I.A. 

Manuel  Delgado. 


COMMERCE  VARIE. 
BRÉSIL. 

Eubiissement  pour  la  dis-     Le  gouvcrncmcnt  dc  l'État  de  Pará,  Brésil,  invite  des 
tribution  dea  eaux  à  Pará.  soumissions  pf\ur  l'achat  de  l'étaWis-iemenr  actuel  pour  la 
distribution  des  eaux  de  la  ville  de  Pará  et  pour  rcvtcu^ion  du  système.  On 
ne  recevra  pas  les  offres  plu^  tard  que  le  18  novembre  prcu  ham. 

OucKi  Lies  marchandi.  de  Rio  de  laneiro  ont  affrétée  deux 
Blé  d'Amérique.  . 

navires,  qui  sont  à  présent  à  San  Francisco,  pour  trans- 
porter des  chai^ments  de  bits  de  la  Californie  â  Rio.  Ceci  est  la  première 
fois  qu'un  tel  fait  s'est  offert  dans  l'histoire^  et  il  peut  être  attribué  â  l'insuffi- 
sance de  la  récolte  dans  la  République  Argentine  et  l'Uruguay. 

HONDURAS  ANGLAIS. 

Le  conseil  municipal  de  la  ville  de  Belize  a  pris  en 
considération  la  question  d'ériger  un  établissement  d'ap- 
pareils électriques  pour  éclairer  les  édifices  publics  et  les  rues  de  cette  ville. 
Dans  une  dépêche  au  Département  d'État,  le  Consul  Morían  dit:  '*Je  crois 
qu'il  y  a  une  chance  de  réussite  pour  un  établissement  américain  si  on  fait  des 
offres  en  concurrence  avec  les  compagnies  anglaises.  On  va  construire  aussi 
une  ligne  de  télégraphie  d'environ  200  milles,  et  je  présume  qu'on  fera  usage 
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d'une  lipnc  de  téléphone?  de  communication  avec  elle.  ont  pa^^sé  un  contrat 
pour  des  machines  américaines  destinées  à  hi  fabrication  de  la  giacc,  et  elles  seront 
dans  peu  de  temps  en  opération.  I.e  propriétaire  a  l'intention  d'exploiter  une 
brasserie  et  un  emmagasinage  à  froids  de  comestibles  en  communication  avec  la 
fabrication  de  la  glace. 

COLOMBIE. 
Le  Vice  Consul  Général  C.  J.  ViKyuAiN  a  écrit  au 

Eubliasement    pour    la       ,  i>«<       .  •  «m  i     tx^  ã 

diatríbutioo  ún  mux  Département  d  Ëtat  le  20  juiUet  que  le  Département  de 

"  Panama  a  signé  un  contrat  avec  Messieurs  Emile  Lf.bruk 

et  Bélisairt  Marenovuh  de  Relgiqne  pour  cfTectiicr  la  construction  d'un 
établissement  pour  la  distribution  des  eaux  .\  Panama.  Ce  contrat  fut  signé  le 
29  juin  dernier,  et  rcijuiert  que  l'ouvrage  soit  commencé  d'ici  .1  six  mois  de  la 
date  de  la  signature  du  contrat,  et  assigne  deux  années  et  demie  pour  ^mi  ichèvc- 
ment.  On  devra  transporter  les  eaux  de  lu  Rivière  Juan  Diz,  à  une  distance  de 
quinze  milles,  laquelle  est  capable  de  fournir  à  la  ville  une  alimentation  d'eau  à 
boire  pure  sur  laquelle  on  pourra  faire  fond.  Jusqu'ici  les  citoyens  ont  été 
obligés  de  mettre  leur  dépendance  dans  des  recueils  d*eaux  pluviales. 

NICARAGUA. 

Mr.  CHaka,  Consul  des  États  Unis,  écrivant  de  San 
Impôt  •ur^e^caoutchouc  j^^^^       Nortc,  cn  date  dtt  14  juin,  donne  avis  au  Dé- 
partement d'État  que  le  Gouvernement  de  la  Nicar^a  a 
resdndée  l'ordonnance  récente  qui  imposait  un  droit  d'exportation  de  dix  cents 
la  libra  (monnaie  de  la  Nicaragua)  sur  le  caoutchouc  embarqué  de  ce  port. 
Droit  Mr  les  bieyci«tt««  Exécutif  rendu  le  9  mars,  1897,  le  droit 

rWttit-  sur  les  bicyclettes  importées  dans  la  Nicaragua  est  réduit 

a  cinq  centavos  la  livre,  poids  brut  (en  monnaie  Américaine,  2.02  cents).  Jus- 
qu'ici, le  droit  a  été  de  dix  centavos,  avec  une  surcharge  de  loo  pour  cent, 
taisant  un  montant  de  20  centavos  (environ  neuf  cçnts)  la  livre,  poids  brut.  Le 
Con'-ii!  O'H^RA  dit  qu'il  n'y  a  pas  de  doute  que  la  Nicaragua  offre  une  bonne 
chance  de  réussite  pour  la  vente  des  bicyclettes;  i!  y  a  trois  mois,  on  n'eût  pu 
voir  plus  de  deux  bicyclettes  dan>  les  rues  de  Managua;  à  présent,  on  les  voit 
.  partout  et  la  demande  >'accroit  journellement.  ^ 

PÉROU. 

Droit*  duiftM  payable*  en  Président  du  Pérou  a  signé  un  décret,  en  date  du 

iivmatnHflc.  24  juin,  1897,  qui  autorise  les  payements  des  droits  du 
fisc  à  être  faits  en  livres  sterling,  argent  monnayé,  au  taux  d'une  livre  les  dix 
soles. 

URUGUAY. 

D'après  un  avis  récent  de  l'Uruguay,  le  Congrès  de  ce 

pays  a  enfin  autorisé  l'établissement  d'un  port  à  Coro- 
nilla, selon  le  projet  de  Mr.  F.n\v.\»n  CnoppR,  de  Monte\  ideo.  En  vue  de  l'ex- 
portation extensive  du  bétail  de  l'Uruguay,  ceci  parait  être  une  mesure  des  plus 
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importantes.  Une  description  détaillée  du  port  de  mer  comme  proposé,  avec 
les  plan»  soumis  par  Mr.  Cooper,  fue  publiée  dans  le  Bulletin  Mensuel  de 
novembre,  1894. 

,   ^   ,      .       F,n  réponse  à  des  questions  nombreuses  touchant  l':m- 

bapsftation  de  cofdM  et  '  ^ 

purtaiiori  dans  l'Uruguay,  des  cordes,  des  hccrie>,  et  du  cor- 
dage en  general,  M.  Edgar  Se  hk  \mm,  consul  des  États-Unis,  rapporte  qucU|ues 
fair-  intéressants  au  Départenjciu  d'État,  en  date  du  ^  juillet  1S97.  Il  énunce 
que,  de  ficelles  et  cordes  de  toutes  sortes  fabriquées  de  l'agave  ou  la  plaïuc  d'aJocs, 
il  y  a  eu  une  importation  totale  d'une  évaluation  de  $18,930,  de  laquelle 
somme  les  États-Unis  ont  exporté  $6,396,  ou  environ  un  ûers.  Les  droits 
sur  cette  classe  sont  3 1  pour  cent,  ^  pour  cent,  et  2^  pour  cent  sur  une  évaluation 
qui  revient  terme  moyen  â  de  50  à  76  cents  le  kilo.  Le  cordage  en  général  a 
aitdnt  une  évaluation  de  $78,849,  les  États-Unis  fournissant  la  somme  de 
$9,032.  Les  droits  sur  celui-ci  sont  31  pour  cent,  $  pour  cent,  et  2%  pour  cent 
sur  une  évaluation  sur  la  corde  de  manile  de  21  cents  le  kilo,  et  sur  les  qualités 
inférieures  de  15  à  19  cents  le  kilo.  La  ficelle,  communément  dite  à  la  méca- 
nique, qui  est  employée  à  l'usage  des  jnoissoneurs,  est  d'un  bilan  de  droit 
entièrement  distinct,  à  un  taux  de  32  cents  le  kilo.  La  quantité  importée 
seulement  des  États-Unis  en  1896  était  de  467,871  kilos,  évalués  à  $149,718. 

VÉNÉZÜÉLA. 

„^  ,       .  Le  Bureau  doit  à  l'amabilité  de  M.  Andrade,  ministre 

Ktglements  poui  prevenir 

les  coUisions  en  mer.  ¿jy  Vénézuéla  aux  Etais-Unis,  une  copie  du  décret 
exécutif,  promulgué  le  26  mai  1896,  réglant  le  mouvement  dch  vaisseaux, 
nationaux  ou  particulier*!,  daiîs  les  eaux  vénézuéliennes,  en  vue  de  prévenir  Ici. 
collisions.  Les  provi^ions  de  ce  décret  sont  les  mêmes  que  celles  adoptée?  par 
la  Conférence  Maritime  Internationale,  qui  a  eu  lieu  à  Washington  au  mois 
d'octobre,  i8Ót^,  avec  quelques  modifications  iattesparles  États-Unis  d'Amérique. 
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HANDBOOKS  OF  HAWAII  AND  ALASKA. 

The  interest  which  recent  events,  commercial  and  political,  have  given  to  the 
Hawaiian  Republic  and  the  Territory^  of  Alaska  has  induced  the  Bureau  of 
American  Republics  to  compile  for  publication,  in  the  form  of  Handbooks,  the 
latest  data  and  information  relating  to  those  countries  obtainable  from  official 
source:.  These  works,  which  are  now  ready  for  distribution,  are  gotten  up  ni 
anea*  and  attractivc  fdrm,  and  each  contains  an  elaborate  map,  compiled  by  lhe 
United  Stales  Coast  und  Geodetic  Survey. 

The  Handbook  of  Hawaii  is  a  publication  of  180  pages,  and  treats  in  detail, 
and  fully,  of  the  natural  resources,  industries,  and  commerce  of  those  Islands, 
A  concise  and  interesting  historical  sketch  of  the  Islands,  from  the  date  of  their 
discovery,  by  that  intrepid  English  navigator  Captain  Cook,  in  the  early  days  of 
the  year  1778,  to  the  present  time,  is  given.  The  story  is  told  of  the  enforced 
ces<;ion  of  the  group  to  Cîrcac  Britain  in  1843,  and  of  ihc  restoration  of  Hawaiian 
sovereignty  a  few  months  later;  it  appears  also  that  in  a  French  naval 

force  was  landed  and  occupied  the  custom-house  at  HoiioluSu,  and  oilier  Gov- 
ernment buildings.  This  act  of  the  French  naval  commander  was  disavowed 
by  his  Government  and  the  hostile  force  promptly  withdrawn. 

The  treaty  of  fnendship,  commerce,  and  navigation  n^tiated  by  Commo- 
dore Thomas  At  Catesby  Jonbs,  of  the  United  States  Navy,  with  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  (then  known  as  the  Sandwich  Islands),  December 
23,  1826,  is  given  in  full.  This  treaty  antedates  by  ten  years  the  first  made  by 
Great  Britain.  Following  is  given  the  various  treaties  with  the  United  States, 
and  an  exhibit  of  the  commercial  relations  with  the  Islands,  all  showing  the 
manifest  destiny  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  to  become  an  integral  part  of  the 
United  States.  * 

The  Handbook  of  Alaska  is  of  i  30  pages,  and,  like  that  of  Hawaii,  contains 
a  chart  showing  its  geographical  position  ;  it  treats  of  the  area,  population, 
climate,  and  resources  of  that  far-off  Territory.    The  feature  of  the  work  is,  of 
course,  that  which  brought  it  into  existence^the  discovery  and  description  of 
the  gold  fields  of  the  Klondike  re^on.    It  appears  that  this  little-known  coun- 
try  has  an  area  of  577,390  square  miles,  with  a  seacoast  of  26,000  miles,  exceed- 
ing that  of  the  balance  of  the  United  States  nearly  two  and  one-half  times. 
The  Territory  was  acquired  In  purchase  irom  Russia  March  30,  1867,  and  the 
liniiti  ot  the  possession  were  í>cated  in  the  trearv  of  that  date.     Question  has, 
however,  arisen  between  the  Government  of  the  United  State»  and  that  of 
Canada  as  to  the  eastern  boundary  line,  and  the  matter  is  now  in  course  of 
amicable  adjustment  between  the  two  Governments.    The  subject  of  the  fur 
seal  and  other  fisheries  is  pven  extended  notice,  and  much  diplomatic  corre- 
spondence of  the  ever  vexed  question  of  the  seal  fisheries  is  introduced. 

According  to  Profcí^sor  Spurr,  of  the  United  States  Geological  Survey,  the 
first  discovery  of  gold  in  the  Yukon  Ji^tri^t  was  made  in  1885,  and  on  the  same 
authority  tiic  yoUl-prodiu'ing  heir  extends  in  an  east  and  west  direction  several 
hundred  miles.  The  liandbook  contains  the  full  text  of  the  United  States 
mining  laws  which  apply  to  Alaska.  Reference  is  made  at  some  length  to  the 
present  mail  and  transportation  facilities,  and  also  to  the  projected  railway  to 
the  gold  fields. 

Copies  of  these  handbooks  can  be  obtained  upon  application  to  the  Bureau. 
To  cover  the  cost  of  printing,  a  charge  of  twenty-five  cents  per  copy  is  made. 
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The  Bureau  of  the  American  Republics  was  established  as  the  official  agency 
of  the  Republics  of  Central  and  South  America,  Mexico,  and  the  United  States 
for  the  collection  and  prompt  distribution  of  commercial  information»  and  to 
foster  inter-trade  relations  in  these  countries.  In  pursuance  of  this  purpose  the 
Bureau  has  published  for  distribution  a  number  of  Bulletins,  Handbooks,  Reports, 
Codes  of  Commercial  Nomenclature  (three  splendid  volumes),  and  is  preparing 
a  Commercial  Directory  of  the  American  Republics  which  will  include  also  a 
good  directory  of  the  European  dependencies  in  Central  and  South  America  and 
the  West  Indies — a  volume  of  1,200  pt^s. 

In  addition  to  the  general  information  embraced  in  the  Handbooks,  etc.,  each 
issue  of  the  Munthlv  Bulletin,  a  maçn7Íne  of  1  pape-i,  contains  special  current 
information  ol  intcrc--t  roliiunt::  to  the  various  countries  rcprcNenteJ  hv  rhe 
Bureau.     It  has  been  greatly  enlarged  and  improved  during  tiie  carrcn:  \  c ar. 

Money  may  be  sent  by  drafts,  checks,  express  or  po^t-orficc  nuMu y  order, 
payable  to  "The  Bureau  of  American  Rehublícs."  Orders  or  checks  should 
be  payable  to  the  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  American  Republics. 


ratCE  LIST  OF  PUBLICATIONS. 
N«.  rrice. 

3  Patent  and  Trademark  Laws  of  America  05 

4  Money,  Weight*,  and  Measures  of  the  American  Republics  05 

6  Forcijin  Commerce  of  flic  American  Repiihlirs    .to 

7  Handbook  of  Brazil.    (Out  of  print.    Undergoing  levision)  ,  

9  Handbook  of  Mexico.   (Out  of  print    Undergoing  revision)  

51  Handbook  of  Costa  Rica.   (Out  of  print.    Undergoing  revision)  

33  Handbook  of  Colombia   .25 

34  Handbook  of  Venezuela.    (Out  of  print,     f  nfk-rgoing  revision)  

42  Newspaper  Directory  of  Latin  .\merica.  (Out  of  print.  Undergoing  revision) 
44  Import  Duties  of  the  United  States  (1890).   (See  also  Vol.  s.  Part  3,  Reprints 

of  Publications)   .05 

51  Handb')ok  of  Nicarairna.    (Sec  al«;o  Vol.  3,  Reprints  of  I'uhüt  ation*:)  25 

52  Handbook  of  Sanio  Domingo.    (See  also  Vol.  2,  Rejirinis  of  Publications)..  .25 

54  Handbook  of  Paraguay.    (See  also  V'ol.  2,  Reprints  of  Publications)   .25 

55  Handbook  of  Bolivia.   (See  also  Vol.  4.  Reprints  of  Publications)   .95 

57  Handbook  of  Honduras.    (See  also  Vol.  3,  Reprints  of  Publications).,  35 

58  Handbook  of  Salvador.    ^See  also  Vol.  3,  Reprints  nf  I*ubIications). ,  25 

bo  Handbook  of  Peru.    (Seealso  Vol.  4.  Reprints  of  Publications)  25 

61  Handbook  of  Uruguay.    (See  also  Vol.  3,  Reprints  of  Publications)  25 

6t  Handbook  of  Haiti.   (See  also  Vol.  a.  Reprints  of  Publications)  25 

63  How  Markets  of  Latin-.America  may  be  readied  25 

64  Handhoctk  of  Kruadoi.    (Sec  alsn  Vol.  4,  R(  [)rints  of  Publications)  25 

O5  Handbook  of  the  Spanish  Colonies.    (In  course  oí  piupuiation)  25 

66  Handbook  of  the  British  Colonies.  (In  course  of  preparation)  25 

67  Handbook  of  the  Argentine  Republic.   (See  also  Vol.  2,  Reprints  of  Publi- 

cations).   . 

68  Handbook  of  (iualemala.    (Revised  edition)   25 

70  Import  Duties  of  Peru  (189Í))  10 

71  United  States  Tariff  Act  of  1S94  05 

75  Import  Duties  of  United  States,  1S97  (English)    10 

76  Import  Duties  of  United  States,  1897  (Spanish)   .  lO 

77  Import  Duties  of  United  Staffs,  1 897  ( Portuguese)    .  lO 

78  Import  Duties  of  United  Slates,  1S97  (French)  to 


Digiíizcü  by  Lj^jk.i-^í^ 


BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS, 


Ko.  Price. 
79  Diplomatic  and  Consular  Service  of  the  United  States.   (Corrected  to  July 

29.  1897)  fOwlO 

81  Sp<  (  ¡fii  atiiins  fnr  new  Government  Building  in  City  of  Mexico  .05 

83  Sixth  Annual  Report  of  the  Bureau   05 

84  Ilandbooic  of  Alaska  25 

85  Handbook  of  Hawaii  25 

PUBLICA  I  IONS  NOT  KUMBEftCD. 


International  American  Conference  Reports  and  RcconiracnUations,  including 
the  Reports  of  the  Plan  of  Arbitration,  Reciprocity  Treaties,  Intercontinen- 
tal Railway,  Steamship  Communication,  Sanitary  Regulations,  Common  Sil- 
\'cr  Coin,  Pafi-nts  and  Trade-Mark<;,  Wcitrlus  atui  Mi  j<5un*<,  Port  Dues, 
International  Law,  Extradition  Treaties,  International  Bank,  Memorial  Tab- 
let, Columbian  Exposition — 


Octavo,  bound  in  paper  25 

Octavo,  bound  in  half  morocco   1. 00 

InternatinnnI  American  Conferenrc  Reports  of  rommitlccs  atul  Disrussions 
thereon  (revised  under  the  direction  of  the  Executive  Committee  by  order 
of  the  Conference,  adopted  March  7.  1^).  Vols,  i,  3,  3,  and  4 — 

Quarto  edition,  bound  in  paper,  4  vols   1. 00 

Quarto  edition,  bound  in  cloth.  4  vols   3  OO 

Code  of  Commercial  Norm-nrlatiire,  bound  in  cloth,  in  English.  Spanish,  and 

Portuguese.    (Revised  edition)   2.  50 

Code  of  Commercial  Nomenclature,  645  pages,  bound  in  cloth,  in  Spanish,  Eng* 

It&h,  and  Portuguese.  . .    3. 50 

Code  of  Commercial  Nomenclature.  640  pages,  bound  in  cloth,  in  Portuguese, 

Spanish,  and  English   2.50 

REPRINTS  OK  n  ULICATIONS  Uul  ND  TOCETHKR  IN'  fAPKR. 

Vol.  I,  Pan  X. — First  Annual  Report,  Handbook  No.  3, and  Breadstufisin  Latin- 
America   .K  30 

Vol.  I,  Part  2. — Mines  and  Mining  Laws,  Land  and  Immigration  Laws,  Com- 
mercial Information  30 

Vol.  2.    Handbooks  of  .\rgentine  Republic,  <Iaiti.  Paraguay,  Santo  Domingo.  .  .30 

Vol.  3. — Han.llM,,)ks  of  Hoiuiuras.  Nicnrairua,  Salvador,  Uruguay  30 

Vol.  4. — Handbooks  of  Bolivia,  Ecuador.  Peru  .30 

Vol.  5,  Part  I.— Tariff's  :  Argentine  Republic,  Brazil.  Bolivia,  British  Posses- 
sions  BO 

Vol.  5,  Part  2. — ^Tariff^  :  Chile.  Colombia,  Costa  Rica,  Cuba,  and  Puerto  Rico, 

I',<  uador.  Guatemala,  Haiti,  Honduras,  Mexiro,  Nicaragua..  .90 
Vol.  5,  Part  3. — Tariffs:  Peru,  Salvador,  Santo  Domingo,  United  States,  Uru- 
guay, Venezuela   .20 

The  Monthly  BtiLLETix— Four  Volumes— 

Bound  in  half  Turkey-Morocco,  per  volume   2. 00 

Vi-arlv  subscription   I.cmj 

Yearly  subscription,  foreign   1.50 

Single  copies  10 


Note. — ^The  publications  ot  this  Bureau  are  sent  free  of  postage  throughout  the  United 
States,  Canada,  Costa  R¡>  .1,  Gu.itemala.  Mexico.  Nicaragua,  and  Venezuela, 
and  in  these  countries  the  Bulletin  will  be  furnished  to  subscribers  at $1.00 

per  annum. 


Digitized  by  GuviL.it. 


Monthly  Bulletin 


or  THB 

Bureau  op  American  Republics, 

International  Union  op  American  Republics. 


Vol.  V.  OCTOBER,  1897.  No.  4 


TRADE  RELATIONS  IN  AMERICA.  IV.* 
MEXICO,  CENTRAL  AMERICA,  AND  THE  WEST  INDIES. 

In  the  opening  article  of  this  series,  attention  was  calU  d  to  the 
development  already  attained  in  the  trade  relations  of  the  United 
States  with  those  of  the  Latin  American  countries  which  lie  within 
comparatively  easy  reach  of  all  sections  of  the  United  States  by 
rail  or  steam.  Mexico,  Central  America,  and  the  West  Indies,  it 
was  shown,  are  gravitating  irresistibly  toward  their  powerful  northern 
neigiiix)r,  not  only  as  a  prohrable  customer  tor  their  |jrodui  ts,  but 
as  an  econoniical  source  oí  supply.  Even  British  I  londuras,  the 
colony  of  a  great  European  power,  finds  it  profitable  to  trade  with 
the  United  States  rather  than  with  the  mother  country.  Her  de- 
pendence upon  the  North  American  market  is  rapidly  becoming 
well-nigh  absolute.  Already,  the  United  States  sells  her  almost 
twice  as  much  as  does  Great  Britain  and  more  than  all  other 
countries  combined.  As  yet,  the  British  market  continues  to 
absorb  the  larger  share  of  her  products,  but  with  the  development 
of  the  trade  in  perishable  fruits,  which  find  a  distributing  point  at 

*The  first  article  of  this  series  was  printed  in  the  HoirruLY  Bulletin  for  July,  1897. 
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New  Orleans,  this  condition  also  will  probably  be  reversed.  At 
present,  logwood  and  mahogany  form  the  bulk  of  the  exports  of 
the  colony,  but  the  low  prices  realized  and  the  increased  cost 
of  production  point  inevitably  to  a  filing  off  in  these,  the  chief 
articles  taken  by  Great  Britain.  Bananas  and  chicle,  or  chewing 
gum,  are  sent  exclusively  to  the  United  States,  and  though  the 
supply  oí  the  latter  may  be  exhausted  within  a  tew  years,  there  is 
a  probability  of  steady  growth  in  the  immediate  future  in  both 
staple  exports  to  the  United  States. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  increased  trade  with  the  United 
States  is  attributed  by  United  States  Consul  M0RI.AN,  of  Belize,* 
to  improved  transportation  facilities — a  ^t  which  bears  out  what 
has  been  repeatedly  urged  in  these  articles— that  one  of  the  chief 
factors  of  trade  development  is  better  means  of  freight  carriage 
by  sea  aiul  land.  "  This  increase,"  says  Consul  Morlan,  '*has 
been  greatly  aided  by  the  augmentation  of  the  number  of  direct 
steamers  connecting  the  colony  with  the  United  States,  and  which 
now  consist  of  a  weekly  line  to  New  Orleans  and  a  fortnightly 
line  to  Mobile.  The  Atlas  Line  is  now  making  this  port  one  of 
its  regular  stations,  and,  with  the  ''Tweedie"  Line,  gives  us  two 
regular  lines  to  New  York.  The  line  to  New  Orleans  is  the  only 
one  flying  the  American  flag,  but  the  business  and  management 
of  the  other  line  may  be  said  to  be  American.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  the  large  ami  increasing  trade  of  the  United  States  with  tliis 
section  of  tlie  country  is  almost  entirely  owing  to  the  numerous 
and  rapid  means  of  communication,  and  this  is,  I  think,  a  strong 
argument  in  Êivor  of  subsidizing  lines  of  American  steamers  to 
countries  where  direct  lines  of  communication  are  lacking."* 

It  is  because  the  United  States  now  enjoys  such  an  admirable 
system  of  railway  and  steamship  service  with  Mexico  that  the 
trade  relations  of  the  two  countries  have  steadily  grown,  in  spite 
of  lingering  prejudices  and  obstacles  interposed  by  tariff  laws  and 
d  i  He  fences  of  language  and  of  race.  The  geographical  advan- 
tages are  tor  the  first  time  being  cHrc  rively  urili'/ed.  It  is  2,500 
miles  from  the  City  of  Mexico  to  St.  Louis  b)  rail,  and  the  same 
distance  to  San  Francisco.  The  distances  to  Chicago,  Indianap- 
olis, Louisville,  Detroit,  Cincinnati,  Cleveland,  Buffalo,  Pittsburg, 

'See  Lis  aauual  report  dated  November  2ti,  lbi)6,  iu  Cummorcial  Eelatiuus  of  cbe 
United  StatM,  Vol.  I,  p.  437. 
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Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  other  important  centers  represent 
ireight  hauls  which  are  reduced  to  a  minimum  of  cost  by  close 
competition.  The  port  of  Vera  Cruz  is  but  2,068  miles  from 
New  York  by  water;  that  of  Tampico  but  1,956  miles.  Lines  of 
commodious  steamers  travel  regularly  over  these  routes.  Other 
steamers  supply  frequent  communication  with  Galvt^^con,  New 
Orleans,  Mobile,  and  other  points  along  tlie  Gulf  Coast.  It  is 
nearly  6,000  miles  from  Vera  Cruz  and  Tampico  to  Barcelona,  ' 
Spain,  and  twenty*four  days  are  consumed  in  reaching  Liverpool 
by  a  circuitous  route.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the  natural 
channels  of  trade  are  those  between  Mexico  and  the  United 
States,. and  that,  as  those  channels  are  developed  and  improved,  the 
results  to  both  countries  must  be  proportionately  great 

Recent  statistics  supplied  by  Mr.  Thomas  Ï.  Crittenden, 
United  States  Consul-General  at  the  City  of  Mexico,*  show  that, 
with  comparatively  little  effort,  tli(!  I  'nited  States  already  supplies 
about  one-half  of  the  imports  and  receives  tliree-fourths  of  the 
exports  of  Mexico.  With  steadily  developing  facilities  of  trans* 
portation,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  upon  the  most  cursory  survey  of 
the  products  of  the  two  countries,  that  this  exchange  can  be  vastly 
augmented.  A  prominent  manu&cturer  of  Cincinnati — Mr* 
Chakles  Davis,  President  of  the  Davis  and  Egan  Machine  Tool 
Com{)any — brought  out  this  tact  most  forcibly  in  an  aildit^^^  \'.  fiich 
he  made  in  the  City  of  Mexico,  while  visiting  it  in  the  capacity 
of  Chairman  of  a  Committee  irom  the  National  Association  of 
Manufacturers. 

Mexico,'*  he  said,  "is  rich  with  products  which  our  merchants 
desire  to  purchase,  and  our  shops  and  factories  stand  ready  to 
supply  a  thousand  diings  that  Mexico  may  put  to  use  in  the 
development  of  her  wonderful  resources.    *   ♦    ♦    The  United 

States  purchases  extensively  from  forc^i-^u  countries  certain  articles 
which,  in  the  nature  of  things,  can  not  be  produced  within  the 
limits  ot  our  own  conntrv.  Manv  ot  thr-^r  coinnioiiitics  are  natu- 
ral  products  of  Mexico,  such  as  india  rubbt  r,  the  various  gums  of 
commerce,  medicinal  herbs,  minerals,  rare  timbers,  and  dye  woods. 
Besides  diese  natural  products,  we  buy  enormous  quantities  of 
coffee,  tobacco,  textile  grasses,  fi*uits,  ^nd  nuts  of  all  classes  and 
qualities  that  are  readily  produced  in  Mexico." 

*See  Commercial  Relations  oí  the  United  States.  1Ô9S-96,  Vol.  I,  p.  404. 
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''The  Ibllowing  figures,  taken  from  official  customs  reports  far 
1895,  will  prove  the  extent  of  our  imports  of  the  articles  named 
and  the  small  percentage  purchased  in  Mexico: 


AnicieBa 

Other  Countriei. 

$18,300^000 
3^^^  000 

8,300,000 

14*  7^^000 

13, 300, 000 
16.300.000 

$55, 000 
594.000 
88,000 
6,000^000 
13,000 
4, 300, 000 
117,000 

178,100^000 

It,  167,000 

**The  foregoing  table  indicates  that  we  arc  buying  only  six  per 
cent  of  the  articles  named  from  Mexico.  Here  is  ample  evidence 
of  opportunity  ior  extending  the  sale  ot  Alcxican  products  in  the 
United  States,  and  it  can  not  be  doubted  that  your  products  of 
this  character  could  be  increased  a  hundred  fold  without  testing  the 
extent  of  your  resources. 

"As  to  what  the  United  States  has  to  offer  Mexico,"  continued 
Mr.  Davis,  *'at  present  the  United  States  purchases  sixty-five 
per  cent  of  the  products  that  Mexico  offers  for  exporL  What  do 
we  send  to  Mexico  in  settlement  fbr  our  purchases?  Thirty-five 
per  cent  of  our  indebtedness  is  paid  with  the  products  of  our 
shops  and  factories.  The  remaining  indebtedness  is  paid  in 
money.  This  is  not  because  Mexico  is  without  need  of  machinery 
and  manu^ctured  material  of  various  kinds.  It  means  simply 
that  Mexico  takes  a  great  majority  of  her  imports  from  European 
countries.  It  must  be  apparent  diat  this  unequal  exchange 
causes  much  inconvenience  and  needless  waste  in  commerce. 
Economy  points  naturally  to  reducing  transportation  on  both 
money  and  material.  If  the  merchants  of  Mexico  have  to  their 
credit  in  the  United  States,  as  they  do,  an  annual  balance  uî  .-^unie 
$17,000,000,  why  tr  in  poit  this  money  back  to  Mexico  and 
thence  to  Europe  in  payment  for  merchandise  that  might  be 
purchased  in  the  United  States^  I  ask  the  question,  but  I 
thoroughly  understand  the  reasons  for  this  condition  of  things. 
It  is  because  you  of  Mexico  are  comparatively  unacquainted  with 
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the  extent  and  merit  of  our  products.  Wherever  American 
machinery  has  been  placed  in  competition  with  that  of  Europe, 
the  verdict  has  been  in  our  favor.  We  are  to-day  selling  to  the 
miners  of  South  Africa  a  large  portion  of  the  machinery  used  in 
die  development  of  that  region." 

It  is  the  special  business  of  the  Bureau  of  American  Repub- 
lics, the  National  Association  of  I^hinutkcturers,  the  Phiiadtlphia 
Museums,  the  St.  Louis  Spanish  Club,  the  Export  Associnrions 
of  New  York,  and  the  various  other  organized  agencies  in  the 
United  States  to  acquaint  the  merchants  and  manu^turers  of 
each  country  with  the  tempting  opportunities  of  exchange,  and 
no  instrumentality  is  so  effective  an  aid  in  this  great  work  as  the 
rapidly  developing  transportation  Êicilities.  The  railroad  not  only 
carries  goods,  but  spreads  commercial  information  everywhere. 
It  educates  as  well  as  enriches;  it  draws  not  only  markets,  but 
people,  into  closer  and  stronger  ties.  The  same  is  true,  in  greater 
or  less  degree,  of  steamship  and  steamboat  lines.  Already,  Mexico 
has  over  ^«000  miles  of  steam  railroads,  all  built  within  the  past 
thirty  years.  Her  progress  has  been  marvelous^  and  it  will  con» 
tinue  at  an  even  more  rapid  pace  as  the  benefits  appear.  To-day, 
one  is  able  to  reach  the  City  of  Mexico  by  one  of  three  all-rail 
routes  from  New  York,  and  to  traverse  all  portions  of  the  country; 
to-morrow  there  will  scarcely  be  a  corner  of  the  Republic  in 
which  the  whistle  of  the  locomotive  is  unheard.  To  take  full 
advantatre  of  these  facilities  to  bring  about  closer  trade  relations 
between  tlie  two  countries  is  a  duty  so  obvious  that  it  would  seem 
to  be  necessary  only  to  mention  it  to  the  business  men  of  the  two 
Republics.  The  great  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  in  particular, 
should  find  here  its  golden  key  of  trade.  The  possibilities  of  a 
continent  beckon  its  people  to  a  trade  too  long  ignored  or 
neglected. 

If  transportation  enterprises  are  supplemented  by  a  wise  system 
of  reciprocity,  there  will  be  no  bounds  to  the  development  of 
mutually  beneficial  trade  under  the  stimulus  of  closer  intercourse 
and  a  better  acquaintance.  1  he  tariffs  ot  the  two  countries  levy 
duties  on  the  products  of  each,  which  afford  the  basis  for  advan- 
tageous concessions.  The  United  States  could  well  afford,  in 
my  judgment,  to  remit  or  modify  taxes  on  Mexican  hides,  tobacco^ 
ores,  and  fruits  in  exchange  for  the  lowering  of  Mexican  imposts 
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upon  manutactured  articles  which  Mexico  does  not  produce,  and 
there  can  be  but  little  doubt  that  governments  so  friendly,  and  so 
keenly  desirous  of  increased  trade,  the  one  with  the  other,  will 
quickly  agree  upon  some  plan  that  will  be  heartily  applauded  by 
the  masses  of  both  countries.  The  able  and  progressive  Presi- 
dent of  Mexico,  Gen.  Porfirio  Diaz,  has  frequently  exhibited 
the  firiendliest  spirit  toward  the  United  States,  and  is  understood 
to  be  strongly  inclined  to  some  effective  form  of  reciprocity.  The 
adminii>tratiun  ot  President  McKinley  can  be  assunicd  to  be 
equally  interested  in  the  removal  of  obstacles  to  trade  develop- 
ment, for  it  is  aTiiiounced  that  the  IVf^^idrnt  will  shortly  issue  a 
proclamation  granting  tlie  same  exemptions  from  discriminating 
duties  to  goods  brought  into  the  United  States  in  Mexican  ves» 
sels  as  those  granted  by  Mexico  to  goods  taken  into  Mexican 
ports  in  vessels  of  the  United  States*  As  Mexico  has  already 
repealed  her  discriminating  duties  upon  goods  imported  in  sailing 
vessels,  and  imposes  no  such  duties  upon  goods  arriving  in  steamers, 
President  McKinlby's  proposed  action  will  undoubtedly  promptly 
remove  what  now  seems  to  be  a  threatening  impediment  to  trade. 
If  the  same  spirit  should  extend  to  an  entire  readjustment  of  the 
tariff  relations  ot  the  two  countries  to  each  other,  as  it  certainly 
does,  there  can  hardly  be  any  serious  diiiiculty  in  reaching  a  per- 
manent agreement  for  greater  exchange  upon  terms  alike  just, 
honotable,  liberal  and  highly  satisÊLCtory  to  all. 

Substantially  the  same  considerations  apply  to  the  Central 
American  States.  Not  only  is  their  trade  with  the  United  States 
constantly  growing  with  the  development  of  transportation,  but 
instances  are  multiplying  of  late  ot  a  higher  appreciation  ot  the 
great  advantages  ot  a  closer  relation  to  the  northern  Republic. 
i\nnouncement  has  just  been  made  ot  a  concession  by  Honduras 
to  a  syndicate  of  United  States  capitalists  for  the  building  of  an 
interoceanic  railroad  across  that  country  and  the  establishment  of 
a  line  of  steamships  to  ply  along  the  Atlantic  coast  of  Central 
America.  President  Zelaya,  of  Nicaragua,  is  reported  by  the 
United  States  Consul  at  Managua,  Mr.  Paul  Wiesikb,  as  stand- 
ing ready  to  welcome  United  States  capital  in  the  building  of  a 
railroad  from  the  interior  ot  Nicaragua  to  the  Atlantic  coast,  and 
to  prant  it  most  favorable  terms.  The  triendlincss  ot  Costa  Rica 
toward  the  United  States  and  the  progressive  spirit  of  that 
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Republic  arc  well  known.  In  recent  years,  the  United  States 
has  outstripped  Great  Britain  in  the  trade  of  Costa  Rica,  which, 
as  recently  as  1894,  ^  larger  percentage  of  her  imports  firom 
British  manu&cturers  than  from  those  of  any  other  country.  In 
every  part  of  Central  America,  indeed,  the  enterprise,  industry, 
and  capital  of  the  United  States  are  fer^ng  ahead  of  all  com* 
petitors.  The  time  has  come  in  the  long-expected  trade  devel- 
opment when  vigorous  steps  should  be  taken  to  remove  every 
obstacle  in  its  path.  It  is  not  a  matter  ot"  speculation,  but  of  fact, 
that  the  United  States  is  at  the  dawn  of  an  immense  growth,  if  it 
but  cares  to  develo[)  it 

In  the  West  Indies,  with  the  single  exception  of  Cuba,  the 
conditions  are  even  more  &vorable.  The  British  Colonies  send 
the  United  States  over  $1 1,000,000  worth  of  products  and  take 
nearly  $10,000,000  worth  of  its  food  supplies  and  manuíâctured 
goods.  Many  of  them  are  practically  dependent  upon  the  United 
States  for  tlie  necessaries  of  life.  Reciprocity  would  insure  the 
sale  to  them  of  many  articles  of  manufacture  which  they  now  buy 
in  Europe.  Cheaper  transportation  would  still  further  swell  the 
volume  of  trade.  During  the  past  two  years.  United  States  cap- 
ital has  invested  largely  in  Santo  Domingo,  and  the  extension  of 
its  operations  to  the  neighboring  Republic  of  Haiti  is  probably 
but  a  question  of  time.  Economic  forces  alone  may  be  expected 
to  compel  a  solution  of  the  Cuban  troubles,  which  will  ug  Lia 
bring  that  fertile  island  into  close  relation  with  the  United  States. 
Exhaustion  must  ultimately  bring  one  or  the  other  of  the  parties 
to  tlie  present  struggle  to  terms,  even  should  the  United  States, 
as  is  most  unlikely,  foil  in  its  endeavors  to  effect  an  adjustment  in 
the  interest  of  humanity  and  the  principles  which  all  true  Amer- 
icans have  ever  had  at  heart.  A  step  toward  reciprocity  has 
already  been  taken,  even  under  the  present  conditions.  Notwith- 
standing the  firequently  exhibited  disinclination  of  the  Spanish 
Government  to  make  any  concessions  to  the  United  States,  the 
cable  dispatches  announce  that  a  new  custom-  tariff  has  been 
formed  for  Cuba,  which  reduces  the  duties  upon  nearly  all  goods 
imported  irom  the  United  States, 
lhe  proximity  of  the  United  States  to  Mexico,  Central 
'  America,  and  the  West  Indies  would  naturally  suggest  this  vast 
and  fertile  field  as  the  theater  for  the  first  great  forward  movement 
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of  inaustn'  and  trade.  I  have  endeavored  to  show  that  results 
have  alreadv  been  achieved,  with  but  partial  and  spasmodic  effort, 
which  point  to  illimitable  consr<|uen(^es  it  the  Government  ;ind 
the  business  interests  of  the  United  States  cooperate  intelligently 
and  utilize  natural  advantages  to  their  full  capacity.  The  reci- 
procity provisions  of  the  new  tariâflaw  provide  President  McKin* 
ley's  adminbtration  with  the  means  of  removing  obstacles  and 
giving  free  current  to  the  course  of  trade,  which  will  no  doubt  be 
wisely  employed.  The  manuâcturers  and  exporters  of  the  United 
States,  so  far  as  the  countries  here  treated  of  are  concerned,  have 
only  to  improve  upon  their  present  efforts.  The  field  is  already 
partly  occupied  by  tlient;  they  can  easily  advance  their  posts  and 
make  this  region  the  base  for  extending  their  operations  to  cover 
the  whole  domain  of  Latin  American  trade.  To  succeed,  it  is 
necessary  only  that  they  should  infuse  into  the  undertaking  thfc 
same  liberality,  enterprise,  and  **push''  which  have  built  up  the 
great  transportation  lines,  with  their  ramifying  branches  reaching 
into  every  comer  of  the  Union,  and  study  the  wants  of  their 
Latin  American  customers  as  carefully  as  they  study  those  of  their 
customers  at  home. 


THE  FLNANCIAL  SITUATION  IN  BRAZIL.— I 

The  United  States  of  Brazil  occupy  among  the  Republics  of 
the  world,  in  regard  to  extension  of  territory  the  second  place,  and 

in  regard  to  population  the  third.  In  fact,  bciore  the  acquisition 
of  Alaska,  which  added  531,000  square  miles  to  the  2,970,000 
square  miles  which  composed  the  area  of  the  United  States  in  1868, 
the  area  of  Brazil  with  its  3,209,878  square  miles  exceeded  the 
area  of  the  United  States  by  239,878  square  miles.  The  area  of 
Brazil  is  greater  by  229,910  square  miles  than  the  European  areas 
of  the  six  great  powers  of  Europe — Russia,  Germany,  Austria- 
Hungary,  France,  Great  Britain,  and  Italy.  With  their  estimated 
75,000,000  oí  po|Hil.ition  the  United  States  rank  hrst,  France 
with  its  38,517,975  comes  second,  and  Brazil  with  its  16,500,000 
third. 
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Developinjg  a  coast  on  the  Atlantic  of  4,000  miles  and  border- 
ing on  all  the  South  American  Republics  except  Chile,  closing 
their  northern  boundary  in  the  limits  of  the  English,  Dutch,  and 
French  Guianas;  served  by  a  fluvial  system  of  50,000  miles  of 
navigable  waters*  of  which  the  Amazon  and  the  Plata  are  the 
principal  outlets;  with  diversified «clîmates,  lowlands  and  plateaus 
appropriate  to  the  culture  of  all  the  products  of  the  earth;  stocked 
with  minerals  of  all  kinds,  covered  by  immense  forests  of  valuable 
timber;  producing  already  seven-tenths  of  the  coiïn  of  the  world, 
and  íour-liíths  of  the  rubber,  the  United  States  of  Brazil  in  their 
undeveloped  condition  await  only  capital  and  immigration  to 
repeat  in  the  southern  half  of  our  continent  the  magic  progress  of 
the  United  States  of  America. 

Receiving  with  the  Portuguese  court  In  1808  the  advantages 
of  becoming  the  center  of  the  Portuguese  administration;  raised 
in  1815  to  the  dignity  of  a  united  kingdom  with  Portugal; 
independent  since  1822,  and  a  federal  republic  since  1889;  with 
an  experience  of  three  quarters  of  a  century  ot  a  constitutional 
government,  of  which  sixty-seven  years  on  the  constiriitiona!  ¡^ai^tern 
of  England,  with  a  crown,  a  parliament,  and  a  centralized  admrnis* 
tration,  and  the  last  eight  years  on  the  pattern  of  the  United  States 
under  the  presidential  system;  devoted  by  national  temperament 
to  the  culture  of  the  arts  and  sciences,  and  with  a  literature  of  their 
own  which  dates  iirom  colonial  times,  and  numbers  among  their 
writers — poets,  novelists,  historians,  philosophers,  naturalists,  pub- 
licists, and  among  their  artists — sculptors,  painters,  actors,  compos- 
ers, and  musicians,  the  United  States  of  Brazil  have  a  right  to 
consider  themselves  at  the  head  of  the  Latin  civilization  on  our 
continent. 

Such  a  country  traversing  at  this  moment  a  financial  situation 
full  of  interest  calls  the  attention  of  all  the  students  of  social 
science,  and  it  is  our  purpose  to  present  to  the  readers  some  data 
for  the  knowledge  of  its  present  financial  condition,  its  difBculties^ 

and  possible  remedies. 

L 

PUBLIC  DEBT, 

In  his  annual  report  to  the  l^resident  of  the  Republic  at  the 
opening  of  the  session  of  Congress  this  year,  Mr.  Bernardino  de. 
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Campos,  Minister  of  the  Treasury  of  Brazil,  furnishes  die  follow- 
ing daUi  about  the  public  debt  of  the  Republic. 

At  tlic  end  of  1896  the  foreign  con^olidutcd  debí  ot  Hra/d 
amounted  to  ^.26 1,700,  instead  of  9,706,700  at  the  entl  of 
1895.  There  was  an  amortization  during  the  last  year  ot 
;¿445,ooo,  by  means  of  purchases  in  the  open  market,  which 
entailed  an  expense  of  19*538*  representing  about  71  per  cent 
of  the  nominal  value  of  the  bonds. 

The  Brazilian  Government  has  all  the  more  reason  to  continue 
actively  in  the  amortization  of  its  foreign  debt  as  the  titles  arc 
depreciated  and  it  realizes  in  their  redemption  at  their  present  rate 
a  considerable  benefit. 

The  ibreign  debt  is  detailed  as  toilows: 


Loan  of  1883,  at  4^  per  cent  £^  53S»  400 

Loan  of  1868,  nt        per  cent   ?.  ?3;,  300 

Loan  of  1889,  at  4  per  ct  nt     10,756,000 

Loan  of  1S95,  at  5  per  cent   7,  44a,  000 


Total  3S,  961, 700 


It  is  necessary  to  add  to  this  sum  the  loan  at  5  per  cent  ot  tíie 
West  ot  Minas  Railroad  tor  which  the  (jovernment  is  responsi- 
ble, and  amounts  to  the  nojninal  figure  ot  /',1^,^'^6,^00.  With 
this  addition,  the  foreign  debt  reaches  a  total  of  ;^38^798»ooo,  or 
at  the  rate  of  exchange  of  27  pence  per  milreis,  344,872  contos 
in  gold. 

The  internal  consolidated  debt  is  subdivided  in  debt  in  gold 


and  debt  in  paper  money. 

The  internal  debt  in  gold  is  detailed  as  iollows: 

Contoa. 

6  per  cent  loan  of  1868   xi,  783 

4)4  percent  loan  of  1S79............  24,679 

4  per  cent  loan  of  rS!if>  ,   18,350 

Bondi  at  4  per  cent  (perpetual  incume)  payable  in  gold. ...........  ........  124, 655 


Total   179,466 

The  internal  debt  in  paper  money  is  detailed  as  iollows: 

,  Gontoa. 

Bonds  at  4  per  cent  (pcipctuul  income)   tI9 

Bonds  at  $  per  cent  (perpetual  income)  364, 769 

Loan  at  5  per  cent  of  189$   104, 9S7 


Tutiil  469,876 
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R(*(l\icini;  this  (lel)i  in  paper  money  to  gold  at  the  rate  of 
exchange  ot  9  pence  per  niilreis,  the  result  is  156,585  contos  in 
gold,  or  with  the  internal  debt  in  gold,  336,0^1  contos  in  gold. 


Adding  together  the  two  internal  and  &>retgn  consolidated 
debts,  we  have 

Co&tw. 

Fnrt  iirn  debt  (^38,798,000;  ,  344,87a 

Internal  debt  336,051 


Total  in  gold  680,923 


Or  /■76,000,00o. 

To  these  consolidated  debts  is  to  be  added  a  floating  debt, 
detailed  as  j^bllows; 

Contos. 


Debts  previous  to  1837  and  not  inscribed   136 

Bonds  of  the  treasuiy   5. 97S 

Funds  of  orphan's   14.  412 

Deposits  belonging  to  absents,  ctr  •. .  3,  67') 

Deposits  of  savings  banks    66,246 

Deposits  belonging  to  montepi*     570 

Public  deposits   6p  $6$ 

Various  deposits  '   17 7.  532 

Total   274,  415 


Or  at  the  rate  of  exchange  of  9  pence  per  milrcîs  91,500  contos 
in  gold,  e<)ui valent  to  ;¿  10,000,000. 

Added  to  the  foreign  and  internal  consolidated  debts,  the  float- 
ing debt  raises  the  total  of  the  public  debt  of  Brazil  to  772423 
contos  în  gold,  or  /86,ooo,ooo. 

So  far  we  have  given  the  data  tor  the  public  debt  properly 
called;  but  it  is  necessary  yet  to  consider  the  fiduciary  circulation 
for  the  whole  ot'  which  the  Republic  is  responsible. 

At  the  end  of  1896  the  paper  money  ot  the  Government  in 
circulation  amounted  to  371,641  contos,  which  added  to  the  bank 
issue  (340^714  contos),  the  responsibility  of  which  the  Govern- 
ment has  assumed,  represents  a  total  circulation  of  71 2,355  coi^t<>^ 
equivalent,  at  the  rate  of  exchange  of  9  pence  per  milreis»  to 
2374  Ç0  contos  in  gold,  or  /¡'26,600,00o. 

This  fiduciary  circulation  increases  the  debt  to  the  sum  ot 
1,009,873  contos  in  gold  or  £1  12,660,000  or  $5:47.^27,600. 

With  a  population  of  16,500,000  the  debt  per  capita  is  $33.18. 

To  this  passive  debt  of  the  Republic  of  Brazil,  we  have  to 
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oppose  an  active  debt,  the  elements  of  which  arc  not  all  easy  to 
estimate  in  figures.  The  report  of  the  Minister  of  the  Treasury 
enumerates  the  following: 

Conto». 

Railways  of  the  Union,  the  Ickte  of  which  is  contemplated  and  th«  vala«  ol 

which  is  estimated  in  the  report  oí  1896  at  more  than.   500. 000 

Debt  of  the  Republic  of  Urupruay   22,  279 

Debt  of  lhe  Republic  of  Paraguay   138 

Debt  of  the  States  of  Bahfa  and  Pernambuco  for  guaranty  of  interest  paid  for 

their  railways,  ;^i,87i,568,  or   >3i7SS 

Debt  of  the  Bank  of  the  Republic  •   180,  000 

Deposits  of  guaranties  of  the  banks  of  issue  ,   100, 000 

Total  contos  in  paper  money  826, 199 

These  few  items  represent  alrt  ady  826,190  contos  in  paper 
money,  or  27^,399  contos  m  gold,  that  is,  more  than  a  fourth  of 
the  public  debt  of  the  country.  Other  values  of  the  public 
domai n«  like  lands,  public  buildtfigs,  and  the  telegraph  lines,  which 
all  belong  to  the  Govemnient,  as  well  as  other  Federal  property, 
are  not  here  estimated. 


ARGENTINE  REPUBLIC. 

(sd  mppleoMot  to  Noi.  58.] 

I.— DECREE  OF  APRIL  30,  1896,  MODIFYING  ART.  26  OF  THE 

CUSTOMS  LAW  IN  FORCE. 

\  -  Bolftin  Oficial"  No.  835,  of  May  5.  ia96.] 

Aar.  1. — .At  the  time  of  authenticating  general  manifests  of  vessels,  Argentine 

consiiU  «-îiaî!  not  exact  the  designation  of  the  weight  and  volume  of  every  pack- 
ape,  hut  they  must  exact  that  the  shippers  indie. in",  in  evcrv  set  of  bills  of 
lading,  the  weight  or  volume  of  each  package  according  as  the  freight  is  paid, 
when  relating  to  "de  íidarmia  "  packages,  and  in  other  cases  the  weight  and 
volume  ot  the  total  shipment. 

Am.  2, — The  customs  ot  the  Republic  can  remit  no  goods  when  the  bills  of 
lading  accompanying  the  customs  declarations  are  not  drawn  up  conformably 
to  law  and  to  the  provinons  of  the  present  decree. 
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II.  — DECREES   OF   MAY    21    AND   JULY  1,   1896,  CORRECTING 

ERRORS  IN  THE  EVALUATION  TARIFF  IN  FORCE. 

I'BoUiiM  oJUial"  a-  S55  and  f^t,  of  May  30  and  July  4.  1896.] 

In  virtue  of  the  prcicnt  Decrees,  the  Customs  clearance  of  "Hand  bags** 
enumerated  under  N"'  i';47  to  1551  of  the  Evaluation  tariff  in  force,  shall  He 
effected  by  taking  for  a  basis  one  dozen  instead  of  one  kilogramme;  and  the 
evaluation  for  Paints  in  tubrs,  including  zveight  of  tubes"  mentioned  in 
N°  2281  of  the  same  tariff,  should  be  6  pesos  30  centavos  gold  instead  of  30 
centavos. 

III.  — DECREE  OF  ÎULY  30,  1896,  FIXING  A  TARE  ALLOWANCE 

FOR  IMPORTED  COFFEE  AND  CHICORY. 

{"  BoUtin  oficial"  N'gos,  of  Auffust  i,  iSgfi.} 
In  virtue  of  the  present  Decree,  a  tare  allowance  of  20  per  cent  is  granted 

to  coffee  and  chicory  imported  loose  in  cases. 


COLOMBIA. 

[4th  supplement  to  No.  90,  May,  1897.] 

I.  VTÎNISTERI AL  DECISION  DATED  FEBRUARY  6,  1R97,  RECTI- 
FYING AN  OMISSION  IN  THE  TEXT  OF  THE  LAW  No.  160,  OF 
DECEMBER  28,  1896. 

["Dktrio^lciai"  Ko.  10^,7,  of  Febmaty  9, 1897.] 

In  consequence  of  an  omission  in  the  text  of  the  law  No.  160,  of  December 
28>  1896,  published  in  the  "Diario  qfiâai"  No.  10233,  of  January  12,  1S97, 
the  said  law  should  be  completed  as  follows: 

The  sole  paragr  i]  li  o  Art.  4  shall  read  as  follows: 

**  Paragraph, — The  dispositions  of  the  ^rr mt  law  shall  not  modify  the  ordi- 
nance of  the  ministry  of  finance,  dated  July  6,  1895,  relative  to  the  régime 

applicable  uiuUt  the  tariff  to  the  importation  of  articles  destined  to  the  electric 
enterprise  mentioned  in  the  said  Ordinance,  such  goods  being,  moreover,  exempt 
from  the  surtax  established  in  virtue  of  the  present  law." 

II.  — CIRCULAR  OF  THE  MINISTRY  OF  FINANCE  No.  27829.  OP 
FEBRUARY  27,  1897,  RELATIVE  TO  THE  APPLICATION  OF 
LAW  No.  160,  OF  DECEMBER  28,  Í896. 

{**JXartoo/eitl  "  No,  10*73.  of  Febmiary  37, 1897.] 

The  increase  and  decrease  of  import  duties,  as  provided  in  Articles  1,  2,  3,  and 
4  of  the  law  No.  160,  of  1896,"  shall  commence  to  be  applied  on  April  19,  1 897, 

1  Sec  3d  supplement  to  Mo.  90. 
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confonnabl7  to  artidet  90$  of  the  ContticatioA  and  61,  62,  64,  and  65  of  law 
No.  149,  of  1888. 

The  increa«!e  referred  to  shall  be  computed  on  the  duties  established  by  law 
No.  36,  of  1  886,'  without  taking  into  account  the  modifications  thereto,  and  the 
amount  so  obtoined  shall  be  added  to  the  duties  as  now  leviable  according  to 
the  said  law  No.  36  and  subsequent  modifications  thereto,  subject  to  complying 
with  the  stipulations  of  Article  4  of  said  law  No.  160.  To  such  total  must  be 
aciilcci  tac  surtax  of  25  %  established  in  virtue  oi  Article  i  oí  law  No.  88,  of 
1886,  and  Article  1  of  law  No.  185,  of  1896. 


DISCOVERY  OF  COAL  DEPOSITS. 

Mr.  C.  F.  Z.  Caracristi  reports  the  discovery  oí  certain  coal 
deposits  in  the  vicinity  of  Cartagena.  In  speaking  of  these  depos- 
its, he  says: 

The  coal  fields  are  situated  in  the  Department  of  Bolivar,  Republic  of  Colom- 
bia, near  the  Sinu  River,  in  what  is  known  as  the  savannahs,  eight  to  twelve  miles 
distant  from  the  Bay  of  Cispata  on  the  scacoast.  Approximate  distances  from 
adjacent  cities  are  as  follows;  Cartagena,  48  miles;  Barranquilla,  120  miles; 
Santa  Marta,  168  miles  1  Colon,  140  miles;  Port  Limon,  410  miles;  Jamaica, 
480  miles;  New  York,  1,840  miles. 

Mr.  Caracristi  states  that  the  coal  fields  comprise  an  area  of 
215,000  acres,  and  he  estimates  that  they  contain  300,000,000 
tons  of  coal.  The  entire  territory  is  held,  under  a  Spanish  title 
or  grant,  by  the  San  Andres  Indians,  an  independent  native  tribe 
consisting  of  nor  more  than  11,000  persons.  These  Indians  are 
peaceable  and  industrious,  cattle  raising  being  their  principal  occu- 
pation; from  7Ç,ooo  to  100,000  head  being  exported  annually. 
Mr.  Caracristi  holds,  in  behalf  of  the  company  which  he  repre- 
sents, a  lease  irom  the  Indians  of  the  coal  lands  described,  for  a 
term  of  forty-eight  years. 

Consul  Smythe  in  speaking  on  this  subject  says  : 

The  coal  itself,  a  specimen  of  which  has  been  placed  in  this  office,  appears  to 
be  of  good  quality.  The  thickness  ol  the  veins  is  from  i  foot  to  10  feet  clear. 
The  layer  formation  is  a  sandstone  of  decomposed  slate  shales,  shale,  and  slate 
in  layers  of  from  i  inch  to  1  foot  in  thickness. 

Mr.  Caracristi  says  the  ( ost  oí  getting  out  the  coal  will  be  as 
follows,  per  ton:  Mining,  40  rents;  handling,  20  cents;  trans- 
porting to  the  sea,  60  cents;  total,  $1.20. 

'  See  tariff  No.  90W 
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Coal  is  also  found  on  the  coast  below  Cispata  Bay.  This  is  of 
a  good  quality,  anthracite  and  bituminous.  As  this  latter  deposit 
is  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  principal  Colombian  ports, 
it  is  not  considered  advisable  to  work  it  for  the  present 


CHILE. 

NEW  MINISTRY. 

The  ministry  of  President  £rrAzuriz,  as  now  constituted,  is  as 
follows  : 

Minister  of  the  Interior,  Sefior  ValdÍs  Cuevas. 

Minister  of  War  and  Navy,  Sefior  pALACtos  Zajals. 

Minister  of  Finance,  Sefior  Elías  FEmNANotz  Albano. 

Minister  of  Justice  and  Public  Instruction,  Sefior  Domingo  Amunatbcui 

Rivera. 

Minister  of  Industry  and  Public  Works,  Sefior  Domingo  Toao  Hcr&eiia, 
Minister  of  the  Exterior,  Sefior  Silva  Cavz. 

It  is  Stated  on  good  authority  that  the  majority  of  the  new  min- 
istry have  announced  themselves  as  being  in  favor  of  the  speedy 
completion  of  the  Chilean  section  of  the  Tran.sandine  railway. 
This  important  nua^uit:  will  at  once  be  brought  to  tlic  considera- 
tion ot  the  Chilean  congress. 


COSTA  RICA. 

TRADE  AND  COMMERCE  IN  1896. 

The  following  facts  relating;  to  the  trade  and  commerce  of 
Costa  Rica  tor  the  year  i8<^0  arc  taken  trom  a  recent  report  to 
the  British  Foreign  Office: 

COFFEE. 

The  price  of  coffee,  the  staple  product,  the  position  of  which  consequently 
SO  largely  affects  the  general  trade  of  the  country,  was  well  muntûned.  The 
crop,  though  not  a  large  one,  was  quite  up  to  the  average  of  the  last  few  years, 
and  rather  larger  than  in  1895. 

WOODS. 

There  was  a  large  increase  in  the  shipments  of  wood  (cedar  and  fustic),  a 
special  impetus  having  been  ^ven  to  this*  branch  of  trade  by  the  high  price  of 
cedar  in  the  foreign  markets. 
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BANANAS. 

There  have  been  no  fresh  developments  in  the  banana  trade,  the  number  of 
iîunchcs  exported  being  almost  the  same  as  in  1895.    The  attempt  oí  the  Matina 
Banana  Company  to  export  their  own  fruit  was  a  failure,  every  shipment,  with 
one  or  two  exceptions,  leaving  a  heavy  loss,  so  that  in  August  last  they 
^andoned  the  experiment.    The  Tropical  Trading  and  Transport  Company, 
lamited,  buys  and  exportt  all  the  fruit,  having  taken  over  the  business,  together 
with  several  banana  plantations  and  large  tracts  of  land,  from  Mr.  MiNoa  C. 
KnTM.   The  company  receives  the  fruit  at  the  side  of  the  railway  track,  and 
during  the  past  year  has  paid  the  growers  2$  cents  American  gold  per  bunch  for 
£rsts  and  it%  cents  for  seconds. 

IMFOtT  TRADB. 

As  regards  the  import  trade,  1  gather  from  conversations  with  members  of 
the  leading  firms,  that  although  not  quite  so  good  as  1895,  the  year  has  on  the 
whole  been  a  very  satisfactory  one.  All,  however,  agree  that  for  the  first  half 
•of  the  year  business  was  for  better  than  (he  second. 

During  the  last  six  months  sales  were  more  difficult,  competition  keener,  prices 
lower,  and  the  margin  of  profit  consequently  smaller. 

CVSTOMS. 

in  March  last  some  special  rules  were  published  regulating  the  admission  of 
commercial  travelers'  samples.  On  their  arrival  a  minute  examination  is  made 
by  the  customs  officers  of  the  samples,  and  an  exact  note  of  the  contents  taken. 
The  owner,  on  depositing  the  value  of  the  duties,  is  then  allowed  to  take  away 
his  samples.  If  the  samples  are  returned  to  the  custom-house  for  reshipment 
within  sixty  days,  and  are  found  to  be  exactly  in  accord  with  the  note  taken 
both  as  to  quantity  and  quality,  the  amount  of  duties  deposited  is  returned.  If 
not  returned  wichtn  sixty  days,  or  if  there  is  any  article  missing  or  changed  as 
to  quality,  the  deposit  of  duties  is  forfdted. 

A  modification  has  been  made  this  year,  too,  in  the  regulations  relating  to  the 
time  which  merchandise  maybe  left  in  bond,  the  limit  having  been  reduced  from 
•one  year  to  four  months,  goods  not  withdrawn  from  the  customs  warehouse 
within  that  time  being  sold  at  public  auction.  Notice  of  sale,  giving  the  marks 
.and  numbers  of  the  packages,  and  a  description  of  the  contents,  must,  however, 
be  published  in  the  Official  Gazette  fifteen  days  before  the  date  fixed  for  the 
.auction. 

The  effects  of  the  decree  of  June  1,  1  Sg:;,  exempting  from  duties  all  fixed  and 
rolling  material  for  the  construction  of  tramways  and  light  railways  on  the 
•estates  on  the  Atlantic  slopes,  have  been  prolonged  to  October  21,  i  8^8. 

SHUPPINC  AND  NAVIGATION. 

I  have  very  little  to  report  under  this  head. 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  tonnage  of  vessels  calling  at  Limon  of 
nearly  38,000  tons.  The  weekly  service  of  the  Banana  Steamship  Company 
has  been  given  up,  the  service  of  steamers  being  brought  to  an  end  when  the 
.banana  company  gave  up  exporting  their  fruit. 
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On  the  other  hand,  the  s.icamers  oí  the  Italian  company  "La  Vclocc,"  of 
Genoa,  brlngine  cargo  îrom  Italian  and  Spani-^h  ports,  call  once  a  month  at 
Limon,  with  an  extra  steamer  everv  otficr  rm^nth. 

W  ith  these  two  exceptions  the  service  ot  steamers  remains  the  same  as  given 

in  my  last  report. 

The  steamer  tonnage  which  touched  at  Puntarenas  shows  no  increase,  but 
the  tonnt^  of  the  sailing  vessels  was  nearly  double  that  of  1895.  This  is 
accounted  for  by  the  brisk  condition  of  the  timber  trade,  the  greater  number  of 
the  sailing  vessels  having  arrived  in  ballast  to  load  wood. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  service  of  steamers  to  this  port,  the  only 
line  whose  steamers  call  regularly  being  the  Pacific  Mail. 

WAC£8. 

The  rates  of  wi^  ruling  here  now  are  as  follows  : 

Carpenters  and  masons,  from  $2.50  to       per  day,  according  to  their  effi- 
ciency (firom  4s.  6d.  to  9s.  per  day). 

Ordinary  navvies  and  farm  laborers,  $1.50  (as.  6d.). 

PACIFIC  RAILWAY. 

The  preliminary  survey  authorized  by  Congress,  as  mentioned  in  my  last 
report,  has  been  carried  out  by  a  commission  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Albekt 
Gonzalez,  chief  of  the  road  department  of  public  works. 

Thif  survey,  which  occupied  six  months,  wa5  concluded  in  October,  and  tlie 
rcpori  of  the  commission,  together  with  their  estimate  01  the  cost  of  the  con-  < 
struciion  ot  the  line,  was  submitted  to  Congress  in  November  by  the  minister 
of  public  works. 

A  plan  showing  the  route  rccommcnaed  by  the  commission  accompanied  the 
report. 

The  minister  in  his  note  to  Congress,  submitting  for  their  consideration  the 
report  and  suggestions  of  the  commission,  strongly  advises  the  adoption  of  the 
route  proposed  therein. 

He  states  that  the  executive,  in  view  oi  the  important  interests  in  Puntarenas, 
had  instructed  the  commission  to  direct  their  surveys  with  the  object,  if  posst- 
ble,  of  terminating  the  line  at  that  port,  but  after  a  careful  study  of  the  ques- 
tion, they  were  convinced  that  from  all  points  of  view,  Tivivcs,  a  point  halfway 
between  Pitai,  the  port  recommended  by  the  special  commission  (referred  to  in 
my  last  report),  and  Puntarenas,  ponessed  the  greatest  advantages. 

Summing  up  the  arguments  in  favor  of  this  place,  he  concludes  :  "It  therefore 
appears  that  by  making  Tivives  the  terminu«;  of  the  line  on  the  Pacific,  the  con- 
struction will  co5t  !c?s  by  $1,000,000  than  if  taken  to  Puntarenas,  J§2, 000,000 
less  than  it"  taken  to  Caldera,  and  $500,000  less  than  if  taken  to  Pital.  This 
in  respect  oi"  the  cost  of  the  work,  but  as  regards  other  conditions,  such  as  the 
.cngth  ot  the  line,  cai.y  gradients,  iacilitics  ior  construction  and  maintenance  of 
the  permanent  way,  no  other  route  can  compare  with  that  to  Tivives." 

Tivives  is  not  a  natural  harbor,  but  according  to  the  report  it  could  be  made 
into  a  good  port  by  the  expenditure  of  $1,500,000,  ecjual  to  about  ^133,000^ 
Boll.  ÎÎ0.4  2 
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The  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  construction  oí  the  line  is  $5^022,579,  equal 
to  about  ^45.3,4.00. 

Congress  approved  the  report  and  suggestions  of  the  commission,  and  decreed 
that  the  construction  of  the  line  ahoulct  be  proceeded  with,  and  the  route  pro- 
posed by  the  commission,  terminating  at  the  port  of  Tivivcs.  in  the  Gulf  of 
Nicoja,  adopted. 

The  decree  fiirther  empowers  the  executive  to  make  any  contracts  they  may 
consider  necessary  for  the  construction  of  the  said  railway,  and  for  any  works 
(or  the  improvement  of  the  port,  the  terminus  of  the  line.  All  such  contracts, 
however,  are  subject- to  the  approval  of  Congress. 

INCOME  AMD  BXPBNDITVRt. 

The  finance  minister's  statement  for  the  year  ending  March  31,  1896,  shows: 


Amount. 

Cttrrency. 

Sterling. 

$6.  528,  975 
6.187.927 

JÍ567.  737 
538.080 

341,048 

29.657 

The  budget  estimates  for  1896-97  are: 


Amoaot. 

Ctirrrncy. 

SterUng. 

16,491. 177 

£SÙ4,  450 

6,186,060 

537.9^8 

The  decree  approving  tlicsc  budget  estimates  provides  that  the  surplus  shall 
be  applied  preferably  to  establishing  the  new  national  money,  to  the  construe* 
tion  of  the  Pacific  Railway,  and  other  works  of  acknowledged  public  utility. 

The  currency  amounts  I  have  this  year  converted  into  sterling  at  the  exchange 
of  $1  i.so  to  the 


Camparatíve  Mie  of  the  principal  exports  for  tht  ytors  i8gs  iSgò. 


1895. 

1896. 

Article. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

... 

Quantity. 

vaiMe. 

Currency. 

Stcrliug. 

Curreoc)-. 

Sterling. 

Bananas,  bunches. 
Maliogany.  .lug:». . 
('cdar  do. . . 

189,226 

1.577.0S4 
504 
21,333 

9.703,014 

^I0.4I5.$07 

1.513. ^^7^ 
9,  oik; 

163.065 

116.310 

124. oSS 
805 
13.366 

9  529 

197.531 

1.418.199 

I4,3f>5.9>'^" 
643,942 

110,178,040 

1.333. 107 
3.531 
487.358 
I43.t>59 
7.897 

;ÍW5.a47 

It5.9«* 

307 

42.379 
12,492 

6S7 
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TabU  of  eoffet  txported  during  the  year  i8ç6. 


Coantiy. 

Bags. 

WdghL 

Value. 

Curren^.    1  Sterling. 

no,  477 
44,448 
33. 886 
4,  306 
4.414 

Kilograms. 
6.  481,  538 
2,  674,  282 
2,027.  730 
254,  6ü6 
266.  584 

$5,636,  120 
2,  325.  480 
I,  763.  240 
221,400 
931.  800 

;¿^490,  098 
202,  216 

153.  3-5 

90, 156 

197.  531 

II.  704,  740 

10,  I7S,  040 

885.047 

ECUADOR. 

The  inlbrmation  given  below  relative  to  Quito»  its  trade,  com- 
mercial resources,  means  of  communication,  etc.,  is  taken  ñom  a 
recent  official  report  : 

Owing  to  ici  peculiar  situation,  Quito  is  almost  wholly  deprived  of  any  share 
in  the  direct  import  trade  of  Ecuador.  With  the  exception  of  two  French 
ñrms;  all  merchants  here  are  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  quasi-independent  factors 
at  Guayaquil,  through  whom  they  may  order  supplies  at  an  excessive  cost. 

SOURCES  OF  IMPORTS. 

Quito  imports  from  Great  Britiùn,  cotton  goods  and  hardware;  from  Ger- 
many, woolens,  drugs,  chemicals  (princi|»lly  anilme  dyes),  cased  lager  beer,  and 
jewdry;  from  France,  silks,  wearing  apparel,  hats,  and  gloves;  from  Spain, 
wines,  common  fowling  pieces,  and  cheap  underwear;  from  the  United  States, 
kerosene,  patent  medicines,  hardware,  watches,  and  clocks. 

EXPORTS. 

There  arc  no  exports  worth  mentioning  from  Quito,  but  upon  completion  of 
the  projected  railroad  and  with  cheap  freights  the  possibilities  in  this  direction 
can  not  be  overestimated.  Until  recently  a  large  quantity  of  lard  was  sent  to 
Guayaquil  for  consumption  coastwise,  but  of  late,  owing  to  the  production  of 
a  cheaper  article  at  that  port  and  the  competition  of  the  cotton-seed  product 
imported  there  from  the  United  States,  the  trade  has  been  entirely  ruined. 

OCTROI  DUBS. 

As  bearing  upon  the  subject  of  ''Expensive charges  of  middlemen  and  freight," 
and  In  connection  with  such  imports  as  wine,  spirits,  and  beer  I  can  not  do  bet- 
ter than  quote  the  octroi  dues  now  leviable  at  Quito,  which  are: 


Wine:  cent». 

Per  case  of  i  dn^en   40 

Per  case  of  2  dozen   So 

Peruvian  grape  spirits  : 

Per  barrel   80 

Beer: 

Per  case  of  i  dozen   40 

Per  case  of  s  dozen   So 
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AGRICULTURE. 

Ecuador  is  essentially  an  agricultural  country.  A  great  quantity  ni  wheat, 
barley,  maize,  pease,  lentils,  beans,  and  potatoes  is  grown  in  the  immediate  vicin- 
ity oí  y  uico.  Formerly  much  was  t^ngarnered  or  thrown  away,  but  of  late  years, 
owing  to  an  increase  of  population  or  a  decrease  in  the  area  laid  under  cultiva- 
tion — I  have  been  unable  to  ascertain  which — such  is  no  longer  the  case. 

HOPS. 

Up  to  the  present  the  laerr  beer,  of  excellent  cjuality,  manutaciured  in 
Ecuador  has  been  brewed  iroin  iiiak  and  hopi  imported  from  San  Francisco. 
1  he  present  minister  of  agriculture,  recognizing  the  great  disadvantages  under 
which  brewers  labor,  owing  to  their  having  to  import  the  prime  material  from 
abroad,  has  ordered  loo  plants  of  /f.  lupulus  from  Germany,  in  the  hope  ot 
acclimatizing  this  plant.  Should  the  experiment  succeed  it  is  likely  that  beer 
will  supplant  cane  rum  and  maize  chicha  as  a  national  beverage,  since  male  may 
be  prepared  at  a  minimum  cost.  It  is  proposed  to  plant  the  hops  at  Ambato 
(8,000  to  9,000  feet  altitude),  which  botanists  have  declared  to  be  the  most 
likely  spot  to  yield  the  desired  result. 

FLOUR  MILLS. 

There  are  several  flour  mills  moved  by  the  Machangara,  which  runs  through 
Qgito,  and  the  flour  is  supplied  to  the  consumer  at  5  sucres  per  Spanish  «quin- 
tal, or  approximately  12s.  per  hundredweight.  There  is  a  mill  of  French  con» 
struction  at  Ambato,  which  turns  out  a  grade  of  flour  unexcelled  even  by  the 
California  product,  and  this  flour  retails  at  16s.  8d.  per  hundredweight. 

CATTl.fc  RANCHES. 

Great  attention — such  as  is  compatible  with  the  abnormal  conditions  of  an 
Ecuadorian  farm — is  paid  to  cattle  rearing,  but  there  is  a  sad  deficiency  in  sci- 
entific methods  of  treating  cither  animals  or  crops.  With  regard  to  the  cattle 
ranchers  here,  their  panacea  consists  ot  profuse  bleeding,  no  matter  what  dis- 
ease— glanders.,  iarcy,  or  what  not — may  present  itself;  conscqucntlv,  many 
valuable  cattle  arc  ruined  through  their  ignorance.  Resides  this  factor  in  the 
reduction  ot  herds,  I  may  lucntiun  kuil  a  large  number  are  destroyed  annually 
by  the  puma,  the  so-called  American  lion. 

As  a  rule  a  cattle  ranch  will  contain  from  1,000  to  3,ocx>  head,  but  where 
attached  to  the  ranch  is  one  of  those  cold,  bleak  "paramos"  (wildernesses), 
where  it  is  difficult  to  retain  thorough  control  over  the  wandering  herds,  they 
will  increase  to  7»ooo  or  10,000,  many  of  which  may  be  classed  as  "wild  cat* 
tie."  The  poor  brutes  are  turned  out  to  shift  for  themselves,  year  in  and  year 
out,  and  many  perish  from  cold,  pumas,  or,  as  stated,  the  ignorant  veterinary 
practices  of  the  herdsman.  Only  once  a  year  do  they  claim  his  attention,  on 
which  occasion  the  best^conditioned  beasts  are  corralled  and  delivered  over  to 
the  slaughterer. 


Digitized  by  Cuv  í¿^íc 


BUREAU  or  AMBRICAK  REPUBLICS.  533 

Prices  of  Live  StocA.  Price. 

7  /.  <f. 

Horses  ^ordinary  hacks;,  each                                                                8  o  o 

Mules  (good,  riding),  each                                                         .  as  o  o 

Oxen,  each                                                                               a  16  o 

Milch  cows, each                                                                        2  10  o 

Pigs,  each                                                                                                      o  5  o 

Sheep,  each                                                                                    o  1  6 


MEANS  OF  COMMUNICATION. 

According  to  the  report,  the  journey  between  Guayaquil  and  Quito  may  be 
accomplished  in  six  days  by  easy  stages.  From  Guayaquil  small  American- 
built  river  steamers  convey  the  traveler  to  Babahoya,  From  there  the  trip  is 
made  on  mule  back.  Barring  the  inconvenience  resulting  from  the  rarefied 
aimosphere  of  the  mountain  altitudes,  the  journey  is  attended  by  no  serious 
drawbacks.  The  monotony  and  weariness  are  relieved  by  the  mountain  scenery 
of  the  Andes,  the  snow-capped  peaks  of  Chimborazo  and  other  famous  moun- 
tains being  plainly  in  view. 

Tlic  whole  cost  per  individual  from  Guayaquil  to  Quito  ranges  from  $35  to 
$37.50,  including  one  pack  mule  and  provender.  The  best  period  for  making 
the  travel  is  from  July  to  September. 


MEXICO. 

RAILROAD  FROM  CHIHUAHUA  TO  THE  PACIFIC  COAST. 

The  Mexican  Goveniinent  has  officially  promulgated  a  con- 
cession for  a  railroad  from  Chihuahua,  Mexico,  to  the  Pacific 

Coast.  M(!ssrs.  Ai.ikki  A.  Sfendi.ove  and  I-.  C.  Creel  are 
empowered  to  construct  :i  railway  to  start  from  the  city  of  Chihua- 
hua, or  from  a  point  on  tlie  Mexican  Central  Railroad  south  of 
Chihuahua,  and  to  extend  in  a  westerly  direction  to  a  point  on  the 
Pacific  Coast  in  the  State  of  Sonora. 

Within  one  year  from  April  13,  1897,  the  concessionaires  must 
submit  to  the  Department  of  Communications  the  plans  for  the 
first  section  of  200  kilometers.  The  subsequent  plans  shall  be 
presented  in  sections  of  at  least  25  kilometers,  and  in  such  manner 
that  the  construction  may  not  he  retarded  for  lack  of  planvS. 

Construction  shall  begin  as  soon  as  the  Department  of  Com- 
munications has  approved  the  plans,  and  within  two  years  2co 
kilometers  must  have  been  completed. 
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Subsequent  construction  shall  proceed  at  the  rate  ot  loo  kilo- 
meters annually,  and  the  entire  road,  with  its  telegraph  line,  must 
be  completed  within  seven  years  from  April  13,  1897.  Construc- 
tion work  may  begin  at  either  end  of  the  line.  A  telegraph  line 
shall  be  built  for  the  exclusive  service  of  the  road.  The  com- 
pany, with  the  consent  of  the  Department  of  Communications, 
may  build  a  terminal  of  the  road  on  the  Pacific — ^piers^  wharves^ 
and  warehouses  for  the  handling  of  merchandise, — ^and  may  charge 
ior  their  use  by  the  public  :i  moderate  schedule  i)t  rates,  to  be 
submitted  tor  approval  to  the  Department  of  Communications. 

The  plans  for  the  wharves  and  other  structures  shall  aUo  be 
submitted  tor  the  af)proval  ot  tlie  same  department. 

To  aid  the  construction  of  the  line,  the  Government  agrees  to 
pay  to  the  company  a  subvention  subject  to  certain  conditions. 

The  subsidized  length  of  the  line  is  600  kilometers. 

LAW  REGARDING  ARCHifiOLOGlCAL  MONUMENTS,  ETC. 

The  Mexican  Government  has  issued  an  Executive  decree 
looking  to  the  protection  and  preservation  oí  the  archa'ol{)j2;Ícal 
monuments  ot  the  country,  and  proliibitin^  the  exportation  ot* 
Mexican  antiquities,  idols,  or  manuscripts,  without  legal  authority. 

In  the  decree  archrrological  monuments  are  dehned  to  be  ruins 
of  cities.  Casas  Grandes,  troglodyte  habitations,  fortiñcations,  pal- 
aces, temples,  pyramids,  sculptured  rocks  or  those  with  inscriptions, 
and,  in  general,  all  ediñces,  which  under  any  circumstances,  maybe 
of  interest  in  the  study  of  the  civilization  and  history  of  the 
ancient  inhabitants  of  Mexico. 

The  decree  provides  for  the  making  of  a  complete  chart  of  the 
archîcological  íeatures  of  the  country.  The  destruction  or  injury 
of  such  monuments  is  constituted  an  otfense  against  the  law%  and 
is  punishable  by  im[>ris(mment  and  fine. 

Article  6  oí  the  decree  is  as  iollows: 

Mexican  antiquities,  manuscripts,  idols,  amulets,  and  other  objects  or  chattels 
w  hich  may  be  found  of  interest  tor  the  study  of  the  civilization  and  history  of 
the  aborigines,  and  ancient  settlers  of  America  and  especially  of  Mexico,  can 
not  be  exported  without  legal  authority. 
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NICARAGUA. 

LIST  OF  MINES,  THKIR  VALUE  AND  LOCATION. 

In  a  communication  addressed  to  the  Department  of  State, 
dated  May  la  Paul  Wiesike,  United  States  consul  at  Managua, 
incloses  the  following  list  of  mines  in  Nicaragua. 

By  a  recent  Executive  decree  all  material  necessary  tor  mining 
purposes  are  admitted  free  of  duty. 

Mtiitts  in  Nuaragua. 


Mine*  mnd  ownen. 


San  Francisco  Mining  Syndicate. 
Fcîbcr,  Frederico.  , . 

C'nldcrún,  Fr.ismo  

Compañía  M  iii<  ria  San  Juan  .... 

Compañía  M iiu  ria  Del  Golfo. . . . 

Cancro,  Rodolfo  

Randaics,  Ramón  j 

Avendano.  Dolores  1 

Etienne  &  Welis  

Ello.  Feullebais  &  Cia  { 

Conrnlrs,  Augustin  ........  . . ., 

Guerrero,  bcniciu  

Chamiier»,  J.  C,  depository  of 
J.  Ropers.  \ 

ohns,  Frank   ,  .1 

iriicnu/,  Rosario. .............  ,| 

arguesson,  H  

Cauffînann,  Fn-dcrico  

Tcst.imfnfiirin  dc  Miguel  L<itz.  . 

Mcynard,  Kmilio  

Carhiarotti,  Pietro.  

Vyver«  F  

WliitfoTd,  Manuél  


Value  of 

Total  value 

01  propcrrj 

$750.^5 

goo 

30,  (XX) 

2,  500 

9.500 

29.500 

3. 500 

5.730 

15, 000 

24. 300 

5,  000 

20,000 

41,  7CX) 

3,  000 

800 

3.  000 

7.418 

S.oou 

23. 075 

50*000 

55. 710 

6, 000 

I,  5fx> 

3.3*5 

8,  ooo 

3.  500 

i9,  000 

31. 140 

25,  000 

10,  000 

44. 4« 

9,  Ú00 

1,000 

5.527 

San  Luis,  Department  Léon. 
San  José  de  Aniláli. 
So tK at <  • ,  N  u e va  Segovia. 
Jiraru,  Nueva  S^ovia. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
(iran.ada. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Libenad. 

Chontales. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


In  a  recent  dispatch  from  San  Juan  del  Norte,  Consul  Thomas 

O'l  l.ARA  advises  the  Department  ot  State  that  the  steamers  of  the 
Royal  Mail  Strani  Packet  Company,  which  have  hitherto  mucte 
regular  stop>  at  that  port,  have  discontiniud  the  servit c  By  an 
arrangement  the  Atlas  .Steamship  Company's  steamers  will  in 
future  make  regular  semimonthly  calls  at  .San  Juan  del  Norte. 

The  consul  reports  the  total  value  of  the  shipments  from  that 
port  to  Europe  iot  the  6scal  year  ended  June  30,  1896,  to  have 
been  $516,267.93,  in  United  States  currency. 

On  June  5,  1897,  a  contract  was  signed  between  an  author- 
ized representative  of  the  Nicaraguan  Government  and  the  Atlas 
Steamship  Company,  whereby  the  exclusive  right,  for  thirty  years, 
is  given  to  the  above-named  company  tor  the  navigation  oí  die 
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Silico  Lagoon.  Tht*  company  also  lias  the  exclusive  ripht  for 
the  sanu'  period  to  construct  and  operate  tramways  and  railways 
along  the  bank,  oí  the  San  J  uan  River.  The  Government  binds 
itself  for  the  same  length  of  time  not  to  grant  subsidies  to  any 
other  steamship  line  navigating  Lake  Nicaragua.  The  Atlas 
Steamship  Company  is  an  English  corporation. 

The  contract  is,  in  most  respects,  similar  to  the  one  which  Mr. 
Pellas  has  had  with  the  Government  since  1894,  and  it  is  indeed 
the  successor,  by  virtue  of  purchase  of  the  vessels  and  other  property 
irom  Mr.  Pf.llas. 

In  his  dispatch  Consul  O'H  ak  \  raii  s  that  the  Atlas  Company 
will  probably  build  two  or  three  new  boats  for  the  San  Juan  River 
and  one  tor  the  lake,  and  he  suggests  that  American  builders  might 
do  well  to  make  an  effort  to  obtain  the  contracts. 

The  representatives  of  the  company  in  the  United  States  are 
Messrs.  Pim,  Forwood  &  Kellock,  24  State  street.  New  York. 


PERU. 

The  following  information  regarding  the  commercial  and 
industrial  conditions  existing  in  Peru  is  taken  from  a  general 
report  upon  that  country  for  1896,  made  to  the  British  Foreign 
Office  by  Consul  Alfred  St.  John  : 

Imports. 


Great  Miftin  

Germany    

Chile    

France   .  .. 

United  Sutes.  

lt»\y  

Brazil   ,  

Belgium  

China  

Ecuador  

Spain  

Australia   

India  

Unifruav  

Arirentina  

Utber  countries   

Total  


Value. 


189a. 

I99S. 

SoUs. 

Solfi. 

Sous. 

6, 289. 386 

5.  893.  204 

4.350,97» 

2.  8i)5.  760 

2,  642.  484 

1.957. 

2.  497. 000 

2.  383.000 

I,  470,  4M) 

I.  57''.  587 

I.  389.  398 

I,  (j-i^.  3:;(} 

1,323.876 

1,  124.  (705 

837.  562 

445.624 

4U.  '-^32 

293,  691 

440,  8 So 

443.  152 

481,  S20 

4(tó,  971 

687.  9S8 

489.  485 

539.  »73 

447.677 

396.  322 

92.  799 

86, 476 

54. 389 

109.  612 

89.  508 

54.  387 

49, 801 

M3.  392 

108. 774 

48.  782 

848.452 

ai7.54d  1 

«17 

I,  711 

2.  171 

895 

6,  526 

250,  (>oo 

326. 5S1 

50.  049 

16. 323,  OS5 

11,735.269 

'6m. 


4.  Its.  «3 

Í,  ?rKi,  105 
I,  479.  820 
1,  02S.  S03 
803,  106 

«98.  35» 
485.  «39 
411.522 
306.649 

57.6ia 
61, 728 
92.  592 
102,  S80 

94. 

3. <x>6 
601,  119 

ll>743>636 


.  ij  i^od  by  Google 


BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 

Exports. 


537 


To- 


Value. 


1B92. 


Solrs. 
5.  81 1.  973 

Chile  1  5,307,090 


Great  Britein. 


Germany, 

Coloniljia  

France  

Ecuador   

Central  America. 
United  States. . . . 
Brazil  

Italy  

Belgium  

Uruguay  

Argentina  

Other  countries. , 


Total 


I,  tit.  454 

706,  340 

534.  235 
813.  979 
686,400 
278. 016 

«69,  4t; 

3.  ^3 
«6,474 

340 
1.313 
1.906,454 


Sola. 
10,  601,  366 
2,551,000 
t,  23a,  762 

I.  539.  579 
580,  449 
502,  274 
257,  280 
T,  020.  2S4 
303. 716 
55.  620 
272 
28,646 


1,986,879 


16,657.148     19.9^.  "7 


1893. 


Sotes. 
9,  425,  900 
3, 402,  549 
1.028,280 

I,  371.040 
531.278 

514. 140 
250,  070 
908.314 
335.  636 
47.986 
171 


«894. 


Saies. 

6,  660,  000 

3.537.930 
768.000 

840,  000 
372,600 
360,  000 

ISO.  000 
1, 014, 000 
369,099 
33.606 


1, 269, 2SI 


19,084,645 


683, 400 


14. 758. 635 


Boring,  carpenters,'  and  builders'  tools  arc  now  imported  iroiii  the 
United  States  in  much  larger  quantities  than  was  the  case  tormcrly. 
Merchants  in  Peru  prefer  applying  to  the  United  States  for  these 
articles,  on  account  of  neatness  of  make,  cheapness,  and  mode 
of  packing.  Hand  plows  are  also  imported  from  the  United 
States,  as  it  appears  that  the  British  manuûcturer  is  either  unable 
or  unwilling  to  make  the  kind  of  plow  which  is  in  demand  in 
this  country.  Steel  sheets  of  inferior  quality,  but  which  answer 
the  purpose  for  which  they  are  required,  are  now  imported  from 
the  United  States  at  u  lower  price  than  is  paid  for  iron  sheets  t'roiii 
England.  Door  locks  are  an  important  article,  but  English  locks 
sent  to  this  countr\'  are  said  to  be  olci-ía>líU)ned  and  dearer  than 
American,  German,  and  French  locks  of  the  same  pattern.  The 
American  lock  appears  to  be  well  finished,  at  all  events  it  is  well 
varnished,  while  the  English  article  has  certainly  a  most  wretched 
appearance. 

It  has  already  been  mentioned  that  the  mode  of  packing  is  a 
matter  to  which  importance  is  attached.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
whatever  that  tools  and  hardware  imported  into  Peru  from  the 

United  States  and  Germany  are  better  packed  than  English 
goods.  It  would  seem  an  ea^y  nutter  to  bestow  more  care  upon 
such  triliinn;  derails,  if  it  be  true  that  the  success  or  loss  ut  a  par- 
ticular trade  may  often  turn  on  an  immaterial  circumstance. 
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P^nglish  beers  are  seldom  imported  now,  as  they  are  too  strong 
and  cost  much  more  than  tlic  light  German  and  Norwegian  beers 
which  are  so  greatly  in  demand  in  Peru.  Thirty  years  ago  large 
consignments  of  Bass's,  Alsop's»  and  Tennant's  ales  were  imported 
and  no  German  beers  were  imported.  Now  it  is  the  contrary. 
No  English  ales  are  imported  in  any  quantity.  Dublin  and 
London  stout  comes  in,  but  the  orders  are  insignificant  It  is 
certainly  remarkable  that  British  brewers  can  not  produce  the 
kind  oí  beer  whii-fi  is  wanted  in  South  America  by  those  who 
do  not  object  to  [xiy  a  high  price  tor  foreign  beer. 

It  may.  perhaps,  be  usetul  to  point  out  that  all  machinery 
imported  tor  agricultural  or  mining  purposes,  or  tor  factories, 
tbundriest  and  such  like  industries,  is  tiree  of  duty.  It  would  be 
more  correct  to  say  that  ^'machines'*  are  free«  rather  than  "ma- 
chinery," for  the  wording  of  the  tariff  is  "maquinas,"  not 
"maquinaria;**  and  to  be  exempt  from  duty  they  must  be 
imported  entire  (though  not  necessarily  pieced  together),  as  sepa- 
rate parts  of  machines  when  imported  alone  are  liable  to  import 
duty. 

SUGAR. 

Sugar  is  the  chief  produc  t  ot  Peru,  but  the  production  has 
ceased  to  have  the  great  im[>ortance  it  had  formerly.  The  most 
prosperous  period  was  from  1873  to  1878,  when  the  annual  pro- 
duction was  about  100,000  tons,  worth  over  ^2,000,000.  Sugar 
cane  is  cultivated  on  the  coast  of  Peru  from  latitude  3*'  to  In 
almost  all  the  valleys  comprised  within  that  zone  cane  üelds  are 
met  with.  According  to  a  good  authority,  the  total  yield  in  1894. 
of  the  sugar-producing  departments  was  as  follows  : 


1  J 

Department  of— 

Quantity. 

1 

300 

10,  oou 

22, 750 

4>300 

31,000 

Ocpoftmentof— 


lea  

Arequipa , 
Tacna  . . . , 


Total. 


Quantity. 

1,400 
250 


73,600 


The  actual  superficies  under  cultivation  is  computeci  at  about 
90,000  acres,  but  if  the  grazing  grounds  and  other  lands  belong- 
ing to  the  estates  be  taken  into  consideration  it  is  estimated  that 
the  total  area  devoted  to  the  sugar  industry  is  twice  as  large. 
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There  are  62  sugar  mills  and  21  employee]  m  the  nianutacture  of 
concrete  and  chancaca.  Several  foreij^n  supir  estates  companies 
have  been  tormed.  I  hesc  are  not  regarded  with  iavor,  on  the 
ground  that  they  absorb  an  industry  which  hitherto  was  ahiiost 
cxcl'jsivcly  in  the  hands  of  the  Peruvians,  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
many  an  estate  has  been  saved  firom  utter  ruin  by  being  taken  in 
hand  by  these  companies.  The  most  important  are  those  denom- 
inated Cartavio,  in  the  valley  of  Chicama  near  Trujillo;  the 
Peruvian  Sugar  Estates  Company  near  Chimbóte,  both  of  which 
are  registered  in  London  ;  Cas;i  Grande,  a  German  company,  and 
Roma,  an  Italian  undertaking,  whicli  are  also  situareci  in  the 
valley  of  Chicama.  The  whole  amo\jnt  oí  capital  invested  in 
the  sugar  industry,  including  lands,  machinery,  and  working  capi- 
tal, is  estimated  at  about  ¿3,500,000.  The  number  of  laborers 
and  others  engaged  in  this  industry  is  said  to  be  24,000.  In  the 
central  region  of  Peru  sugar  cane  is  grown  in  some  of  the  deep 
and  hot  ravines,  but  the  production  is  limited  to  the  requirements 
of  the  local  market,  which  are  necessarily  small.  In  the  interior 
prices  vary  greatly.  On  the  coast  a  quintal  of  sugar  is  worth 
only  1  OS.,  but  in  Huanuco  it  is  sold  for  ¿1,  in  Ayacucho  for  ¿2, 
and  in  Cuzco  for  as  much  as  /^2.  10s.  The  area  under  cultivation 
is  small.  The  laborers  are  predial  Indian^,  who  are  paid  in  kiiui; 
that  is  to  say,  in  coca  and  spirits.  I  ree  laourers  receive  about  40 
cents  a  da  v. 

The  total  annual  vield  of  the  re<rion  is  estimated  at  about 
1,730  tons,  much  of  which  is  used  ior  tiic  distillation  of  raw 

spirits. 

In  the  tropical  or  eastern  region  small  patches  of  sugar  cane 
are  found  in  many  parts  oí'  those  boundless  territories,  but  owing 
to  the  sparse  population  living  there  and  the  impossibility  of  dis- 
posing of  the  product,  the  yield  is  insignificant.  It  is  estimated 
at  about  360  tons.  Therefore  the  total  production  of  Peru  may 
be  stated  as  follows: 


I  Quantity.  | 


T«ns. 

Coast  region   72, 600 

Central  rcyion     r,  730 

Tropical  région  . ,   3í^>o 

Total   '    74,  690 

     _   # 
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From  a  report  received  ftom  Mr.  Dalmau,  acting  British 
vice-consul  at  Salaverry,  it  appears  rhat  the  production  in  1895 
ot  the  ianious  valleys  of  Chicama  and  Santa  Catalina  was  as 
follows  : 


Artlcln. 

Qmatity. 

Tms. 

I.  532 

Mr.  Dalmau  estiniatcd  tlie  production  ior  189Ó  at — 


1  Atttde*. 

7}ms. 
30^000 
3,000 

• 

Three  conditions  are  required  to  improve  the  sugar  industry  of 

Peru — better  machinery,  and  therefore  a  larger  ca}  it  il,  more  scien- 
tific methods,  and  a  larger  supply  of  labor.  Both  the  Chinese 
and  negro  laborers  are  gradually  becoming  extinct  and  are  diffi- 
cult to  replace,  inasmuch  as  the  inhabitants  in  the  interior  are 
unwilling  to  work  on  the  coast,  where  they  frequently  become 
consumptive.  The  labor  question  is,  indeed,  the  most  important 
problem  of  all  to  be  solved. 

MINING. 

There  are  3479  mining  claims  on  the  oiikial  list,  including 
metals  ot  all  kinds  (principally  silver)  and  petroleum,  though 
nothing  like  this  total  number  is  being  worked.  Each  claim 
pays  a  half-yearly  tax  of  15  soles.  The  proceeds  of  this  tax 
is  paid  over  to  the  Lima  School  of  Mines.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  gold  and  silver  in  bars,  metals  and  also  coin  are  exempt 
from  export  duty.  The  total  value  of  minerals  exported  from 
Peru  is  about  7,000,000  soles  per  annum,  which  is  about  double 
what  it  was  five  years  ago.  Much  of  this  increase  is  due  to  the 
introduction  of  the  system  called  "  lixiviation.'* 

A  national  mining  scxriety  (Sociedad  Nacional  de  Minería) 
has  lately  been  founded  in  Lima  to  represent  and  promote  its 
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mining 


interests.  Having  a  semi-official  standings  such  as  a 
chamber  of  commerce  possesses,  it  will  prove  to  be  a  useful 
medium  for  the  discussion  of  grievances  and  all  matters  of  min- 
ing interest  with  the  Government. 


GOLD. 

The  auriferous  deposits  of  Peru  are  in  all  probability  of  great 

importance,  but  the  gold  industry  has  been  neglected  hitherto. 
Sonif  ot  the  districts  where  the  richest  gold-bearing  quartz  veins 
or  alluvia  are  iound  are  very  difficult  of  access  at  present.  In  the 
Ama7onian  region  gold  is  tound  in  many  and  well-known  places, 
but  the  climate,  want  of  labor,  and  unfriendliness  of  the  Indian 
tribes  are  some  of  the  chief  obstacles  which  one  encounters. 

In  Sii  Charles  E.  Mansfield's  report,  published  in  the  year 
1890,  in  the  Miscellaneous  Series  (No.  167),  the  chief  auriferous 
deposits  of  Peru  are  indicated.  This  interesting  paper,  which  was 
compiled  from  the  most  reliable  sources,  contains  nearly  all  the 
information  available  upon  this  important  subject 

The  information  given  hereunder  is  the  substance  of  a  state- 
ment drawn  up  purposely  ibr  insertion  in  this  report  by-Mr.  E.J. 
Frew,  an  English  engineer  who  has  just  returned  from  Carabaya. 
His  description,  no  doubt,  contains  the  most  recent  and  most 
reliable  information  upon  the  subject  : 

It  may  be  usefiil  to  preface  my  remarks  upon  the  subject  by  indicacmg  how  to 
reach  the  gold  districts. 

The  foQowing  statement  of  distances  may  be  relied  upon  as  being  fûrly  accu- 
rate: 


Places. 


Time 

«tay). 


DiBUncc. 


By  railway: 

Moliendo-Arequipa  

Aiequipa-Juliaca  

Juliaca-Santa  Rosa  

On  mule  back: 

Santa  Rosa-N ufioa. ........ 

Nuñoa-Palca  

Palca-Macusani  

Macusani-Cuaza  

Coaza-Saco  

On  foot: 

Saco-Sachapata  

Sacli;» pata-Tambo  Pata  

Tambo  Pata-Tambo  Pampa. 

Tambo  Pampa-Coquini  . ... 

Coquini-River  Inambari . . . . 


AfiUs. 

189 
83 

18 
10 

27 
42 

«5 

13 
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From  the  river  Inambari  anv  point  in  the  Carahava  district  can  be  reached, 
i  ratiic  îrom  this  point  is  also  on  toot.  The  actuai  time  needed,  when  once  on 
the  road,  is  given  above»  but  it  is  very  seldom  that  one  would  go  through  with- 
out remaining  a  few  days  at  some  of  the  principal  stopping  places;  in  fact,  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  to  do  this  in  order  to  make  arrangements  for  Indian  car- 
riers and  guides  who  have  to  carry  the  goods  and  necessaries  from  these  places, 
as  it  is  impossible  to  get  anything  of  tlüs  kind  fiurther  in.  $pea)ung  generally, 
the  roads  are  not  bad  until  Saco,  although  in  places  they  arc  far  from  good. 
The  altitude  varies  from  4*356  meters  (14,093  feet)  in  Macusani  to  5,783  meters 
(12,294  fecr)  in  Coaza,  and  about  the  same  in  Saco. 

The  climate  is  exceedingly  good,  the  rainfall  is  heavv,  bur  fevers  arc  unknown, 
although  it  really  }«:  a  tropical  climate.  The  temperature  vanes  from  about  70°  F. 
in  the  evenings  to  90  F.  in  the  shade  in  the  davtime  and  I  30°  F.  in  the  sun.  This 
is  an  average,  but,  of  course,  there  arc  exceptional  iimes  when  it  is  colder  and 
warmer. 

Nearly  every  known  class  of  wood  grows,  such  as  ironwood,  walnut, 
mahogany,  and  several  kinds  of  soft  woods,  but  on  account  of  having  no  saw- 
ing machinery  it  b  of  little  value  as  planks,  though  in  case  of  necessity  these 
are  sawed  out  by  hand,  but  it  serves  admirably  as  props  for  the  mines  and  posts 
and  frameworks  for  the  houses.  Most  of  the  latter  are  only  huts,  with  no  floor 
except  earth,  and  are  usually  **lean-to*'s,  with  framework  of  posts  or  palms.  It 
is  seldom  that  the  fronts  or  sides  arc  covered,  but  good  roofs  of  palm  leave? 
arc  ii"=cd  to  Iccep  out  the  rain.  It  is  surprising,  however,  how  comfortable 
these  huts  can  be  made.  Other  houses  are  built  up  off  the  ground  on  posts, 
but  these  arc  usually  for  people  of  means  or  owners  of  mines. 

Animal  life  may  be  said  to  be  scarce,  though  more  can  be  heard  than  seen  ot 
it  in  the  thick  forest.  The  most  plentiful  of  birds  is  the  parrot,  which  is  seen 
of  every  shade  and  color  ;  and  of  animals,  the  monkey.  Over  the  monntún 
KMds  to  Inambari  there  are  vicufia,  alpaca,  deer,  Inscachos,  partridges,  ducks,  etc. 

The  natives,  known  as  "Chunchos,"  are  seldom  seen.  They  are  perfectly 
undvilized,  and  in  many  instances  parties  have  been  surprised  and  killed  by 
them;  their  weapons  are  bows  and  arrows  made  of  ironwood.  It  is  pre- 
sumed that  as  civilization  enters  these  parts  the  "Chanchos,"  or  Indians,  will 
retire  further  into  the  interior. 

PETROLEUM. 

The  petroleum  industry  in  the  north  of  Peru  originated  some 
thirty  years  ago,  oil  having  been  discovered  by  drilling  for  water 
on  the  Mancora  estate,  near  Payta.  During  that  period  six 
different  undertakings  have  been  started,  but  so  ùx  without  giving 

satisfactory  results.    Two  kerosene  factories  exist  on  this  coast 

I  hc  kerosene  produced  <^\\  es  a  dull  light,  smokes, and  can  not  bear 
comparist)n  with  Amcriciin  ki  loscne,  which  fetches  from  8  to  9 
soles  the  case,  while  the  former  has  to  be  sold  at  from  2  soles 
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(  cents)  to  3  soles  the  case  ot  10  gallon.^,  uiui  only  serves  for 
street  lighting.  Vrom  /,4.000,00o  to  / ^,000,000  have  been 
spent  on  the  several  umlertakings  without  producing  in  any  single 
case  a  fair  return.  Hundreds  ot  wells  have  been  sunk,  some 
resulting  in  ñowing,  others  in  pumping  wells,  oil  being  ibund  at 
a  depth  varying  from  250  to  600  feet,  but  all  have  run  dry  after 
a  veiy  short  flow.  Experts  ürom  the  United  States  have  carefully 
examined  the  land  north  and  south  of  Payta  and  have  given  it  as 
their  opinion  that,  in  spite  of  abundant  surface  indications  all  over 
the  district,  no  oil  of  any  importance  is  likely  to  be  found. 

INDIA  RUBBER. 

India  rubber  is  the  })rincipal  product  exported  from  the  Ama- 
zonian region  ot  Peru.  According  to  statistics  published  Iiere 
by  a  financial  paper,  the  quantity  exported  in  1894  was  1*294. 
tons,  valued  at  ^179*437,  but  according  to  Mr.  Rhind's  report 
on  the  production,  commerce,  and  finances  of  the  States  of  Ama* 
zonas  and  Pará  for  1895,  the  quantity  of  the  rubber  exported 
from  Peru  through  Pará  during  that  year  was  only  783  tons^ 
valued  at  about  /145,00a  No  doubt  Mr.  Rhind's  statement  is 
the  correct  one.  Of  late  a  considerable  decrease  in  the  export  of 
this  product  appears  to  have  taken  place,  as  in  1890  as  much  as 
1,163  tons  were  exported  via  Pará. 

COTTON. 

Mr.  Vice*Consttl  Blacker  reports  as  follows: 

The  culcivacion  of  cotton  in  the  department  oi  Piura  is  entirely  dependent 
on  th«  flooding)  of  the  rivers  Chira  and  Piura,  which  act  on  a  verys  mall  scale 
as  the  River  Nile  in  Egypt  before  its  waters  were  controlled  by  artificial  means. 

Floods  of  any  importance  only  take  place  at  intervals  of  from  six  to  seven 
years,  when  every  available  acre  of  ground  is  planted  by  its  owner  with  cotton^ 
and  when  the  plants  have  once  taken  root  their  tap  root  will  follow  the  moisture 
produced  by  the  flood  as  it  gradually  retires  from  the  surface  to  a  depth  of  12 
to  15  feet  until  it  strikes  the  moisture  produced  by  filterings  from  the  river*s 
natural  leve!.  The  plants  produce  two  rrop"?  per  year,  in  June  and  December, 
and  continue  vicklintr  two  crops  until  the  nc.vt  flood  may  take  place,  when  they 
arc  cut  down  and  new  ones  planted  in  their  place.  The  Piura  cotton  is  of  a 
long  staple  and  quallhcd  as  rouch  in  compari on  \\  \th  the  American  short-staple 
soft  cotton,  and  is  used  both  in  England  and  the  United  States  for  mixing  with 
woolen  fabrics,  and  generally  fetches  about  double  the  price  of  American  cotton. 
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The  cultivation  of  cotton  by  artificial  irrigation  Kas  been  tried  and  &Ued,  owing 
in  a  great  measure  to  the  in«ecuricy  of  the  river  banks,  which  are  subject  to  be 
cut  away  and  the  river  to  change  its  course  to  a  considerable  extent  in  twenty- 
four  hours.  Several  schemes  have  proved  unsuccessful  owing  to  these  circum- 
stances. The  bed  of  the  river  is  sandy,  the  top  soil  in  general  not  deep,  hence 
it  easily  gets  saturated  by  the  floods  and  is  carried  off  at  a  short  notice  by  the 
river  and  a  useless  bank  left  in  its  place. 

The  cotton  exported  from  Peru  in  1895  has  been  estimated  at 
5,500  tons,  valued  at  ^1 18,000. 

COFFEE. 

The  production  ot  coffee  is  increasing,  and  bids  fair  to  become 
one  of  Peru's  staple  articles.  The  great  coffee-producing  district 
is  com[)osrd  ot  thr  Chanchamayo,  Prrene,  Paucarbumbo,  and  Rio 
Colorado  valleys,  which  arc  all  connected  by  paths  with  the  vil- 
lage of  La  Merced,  the  most  eastern  inhabited  spot  in  that  part  of 
Peru.  The  iall  in  the  value  of  this  product  during  1896  caused 
naturally  some  misgivings  among  the  producers;  however,  this 
alarm  does  not  appear  to  rest  on  a  well-founded  basis,  ibr  the 
coffee  they  produce  being  of  an  excellent  quality  a  rise  may  take 
place  at  any  time.  The  chief  diíHculties  are  means  of  transport 
and  labor,  both  of  which  are  undoubtedly  serious  drawbacks. 
During  the  year  1895  the  total  quantity  of  coffee  exported  from 
Peru  was  about  1.066  tons,  The  exports  from  the  Huanuco  and 
Chanchamayo  districts  in  1896  amounted  to  704  tons.  The  pro- 
duction during  1896  must  have  been  at  least  equal  to  that  of 
1895,  but  it  is  not  yet  known  how  many  tons  were  exported  from 
Pacasmayo,  Pisco,  and  Salaverry  during  last  year. 

WOOL  TRADE. 

A  Peruvian  newspaper  has  published  statistics  in  order  to  show 
that  the  wool  trade  was  declining,  and  called  on  the  Government 

to  investigate  the  cause  of  this  alleged  falling  off  in  one  of  the 
most  important  branches  of  national  production.  Considerable 
trouble  has  b<-en  taken  to  procure  data  iruin  private  sources  in  order 
to  ascertain  whetlicr  there  were  any  grounds  tor  this  statement,  but 
the  intormation  which  has  been  procured,  and  which  is  absolutely 
accurate,  shows  that  there  is  none.  For  the  last  fifteen  years  the 
exportation  of  alpaca  has  averaged  about  30,000  bales,  weighing 
from  350  to  400  pounds  each,  a  year.   The  whole  of  the  shipments 
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go  to  Great  Britain.  It  has  not  been  possible  to  obtain  similar 
inforaiation  respecting  sheep's  wool,  but  it  is  not  believed  that  any 
diminution  in  the  exports  has  taken  place  during  the  last  lew  years. 

COCAINE, 

There  are  ten  cocaine  factories  in  Peru — ñve  in  Huanuco,  one 
in  the  Monzon  district,  one  in  the  Puzuzo  district,  two  in  Lima, 
and  one  in  Calláo. 

Of  late  the  production  of  this  valuable  alkaloid  is  said  to  have 

decreased.  This  decrease  is  accounted  tor  by  the  tact  that  its 
extraction  is  cheaper  abroad,  as  is  proved  by  the  increase  oí  the 
exports  ot  coca  leaves. 

The  tbl lowing  table  shows  the  quantity  and  values  ot  cocaine 
exported  from  1891  to  1895: 


y«mr. 


I 

1892. 

1894. 
1895. 


QuHntity. 


Valiw. 


Kihs. 

1.  730 
3.215 
4.S50 

2.  357 
4,716 

3.407 


/"la 6,  000 
643, 000 
910,000 
471,  800 
943, 200 
600,940 


1895    I    3,407       600,940  I 

The  quantity  and  value  of  coca  leaves  exported  from  1891  to 
1894  were  the  following: 


V«ar. 

Yahie. 

Kttos. 

"8, 543 

£9AJ,  473 

388. 465 

574,  396 

1    1893  .... 

390t  955 

707.  792 

37a.  360 

7<*.586 

MAIZE. 

Maize  is  extensively  grown  in  Peru,  where  it  is  the  article  of 

tood  ot  the  Indian  popuhition,  which  is  estimated  at  nearly 

2,000,000.    The  best  kind  is  raised  in  the  mountain  region.  In 

£u:t,  the  maize  obtained  from  Urubamba,  in  the  department  of 

Cuzco,  is  Êunous,  and  has  been  exhibited  in  Europe.  The 

Arequipa  maize  is  also  of  excellent  quality.   In  the  province  of 

Chancay«  where  this  plant  is  used  for  fattening  pigs,  and  in  the 

valley  of  Arequipa,  guano  is  used  fbr  its  cultivation. 
Bull.  Ko.  4  3 


.  J  i^od  by  Google 


546 


BUREAU  OP  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


SALT. 

The  importation  of  salt  into  Peru  is  now  prohibited.  A  duty 
oí  5  cents  per  kilogram  was  imposed  in  1896  on  native  salt  used 
for  domestic  purposes,  and  of  1  cent  if  for  manuÊicturing  purposes^ 
in  which  case  it  is  rendered  unfit  for  culinary  uses.    The  State 

reserves  to  itself  the  privilege  of  exporting  that  article.  The  pro- 
ceeds c)t  tliis  onerous  tax  are  to  be  clcvotcd  to  rlic  îund  w  hich  is 
collected  ior  the  jnirjio^r  of  paying  to  Chile  the  amount  stipulated 
in  the  treaty  of  peace  between  Peru  and  Cliile  in  the  event  ot  the 
provinces  of  Tacna  and  Arica  beingrestored  to  the  former  Republic. 
The  levying  of  this  tax  has  been  resisted  by  tlie  Indian  population 
in  some  districts  of  the  department  of  Ayacucho.  Serious  disturb* 
anees  have  occurred  in  consequence. 

According  to  an  official  statement  the  quantity  of  salt  exported 
annually  is  about  6,000  tons,  and  the  annual  home  consumption  is 
about  35,000  tons. 

VINEYARDS. 

This  branch  ot' cultivation  is  ac(|uiring  considerable  iniporrance 
in  Peru.  The  vine  is  <  ultivated  in  the  department  of  Lima  on  a 
small  scale,  but  in  tlie  departments  ot  icaand  Moquequa  there  arc 
large  vine-clad  areas. 

The  muscatel  grapes  are  extensively  cultivated  in  the  latter  de» 
partment,and  from  their  juice  a  highly-appreciated  liquor,  known 
as  **  Italia,"  is  made.  An  inferior  liquor,  known  as  ^  Pisco."  is 
largely  drunk.  These  spirits  are  usually  conveyed  in  amphora* 
shaped  earthen  vessels.  Italia"  is  exported  to  the  nei^boring 
republics  and  small  consignments  have  been  sent  to  Europe.  At 
first  it  is  not  relished,  but  those  who  care  for  spirits  take  to  it 
easily  after  a  short  trial.  It  has  a  delicate  aroma  which  is  (^uite 
peculiar  to  it.  and  it  i>  quite  possible  that  when  it  becomes  better 
known  in  Europe  a  taste  for  it  may  be  acquired. 

Red  and  white  wines  are  also  made  in  this  country,  and  their 
consumption  is  foirly  lar^e.  They  are  cheap  enough,  but  the  red 
wines  as  a  rule  are  decidedly  of  an  inferior  quality.  They  are  too 
acid.  The  white  wines  are  quite  drinkable,  but  susceptible  of 
great  improvement.  In  fact,  all  red  wines  made  from  grapes 
grown  on  the  South  Pacific  Coast  are  eithei*  too  acid  or  too  heavy 
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Iroiii  excess  of  alcohol,  while  some  of  the  white  wines  can  be 
classified  as  éürly  good  ones. 

The  duty  on  foreign  wines  being  excessive,  the  bulk  of  the 
wine-drinking  population  must  content  themselves  with  acid  wine. 
Bolivia  has  perceived  the  advantage  of  allowing  her  inhabitants 
to  drink  good  wines,  and  reduced  the  duty  on  French  wines  to  a 
very  insignificant  figure.  The  result  is  that  at  La  Paz  good 
wines  at  a  reasonable  cost  can  be  obtained,  while  in  Peru  a  good 
borrlr  oí  wine  is  a  luxury  conhned  to  the  wealthy  classes.  It 
would  be  well  if  this  country  adopted  the  same  policy  Bolivia 
in  this  case.  The  producers  of  acid  wine  would  naturally  com- 
plain of  this  interterence  with  their  industry,  but  the  public  at 
large  would  appreciate  it. 

WHEAT. 

Forty  thousand  tons  of  wheat  are  imported  from  Chile  yearly. 
Canadian  wheat  is  said  to  be  superior  to  that  of  Chile,  but  the 
freight  from  Chile  by  sailing  vessel,  which  is  as  low  as  4  soles  per 
ton,  as  well  as  the  nature  of  the  currency  in  which  the  produce  is 
paid  ibr,  viz.  ^old  dollars  worth  only  about  do  not  allow  any 

room  tor  competition  at  present.  Moreover,  a  reciprocal  commer- 
cial arrangement  between  Chile  and  Peru  concerning  the  admis- 
sion of  their  respective  produce 'free  of  duty  has  often  b(  (  ti  talked 
of  as  one  of  the  means  whereby  the  two  countries  might  adjust 
some  of  their  differences.  In  spite  of  the  apparently  insurmount- 
able difficulties  the  establishment  of  a  line  between  Canada  and 
this  part  of  the  world  and  changes  in  other  conditions  might  at 
a  future  time  afford  an  opportunity  of  competing  with  Chilean 
wheat,  and,  theretbre,  this  jiiatter  should  not  be  lost  sight  of. 

OPIUM. 

It  is  singular  that,  nocwichstanding  the  fact  that  the  numbers  of  the  Chinese 
residing  in  Peru  are  decreasing  rapidly,  the  consumption  of  opium  appears  to 
be  increasing.  The  only  explanation  is  that  the  contraband  trade  which  is 
known  to  lu  carried  on  in  that  commodity  has  been  checked  to  some  extent. 
The  subjoined  cable  shows  the  number  of  kilograms  imported  from  1S87  to  1892: 


Year. 


I 

1S86, 


i  18S7, 


!  1689. 


Quanuty.  |  Year.  Quantity. 


A"//'".  A'r/ús. 

15,284    3l|865  ¡ 

«4,474  1891   «4.  "O  , 

19,591  1893  .'   30.683  I 
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INSURANCE  COMPANIES. 

The  Congress  of  189^  passed  a  law  prohibiting  insurance  com* 
panics  to  carry  on  their  business  in  Peru  unless  30  per  cent  of 
the  capital  employed  in  this  country  was  deposited  in  bonds, 
cash,  or  shares  in  a  company  of  good  standing.  Before  the  passing 
of  this  law  ail  the  foreign  insurance  companies  having  agencies  in 
Lima  petitioned  Congress  praying  that  the  bill  which  was  then 
uiiiln  discussion  might  not  become  law,  but  their  petition  was 
unheeded.  Whereu{)uii  twenty-eight  companies,  of  which  twenty 
were  British,  withdrew  their  agencies, 

NATIONAL  MANUFACTURES  AND  COOLY  LABOR. 

There  are  only  a  tew  manufactures  in  the  cf)untry  wlncii 
deserve  to  be  mentioned.  Onr  of  the  mo^r  i;iip<>r^;iiit  is  the  factory 
of  the  Peruvian  Cotton  Manulucturing  Company,  of  Vitarte, 
near  Lima.  In  1895  production  was  2,750,000  }  ards.  There 
is  a  cloth  manufactory  In  Lima  which  is  said  to  bt  doing  a  good 
business,  but  the  annual  output  is  uni&nown.  There  are  also 
textile  &ctories  at  Ica  and  Arequipa. 

There  are  several  breweries  in  Peru.  There  is  one  in  Lima 
belonging  to  an  English  company,  which  is  doing  business  on  a 
large  scale. 

1  here  are  also  biscuit,  soap,  match,  and  sundry  other  ^ctories 
in  the  capital. 

UNITED  STATES. 

TRADE  WITH  LATIN-AMERICA. 

MONTHLY  STATEMENT  OP  IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS. 

Following  is  the  latest  monthly  statement,  from  figures  com- 
piled by  the  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Ignited  States  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, W0RTHIN6TON  C.  Ford,  Chiefi  showing  the  trade  between 
United  States  and  the  Latin- American  countries  in  leading  arti- 
cles. The  statement  is  for  the  month  of  July,  iBgj^  corrected  to 
September  2, 18(^7.  It  should  be  explained  that  the  figures  from 
the  various  custom-houses  showing  imports  and  exports  for  any 
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one  month  are  not  received  at  the  Treasury  Department  until 
about  the  20th  of  the  following  month,  and  some  time  is  necessa- 
rily consumed  in  compilation  and  printing  ;  so  that  the  returns  for 
July,  for  example,  are  not  published  until  some  time  early  in 
August  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  with  the  special  cooperation 
of  the  Bureau  of  Statistics  the  Monthly  Bulletin  will  be  enabled 
to  furnish  its  readers  every  month  widi  the  figures  of  leading  arti- 
cles in  the  Latin-American  trade  in  advance  of  their  official  pub- 
lication by  the  United  States  Treasury. 


Imports  and  Exports,  J^y»  ^<^7' 
IMPORTS  OF  MERCHANDISE  BY  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


ArdiClM  and  Gouatriei. 

-•  •  •  

July. 

■896. 

Qtmntities. 

Values. 

Qnaaitíties. 

Values. 

Luiivvood  ^tons),  iiuportcii  from — 

>  43 

$1,  390 
4.  380 

557 
I,  144 

$17.  657 
19,  009 

2,352 
5.480 

47. 926 
i3»o6a 

9S8 
10, 719 

í6, 379 
31,35* 

C():il.  bituminous  (tons) — 

Cocoa,  etcipoands) — 

644,  aoi 
56.74s 

95.014 
1. 182,070 

I. 238, 126 
941.484 
292,  6i)7 
27,  740,  220 

7. 153.483 

42. 082 

3.857 

^393 
4,t3« 

9.  389 
107,  558 

190, 152 
167. 105 
40.  154 
3. 503,  583 
1,066,704 

4.  764 

245.358 

145.300 

144.979 

103,413 

58,  498 
8,419 

3. 937 
110 

325.061 
•45.033 

108,  270 

1.377.  124 

3. 444.  231 
I,  340,615 
2g5,  128 
32,  385.  694 

6, 5*9.  «57 

96, 483 

5.052 

33.241 
13.56» 

10.  748 
133. 288 

492, 607 
172.  507 
36, 226 
2,439.266 
909^ 3«9 

11.364 

333,  716 

132,040 
331,  367 

Coffee  (pounds)— 

Cotton,  unmanufactured  (pounds) — 

Fibers  : 
SisaJ  grass  (tons) — 

Banana!;  ; 

76,  391 
3.781 

683 

223 

Oranges  : 

Rritish  West  Indies  

Cuba   

Hides  and  skins  (pounds^ 

112,942 
617, 596 
293, 962 

«,  255, 163 

1 

14.013 
68, 359 

24,  fi22 

440,  3Si> 

129,  l6i 
948, 279 
736.  798 
3, 228, 475 

17.  323 
114, 246 

63.  320 
544. 5S5 
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Imports  and  Exports,  J^y>  i8çi — Continued. 
IMPORTS  OF  MERCHANDISE  BY  THE  UNITED  STATES-^ontinued. 


ArtktM  «ud  OonntriM. 


India  rubber,  crude  (pounds) — 

Central  America  

Mexico  

West  Indies  

Hrazil  , 

Other  South  America  

Lead,  pigs,  bars,  etc.  (pounds)— 
Mexico  

Sugar  : 

Not  above  No.  i6  Dutch  standard 
(pounds) — 
Central  America  

Moxiro   

West  Indies:' 

British  

Cuba  

Other  West  ladies  

Brazil  

Other  South  America  

Tobacco,  leaf  (pounds): 

^í('xi^<1  ........................ 

(.'iih.i  , 

Wood,  ni.diogany  (M  íeet): 

Central  Atuerica  

Mexico  

Cuba  , 

Other  West  Indies  

South  America  

Wools  (pou tul ■i) — • 
South  America- 
Class  t  

Class  s    

Class  3   


July. 


i«96. 


S8, 713 

12. 95» 

2.431 
825,  230 
loi,  697 

tS.  i»3f  573 


«9. 506. 537 


$33»  068 

4.  349 
916 

321. 235 

40,619 

144.896 


7>3S5 
584,478 


7 1 ,  -JO  1 ,  070   1 ,  498,  802 


2,  727,  252 

25,046 
263,498 

516 
965 
14 


933,  3I« 


42.  214 
678,955 

7.  421 
108, 626 

13,  S23 
34,603 
600 


175 


16,230 


S9<j.  «jS2  1     yr,  562 


Quantities. 

Vatwcs. 

52.  209 
8.  632 

$3T,89S 

2,  760 

I,  7'^'"'.  '^72 
56,  6au 

841, 27Ò 
33,  76S 

S37»724 

S.49O 

S9.  «25 

16*939.427 

4, 072,  389 
II,  208.  282 

300.303 

82,  501 
205,  303 

21,  673,  819 

•  •  •  • 

447.944 

54.  081 
I4>»  527 

18.  lOI 

184, 19* 

.9 
367 

740 
17.678 

3 

10 

184 

778 

836, 166 
So,  564 
764.817 

91.860 

9.391 

67, 14« 

EXi^OKlS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE  FROM  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Agricultural  inipleinents: 
Exported  to — 
Central  American  States  and 
British  Honduras  

Mc-XÍlO  

Santo  Domingo  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Other  West  Indies  and  Bermuda 

Aix'ciuina  

lirazil   

Colombia  

Other  South  America  

Hunks,  maps,  engravings,  and  other 
printed  matter: 
Central  American  States  and  Brit* 
ish  Honduras  1 


ti.293 

9,930 
191 
408 


692 

34.  764 
56O 
930 

7. 044 


3, 380 


I463 

10, 245 
170 
1,056 

130 
331 

«8.  47<) 
993 
493 

io.3'5 


1,688 
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Imports  and  Exports,  July,  lêçf — Continued. 
EXPORTS  OP  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE.  ETC-^Continued. 


Aiticlea  Kod  CouoUics. 


July. 


QiisBtitica. 


Books,  maps,  engravings,  and  other 

printed  matter — Continued. 

Mexico  

Sautu  Domingo  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico.  

Other  West  Indies  nnd  Bermuda. . 

Argentina  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Oilier  South  America  .*  

Bread  stuffs  : 
Corn  (bushels) — 

Central  American  States  and 
British  Honduras.  

Mexico  ..  

Sanio  Dumingo  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico.  

Other  West  Indies  and  Bermuda . 

South  A iiu'rica  

Wheat  (bu-iht  ls)— 

Central   Amtrican  States  and 
British  Honduras  

Mexico  

West  Indies  and  Bermuda  

South  America  ................ 

Wheat  flour  (barrels)— 

C(  nir:il    American   States  and 
British  Honduras  

Mexico  ,  

Santo  Domingo  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Other  West  Indies  and  Bermuda. 

Braxtl  

Colombia  

Other  South  .America  

Carriages,  c  rs.  other  vehicles,  and 

parts  of  : 
Central  American  States  and  Brit- 

ish  Honduras  

Me.Kico.  

Santo  Domingo  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Other  West  Indies  and  Bermuda  . 

Argentina  

Brasil  

Colombia  

Other  South  America  

Cycles,  and  parts  of: 
Central  American  States  and  Brit- 
ish Honduras  

Moxico  


9.174 
358.715 
IS 

101,098 


<io.935 
a.  740 


9.  771 


$10. 227 
67 
7,136 
68 
1.656 
I.  137 

3.  630 
4.68$ 

7.155 


4.^3 

142. 213 
12 

39.369 


1897. 


finanUUcs. 


96, 013 
It  osa 


7. 172 


45 
140 


29. 475 
1.604 

2. 154 
15.  205 
5,  020 

84.t>93 
78, 778 

15.  3Sy 
35.405 


Santo  Domingo. 


38 
94 


105,  900 

5.  57i> 
8.  178 

53.  368 
17.  756 
304.605 
314.  «4* 

121,  024 


16, 861 
100,060 
798 

335 
290 

10. 241 
6.  407 

10,655 

3,  001 
3.414 


1.748 

7,  265 
IS 


15.504 

^■i.  4'/' 
105 

90,923 


64. 53S 
10,613 


?.  350 


112 

379. 89a 


16. 070 

3.  836 
8.  390 
16,  200 
69,  57$ 

48. 530 

12. 705 
25,9i>6 


Values. 


$15.652 
37 
487 
69 
1.683 
316 
21,380 
600 

a,  171 


8,307 
a8, 326 
40 
7. 713 


23, 182 
4.097 

4.  861 


106 
3x0. 288 


70,293 
5,884 

17. 933 
38.433 
69.  740 
288.  375 
2Tg.  S49 

54.  270 
121,033 


2.  25S 
83,926 
1.671 

336 

41 

6,  22t 
2,050 

5.  393 
I.  007 
8,8l6 


880 
8.276 

a75 
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Imparts  and  Exports,  July,  /á|(77<— Continaed. 
EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE.  ETC.—Coniinued. 


Article*  and  OoniitfiM. 


1896. 


Qtiantitics, 


Cycles,  and  parts  oí — Continued. 

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico. . .   

Other  West  Indies  and  Bermuda . . 

Argentina  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Other  South  America  

Coal  (tons): 
Central  American  ^les  and  Brit. 

ish  Honduias  

Mexico  

Santo  Domingo  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Other  Wt  st  Indies  and  Bermuda. .  . 

Bra/i  

Colombia  

Other  South  America  

Cotton,  and  manufactures  of  doth— 
Central  American  &atetnnd  Brit- 
ish Honduras  

Mexico  

Santo  Domingo  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico    

Other  West  Indies  and  iiiermuda. . , 

Argentina  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Other  South  Ameiica  

Other  manufactures^* 
Wearing  apparel  : 

Central  Am  ri    n  States  and 
British  Honduras  

Mexico  

Santo  Domingo  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Other  West  Indies  and  Bermuda. 

Argentina  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Other  South  America  

Iron  and  steel,  and  manufactures  of  : 
Builders'  hardware  and  saws  and 
tools — 

Central  American  States  and 
British  Honduras  


221 
17.  734 

377 
18.917 
I 

10,  198 


107 


957. 555 
538, 54S 

atç,  953 

4. 050 

10. 730 

363, 148 

707.  863 
570,078 
1,873,006 


Mexico  

Santo  Domingo  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Other  West  Indies  and  Bermuda,  j 
Argentina  i 


Values. 


•695 

238 

3.  469 
291 

2,527 
2,801 

S,440 


960 
57.  508 
1,  671 
46,  S20 
6 

24.  947 


401 


49.4Ï5 
33. 367 
to,  ^69 

689 

Si  I 

53.  <>34 
3t.  139 
54. 054 
28, 059 
100,416 


25.  878 
«I.  55» 

3.772 
5.486 

73 
7.477 
4.  152 
9.  200 

2,977 
4.865 


»5.365 
126, 055 

1.578 
5,90a 

5.  745 
15, 8S0 


1897. 


Quantities. 


286 

27,041 
16 
9,087 
4 

4.  <i97 
3.493 
3.650 
498 


895. 
546, 

155. 
10, 

I, 

1,025, 
258. 

671- 
34*». 
1,653. 


219 
384 

514 

368 
700 
28S 

904 

716 
654 
ozo 


Values. 


$1, 197 

170 

7.44t 
3,893 


<,S36 
3,533 

967 
88, 833 

105 

21.338 
37 

12.  743 
19,  212 
8.  168 

1, 198 
48. 6X3 

34,019 

7.459 

1.366 

338 
54.495 
to.  754 

41.  764 
19.40» 
77.381 


20,911 
30,867 

657 
660 
142 

7, 353 
I,  fo8 

5.  321 
3,816 
3.310 


6,445 

B4.4^4 
959 
7.  672 
843 
4.  105 
".495 
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Imports  and  Exports,  July,  iSçy — Continued. 
EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE.  ETC.—Coniinued. 


Aitkle*  and  Gonntiteii 


Quantities.       Values.  Quantitic*. 


Iron  and  steel,  and  manufactures 
of — Continued. 
Builders'  hardware  and  saws  and 
tool  s— Continued. 

Brazil    

Colombia  

Other  Sodth  America  

Sewing  machines,  and  pans  oí — 
Central  A  merican Statesand  Brit* 

ish  Honduras  

Mexio>  

Santo  Domingo  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Other  West  Indies  and  Bermuda. 

Argentina  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Other  South'  America  

Typewritinii  machines,  and  parts  of: 
C  entral  American  States  and 

British  Honduras  

Mexico  

Santo  Domingo  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Other  West  Indies  and  Ber- 
muda ' 

Argentina  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Other  South  America  

Leather,  sole  (i)ounds): 

West  indies  and  Bermuda  

South  America  

Leather,  other  : 

Central  American  States  and  Brit- 
i  SÎ1  H  onduras  ................. 

Mexico  

Santo  Domingo  

Cuba  .   

Puerto  Rico  

Other  West  Indies  and  Bermuda. . 

Afjgentina  

Brazil  

Colombia   

Other  South  America  

Naval  stores  (barrels): 

Central  Amciican  States  and  Brit- 
ish iiunduras  

Mexico  

Santo  Domingo  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Other  West  Indies  and  Bermuda. . . 
Argentina  


$21,964  ' 

9.  977  ' 


5. 097 
10, 204 
240 

S" 
193 

a,  706 

26g 

1 3, 316 

•1.577 
9.  564 


193 
4.  783 


950 


3,054 
X,  106 


801 
1, 171 
189 

545 

359 

599 
«94 


420 

2.356 
41 
13 
230 

1,000 


1, 125 
327 
286 

554 
6 
295 
210 


.239 
185 
491 


2,  891 
1, 002 
811 
I,  128 
II 
706 
409 


4.079 
400 


397 
471 

353 
194 

23 
Soo 
900 
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Imports  and  Exports,  ^SÇ7 — Continued. 

EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE.  ETC.— Continued. 


AxtidcB  and  ConntricB. 


Naval  stores  (barrels^Conllnued. 

Brazil  

Colombia  

Other  South  America  

Turpentine,  spirits  of  (gallons)— 

Central  American  States  and 
British  Honduias  

McKico  

Santo  Domioffo  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Other  West  Indiesand  Bermuda. 

Argentina  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Other  South  America  

Oils: 

Mineral»  crude,  including  all  natu- 
ral oils,  without  regard  to 
(gravity  (gallons) — 

Mexico  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  


July. 


i8g6. 


Qnantities. 


Total   13. 879, 83S 


6.454 
1.355 
4*969 


I,  041 
560 
6S 
5.053 
3«io 
I.  O90 
35.800 

7.  140 
840 
21,  36$ 


797.  756 
639.370 
ttow  7n 


Values. 


Mineral,  refined  or  manufactured,  | 

not  includinff  residuum  iuiills.; 

Central  American  States  and 
British  Honduras  

Mexico  

Santo  Dominijo  

('uba  

Puerto  Rico  

Other  West  Indies  and  Ber- 
muda  

.Argentina  

Brazil   

Colombia  

Other  South  America  

Vegrt.iM(  — 

Cotton-seed  oil  (gal Ions)— 

Central  American  States  and 
British  Honduras  

Mexico  

Santo  Domingo  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico. 


Other  West  Indies  and  Ber« 

muda   78,720 

Argentina   2.  67^1 

Brazil    5^,  I  -i 

(Jthcr  Sduth  America   25,  147 

ParafFin  and  parathn  wax  (pounds): 
Central  American  States  and  Brit- 
ish Honduras. 48, 840 


t6l,  755 

54. 285 
15.003 
3.i^3 
4.  «» 

350,  iSq 
1, 176,  380 
1, 145,  010 

114. 849 
1. 052,  762 


«44. 
3.787 


$12.851 
2.679 
10^166 


334 
1 68 

19 
1.387 
122 

542 

10.  395 
1,796 

314 
6.404 


41.  S06 
37. 6i6 
tO,3ttf 


671.679 


18, is8 
10.897 

1.794 
655 
643 

35.  953 
123.  332 
106,  go3 

12,  23S 
118, 2S1 


796 
27,  307 
1.359 


Quantities.  Values. 


9,sa3 
401 
a,  207 


222 
341 
"7 

4. 036 

90 

I.  543 
24. 230 

13. 300 
276 

15.915 


787.496 
X43,O0O 

ISO.ÓOO 


9. 9s8, 536 


I 


51.040 

71.  "3 

162, 839 

Í, (H>5 

21, 870 

288.  167 
220,  492 
I.  808. 632 
51.  55<> 
472.  761 


114 

I95,6f>4 

5.431 
1.523 
100 


22, 002 
900 
16, 170 
7,  656 


2.986 


64,472 

1,239 

67.995  I 
14. 317 


«3.775 


•«9. 358 
831 

4,626 


72 
105 

47 
1. 193 
28 

480 

7.974 
4.i8t 

95 
5.  Ill 


30.979 
9.900 
13*635 


424.303 


6.884 

13. 589 
12.  709 
718 

a.  484 

24. 9SS 
23, 012 

137. 585 
5.662 
48, 619 


41 

36.  959 
I,  557 
427 
30 

16. 982 

353 
19.298 
4<9>5 


1.236 
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Imports  and  Exports^  Jfuly^  i8çj — Continued. 
EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE,  ETC.— Coatiaued. 


Artidn  tad  Couatiics. 


Paraffin  and  parftffiA  wax  founds)— 
Continued. 

Mexico  

West  Indies  and  Bemuda  

Brazil  

Other  South  America  

Provisions,  comprising  meat  and 
dairy  products  : 
Meat  products — 
Beef  pri.Mlncts — 
Canned  (pounds)— 
Central    American  States 
and  British  Honduras.... 

Mexico  

Santo  Domingo  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Other  West  Indies  and  Ber- 
muda  

Argentina, ............... 

Brazil  

Colombia  

Other  Si)utli  Atucrit  a  

Salted  or  pickled,  and  other 
cured  (pounds) — 
Central    Ameriran  States 
and  British  Honduras.... 

Mexico  

Santo  Domingo  

Cuba  

Puerto  Ri<  ()  

(Jther  West  Indies  and  Ber- 
muda  

Brazil  

Colombia  

OihtT  South  America...... 

Tallow  (pounds) — 

Central  American  States  and 

British  Honduras  

Mexico  

Santn  Domingo  

Cuba  

Pnerto  Rico  

Othci  West  Indies  and  Ber> 

mud. I  

Brazil   

Colombia  

(.)iher  South  .Vmerica  

Hop  products- 
Bacon  (pounds)— 
Central  American  States  and 

British  Honduias.  

Mexico  

Santo  Domingo  

Cuba  


July. 


1896. 


Quaotitie*.  Vstucs. 


131, 126 


25^.  435 
18, 4UU 


16.  866 
Ï3.  37" 


1,824 


$7. 591 


1. 715 
7S6 


I.  88  r 
1,463 


37.  702 


20,  tXX) 
5.420 
33,288 


50.  346 

2<X> 

6,  8<x) 
3.400 
400 

841,306 
4.700 
90.050 
641,41$ 


346. 461 
129,  637 
93. 


127 

2,  868 


1,636 
404 
1.805 


2.  323 

8 

241 

I3t 
16 

38,863 
333 
857 

«8, 4*7 


15. 749 
5.0/) 

3.  i«M 
3.368 


«897. 


{Entities.  Values. 


69,476 
3, 

19.  470 
50.411 


19.  924 
9.  UI6 

785 
40$,  160 


2.  713 
154 

I.  «93 


1,263 
923 
41 

24.309 


137,000 
8,038 

17.313 
590 


«5. 793 
11.286 


300 


i 


36. 604 
1,  800 
3.  360 
9,603 
8, 858 


56. 650 


3,900 
6, 600 
4.600 

539,815 
1,300 
17. 350 
198,500 


1 73. 096 
6S,  2 28 

I  lu.  603 
21,  250 


211,  617 
QO.836 

37,  7^6 
lu, 722 


32.  903 
11.  241 

1.750 
1, 195. 261 


2.  325 
yo6 
103 
70.316 
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Imports  and  Exports^  Jul)\  i8çj — Continued. 
EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE,  ETC.— Continued. 


Axtidci  Mid  Ootmtries. 

1897. 

Quaatitie*. 

Value*. 

QuanUue». 

Value*. 

rrovisions,  comprising   uieai  ana 

• 

u^ir\  proaucis^—ivoniinuea. 

i*tc«i  prouucw^vvoniinucUi 

Ilo^  piOQUvlB^^^oniinuea. 

8,  371 

»495 

33, 436 

$1,  239 

i/uier  Weal  inoics  snw  oer> 

27.  566 

2, 019 

37.  523 

2.903 

I,  341,  860 

89,401 

1.695. 195 

103,  979 

I,  302 

74 

1,541 

127 

■    BtfVkrfbV     ^k^%ftft#l'li  ^^^^^^1^^ 

36,119 

2,217 

36,  364 

1.970 

HMDS  ipounas/— 

Central  American  States  and 

Firitish  Hr)n(iiirits  

30,  301 

3.  149 

29. »35 

3.040 

20,  2  so 

2,  336 

13. 3*6 

I.  540 

3.  835 

406 

3.  "5 

361 

323. 421 

30. 054 

239.  136 

33,838 

3.»57 

50,866 

4.6ao 

Otlicr  West  Indies  and  Ber- 

196, 109 

18,751 

88,938 

7. 713 

2,  200 

230 

44 

o 

12.  534 

1,061 

10,031 

1.298 

f    1 1  1 1  f  •  r     ^  >  v  1  ft  #  1%      A           4KSIa  MB 

Q3i  500 

6.551 

53i«'9 

6, 100 

Pork  (pounds) — 

Central  American  StntCBMid 

130.  350 

5.  712 

97.  875 

4.  392 

'\       ff  d  I    It  y  \  t  V  \  1  vil  r#~^ 

y,  7CX> 

424 

3.  100 

157 

26,  000 

968 

45,600 

2.  319 

132,  300 

S>797 

348,000 

15.247 

*t  703.  45" 

137, 210 

73$.  050 

70.30* 

191  Ail  1  ••-•«•»■*• 

2.  400 

133 

5,000 

8O9 

11,000 

m 

101,900 

548 

506*800 

850,000 

11,09^ 

Ctf^ntTal  A  111  (*  r i  r^i  ^tatMB.fln#l 

^Jm¿  *â                      1    J—  —    -1  — 

276. 434 

14.558 

272.079 

«3.0S9 

Ma»  Sm* 

384.  407 

19, 01 1 

363.844 

16,645 

34.  537 

1,924 

32. 598 

1.673 

2,  309,  734 

lao,  079 

2.  503.  523 

116,  509 

laê,  831 

6.4*4 

8I8, 175 

xa. 378 

vmier        inaies  and  oer- 

775. 896 

44. 595 

572.  899 

32. 591 

1.276 

75 

2,  232 

140 

Brazil   

836, 245 

48,001 

I.  436.  340 

78,781 

3*1.096 

19*170 

8.O9B.  176 

t3,*89 

Other  South  America  

1.056,133 

59.107 

999.8^ 

54.484 

Oleo   and  oleomargarine 

(pounds) — 

Central  American  States  and 

1,880 

103 

"éo¿ 

60 

Other  West  Indies  and  Ber- 

872, 610 

a7.637 

103,850 

9.44> 

5.496 

543 

7.  230 

fy-.n 

66,  50Ü 

7.  550 

20,  700 

2.  253 
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Imports  and  Exports^  July,  i8çj — Continued. 
EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE,  ETC.— Continued. 


Artictea  and  Cottntrln. 


jmy. 


Provisions,  comprisinji  meat  and 
dairy  products — Continued. 
Dairy  product» — 
Butter  (pounds)— 

Central  American  Stales  and 

British  Honduras  

Mexico  I 

Sanio  Domingo  

Cuba  

Puerto  Ri(  <>  

Other  West  Indies  and  Ber- 
muda  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Other  South  America  

Clieese  (pounds)— 
Central  American  States  and 

British  Honduras  

Mexico  

Santo  Domingo  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Otlu  r  West  Indies  and  Ber- 
muda  

Braïil  

f'olomhia  

Other  bouth  .\merica  

Seeds,  all  kinds: 
Central  American  Slates  and  Brit- 
ish Honduras  


Quantities.  Values. 


25.604 
19,019 
4.765 
3.935 


157,060 

27,  l^>o 
12,047 
$7. 571 


12, 072 

9.707 
3,360 

9.460 


Î4, 211 

3.049 
691 

704 


93.993 

3.  801 

1.539 
7.495 


I,  308 
1,093 
190 
464 


Quantities.  Values. 


66.  380 
400 

6,  366 
15. »67 


Mexico  ..f 


Santo  Domingo  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Other  West  Indies  and  Bermuda. . 

Argentina.  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Other  South  America  , 

Sugar,  reñned  (pounds) — 

Central  American  States  and  Brit- 
ish Honduras   

Mexico    

Santo  Doniiii^;o  

Other  West  Indies  and  Bermuda  . 

Colo.)  bia  

Other  South  America.  

Tobacco: 

Unmanufactured  (pounds) — 
Central  American  Slates  and 

British  Honduras  

Mexico  

West  Indies  and  Bermuda. .... 
Argentina  


7.382 

39 

780 

1.756 


716 
t.46S 


431 

140 

222 


153.  499 
15.978  I 
200  i 

ao5. 242 
99,829 
5.64a 


17.  397 
136, 733 
294,117 

10^000 


631 

336 


7.098 

898 

10 
to,  691 

4.909 

38$ 


2.043 
IÍ.303 

36, 979 
800  I 


29,  688 
19.  59*^ 
3.71" 
3,  76¿ 

6,930 

134,036 

36, 921 
15.419 
69.348 


15. 328 
8,  690 
1,623 

TO.  510 
770 

73. 


g.  689 
11,619 


104, 616 
22,  262 

3.  774 
110,649 

45. 897 
II,  188 


5,480 
2f)w.  4' M 
23». 354 
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Imports  and  Expor July,  iS^j — Continued. 
EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE.  ETC.— Continued. 


Articles  and  Countries. 


July. 


1896. 


QnantltiM. 


Tobacco — Continued. 

Unmanufactured — Continued. 

Col'  nulit.i  

Other  South  America  

Tobacco,  and  manufactures  of  : 
Central  A  merican  States  and  Brit- 
ish Honduras  

Mexico  

Cuba  .'  

Otber  We«t  Indie*  »nd  Bermuda. . 

Aigentina  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Other  South  America  

Wood,  and  manufactures  of; 
Timber  and  unmanviactured 
wood — 

Central  American  Stales  and 
Briri  h  üonduraa  

Mexico  

Cul)a  

Other  West  Indiesand  Bermuda. 

Arficntina  

Brazil  

(^oloral)ia  

Other  South  America  

Ltinihf-r  (M  feet}-- 

(  entrai  American  States  and 
British  Honduras  

Mexico  

Santo  Doiuingo  

Ciit.,1  

Puerto  Rico  

Other  West  Indies  and  Bermuda. 

Arjientina  

Brazil  

Cobmilii.i  

Other  South  America  

Furniture. not  elsewhere  specified — 

CenTr.iI  Aiijt  ri'  .tii  States  and 
British  1  {«induras  

Mexico  

Sanio  Domingo  

Cuba  

Piii  rto  Rico  

Other  West  Í  dies  and  Ber- 
muda   

Argentina.  . .   

Br.izil   

C(j|ombi;»  ...   

Other  South  America   

Wool,  and  manufactures  of  : 
Wonl,  raw  (poutlds)— 

Mexico  


3.433 
123, 163 


Values.      Quantities.  Values. 


S43S 
9, 69Í 


7.  762  . 
2.954 
2.576  ' 
t8,8ao  I. 

3*445  i- 


I,  300 
171.653 


2S6. 


308  I. 

4.545  \' 


I 


17. 

36,423 

«74 
33'» 

758 
9. 144 

200 
1. 010 


I 


15.  574 
11,011 

1.455 

1.  7í8 

3.170 

It,  735 

2,  So<.) 

5  «5" 
4.  597 
I4»047 


21,  I'/i 


9" 

".738 

3»4 

4.  94" 

5.905 

gç.  2SS 

5.  34" 

Í)S,  776 

215 

2,  359 

437 

5.  516 

2,  2i)<) 

22,  263 

2.  510 

25. "73 

SS4 

II.  670 

4lã 

4.  524 

3.  3^" 

51,  167 

3.801 

56.039 

6.  777 

•  ti 

5.  43"^ 

59. 22S 

6.  R21 

7'J.  --3 

4.  ^04 

í>4.  256 

')i 

1.911 

399 

5.  321 

3.  7*»Í5 

57.  294 

4.  533 

50.911 

2,  22-- 

5.  536 
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URUGUAY. 

TRADE  AND  COMMERCE  FOR  THE  YEARS  1895  AND  1896. 

From  an  official  r(  port  to  the  Hritish  Foreign  Office  on  the 
subj(  t  r  of  the  trade  and  commerce  ot  Uruguay  the  iollowing 
extracts  are  taken  : 

FOREIGN  TRADE. 

The  total  amount  of  the  foreign  trade  of  the  Republic  of  Uruguay  for  the  year 
1895  was  ;^12,325,478,  of  which  ium  the  imports  represented  ;¿'5,40i, 299, 
and  the  exports  ^6,924,179. 

The  imports  for  the  year  1895  show  an  increase  over  those  given  for  the 
year  ii^94  of  ^1 17091,  while  the  exports  arc  less  hv  ^/"220,^?4. 

Hv  comparing,  however,  the  totals  of  the  foreign  trade  of  the  country  tor  the 
vcars  1894"  and  iSgç,  \vc  hiui  an  increase  fur  the  latter  year  of  jÇ\  i-.oi?.  It 
may  also  be  said  that  there  has  been  a  graduai  increase  in  ilic  torcigii  iradc  of 
Uruguay  during  the  last  live  years,  which  will  be  seen  by  the  figures  given  in 
the  table  (Annex  A).  These  figures  are  the  official  values  of  ail  goods  cleared 
by  the  custom-houses  of  the  Republic  during  those  years. 

EXToars. 

The  exports  of  the  country,  with,  perhaps,  the  exception  of  charque  (salt 
dried  beef)  and  Liebig's  extract  of  beef,  consist  mainly  of  the  raw  material, 
such  as  wool,  hides,  sheep  skins,  hair,  and  other  rural  products;  grain  also  is 
now  being  exported  to  some  extent,  and  may  assume  important  proportions  in 
the  near  future.  Paucity  of  farm  laborers,  however,  is  at  present  the  great 
drawback  to  the  development  of  agriculture  here,  and  unless  immigration  comes 
to  the  rescue  agriculture  must  be  retarded  for  some  time. 

CHARQUE. 

The  number  of  cattle  slaughtered  by  the  dry-salting  establishments  of  the 
Republic  in  1895,  however,  was  greater  than  in  rhc  previous  vear,  and  reached 
869,500  head.  During  the  yi.ar  1894  ihc  number  of  cattle  killed  for  the  --ame 
purpose  w  as  846,100.  The  increase  must  he  attributed  to  the  larger  aniounr 
of  liquid  meat  that  is  now  being  manutactured  ami  e.xported.  Tlic  rota!  value 
of  charque  made  during  1895  was  ^'1,047,132,  and  iliuL  for  liic  previous  year 
was  ^1,216,81  J, 

IMPORTS. 

Circat  Britain  holds  the  lead  in  the  import  trade  of  this  country,  and  she 
imports  to-day  three  timc>  as  much  as  any  other  country. 

In  the  exports,  however,  this  is  not  the  case,  as  she  is  only  third  in  the  list 
of  countries  trading  with  Uruguay.    France  comes  ñrst,  then  Brazil.  The 

.  J  i^od  by  Google 


560 


BUREAU  OP  AMERICAS  REPUBLICS. 


last-named  country  takes  most  of  the  charque  (on  which  her  negro  ]>opulation 
is  icd)  and  France  most  of  the  wool. 

FOKBIGK  IMMIGRATION. 

Other  countries  have,  it  is  true,  increased  their  trade  and  commerce  with 
Uruguay  during  the  lut  few  years,  but  it  mast  be  borne  tn  mind  that  Italian, 
Spanish,  and  in  a  less  degree,  French  and  German  Immigration  has  brought  into 
the  country  the  tastes  and  requirements  of  these  nationalities.  Houses  of  busi- 
ness of  the  above  countries  have  therefore  sprung  up  on  all  sides,  and  they 
import  freely  what  they  know  their  countrymen  require.  But  they  deal  chiefly 
in  articles  which  do  not  interfere  with  British  trade. 

It  must  not  be  supposed  that  these  foreign  houses  confine  themselves  to 
importing  wares  from  their  own  countries,  for  many  of  them  now  import  goods 
direct  from  Great  Britain  when  unable  to  obtain  on  as  advantageous  terms  ihc 
article  they  require  from  their  own  country. 

raojBCTBD  ro&T  of  montevidio. 

For  some  years  past  the  Uruguayan  government  has  contemplated  building 
an  artilidal  ccmimercial  port  in  Montevideo.  It  now  seems  as  if  the  realization 
of  the  scheme  may  possibly  take  place,  provided  anyone  can  be  (band  to  accept 
the  concession  and  to  find  the  means  and  undertake  the  construction.  The 
preliminary  studies  and  plans  have  been  intrusted  to  Messrs.  Lurnea  &  Co.,  a 
German  house  of  constructing  engineers,  which  they  have  carried  out  with  con- 
siderable skill;  these  have  been  reported  on  at  length  by  M.  Guerhard,  a  French^ 
and  M.  Kummek,  a  German  engineer.  They  have  also  modified  the  original 
LuTHPX  plans  and  scheme  considerably 

Several  constructing  engineers  of  note,  of  various  nationalities,  have  also  ten- 
dered proposals  for  constructing  the  port  of  Montevideo  besides  Messrs.  Luther 
Sc  Co.,  but  apparent!)  the  latter  have  had  the  preference,  and  their  modified 
plans  have  been  preferred  by  the  commission  appointed  by  the  Uruguayan  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  future  port  will  probably  be  constructed  on  the  lines  proposed 
by  them. 

With  but  slight  variations  the  various  schemes  which  have  been  presented  to 
the  Government  hinge  on  more  or  less  the  same  prindple,  viz,  breakwaters  and 

inner  basins. 

It  is  computed  that  to  carry  out  any  one  of  the  schemes  that  have  been  pre- 
sented would  involve  an  outlay  of  between  ^2,500,000  and  ;¿^3,ooo,ooo. 

The  future,  it  would  appear,  seems  to  point  to  the  construction  of  vessels  of 
large  tonnage,  and  consequently  uf  deep  draft.  Montevideo  would,  thcretorc, 
be  placed  in  a  more  advantageous  position  than  she  is  at  pr^nt,  provided  she 
has  a  port  adequate  to  the  requirements  of  the  fiiture. 

It  is  well  known  that  vessels  drawing  over  23  feet  run  considerable  risks  of 
grounding  in  navigating  the  Plate  up  to  Buenos  Ayrc¿  ;  therefore,  should  the 
projected  port  of  Mcmtevideo  offer  a  safe  harbor  and  dock  advantages  for  large 
vessels,  the  future  and  object  of  the  port  of  Montevideo  would  be  secured. 

From  the  lengthy  report  of  Messrs.  GvEaaAan  and  KoMMia  on  the  projected 
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port  of  M«$srs.  Lvthsr  &  Co.  I  have  endeavored  to  epitomize  a  description 
within  a  reasonable  reading  compass. 

The  proposed  port  may  be  described  roughly  as  follows  : 

The  first  breakwater  starts  from  the  southeast  quarter  of  the  town  of  Mon- 
tevideo in  a  straight  line  toward  the  southeast  for  a  di'^tance  of  72ometcr'i; 
from  the  end  ot  this  breakwater,  leaving  a  space  of  S  20  feet  for  the  entrance  to 
the  harbor,  runs  another  breakwater  in  a  southwesterly  direction,  which  with 
the  other  virtuaüy  torms  the  port. 

The  area  thus  inclosed  will  contain  362.5  acres,  and  will  have  a  23-icet 
anchorage  in  the  outer  port.  The  entrance  will  be  marked  by  two  light-houses, 
one  at  the  end  of  each  breakwater,  and  the  channel  into  the  inner  harbor  will 
be  dredged  to  a  depth  of  23  feet  at  lowest  water.  The  inner  harbor  will  be 
protected  by  another  breakwater  4,000  meters  long,  which  will  shelter  the  town, 
wharves,  and  docks.  From  the  inner  harbor  out  toward  the  entrance  to  the 
outer  harbor  from  the  sea  a  channel  of  i  ^  miles  long  will  be  dredged  con- 
stantly  in  order  to  secure  a  mean  depth  of  23  feet. 

This  plan,  if  properly  carried  out,  %vi!î  endow  Montevideo,  no  doubt,  with 
an  excellent  port;  but,  as  I  have  said  before,  it:  will  he  a  mo^t  costl\'  artair. 

The  anteport,  it  appears,  is  only  intended  for  tran-.i-tiipping  operations  for 
those  vessels  which  have  too  much  draft  lu  enter  the  inner  harbor,  or,  perhaps, 
for  vessels  which  have  only  a  small  amount  of  cargo  for  Montevideo. 

It  is  calculated  that  it  will  take  at  least  eig^t  years  to  build  the  port  as  pro- 
jected by  Messrs.  Lvthek  k  Co.,  under  &vorable  circumstances.  However, 
once  the  principal  breakwaters  are  finished,  shipping  will,  at  any  rate,  be  pro- 
tected  from  the  heavy  seas  caused  by  the  violent  pampero  gales  and  secure  from 
being  driven  on  the  rocky  shores  of  Montevideo.  The  ofK(  ial  plan  which  accom- 
panies this  report  will  give  a  clearer  conception  of  what  the  port  is  to  be  when 
constructed. 

PUBUC  WORKS. 

A  new  section  of  the  Great  Eastern  or  Maldonado  Railway  has  been  opened 

to  the  pid^lic  service  during  the  year  1895. 

Recently  the  Government  has  taken  steps  toward  carrying  out  minor  public 
works  in  some  of  the  departments  such  as  canalization  of  the  Almiron  Pass  to 
facilitate  the  na\  igation  of  the  River  Uruguay.  Roads,  bridges,  etc.,  have  also 
been  constructed. 

m 

CURRENCY. 

It  is  worthy  of  notice  that  the  Republic  of  Uruguay  has  never  adopted  a 
paper  currency. 

■ANK  OP  THE  NATION. 

The  formation  of  a  state  bank  has  been  much  discussed  of  late  years  since  the 
colUpse  of  the  national  bank  in  1890.  The  scheme  has  been,  however,  realized 
at  last,  and  is  now  in  fiill  swing,  with  a  capital  of  $5,000,000  (^1,063,850). 

The  customs  revenue  for  the  year  1896  is  given  at  ;^2, 183,547  ;  compared 
with  that  given  for  the  year  1895,^^^2,260,481,  shows  a  falling  off  of  j£y6,ç$^. 
BulL  ^o.  4  4 
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IMPORTS. 

The  rotal  imparts  for  the  year  1896,  ¡u-conling  to  the  official  publication, 
amounted  to  jC^»^S7*^7^>  ^"  1895  the  total  was  1,91  6,533,  which  shows 
a  diminution  of  ^^58,859  for  1896. 

COMPARISONS. 

The  following  comparisons  of  the  foreign  trade  and  commerce  of  Uruguay 
mzy  perhaps  not  be  without  a  certain  amount  of  interest  to  those  engaged  in 
commerce  with  the  country  : 

In  1885  the  estimated  population  of  the  Republic  was  given  officially  as 
583,000.  The  foreign  commerce  was  10,7 $0,958,  of  which  ;^S,377,76o 
were  imports,  representing  per  head  of  the  population  8s.  9d.  and  ^9 

4s.  6d.,  respectively, 

III  1S95  the  estimated  population  was  nearly  823,000,  and  the  foreign  com- 
merce was  ^12, 15 -,4 1  2,  of  which  ^5,233,232  were  import?,  representing  per 
head  of  the  population,  15s.  2d.  and  ^/"6  j^.  ^ê.,  respectively. 

In  i88ç  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  Republic  was  1  o,7t;(>,958  and  the 
customs  revenue  reached  ^2,181,651,  representing  a  lax  of  about  20  per  cent. 

In  1895  the  foreign  commerce  was  ^'1 2,1 57,41 2,  and  the  customs  revenue 
^2,181,524,  representing  a  tax  of  18  per  cent. 

It  is  perhaps  not  out  of  place  here  to  mention  that  the  public  debt  of  the 
Republic  in  1885  was  ;^i2,803,04i,  or  about  j£zi  19s.  ad.  per  head  of  the 
population,  and  in  1896  it  has  reached,  in  round  numbers,  ^^25,212,766,  or 
^30  los.  per  head. 

TRADB-MARKS,  RBGISTRATIOIf  OP. 

A  CTOvernincnt  decree  relative  to  the  registration  of  foreign  trade-marks  has 
been  issued  of  late,  the  substance  of  which  is  as  loUows: 

Registrations  of  toreign  trade<>mark$  made  by  persons  not  sufficiently  authorized 
by  the  proprietors  art  hereby  declared  provisional. 

Those  thai  have  fulfilled  the  special  prescription  of  Article  37  of  the  law  of 
March,  1877,  shall  be  regarded  as  definite. 

Provisional  registration  may  be  made  definite  by  the  interested  parties  com- 
plying with  the  conditions  of  the  law  of  March  i,  1877. 

The  rights  of  those  persons  prejudiced  by  improper  registration  shall  be  pro- 
tected, in  order  that  they  may  exercise  them  in  due  form. 

The  Registration  Office  shall  furnish  the  Ministry  of  Commerce  and  Agri- 
culture every  (¡uancr  with  a  list  of  trade-marks  registered  or  reiused,  for 
publication.  In  ca--e  ot'  doubt  as  to  whether  a  trade-mark  presented  for  regis- 
tration is  of  manuiacture  or  commerce,  or  whetiicr  the  article  affected  is  of 
home  or  foreign  manulaciurc,  ilie  Rcgii.iraiion  Oliice  shall  refer  the  case  to  the 
Ministry,  and  if  the  latter  can  not  decide,  reference  shall  be  made  to  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce. 

The  object  of  the  above  decree  is  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  trade-marks  by  local 
imitators  of  foreign  articles,  and  in  cases  where  thb  abuse  has  taken  place  to 


.  ij  i^od  by  Google 


BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


enable  the  genuine  proprietors  of  the  trade-mark  to  protect  themselves  and  to 
establish  their  rights. 

Should  this  decree  be  properly  enforced,  no  doubt  it  will  be  the  means  of 
putting  a  stop  to  a  very  considerable  amount  of  falsification  that  actually  exists 
of  articles  of  foreign  manu&cture,  by  which  inferior  articles  of  a  worthless 
nature  are  palmed  off  as  genuine. 


Annex  A. —  luhle  of  companson  of  the  forain  trade  of  Uruguay  during  the 

years  iSpi-lSçs* 


Year. 

Imports. 

Vatue. 

Exports. 

Total. 

^4,047.960 

£S.  744.  312 

792.272 

4. 128. 574 

5,  521.  663 

9, 650.  237 

4.185,045 

5.  889.653 

10, 074, 698 

1894  

5.063.906 

7. 144.  5S3 

13,  208, 461 



5. 401, 399 

6,934.179 

12, 3*5, 47» 

VENEZUELA. 

COFFEE  AND  CACAO  CULTURE. 

The  Venezuelan  Government  has  recently  issued  a  pamphlet 
treating  of  the  coffee  and  cacao  industry  of  the  country.  The 

publication  is  in  response  to  a  request  from  the  Minister  ot  Spain 
at  Caracas,  and  is  given  in  the  lorm  of  interrogatories  and  answers, 
as  below  : 

COFFEF. 

1.  What  is  the  area  under  cultivation? — A.  About  163,508  hectares. 

2.  Does  the  culti\ation  extend  or  remain  stationary'—  A.  It  is  cxrcnding. 

3.  Is  the  whole  area  planted  now  yielding^ — A.  Ycsj  with  the  exception  of 
that  planted  witliiii  the  last  two  vcars. 

4.  What  is  the  average  pruduttiun  per  annum  f — A.  One  million  quintais  tor 
export  and  200,000  quintals  for  internal  consumption. 

5«  What  will  be  the  production  when  the  new  plantations  come  into  yield- 
ing P — A.'  It  will  be  in  proportion,  providing  there  is  sufficient  labor  available^ 
but  it  is  impossible  to  calculate  it  even  approximately. 

6.  What  is  the  average  age  of  the  plantations  at  present  ? — ^A.  About  thirt) 
years. 

7.  What  is  the  average  duration  of  each  plant? — A.  In  the  hot  lands,  about 
thirty  years;  in  the  temperate  lands,  about  sixty  years. 

8.  What  is  the  average  vield  per  tree? — A.  One-half  pound. 

9.  How  is  tlie  coffee  collected f — A.  Either  by  selecting  the  ripe-grown 
berries,  or  gathering  all  at  once  from  every  tree. 
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lo.  How  is  the  berry  prepared? — A.  It  is  treated  in  a  manner  too  long  to 
describe  here,  but  reference  can  be.  made  to  various  works  upon  the  cultivation 
of  coffee,  such  as,  for  example,  that  of  SbRor  Jaunb  Garullo  or  Scitoa  FraN' 
CISCO  José  m  APR  17. 

!l.  What  are  the  dcpartmcins  nc;ir  co  Caracas  in  which  the  coifce  tree  is 
cultivated — A.  The  highlands  adjacent  to  Caracas  and  the  valleys  of  the 
Luy  and  Aragua. 

12.  What  is  the  average  price  of  the  berry  at  present? — A.  About  eighty 
bolivars  per  quintal, 

13.  What  other  products  are  cultivated  in  Venezuela? — ^A.  Indigo,  sugar 
cane,  maize,  small  fruits,  cereals,  to  which  may  be  added  cotton  for  internal 
consumption. 

14*  Where  are  the  laborers  obtained  from  P — A.  Chiefly  from  the  neighbor- 
ing towns,  and  are  paid  an  average  wage  of  3]^'  bolivars  per  day. 

1  5.  What  is  their  food  ? — A.  Their  food  is  very  abundant  and  appropriate 
to  the  country,  consisting  principally  of  meat,  maize  bread,  beans,  and  other 

kinds  ot  vegetables. 

16.  What  is  the  currency  of  \'ene7.ucla? — A.  A  bolivar,  equal  to  1  franc,  or 
25.25  bolivars  per  pound  sterling. 

CACAO. 

1.  What  is  the  area  under  cultivation  of  cacao? — A.  About  540  square 
cagues,  of  6.666  sfumre  varas*  each. 

2.  Doc;  the  culrlvation  extend  or  remain  stationary? — A.  The  cultivation  is 
extending,  hut  verv  sluwlv. 

3.  lb  the  whole  area  planted  now  yielding.' — A.    The  part  cultivated  is  now 

yielding  nearly  to  its  whole  extent. 

4.  What  is  the  average  production  per  annum  ? — A.  Two  hundred  thousand 
fanegas  of  110  Spanish  pounds  each. 

5.  What  will  be  the  production  when  the  new  plantations  come  into  yielding  ?-^ 
A.  As  the  new  plantations  can  be  increased  to  any  extent,  there  is  no  limit  to 
the  yielding. 

6.  What  is  the  average  age  of  the  plantations  at  present  ? — A.  It  is  very  diffi- 

cnlr  to  sav,  ^incc  thcy  arc  constantly  renewing  trees,  and  in  some  plantations 
new  trees  will  be  found  side  hv  «^idc  with  old  ones. 

7.  What  is  the  average  dur.uiim  ot  cach  tree' — A.  Forty  years. 

8.  What  is  the  average  \  icKl  per  tree  ? — A.  There  arc  two  tju.ilities  oí  cacao, 
each  product  being  ciuircly  diiiinct;  thai  called  "criollo,"  or  tine,  is  produced 
at  the  rate  of  ten  fanegas  f  per  1,000  trees.  Of  the  more  ordinary  varieties,  one 
named  "pompón"  is  most  abundant,  and  another,  "angoleta,"  produces  some« 
what  less. 

9.  How  is  the  harvest  collected  ? — A.  The  gathering  of  the  cacao  is  generally 
done  by  women,  who  are  provided  with  wooden  rods  and  with  a  pointed  knife, 
in  order  to  cut  off  the  pods,  which  are  then  taken  in  baskets  to  the  central 
establishment. 

*A  vara  is  equivalent  to  33' j'  inches, 
i  A  fanega  is  equivalent  (o  t.6  pounds. 
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!0.  How  is  the  fruit  treated  ?— A.  The  pod'^  arc  opened,  the  beans  arc  piled 
on  a  can\  as  twenty-four  hours,  until  llic  skin  is  loose;  afterwards  they  arc  spread 
three  or  four  days  in  the  .sun,  or  they  are  passed  througli  drying  machines;  in 
some  localities  they  arc  rubbed  wltli  red  earth  or  red  ochcr. 

11.  What  are  the  neighboring  places  which  cultivftce  cacao? — A,  The  island 
of  Tiinidaid  »  the  moat  important. 

12.  What  is  the  average  price  of  cacao  ^— A.  The  price  of  the  ordinary 
quality  is  at  present  (January,  1896)  52  bolivars  per  fanegfi  of  110  Spanish 
pounds,  and  of  the  criollo,  or  fine  quality,  176  bolivars. 

13.  What  is  the  general  opinion  in  respect  to  the  future  of  its  cultivation? — 
A.  Although  the  stocks  in  Europe  have  lately  increased,  principally  of  the  oriU- 
nary  classes,  it  is  not  thought  that  there  will  be  any  important  reductions  in 
the  price,  because  it  i<  alrcadv  very  low,  and  also  because  this  is  an  article  which 
is  produced  in  very  tew  localities,  and  the  plantations  require  from  eight  to  ten 
years  to  mature  and  yield. 

14.  What  other  products  arc  cuhivated  in  \  cnezuclai — A.  The  most  impor- 
tant product  is  coiFee;  besides,  there  is  cultivated  some  tobacco,  and  cereals  and 
iinaU  fruits  for  food. 

1 5.  From  where  are  the  laborers  obtained  ? — ^A.  Almost  the  whole  of  the 
laborers  are  natives  of  the  country,  but  there  are  a  few  from  the  Canary  Islands 
engaged  in  this  industry. 

16.  What  are  their  wages? — A.  The  wage  varies  according  to  localities,  but 
an  average  of  about  3  bolivars  for  men  and  l%  bolivars  for  women  per  day. 

17.  What  is  their  food? — A.  It  consists  principally  of  corn  bread,  fish,  and 
sometimes  a  little  beef;  all  produced  in  the  country. 


THE  NIAGARA  PAN-AMERICAN  EXPOSITION. 

With  the  harnessing  of  the  mighty  force  of  Niagara,  for  the 
service  of  man  it  was  most  natural  that  the  whole  Hemisphere 
should  be  invited  to  view  the  manifold  uses  to  which  this  great 
power  could  be  applied.  Farseeing  men  of  inventive  spirit  hav- 
ing conceived  the  idea  of  closing  the  Nineteenth  Century  with  a 
great  exposition  that  should  place  before  the  world  in  some  pai^ 
tinilarly  fitting  spot  a  comprehensive  scene  revealing  the  mar- 
velous progress  in  every  branch  ot  industry  and  lite  during  the 
past  hundred  years,  the  American  Exhibitors'  Association  at  the 
Atlanta  Exposition  considered  that  the  Niagara  frontier  presente  ci 
peculiar  l^cilities  tor  holding  such  an  exposition  and  pledged 
their  support  to  the  enterprise  if  wisely  undertaken. 

Two  of  Buffalo's  progressive  citizens,  CapL  J.  M.  Brivker  and 
Richmond  C.  Hill,  seeing  the  advantages  to  accrue  to  their 
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busy  city  irom  such  a  gatlicring,  actively  exerted  themselves  to 
set  the  machinery  in  motion  to  carry  out  the  plan,  and  the  Pan- 
American  Exposition  Company  was  organized  this  summer  foi — 

The  promotion  and  conduct  of  an  Exposition  to  illustrate  the  material  prog- 
ress of  the  New  World  during  the  Nineteenth  Century,  to  be  held  at  some 

suitable  location  on  the  Niagara  Frontier  in  the  State  of  New  York  ;  ami  for 
the  purpose  of  leasing  or  purchasing  such  location  and  constructing  such  build- 
ings: may  he  necc^'ary,  and  for  the  purpose  of  making  all  necessary  conirarts 
for  power  and  other  purposes;  and  for  aiding  any  corporation  or  individual  in 
such  construction  and  improvement;  and  for  such  other  bu3.inc>s  as  may  be 
expedient  tor  the  sucrcsbful  promotion  and  conduct  of  the  Exposition. 

I  hr  olHccrs  elected  tor  the  first  year  were:  President,  J.  M. 
Brikker;  First  Vice-President,  Roswell  P.  Flower;  Second  Vice- 
President,  Chauncby  M.  Depew;  Third  Vice-President,  E.  B. 
Thomas;  Treasurer,  F.  C.  M.  Lautz;  Secretary,  Richmond  C. 
Hill;  and  an  Executive  Committee  to  prepare  plans  and  proceed 
with  the  necessary  preliminary  work  was  chosen,  consisting  of  J. 
M.  Brinker,  Daniel  0*Day,  Edoar  Van  Etten,  William  F. 
Sheehan,  F.  C.  M.  Lautz,  Charles  R.  Huntley,  Herbert  P. 
BisstLL.  An  admirable  site  has  been  selected  in  the  vicinity  ot 
La  Salle  about  tour  miles  south  ot  Xiafjara  Falls,  where  there  is 
a  long  trontagc  on  the  Niagara  River  and  abundant  tacilities  tor 
utilizing  the  electric  power  firom  the  Falls.  Commercial  bodies 
of  Buffalo  and  other  cities  on  the  Niagara  Frontier  have  enthusi- 
astically indorsed  the  project  and  are  giving  it  their  active  support 
Arrangements  have  been  made  for  concessions  by  various  railroad 
lines  so*as  to  afford  ample  transportation  connections. 

The  general  scheme  for  the  buildings  and  grounds  provides  for 
a  large  main  exposition  building  of  octagonal  shape,  with  ti^^ht 
rotundas,  which  will  virtually  be  distinct  buildings.  The  aiiu  ni 
the  plan  is  to  secure  ttie  greatest  compactness  and  tlie  utmost 
convenience. 

There  will  be  entrances  and  exits  at  each  ot  the  rotundas,  and 
visitors  will  be  able  to  pass  without  inconvenience,  either  under 
cover  or  al  fi'esco,  from  building  to  building  of  the  eight  outer 
structures.  The  cross  halls,  to  be  devoted  to  the  exhibits  of 
Canada,  Mexico,  Central  and  South  America,  will  afford  passage- 
ways to  the  eight  inner  divisions  set  apart  for  the  various  States 
of  the  Union,  and  the  central  space  will  be  devoted  to  the  various 
departments  of  the  United  States  GovernmenL 
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The  outer  range  of  buildings,  the  rotundas,  the  cross  halls,  and 
the  departments  for  the  States  of  the  Union  will  all  be  freely 
accessible  irom  eight  inner  open-air  courts. 

The  matter  of  external  appearance,  general  details,  and  technical 
points  are  to  be  left  ibr  determination  to  the  result  of  a  competi- 
tion among  architects  all  over  the  country,  who  will  be  invited  to 
submit  designs  and  oflíèr  suggestions. 

The  entire  force  for  heating,  lighting,  and  operating  the  various 
departments  of  the  exposition  will  be  contributed  by  electricity, 
(  xccpr  in  such  cases  where  air  motors  or  other  power  nuc  produc- 
ing siuokc  can  be  utilized. 


TRADE  MISCELLANY. 

ARGENTINE  REPUBLIC. 

^^^^  The  present  growing  crop  of  wheat  in  the  Argentine 

Republic  promises  well,  and  as  the  area  sown  is  much 
greater  than  that  of  the  preceding  year  the  outlook  is  especially  satisfactory. 
Agriculturists  ot  that  country,  however,  are  apprehensive  lest  iliere  shall  be  a 
repetition  of  the  locust  plague,  which  caused  suck  wholesale  destruction  last 
year,  and  are  taking  active  measures  to  guard  against  it.  The  wool  clip  is 
reported  to  be  superior  in  quantity  and  quality  to  that  of  1 896. 

An^hait  Pacing  In  Bwno.    '^^^  «^X     ^'•«"O*  ^yres  has  in  contemplation  the 
AyvM.  paving  of  her  streets  with  asphalt.    For  this  purpose 

bids  are  to  be  asked  in  the  United  States,  England,  and  France,  and  the  speci- 
fications are  to  be  made  covering  150  blocks.    According  to  advices  received 

from  Mr.  Buchan.w,  Unireci  Strircs  mini'iter  nr  Buenos  Ayre-?,  these  ■specifica- 
tions and  forms  of  proposal  arc  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Argentine  Legation  at 
Washington. 

BRAZIL. 

.According  to  "  Lc  Brésil,"  a  newspaper  published  in 
Rio,  a  joint  stock  coriip  iny  with  a  capital  of  10,000 
contos,  Ji\  KÍ(.\l  into  shares  of  50,000  reis,  is  to  be  established  in  the  Federal  Dis- 
trict of  Brazil.  This  company  has  for  its  object  the  connecting  by  leiephonc 
of  all  the  State  capitals  of  the  Republic,  and  has  taken  the  name  of  Sociedade 
Telephonica  Norte  Sul. 

NOTB  i-A  conto  Is  equivalent  to  abont  |aoo  in  ITnited  State*  cnrr«ney,  and  a  mllreis  ia  appnnd- 
matdy  ao  oeota. 

fMpiofin "rf Amfrlpan        ^  correspondent,  writing  on  the  subject  of  the  flour 

trade  of  the  United  States  with  Brazil,  shows  that  in  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1896,  Baltimore  exported  47  per  cent  of  the  entire 
shipment.  In  partial  explanation  of  this  preponderance  of  the  flour  trade,  the 
Statement  is  made  that,  owing  to  a  long  experience  in  that  trade,  liic  Baltimore 


.  ij  i^od  by  Google 


568  BUREAU  OP  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 

merchants  and  mills  have  learned  to  adapt  their  goods  to  the  peculiar  demands 
of  ilie  Brazilian  market.  Formerly  Baltimore  held  the  largest  trade  in  the 
importation  of  coffee.  Thh  has,  however,  of  recent  years  been  transferred  to 
more  northern  ports.  Vessels  arriving  in  New  York  City  from  Brazil,  coffee 
laden,  desiring  return  cargoes,  now  make  the  triangular  voyi^  from  New  York 
to  Baltimore  for  cargoes  of  flour  required  for  the  South  American  market. 

^^^^  The  coffee  crop  of  Brazil  for  the  year  1896-97  is  gen- 

erally conceded  tu  have  been  a  most  extraordinary  one, 
with  its  report  of  9,000,000  bags,  and  dealers  have  feared  the  natural  result  of 
overproduction  in  the  consequent  decline  of  price?.  It  is  officially  stated, 
however,  in  an  extract  from  a  marker  re\  iew,  ^eiu  to  the  Department  of  State, 
by  Mr.  Paul  Wilsike,  United  States  Consul  at  Managua,  tluii.  while  the  amount 
of  cotice  produced  this  year  has  been  esiiniattd  as  ihc  average  \ield  it  is  by  UO 
means  so  excessive  as  last  year,  having  been  calculated  at  7,500,000  bags  for  the 
year  1^^97-98. 

BRITISH  HONDURAS. 

•ftiiiltn  tia  PtotiUlt]  Lft»f -  hccn  decided  by  the  district  board  of  the  city 

of  Belize,    British    Honduras,  to   light  the  streets  by 

electricity,  and  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  purpose  tenders  have  been 
requested  from  all  competitors.  The  system  decided  upon  is  what  is  known  as 
the  three-wire,  or  neutral-wire  system,  and  comprises  boilers,  engines,  dynamos, 
accumulators,  copper  mains,  flexible  leads,  iron  lamp  standards,  switches,  fuses, 
glow  lamps,  and  arc  lamps.  Tenders  must  be  received  by  Mr.  A.  R.  M.  Sim- 
kins,  M.  I.  E.,  care  F.  Ono,  Em].,  Tower  Chambers, Moorgate  street,  London, 
E.  C,  before  the  20th  of  October,  1897.  In  the  specifications  forwarded  by 
Mr.  MoRi..\N,  l^iited  States  Coní-ul  at  Rerr/e,  ro  the  Department  of  State,  it 
is  stated  that  the  board  docs  not  bind  itscli'  to  acccot  anv,  or  the  lowest  bidder. 

ECUADOR. 

_  The  Ci<)\  eminent  of  Ecuador  has  recently  imposed  an 

Sortes  OB  Xniport  DmIm- 

additional  tax  ul  20  per  cent  on  import  ducies,  which 
shall  be  paid  by  means  of  bonds  made  payable  to  bearer,  lately  approved  and 
issued  for  that  purpose.  They  are  of  the  denomination  of  500,  250,  and  100 
sucres,  respectively,  bearing  an  annual  interest  of  10  per  cent.  The  bonds  shall 
be  sold  at  a  discount  of  five  per  cent  for  sums  less  than  5,000  sucres  and  of  10 
per  cent  when  above  that  amount.  In  case  the  payment  of  the  additional  tax 
should  not  be  made  with  these  bonds,  an  extra  charge  of  five  per  cent  shall  be 
levied. 

MEXICO. 

The  **  Revue  du  Commerce  Extérieur"  (Pirî>),  of  the 

SiuM  Factory. 

tist  of  August,  announces  that  there  is  very  shortly  to  be 

formed  a  syndicate  for  establishing  in  Mexico  a  mammoth  shoe  factory.  A  cap- 
ital o*  ;?i 2,000,000  will  He  devoted  to  the  enterprise.  It  is  the  purpose  of  the 
fvndicate  to  ship  to  European  and  American  markets  large  quantities  of  shoes, 
which,  selling  at  a  vcrv  low  price  in  Mexican  currency,  will  profil  by  the  rtuctu- 
aiion  of  exchange  abroad. 
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A  Government  decree,  recently  promulgated,  exempts  . 
from  tonnage  duties  all  American  and  other  vcssch  enter- 
ing Mexican  port  -,  carrvinf  r.irgocs  of  coal  exclusively.    The  shipments  of  Ameri- 
can coal  to  Mexico  in  June,  1S96,  amounted  to  16,480  tons;  in  June,  ^^97$  to 
32,671  tons,  practically  a  gain  of  100  per  cent. 

NICARAGUA. 

.    ,  „  In  reply  to  various  inquiries  on  the  subject,  Mr. 

Market  for  Typewriten.  *j'  ,t.i«  i«  « 

Thomas  O'Hara,  Unjtea  States  Consul  at  San  Juan 
del  Norte,  advises  the  Department  of  State  of  the  possibilities  and  opportunities 
for  typewriter  agencies  in  Nicaragua.  Mr.  O'Hara  makes  the  remarkable  state- 
ment ttuic  in  San  Juan  dc!  Norte  there  is  but  one  tvpewriier,  and  add?  that 
at  líliicñelds  there  arc  only  n\  e.  This  is  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  tariff  on 
these  articles  is  rcviueed  to  a  miiiinium,  being  onlv  20  centavos,  or  a  little  over 
8  cents  per  pound.  This  duty  is  further  reduced  ibur-hltiis  ii  the  machine  can 
be  shown  on  reliable  authority  to  be  in  actual  use.  Typewriters  in  Nicaragua 
command  a  price  of  $100  in  gold,  on  which  the  agent  is  allowed  25  per  cent. 
In  view  of  this  report  of  Consul  O'Haiu  as  to  the  opportunities  of  trade  in 
typewriters  in  Nicaragua,  it  would  probably  be  advantageous  for  American  man- 
ufacturers to  investigate  the  markets  of  other  important  cities,  such  as  Managua, 
Leon,  and  Grenada. 
^   Mr.  H.  R.  Salter,  Treasurer  in  the  Office  of  Admin- 

BSpWl*  Iron  BlMflMCM. 

titration  cif  Taxes  of  the  Department  of  Zelaya,  sends  to 
the  Bureau  a  t  ucmcnt  of  the  exports  from  the  port  of  Blucfields  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  june  30,  1897.  From  this  report  it  appears  that  the  principal 
article  ol  export  was  bananas,  to  tiie  amount  of  i,39t;,oíi6  bunches.  India 
rubber  forms  the  next  item  of  importance,  aggregating  163,703  pounds,  after 
which  ranks  gold,  10,342^^  ounces,  and  219,672  cocoanuts* 

Correspondence  received  at  the  Department  of  State 
VtmaMíiwmf.  September  10,  from  Mr.  Pavl  Wissixe,  Consul  at  Man- 
agua, points  to  the  speedy  development  of  a  new  railroad  between  the  interior 
of  Nicaragua  and  the  Atlantic  Coast.  The  letters  submitted  to  theDepartment 
comprise  communications  from  Mr.  Wiesike,  bringing  the  matter  to  the  consid- 
eration of  President  Zelaya  and  Gen.  MicuEt  Espinoza,  President  of  the 
National  Congress  ;  and  their  replies  favoring  the  said  project  and  promising  their 
assistance  in  carrvintr  it  out.  The  construction  of  this  road  is  to  be  intrusted 
preferably  to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  the  provisions  of  a  contract 
formerly  made  with  Messrs.  Barling  and  Davis,  of  the  United  States,  are  to  b.e 
adhered  to  as  closely  as  possible.  One  of  the  conditions  urged  by  Consul  Wie- 
siKB  is  that  all  materials  required  for  the  work  be  admitted  into  the  country  free 
of  duty,  the  same  to  be  applied  to  all  provisions,  except  tobacco  and  liquors. 
The  successful  termination  of  this  project  will  reduce  the  time  of  communication 
with  the  United  States  from  fifteen  days  to  six,  and  on  account  of  the  line  of 
steamers  on  the  Atlantic  Coast,  which  it  is  understood  will  form  a  part  of  the 
enterprise,  will  be  of  incalculable  benefit  to  the  cities  of  Rama  and  Blucfields, 


.  ij  i^od  by  Google 


570  BUREAU  OP  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 

On  Aueust  i  Mr.  Thomas  O'Hara  transmitted  to  the 

Vmtior,  >.  Museom  at  o 

Mtoãsi^.  Department  of  State  a  copy  of  an  official  decree  of 

President  Zelaya,  authorizing  the  establishment  at  Níanagua  of  a  National 
Museum  for  the  exposition  of  the  products  of  the  country.  Dr.  Damd  Gi  /m  .n 
ha^  been  selected  to  organize  and  direct  the  work  oi  the  institution,  with  the 
iurther  power  to  formulate  the  rules  which  shall  govern  it. 

PERU. 

Advices  recñved  by  the  Bureaa  report  the  recent  dis- 
covery  in  the  eastern  part  of  Peru  of  gold  fields  which 
are  richer  than  any  hitherto  found  in  that  country,  already  noted-for  its  wealth  in 
the  precious  metals.  The  Departments  of  Cuzco  and  Puno,  in  which  the  fields 
are  located,  are  easily  accessible  by  railway  from  the  Pacific  port  of  Moliendo,  a 
railroad  being  already  in  operation  from  that  point  to  the  Department  of  Puno. 
At  present  the  journey  from  Puno  to  Cuzco  is  made  on  mule  back,  but  a  projected 
line  wilt  shortly  complete  the  railroad  connection. 

URUGUAY. 

IMU ia WttobM and         Manufacturers  o!"  watches  and  clocks  in  tlic  United 
Clocks.  States  are  urged  by  Consul  Eduar  Sc  hr.vmm,  in  a  report 

to  ilic  Dcpartnieiu  of  State  under  date  of  August  1,  to  greater  cti'orts  to  secure 
the  trade  of  Uruguay.  Thus  far  Germany  has  practically  had  a  monopoly  of 
the  traffic  in  watches,  which  are  sold  in  Uruguay  as  complete  articles  always,  the 
cases  and  movements  never  being  separated  as  different  classes  of  merchandise. 
Clocks  have*  however,  received  more  attention,  and  a  comparative  report  for 
the  years  1 895  and  1 896  shows  a  remarkable  increase  in  imports  from  \he 
United  States.  In  1895,  from  a  total  valuation  of  $8,982,  the  United  States 
exported  to  the  amount  of  $2,834,  or  about  one  third,  while  in  1896  the  clock 
trade  of  Uruguay  with  the  whole  world  amounted  to  $13,608,  of  which  $7*006, 
or  more  than  one-half,  is  credited  to  the  United  States. 

VENEZUELA. 

Under  the  direction  ot"  the  Coro  and  La  I'fla  Rati- 
road  ana  Jwpr  o-rmtHÍ  í  omfniny,  a  new  railroad  line 
between  the  seaport  La  Vela  and  tlic  inland  town  of  Coro  has  been  constructed, 
and  will  shortly  be  inaugurated.  The  contract  under  which  the  work  was 
started,  and  to  which  reference  was  made  in  the  Monthly  B vtuniir  of  Decem-> 
ber,  1894,  provided  that  the  line  should  be  open  for  public  traffic  by  October 
to,  1897.  The  enthusiastic  cooperation  of  the  capitalists  of  the  United  States 
and  Venezuela,  interested  in  the  enterprise,  has  rendered  compliance  with  the 
time  stipulation  possible,  and  the  good  effects  of  the  work  are  already  seen  in 
the  fact  that  a  proposal  to  extend  the  line  as  far  as  Maracaibo  is  being  seriously 
considered.  All  the  materia!  necessary  for  the  building  of  a  road  of  such 
importance  and  magnitude  is  already  in  the  hands  of  the  promoter-,  so  that 
the  worl:  nf  construction  will  begin  as  soon  as  certain  indispensable  formalities 
have  been  attended  to. 
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RELACIONES  COMERCIALES  EN  AMÉRICA.  IV.* 

MÉXICO,  LA  AMÉRICA  CENTRAL  Y  LAS  ANTILLAS. 

En  el  primero  de  estos  artículos  se  llamó  la  atención  al  desarrollo 
qur  h:ihí;in  va  alran/atlo  las  relaciones  comerciales  de  los  Estados 
Uni  tíos  con  a<|uellos  países  de  la  América  latina  que.  por  terro- 
carril  ó  por  vapor,  quedan  del  nuestro  á  una  distancia  comparativa- 
mente corta.  México,  la  America  Centrai  y  las  Antillas  se  acercan 
más  cada  día  con  íiierza  irresistible,  como  ya  se  demostró,  á  su 
poderosa  vecina  del  norte,  no  solamente  como  á  un  mercado  para 
sus  productos,  sino  como  á  la  mejor  fuente  para  proveerse  de  lo  que 
necesitan.  Aun  Belize,  que  es  colonia  de  una  gran  potencia  euro- 
pea, encuentra  más  provechoso  trañcar  con  los  Estados  Unidos  que 
con  ta  madre  patria,  y  su  dependencia  de  los  mercados  norte- 
americanos va  volviéndose  rá[)idamente  casi  absoluta.  Ya  los 
Estados  Unidos  le  venden  dos  veces  más  ilc  lo  (jue  le  vende  la 
Gran  Bretaña  y  más  de  lo  que  com[)ra  á  todos  los  otros  j)aíses 
combinados.  Hasta  hov,  los  mercados  británicos  continúan  absor- 
hiendo  ia  mayor  parte  de  sus  productos,  pero  con  el  desarrollo  del 
comercio  de  frutas,  para  las  cuales  Nueva  Orleans  es  un  punto  de 
distribución,  estas  condiciones  se  cambiarán.    Kn  ia  actualidad,  el 

•El  primero  de  csia  serie  de  artículos  fué  publicado  en  el  "  Boletín  Mensual  "  cor- 
espondiente  al  mes  de  julio  de  1897. 
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palo  de  campeche  y  la  caoba  forman  la  gran  masa  de  la  exporta- 
ción de  la  colonia,  pero  la  baja  de  los  precios  y  el  aumento  en  los 
gastos  de  producción  indican  que  estos  artículos,  que  son  los  que 
principalmente  se  envían  á  Inglaterra,  disminuirán  necesariamente. 
Los  plátanos  y  el  chicle  o  goma  de  mascar,  se  mandan  exclusiva* 
mente  â  los  Estados  Unidos,  y  aunque  la  producción  de  este  último 
a:  tic  ulo  puede  llegar  á  extinguirse  dentro  de  pocos  años,  es  proba- 
ble (|ue  la  exportación  á  este  país  de  estos  dos  producto  principales 
continue  aumentando  en  un  futuro  no  lejano. 

I^s  importante  observar  que  el  Cónsul  de  los  Estados  Unidos 
en  Belize,  Señor  M  orlan,*''  atribuye  el  aumento  del  tráñco  al  hecho 
de  haberse  mejorado  los  medios  de  transportación,  lo  que  viene  á 
comprobar  la  verdad  de  lo  que  se  ha  sostenido  en  estos  artículos, 
á  saber:  que  uno  de  los  primeros  factores  en  el  desarrollo  del 
comercio  son  los  medios  faciles  de  transporte  por  mar  y  por 
tierra.  "  Este  crecimiento,"  dice  el  Cónsul  Morlan,  **ha  sido 
poderosamente  fomentado  por  el  aumento  de  vapores  que  ponen 
á  la  colonia  en  comunicación  directa  con  los  Estados  Unidos,  y 
de  los  cuales  hay  ahora  una  línea  que  hace  servicio  semanal  á 
Nueva  Orleans  y  otra  que  lo  hace  cada  quince  días  á  Mobile. 
La  'Atlas  Line'  ha  hecho  de  este  puerro  una  de  sus  escalas 
regulares,  y  ella  y  la  'Tweedie  Line'  nos  dan  dos  lineas  más  para 
Nueva  York.  Solamente  los  vapores  de  la  línea  de  Nueva 
Orleans  llevan  la  bandera  americana,  pero  los  negocios  y  la 
administración  de  la  otra  puede  decirse  que  son  americanos.  No 
cabe  duda  que  el  grande  y  creciente  tráfico  de  los  Estados  Unidos 
con  este  país  se  debe  casi  exclusivamente  á  los  numerosos  y 
rápidos  medios  de  comunicación,  y  me  parece  que  es  éste  un 
argumento  en  favor  de  que  se  den  subsidios  á  líneas  de  navep^ación 
americanas  que  hagan  viajes  á  países  para  donde  no  existen  buenos 
medios  de  comunicación." 

Es  debido  al  admirable  servicio  de  ferrocarriles  y  vapores  entre 
los  Estados  Unidos  y  México,  el  que  las  relaciones  comerciales 
entre  los  dos  países  hayan  crecido  sin  interrupción,  y  esto  á  des^ 
pecho  de  ciertas  preocupaciones  y  de  los  obstáculos  que  ofrecen 
los  aranceles  de  aduana,  así  como  las  diferencias  de  lenguaje  y  de 
raza.    Por  la  primera  vez  se  están  aprovechando  eficazmente  las 

*\'r;'t-i.  --u  informe  nnual  fc-chado  el  26  de  noviembre  de  1896,  publicado  en  laS 
"  Cummcrcial  Kelutions  oí  the  United  States,"  Voi.  1",  página  437. 
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ventajas  que  brinda  la  posición  geográ6ca  de  los  dos  países.  Hay 
2,500  millas  por  íérrocarril  de  San  Luis  á  la  ciudad  de  México  y 
la  distancia  es  la  misma  á  San  Francisco.  Los  gastos  de  fletes  á 
Chicago,  Indianapolis,  Louisville,  Detroit,  Cincinnati,  Cleveland, 

liuffakx  Pitrsbur<^.  Filadélfia,  Xiu  va  \\)xk  y  otros  centros  impor- 
tantt.s.  s(-  li;in  rcchicido  al  iiuniniuiu  j>or  medio  de  una  conipctciKMa 
activa.  Del  puerto  de  V^era  Cruz  :i  Nueva  ^'ork  la  distancia  por 
agua  es  solamente  de  2,068  millas,  y  de  1  ampico,  de  1,956.  May 
líneas  de  vapores  muy  cómodos  que  hacen  viajes  regulares  entre 
esos  puntos.  Otros  vapores  mantienen  la  comunicación  con  Gal- 
veston, Nueva  Orleans,  Mobile  y  otros  puertos  del  Golíb.  Hay 
cerca  de  6,000  millas  de  Vera  Cruz  y  de  Tampico  á  Barcelona,  en 
España,  y  se  gastan  24  días  para  llegar  á  Liverpool  dando  una 
gran  vuelta.  Es  evidente,  pues,  que  las  vías  naturales  del  comer- 
cio son  las  que  existen  entre  México  y  los  listados  L' nidos  y  cjue 
á  nieditla  (jue  se  desarrollen  y  mejoren,  los  dos  países  reportarán 
proporcionalmente  grandes  ventajas. 

Datos  estadísticos  recientemente  suministrados  por  el  Señor 
Thomas  T.  Criti  knden,  Cónsul  General  de  los  Estados  Unidos 
en  la  ciudad  de  México,  demuestran  que,  con  esfuerzos  compara- 
tivamente pequeños,  los  Estados  Unidos  envían  ya  como  la  mitad 
de  lo  que  se  importa  en  México  y  reciben  las  tres  cuartas  partes  de 
lo  que  aquella  república  exporta.  No  es  posible  dudar,  aun  exa- 
minando ligeramente  la  clase  de  productos  de  los  dos  países,  de  que 
con  el  desarrollo  no  interrumpido  de  los  medios  de  transporte,  el 
referida  tráfico  purde  aumentarse  extraordinariamente.  F.ste  hecho 
fué  presentado  vigorosamente  en  un  discurso  que  el  .Señor  Carlos 
Davis,  Presidente  de  la  "Davis  and  Egan  Machine  Tool  Com- 
pany." pronunció  en  la  ciudad  de  México,  cuando  estuvo  allá 
al  frente  de  una  Comisión  de  la  Asociación  Nacional  de 
Fabricantes.  **  México,"  dijo  el  Señor  Davis,  "es  rica  en  pro- 
ductos que  nuestros  comerciantes  desean  comprar,  al  mismo 
tiempo  que  nuestros  talleres  y  fabricas  están  listos  á  suminbtrar 
los  millares  de  artículos  que  México  puede  necesitar  para  el  desa- 
rrollo de  sus  maravillosas  fuentes  de  riqueza.  *  *  ♦  Los 
Estados  Unidos  com[)ran  en  gran  escala  á  los  países  extranjeros 
artículos  que  por  su  naturaleza  rnisnia  no  [)uc(l<^ii  producirse  den- 
tro de  nuestro  territorio.  Muc  hos  de  estos  son  productos  naturales 
de  México,  tales,  por  ejemplo,  como  la  goma  elástica,  varias 
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gomas  usadas  en  el  comercio,  yerbas  medicinales,  minerales» 
maderas  raras  y  palos  de  tinte.  Compramos  además  inmensas 
cantidades  de  cafe,  tabaco,  yerbas  textiles,  frutas  y  nueces  de  toda 
clase  y  calidad,  que  fôcilmente  se  producen  en  México.** 

Los  siguientes  datos,  tomados  de  los  informes  oficiales  de  las 
aduanas  durante  el  año  de  1895,  muestran  á  cuanto  asciende  lo 
que  iitipoi  uiiiios  de  los  artículos  mencionados  y  la  pequeña  can- 
tidad que  compramos  en  México  : 


ArtlculM, 


Goma  dástica  

Gomas  

Yerbas  medicinales  3'  palos  de  tinte 

Caf6  

Tabaco  

Yerbas  textiles  

Frutas  y  nueces  

Toul  


De  otros  paite». 

I>e  México. 

$18,  yoot  000 

$55»  000 

13,300^000 

594.000 

8.900,000 

88,000 

95,000,000 

6,000,000 

14,  700, 000 

13,000 

1 3, 3(10, 000 

4,  300, 000 

16,  joo,  000 

117,  ouo 

178, 100, 000 

11,167,000 

La  tabla  anterior  demuestra  que  de  los  artículos  mencionados 
solamente  le  compramos  á  México  el  seis  por  ciento.  Aquí 
tenemos  una  prueba  evidente  de  que  se  presenta  buena  oportu- 
nidad para  aumentar  la  venta  de  productos  méxicanos  en  los 

Estados  Unidos,  y  nadie  puede  ciaciar  que  vuestra  producciém  es 
capa/  de  alcanzar  un  deburrollu  cien  veces  ma)  ur  cpie  el  que  ahora 
tiene,  bin  que  .se  llef^up  al  límite  de  lo  que  podéis  producir." 

"En  cuanto  á  loque  los  Estados  Unidos  ofrecen  á  México," 
cpntinuó  diciendo  el  Señor  Davis,  ''se  sabe  que  en  la  actualidad 
compran  el  sesenta  y  cinco  por  ciento  de  los  productos  mexicanos. 
¿Qué  es  lo  que  enviamos  para  pagar  por  ellos^  £1  treinta  y 
cinco  por  ciento  lo  cubrimos  con  los  productos  de  nuestros  talleres 
y  fòbricas.  £1  resto  lo  pagamos  en  dinero,  y  esto  no  es  debido 
á  que  Mexico  no  tenga  necesidad  de  maquinaría  y  de  otros 
productos  industriales.  Lo  que  esto  quiere  decir  es  que  México 
recibe  de  lùiropa  la  niaxor  parte  de  sus  impurtaciones.  No 
puede  niem)s  de  ser  evidente  para  todos  que  esta  desigualdad  en 
el  cambio  de  produc  tos  ocasiona  dihcultades  y  gastos  iiuiecesarios 
en  el  tráfico.  La  verdadera  economía  aconseja  naturalmente  que 
se  reduzca  el  costo  de  los  transportes^  tanto  de  dinero  como  de 
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mercancias.  St  los  comerciantes  de  México  tienen  en  los  Estados 
Unidos  un  saldo  anual  á  su  favor  de  unos  $  1 7,000,000,  lo  cual 
es  un  hecho  ^.parii  qiió  llevar  este  dinero  á  México  y  de  allí 

remitirlo  á  lMin){):i  á  tin  de  comprar  electos  que  podrían  obtener 
en  los  Estados  Unidos'?  Aunque  ha^'o  la  pregunta,  se  perfecta- 
mente la  causa  de  este  estado  de  rosas.  Es  que  vosotros  los 
mexicanos  no  conocéis  la  exteni»iòn  y  calidad  de  nuestros  pro- 
ductos. Siempre  que  la  maquinaria  americana  ha  entrado  en 
competencia  con  la  europea,  el  resultado  nos  ha  sido  favorable. 
Ahora  mismo  suministramos  á  las  empresas  mineras  de  la  América 
del  Sur  una  gran  parte  de  la  maquinaria  que  han  menester  para 
el  desarrollo  de  aquella  región." 

"  La  Oficina  de  las  Repúblicas  Americanas,  la  Asociación  Nacio- 
nal de  1* abricantes,  los  Museos  de  Filadélfia,  el  Club  Español  de 
San  Luis,  la  Asociación  tie  1 'Exportadores  de  N  ueva  York  y  otras 
varias  agencias  establecidas  en  este  país,  se  dedican  á  mostrar  á  los 
comerciantes  é  industriales  de  todos  los  países  las  halagadoras 
oportunidades  que  ofirece  el  cambio  de  productos,  y  ningún  tactor 
hay  tan  eficaz  para  fomentarlo  como  el  rápido  desarrollo  de  medios 
de  transporte.  Los  ferrocarriles  no  sirven  solamente  para  llevar 
mercancías,  sino  para  difundir  por  todas  partes  informes  relativos 
á  asuntos  comerciales.  Educan  al  mismo  tiempo  que  enriquecen; 
ponen  en  estrecho  contacto  no  solo  á  los  mercados,  sino  á  los  pue- 
blos. Otro  tanto  puede  decirse,  en  mayor  6  menor  escala  de  las 
líneas  de  navegación.  ^  a  México  cuenta  con  7,000  millas  de 
lerrucarril  construiilas  ilurante  los  i'iltinios  treinta  años.  El  pro- 
greso tie  esa  república  ha  sido  maravilloso,  y  continuará  con  cre- 
ciente rapidez,  á  medida  que  se  obtengan  los  beneficios  que  esas 
vías  férreas  han  de  producir.  Hoy  puede  irse  de  Nueva  York  á 
México  por  tres  líneas  de  ferrocarril  y  atravesar  todas  las  diferentes 
secciones  de  aquel  país;  mañana  no  existirá  un  punto  en  la  repú- 
blica donde  no  se  oiga  el  silbato  de  la  locomotora.  Aprovechar 
las  ventajas  que  se  presentan  para  establecer  relaciones  comerciales 
más  estrechas  entre  los  dos  países,  es  un  deber  tan  obvio,  que  lo 
íinico  que  se  necesita  es  llamar  liacia  él  la  atención  de  lus  comer- 
ciantes tie  ambas  re[)éiblicas.  KK^ran  Valle  del  Mississippi,  sobre 
todo,  va  á  encontrar  en  eso  la  llave  de  oro  que  le  abrirá  las 
puertas  del  comercio.    La  perspectiva  que  se  oírecc  al  continente 
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induce  á  sus  habitantes  á  consagrarse  á  un  tráfico  por  largo  tiempo 
desconocido  ô  descuidado. 

Si  se  coopera  al  incremento  de  las  empresas  de  transportación 

por  medio  de  un  hábil  sistema  de  reciprocidad,  el  desarrollo  de  un 
tráfico  mutuo  v  lucrativo  lu)  reconocerá  límites,  eótinuilado  como 
se  verá  por  la  c:?trcc}i("/,  de  rehiciones  entre  los  pueblos  y  el  mejor 
conocimiento  (^ue  los  unos  tendrán  de  los  otros.  Los  aranceles  de 
aduana  de  ambos  países  imponen  derechos  á  los  productos  de  cada 
uno,  lo  cual  ofrece  una  buena  base  para  concesiones  ventajosas. 
A  mi  juicio,  los  Estados  Unidos  podrían  abolir  ó  modificar  los 
impuestos  sobre  los  cueros,  el  tabaco^  los  minerales  y  las  frutas  que 
vienen  de  México,  á  condición  de  que  ese  país  rebajara  los  dere- 
chos que  impone  á  artículos  manuâcturados  que  allá  no  se  pro- 
ducen; y  no  es  posible  dudar  que  dos  Gobiernos  tan  amigos  y  tan 
deseosos  lie  aumentar  el  comercio  entre  los  dus  países,  llegarían 
proiuo  á  un  arreglo  que  mert  cería  los  aplausos  de  la  gran  masa  de 
la  población  en  ambas  naciones.  El  íiálíil  y  progresista  Presi- 
dente de  México,  (jeneral  Don  Porfirio  Díaz,  se  ha  mostrado 
frecuentemente  animado  de  un  espíritu  amistoso  hacia  los  Esta- 
dos Unidos,  y  se  cree  que  está  muy  en  íavor  de  que  se  establezca 
alguna  clase  de  reciprocidad  comercial.  Se  puede  asegurar  que 
el  Presidente  McKinley  se  interesa  también  en  que  se  remuevan 
los  obstáculos  que  existen  para  el  desarrollo  del  comercio,  puesto 
que  se  anuncia  que  en  breve  emitirá  un  decreto  concediendo  á  las 
mercancías  que  vengan  á  los  Estados  Unidos  en  navios  mexicanos 
la  misma  exención  de  derechos  diferenciales  que  se  conceden  en 
México  á  los  efectos  que  llegan  en  barcos  americanos.  Como 
México  ha  abolido  ya  los  derechos  diferenciales  sobre  las  mercan- 
cías que  llegan  en  buques  de  vela,  y  no  los  impone  á  las  que  son 
llevadas  por  vapores,  la  resolución  tlel  1 'residente  McKini.ey 
removerá  muy  pronto,  sin  duda  alguna,  loque  ahora  aparece  como 
una  amenaza  inminente  para  el  comercio.  Si  el  espíritu  amistoso 
que  prevalece  se  hiciera  extensivo  á  un  arrejlo  nuevo  y  completo 
de  las  relaciones  entre  los  dos  países  en  lo  relerente  á  las  aduanas, 
no  habría  la  menor  dificultad  en  llegar  á  una  inteligencia  que 
aumentaría  el  cambio  de  productos  sobre  bases  equitativas,  hono 
rabies  liberales,  á  satisfacción  general. 

Las  mismas  observaciones  pueden  hacerse  substancialmente 
respecto  de  la  América  Central.  No  solamente  el  tráfico  con  los 
Estados  Unidos  crece  constantemente  con  el  desarrollo  de  los 
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medios  de  transportación,  sino  que  se  multiplican  las  pruebas  de 
que  S€  aprecian  más  las  grandes  ventajas  que  han  de  resultar  de 
mantener  relaciones  más  estrechas  con  la  república  del  norte. 
Acaba  de  anunciarse  que  Honduras  ha  otorgado  una  concesión  á 
un  sindicato  de  capitalistas  americanos  para  la  construcción  de  un 
ferrocarril  interoceánico  á  través  de  aquel  país  y  para  el  estableci- 
miento de  una  linea  de  vapores  en  el  costa  de  la  América  Central 
sobre  el  Atlántico.  El  Cónsul  de  los  Estados  Unidos  en  Mana- 
gua, Señor  Paui.  Wiksike,  comunica  que  el  Presidente  de  Nica- 
ragua, Señor  Zelaya,  vería  con  pisto  que  si:  cDii.^trii vera  con  t  ¡ipital 
americano  una  vía  térrea  del  interior  de  la  rrpúblic  a  á  la  costa  del 
Atlántico,  y  que  á  ese  fin  está  dispuesto  á  otorgar  favorables  con- 
cesiones. La  amistad  de  Costa  Rica  hacia  los  Estados  Unidos  y 
el  espíritu  progresivo  de  ese  país  son  bien  conocidos.  Durante 
los  últimos  años,  los  Estados  Unidos  han  superado  á  la  Gran 
Bretaña  en  el  tráfico  con  Costa  Rica,  que  hasta  el  año  de  1894 
recibía  más  manufacturas  inglesas  que  de  cualquier  otro  país.  Es 
un  hecho  que  en  toda  la  America  Central  el  espíritu  de  empresa, 
la  industria  y  el  capital  americanos  van  sobreponiéndose  á  toda 
ci)[npetencia.  \\\  momento  ha  llegado  en  el  íI(  sarrollo  comercial, 
tan  largo  tiempo  esperado,  tic  tomar  mcditlas  enérgicas  para 
remover  todos  los  obstáculos  que  se  encuentren  en  su  camino. 
No  es  materia  de  conjeturas,  sino  de  hechos,  que  los  Estados 
Unidos  se  encuentran  en  los  primeros  albores  de  un  crecimiento 
que  llegará  á  ser  inmenso  con  sólo  que  se  tomen  el  trabajo  de 
fomentarlo. 

En  las  Antillas,  con  la  sola  excepción  du  Cuba,  las  condi- 
ciones son  más  favorables  todavía.  Las  colonias  británicas  envían 
á  los  Estados  Unidos  productos  por  valor  de  más  de  $  1 1 ,000,00o, 
y  reciben  de  nosotros  substancias  alimenticias  y  arteíactos  por 
valor  de  cerca  de  $10.000,000.  Muchas  de  ellas  dependen  prác- 
ticamente de  los  Khtados  lenidos  para  los  artículos  de  primera 
necesidad.  Un  sistema  de  reciprocidad  aseguraría  el  consumo  en 
dichas  colonias  de  muchos  electos  manutacturados  que  ahora 
compran  en  Europa.  Con  medios  de  transportación  barata  se 
aumentaría  más  ese  tráfico.  Durante  los  últimos  dos  años^  el 
capital  americano  ha  sido  invertido  en  gran  escala  en  Santo 
Domingo,  y  la  extensión  de  sus  operaciones  á  la  vecina  república 
BnlL  ITo.  4  5 
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de  Haiti  es  probaWrmrnte  una  cik  ^rión  de  tiempo.  Las  dificul- 
tades de  Cuba  .solamente  puede  esperarst-  (jut-  se  arreglen  al 
impulso  de  fuerzas  económicas,  que  pondrán  otra  vez  á  esa  isla 
tan  fértil  en  estrec  luis  relaciones  con  los  Estados  Unidos.  Cuando 
uno  ú  otro  de  los  bandos  haya  agotado  sus  fuerzas  en  la  lucha,  se 
llegará  á  un  arreglo  de  la  cuestión,  aunque  los  £stados  Unidos 
no  logren,  como  es  probable,  dar  solución  al  problema  en  bene- 
ficio de  la  humanidad  y  de  acuerdo  con  los  principios  que  son  tan 
caros  á  todo  verdadero  americano.  Aun  bajo  las  actuales  condi» 
Clones,  se  ha  dado  ya  un  pasu  hacia  el  establecimiento  de  la 
reciprocidad.  A  pesar  de  la  poca  voluntad  que  con  írecuencia 
ha  manifestado  el  Ciobierno  español  en  cuanto  á  hacer  conce- 
siones á  los  Estados  Unidos,  el  cable  ha  anunciado  que  se  ha 
hecho  un  nuevo  arancel  de  aduanas  para  Cuba,  que  rebaja  los 
(1(  r(  (  hos  sobre  casi  todos  los  artículos  importados  de  los  £stados 
Unidos. 

La  proximidad  de  este  país  á  México,  la  América  Central  y  las 
Antillas,  sugiere  el  pensamiento  de  que  es  ése  un  campo  vasto  y 
fértil,  que  debe  servir  de  teatro  para  el  primer  avance  hacia  ade- 
lante de  la  industria  y  del  comercio.    He  procurado  demostrar  que, 

con  solo  esíuer/os  parciales  y  espasmodu  os,  ya  se  han  alcanzado 
resultados  (pie  indi(^an  hasta  donde  se  podría  llegar  si  el  Gobierno 
y  los  intereses  comerciales  de  los  Estados  Unidos  cooperaran  de 
una  manera  inteligente  en  ese  sentido  y  aprovecharan  en  toda  su 
extensión  1  as  ventajas  naturales  que  se  presentan.  Las  disposiciones 
sobre  reciprocidad  contenidas  en  la  nueva  tarifa  de  aduanas,  ofrecen 
á  la  administración  del  Presidente  McKinley  los  medios  para 
remover  los  obstáculos  con  que  tropieza  el  comercio,  dando  á  éste 
•  un  curso  más  libre,  y  no  es  de  dudar  que  sabrán  aprovecharse  con 
habilidad.  Los  fabricantes  y  exportadores  de  los  Estados  Unidos 
no  tienen  sino  aumentar  sus  esfuerzos  en  cuanto  se  relaciona  al 
tráfico  con  los  países  de  que  aquí  se  trata.  Ya  ocupan  una  parte 
de  ese  campo,  y  pueden  fácilmente  adelantar  sus  avanzadas  y  hacer 
de  esa  región  la  base  de  sus  operaciones  á  fin  de  abarcar  todo  el 
comercio  de  la  America  latina.  Para  obtener  buen  éxito,  no 
tienen  sino  llevar  á  la  empresa  el  mismo  espíritu  de  liberalidad  y 
el  mismo  empuje  que  han  servido  para  construir  las  grandes 
líneas  de  transportación,  con  sus  ramales  que  alcanzan  hasta  los 
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Últimos  rincones  del  país,  y  estudiar  las  necesidades  de  sus  parra- 
quianos  dt  la  America  latina  de  la  misma  manera  que  han 
estudiado  las  de  sus  parrcx^uianos  de  los  Estados  Unidos. 


REPÚBLICA  ARGENTINA. 

a»  Supplemento  «I  n»  58. 

I.  — DECRETO  DE  FECHA       í>F  ABRIL  DE  189Ó,  MODIFICANDO 

EL  ARTÍCULO  26  DE  LA  LEY  DE  ADUANA  EN  VIGENCIA, 

\JBe^n  vfieialàit  5  de  auyo  189A,  ii*83S>] 

Aktículo  1. — ^Los  cónsules  argentínos,  al  visar  los  manifiestos  generales  de 
los  buques,  no  exigirán  la  especificación  del  peso  y  volumen  de  cada  bulto, 
requiriendo  en  cambio  de  los  cargadores»  en  el  juego  de  conocimientos  respec> 
tivos,  la  consignación  del  peso  ó  del  volumen  de  cada  bulto,  según  paguen  el 
flete,  cuando  se  trate  de  mercaderías  en  bultos  denominados  '*de  Hacienda,"  y 
en  los  demás  casos  dicho  peso  y  volumen  cnplobadns. 

Art.  2. — La>  .idunnas  de  ía  República  no  despacharán  mercadería  alguna,  si 
lo'  conocimicnto-í  acornpañut]u>  al  rcspcrivo  pedidt)  de  despacho  no  vienen  en 
las  condiciones  de  ia  ley,  de  acuerdo  con  ia  declaración  hecha  por  este  decreto. 
•  «  •  «r  *  *  «r 

II.  — DFCRFTO   DF,  21   DE   MAYO  DE  1896,  CORRIGIENDO  UN 

ERROR  DE  LA  TARIFA  DE  AVALÚOS  VIGENTE.  ' 

[iMtfiif  ofiitíai  de  30  mayo  de  1896,  nf  855.] 

Bn  virtud  del  presente  decreto,  el  despacho  de  las  holsUas  de  mano  de  las 
partidas  n*^  1547  i  1551  del  Arancel  aduanero  vigente,  se  hará  tomando  por 
unidad  de  medida  la  docena  en  vez  del  kilo* 

IlL— DECRETO  DE  i«  DE  JULIO  DE  1896,  CORRIGIENDO  UN 
ERROR  DE  LA  TARIFA  DE  AVALÚOS  EN  VIGENCIA. 

[BoMin  oficial  de  4,  <lc  juHo  de  1896,  n»  88x] 

Kií  virtud  del  presente  decreto,  el  aforo  de  la  partida  n"  2281  del  Arancel 
vigente,  que  dice;  "  i'jntura  en  tubitos,  inclusive  éstos,"  es  de  rrcinra  ceriTavos 
oro  cada  kilo,  en  lugar  de  seis  pesos  treinta  centavos  oro,  con  i^uc  actualmente 
figura. 
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IV.— DECRETO  DE  30  DE  JULIO  DE  1896,  ACCORDANDO  UNA 
TARA  AL  CAFÉ  t>E  ACHICORIA  (^L  E  SE  IMPORTE, 

[fiolfí:n  ofitial  «le  j*  de  Agosto  de  n"  905  ] 

Fn  virtud  de!  presente  derreto  se  acuerda  la  tara  de  20  por  ciento  al  café  de 
achicoria,  suelto,  en  cajones,  que  se  importe. 


COLOiMBlA. 

[4»  suplemento  al  cuaderno  Ko.  90,  ina.\  o  de  1S97.I 

i.— RESOI  T'CIÓN  MINISTERIAL  DK  FKCH  \  6  1)1.  I  FBRFRO  DE 
1S97,  C ORRK.IKNDO  UNA  OMISION  l'ADKCIDA  EN  EL  TEXTO 
DE  LA  LEV  160  DE  28  DE  DICIEMBRE  DE  1896. 

[Diario  ojíciai  de  9  de  febrero  de  1897,  No.  loq?.) 

Habiéndose  padecido  un  error  en  el  texto  de  la  ley  1 60  de  28  de  diciembre 
de  1896^  publicada  en  el  Diariù  oJicùU  de  12  de  enero  de  1897,  No.  10233, 
esta  ley  se  completfi  como  sigue  : 

El  párrafo  único  del  artículo  4  se  encenderá  redactado  de  la  sig;uiente  manera: 

*•  Párrafo, — Lo  di  ¡  uo^to  en  la  presente  ley  no  altera  la  resoluci<^n  dictada 
por  el  Ministerio  de  Hacienda  con  fecha  6  de  julio  de  1895,  relativa  á  la  clase 
de  la  Tarifa  á  que  corresponden  los  artículos  de  la  Empresa  eléctrica  de  que 
trata  dicha  re<^nluri/Mi,  y  dichos  artículos  quedan  además  exentos  del  recargo  que 
•se  establece  por  la  presente  ley." 

U.— CIRCULAR  DEL  MINISTERIO  DE  HACIENDA.  DE  27  DE  FE- 

BRERO  DE  1897,  No.  27829,  RELATIVA  A  LA  FECHA  EN  gUE 
HA  DF,  KlFCrT ARSR  EL  AUMFATO  V  LA  DIMINUCIÓN  DE 
LOS  DERECHOS  DE  ADUANA  DE  ^UE  TRATA  LA  LEY  160  de 
1896'  Y  MODO  COMO  DEBEN  HACERSE  LAS  RESPECTIVAS 

LIQUIDACIONES. 

[/Mirn»  (!iCe»t/de  ti  de  fetnvro  de  1897,  No.  10273.] 

El  aumento  y  la  diniinucicSn  de  lus  derechos  de  importación  de  que  tratan  los 
artículos  1",  z'*,  f,  y  4**  de  la  ley  160  de  1896  comentarán  á  ejecutarse  el  dfa 
19  de  abril  del  presente  afto,  de  acuerdo  con  los  artículos  20$  de  la  Constitua 
d6n  y  61,  6z,  64  y  65  de  la  ley  149  de  1888. 

Dicho  aumento,  6  sea  la  cantidad  que  ha  de  cobrarse  además  de  los  derechos 
que  determina  la  ley  36  de  1886^  c(ni  las  reformas  que  se  le  han  hecho  hasta 
ahora,  inclusive  las  del  artículo  4**  de  la  citada  ley  160,  deberá  liquidarse  separa» 

I  V^nae  3*  snpi.  al  cnad.  No.  9b. 
*TéBK  el  AiHOoel,  coadeno  Noi.  90. 
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damente,  computándolo  sólo  sobw  los  derechos  primitivos  fijaaos  en  .a  misma 
ley  36,  sin  las  referidas  refbnnas. 

Verificado  esto,  se  sumará  el  eniinciado  aumento  con  los  demás  derechos  de 
que  se  ha  hablado  y  se  recargará  el  tota!  de  la  liquidacií'in  con  el  25  por 
ciento  que  expresan  los  artículos  i**  de  la  ley  88  de  1886  y  1"  de  la  ley  185  de 
1896. 

DESCUBRIMIENTO  DE  DEPÓSITOS  DE  CARBÓN. 

El  Señor  C.  F.  Z.  Caracristi  da  cuenta  del  dt. se  ubri miento  de 
unos  depósitos  de  carbón  en  la  vecindad  de  Cartagena.  Ha- 
blando de  estos  depósitos,  dice  el  Señor  Caracristi  : 

Los  depósitos  de  carbón  están  situados  en  el  Departamento  de  Bolivar, 
República  de  Colombia,  cerca  dd  rio  Sino,  en  las  sabanas,  á  ocho  ó  diez  millas 
de  la  bahfa  de  Cispata.  Las  distancias  aproximadas  de  los  ciudades  adyacentes 
son  como  sigue:  Cartagena,  48  millas;  Barranquilla,  120;  Santa  Marta,  168$ 
Colón»  240;  Puerco  Limón,  410;  Jamúca,  480;  New  York,  1,840. 

El  Seffor  Caracristi  comunica  que  los  campos  de  carbón  com« 
prenden  un  área  de  2 15,000  acres  y  según  él  calcula,  contienen 
300,000,000  de  toneladas  de  carbón.    Todo  el  territotio  está  en 

posesión  de  los  indios  de  San  Andrés  bajo  un  título  de  concesión 
de  origen  español.  Ksto.s  indios  constituyen  una  tribu  indepen- 
diente conipuest;»  de  no  más  de  i  1,000  personas;  son  pacíficos  é 
industriosos  y  ia  cría  de  garrido  rcmstituye  su  principal  ociipación. 
Exportan  de  75,000  á  1 00,000  cabezas  de  ganado  anualmente. 

£1  Señor  Caracristi  ha  arrendado,  á  iKimbre  de  la  compañía 
que  representa,  las  carboneras  ya  descritas,  por  un  término  de  48 
años. 

£1  Cónsul  Smyth E,  referiéndose  al  mismo  objeto,  dice: 

El  carbón,  una  niucàlra  del  cual  puede  verse  en  esta  oficina,  parece  ser  de 
buena  calidad.  £1  espesor  de  las  venas  es  de  i  &  lo  pies.  La  formación  del 
lecho  es  una  piedra  arenisca  de  pizarra  bituminosa  descompuesta,  y  pizarra  en 
liminas  de  una  pulgada  i  un  pie  de  espesor. 

Según  el  Señor  Caracristi,  el  costo  de  explotación  será  como 
sigue:  Extracción.  40  centavos  por  tonelatla:  carga,  20  centavos;  y 
transporte  al  mar,  Ò0  centavos.    Total,  $1.20. 

También  se  encuentra  carbón  en  la  costa,  más  allá  de  la  bahía 
de  Cispata.  Este  es  de  buena  calidad,  antracito  y  carbón  bitumi- 
noso. Como  este  último  depósito  está  á  considerable  distancia  de 
los  puertos  principales  colombianos,  no  se  considera  conveniente 
su  explotación  por  el  presente. 
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CHILE. 

NUEVO  MINISTERIO. 

EI  nuevo  gabinete  del  presidente  íikrazuriz  ha  quedado  cons- 
tituido con  los  siguientes  mienabros: 

^îinistro  de  lo  Interior»  Seffor  Valdés  Cuevas. 
Ministro  de  Guerra  y  Marina,  Sefior  Palacios  Zajals. 
Ministro  de  H;iclcnda,  Sefior  Don  Emas  FernXndez  Albano. 
Ministro  de  Justicia  ¿  Instrucción  Publica^  Sefior  Don  Domingo  AmunXtecvi 
Rivera. 

Ministro  de  Industria  y  Ohras  Pública?.,  Señor  Don  Domingo  ToRRO  HeRRERA. 

Ministro  de  Rclaclouc:^  Exteriores,  Señor  Silvkla  Cru/.. 

Dícese  por  conducto  fidedigno  que  la  mayoría  del  nuevo  gabi- 
nete se  ha  declarado  en  hvoí  de  la  pronta  terminación  de  la  sec- 
ción chilena  del  ferrocarril  trasandino.  Esta  importante  medida 
será  sometida  en  breve  á  la  consideración  del  Congreso  chileno. 


COSTA  RICA.  • 

TRÁFICO  Y  COMERCIO  EN  1896. 

Los  siguientes  datos  acerca  del  tráfico  y  comercio  de  Costa 
Rica  en  el  año  de  1896,  han  sido  tomados  de  un  informe  presentado 
últimamente  al  Ministerio  de  Relaciones  Exteriores  de  la  Gran 

Bretaña. 

CAPf. 

El  precio  del  cafe,  que  es  el  producto  principal  y  el  que,  por  consiguiente, 
afecta  más  el  tráfico  del  país  en  general,  se  ha  mantenido  bien.  La  cosecha, 
aunque  no  prande,  fué  próximamente  como  la  de  los  últimos  años,  y  un  poco 
mayor  c|uc  la  de  lé^^. 

MADERAS. 

Hubo  gran  aumento  en  los  embarques  de  maderas  (cedro  y  fustete),  y  se  ha 
dado  á  este  ramo  especial  incremento,  debido  al  alto  precio  del  cedro  en  los 
niercadob  extranjeros. 

BAKANOS. 

No  ha  habido  aumento  en  el  comercio  de  bananos,  y  el  número  de  racimos 
exportados  ha  sido  casi  igual  al  de  La  tentativa  hecha  por  la  Compañia 

de  Macina  de  exportanr  su  propia  fruta  resultó  en  un  verdadero  chasco*  7  cada 
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embarque,  con  excepcif'in  de  uno  6  dos,  ocasionó  cor  i  í^ri^'c  pérdida,  por  lo 
cual  en  agosto  abandonó  la  empresa.  La  compañía  denominada  "The  Tropi- 
cal Trading  and  Transport  Companv,  Limited,"  compra  y  exporta  la  fruta, 
habiendo  tomad  d  el  negocio,  lu  mismo  que  varias  plantaciones  de  banano  y 
considerable  extensión  de  terreno  de  manos  de  Mr.  Minor  C.  Kiith.  La  com- 
pañía recibe  la  iruta  al  ladu  de  la  linca  icrrca,  y  de  un  ano  á  esta,  parte  ha 
estado  pagando  á  los  plantadores  25  centavos  oro  americano,  por  cada  racimo  de 
primera  clase  y  1 2^  cencawii  por  los  de  segunda. 

TaXnCO  1>E  IMPORTACIÓN. 

En  cuanto  á  la  importaddn,  los  datos  que  he  podido  obtener  en  mis  conver- 
saciones con  miembros  de  importâtes  casas  de  comercio,  demuestran  que, 
aunque  menor  que  en  1895,  el  alio  de  1896  fué  generalmente  satis&ctorio. 
Todos  convienen,  sin  embargo,  en  que  durante  la  primera  mitad  del  afio  los 
negocios  fueron  mejores  que  en  la  sqgunda.  En  los  âltimos  seis  meses  las 
negociaciones  fueron  mis  dificiles,  la  competencia  mayor,  los  precios  más  bajos 
y,  en  consecuencia,  las  ganancias  menores. 

ADUANAS. 

Kn  mar/o  pa-^ado  se  publicaron  algunas  disposiciones  reglamentando  la 
manera  de  adr"itir  las  inuestras  que  traen  consigo  los  agentes  de  casas  de  co- 
mercio, A  su  llegada,  se  hace  por  los  empleados  de  la  aduana  un  examen  minu- 
cioso de  dichas  muestras  y  se  turna  nota  de  éllas.  Ë1  dueño  deposita  el  valor 
de  los  derechos  y  í  continuación  puede  llevarse  sus  muestras.  Si  éstas  vuelven 
á  la  aduana  dentro  del  término  de  sesenta  días  para  ser  reembarcadas,  y  se  las  en- 
centra conformes  con  la  nota  que  de  ellas  se  tomd,  tanto  en  lo  que  toca  ft  la 
cantidad  como  ft  la  calidad,  se  devuelve  la  cantidad  depositada  por  el  valor  de 
los  derechos.  En  caso  de  que  no  vuelvan  dentro  de  los  sesenta  dfas  6  de  que 
felte  algún  articulo  ó  se  le  encuentre  alterado  en  cuanto  ft  la  calidad,  el  depon- 
íante pierde  la  cantidad  depositada. 

En  este  afío  se  ha  introducido  también  una  modificación  en  el  reglamento 
que  fija  el  tiempo  durante  el  cual  las  mercancías  pueden  dejarse  en  depósito, 
reduciendo  aquél  de  un  año  á  cuatro  meses.  Las  mercancías  que  en  esc  tiempo 
no  hayan  sido  sacadas  del  depósito  son  vendidas  en  almoneda.  Sin  embargo, 
quince  dfas  antes  del  señalado  para  la  venta,  se  ha  de  publicar  en  la  Gaceta 
Oficial  un  aviso  en  el  que  se  den  las  marcas  y  el  número  de  los  paquetes  y  una 
descripci6n  de  to  que  contienen. 

El  decreto  de  i**  junio  de  1895,  que  exime  de  derechos  ft  todo  el  material 
fijo  y  rodante  para  lo  construcción  de  tranvías  y  ferrocarriles  ligeros  en  las 
haciendas  que  quedan  hacia  el  Atlftntico,  seguirft  teniendo  efecto  hasta  el  21  de 
octubre  de  1898. 

NAVBOACIÓN  Y  TONEIAJB. 

Poco  tengo  que  decir  sobre  este  particular. 

El  tonelaje  de  los  navios  que  llegan  al  L'unón,  ha  aumentado  cerca  de  38,000 
toneladas.    Ha  cesado  el  servido  semanal  de  la  compafffa  conocida  con  el  nom- 
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bredc  "  Banana  Steamship  Company."  Este  servicio  termin<^  cuando  la  compañía 
desisti')  de  seguir  exportando  sus  propios  bananos.  Por  otra  parte,  los  vapores 
de  la  compañía  italiana  "La  Veloce,"  de  Cicnova,  que  traen  carga  de  los  puertos 
de  Italia  y  de  España,  llegan  al  Limón  una  vez  al  mes,  y  hay  un  vapor  extra- 
ordinario cada  do^  meses. 

Fuera  de  estas  dos  excepciones,  el  servicio  de  vapores  permanece  lo  mismo  que 
cuando  remití  mi  último  informe, 

£1  tonelaje  no  ha  aumentados  en  Puntarenas»  en  cuanto  á  los  vapores  se 
refiere,  pero  n  en  lo  que  toca  á  los  barcos  de  vela,  pues  éste  es  casi  el  doble  de 
lo  que  era  en  189$.  Esto  se  explica  por  la  actividad  en  el  cr&fico  de  madera. 
La  mayor  parte  de  los  buques  de  vela  ha  venido  en  lastre  i  cargar  madera. 

SALAMOS. 

Los  salarios  aqui  son  los  siguientes: 

Los  carpinteros  y  albañiles  ganan  de  dos  pesos  y  medio  á  cinco  por  dia,  según 
la  capacidad  de  cada  cual  para  el  trabajo  (en  moneda  inglesa,  de  4s.  6d.  á 

por  día). 

Peones  y  jornaleros  ganan  un  peso  y  medio  (  zs.  6d.). 

FEaaocAaitiL  del  pacífico. 

El  examen  preliminar  de  la  ruta,  que  el  Congreso  autori?/',  v  al  cual  hice 
retereiu  iu  en  un  intorme  pasado,  se  ha  llevado  á  cabo  por  una  comisii'm  bajo 
la  direccinn  del  Señor  Alberto  González,  Jefe  del  Departamento  de  Ca- 
minos V  Obras.  Públicas. 

Este  estudio,  en  el  cual  se  emplearon  seis  meses,  fué  concluido  en  octubre, 
f  el  informe  de  la  comisión,  junto  con  et  cilculo  de  lo  que  costaría  la  construe- 
dón  de  la  linea,  fité  sometido  al  Congreso  por  el  Ministro  de  Fomento. 

Un  plano  de  la  ruta  recomendada  por  la  comisión,  acompaflaba  al  informe. 

En  la  comunicación  que  el  Ministro  dirigió  al  Congreso,  sometiendo  á 
su  consideración  el  informe  y  las  indicaciones  de  la  comisión,  recomienda  con 
instancia  que  se  adopte  la  propuesta  ruta.  Dice  que  el  Ejecutivo,  teniendo  en 
cuenta  la  importancia  de  Puntarenas,  había  instriudo  á  la  comisión  que  en  sus 
estudios  hiciera  lo  posible  por  que  la  linea  terminara  en  aquel  puerto,  pero  que 
después  de  un  e.\a:iieii  detenido  de!  asunto,  se  habían  convencido  de  que,  bajo 
todo  punto  lie  vi^t.i,  el  lucar  liamado  Tivivcs,  que  está  entre  el  Piral,  que 
es  el  puerto  recomendado  por  la  comisión  especial,  y  Puntarenas,  posee  las 
mayores  ventajas. 

Resumendo  los  argumentos  en  favor  de  este  lugar,  el  Ministro  concluye  dicien- 
do que  parece  evidente  que  si  se  lleva  á  Tivivcs  el  término  de  la  Unea  en  el 
Pacifico,  la  construcción  costará  un  miUón  de  pesos  menos  que  si  se  lleva  á  Pun- 
tarenas, dos  millones  menos  que  si  se  lleva  i  Caldera  y  quinientos  mil  pesos 
menos  que  si  se  lleva  al  Pital.  Esto  en  cuanto  al  costo  de  la  obra,  pero  por 
lo  que  hace  á  otras  condiciones,  tales  como  la  extensión  de  la  linea,  lo  gradual 
del  declive  y  las  facilidades  para  la  construcción  y  mantenimiento  de  una  vía 
permanente,  ninguna  otra  ruta  puede  compararse  con  la  de  Tivivcs. 
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Tivives  no  e«  un  puerco  natural,  pero,  según  el  infonne»  se  podría  hacer 

muy  hueno  con  un  gasto  de  un  mill(5n  y  medio  de  pesos,  equivalente  como  í 
^13  :5,000.  R!  ccito  de  la  construcción  de  la  linea  »e  calcula  en  5,022,579 
pesos,  cantidad  equivalente  como  á  ^4:5-5,400. 

El  Congreso  aprob<5  el  informe  y  las  indicaciones  de  la  comisión  y  decretó 
que  se  procediera  á  la  construcción  de  la  línea  y  que  se  adoptara  la  ruta  pro- 
puesta por  la  eombión,  y  que  termina  en  el  puerto  de  TWives,  en  el  golfo  de 
Ntcoya. 

£1  decreto  además  autoriza  al  Ejecutivo  para  que  celebre  lo>  contratos  que 
considere  necesarios  para  la  construcción  de  dicho  ferrocarril  y  para  trabajos 
de  composición  del  puerto  que  será  el  término  de  la  Ifnea.  Todos  estos  con- 
tratos, sift  embargo,  deben  ser  aprobados  por  el  Congreso. 

INGRESOS  Y  EGRESOS. 

La  memoria  del  Ministro  de  Hacienda  para  el  afio  que  termina  el  31  de 
marzo  de  1896,  contiene  el  siguiente  cuadro: 


Total  de  ingresos  durante  el  ano 
Total  de  egresos  durante  el  aflo 

SupeiAvit.  


Cantidad. 


Peaofl. 


M  bras  ester» 
linas. 


0.  52S.075 
6,  107,927 


341,048 


5<>7.  737 
53Ô,  oto 


39, 657 


£1  presupuesto  para  los  aftos  de  1896  y  1897  es  como  sigue: 


Cantidad. 


réso«. 


I.ihrns  rster- 
linaa. 


¡  Ingresos. 
Egresos  . 


6. 49t,  177 
6, 186, 060 


564*450 
537. 9>8 


£1  decreto  en  que  se  aprueba  este  presupuesto,  ordena  que  el  superávit  se 
aplique  de  preferencia  al  establecimiento  ile  la  nueva  moneda  nacional,  á  la 
con>trucción  del  ferrocarril  del  Pacifico  y  á  otras  obras  reconocidas  como  de 

utilidad  pública. 

V.n  este  año  he  reducido  la?  cantidades  en  moneda  corriente  del  país  á  libras 
esterlinas,  á  razón  de  once  pesos  cincuenta  centavos  por  cada  libra. 


D  BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 

Cuadro  comparath-o  de  los  prinñpau-í  r.rííí  uL',  e  xportados  en  los  año"  /c  iSí/j;  y  iSqó. 


Artfcuk». 


Cantidad. 


Café  sacos,    i  Sg,  228 

Bananos  .racimos. ^i,  577, 084 

Caoba  trozos.  I  504 

Cedro  do. . .!     31»  333 

Palo  mora. .  kilos.  9, 703, 014 
Palo  de  rosa.. do  


10,415, 507 
1,  513.  878 

ií>3, 065 
116, 310 


Cantidad. 


853.7301  197.5311 
124.088  1,418,199' 

805  3f)7' 

I3.3W>  53.163 
9*  5a9l»4. 365. 980 
  643.943 


Valor. 


10, 176,  040 
1.333.  io7¡ 
3.  531 
487.  358 
143.  659' 
7*8971 


885.047 
II5>933 

307 

42.  379 
12,  492 
687 


Cuadro  del  ca/é  exportad»  en  el  año  de  iSç6. 


Falsea. 

Sacos. 

P<9K>. 

A'i/oçramûs. 
6,481,  538 
2.  674,  282 
2,  027.  730 
254,  60Ò 
266,  584 

Valor. 

- —  Xjbias 
caterUnas. 

110,447 
44.  448 

33.  886 
4.  306 
4.414 

Comentes. 
5,636,  120 
2,  325.480 
I,  763,  240 
221,  400 
23 1 ,  800 

hstfrftn,:':. 
490,  ixfi 
202.  216 
153.  325 

19.  25» 

20,  156 

197.  531 

11,704,740 

10,  178,  040 

M5.047 

ECUADOR. 

Los  siguientes  datos  relativos  á  Quito^  su  industria,  recursos 

comerciales,  medios  de  comunicación,  etc.,  han  sido  tomados  de 

un  informe  official  de  ícclui  reciente  : 

Debido  k  su  situacit'in  peculiar,  ^uiio  está  privada  casi  por  completo  de  la 
parte  que  debiera  corrcspondcrle  en  el  comercio  directo  de  importación  del 
Ecuador.     Con  excepción  de  do»  ca¡>aá  irance&as,  todo  los  comerciantes  atjuí 

estin  completemente  i  merced  de  agentes  casi  independientes,  residentes  en 
Guayaquil,  por  cuya  mediación  hacen  sus  pedidos  á  un  costo  excesivo. 

IMPORTACIÓN. 

Quito  importa  de  la  Gran  Bretaña  géneros»  de  algodón  y  ferreterSa;  de 
Alemania,  géneros  de  lana,  drogas,  productos  químicos  (principaimence  anilinas) 
cerveza  en  cajas,  y  joyas  ;  de  Francia,  sedas,  ropa  de  vestir,  sombreros  y  guantes  ; 
de  Espafia»  vinos»  escopetas  de  caza  7  ropa  interior  barata;  4e  los  Estados 
Unidos,  aceite  de  carbón  refinado,  medicinas  de  patente,  artículos  de  ferretería 
y  quincallería,  relojes  de  bolsillo  y  de  pared. 
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Las  evporcarioncs  dc  (^lito  no  son  digna?  de  mención,  pero  !a  terminación 
del  ferrocíirríii]  provcccado  \  el  e^tahlecirniento  de  fletes  baratos,  darían  margen 
á  una  gran  corriente  dc  exportación.  Hasta  íeciia  reciente,  se  cxportabci  para 
Guayaquil,  por  la  costa,  una  gran  cantidad  de  manteca,  pero  últúnamente  la 
producción  mas  barata  de  aquel  articulo  en  este  puerto  y  la  competencia  del  pro- 
ducto de  la  semilla  de  algodón,  importado  aquí  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  han 
arruinado  aquella  industria  por  completo. 

PORTAZGO. 

£1  cuanto  i  los  *'^tos  exc^ivos  de  agentes  y  fletes,"  é  introducción  de  arti- 
cules tales  como  vino,  esencias  y  cerveza,  lo  mejor  que  puedo  hacer  es  copiar  i 
continuación  las  siguientes  cifras  que  representan  los  derechos  de  portazgo  que 
ahora  se  pagan  en  J^uito  ; 


•  Vino  :  Ce»ta\«o«. 

Por  caja  de  i  docena   40 

Por  caja  de  s  docenas   80 

Alcohol  de  uva  peruano: 

Por  cada  barril   80 

Cerveza" 

Por  caja  de  i  docena   40 

Por  caja  de  3  docenas  80 


AGRICULTURA. 

£1  Ecuador  es  un  pals  esencialmente  agrícola.  En  las  inmediaciones  de  Quito 
se  cultiva  gran  cantidad  de  trigo,  cebada,  maíz,  lentajas,  frijoles  y  patacas. 
Antes,  gran  parte  de  la  cosecha  ó  no  se  recogía  6  era  arrojada  como  desperdicios, 

pero  en  estos  últimos  años,  debido  al  aumento  de  población  ó  i  la  reducción 
del  área  de  cultivo,  la  situación  ha  cambiado. 

LÚPULO. 

Hasta  el  presente,  la  ccrvc/a  de  excelente  calidad,  del  Ecuador,  ha  venido 
fabricándose  con  malta  y  lúpolo  importados  de  San  Francisco.  El  actual  Mi- 
nistro de  Agricultura,  conocedor  dc  las  desventajas  con  que  luchan  los  fahricanfes 
de  cerveza  á  causa  de  tener  que  importar  ia  materia  prima  del  extranjero,  ha 
pedido  200  matas  de  lúpulo  á  Alemania,  con  la  esperanza  de  aclimatar  esta 
planta.  Si  se  obtiene  éxito  en  el  experimento,  es  probable  que  la  ccr\  eza  reem- 
place al  ron  de  caña  y  chicha  de  muí/  como  bebida  nacional,  pues  la  malla  puede 
prepararse  k  un  costo  mfiümo. 

Se  proyecta  sembrar  el  lópulo  en  Ambato  (á  8,000  ó  9,000  pies  de  altura)  ¡  este 
punto  es  considerado  por  los  botánicos  como  el  más  á  proposito  para  producir 
el  resultado  que  se  desea. 

MOLINOS   DL  HARINA. 

Hay  varios  molinos  dc  harina  movidos  por  c!  Machaneara,  que  pasa  por  Quito, 
y  ia  harina  se  vende  á  5  sucres  el  quintal,  ó  sean  1 2  ciiclincs  aproximadamente 
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por  cada  loo  libra?.  Hav  un  molino  de  construcci<^n  francesa  en  Ambato  que 
produce  una  harina  inmejorable,  mejor  (^ue  la  de  California,  y  la  cual  se  detalla 
á  16  chelines  y  8  peniques  el  quintal. 

HACIENDAS  DE  GANADO. 

Dedícase  eran  arencit'ín  á  l,i  cría  de  ganado  en  la  medida  compatible  con  las 
condiciones  anormales  de  una  hnca  en  el  Kcuadur,  pero  son  por  desgracia  muy 
deficientes  los  métodos  ciemíhcos  que  se  emplean  en  el  tratamiento  de  \o>  ani- 
males, abi  como  en  el  de  la.->  cosechas.  La  panacea  de  ios  ganaderos  aquí  consiste 
en  sangrías  profusas,  cualquiera  que  sea  la  clase  de  enfermedad  que  padezca  el 
ganado  (muermo,  lamparones  d  Cualquiera  Otra).  Por  consiguiente,  es  creddo 
el  número  de  ganado  que  se  pierde  por  razón  de  la  ignorancia.  Ademfts  de  este 
factor  en  la  reducción  del  ganado,  la  puma  ó  león  americano  destruye  anualmente 
un  gran  número  de  reses. 

Generalmente  una  hacienda  de  ganado  contiene  de  1,000  á  3.000  cabezas, 
pero  cuando  forma  parte  de  la  hacienda  uno  de  esos  fríos  y  extensos  p&ramos  * 
donde  se  hace  difícil  atender  directamente  á  las  rcscs  errantes,  se  reproducen 
ésta?  hasta  el  número?;  de  7,000  6  10,000,  nuicluií  de  las  cuales  son  enteramente 
salvajes.  Este  ganado  es  abandonado  en  los  páramos  al  cuidado  de  sí  mismo 
durante  todo  el  año,  y  muchos  de  ¿líos  mueren  de  trio  6  devorados  por  las 
pumas,  y  también,  como  ya  se  ha  dicho,  á  consecuencia  de  las  ignorantes  prácti- 
cas veterinarias.  Cada  año  las  reses  que  están  en  mcjorse  condiciones  son 
encorraladas  y  vendidas  después  para  el  consumo. 

Precios  del  Ganado* 


£  d.  s. 

Caballos  (para  trabajo  ordinario)                                                              8  o  o 

Mulos  (buenos  para  silla)  3$  o  o 

Rucycs                                       ......                                                           S  16  O 

Vacas  de  leche.                                                                                     2  10  o 

Puercos......                                                                                      o  5  o 

Carneros   >                      o  i  8 


AfEDlOS  DE  COMUNICACIÓN. 

Sci'ún  el  inibrmc,  el  \  ia-c  de  Ciua\  aquil  a  Quito  es  de  seis  días  en  ci'modas 
tartana-.  Vaporcitos  de  rio,  dc  cnn'«truccií')n  americana,  conducen  al  viajero 
desde  Guayaquil  hasta  Babahoya;  desde  este  punto  se  continúa  el  viaje  en 
mula.  Aparte  los  inconvenientes  de  la  enrarecida  atmósfera  de  las  montañas, 
el  viaje  no  ofrece  ninguna  seria  incomodidad.  La  monotonía  y  el  cansancio  son 
aliviados  por  los  paisajes  de  los  Andes,  las  cumbres  nevadas  del  Chimborazo,  y 
otras  famosas  montadas  que  se  ofrecen  i  la  vista.  El  costo  del  viaje  de  Guaya- 
quil  á  Quito  es  de  $35  â  $^7.50  por  persona,  incluyendo  una  mula  de  carga  y 
el  forraje.    La  época  mejor  para  hacer  el  viaje  es  de  julio  á  septiembre. 
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PERU. 

Los  siguientes  datos  acerca  de  las  condiciones  comerciales  é 
industriales  en  que  se  encuentra  el  Perú,  son  tomados  del  informe 
general  sobre  ese  país,  presentado  en  1896  al  Ministerio  de  Rela- 
ciones Exteriores  de  la  Gran  Bretaña,  por  el  Cónsul  Alfredo 

St.  John  : 

Imporiaeiwea, 


valor. 


De— 


1894. 


Ln  Gran  Bretaña. .  . . 

Alemania  

Chile  

Francia  

Los  Estados  Unidos. 

Italia  

El  Brasil  

Bélgica  

China  

¡ecuador  

España  , , ,  . . 

Australia  .  

Indiii  

Uruguay  

República  Argentina. 
Otros  jKüses  


.SV  <//•.?. 
6,  2Sy,  386 

s.  S65, 760 

2.  4()7.  000 
I.  576.  5S7 

1,323.  ''*7^> 
445. 

440,  880 
468,  971 

53').  273 
y2,  7W 
109,  612 
49,  801 
48,  782 
217 
2,  171 
250,600 


Total  \  t7,oot,339 


.sv>/,-.<. 

5,  Sy3.  204 

2,642,484 

2,  383,  000 

>.  3"*9.  39'^ 
I,  124.  <)«)3 

413.  232 

443. 15» 

6S7,  9SS 

447.  f»77 
86,  476 
89,  508 

143.  392 
24S.452 
I,  7" 
895 
326. 581 


Sr>/es. 
4.  350*972 
1.957.938 

I,  470,  45<j 
I,  033.  356 
837.  5¿2 
293,  691 
483, 820 
4S9.  4S3 
326,  322 
54. 389 
54. 387 
lüS.  774 

a»  7.  548 


6,526 
50^049 


16,322,055 


".735,269 


4.  H5,  213 
I,  800. 105 

1.479.  320 
I.02S,  S03 
802,  106 
29S,  352 
4S5, 139 
411,  522 
30S,  Ò49 
57,612 
61.  723 

92.  5<l2 
ro2.  ^■'Li 

94,900 
3,096 
601, 1 19 


tt.  7431636 


Exportaciones* 


Valor. 


A— 


La  Gran  Bretaña  

Chile  

Alemania  

Colombia  

Francia  ,. . . 

Ecuador  

América  Central  

Estados  Unidos  

El  tírasU  

Italia  

Bélgica  

Uruguay  

República  Argentina  

Otros  p^ses  

Total  


iSyi, 

\99i. 

1893. 

1894- 

Sirles. 

.%>/.-.<. 

So/,' 

10,  <KJI,  3{;6 

9,  425,  IXM) 

6,  txx) 

5,207.090 

2,  55i,ocjo 

3,  402,  549 

3.  537.930 

1, 1 1 1.  454 

I,  232, 762 

1,  028,  2S0 

76S, 000 

70Í),  340 

539.  579 

I,  371.  040 

S40,  OfJO 

534.  235 

5  So.  449 

531.  27S 

372.  600 

813. 979 

502,  274 

514,  140 

360,000 

686,400 

257, 280 

«50.  070 

120.000 

27S,  oi6 

I,  029,  2S4 

90«í,  314 

1, 014. 000 

26<;.  415 

303. 

335.  í'3íí 

369.099 

3. 

55. 620 

47. 986 

33.606 

26. 474 

272 

171 

340 

28, 646 

1. 206,  454 

I,  2S6,  ¿79 

1, 269, 281 

6â3, 400 

J6.657, 148 

19,969,127 

19,084,645 

14.  758.63s 
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Los  instrunu  ntos  de  barrenar  y  his  hcrnimientas  de  carpinteros 
y  constructoreâ  se  importan  ahora  de  los  Estados  Unidos  en 
muchas  mayores  cantidades  <jue  antes.  Los  (  omerciantes  del 
Perú  prefieren  obtener  estos  artículos  en  los  Estados  Unidos, 
porque  allí  los  hacen  más  finos  y  más  baratos,  al  mismo  tiempo 
que  los  empacan  mejor.  Los  arados  de  mano  son  importados  de 
los  Estados  Unidos,  porque  parece  que  el  febricante  inglés  no 
puede  Ô  no  quiere  hacer  la  clase  de  arado  que  solicitan  en  este 
país.  Acero  en  hoja  de  inferior  t  iilidad,  pero  que  responde  al 
objeto  para  el  cual  se  necesita,  se  importa  ahora  de  los  Estados 
Unidos  á  un  precio  más  bajo  que  el  que  se  paga  por  el  hierro  en 
hoja  de  Inglaterra.  Las  cerraduras  de  puerta  constituyen  un 
artículo  importante,  pero  las  de  tabricación  inglesa  que  vienen  á 
este  pais,  se  consideran  de  un  estilo  antiguo  y  son  más  caras  que 
las  cerraduras  americanas^  alemanas  y  francesas  del  mismo  modela 
Las  cerraduras  americanas  parecen  hechas  con  más  esmero,  y  en 
todo  caso  son  bien  barnizadas,  mientras  que  las  inglesas  tienen  un 
aspecto  muy  pobre. 

Se  ha  dicho  atrás  (pie  la  manera  de  empacar  es  asunto  al  cual 
se  atribuye  bastante  importancia.  Es  indudable  (pie  las  herra- 
mientas y  todos  los  objetos  de  metal  en  general,  ini[K)rtados  al 
Perú  de  los  Estados  Unidos  y  de  Alemania,  vienen  mejor  empa- 
cados que  los  ingleses.  Cosa  fácil  sería  poner  más  cuidado  en 
estos  pequeños  detalles,  si  es  cierto,  como  parece,  que  el  bueno 
ó  mal  éxito  de  un  negocio  puede  depender  de  circunstancias 
insignificantes. 

Las  cervezas  Inglesas  rara  vez  se  importan  ahora,  porque  son 
demasiado  fuertes  y  cuestan  mucho  más  que  las  cervezas  ligeras 

de  Alemania  y  Noru(  ga,  que  tanto  se  buscan  en  el  Perú.  Treinta 
anos  atrás  se  importaban  grandes  cantidades  de  cerveza  de  las 
marcas  de  Bas.s,  Also[is  y  Pennant,  y  no  se  introducían  las  cer- 
vezas alemanas.  Ahora  suct  cl<  rodo  lo  contrario.  Ninguna 
cerveza  inglesa  es  importada  en  cantidad  considerable.  De 
Dublin  y  de  Londres  se  trac  cerveza  negra,  pero  de  las  otras 
clases  apenas  se  introduce  una  cantidad  insigniâcante.  Es  real- 
mente un  hecho  norable  que  los  cerveceros  ingleses  no  puedan 
producir  la  clase  de  cerveza  que  se  necesita  en  la  América  del 
Sur,  donde  están  dispuestos  á  pagar  un  precio  elevado  por  la  cer^ 
veza  extranjera. 
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Com  i(Mip  quizá  nianiírstar  iKjui  ({uc  roda  clase  de  maquinaria 
para  minas,  para  trabajos  agrícolas,  lo  mismo  que  para  manufactu- 
ras y  tundiciones  entra  libre  de  derechos.  Sería  más  correcto 
decir  que  las  máquinas^  y  no  la  maquinaría^  están  exentas  de  dere- 
chos, porque  la  palabra  usada  en  la  tarifa  es  máquina  y  no 
maquinaria;  y  á  fín  de  go^  de  esta  exención,  deben  ser  impor- 
tadas las  máquinas  completas,  aunque  no  precisamente  armadas, 
porque  piezas  separadas,  cuando  se  introducen  sin  las  otras,  pueden 
ser  gravadas  con  derechos  de  aduana. 


AZUCAR. 

El  azúcar  es  el  principal  producto  del  Perú,  pero  este  artículo 
no  tiene  3ra  la  importancia  que  tenía  en  años  pasados.  El  período 
más  prospero  íiié  el  de  1873  á  1878,  cuando  la  producción  anual 
ascendió  como  á  100,000  toneladas,  con  un  valor  de  más  de 

^2,000,000.  La  i  ni  i  (le  azúcar  se  cultiva  en  toda  la  costa  del 
Perú  (l('Sci('  los  '  ha.-r.t  los  18°  de  latinid.  En  casi  todos  los 
valles  comprrndiiios  en  esta  zona  se  encuentran  campos  sembrados 
de  caña  de  azúcar.  Según  una  autoridad  compente,  la  producción 
total  de  azúcar  en  i8(>4.  fué,  en  los  diferentes  departamentos,  la 
siguiente  : 


DepAttamento  de— 

Cantidad. 

• 

Toneladas. 

300 

10^ 000 

aa,  750 

},  200 

3I.<KX> 

Depattaoietito  de— 


Cantidad. 


lea  

Arequipa . 
Tacna . . . . 


Total. 


Toneiadfxs. 
2,  700 
1,400 
«50 


72, 600 


La  superficie  actualmente  cultivada  se  calcula  que  es  como 
de  90,000  acres,  medida  inglesa  (2^.71  acres  constituyen  una  hec- 
tarea)  ;  pero  si  los  terrenos  de  pasto  y  otros  que  pertenecen  á  las 
haciendas,  se  toman  en  consideración,  el  área  dedicada  á  la  indus- 
tria azucarera  se  considera  doble  mayor.  Hay  62  ingenios  de 
azúcar  y  21  molinos  para  la  fabricación  de  hormigón  y  de  chan- 
caca. Se  han  formado  varias  compaíiías  extrangeras  para  la 
explotación  de  la  caña  de  azúcar.  No  son  estas  corporaiúon(  muy 
bien  vistas,  por  considerarse  que  se  apoderan  de  una  industria  que 
hasta  ahora  había  permanceido  casi  exclusivamente  en  manos  de  los 
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peruanos;  pero  es  un  hecho  que  muchas  plantaciones  se  iian  sal- 
vado de  una  ruina  completa  con  haber  pasado  al  poder  de  estas 
compañías  Las  más  importantes,  entre  estas,  son  la  denominada 
Cartavío,  en  el  valle  de  Chicama,  cerca  de  Trujilh):  la  Peruvian 
Sugar  Estatçs  Co^  cerca  de  Chimbóte,  ambas  matriculadas  en  Lon- 
dres; una  compañia  alemana,  conocida  con  el  nombre  de  Casa 
Grande,  y  una  italiana,  llamada  Roma,  que  también  se  encuentran 
en  el  valle  de  Chicama.  El  capital  invertido  en  la  industria 
azucarera,  incluyendo  tierras,  maquinaria  y  todo  lo  demás,  se 
estima  como  cu  /  ?^. 500,000.  El  número  de  trabajadores  y  He 
otros  em{)le;ulc)>  asciende,  bcprn  se  dice,  á  24,000.  Rn  l;i  region 
central  del  Perú,  l.i  caña  de  azúcar  crece  en  hondonadas  ó  barran- 
cos donde  la  temperatura  es  muy  caliente,  pero  la  producción  se 
liinita  á  las  necesidades  locales,  que  son  necesariamente  reducidas. 
En  el  interior  los  precios  varían  considerablemente.  En  la  costa 
un  quintal  de  azúcar  cuesta  solamente  10  chelines;  pero  en 
Huanuco  se  vende  por  £i;  en  Ayacucho  por  £2,  y  en  el  Cuzco 
hasta  por  /2  10  chelines.  El  área  que  «e  cultiva  es  pequeña; 
los  trabajadores  son  indios  prediales,  á  quienes  se  les  paga  en 
especie,  ésto  es,  en  coca  y  en  licores.  Los  trabajadores  libres  reci- 
ben como  40  centavos  por  dia. 

El  produc  to  anual  de  toda  la  región  se  calcula  en  unas  1,730 
toneladas,  gr«ui  parte  de  las  cuales  se  emplea  en  la  destilación. 

Hacia  la  región  tropical,  ó  del  Oriente,  se  encuentran  por 
doquiera,  en  aquellos  inmensos  territorios,  pequeños  campos  sem- 
brados de  caña  de  azúcar;  pero  debido  á  la  escasa  población  y  á 
la  imposibilidad  de  disponer  del  producto  mismo,  lo  que  se  saca 
es  insignificante.  Se  calcula  en  360  toneladas.  En  consecuen* 
cia,  la  producción  total  de  azúcar  en  el  Perú  se  puede  estimar 
como  sigue  : 


Región  de  la  Cosu 
Región  Central  ... 
Región  Tropical  . . 

Total  


Cautidad. 


ToHfladas. 
72,  6uo 

I.  730 
360 


74*690 
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Según  el  inibrme  del  Sñor.  Dalmau,  V ice-Cónsul  británico 
interino  en  Salaveny,  la  producción  en  1895  de  los  famosos  valles 
de  Chicama  y  Santa  Catdina  fué  la  siguiente: 


AftteulOB. 


Azúcar  ... 
Hormigón 


Cantidad. 


ToHf/aáas. 
27. 034 


El  Señor  Dalmau  colculaba  la  producción  para  1896  así: 


AttfeukM. 


Azúcar .... 
Honnig<ki . 


Toneiadas. 
30,000 
3,000 


Para  mejorar  la  industria  azucarera  del  Perú  tres  cosas  son 
necesarias  ;  mejor  maquinaría,  y  por  consiguiente  mayor  capital  ; 
métodos  científicos  más  avanzados,  y  mayor  número  de  trabaja- 
dores. Los  chinos  y  los  negros  van  desapareciendo  poco  á  poco, 
y  se  hace  difícil  reemplazarlos,  porque  los  habitantes  del  interior 
rehusan  trabsyar  en  la  costa  donde  con  frecuencia  son  víctimas  de 
la  tisis.  La  cuestión  del  trabajo  es,  en  verdad,  el  más  importante 
de  los  problemas  por  resolver. 

Hay  registradas  3475  propiedades  mineras  en  la  lista  oficial, 
jicluyendo  metales  de  toda  clase,  principalmente  plata,  y  además 
kOS  depósitos  de  petróleo,  pero  está  muy  lejos  de  ser  ése  el  número 
de  minas  en  explotación.  Cada  propiedad  paga  un  impuesto 
mual  de  15  soles.  £1  producto  de  dicho  impuesto  se  entrega  á 
la  Escuela  de  Minería  de  Lima.  Con  excepción  del  oro  y  de  la 
plata  en  barras,  los  metales  y  el  dinero  acuñado  están  exentos  de 
derechos  de  exportación.  El  valor  total  dt  los  minerales  cxpor- 
todos  del  Perú  es  como  de  7,000,000  de  soles  anualmente,  lo  cual 
as  más  ó  menos  el  doble  de  lo  que  era  ii  i*  t  cmco  años,  l^^sto  se 
debe  en  gran  parte  á  la  introducción  dei  sistema  denominado  de 
kxrviación. 

Ultimamente  se  ha  íundado  en  Lima  una  Sociedad  Nacional 
de  Minería  con  el  fin  de  representar  y  promover  los  intereses  mine- 
ros.   Como  esta  Sociedad  tiene  un  carácter  semi-oficial,  seme- 
jante ai  de  una  Cámara  de  Comercio,  no  cabe  duda  que  servirá 
Boa  No.  4  6 
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dv  provvvnoso  medio  para  tratar  con  v\  Ciobierno  todos  aquellos 
asuntos  que  interesan  á  la  industria  minera. 

ORO. 

Los  depósitos  auntcros  del  Perú  son  probablemente  de  gran 
importancia,  .pero  la  explotación  de  minas  de  oro  ha  sido  hasta 
hoy  bastante  descuidada.  Algunos  de  los  distritos  donde  se 
hallan  los  más  ricos  veneros^  son  en  la  actualidad  de  difícil  acceso. 
En  la  región  del  Amazonas»  el  oro  se  encuentra  en  muchos 
lugares  bien  conocidos,  pero  el  clima,  la  Êilta  de  operarios  y 
la  hostilidad  de  las  tribus  indígenas  sirven  de  obstáculo  pata  su 
explotación. 

En  el  iníorme  de  Sir  Chari.ks  I{.  Mansfield,  publicado  en  afío 
de  1S90,  en  i;is  Misrclliit'u'oi/s  Scrits^  aparecen  señalados  los  ])rinci- 
pales  ileptJsitos  auríteros  del  Vvxú.  Este  interesante  tratado  íué 
elaborado  con  datos  tomados  de  íuenteü  ñdedignas  y  contiene 
cuantas  noticias  era  posible  obtener  acerca  de  tan  importante 
asunto. 

Los  detalles  que  á  continuación  se  registran,  representan  en 
substancia  el  contenido  de  una  exposición  que,  con  el  objeto  de 
que  fuera  insertada  en  el  referido  informe,  hizo  el  Señor  E.  J- 
Prew^,  ingeniero  inglés,  que  acaba  de  regresar  de  Carabaya.  Su 
descripción  contiene,  indudablemente,  los  datos  más  recientes  y 
fidedignos  sobre  el  particular: 

Tal  vez  seria  conveniente  ijuc,  coinu  un  prciaciu  á  mis  observaciones  respecto 
de  este  asunto,  indicara  la  manera  de  llegar  i  los  distritos  donde  se  encuentra  oro. 

El  cilculo  de  las  distandas  que  á  continuación  se  pone»  puede  reputarse  como 
suficientemente  correcto  : 


LngArea. 


Por  ferrocarril  : 

Moliendo-Arequipa  

Arequipa-J  uliaca.  

Jullaca-Santa  Rosa. . ,  , 

En  ínula  : 

Santa  Rosa-Nuñoa  

Nufioa- Palca  , 

P.ilc.i-M.iciis.iiii  

Macusani-C  oaza  

C  oaza-Saco  , . , 

A  pié; 

Saco-Sachapara  

S.irh.ipata-Tamhn  I'.ii.»,  ......... 

Tambo  Pata-Tanibu  l^ampa  ......... 

Tambo  Pampa-Coquint . .  1 

Coquini-Rio  Inambari  {  ^ 
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Dei  Rio  Inambari  sc  puede  ir  á  cualquiera  parte  del  distrito  de  Carabaya.  De 
aquí  cl  tráfico  hace  á  pié.  Kl  tiempo  que  se  emplea  para  trasladarse  de  un 
punto  á  otro  queda  indicado  arriba,  pero  rara  vez  se  recorre  todo  el  travecro 
sin  detenerse  el  viajero  por  pocos  días  en  alEriino?  de  los  sitios  donde  se  acos- 
tumbra hacer  estación;  v  es  absolutamente  necesario  detenerse  en  camino  á  fin 
de  contratar  indios  que  sirvan  de  guías  y  de  cargadores  para  trasportar  lo 
que  hay  que  llevar  de  un  lugar  á  otro,  pues  más  adelante  es  imposible  encontrarlos. 
Hablando  en  general,  los  caminos  no  son  malos,  sino  hasta  que  se  llega  á  Saco, 
aunque  en  ciertos  parajes  están  lejos  de  ser  buenos.  La  elevación  varfa  entre 
4*536  métros  (14,092  pies)  en  Macusani  y  3,783  métros  (12,294  pies)  en 
Coaza,  siendo  próximamente  la  misma  en  Saco. 

£1  clima  es  excelente;  las  lluvias  son  copiosas;  pero  las  fiebres  son  descono- 
cidas, aunque  el  clima  es  realmente  tropical.  La  temperatura  fluctúa  entre  70° 
Fahr.  por  la  noche  y  90°  Fahr.  á  la  sombra  durante  el  dfa.  En  el  sol  asciende 
íi  130  P'ahr.  Este  es  el  término  medio,  pero,  naturalmente,  hay  épocas  ex- 
cepcionales en  (¡ue  hace  más  trio  u  más  calor. 

Crece  alli  c.isi  toda  clase  de  árboles,  tales  como  el  palo  de  hierro,  el  nogal,  la 
caoba  y  varias  maderas  suaves;  pero  debido  á  la  taita  de  máquinas  de  aserrar, 
sirven  de  poco  para  el  efecto  de  sacar  tablas,  aunque  en  caso  de  necesidad  se 
hacen  éstas  con  sierras  de  mano.  Usanse  si  dichas  maderas  para  puntales  en 
las  minas  y  para  construir  las  casas  de  los  mineros.  Son  estas  últimas  en  su 
mayor  parte  simplemente  chozas,  sin  más  pbo  que  la  pura  tierra,  y  á  menudo 
meros  cobertizos  hechos  de  postes  y  palmas.  Raras  veces  tienen  protegidos  el 
frente  y  los  costados,  pero  las  cubren  con  techos  de  palma  que  impiden  que  la 
Uuvia  penetre  en  el  interior.  Sorprende,  sin  embargo,  cuán  cómodas  estas 
chocas  suelen  ser.  Hav  además  casas  construidas  sobre  postes,  pero  éstas  per- 
tenecen por  lo  común  á  personas  acomodadas  y  á  los  dueños  de  minas. 

Puede  decirse  (¡lic  los  animales  son  escasos,  v  más  bien  se  les  oye  que  sc  les 
ve  en  aquellas  espesas  florestas.  Los  más  abundantes  entre  los  jiájaros,  son  los 
loros  de  diversos  colores,  y  de  otros  animales  el  que  niás  abunda  es  el  mono. 
En  el  camino  que  sobre  la  montafia  conduce  á  Inambari  se  hallan  vicuSas, 
alpacas,  venados^  btscachos,  perdices,  patos,  etc. 

Los  naturales  conocidos  con  el  nombre  de  Chunchos»  se  ven  muy  raras  veces. 
Permanecen  en  estado  salvaje  y  en  ocasiones  han  sorprendido  y  asesinado  á  los 
viajeros.  Arcos  y  flechas  de  palo  de  hierro  son  las  armas  que  usan.  Se  supone 
que  &  medida  que  la  civilización  ponetre  en  estas  regiones  los  indios  Chunches 
se  retirarán  al  interior  del  pais. 

PETRÓLEO. 

Hace  cosa  de  30  años  que  comenzó  en  el  Perú  la  explotación 
del  petróleo,  que  fué  encontrado  mientras  se  hacía  un  pozo  en  la 

hacienda  de  Mancora,  cerca  de  Payta.    Durante  ese  período  se  ha 

Jado  principio  á  seis  t^mprcsas  dit'rrentes,  prro  hasta  lioy  sin 
obtener  resultados  satisfac  tunos.  Dos  establecimientos  para  refi- 
nar el  petróleo,  ó  sean  íábricas  de  kerosene,  existen  en  esta  costa. 
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La  luz  que  de  aquél  se  obtiene  es  opaca  y  además  produce  este 
kerosene  mucho  humo;  no  admite  comparación  con  el  americano, 
que  se  vende  de  8  á  9  soles  la  caja,  mientras  que  el  del  país  tiene 
que  venderse  á  2  soles  50  c.  ó  3  soles  ta  caja  de  10  galones. 
Este  último  sólo  sirve  para  alumbrar  las  calles^  De  435  millo- 
nes de  libras  esterlinas  se  han  gastado  en  las  diversas  empresas, 
siíi  que  se  haya  obtenido  en  ningún  caso  el  lucro  correspondiente. 
Centenares  de  excavaciones  se  han  necho,  de  algunas  de  las 
cuales  el  petróleo  ha  brotado  por  sí  solo,  y  de  otras  se  le  ha 
extraído  por  medio  de  bombas,  habiéndosele  encontrado  á  una 
proAindidad  que  varía  de  250  á  600  pies,  pero  todas  estas  fuentes 
se  han  secado  después  de  corto  tiempo.  Algunos  peritos  venidos 
de  los  Estados  Unidos,  han  examinado  cuidadosamente  el  terreno 
al  Sur  y  al  Norte  de  Pay  ta  y  han  expresado  la  opiní<)n  de  que,  á 
pesar  de  los  indicios  que  se  encuentran  en  la  superficie,  no  es 
probable  que  se  descubra  petróleo  en  cantidad  considerable. 

GOMA  ELÁSTICA. 

El  principal  producto  que  se  exporta  de  la  región  amazónica 
del  Perú  es  la  goma  elástica.  Según  la  estadística  publicada 
aquí  por  un  periódico  económico,  la  cantidad  exportada  en  1894 
filé  de  1,294  toneladas,  cuyo  valor  se  calculó  en  ^/^  179,4  :^7;  pero 
según  el  informe  del  Señor  Rhind  sobre  la  producción,  eoinercio 
y  situación  económica  de  los  estados  de  Amazonas  y  Pará  en 
189Ç,  la  cantidad  de  goma  elástic  a  exportada  del  Perú  por  el 
estado  de  Fará  durante  aquel  año,  íuc  solamente  de  783  toneladas, 
que  se  valoraron  en  ;í  145,000  próximamente.  No  cabe  duda 
que  el  informe  del  Señor  Rhind  es  el  correcto.  £n  estos  últimos 
tíemjMis  nótase  bastante  diminución  en  la  cantidad  que  de  este 
artículo  se  exporta,  cantidad  que  en  1890  ascendió  á  1,163 
toneladas. 

ALGODÓN. 

Hé  aquí  el  informe  que  sobre  este  artículo  da  el  Señor  Více- 
Consul  Blacker: 

El  cultivo  del  algodón  en  el  departamento  de  Piura  depende  por  completo  de 
las  inundaciones  de  !oç  rios  Chira  v  Piura,  que  son  de  poca  importancia,  como 
eran  la^  del  Niiu  en  Egipto  uiiteá  de  los  trabajos  <jue  se  hicieron  para  dominar 
las  aguas. 
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Inundaciones  de  consideración  solamente  ocurren  á  intervalos  de  seis  á  siete 
años,  y  entonces  los  dueños  de  terrenos  siembran  algodón  donde  quiera  tjue 
pueden.  Una  vez  que  las  plantas  han  arraigado,  la  rafó  principal  sigue  la 
humedad  producida  por  la  inundación  hasta  una  profiindidad  de  it  i  i$  pi¿s, 
donde  se  encuentra  el  nivel  del  rio,  cuya  filtración  humedece  alli  la  tierra.  Hay 
dos  cosechas  anualmente,  en  junio  y  en  diciembre,  y  asf  continúan  hasta  la  próxi- 
ma inundación,  época  en  que  se  destruyen  las  plantas  viejas  y  se  siembran 
nuevas.  El  algodón  de  Piura  es  de  fibra  larga  y  se  le  califica  como  grueso, 
comparado  con  el  algodón  suave  americano  de  fibra  corta}  se  le  emplea  en  Ingla- 
terra y  los  Estados  Unidos  mezclado  con  lana  en  la  manufactura  de  algunos 
géneros  y  generalmente  se  vende  dos  veces  más  caro  que  el  americano.  Se  ha 
ensayado  el  cultivo  del  algodón  por  medio  del  riego  artificial,  pero  sin  obtener 
huen  resultado,  debido  en  gran  parte  á  que  el  rio  suele  cambiar  de  curso  en  24 
horas,  abriéndose  un  nuevo  cauce  destruyendo  sui  riberas.  Esta  circunstancia 
ha  hecho  fracasai  varias  empresas.  £1  lecho  del  río  es  formado  de  arena;  el 
terreno  sólido  de  las  orillas  no  tiene  mocho  espesor,  y  en  consequência  las  inun- 
daciones lo  empapan  por  completo,  lo  cual  es  causa  de  que  el  río  lo  arrastre 
cuando  menos  se  espera,  dejando  en  su  lugar  una  ribera  inútil. 

Se  calcula  que  el  Perú  exportó  en  1895,  5,500  toneladas  de  algodón  valoradas 
en  118,000. 

CAFÉ. 

La  producción  de  café  va  en  aumento  y  promete  llegar  á  ser 
uno  de  los  principales  artículos  del  Perú.  La  región  que  produce 
iií.ivoi  (  anridatl  d<¿  cate  está  formada  por  los  valles  de  Chancha- 
mayo,  Pertiit  ,  f^iucarbambo  y  Rio  Colorado,  (jue  todos  se  comuni- 
can por  medio  de  veredas  con  la  aldea  de  La  Merced,  el  punto 
más  al  Oriente  de  todos  los  habitados  en  esa  parte  del  Perú.  La 
baja  en  el  valor  de  este  producto,  en  1896,  ocasionó  naturalmente 
algunos  temores  entre  los  cultivadores;  sin  embargo,  no  parece 
haber  para  esto  fundamento  serio»  porque  siendo  el  café  que  ellos 
producen  de  excelente  calidad,  un  aha,  puede  efectuarse  á  cual- 
quiera  hora.  Las  mayores  dificultades  con  que  se  tropieza  en  el 
cultivo  del  café  son  los  medios  de  trasporte  y  la  cuestión  de  brazos^ 
ambas  indudablemente  iimy  graves. 

Todo  el  café  exportado  del  Peni  en  189^  ascendió  á  la  cantidatl 
de  1,066  toneladas,  aproxiíiiatlaiiiente.  En  lo^  distritos  de  Huanuco 
y  Chanchamayo  la  exportación  tué  en  ihk/)  de  704  toneladas. 
La  producción  durante  el  año  de  1896  debe  de  haber  sido,  por  lo 
menos,  igual  á  la  de  1895,  pero  aún  se  ignora  cuantas  toneladas 
fueron  exportadas  de  Pacasmayo,  Pisco  y  Salaverry. 
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TRAFICO, 

Un  periódico  peruano  ha  publicado  estadísticas  jxira  demostrar 
que  el  negocio  de  lanas  ha  decaído,  y  hace  un  llainaiiiiento  al 
Gobierno  para  que  investigue  la  causa  de  esta  pretendida  diminu- 
ción en  uno  de  los  más  importantes  productos  nacionales.  Bas- 
tantes esfuerzos  se  han  hecho  á  ñn  de  obtener  datos  de  fuentes 
particulares,  en  orden  á  averiguar  si  aquella  aseveración  era  bien 
fundada,  pero  los  informes  fidedignos  que  se  obtuvieron  demuestran 
que  no  lo  era.  Durante  los  últimos  quince  años,  la  exportación 
de  alpaca  ha  sido,  por  término  medio,  de  30.000  pacas,  con  un 
peso  de  350  á  400  libras  cada  una.  Toda  ha  sido  enviada  á 
Inirlaterra.  En  cuanto  á  la  lana  de  ovejas,  no  ha  sido  posible 
obtener  iníornies  parecidos,  pero  no  se  cree  que  haya  disminuido 
la  exportación  en  los  últimos  años. 


COCAINA. 

Existen  en  el  Perú  10  íábricas  de  cocaína:  5  en  iíuanucu;  1 
en  el  distrito  de  Monzón;  1  en  el  de  Puzuzo;  2  en  Lima;  y  1  en 
el  Callao. 

Se  asegura  que  últimamente  ha  disminuido  la  produción  de 
este  importante  alcalóide.  Esto  se  explica  por  el  hecho  de  que 
en  el  extranjero  hacen  con  menos  costo  la  extracción  de  dicha 
substancia,  lo  que  se  demuestra  con  el  aumento  que  ha  alcanzado 
la  exportación  de  las  hojas  de  coca. 

A  continuación  se  verá  la  cantidad  de  cocaína  exportada  de 
1891  á  1895  y  lo  que  produjo: 


Afio. 


IS9O 
1891 
l8g2 
1893 
1894 
1S95 


Cantidad. 

Valor. 

Milógramoi. 
I.  730 

3.  215 

4.  55" 
2.357 
4,716 

3.407 

;Í346,  000 
643,  000 

910,  CXX) 

471,  8CKJ 

943.  «o*> 
600,940 
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La  cantidad  de  hojas  de  coca  exportada  de  1891  á  1894  y  su 
valor  son  como  sigue  : 


i8gl 
1892 
1893 
1894 


OkntidAd. 


KiUgromos. 

128. 543 

388.  461; 

390.  955 
379,360 


Valor. 


^^«41.473 
574.  396 
707,  792 
706,586 


MAÍZ. 

£1  maíz  se  produce  en  el  Perú  en  grandes  cantidades  y  cons- 
tituye un  artículo  de  primera  necesidad  en  la  alimentación  de  la 
población  indígena,  que  se  calcula  en  cerca  de  2,000,000  de  habi- 
tantes.   La  mejor  calidad  de  maíz  se  encuentra  en  la  región 

montañosa.  El  de  Urubamba,  departamento  del  Cuzco,  es 
famoso  y  ha  sido  exhibido  en  Europa.  I  arnbirn  el  de  Arequipa 
es  de  exrelente  calidad.  En  la  provincia  de  Chanc  a,  donde  el 
maíz  se  emplea  para  engordar  cerdos,  y  en  el  vaiie  de  Arequipa, 
usan  el  guano  para  iàcilitar  su  cultivo. 


SAL. 

La  importación  de  sal  es  prohibida  en  el  Perú.  Un  gravamen 
de  5  centavos  por  kilogramo  fué  impuesto  en  1896  sobre  la  sal 
cuando  se  la  emplea  para  usos  demésticos,  y  de  1  centavos  cuando 
se  la  usa  en  manu&cturas,  en  cuyo  caso  cesa  de  servir  para  objetos 
culinarios.  £1  Estado  se  reserva  el  derecho  de  exportar  ese  artículo. 
£1  producto  de  aquella  onerosa  contribución  se  dedica  al  fondo  que 
se  está  recogiendo  con  el  fin  de  pagar  á  Chile  la  cantidad  estipu- 
lada en  el  tratado  de  paz  entre  el  l*erú  y  Ciiile,  en  el  caso  que  las 
provincias  de  Tacna  y  Arica  fueran  devueltas  á  la  primera  de 
estas  repúblicas.  La  población  indígena  en  algunos  distritos  del 
departamento  de  Ayacucho  se  ha  resistido  á  pagar  este  impuesto, 
y  serios  disturbios  han  ocurrido  con  este  motivo. 

Según  los  datos  oticiales,  la  cantidad  de  sai  exportada  anual- 
mente es  como  de  6,000  toneladas  y  la  que  se  consume  en  el  país 
como  de  35,000. 
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VIÑAS. 

Este  ramo  está  adquiriendo  considerable  importancia  en  el  Perú. 
La  vid  se  cultiva  en  pequeña  cantidad  en  el  departamento  de 
Lima,  pero  en  los  de  lea  y  Moquegua  eicisten  grandes  viñas. 

La  uva  moscatel  se  cultiva  en  gran  cantidad  en  el  último  de 
los  citados  departamentos  y  de  su  jugo  se  saca  un  licor  muy  esti- 
mado,  conocido  con  el  nombre  de  "  Italia."  Otro  de  calidad 
interior,  Ihim.tilo  "  Pisco."  se  consume  bastante.  ICstos  licores  se 
llevan  ordinariamente  en  v;isijas  de  barro  en  íornia  tie  ántoras.  El 
"Italia"  sr  exporta  á  las  rcpííbl  iras  vecinas  y  pequeñas  cantidades 
han  sido  enviadas  á  Europa.  Al  prmcipio  esta  bebida  no  es  grata 
ai  paladar,  pero  aquéllos  que  gustan  de  tomar  licores,  se  acostum- 
bran á  élla  fácilmente.  Tiene  un  olor  muy  delicado  que  le  es 
peculiar,  y  es  posible  que  cuando  lo  conozcan  mejor  en  Europa 
se  desarrolle  el  gusto  por  él. 

Se  hacen  también  en  este  país  vinos  tintos  )  blancos,  que  se 
consumen  en  cantidad  considerable.  Son  bastante  baratos,  pero 
los  primeros  son  decididamente  de  inferior  calidad.  Son  deina- 
siailo  ácidos.  Los  vinos  blancos  son  muy  bebibles,  pero  aun  son 
susceptii>les  de  mucha  mejoría.  El  hei-ho  es  que  tocios  los  vinos 
tintos  sacados  de  las  uvas  que  hay  en  la  costa  de  la  América  del 
Sur  sobre  el  Pacíñco,  son  ó  demasiado  ácidos  ó  demasiado  fuertes, 
á  causa  del  exceso  de  alcohol  que  contienen,  mientras  que  algunos 
de  los  vinos  blancos  merecen  ser  clasificados  como  bastante  buenos. 

Como  los  derechos  que  pagan  los  vinos  extranjeros  son  muy 
altos,  la  mayor  parte  de  la  gente  que  gusta  de  tomar  vino,  tiene 
que  conformarse  con  los  vinos  ácidos.  Bolivia  ha  comprendido 
la  ventaja  de  permitir  á  sus  habitantes  el  uso  del  buen  vino  v  ha 
retiucido  los  derechos  óol)re  este  artículo  trances  á  una  ciíra  insig- 
nihcante.  I  J  k  sultado  ha  sido  que  en  La  Paz  se  pueden  obtener 
buenos  vinos  á  un  precio  módico,  mientras  que  en  el  Perú  una 
botella  de  buen  vino  es  un  lujo  limitado  á  las  clases  ric  as.  Sería 
conveniente  que  este  país  adoptase  en  ese  asunto  el  sistema  de 
Bolivia.  Los  productores  de  vino  ácido  se  quejarían,  naturalmente, 
de  una  medida,  que  afectaría  su  industria,  pero  el  público  en 
general  apreciaría  dicha  disposición. 
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TRIGO. 

•  Cíldíi  año  se  iin[x>rtan  de  Chile  40,000  toneladas  de  trigo.  Se 
asegura  que  el  trigo  canadense  es  superior  al  chileno,  pero  la  com- 
petencia no  es  posible,  debido  á  que  el  flete  en  buques  de  vela  es 
desde  Chile  solamente  de  4  soles  por  tonelada,  y  á  que  el  pago  se 
•hace  en  plata,  á  razón  de  iy%  d.  el  peso.  Además,  se  ha  hablado 
de  celebrar  un  tratado  de  reciprocidad  comercial  entre  Chile  y  el 
Perú,  con  el  fin  de  admitir  en  cada  país  los  productos  del  otro 
libres  de  derechos,  como  un  medio  para  arreglar  algunas  de  las 
diferencias  que  entre  ellos  existen.  A  pesar  de  tlihcultades  en 
aparência  insuperables,  el  establecimiento  de  una  línea  de  navega- 
ción entre  el  Canadá  y  este  país,  junto  ron  algunos  cambios  que 
se  operaran  en  otras  direcciones,  podría  en  lo  íiituro  ofrecer  una 
Oportunidad  para  competir  con  el  trigo  chileno,  y  por  tanto  con- 
viene no  perder  de  vista  este  negocio. 

OPIO. 

Es  un  hecho  singular  que  á  pesar  de  que  el  número  de  chinos 
residentes  en  el  Perú  disminuye  rápidamente,  el  consumo  de  opio 
parece  aumentar.  La  única  explicación  que  de  esto  se  puede 
dar  es  que  se  ha  logrado  contener  hasta  cierto  punto  el  contra* 
bando  que  se  hace  de  dicho  artículo.  La  lista  que  á  continua- 
ción se  pone  deja  ver  el  número  de  kilogramos  importados  de 
1887  á  1892: 


Aflo. 

Cantidad. 



A'i/'Xntf'ios. 

15. 2S4 

«4.474 

1%  391 

Afia 


1S90 
1S91 
1893 


CaatMad. 


/TÍIpí;' (linas. 
31.  865 
34,  120 
30,683 


COMPAÑÍAS  DË  SËGUROS. 

El  Congreso  de  1895;  emitió  una  ley  por  la  que  se  prohibe  que 

las  compañías  de  seguros  hagan  sus  negocios  en  el  Perú,  á  no  ser 

que  el  30  por  ciento  d<  1  capital  empleado  en  esre  j)aís  ^tii  depo-^i- 
tado  en  bonos,  dinero  ó  acc  iones  de  alguna  compañía  acTetiitada. 
Antes  de  que  esta  disposición  fuera  aprobada,  todas  las  com- 
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pañías  de  seguros  que  tenían  agentes  en  Lima,  dirigieron  al 
Congreso  una  petición,  en  la  que  suplicaban  que  el  proyecto  de 
ley  que  se  estaba  discutiendo  no  fuera  ratificado,  pero  la  petición 
filé  desatendida.  Con  este  motivo  28  compañías,  de  las  cuales 
20  eran  inglesas^  retiraron  sus  agencias. 

MANUFACTURAS  NACIONALES. 

Hay  en  el  país  solamente  unas  pocas  man  u  tac  tu  ras  que  mere- 
cen ser  mencionadas.  Una  de  las  fábricas  más  importantes  es  la 
de  la  Peruvian  Cotton  Manufacturing  Company,  que  se  encuentra 
en  Vitarte,  cerca  de  Lima.  En  1895  produjo  2,750,000  )  ardas. 
Hay  una  fabrica  de  paño  en  Lima,  que  se  dice  está  haciendo 
buen  negocio,  pero  se  ignora  su  producción  anual.  Hay  también 
manu&cturas  de  tejidos  en  lea  y  Arequipa. 

Existen  varias  cervecerías  en  el  Perú.  Hay  una  en  Lima,  que 
pertenece  á  una  compañía  inglesa,  y  que  hace  el  negocio  en 
grande  escala.  También  hay  fábricas  de  galletas,  jabón,  fósforos 
y  otros  artículos  en  la  capital. 


ESTADOS  UNIDOS. 

COMERCIO  CON  LA  AMÉRICA  LATINA.    RELACIÓN  MENSUAL 
DE  IMPORTACIONES  Y  EXPORTACIONES. 

A  continuación  se  trasribe  la  última  relación  mensual  del 
comercio  entre  los  Estados  Unidos  y  la  América  Latina.  En  esta 
relación  están  comprendidos  los  principales  artículos  de  comercio 
de  aquellos  países,  y  su  formación  se  ha  llevado  á  cabo  con 
arreglo  á  las  cifras  compiladas  por  la  Oficina  de  Estadística, 
Departamento  del  Tesoro  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  cuyo  jtft  es 

WORTHINGTON  C.  FoRD. 

Esta  estadística  corresponde  al  mes  de  julio  de  1897,  corregida 
en  septiembre  del  mismo  año.  Las  citras  demostrativas  de  las 
importaciones  y  exportaciones  de  c  ada  mes  procedentes  de  las 
diversas  aduanas,  no  se  reciben  en  el  Departamento  de  Hacienda 
haste  el  20  del  próximo  mes,  cuya  última  parte  se  emplea  á  veces 
en  los  trabajos  de  compilación  é  impresión.  Así  es  que  los  datos 
estadísticos  correspondientes  al  mes  de  julio,  por  ejemplo,  no  se 
publican  hasta  principios  de  septiembre.    Hay  esperanzas,  sin 
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embargo,  de  que  con  la  especial  cooperación  de  la  Oñcina  de  Esta- 
dística, pueda  el  Boletín  Mensual  suministrar  cada  mes  á  sus 
lectores  las  cifras  relativas  á  los  principalss  artículos  del  comercio 
de  la  América  Latina,  antes  de  su  publicación  oficial  por  el 
Departamento  de  Hacienda  de  los  Estados  Unidos. 

Impartacioncs  y  Exportaciones.   Juko  de  iSpj. 
IMPORTACIONES  DE  MERCANCÍAS  EN  LOS  ESTADOS  UNIDOS. 


ArtlenlM  y  Pafsea. 


Julia 


i%7. 


Cantidad. 


Palo  campecht;  ^tuneladas)  impor- 
tado de — 

América  Central  

México  

Antillas  b.itánnicas  

Cuba  

Oirás  Antillas  

Carbón  bituminoso  (toneladas) — 

México  

Cacao  (libras) — 

Antillas  británicas  

Otras  Antillas  

Brasil  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur  

Café  (libras)— 

América  Central  

México  

Antillas  

tírasil  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur  

Algodón  en  rama  (libras) — 

América  del  Sur  

Fibras,  henequén  (toneladas) — 

México  

Plátanos. 

América  Central  

Antillas  inglesas  I 

Cuba  

América  del  Sur  

Islas  Sandwich  

Naranjas —  " 

México  < 

Antillas  inglesas  i 

Cuba  I 

Cueros  y  pieles  (i ibrus) —  i 

América  Central  ■ 

México  I 

Antillas  

AmC-rica  cltl  Sin  ' 

Goma  «1. Estica  cruda  (libras) —  ; 

Anu  rica  Central  \ 

México   ' 

Antillas   . . 

Brasil  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur. . . . 


43 
235 


a,  35a 

5.480 


Valor. 


$1,  390 
4,380 


644,301 
56. 745 

95.014 
1,  182,070  I 


47.9*6 

12, 062 

64.393 
4.13a 

9.  389 
107,558 


Cantidad. 


Valor. 


557 
1. 144 


I,  238,  126  I    190,  152 
941,  484  ¡    167,  105 

929.     ,    40, 1 54 

87,  740.  220   3,  503,  5Í53 
7,158,483  1,066,704 


42.  082 

3.Ô57 


4i  7f'4 
245.  358 

145.  300 
144. 979 
103,413 

58,498 

8,  419 

3.937 
lio 


988 

10,  7T9 

325,  061 
145.03a 

108,  270 

I.  377.  124 

3,444,  231 
I,  340.615 
295, 128 

32. 3ãS.  694 
6, 589.  «57 

96,  4S3 
5,052 


§17.657 
19,009 


16,379 

21.358 

33.241 
13. 56» 

H).  748 
133. 2S8 

492,  607 
172.  507 
36, 226 
I  2,439,266 
909.319 

II.  364 

322.716 

*  132,040 
'       231,  267 


76.391 
3.781 

683 
223 


112,942 

617,  596 

393,  962 
2. 255. 163 

14.013 
68,  359 

24,  Ó22 
440,386 

129,  161 
948, 279 

736, 798 
3,228.475 

17.  323 
I 14. 246 
63.  320 

544. 58s 

88, 713 

12, 951 

2.431 

-j^.  -30 

lui,  697 

33.068 

4.  349 
916 

321. 235 
40,  619 

52,  209 

ar,  89a 

2,  760 

I,  78S.  872  1      84 1.  276 
56, 690  i        22,  768 
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Importaciones  y  Exportaciones*    Juko  de  28g'¡ — Continuado. 
IMPORTACIONES  DE  MERCANCÍAS  EN  LOS  ESTADOS  UNIDOS-^onl'a. 


Articulo*  y  Miet. 


Plomo  en  galápagos,  barras,  etc. 

(libras) — 
México  

Asücar.  no  sii¡>trioral  No.  i6<lela 
escala  holandesa — 

América  Central  

México  

Antillas  británicas  

Cuba  

Otras  Antillas  

Brasil  , 

Resto  do  la  América  del  Sur  

Tabaco  en  rama  (libras)— 

México  

Cuba  

Madera,  caoba  (mil  pies) — 

América  Central  

México  

Cuba  , 

Otras  Antillas   ............. 

América  del  Sur  , 

Lana  (libras) — 

América  del  Sur: 

I"  clase  , 

2*  clase  

3*  clase  


Julio. 


1897* 


Cantidad. 


15.  "2.  573 


Valor.  Cantidad. 


$144,  S96         227,  742 


S52, 811 
29.  5Õ6,  537 


7.  355 
584. 478 


71,  201.  076  ji, 

2,727.252  I 
35.638,340 


25.  046 
s6a,  49S 


516 
965 
Ï4 


498,  802 
42.214 
678»  955 

7.421 
108,626 

13.8*3 

34. 603 

Coo 


59. 225 

t6. 939. 427 
4.073.389 

II,  208.  282 


54.061 
141. 5*7 


367 


175 


233,  212  16,  230 


899,982       9'.  563 


2 
10 


836. 

80,  564 
764.817 


EXPORTACIÓN  DE  MERCANCÍAS  NACIONALES. 


Valor. 


15.490 


523 
300,  203 
Bs,  501 

205, 803 


21,673.819  ,  447.944 


iS,  lox 
184. 191 

740 

17.678 


184 
778 


91.  »òo 

9.39« 
67,14a 


Instrumentos  de  agricultura,  expor- 
tados á — 

México  

América  C«tural  y  Belize  

Cuba  

Pucrtn  Rico  .  

Santo  Domingo  

Otras  Antillas  y  Bermuda  

.'\  retint  ¡na  

Brasil  

Colombia  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur  

Libros,  mapas,  grabados,  y  otros 
iiiatciiaies  impresos — 

México  '   .. 

América  Central  y  Belize  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Otras  Antillas  y  Bermuda  

Arirentina  

Br  i*;!!   

Colt)ml)ia  , . 

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur  


I 


9. 920 
1.292 
403 


191 
692 

24.  7Í»4 
566 
930 
7.044 


10,  227 
3.380 

7. 136 

68 

<'7 
1,60 

'.t37 

4.  685 
7.155 


10.  245 
463 
1,056 

120 
170 

321 

28.  479 

W3 
493 
10,  3»  5 


15.  652 
1.6S8 

487 
69 

37 
1,682 
316 

21,  3S0 
600 

«,l7t 
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Julio. 


ArtfcnliM  j  Palaes. 


1896. 


Cantidad. 


Ii/e  . 


Maiz  (bushels)— 

México  

América  Central  y  Bel 

Cuba  , 

Puerto  Rico  

Samo  Domingo  

Otras  Antillas  jr  Bermuda  , 

América  del  Sur  

Trigo  (bushels) — 

América  rentrai  y  Belise  

Anlillas  y  Bermuda  

América  del  Sur  

Harina  de  trigo  (barriles)— 

México  

América  Central  y  Belize  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  , 

Otras  Antillas  y  Bermuda  

Brasil  

Colombia  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur  

Carruajes,  carros  y  sus  accesorios: 

México  

América  Centrai  y  Belize  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Otras  Antillas  y  Bermuda  

Argentina  

Brasil  

Colombia  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur  

Carbón  de  piedra  (toneladas)— 

México  

América  Central  y  Belize  

Cuba  , 

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Otras  Antillas  y  Bermuda  

Brasil  , 

Colombia  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur  

Manufacturas  de  algodón  (3rairdas)— 

Míxico  

América  Central  y  Belize  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Otras  Antillas  y  Bermuda  , 

Argentina.  

Brasil  

Colombia  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur  

Ropa  hecha — 

México  

América  Central  y  Belize  


358.715 

9-  '74 
ICI.  ug8 


Valor. 


$143,  »3 

4,  262 
39. 269 


18 

<».955 
a.  740 

9.771 

45 
140 

1.604 

«9.475 

15,  205 

2.  154 

84.  693 
78.  778 
15.  3^'l 
35. 405 


17.  743 

831 

i8,9»7 
I 

377 
10, 198 


12 

26,013 
1,053 

7.17» 

04 

5.  576 
105,  goo 
53.  368 
17.756 
8.  178 
304,  605 

314.  242 
60,  430 
121.024 

100, 000 
16,  861 

335 
290 

798 
10,  241 

6,407 

I0.6SS 

2,  OOT 
3.414 

57.508 

góo 

46. 820 

6 

1.671 
24.947 


1897. 


Cantidad. 


107 

528. 545 
957.  555 
4.050 

10,  73« 

219.  953 
983.  328 

362,  148 
707,  863 
570.078 
I,  873,006 


401 

33.  367 
4y,  415 
68g 
8X1 
10,  569 

53.  634 
31.  139 

54.  054 
28,  059 

100,  416 

21.  552 
«5. 878 


83.496 

15.  504 
20,923 


roí; 

64.  538 
10, 613 

5. 350 

112 

379.  892 

1.499 

16, 070 

8.  3<)<i 

IÒ,  2CH> 

3.  S36 
69.  578 
48.  530 
12.  705 
28, 986 


27. 041 
336 

9.087 

4 

1Õ 
4.697 
3.  493 
3>  650 

49S 

546,  384 
895,  219 
10,  368  I 
I,  700 

155. 514 
1,025,  ^ss 
258,904  I 
671,  716 
346,654  I 
1,652,010  > 


20, 867 
30,911 
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Importacumes  y  iLxportacùmes.   Jfulto  de  iS^y — Continuado. 
EXPORTACIÓN  DE  MERCANCÍAS  NACIOMALES-Continuado. 


Attkulos  y  Fkími. 


Ropa  tuclia — Continuado. 

C'uh.i  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  nomingo  

Oti.is  Andll.is  y  Bermuda  ....... 

ArKCiuiiia.  

Brasil  , 

CoIoniVfin   . 

Resto  de  ia  América  del  bur  

Bicicletas  y  accesorios — 

México  , 

América  Cenrraly  Belize  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  , 

Santo  Domingo  , 

Otras  Antillas  y  Bermuda. ...... 

.Argentina.  

Krasil  

Colombia  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur  

Hierro  y  acero  y  sus  manufacturas, 
materiales  de  cunsiruccióa,  sie- 
rras y  herramientas  : 

México  

América  Central  y  Belise  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Otrns  Antillas  y  Bermuda  

.Argentina  


Julio. 


t896. 


Caatídad. 


Brasil 


Colombia  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur  

Maquinaria  :  Máquinas  de  coser  y 

accesorios  : 

México  

América  Central  y  Belize  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rio  ,  .| 

Santo  Domingo  

Otras  Antillas  y  Bermuda  

Artrr-ntina  I 

Brasil  

Cf>l>i[nt)i.i  .  ,  , 

Resto  de  ia  América  del  Sur. . , 
Máquinas  de  escribir— 

M<'  xit  o  

América  Central  y  Belize  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Otras  .Antillas y  Bermuda  .... 
Argentina.  .................. 

Brasil  I 

Colombia  ' 

Keüio  du  1¿  .América del  Sur.... 


Valor. 


•5.  486 

73 

3.  772 
7.  477 
4.152 
9.  «00 

2.977 

4.  865 

7,  2O5 

1,748 

695 
238 

15 
3,469 

291 
2.  527 
2,  801 
5.440 


126.  055 

15.  SÍ^S 
5,902 
100 
1. 57« 

5.  745 
15,  820 
21,  <)64 

9.977 
aí»999 


10^304 

5.097 
5" 
193 
240 

«.706 
269 

13.  3i'> 
II. 577 
9.564 

4.783 
193 
350 


Cantidad. 


«.....«...I 


^1  ■! 


189  I. 

545  • 
359  I. 


Valor. 
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Importaciones  y  Exportaciones,    Julio  de  iSçj — Continuado. 
EXPORTACIÓN  DE  MERCANCÍAS  NACIONALES— Continuado. 


AftfeiilMy 


Julio. 


1896- 


1897. 


CaoUdaU. 


Cuero  y  sos  manufacturas.  Cuero 

p.\r:i  5;ucla  {libras)— 

Antillas  y  Hcrmuda  

América  del  Sur  

Otr.is  clases  c!e  cuero  : 

Mexico  

América  Central  7  Belze  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Doniin^^i )  

Otras  .\ntinasy  tíermuda  

Argentina  

Brasil  

Colombia  

Rcsti)  (Jl-  la  América  del  Sur  

Abastecimientos  para  navios  (ba- 
rrílls)— 

Móxicn  

Aiuciica  Central  y  Belize  , 

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo.  , 

Otras  AntillasyBemnda  

Argentina  , 

Brasil  

Colombia    

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur  

Aguarráz  (galones)— 

México  

América  Central  y  Beliise  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  , 

Santo  Domingo  

Otras  Antillas  y  Bermuda  

Argentina  , 

Brasil  

Colombia  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur  

Accitt*":-  Mineral  cruJn,  incluyendo 
todos  lus  aceites  naturales,  inde- 
pendientes de  la  gravedad 
igalones>— 

México..:  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  , 

Aceite  mineral  refinado  6  manufac- 
turado, incluvMido  naftas  y 
todos  los  demás  productos  li- 
geros de  destinación;  aceite  de 
paraàna,  dobte,  para  alumbrado 
T  lubricante— 

M'íxir,.  

Ariíérica  Central  y  Belize  , 

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Sanio  Domingo.  


a,  854 
1, 106 


valor. 


Cantidad. 


$599 
194 

420 

13 

230 

41 
1,000 


4.079  ' 
400  , 


4,  230 
185 
49» 


707.  75f> 
629, 370 
lio,  711 


54. 2S5 

i<>i.  755 
3.693 

4.  102 


41,  806 
37.  616 
10, 328 


787,  496 

142,  OOÜ 

150,000 


10,  S97 

18, 123  i 

ÍJ43 
I.  7<i4  1 


-I.  ti3 
51.040 
5.605 

21 ,  S-cj 
IO2,  839 


Valor. 


$741 

83 

885 


S»3 

13 


496 


4.  850 
20 

7*8 


327 

I.  002 

47« 

1,067 

1, 125 

2.891 

397 

1,061 

554 

I,  138 

194 

353 

6 

1 1 

44 

286 

Su 

353 

695 

295 

706 

500 

1,038 

2IU 

409 

200 

400 

6. 454 

13, 851 

9.  223 

Ï9. 358 

I.  355 

2,  679 

401 

831 

4. 

10,  166 

2,  207 

4.626 

560 

i63 

341 

105 

334 

323 

72 

5.<J53 

1.387 

4»  036 

I.  193 

390 

132 

90 

28 

65 

19 

"7 

47 

I.  690 

542 

480 

35.  í>tK' 

10,  395 

24. 2 jU 

7.974 

7. 

I.  796 

13.  3"« 

4*  liil 

S40 

3«4 

276 

95 

21,  265 

6.  404 

I5.9'5 

5. 11» 

30.  979 
9.  9<'^> 
«3.635 


1  í'^'i 
6,  b54 
71S 
2.  484 

12,  709 


.  ij  i^od  by  Google 


6o8 


BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


Importaciones  y  Exportaàmes*  Jutio  de  z^/— Continuado. 
EXPORTACIÓN  DE  MERCANCÍAS  NACIONALES— Coniiniuuto. 


Jnlltfc 


AttfcakM  y  FíIms. 


189& 


CsntldBd. 


Aceite  mineral  refinado  6  manufac- 
turado, incluyendo  naftas  y 
todos  ios  demás  productos  li- 
geros de  destinación  ;  aceite  «ic 
paratiiui,  doble,  para  alumbrado 
y  lubricante — Continuado. 

Otras  Antillas  y  Bermuda  

Argentina  

Brasil  

Colombia  

Resto  de  ta  América  del  Sur  

Aceites  vegetales:  De  sciuilla  de 
algodón  (galones>~> 

México   . . . 

América  Central  y  Belize  

Cuh.i  

Puerto  Rico. .   

Santo  Domingo  

Otras  Antillas  y  Bermuda  

Argentina  

Brasil   

Resto  do  la  América  dul  Sur  

I^caflna  r  cera  de  parafina  (li- 
bras)— 

México  , 

América  Central  y  Belixe  

'  Antillas  y  Bermuda  

Brasil  

Resto  de  !a  AniL-rica  dtl  Sur...  , 
Provisiones,  comprendiendo  carnes 

y  productos  de  lechería- 
Carne  de  vaca,  en  latas — 

México  , 

América  Central  y  Belize  

Cuba  , 

Puerto  Rico  , 

Santo  Domingo  

Utras  Antillas  y  Bermuda. 

Argentina..,..  

Brasil  

Colombia  

Resto  de  la  Arnúrií  a  d  I  Sur  .  . 
Carne  de  vaca,  salada  en  salmueia 

ó  de  otro  modo  curada  (libras)— 

Mix  iro  

América  (Central  y  Belize  , 

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Otras  Antillas  y  Bermuda  

Brasil  , 

Colombia  , 

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur  

Sebo  (libras) — 

México  

América  Central  y  Belize  


Valor. 


Cantidad. 


350.  I8<) 
T.  176,  389 

114,  849 
I,  052.  763 


144* 19^ 
».8o5 


3.  787 
78.  720 

2. 676 
58. 189 
25.  Í47 


131,  126 
4S,  840 


$35.  153 

123.  332 
loó,  803 
12.  238 

lid.  281 


27. 307 
796 


1.259 

22, 002 

goo 
16.  170 
7,656 


7. 591 
2.986 


28, 435 
18,400 


13.  370 
16.866 
I.  S24  { 


1.715  ! 
786 


1.463 
1, 8S1 
137 


288. 167 

220, 492 
1, 808, 632 

$«.556 
472. 761 


195,604 
114 
II,  523 

ICO 

5.  431 
64.  472 
1.239 

67.  995 
14.317 


137.000 

23.  775 

8. 038 

17.313 
590 


II,  286 

«5.  793 
300 


'«••••< 


Valor. 


$24.  988 

23,  Ot2 

137.  i^i 

5.  662 
48.619 


36.959 
41 

427 
30 

I.  557 
16,  9S2 

353 
19.  298 

4. 9*5 


7. 029 
1, 2y> 
2S3 
S75 
«5 


1.411 

2, 

23 


37. 702 

2,  868 

36,604 
I,  800 
3.  360 
9,  6ü2 

8.858 

3. 256 
240 
272 
817 
887 

20, 000 

5.4» 
23, 288 

200 

1.636 
404 
1,805 

S 

50.  346 

2.3-3 

56. 650 

2.  718 

3.400 

131 

6,600 

300 

400 

16 

4.600 

235 

6.800 

241 

2,900 

"9 

S4I,  306 

39.  S63 

529.815 

«5,219 

4.  700 

223 

1, 200 

52 

20,050 

857 

17. 250 

779 

641.4^5 

28.427 

198.500 

9*656 

129.  637 

5.096 

68. 228 

2,  S 56 

346.4t>i  i  i$,749 

1  173.096 

7.292 
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Imfwrtaciones  v  Expot tationes.     Juito  </f  Jù'çy — Coiuinuado. 
EXPORTACIÓN  DE  MERCANCÍAS  NACIONALES— Continuado. 


609 


AfttcolM  y  Plises. 


Julio. 


1896. 


1897- 


Sebo  (libras)— C(»ntinuado. 


Fuurtu  Rico  

Sanio  Domingo  

Otras  Antillas  y  Bermuda  

Brasil  

Coloniliia  

Resto  de  ia  América  del  Sur. . . 
Productos  porcinos — 

Torino  (lilitas) — • 

México  

América  Central  y  Belize. . . . 

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Otras  Antillas  y  Bermuda  . . . 

Brasil  

Colombia  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur. 
Jamones  (libras^— 

México  

América  Central  y  Bellse  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Otras  Antillas  y  Bermuda .'  

Brasi)  

rnlombia  

Resto  de  la  America  del  Sur. . . 
Carne  de  puerco  (libras) — 

América  Cential  y  líclizc  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Otras  Antillas  y  Bermuda  

Brasil  

Colombia  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur. . . 
Manteca  (libras)  : 

México  

.América  Central  y  Belize  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  DoniinL'o  

Otras  Antillas  y  Bermuda  

Argentina  *  

Brasil  

Colombia  

Resto  de  la  .\nu:r¡<M  'ii  l  Sur.  . 
Grasa  y  Oleomargarina  ^libras) — 

México  

.\niér:rn  C*  ntral  y  Brli/r  

<hiã^  Antiliasy  Bermuda  ¡ 

Coloiiit.t.i  I 

Resto  de  la  Amérirn  dr^l  Sur  l 

Bull.  No.  4  7 


Cautidad.    ■  V'alor. 

VJâUtiuaii. 

.  Hior. 
"~  "  ~ 

95.  938 

$3.  368 

93.000 

3.604 

1 10,  603 

4.06a 

2.  713 

211.  617 

^.  190 

3.  200 

154 

90.  836 

4.  190 

19,  470 

1.072 

37.  786 

Î.  ^5 

50.4*1 

t.893 

10,  722 

426 

«),  016 

923 

11.  241 

yo6 

10.  924 

1.263 

32.  993 

2,  325 

405,  1Õ0 

24.  309 

I,  195,  261 

70.  316 

8.  «71 

495 

aa.  436 

I.  239 

785 

41 

I.  750 

103 

37,  566 

2.019 

37.  S33 

2.9t>3 

1, 341.860 

89.401 

1.695. 195 

toa.  979 

í.  302 

74 

1.  541 

27 

36, 119 

2.217 

26, 264 

1.970 

30. 288 
30,301 

323.  421 
31.895 
3.  S35 

126,  169 

a,  aoo 

12,  534  ' 
62,  5Õ0  ^ 

139.  350 
26,  000 

132,  20ü 

9.  7o« 
2.  7f»3.  450  , 
2.  400 

11,000  I 
S08.800  ' 


2. 33í>  1 
3.  »49  I 
30.054  I 

3.257 
406 

12.  751 
330 

I,  íj6i 

1 

5.  712 
<)68  ' 

5.  797 
424 
127.  218 
133 
494 
a3.403 


384. 
276. 

a.3í»9. 
laS, 

34. 
775. 

I. 
S36. 
321, 
1.056, 


407 

434 

734 
331 

537 
896 
276 

245 
096 

«33 
600 


19,  Olí 

14. 55S 
126, 679 

6,434 

44. 595 
75 

48. 001 
19, 170 

59» »07 

60 


20.  835 

50,  866 

3.  las 

82, 932 

44 

16.  631 

53,209 

97.  S75 
45  600 
248, 000 

3.  100 

1,  735.050 

5,  OüO 

10,  uuo 

350,000 

3^'3.  244 
27-'.  "79 

2.  583.  523 

ai8. 175  I 

32.  59^  , 
572. S99  I 
2,  232  I 
1.436.  340 
2,  cx_)S.  1 76 
999,  888 


272,  610 

5.  4</' 
66,  500 


27.^>37  i 
543  I 
7.550  I 


\,  220 
103,  Sv) 
7.  230 
20>  700 


1,540 
3,040 
23. S22 
4.  620 
361 

7. 7J3 
6 

1,  inS 
6, 100 

4.  392 

2,  3 '9 
Î5.  247 

•57 

76, 362 

209 

548 
11,098 

16, 645 

13.059 
116,  509 

la,  378 

i.f'73 

32.  syi 
140 

7?.  7^^! 
1 3,  2á9 
54.484 


103 
441 

2,2SS 
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Ijnpi^ridcioHt's  y  E\  por  ¡aciones.     Julio  de  iSçy — Continuado. 
EXPORTACIÓN  DE  MERCANCÍAS  NACIONALES-^ootinuado. 


Artlealwy  Bftftea. 


Julio. 


«■97. 


Cantidad. 


Productos  de  lechería;  Mantequilla 

(libras) — 

México  , 

.América  Central  y  Belize  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  ' 

Otras  Antillas  y  Bermuda  

Brasil   

Colombia  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur  

Queso  (libras)— 

México  

América  Central  y  Belize  

Cuba  ,  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Otras  Antillas  y  Bermuda  

Brasil  

Colombia  

Resto  de  la  América  <U  I  Sur  

Semillas,  incluyendo  las  de  trébol, 
algodón,  linaza,  alfalfa,  y  otras — 

México  

América  Central  y  Belize  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Otras  Antillas  y  Bermuda  , 

Argentina   , 

Brasil  , 

Colombia  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur  

Azúcar  refinado  (libras) — 

México  

América  Central  y  Belize  

Santo  Domiiiírn  

Otras  A  millas  y  B<  rmiida  

Colüinliia  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur  

Tabaco  no  manufacturado  (libras) — 

MC-.\u  o  

América  Central  y  Belize  

Antillas  y  Bermuda  

Argentina  

(Colombia  

Restu  de  la  América  del  Sur  

Tabaco:  Tabacos,  cigarros  y  oteas 
manufacturas  de  tabaco (M) — 

México  .  - . 

América  Coentral  y  Huli/e  ........ 

Cuba  

Otras  Antillas  y  Rcrmufi.T  

Ari^Liiliiia  

Brasil   

Colombia  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur  


19,019 
25.604 
3.93S 


Valor. 


$3.049 
4.  211 
704 


Cantidad. 


157,060  I 
27,  IÛO 
13,047 

57. 571 

9.  707 

13,  072 
2,460 


22.  993 

>.539 
7.495 

1,093 
I,  308 
464 


2, 360 
66,380 
400 

6.  366 
15. 167 


190 
7,38a 

39 
780 

Ï.756 


1.468 
716 

.  421 
140 


322 


15.978 

153.499  ! 
200 

205, 342 

99,829 

$.64» 

136.  733 
»7. 397 
«94,117 

10, 000 

3.433 
123, 163 


621 
226 

898 

7.098 

10 

10,  Ò91 
4.90<í 
28s 

M.  303 
2.043 

26,979 

8o« 

438 
9.691 


2,954 
7.762 

2,578 

iS,  ^00 
44  5 


308 
4.545 


19.  599  I 
29,688  I 

2.  768 
6.930  ¡ 
124,  <33(> 
36, 921 

I5f4l9 
69.348 

S,  ()<)<  ) 

15. 328 
io,5to 
770 
1.623 
73.383 


9. 689 
11,619 


22,  262 
t04, 616 

3.  774 
1 10,  649 

45.  897 
II. 188 


Valor. 


$3.  227 
4.497 

394 
84X 

i^.  413 
4.876 

1.987 
9.065 

1.733 
1.407 
92 
200 

7.577 


1.  140 
1.374 


296 
201 
187 


133 

m 

a 
II 

137 
106 

1.083 
4.847 

174 

5. 1^53 
2,  258 

679 

Î7,  Oil 


5,480 

«38,  354 

543 
23,649 

1,300 
I7«.  853 

13a 
13.997 

7?7 

994 
16,800 
14.3S8 

100 
4.573 
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Importaciones  y  Exportaaojus»    JfuUo  de  iSçj — Continuado. 
EXPORTACIÓN  DE  MERCANCÍAS  NACIONALES— Continuwlo. 


Aitlcalm  y  FaÍM4i 


Madera  no  inaiiuíacturada — 

M6xii  I»  

América  Central  y  Belize  , 

Cuba  

Otras  Antillas  y  Bermuda  

Argentina  

Brasil  

Colombia   

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur  

Madera  de  construcción  ;  Tablas, 
tablones,  viguetas,  y  cuartones 
(mil  pie*)— 

Mexico  

America  (  entrai  y  Helize  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Antillas  7  Bermuda  

Argentina  

Brasil  

Colombia  

Resto  de  la  América  del  Sur  

Manufacturas  de  madera,  muebles — 

México  

América  Central  y  Belize. ....... 

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Otras  Antillas  y  Bermuda  

Ai^ntina  

Brsisfl  

Ri-sti)  (le  la  América  del  Sur  

Colombia  

Lana  cruda  (Iibnis)~ 

México  


Julio. 


1896. 


Cantidad. 


5.905 
911 

2,  260 
884 

3.  361 
6,  777 
6.  823 

91 
3.768 


386.  as8 


Valor. 


$36. 423 
17. 299 

274 
336 

75Ô 

9» '44 

200 
1,010 


95,  288 
1 1.  738 
22,  263 
II,  670 
51,167 
88.  677 
79>  333 
1.9" 
57>394 

1 1,  olí 

»5.  574 

3.  170 

1.455 

11.735 
2,  800 

5.  '50 
14.047 

4,  597 

21, 190 


l*W- 


aatidad. 


5.  340 
384 

3.  5IÜ 
418 

3, 801 

5. 438 
4.804 

399 
4.533 


Valor. 


$16.  1S7 
3. 341 
875 

lOI 

461 

489 
1.831 

15,015 


r)3, 776 

4.  'MO 
25.  173 

4.  524 
56, 029 

59.  228 
64, 356 

5. 3SI 
50,911 

10, 962 

10. 759 
1.674 

455 
2,  193 
Î0. 056 

592 
1.783 
5.536 

a,  335 


LA   EXPOSICIÓN    PAN-AMERICANA  DEL  NIA- 
GARA. 

Cuando  la  potente  íiierza  del  Niagara  ñié  dominada  y  el  hombre 
la  puso  á  su  servicio,  era  muy  natural  que  al  hemisferio  entero  se 
le  invitase  para  que  presenciara  los  múltiples  usos  á  que  podia 
aplicarse  aquélla.    Hombres  perspit  acos  de  espíritu  emprendedor, 

habieruio  concebido  la  uita  de  despedir  al  Siglo  XIX  u¡iu 
grande  exposición  (^uc  mostrara  al  mundo,  en  algún  lugar  aparente, 
un  espt'ctáculo  qiu'  abarcara  y  pusiera  en  evidencia  el  maravilloso 
progreso  en  todo  ramo  de  la  industria  y  la  vida  durante  los  últi- 
mos cien  años»  la  Asociación  de  Expositores  Americanos,  en  la 
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Exposición  de  Atlanta,  consideró  que  la  frontera  de  los  Estados 
Unidos  sobre  el  Niagara  presentaba  áctlidades  especiales  para  el 
asiento  de  dicho  certamen,  y  ofreció  su  apoyo  á  la  empresa,  st  se 
emprendía  con  prudencia. 

El  Capitán  J.  M.  Brinker  y  Richmond  C.  Hill,  dos  de  los 
ciudadanos  progresivos  de  Buffalo,  apreciando  las  ventajas  que  dicho 
concurso  acarrearía  á  aquella  ciudad  comercial,  se  pusieron  á  traba- 
jar t  nrrgicamcnre  para  poner  en  niovi miente  la  maquinaria  que 
llevará  á  cabo  el  proyecto,  y  este  verano  se  organizó  la  compañía 
denominada  '*The  Pan-American  Exposition  Company"  para; 

Fomentar  y  dirijir  una  exposición  que  ilustrara  et  adelanto  del  Nuevo  Mundo 
en  el  Siglo  XIX,  la  que  debe  tener  lugar  en  un  sitio  á  propósito  en  la  frontera 
de  los  Estados  Unidos  sobre  el  Niagara,  en  el  Estado  de  New  York  ;  y  con  el 
propósito  de  arrendar  6  comprar  dicho  sitio  y  de  construir  los  edificios  que 
fuesen  necesarios,  y  de  hacer  todos  los  contratos  indispensables  para  conseguir 
la  fuerza  motriz  necesaria  y  para  otros  fines  ;  asf  también  para  ayudar  á  cual- 
esquiera corporación  6  individuo  en  la  dicha  con-^truccií^ni  ó  inciora;  v  pnra 
cuaKjaicr  otro  negocio  á  fin  de  obtener  buen  éxito  en  el  tomento  y  manejo  de 
la  exposición. 

Los  empleados  que  se  eligieron  para  el  primer  año  fueron  los 
siguientes:  Presidente,  J.  M.  Brinker;  Primer  V ice-Presidente, 
RoswELL  P.  Flower;  Segundo  Vice-Presidente,  Chauncey  M. 
Depew;  Tercer  V ice-Presidente,  E,  Thomas;  Tesorero,  F.  C, 
M.  Laütz;  Secretario,  Rtchmond  C.  Hi  lu:  y  también  se  eligió 
una  comisión  ejecutiva  para  preparar  planos  y  proceder  con  los 
trabajo.-^  prtíl  i  minares  neccsarius,  compuerta  de  J.  M.  ííkinkf.r, 
Daniel  O'Day,  Hi>gar  Vas  IÍtten,  Wh  i  tam  F.  Shkehan,  I'.  C. 
M.  Lautz.  Ch ARi.i  s  R.  Hi'NTLEY  V  Herbkrt  P.  Bissell.  Se  elisio 
un  local  admirable  en  la  vecindad  de  La  Salle,  distante  como  á 
cuatro  millas  al  sur  de  la  catarata  de  Niagara,  que  ocupa  una 
extensión  considerable  sobre  el  Rio  Niagara  y  donde  hay  iàcil ida- 
des  abundantes  para  utilizar  la  fuerza  eléctrica  de  la  catarata.  Los 
cuerpos  comerciales  de  Buí&lo  y  otras  ciudades  en  la  frontera  de 
los  Estados  Unidos  sobre  el  Niagara,  han  adoptado  el  proyecto  con 
entusiasmo  y  le  están  dando  su  apoyo  activo.  Se  han  hecho  arre- 
^los  para  c]ue  varias  líneas  de  terríK-arril  Dtorguen  concesiones  que 
suministraran  amj)lias  conexiones  de  transporte. 

Según  el  plan  general  de  los  edificios  y  el  local,  habrá  un  gran 
ediñcio  principal  en  íbmia  octagonal  con  ocho  cupulas  que  serán 
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virtualmente  edificios  distintos.  Se  ha  tenido  en  mira  al  formular 
el  plan,  procurar  la  mayor  solidez  y  el  último  grado  de  comodidad. 

En  cada  cúpula  habrá  entradas  y  salidas,  y  los  concurrentes 
podrán  pasar  libremente  y  sin  estorbo,  ó  bajo  techo  ó  al  aire  libre,  de 

un  edificio  al  otro  de  los  ocho  de  afuera.  Los  corredores  trans* 
versales  que  se  dedicarán  á  las  exhibiciones  del  Canatiá,  de 
M«*xico,  y  la  América  Central  y  del  Sur,  proporcionarán  medios 
de  llegar  á  las  ocho  divisiones  interiores  (pie  se  han  designado  para 
los  varios  Estados  de  la  Union,  y  el  espacio  central  será  dedicado 
á  los  varios  departamentos  del  Gobierno  de  los  Estados  Unidos. 

La  hilera  exterior  de  edificios^  las  cúpulas,  los  corredores  trans- 
versales y  los  departamentos  para  los  Estados  de  la  Unión  serán 
todos  accesibles  por  medio  de  ocho  patios  interiores  al  aire  libre. 

En  cuanto  á  la  apariencia  exterior,  los  detalles  generales  y 
puntos  técnicos,  se  dejan  al  resultado  de  un  concurso  de  arquitec* 
tos  de  todo  el  país,  los  que  serán  invitados  á  someter  diseños  y 
otre(  er  sugestiones. 

I  oda  la  tuerza  motriz  necesaria  para  el  calor,  alumbrado  y 
operación  de  los  varios  departamentos,  será  proveída  por  la  elec- 
tricidad, salvo  en  los  casos  en  que  sea  posible  utilizar  los  motores 
de  aire  ú  otra  íiierza  que  no  produzca  humo. 


URUGUAY. 

trApico  y  comercio  en  los  años  de  189Ç  y  1896. 

Tomamos  de  un  informe  oficial  sobre  el  tráfico  y  comercio  del 
Uruguay,  dirigido  al  Ministerio  de  Relaciones  Exteriores  de  la 
Gran  Bretaña,  los  párrafos  siguientes  : 

TRÁFICO  EXTRANJER.O. 

El  monto  total  del  tráñco  exterior  de  U  república  del  Uruguay  en  el  afio  de 
189$,  fué  de       2,325,478,  de  cuya  suma ^^5,401,299  representan  la  cantidad 

que  se  importó,  y  ^6,924,179  la  que  se  exportó. 

Las  importaciones  en  el  año  t!e  i  >^95  excedieron  i  las  de  1894  en  j¿337»39l» 
pero  la.s  cxportacioües  fueron  de  ^,220,^74  meno?. 

Comparando,  sin  embargo,  el  total  tlcl  trático  exterior  del  país  en  los  años  de 
1 854  y  1895,  se  ve  que  en  el  segundo  de  estos  año»  iiubo  un  aumento  de  ^  1  i  7,01 7. 
Se  puede  decir  también  que  ha  habido  un  crecimiento  gradual  en  el  trático  ex- 
terior de  Uruguay  durante  los  últimos  cinco  afios,  segôn  se  veri  por  la  tabla 
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(AiMXO  A.)  La»  cantidades  en  élla  contenidas  representan  el  valor  ofidal  de 
todo*  los  electos  despachados  en  las  aduanas  de  la  república  duranta  aquellos  afios. 

EXPORTACIONES. 

Las  exportaciones  de  este  pais»  con  excepción  quiza  del  charque  (tasajo)  y  del 
extracto  de  carne  de  Licbig,  consisten  principalmente  en  materias  primas,  tales 

como  lana,  cueros,  pieles  de  oveja,  crin  y  otros  productos  rurales.  Grnnos  se 
exportan  también  ahora  en  cantidades  considerables  y  puede  esto  adquirir  impor- 
tantes proporciones  antes  de  nuicho  tiempo.  La  escasez  de  trabajadores,  sin 
embargo,  es  un  serio  inconveniente  en  la  actualidad  para  el  desarrollo  de  la  aijri- 
cultura,  que  tendrá  que  retardarse  ntucbo,  üi  la  inmigración  no  viene  á  salvarla. 

CHARQUE  (tasajo). 

El  número  de  la&  rcbCb  que  se  mataron  en  los  saladeros  de  la  República  en  . 
1895  fué  mayor  que  el  del  afto  anterior  y  alcanzó  á  869,500  cabezas. 

En  1 894  las  reses  que  se  mataron  para  la  salazón  fueron  846,  lOOw  El  aumento 
se  debe  atribuir  á  la  mayor  cantidad  de  extractos  de  carne  líquidos  que  se  hacen 
ahora  para  la  exportación.  El  valor  total  del  charque  preparado  en  1895,  fué 
de  1 ,047, 1 3 2»  y  el  del  afio  precedente  de  1 , 2 1 6,8 1 3. 

IMPORTACIONES. 

Entre  las  naciones  que  importan  mercancías  á  este  pais,  la  Gran  Bretafta  ocupa 
el  primer  lugar,  y  sus  importaciones  son  hoy  tres  veces  más  grandes  que  las  de 
cualquier  otro  pals. 

No  sucede  lo  mismo  en  cuanto  á  1:^  exportaciones»  pues  aqu(  ocupa  la  Gran 

BrctarTa  el  tercer  lugar  entre  los  países  quc  comercian  con  el  Uruguay.  Francia 
ocupa  el  primero  y  después  viene  el  Brasil.  Este  toma  casi  todo  el  charque,  que 
es  el  alimento  de  su  población  negra,  y  Francia  casi  toda  la  lana. 

INMICaAClÓN  BXTRANjaRA  EN  EL  UEUGUAY. 

Otros  países  han  aumcntadi)  indudablemente  su  comercio  con  el  Uruguay, 
pero  hav  que  tener  presente  que  la  inmigración  italiana  \'  la  española,  asi  como 
tanuncn  la  Iranccsu  y  la  alemana,  aunque  en  menor  escala,  han  traido  al  país 
los  gustos  y  las  necendades  de  aqnellos  pueblos.  Por  lo  mismo  se  han  estab- 
leado en  todas  partes  casas  de  comercio  de  dichas  nacionalidades  y  estas  intro- 
ducen en  gran  escala  lo  que  sus  púsanos  han  menester  ;  pero  generalmente  trafican 
en  artículos  que  no  afectan  en  manera  alguna  al  comercio  britiitico. 

No  hay  que  suponer  que  las  mencionadas  casas  se  limitan  á  importar  los  pro- 
duetos  de  sus  respectivos  países,  pues  muchas  de  días  hacen  venir  sus  mercancías 
de  Inglaterra  cuando  no  les  ea  posible  obtener  en  sus  propios  países  y  en  condiciones 
igualmente  ventajosas  el  artículo  que  necesitan. 

EL  PEOYBCTADO  PUERTO  DE  MONTEVIPEO. 

Desde  hace  algunos  años  el  Gobierno  del  Uruguay  ha  estado  pensando  en  la 
construcción  de  un  puerto  comercial  en  Montevideo.    Ahora  parece  posible 
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la  realización  del  proyecto,  si  e»  que  se  encuentra  alguno  que  quiera  aceptar  la 
concesión,  v  que  pueda  disponer  de  los  medios  para  llevar  á  caho  la  emprc'^a. 
Se  han  contiado  los  estudios  preliminares  S  los  Señores  Luthrr.  y  Compañía, 
ingenieros  construe  ;  ores  de  Alemania,  quienes  han  hecho  aquéllos  con  bas- 
tante habilidad.  Sobre  dichos  trabajos  han  escrito  largos  informes  el  Señor 
Gt'ERRAND,  ingeniero  francés,  y  el  Señor  Kl'mmer,  ingeniero  alemán.  £stos  han 
modificado  los  planos  y  el  proyecto  de  los  Señorea  Lvthejl  notablemente. 

Otros  ingenieros  notables  de  varías  nacionalidades,  ademis  de  los  Seliores 
LoTHsa  Y  CompaBia»  han  presentado  propuestas  para  la  construcción  del  puerto 
de  Montevideo,  pero  parece  que  se  ha  dado  la  preferencia  i  aquéllos,  y  sus 
planos  modificados  han  sido  preferidos  por  la  comisión  nombrada  por  el  Gobierno 
uruguayo.  El  futuro  puerto  seri  construido  probablemente  de  conformidad  con 
los  citados  planos. 

Los  varios  proyectos  que  han  sido  presentados  al  Gobierno  difieren  poco  unos 
de  otros  y  todos  reconocen  como  ba&e  ia  construcción  de  diques  y  fondeaderos 
interiores. 

Se  calcula  que  para  llevar  á  cubu  cuaUjuicra  cic  los  proyectos  que  se  han  pre- 
sentado, habrá  que  gastar  de  2,500,000  á  3,000,000  libras  esterlinas.  Es  cuestión 
económica  diñcil  de  resolver,  la  de  si  convendri  hacer  un  puerto  artificial  tan 
costoso,  sobre  todo  teniendo  ta  República  Argentina  dos  puertos  ya  concluidos 
y  abiertos  al  comercio  en  el  Rio  de  la  Plata. 

Parece  un  hecho  que  en  lo  futuro  se  construirán  barcos  de  grandes  dimen- 
siones y  por  consiguiente  de  mucho  calado.  Si  Montevideo  llega  i  tener  un 
puerto  adecuado  á  las  necesidades  del  porvenir,  se  encontrari  en  condiciónes 
más  ventajosas  que  las  de  ahora. 

Se  sabe  que  íos  navios  que  calan  más  de  2  :¡  piés,  corren  considerable  peliero 
de  encallar  cuando  suben  por  el  Plata  hasta  Buenos  Aires,  y,  ptir  tanto,  ^i  el 
proyectado  puerto  dc  Montevideo  ilcgura  á  ofrecer  un  fondeadero  seguro  y 
buenas  dársenas  para  buques  grandes,  su  porvenir  estaría  asegurado. 

Del  larguísimo  informe  de  los  Señores  Gvbrrand  y  Kummbk  sobre  el  proyecto 
de  los  Seftores  Luthek  y  CompaRIa,  he  extractado  lo  necesario  para  hacer  la 
siguiente  ligera  descripción  : 

El  primer  dique  comienza  en  la  parte  sudeste  de  la  ciudad  de  Montevideo  y 
va  en  línea  recta  en  la  misma  dirección  por  una  distancia  de  720  metros.  De  la 
extremidad  de  este  dique,  y  dejando  un  espacio  de  820  piés  para  la  entrada  de 
los  buque*;  á  la  bahía,  sale  otro  dique  con  dirección  al  sudoeste,  el  cual  forma  con 
el  otro  el  \erdedero  puerto. 

La  extensión  comprendida  dentro  de  dichas  obras  será  de  ^62.;  acres  v  tendrá 
una  profundidad  de  23  piés  en  cl  j>ucrto  dc  fuera.  Habrá  dos  faros  á  la  entrada, 
uno  i  la  extremidad  de  cada  dique.  El  çanal  que  conducirá  á  la  bahía  interior 
seri  dra^o  hasta  que  tenga  una  profundidad  de  «3  piés  en  marea  baja.  Esta 
última  bahfa  estari  protegida  por  otro  dique  de  4,000  metros  de  largo  que  ser- 
virá de  abrigo  i  la  ciudad,  i  las  dársenas  y  á  los  muelles.  De  la  bahfa  interior, 
y  hada  la  entrada  de  la  exterior  por  el  lado  del  mar,  habrá  un  canal  de  una 
milla  y  cuatro  quintos  de  largo,  cuya  profundidad  se  mantendrá  valiéndose  de 
dragas,  á  13  piés  por  término  medio. 
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Si  e«re  proyecto  se  lleva  adelante,  Montevideo  tendrá  de  seguro  an  excelente 
puerto,  pero,  como  he  manifestado  aiitc>,  será  una  obra  costosa. 

Según  parece,  e!  puerto  de  fuera  servirá  bolamente  para  transbordos  en  c¡  caso 
de  navios  que  cakn  Jcniabiado  para  poder  entrar  á  la  bahía  interior,  6  cuando 
tengan  á  bordo  muy  poca  carga  para  Montevideo. 

Se  cálcala  que,  bajo  eircunscancias  favorables,  se  emplearftn  ocho  afios,  por  los 
menos  en  la  construcción  del  paerto  según  el  proyecto  de  los  Seftores  Luther  y 
CoMPAftÍA.  Stn  embargo,  una  vez  que  los  principales  diques  estén  concluidos, 
los  buques  se  verán  prot^dos  contra  las  grandes  oleadas  producidas  por  la  vio- 
lencia de  los  vientos  llamados  pamperos,  y  contra  el  peligro  de  romperse  contra 
la»  rocas  en  las  costas  de  Montevideo.  El  plan  oficial  que  acompaña  k  este 
informe  dá  una  ¡dea  clara  de  lo  que  será  el  puerto  cuando  este  concluido. 

OBRAS  PÚBLICAS  FERROCARRILES.  • 

Una  nueva  sección  del  Ferrocarril  del  Este  ó  Maldonado  ha  sido  abierta  al 
servicio  público  durante  el  afio  de  1S95. 

Ultimamente  el  Gobierno  ha  estado  tratando  de  llevar  á  cabo  algunas  obras 
públicas  de  menor  importancia  en  algunos  de  los  departamentos,  tales  como  la 
canalización  del  Paso  de  Almirón,  á  linde  facilitar  la  navegación  del  Rio  Uruguay. 
Se  han  hecho  caminos,  puentes,  etc. 

MONEDA. 

Es  digno  de  notar  que  la  República  del  Uruguay  no  ha  adoptado  jamás  el 
papel  moneda. 

■ANCO  DB  LA  NACIÓN. 

Desde  que  quebró  el  Banco  Nacionai  en  1890,  ha  estado  discutiendo  mucho 
la  formación  de  un  Banco  del  Estado.  Pero  a)  ün  la  empresa  se  ha  realizado  y 
se  halla  ahora  plenamente  organizada  con  un  capital  de  ^,000,000  de  pesos 

1,063,830). 

Las  entradas  de  las  aduanas  fueron,  en  189Ó,  de  j^2,i83,$47.  Comparadas 
con  las  de  1895,  que  fueron  de  ;^2,26o,48i,  se  nota  una  disminución  de 

IMFORTACIONES. 

La  importación  total  ascendió  en  1896,  según  los  datos  oficiales,  á  un  valor 
de  ^1,857,674,  y  en  1895  fué  de  ^1,916,533,  lo  que  muestra  una  disminución 
de  ^58,859  en  1896. 

COMBRCIO  DEL  VRUGVAY. 

Las  comparaciones  que  se  hacen  en  seguida  en  lo  tocante  al  comercio  del 

Uruguay,  pueden  encerrar  algíín  inreré<Ñ  para  aquellos  que  negocian  con  este  país. 

La  población  de  la  República  se  calculaba  en  1885,  según  los  datos  oticialc?,  en 
58-^,000  almas,  El  comercio  exterior  se  estimaba  en  ^io,~;o,g^8,  de  cuva 
cantidad  ^5,377,760  correspondían  á  la  importación,  tocando  así  á  los  habitantes 
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por  cabeza,  de  la  primera  ««uma,  1 8  libras,  8  chelines  y  9  peniques,  y  de  la  segunda, 
9  libras,  4  chelines  y  6  peniques. 

En  i8gç  se  consideraba  que  la  población  era  de  cerca  de  823,000  almas,  y  el 
comercio  exterior  se  estimaba  en  ^12,157,412,  de  lo  cual  5,233,23^  corrcs- 
poncían  á  la  importación.  Se  verá,  pues,  que  de  la  primera  suma  tocaba  por 
cabeza  á  los  habitantes  14  libras,  1$  chelines  y  2  peniques,  y  de  la  segunda, 
6  libras,  7  chelines  y  4  peniques. 

En  1885,  el  comercio  exterior  de  la  República  se  calculó  en  ;¿  10,750,958,  y 
las  rentas  de  aduana  asoendíeron  á  j^s,  18 1,651,  lo  que  representa  un  impuesto 
del  20  por  ciento. 

Fn  i?95,  el  comercio  exterior  filé  por  valor  de  ^12,157,412,  y  las  rentas  de 

aduana  llegaron  á  ^¿i,  181,524,  representando  un  impuesto  del  18  por  ciento. 

Q^ii/.á  no  es  fuera  de  lugar  decir  aquí  que  la  deuda  púb'ica  de  la  nación  era 
en  iSí-'q  de  ^1  2,803,041,  ó  sea  como  21  iibra>,  K;  chelines  y  2  peniques  por 
cabeza  de  la  población.  En  1896  la  deuda  ascendió  en  números  redondos  á 
^25,212,766,  ó  sea  30  libras  y  10  chelines  J)or  cabeza. 

MAaCAS  DI  pXvatCA. 

El  Ciobierno  ha  emitido  un  decreto  acerca  del  registro  de  las  marcas  de  fábrica 
extranjeras,  cuya  sustancia  es  la  siguiente  : 

El  registro  de  marcas  de.Abrica  extranjeras,  hecho  por  personas  que  no  estén 
suficientemente  autorizadadas  por  sus  duefios,  se  declara  provisional. 

Cuando  se  haya  cumplido  con  lo  prescrito  en  el  articulo  37  de  la  ley  de  marzo 
de  1877,  el  re^tro  se  tendri  por  definitivo. 

El  registro  provisional  puede  hacerse  definitivo  si  las  personas  interesadas 
cumplen  con  lo  dispuesto  en  la  ley  del  1**  de  marzo  de  1877. 

Se  protegerán  los  derechos  de  aquellas  personas  que  hayan  sido  perjudicadas 
por  un  registro  irregular  á  fin  de  que  puedan  ejercerlos  en  debida  forma. 

La  oficina  de  Regi'ítro  suministrará  cada  trimestre  al  Ministerio  de  Comercio, 
para  su  publicación,  una  lista  de  las  marcas  de  fabricas  que  hayan  sido  registra- 
das ó  desechadas.  En  caso  de  duda  sobre  si  la  marca  de  fábrica  que  se  presenta 
para  el  registro  es  de  manufactura  ó  de  comercio,  ó  sobre  si  el  artículo  á  que  se 
refiere  es  de  los  fabricados  en  el  pafs  6  en  el  extranjero,  la  oficina  de  Registro 
someterá  el  caso  al  Ministerio,  y  si  éste  no  puede  resolverlo,  se  consultará  á  la 
Cámara  de  Comercio. 

£1  objeto  del  decreto  anterior  es  impedir  que  los  que  imitan  aquí  los  artículos 
extranjeros  abusen  de  las  marcas  de  fábrica,  y  que  en  el  caso  de  que  esos  abusos 
hayan  sido  cometidos,  puedan  los  legítimos  dueños  hacer  prevalecer  sus  derechos. 

Si  ?e  cumple  debidamente  este  decreto,  se  logrará  de  seguro  poner  término, 
ha-ta  cierto  punto,  á  la  falsificación  que  hoy  se  hace  de  las  manufacturas  europeas, 
y  pur  medio  de  lo  cual  se  pasan  como  productos  legítimos  articulo»  de  muy 
inferior  calidad. 

MOVIMENTO   DE  BUQUES. 

El  número  de  buques  inglese?  que  han  entrado  aí  puerto  de  Montevideo  y 
salido  de  ¿i  durante  el  año  de  1896,  ha  sido  de  doce  menos  que  en  1895. 
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Annex  A. —  Tabla  comparativa  del  comercio  exUxior  del  Untguay  desde  lâpi 

hasta  /Sç^. 


Aña. 

Vktor. 

Importación. 

Suportación. 

TotaL 

;6  4.  047,900 

^  5.744.  312 

;í  9.  793, 

4, 190, 574 

5,  521.663 

9,650.237 

1893  

4, 185.045 

5,  889.  653 

10, 074. 698 

5. 063,  gofi 

7.  144.  553 

12,  208,  461 

5,401,299 

6.924,179 

12,325,47s 

COMERCIO  CON  LOS  ESTADOS  UNIDOS. 

Kl  Señor  M  urgu  ion  do,  cónsul  general,  sumiüistru  á  esta  oficina 
la  siguiente  estadística  relativa  al  comercio  entre  el  Uru^'uay  y  los 
Estados  Unidos  durante  los  seis  primeros  meses  del  ano  común  de 
1897,  comparado  con  el  del  mismo  período  de  1896. 


Afioa. 

Exportación.  ^ 

Importaddn. 

$725.854.71  , 
529,018,24  , 

J 

$1, 034,  787 
3,611.263 

Estas  cifras  acusan  un  descenso  de  $196,836.47  tn  las  expor- 
taciones de  1897,  mientras  que  las  importaciones  del  mismo  año 
muestran  un  aumento  de  $2,576,476. 

El  valor  de  las  exportaciones  de  Nueva  York  muestra  una  baja 
de  $266,189.  Las  exportaciones  de  otros  puntos  del  extremo 
oriental  y  del  sur,  no  han  sufrido  alteración. 

Las  importaciones  se  dividieron  de  la  manera  siguiente  : 

Nueva  York  $3. 428, 219 

Filadélfia   20. 707 

Bo«;fnn  ,   150,923 

Baltimore   11,414 


COMERCIO  MISCELANEO. 

REPÚBLICA  ARGENTINA. 

Los  campos  actuales  de  trigo  de  la  República  .Argentina 
I<a  Ooaicka  da  TM(o.  t  •  1 

prometen  ana  buena  cosecha,  y  como  el  area  cultivada 

es  mayor  t^ue  la  del  aSo  pasado,  el  prospecto  es  por  demis  satis&ctorio.  Los 
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agricultores  de  aquel  país  temen,  sin  embargo,  que  se  presente  de  nuevo  la  piaga 

de  la  lango<íta  que  tantos  estragos  caus<^  el  <iño  pasaJt),  v  están  tomando  medidas 
enérgicas  para  prevenirla,  F.l  producto  de  la  trasquiladura,  se  dice  que  es  supe- 
rior en  cantidad  y  calidad  al  del  año  1896. 

FaviiiMiitM  4*  Aafldt»  «n         Proyéctase   cu   Buenos  Aires    la   pavimeiitaciiin  con 
Itamoi  Aim.  astalio,  de  las  calles  de  la  ciudad.     Para  llevar  á  cabo  los 

trabajos,  que  comprenderin  una  extensión  de  1  ;o  manzanas,  ae  solicitarán  pro- 
posiciones de  los  Estados  Unidos,  Inglaterra  y  Francia. 

Según  comunica  Mr.  Buchanan,  ministro  de  los  Estado  Unidos  en  Buenos 
Aires,  el  pliego  de  condiciones  para  la  subasta  de  aquella  empressa,  seri  remitido 
ft  la  le|^6n  argentina  en  Washington. 

BRASIL. 

T«i<fi»o,  oampaai.  Ai>6.  Bra»il,"  periódico  que  se  publica  en  Rio, 

se  proyecta  la  constitución  en  el  Distrito  Federal  del  ' 
Brasil,  de  una  compañía  anónima  con  un  capital  de  10,000  contos  dividido  en 
acciones  de  ^0,000  reis.    Ksta  compañía  tiene  por  objeto  la  comunicación  tele- 
fónica de  todas  la>  capitales  de  estados  ile  la  República  entre  sl,  y  sc  le  ha  dado 
el  título  de  Sociedade  Te!e]>honîca  Norte  Sul. 
Nota.— Un  conto  es  equivalente  á  |2uu  en  moneda  de  lo«  Halados  Unidos,  y  un  milreia  v-aic  20 


Bsporiadte  d*  Itertiui  corresponsal,  escribiendo  sobre  el  comercio  de 

Americana.  harina  entre  los  Estados  Unidos  y  el  Brasil,  declara  que 

en  el  año  físcal  que  terminó  el  30  de  junio  de  1896,  Baltimore  hizo  el  47 
por  ciento  Je  la  exportación  total.  Explícale  parcialmente  esta  preponder- 
ancia en  el  comercio  de  harina  por  el  hecho  de  ijue  los  harineros  de  Balti- 
more, debido  á  su  grande  experiencia  en  a<-[uclla  industria,  saben  adaptar  sus 
productos  á  los  pedidos  especiales  del  mercado  brasilero.  .Antes,  Bakimore 
hacia  la  mayor  parte  de  la  importación  de  café;  pero  en  estos  últimos  años 
aquella  preponderanda  ha  pasado  i  puertos  situados  mas  al  norte.  Los  buques 
caraos  de  café  que  llegan  ft  New  York  procedentes  del  Brasil,  deseando  car^ 
de  r^reso,  hacen  ahora  el  vú^e  triangular  de  New  York  ft  Baltimore  para  tomar 
cargamentos  de  Harina  con  destino  ft  los  mercados  de  la  América  del  Sur. 

La  cosecha  de  café  de  1806  á  1807  en  el  Brasil  es  por 

La  Goaecha  d«  OmU.  :r  7f  r 

demás  extraordinaria.    Asciende  ft  9,000,000  de  sacos,  y 
los  comerciantes  han  temido  la  baja  natural  de  los  precios  consiguiente  á  un 

cxccfo  de  produccif^n.  Comunícase  oficialmcnre,  ^in  embargo,  en  un  extracto 
de  una  revista  del  mercado  remitido  al  Dcparinicnio  de  E>tado  por  Mr.  Paul 
WiEsiKE,  cónsul  de  los  Estado*!  Unidos  011  Managua,  que  e!  imj^orte  dcí  café 
de  este  año,  considerado  como  el  promedio  Je  producción,  no  c»  de  ninguna 
suerte  tan  excesivo  como  el  del  año  pasado.  La  cosecha  de  1897-98  se  calcula 
en  7,500,000  sacos. 

ECUADOR. 

El  Gobierno  del  Ecuador  ha  impuesto  recientemente 
un  recargo  de  20  por  ciento  sobre  los  derechos  de  importa- 
ción, que  se  abonará  en  los  bonos  pagaaeros  al  portador,  últimamente  emitidos 
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cvn  aiiuc]  objeto.  Estos  bonos  son  de  iin  \  alor  de  çoo,  250  y  100  ^ucrcï,  y 
devengan  un  interés  anual  de  10  por  L'iento.  Du  hos  bonos  serán  vcndiklos  4  un 
descuento  de  5  j>or  cicnio  en  turnas  jiicnorcs  de  i;oo  sucres,  y  de  i  o  por  cieiuo 
en  cantidades  mayores.  En  caso  de  que  cl  pago  dei  recargo  no  se  haga  con  ej>cüs 
bonos,  te  impondrá  un  recargo  extraordinario  de  5  por  ciento, 

HONDURAS  BRITÁNICA. 

snbutap^a  el  Alumbrado     ^»  comÍMÓn  del  distrito  de  la  ciud«d  de  Belize  (Hon- 
BUetrico.  duras  brícinica)  ha  decidido  establecer  la  luz  eléctrica  pora 

el  servicio  del  alumbrado  público,  y  al  efecto  ha  sacar  la  empresa  á  pública 

subasta.  E!  sistema  de  luz  eléctrica  que  se  a  adoptado  es  el  que  se  conoce  con 
el  nombre  de  sistema  de  los  tres  alambres  6  alambre  neutral,  y  comprende  cal- 
dera*;, máquinas,  dinamos,  acumuladores,  tubos  de  cobre,  tubos  flcxiblcs<ie  plomo, 
postes  de  hierro,  conmutadores,  carbones,  lámparas  incandescente,  y  lámparas  de 
arco.  Los  pliegos  de  proposiciones  serán  recibidos  por  Mr.  A.  R.  Simkins, 
M.  I.  E.;  favor  de  F.  Otto,  Esq.,  'i'uwcr  Chambers,  Mourgatc  street,  London, 
S.  C,  ante»  del  20  de  octubre  de  1897.  En  el  pliego  de  condiciones  suminis- 
trado al  Departamento  de  Estado  por  M.  R.  MoaLAM»  cónsul  de  los  Estados 
Unidos  en  Belize,  se  declara  que  la  comisión  no  está  obliga  á  aceptar  ninguna  de 
las  proposiciones  ni  tampoco  la  de  diras  más  bajas. 

MÉXICO. 

La  "Revue  du  Commerce  Extérieur"  en  su  nfimero 

Fâbnca  de  Ûalzado.  i-  1  «  .1 

correspondiente  al  2  1  de  agosto,  anuncia  el  pronto  esta- 
blecimiento en  México  de  una  gran  ftbrica  de  calzado.  Se  invertirá  en  la  empresa 
un  capital  de  $2,000,000. 

F,í  sindicato  se  propone  exportar  calzado  en  gran  escala  para  los  mercados 
europeos  y  americanos.  Este  cabado,  vendido  á  muy  bajo  precio  en  moneda 
mexicana,  se  aprovechará  en  el  cxtríinjero  de  las  fluctuaciones  del  cambio. 

En  un  decreto  del  Gobierno,  recientemente  promulgado, 

se  han  declarado  exentos  de  derecho  de  tonelaje  i  todos 
los  buques  americanos  y  de  otras  nacionalidades  que  entren  en  los  puertos  roexí- 
canos  con  cargamentos  de  carbón  exclusivamente.  Los  cargamentos  de  carbón 
americano  recibidos  en  México  en  junio  de  1896,  ascendieron  á  16,480  tonda* 
das,  y  en  junio  de  1897  á  32,671,  lo  que  acusa  un  aumento  de  100  por  ciento. 

NICARAGUA. 

En  contestaci/in  á  \  ari.i>  preguntas  sobre  la  materia,  el 
cónsul  de  los  Estados  Unidos  en  San  fuan  del  Norte, 
Thovi  \s  O'll  \K.,\,  d.i  cuenta  al  Oepartanicnro  de  Estado  de  las  posibilidades  y 
oportunidades  para  agencias  de  máquinas  de  escribir  en  Nicaragua.  .Mr.  O'HaRa 
comunica  la  interesante  noticia  de  que  en  San  Juan  del  Norte  no  hay  más  que 
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una  máquina  de  escribir,  y  agrega  que  en  Blucfields  sî'jIo  huy  cinco.  Esto  ocurre 
i  pesar  de  i]uc  los  derechos  sobre  e?to^  artículo'!  están  reducido<:  :\]  mininnim  de 
la  tarifa,  veinte  centavos,  6  sea  poco  má>  ele  ocho  (  cntavos  por  libra.  Kslos 
derechos  se  reducen  íí  la  (luinta  parte  si  se  prueb.i  que  ¡.i  niác¡uin,i  está  en  uso  en 
la  actualidad.  La»  nia(¡uinas  de  escribir  se  venden  en  Nicaragua  á  cien  pesos  en 
oro,  de  los  cuales  recibe  cl  agente  un  veinte  y  cinco  por  ciento. 

En  vista  de  este  informe  del  cónsul  O'Hara  respecto  de  las  oportunidades 
para  la  venta  de  mfiquinas  de  escribir  en  Nicaragua,  seria  probablemente  venta- 
joso para  los  fabricantes  americanos  inquirir  la  situación  de  los  mercados  de  otras 
ciudades  importantes,  como  Managua,  Leon  y  Granada,  respecto  de  aquel 
articulo. 

Mr.  H.  R.  Sai.tf.r,  tesorero  de  la  oficina  de  administra- 

Ej^MtMloaMd*  BlMMds. 

c\6i\  de  contribiK iones  del  depart.unenio  de  /.olaya,  ha 
remitido  al  Bureau  una  lista  de  las  exportaciones  del  puerto  de  Blnetields  en  el 
año  fiscal  que  termini^  cl  30  de  junio  de  1897.  De  este  inlurnie  aparece  que  ios 
plátanos  constituyen  el  principal  articulo  de  exportación  de  aqucl^  la  exporta- 
ción de  dicho  articulo  asciende  á  1,395,086  racimos.  Siguen  en  orden  de  impor- 
tancia, la  goma  elástica  con  una  exportación  de  163,703  libras;  oro,  io,$4t% 
onzas,  y  219,672  cocos. 

Hvfve  VMmvtt    ^  comunicaciones  de  Mr.  Paul  Wibsixe,  cónsul 

en  Managua,  recibidas  en  cl  Departamento  de  Estado  el 
10  de  setiembre,  se  trata  del  rápido  desenvolvimiento  del  nuevo  proiecto  de 
tcrrocarril  entre  cl  intcncjr  de  Nicaragua  y  la  costa  atlántica.  I.a  correspon- 
dencia dirigida  al  Departamento  de  Estado  comprende  coiiuinicacioac:>  de  Mr. 
WiESlKl,  presentando  el  asumo  á  la  conbideraciún  del  l'rcbidcntc  Zei.aya  y  Ge- 
neral MtcuBL  Espinosa,  presidente  del  Congreso  Nacional,  así  como  sus  contesta-» 
Clones  en  favor  del  referido  projecto,  ofreciendo  su  asistencia  para  la  ejecución 
dei  mismo. 

La  construcción  de  esta  linea  ha  de  encomendarse  con  preferencia  i  Ameri- 
canos, y  los  términos  del  contrato  primeramente  celebrado  con  los  Señores  Bakl- 

iNG  y  David  han  le  guardarse  lo  más  estrictamente  posible.  Una  de  las  con- 
diciones que  recomienda  el  Cónsul  Wiesikb  es  que  todos  los  materiales  que  se 
necesiten  para  la  ejecución  de  los  trabajos  sean  admitidos  libres  de  derecho, 
aplicándose  igual  disposición  á  todo  las  provisiones,  con  excepción  de  tabaco  y 
licores. 

1.a  feliz  realización  de  este  projecto  reducirá  de  quince  á  seis  días  la  comuni- 
cación con  los  Estados  Unidos,  y  en  combinación  con  la  línea  de  vapores  de  la 
costa  atlintica,  que  se  considera  como  parte  de  la  empresa,  esta  será  de  incalcu- 
lable beneficio  para  las  cindaudes  de  Rama  y  Bluefields. 
M— TT  f THur'    F1-T-  Thomas  O'Haka  remitió  al  Departmento  de 

Estado,  con  fecha  i**  de  Agosto,  copia  de  un  decreto  del 
Presidente  Zf.laya,  autorizando  el  establecimiento  en  Managua  de  un  Museo 
Nacional  para  la  exposición  de  los  productos  del  pais. 

El  Dr.  Damo  Guzman  ha  sido  nombrado  en  cl  mismo  decreto  para  organizar 
V  dirieir  ]m  trabajDs  de  !a  institución,  con  poderes  además  para  la  formación 
del  reglamento  que  ha  de  regirla. 
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P£RÚ. 

En  coniomcacion«9  dirigidas  i  c»tc  Bureau,  se  anuncia 
el  reciente  descubrimiento  en  la  parte  oriental  del  Perti  de 
unas  minas  de  oro  mas  ricas  que  ninguna  de  las  hasta  ahora  descubiertas  en 
aquel  pafs,  notable  ya  por  su  riquesa  en  metales  preciosos.  Los  Departamentos 

de  Cuzco  y  Puno  en  donde  las  minas  están  situadas,  ton  de  flcil  acceso  por 
ferrocarril  desde  el  puerto  de  Moliendo  en  el  Pacífico,  pues  existe  una  linea 

ferroviaria  entre  este  punto  y  el  Departamento  de  Puno.  Actualmente  el 
viaje  cíe  Puno  á  Cu/c  o  h.icc  en  mula,  pero  se  proyecta  la  construcción  de  una 
linea  que  completará  en  breve  la  comunicación  por  ferrocarril. 

URUGUAY. 

oon.e«io  d.  aioj..  <u  ScHEAMit,  en  un  informe  dirigido  al 

BoiaUi» f  <!•  Parad.  Departamento  de  Estado  con  fecha  i*  de  agosto,  excita! 
los  fabricantes  de  relojes  de  los  Estados  Unidos  para  que  pongan  mayor  empeffo 
en  conquistar  para  su  industria  los  mercados  del  Uruguay.    Hasta  el  presente 

Alemania  ha  monopoli/.ido  prárticamente  el  comercio  de  relojes  de  bolsillo,  lo? 
cuales  se  venden  >icmprc  en  üruguav  como  artículos  completos,  es  decir,  que  las 
caj.Tí  y  máquinas  no  se  venden  nunca  separadamente  como  mercancías  de  diferente 
clase.  Los  relojes  de  pared,  sin  embargo,  han  recibido  mayor  atención,  y  un 
informe  comparativo  de  los  años  1895  y  1896  acusa  un  aumento  notable  en  las 
importaciones  de  relojes  de  pared  procedentes  de  los  Estados  Unidos.  De  la 
importación  de  relojes  en  el  Uruguay  en  1895,  ascendente  á  $8,982,  correspon- 
dieron i  los  Estados  Unidos  f  2,834,  ^  ^^'^  tercera  aproximadamente,  mién- 
tras  que  en  1896  el  comercio  de  relojes  de  pared  del  Uruguay  en  general,  ascendió 
á  $:  3,608,  de  cuya  cantidad  ^^7,006,  6  sea  cerca  de  la  mitad,  correspondían  á 
los  Estados  Unidos. 

VENEZUELA. 

  Bajo  la  dirección  de  la  compañía  denominada  Coro  and 

l,a  \'ehi  Railroad  ars.l  Tniprovcmcnt  Company,  ha  sido 
construido  entre  el  puerto  de  la  \'cla  y  el  pueblo  interior  de  Coro,  una  nueva 
línea  ferrocarrilera  cjiic  se  inaugur.irá  en  hrc\  e.  Kn  el  contrato  para  la  cons- 
trucción de  esiu  obr.à,  al  cual  se  Wi/.o  relcrcncia  en  el  Bolciin  correspondiente 
al  mes  de  diciembre  de  1894,  se  estipulaba  i^uc  dicha  linea  había  de  quedar 
abierta  al  servicio  público  el  20  de  octubre  de  1897.  La  cooperación  entu- 
siástica de  los  capitalistas  de  tos  Estados  Unidos  y  Venesuela  interesados  en  la 
empresa,  ha  hecho  posible  la  terminación  de  la  obra  en  el  tiempo  estipulado;  y 
el  buen  resultado  de  esta  empresa  queda  evidenciado  en  el  hecho  de  que  está 
siendo  objeto  de  ^eria  consideración  una  proposición  que  se  ha  presentado  para 
la  prolongación  de  la  linea  hasta  Maracaibo.  Todo  el  material  necesario  para  la 
construcción  de  una  línea  de  tal  importancia  y  magnitud  está  ya  en  poder  de  los 
iniciadores,  de  modo  que  los  trahaios  de  construcción  empezarán  tan  pronto 
como  se  llenen  ciertas  formidades  indispensables. 
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RELAÇÕES  COMMERCL^ES  ENTRE  OS  i  AlZES 

AMERICANOS.  IV* 

MEXICO,  A  AMERICA  CENTRAL  E  AS  ANTILHAS. 

No  primeiro  desta  serie  de  artigos  chamou*se  a  attençâo  para  o 
desenvolvimento  já  alcançado  nas  relações  commerciaes  entre  os 
Estados  Unidos  e  as  paizes  latino-americanos,  que,  por  via-ferrea 
ou  por  vapor,  estão  situados  dos  Estados  Unidos  a  uma  distancia 
comparativamente  curta.  Demonstrou<«e  que  o  Mexico^  a  Ame- 
rica Central  e  as  Antilhas  se  acercam  irresistivelmente  ao  seu  grande 
vizinho  do  norte,  não  somente  como  a  um  merxrado  lucrativo  para 
sens  productos.  nvA>,  tanibcni  como  a  uma  íònte  econt)niica  de 
onde  se  pode  receber  o  que  nrccssitam.  Honduras  britannica, 
colonia  de  uma  f^rande  potencia  europea,  acha  de  maior  proveito 
traficando  com  os  Estados  Unidos  que  com  a  Grâ  Bretanha  c 
sua  dependencia  do  mercado  norte-americano  vai  tornando-se  rapi- 
damente quasi  absoluta.  Já  recebe  dos  Kstados  Unidos  duas 
vezes  mais  productos  do  que  recebe  da  Grâ  Bretanha  e  mais  do 
que  de  todos  os  outros  paizes  combinados.  Até  hoje  os  mercados 
brítannicos  continuam  a  receber  a  maior  parte  dos  seus  productos, 
mas  com  o  desenvolvimento  do  commcrcio  em  frutas,  para  as 
quaes  Nova  Orleans  é  um  ponto  de  distribuição,  estas  condições 

« 

*0  primeiro  artigo  desta  serie  foi  publicado  no  Boletim  de  Julho  de  1897,  pagina*  i-S. 
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sem  duvida  se  cambiarão.  Actualmente  o  páo  campeche  e  o 
mogno  constituem  os  principaes  productos  de  exportação  da  colo- 
nia, mas  os  preços  baixos  e  o  augmento  nos  gastos  de  producção 
indicam  que  estes  artigos,  que  sAo  os  principaes  recebidos  pela  Grã 
Bretanha,  diminuirão  necessariamente.  As  bananas  e  a  gomma 
de  mascar  são  exportadas  exclusivamente  para  os  Estados  Unidos, 
c  ainda  que  a  producção  deste  ultimo  artigo  pode  chegar  a  extin- 
guir-se  ilrntro  de  poucos  anuos,  c  provavt-l  que  no  j)roximo  íuturo 
haverá  um  augmento  nas  exportações  destes  dou^  productos  para 
os  Estados  l  nidos. 

E  importante  notar  que  este  augmento  no  commercio  com  os 
Estados  Unidos  é  attribuido  pelo  Sr.  Morlan,  Consul  dos  Estados 
Unidos  em  Belize,*  ao  melhoramento  das  facilidades  de  trans- 
porte— um  Êicto  que  prova  a  verdade  do  que  se  tem  insistido 
muitas  vezes  nestes  artigos,  isto  é,  que  um  dos  principaes  Actores 
do  desenvolvimento  do  commercio  é  o  melhoramento  dos  trans- 
portes por  mar  e  por  terra.  "Este  augmento  do  commercio,** 
diz  o  Consul  Morlan,  "foi  muito  favorecido  pelo  augmento  do 
numero  de  vapores  que  navegam  entre  a  colonia  e  os  Estados 
Unidos,  V  dos  quac6  lia  agora  uma  linha  que  faz  serviro  semanal 
a  Nova  Orleans  e  outra  qu(  o  íàz  cada  quinze  dias  a  Mobile. 
Os  vapores  da  *Atlas  Line'  tocam  regularmente  neste  porto,  e 
cm  connexão  com  os  da  *  Tweedy  Line,'  dào  nos  duas  linhas 
regulares  para  Nova  York.  A  linha  de  vapores  para  Nova 
Orleans  é  a  untca  que  leva  a  bandeira  americana,  mas  pode-se 
dizer  que  os  negocios  e  a  administração  da  outra  linha  são  ameri- 
canos. Não  ha  duvida  de  que  o  grande  commercio  dos  Estados 
Unidos  com  esta  secção  do  paiz  é  devido  quasi  inteiramente  aos 
numerosos  e  rápidos  meios  de  comniuni(  arào.  c  {)arcce-me  que 
este  V  um  grande  argumento  em  tavor  dt  que  se  dr in  subsidios  a 
linhas  de  navegarão  americanas  que  taçam  viag<ns  a  paizes  para 
donde  ha  taita  de  linhas  directas  tie  communicacào." 

E  devido  ao  hom  serviço  de  vias-ferreas  e  vapores  entre  os 
Estados  Unidos  e  o  Mexico  que  as  relações  commerciaes  entre 
os  dous  paizes  têm  augmentado  constantemente,  apezar  de  certas 
preoccupações  e  dos  obstáculos  de  tarifa  e  das  diíTerenças  de 
lingua  e  de  raça.    Pela  primeira  vez  se  estão  aproveitando  effec- 

*VcÍa-sc  siii  relatório  nnnual  t-rr.  d;iia  í\v  2f>  <!e  Nuvenibro  de  169Ó,  nas  Relações 
Cuiiinicrciacá  dus  £stadu?i  Unidos,  Vol.  I,  [r.i^.  437. 
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tivamente  as  vnntagens  geographicas.  A  distancia  da  cidade  de 
Mexico  a  St.  Louis  por  via-ferrea  é  de  2,500  milhas  e  a  distancia 
a  San  Francisco  é  a  mesma.  Os  preços  de  firete  da  cidade  de 
Mexico  a  Chicago,  Indianapolis,  Louisville,  Detroit,  Cincinnati, 
Cleveland,  Buffalo,  Pittsburg,  Philadelphia,  Nova  York,  e  outros 
centros  importantes  se  têm  reduzido  ao  minimo  pela  concurrencia. 
I  )()  porto  de  \  rra  Cruz  a  Novu  York,  a  distancia  por  agua  é 
sonu  nff  de  2,068  milhas,  e  de  Tampico,  de  1,956  milhas.  Ha 
linhas  de  vaporr.s  c-omniodos  (\uc  navegam  rcguhirnunte  entre 
estes  portos.  Outros  vapores  mantém  a  communicaçào  com 
Galveston,  Nova  Orleans.  Mobile,  e  outros  pontos  da  costa  do 
Golío.  Vera  Cruz  e  Tampico  estão  a  quasi  6,000  milhas  de 
Barcelona,  na  Hespanha,  e  se  exigem  vinte  e  (quatro  dias  para 
chegar  a  Liverpool,  dando  uma  grande  volta.  E  evidente,  por» 
tanto,  que  as  vias  naturaes  do  commercio  são  as  que  existem  entre 
o  Mexico  e  os  Estados  Unidos  e  que  resultarão  a  estes  dous 
paÍ7i  s  (grandi  s  vantagens  em  propor(^ùo  a  que  se  desenvolvam  e 
nu  lhorani  (^stas  vias. 

As  (  statisticas  recentemente  dadas  pelo  Sr.  Thomas  T.  Critten- 
den, consul  geral  dos  Estados  Unidos  na  cidade  de  Mexico,* 
mostram  que  os  Estados  Unidos,  com  esforços  comparativamente 
pequenos,  já  enviam  quasi  a  metade  das  importações  e  recebem 
tres  quartos  das  exportações  do  Mexico.  Com  o  desenvolvimento 
das  facilidades  de  transporte,  não  ha  duvida  de  que  esta  troca  de 
pioductos  pode  ser  muito  augmentada.  Um  manufactureiro  pro- 
eminente de  Cincinnati,  o  Sr.  Charles  Davis — ^presidente  da  Davis 
and  Egan  Machine  Tool  Company— demonstrou  este  facto  vigo- 
ro.-^anicnrc  n"um  discurso  pronunciado  na  cidade  de  Mexico  cjiiatido 
estava  ali  i  coino  Presidente  dr  urna  Coninii>são  da  Associação 
Nacional  de  Manuíactureiros.  "O  Mexico,"  disse  elle  "é  um 
paiz  rico  em  productos  que  os  nossos  conunerciantes  desejam 
comprar,  e  as  nossas  lojas  e  fabricas  estão  promptas  a  fornecer  os 
milheiros  de  artigos  que  o  Mexico  pode  necessitar  para  o  desenvol- 
vimento de  seus  grandes  recursos.  *  *  *  Os  Estados  Unidos 
compram  extensamente  dos  paizes  estrangeiros  certos  artigos,  que 
naturalmente,  não  se  podem  produzir  dentro  dos  limites  do  nosso 
próprio  paiz.    Muitas  destas  commodidades  são  productos  natu- 

*  Vejam-sc  as  Relações  commcrciaes  dos  Estados  Unidos,  Vol.  i,  pag.  404. 
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raes  do  Mexico,  taes  como  borracha,  as  varias  gommas  de  com- 
mercio^  hervas  medicinaes»  mineraes,  madeiras  raras  e  páos  de 
tinturaria.  Além  destes  productos  naturaes^  compramos  grandes 
quantidades  de  caie,  tabaco,  fibras  para  tecidos,  frutas  e  nozes  de 
todas  as  classes  e  qualidades  que  não  se  podem  produzir  Vilmente 
no  Mexico." 

Os  seguintes  algarismos,  tirados  ár  rthitorios  uíHciacs  da  altiin- 
dega  para  o  anno  de  1895,  mostrarão  o  valor  total  de  noss:iá 
importações  dos  artigos  mencionados  e  a  pequena  quantidade  que 
compramos  no  Mexico. 


Artigos.                                       Outroü  paizci». 

Do  Mexico. 

13,300,000 
8,  aoo,ooo 
95«  000, 000 
14.700^000 
13,300,000 
16.300,000 

$55.000 
594. 000 
88.000 
6, 000^  000 
13.000 
4.300,000 
117. 000 

Fibras  

17S.  100, 000 

II,  167. 000 

tabella  anterior  indica  que  compramos  do  Mexico  somente 
seis  por  cento  dos  artigos  mencionados.  Parece  evidente  a  oppor- 
tunidade  para  augmenter  a  venda  de  productos  mexicanos  nos 

Estados  Unidos,  e  não  se  pode  duvidar  que  a  vossa  producçào  c 
capaz  (If  ;ilc:in(  ar  um  dcsenvolviínenro  cem  vezes  maior  que  o 
que  a( malmente  tem  sem  que  se  chegue  ao  limite  do  que  podeis 
produzir. 

"Quanto  aos  productos  que  os  Estados  Unidos  tém  de  ofFerecer 
ao  Mexico,"  continuou  o  Sr.  Davis,  **os  Estados  Unidos  actual- 
mente compram  sessenta  e  cinco  por  cento  dos  productos  que  o 
Mexico  oíFerece  para  exportaçãow  Quaes  são  os  productos  que 
exportemos  para  o  Mexico  em  pagamento  das  nossas  comprasf 
Pagamos  o  trinte  e  cinco  por  cento  com  os  productos  de  nossas 
lejas  e  fabricas  e  o  resto  em  dinheiro.  Isto  não  é  devido  a  que  o 
Mexico  não  tenha  necessidade  de  machinas  e  manutacturas  dc 
varias  classes.  K  simplesmente  porque  <»  Mexico  rerí  he  a  maior 
parte  das  suas  im})ortaçòes  de  pai/t  s  europeos.  1^"  evidente  (]ue 
essa  troca  desigual  causa  muitos  incommodos  e  perdas  desnecessá- 
rios no  trañcu.    A  economia  aconselha  naturalmente  que  se  re- 
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duza  o  custo  dos  transportes  tanto  de  dinheiro  como  de  merca- 
dorias.  Si,  no  commercio  com  os  Estados  Unidos^  ha  um  saldo 
annual  de  $  1 7,000,000  em  favor  do  Mexico,  por  que  levar  este 
dinheiro  para  o  Mexico  c  de  allí  rcmettel-o  para  a  Europa  em  pa- 
gamento dt  mercadorias  que  podiam  ser  compradas  nos  Estados 
Unidos?  Ainda  que  faço  a  pergunta,  <  uniprí^hcndo  perfeita- 
nunre  a  causa  deste  estado  de  cousas,  E'  porcjut  a  extensivo  e  a 
cjualidade  dos  nossos  productos  sao  pouco  conliecidas  no  Mexico. 
Sempre  que  as  nossas  machinas  tém  entrado  em  concurrencia  com 
as  da  Europa,  o  resultado  tem  sido  em  nosso  favor.  Hqje  ven- 
demos aos  mineiros  da  Atrica  do  Sul  uma  grande  parte  das  ma- 
chinas empregadas  no  desenvolvimento  desta  região.** 

É  o  cargo  especial  da  Secretaría  das  Republicas  Americanas, 
da  Associação  Nacional  de  Manufactureiros,  dos  Museus  de  Phila* 
delphia,  do  Club  H  espanhol  de  St  Louis,  das  Associações  de 
Exportação  de  Nova  York,  c  das  varias  agencias  estabelecidas 
nos  Estallos  I  nidos,  ía/tr  saber  aos  coinnierciantes  e  fabricantes 
de  cada  paiz  as  opportunidades  para  a  troca  de  productos,  c  para 
iàcilital-a  nào  ha  nada  tào  etiectivo  como  o  desenvolvimento  das 
Ciudades  de  transporte.  As  estradas  de  térro  não  servem  somente 
para  levar  os  productos,  mas  também  para  espalhar  iníbrmaçOes 
commerciaes  por  toda  a  parte.  Educam  ao  mesmo  tempo  que 
enriquecem.  Por  meio  das  estradas  de  ferro,  os  mercados  assim 
como  os  povos  põcm-sc  em  contacto  mais  estreito.  Pode-se  dizer 
o  mesmo,  em  maior  ou  menor  escala,  das  linhas  de  vapores.  O 
Mexico  já  tem  mais  que  7,000  milhas  de  estradas  de  ferro,  con- 
struidas dtMirro  dos  últimos  trinta  annos.  O  seu  progresso  tem 
sido  maravilhoso  e  contininirá  aimla  com  rapide'/,  a  medida  que 
se  obtenham  os  beneficios  resultantes  destas  estradas  de  Ierro. 
Hoje  pode-se  ir  de  Nova  York  á  cidade  de  Mexico  por  tres  linhas 
de  estradas  de  ferro  e  atravessar  todas  as  partes  daquelle  paiz; 
amanha  não  existirá  um  ponto  na  Republica  donde  não  se  possa 
ouvir  o  silvo  da  locomotiva.  Aproveitar-se  das  vantagens  que 
se  apresentam  para  estabelecer  relações  commerciaes  mais  estreitas 
entre  os  dous  paizes  é  um  dever  tão  obvio  que  parece  que  ê 
somente  necessário  chamar  para  elle  a  attcnção  dos  commerciantes 
das  duas  Re[)ublicas.  O  grande  valle  do  Mississippi,  sobretudo, 
deveria  encontrar  nisto  sua  c  have  de  ouro  que  lhe  abrirá  as  portas 
do  commercio.    As  possibilidades  que  oíferece  o  continente, 
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induzem  a  seus  habitantes  a  consagrarem-se  a  um  commcrcio  por 
tanto  tempo  desconhecido  ou  descuidado. 

St  as  emprczas  de'  transporte  estiverem  auxiliadas  por  um 
systema  judicioso  de  reciprocidade,  não  haverá  limites  ao  desen- 
volvimento de  um  trafico  mutuo  e  lucrativo,  estimulado,  como  se 
verá.  pela  estreiteza  de  relações  entre  os  povus  e  u  nu  IIidí  con- 
hccinitnro  que  os  uns  tenlo  dos  outros.  As  tarifas  dos  dous 
pai/es  iin[)òcm  direitos  sobre  os  productos  iie  cada  um,  o  qual 
oâerece  uma  base  para  concessões  vantajosas.  Os  bastados  Unidos 
podiam  com  vantagem,  na  minha  opinião,  remittir  ou  modificar  os 
direitos  sobre  os  couros,  tabaco,  metaes  e  frutas  do  Mexico,  com 
a  condição  de  que  este  paiz  diminua  os  direitos  impostos  sobre  as 
manu&cturas  que  aüi  não  se  pfoduzem,  e  não  é  possivel  duvidar 
que  dous  Governos  tão  amigos  e  tão  desejosos  de  augmentar  o 
commcrcio  entre  os  dous  paizes,  chegarão  prompto  a  um  arranjo 
que  seria  muito  approvacio  pelos  povos  ilos  dous  paizes.  O  hábil 
e  progressivo  Prcsicicnte  do  Mexico,  o  General  Porkirio  Diaz, 
tem  mostrado  frequcnttuicnte  um  espirito  muito  iiniip)  ¡>ara  com 
os  Estados  Unidos,  e  se  crê  que  está  muito  em  tavor  de  que  se 
estabeleça  alguma  classe  de  reciprocidade  commercial.  Pode-se 
assumir  que  a  administração  do  Presidente  McKim  ky  c  igual- 
mente interessada  em  remover  todos  os  obstáculos  ao  desenvolvi- 
mento do  commercio,  porque  se  annuncia  que  o  Presidente 
publicará  em  breve  uma  proclamação  concedendo  ás  mercadorias 
que  venham  aos  Estados  Unidos  em  navios  mexicanos,  a  mesma 
isençào  de  direitos  difFerenciaes  que  a  concedida  pelo  Mexico  a 
mercadorias  importadas  em  navios  dos  Estados  Unidos.  Como 
o  Mexico  jn  abrogou  seus  direitos  diHVreiíciaes  M)hrv  mercadorias 
importadas  cm  navios  de  vela,  e  nào  impõe  direitos  sobre  merca- 
dorias importadas  em  vapores^  a  resolução  do  Presidente  McKin- 
LEY  removerá  muito  prompto  sem  duvida  o  que  parece  agora 
como  um  obstáculo  ameaçador  do  commercio.  Si  o  mesmo 
espirito  se  estendesse  a  um  novo  ajuste  das  relações  aduaneiras 
entre  os  dous  paizes,  não  poderia  haver  difficuldade  seria  em 
chegar  a  um  accordo  permanente  que  augmentaría  a  troca  de 
productos  sobre  bases  equitativas  e  liberaes,  á  satisfação  geral. 

As  mesmas  considerações  sào  appl içáveis  aos  Estados  Centraes 
da  America.  Não  somente  está  au  Lamentando  constantemente  o 
trafico  com  os  Estados  Unidos  pelo  desenvolvimento  dos  trans- 
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portes,  mas  as  instancias  se  multiplicam  ultimamente  de  que  se 
apreciam  mais  as  grandes  vantagens  que  têm  de  resultar  de  manter 
relações  mais  estreitas  com  a  Republica  do  norte.  Acaba  de 
annunciar-se  que  uma  concessão  foi  feita  por  Honduras,  a  um 
syndicato  de  capitalistas  dos  Estados  Unidos  para  a  construcçào 
de  uma  estrada  dc  terro  interoceánic  a  ao  travez  deste  paiz  e  para 
o  estabeleciniento  de  uma  linha  de  vapores  na  costa  do  Atlântico 
da  America  Central.  O  Sr.  Paui.  \\  iesikf,  consul  tio*  l-stados 
Unidos  em  Managua,  communica  que  o  Presidente  ZtLAYv\  veria 
com  prazer  si  se  construisse  com  capital  americano,  uma  estrada 
de  íêrro  do  interior  de  Nicaragua  até  a  costa  do  Atlântico  e  que  ■ 
a  este  ñm  está  disposto  a  fazer  ûvoraveîs  concessões.  São  bem 
conhecidos  a  amizade  de  Costa  Rica  para  com  os  Estados  Unidos 
e  o  espirito  progressivo  daquella  Republica.  Nos  últimos  annos 
os  Estados  Unidos  têm  excedido  á  Grã  Bretanha  no  trafico  com 
Costa  Rica,  que  até  o  anno  de  1894  recebia  a  maior  parte  das 
suas  importatyòeò  dos  manufactureiros  britannicos.  Eni  toda  a 
parte  da  America  Central,  o  espirito  de  empreza,  a  industria  e  o 
capital  americanos  sào  excedendo  a  toda  concurrencia.  L  he<::ou 
o  momento  no  desenvolvimento  commercial,  táo  muito  tempo 
esperado,  em  que  se  deveriam  tomar  medidas  enérgicas  para 
remover  todos  os  obstáculos  que  se  encontram  no  seu  caminho. 
Não  é  um  objecto  de  simples  especulção,  mas  um  hcto  dizer  que 
os  Estados  Unidos  estão  no  começo  de  um  grande  desenvolvi- 
mento si  querem  aproveital-o. 

Nas  Antilhas,  com  a  única  excepção  de  Ci/ba,  as  condições  são 
ainda  mais  íavoravcis.  As  colonia^  britannicas  exportam  para  os 
Estados  Unidos  productos  no  valor  de  mais  de  $1 1,000,000  e 
importam  manuíacturas  e  artigos  alimenticios  no  valor  de  cerca  de 
$10,000,000.  Muitas  delias  sào  prácticamente  dependent(;s  dos 
Estados  Unidos  para  os  meios  de  subsistencia.  Pela  reciprocidade 
muitas  manufacturas  que  actualmente  ellas  compram  da  Europa 
poderiam  ser  importadas  dos  Estados  Unidos.  Os  transportes  por 
preços  baixos  augmentariam  muito  o  volume  do  commercio.  Du- 
rante os  últimos  dous  annos,  os  capitães  dos  Estados  Unidos 
foram  empregados  em  grande  escala  em  Santo  Domingo,  e  a 
extensão  de  suas  operações  á  vizinha  Republica  de  Haiti  é 
somente  uma  questão  de  tempo.  Pode-sc  esperar  que  as  forças 
económicas  resolverão  as  desordens  de  Cuba,  e  que  esta  ilha  tertil 
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será  posta  outra  vez  cm  estreitas  relações  com  os  Estados  Unidos. 
Quando  um  ou  outro  dos  partidos  tenha  esgotado  suas  forças  na 
luta,  chegai^se*ha  a  um  arranjo  da  questão,  ainda  que  os  Estados 
Unidos  não  conseguirão,  como  não  é  provável,  a  effectuar  um 
ajuste  no  interesse  de  humanidade  e  de  accordo  com  os  principios 
que  são  tão  caros  a  todo  verdadeiro  americano.    Ainda  sob  as 

ruacs  condições,  tem  se  dado  já  um  passo  relativo  ao  t-stal^elcci- 
niciito  da  reciprocidade.  Apezar  da  pouca  vontade  (|ue  com 
íretjuencia  tem  manifestado  o  Governo  hespanhol  em  tazer  con- 
cessoòes  aos  Estados  Unidos,  se  arinunciou  por  cabo  que  toi  feita 
uma  nova  tarifa  da  alfandega  para  Cuba,  que  reduz  os  direitos 
sobre  quasi  todas  as  mercadorias  importadas  dos  listados  Unidos. 

A  proximidade  dos  Estados  Unidos  ao  Mexico,  America 
Central  e  ás  Antilhas  suggeríria  naturalmente  este  grande  e  fértil 
campo  como  theatro  para  o  primeiro  grande  movimento  da  indus- 
tria e  do  commercio.  Procurei  demonstrar,  que,  com  esforços 
parciaes  c  espasmódicos,  já  se  têm  alcançado  resultados  que 
indu  ani  ate  donde  se  poderia  chegar  si  o  Governo  e  os  interesses 
conmicrciaes  dos  Estados  Unidos  cooperarüo  de  uma  maneira 
intclli^u-nte,  e  aproveitarão  em  toda  a  sua  extensão  das  vantagens 
naturaes  que  se  apresentam.  As  disposições  sobre  reciprocidade 
contidas  na  nova  tarifa  oiferecem  á  administração  do  Presidente 
McKiNLF.Y  os  meios  de  removeros  obstáculos  do  commercio,  que 
sem  duvida  serão  aproveitados  com  habilidade.  Os  fabricantes  e 
exportadores  dos  Estados  Unidos  tem  somente  de  augmentar  seus 
esforços  em  quanto  Se  refere  ao  trafico  com  os  paizes  de  que  aqui 
se  trata.  Já  occupam  uma  parte  deste  campo,  e  podem  fecil- 
mente  adiantar  suas  a\  aneadas  e  fazer  desta  re^iào  a  base  de  suas 
operações  afim  (1<*  receber  todo  o  conunercio  da  America  Latina. 
Para  obter  um  bom  êxito,  é  preciso  que  levar  á  empreza  o  mesmo 
espirito  de  liberalidade  e  tentativa  que  têm  servido  para  construir 
as  grandes  linhas  de  transportaçào  com  seus  ramaes  que  se  esten- 
dem para  todas  as  partes  da  União^  e  estudar  as  necessidades  de 
seus  freguezes  latino-americanos  com  o  mesmo  cuidado  com  que 
tem  estudado  as  de  seus  freguezes  dos  Estados  Unidos. 
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SITUAÇÃO  FINANCEIRA  NO  BRAZIL.— I 

Os  Estados  Unidos  do  Brazil  occupam,  entre  as'  Republicas 
do  mundo,  quanto  á  extenção  de  territorio  o  segundo  lugar,  e 

quanto  á  popuhiçào.  o  terceiro.  De  tac  to,  antes  da  acquisiçào  da 
Alaska,  que  addicionou  ^3 1,000  aiillias  quadradas  ás  2,970,000 
milhas  quadradas  que  compunham  a  area  dos  Estados  I  nidos  em 
l8^^8,  a  area  do  Brazil  com  as  suas  3,209,878  milhas  quadradas 
excedia  a  area  dos  Estados  Unidos  em  239,878  milhas  quadradas. 
A  area  do  Brazil  contem  229,910  milhas  quadradas  mais  do  que 
a  area  Europeia  das  sets  grandes  potencias  da  Europa — Russia^ 
Allemanha,  Austria-H ungria,  França,  Grã-Bretanha  e  I  talia.  Com 
sua  população  avaliada  em  75,000,000  os  Estados  Unidos  occu- 
pam o  primeiro  lugar,  a  França  .com  seus  38,517,975  vem  cm 
segundo  lugar  e  o  Brazil  com  16,500,000  em  terceiro. 

Com  unia  costa  no  Atlântico  de  4.000  milhas,  e  tendo  por 
limitrophes  todas  as  Republicas  Sul-.Vnicricanas  excepto  o  Chile, 
e  completando  a  sua  fronteira  ao  Norte  com  os  limites  das  Guyanas 
Ingleza,  Hollandeza,  e  Franceza;  servidos  por  ura  systema  tíuvial 
de  50,000  milhas  de  aguas  navegáveis,  de  que  são  principaes'  des- 
embocaduras o  Amazonas  e  o  Prata  ;  com  varios  climas,  terras 
baixas  e  planaltos,  apropriados  á  cultura  de  todos  os  productos  da 
terra;  providos  de  mineraes  de  toda  a  sorte, cobertos  de  immensas 
florestas  de  madeiras  valiosas;  [)roduzindo  já  sete  decimos  do  café 
do  mundo,  e  quatro  quintos  da  borracha,  os  Estados  Unidos  do 
Brazil  na  sua  condição  de  paiz  por  desenvolver,  aguardam  apenas 
c:ipir;il  e  itnmigraçào  para  repetirem  na  parte  meriiiiuaai  de  nosso 
continente  o  pro^res^o  magico  dos  Estailos  l" nidos  da  America. 

Ganhando  com  a  Corte  Fortugueza  em  1808  a  vantagem  de 
tornarem-se  centro  da  administração  do  Reino;  elevados  em  1S15 
á  dignidade  de  Reino  Unido  com  Portugal;  independentes  desde 
1822,  e  Republica  F'ederal  desde  1889,  com  uma  experiencia  de  tres 
quartos  de  século  de  Governo  Constitucional,  dos  quaes  67  annos 
do  padrão  constitucional  Inglez,  com  uma  corôa,  um  parlamento 
e  uma  administração  centralizada,  e  os  últimos  8  annos  do  padrão 
Norte  Americano  sob  o  rejçimen  presidencial;  devotados  por 
inclinação  nacional  á  cultura  da.^  artes  e  das  sciencias  e  com  uma 
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littcnitiini  propria  (jue  data  dos  tempos  coloniars,  e  conta  entre 
seus  fscri[")rores — pix-ras,  roniantisras,  historiadores,  philost)phos, 
naturalistas,  publicistas,  e  entre  seus  artistas — esculptores,  pintores, 
actores,  cornpositores  e  músicos,  os  Estados  Unidos  do  Brazil, 
tem  o  direito  de  se  considerarem  á  firente  da  civilização  latina  em 
nosso  continente. 

Semelhante  paiz  que  atravessa  neste  momento  uma  situação 
financeira  cheia  de  interesse,  prende  aattençào  de  todos  os  cultores 
da  sciencia  social,  e  é  nosso  proposito  appresentar  resumidamente 
aos  leitores  alfjuns  dados  para  o  conhecimento  de  sua  presente 
condiçáu  financeira,  suas  difficuldades  c  remedios  possiveis. 

L 

DIVIDA  PUBLICA. 

No  seu  relatório  annual  ao  Presidente  da  Republica,  na  abertura 

da  sessào  do  Congresso  deste  anno,  o  Sr.  Bernardino  dp  Campos, 
Ministro  da  l'a/ciicla  tlu  Brazil,  íornccc  os  seguintes  dados  acrrca 
da  divida  da  lvf[>ublica. 

No  fim  do  anno  dr  1896,  a  divida  externa  consolidada  do  Bra- 
zil subia  a  ;£35,26 1,700,  em  vez  de  /35,706.70o,  no  fim  do  anno 
de  1895.  Houve  uma  amortização,  durante  o  anno  passado,  de 
;^445,ooo,  por  meio  de  compras  de  títulos  na  praça  que  acarretou 
uma  despeza  de  19*538,  representando  cerca  de  71  por  cento 
do  valor  nominal  dos  bonds.  O  Governo  do  Brazil  tem  tanto 
mais  razão  para  continuar  activamente  na  amortização  de  sua 
dívida  externa  quanto  seus  titulos  se  acham  depreciados  c  realiza 
no  seu  resp^atc,  a  (| notação  actual,  considerável  beneficio. 
•  A  divida  externa  conipòe-se  das  seguintes  parcellas: 


Em jn estimo  dc  18S3  a  4Í  por  cento.  .. .  .,  ,  /í,  v:?'^,  400 

Em¡>rcstimo  de  1S"^.S  :i  4^  por  cento   5,  535.  3(X) 

Emprcstimu  dc  laSy  u  4  por  cento  '   iS,  756.  000 

Empréstimo  de  1895  a  5  por  cento   7,443,000 


Total   35.261,700 


É'preciso  accrescentar  a  esta  somma  o  empréstimo  a  5  por  cento 
da  Estrada  de  Ferro  dó  Oeste  de  Minas,  pelo  qual  o  Governo  é 
responsável  c  sobe  á  quantia  nominal  de  /J^,  536,^00.  Com  esta 
addiçào  a  divida  externa  sobe  a  um  total  de  ^38,798,000»  ou  a 
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taxa  de  cambio  de  27  dinheiros  por  mitréis  344,872  contos  em 
ouro. 

A  divida  interna  consolidada  subdivides  em  divida  em  ouro 
e  divida  em  papel-moeda. 

A  divida  interna  em  ouro  compões  das  seguintes  parcellas  : 

Contos 

Empréstimo  de  6  por  cento  de  i86S   ii.  jSa 

Kniprr'îtinio  dv  4  'í  pnr  rrntn  de  1879  ,  » . , ,   24,  679 

Empréstimo  de  4  por  cento  de  iSSy   iS,  350 

Apólices  de  4  por  cento  (renda  perpetua)  pagável  era  ouro   124.  6í;5 

Total,  contos   179,466 

A  divida  interna  em  papel-moeda  compões  das  seguintes 
parcellas: 

Contos, 

Apólices  de  4  por  cento  (renda  perpetua)   1I9 

Apólices  de  5  por  cento  (renda  perpetua)   364, 769 

Empréstimo  de  $  por  cento  de  1895   T04,  o'^? 

Total,  contos  469, 876 

Rrtiuzindose  esta  divida  cm  papel-moeda  a  ouro,  á  taxa  de 
cambio  de  9  dinheiros  por  milrcis,  acha-sc  como  resultado  1 56,585 
contos  em  ouro,  ou,  com  a  divida  interna  em  ouro,  336,051  con- 
tos em  ouro. 

Sommando  juntamente  as  duas  dividas  interna  e  externa  con* 
solidadas,  temos: 

Conto». 

Divida  externa  (j¿ 38, 798,000)   344,  872 

Divida  interna  336, 051 

Total  em  ouro,  contos.  ,  6âo,  923 

Ou  j¿76,ooo,ooo. 

A  esta  divida  consolidada  deve-se  addicionar  a  divida  fluctuante, 
que  se  compõe  das  seguintes  parcellas: 

Contos. 

Dividas  anteriores  a  1627  e  nào  inscriptas   136 

Apólices  do  Thesouro     5,  278 

Fundos  de  orphams   14, 419 

Depósitos  dc  ausentes,  elc   3. 676 

Dt  fin<;tio<:  de  caixas  F.conomicas   66,246 

Depósitos  de  Montepio   570 

Depósitos  públicos   6,  565 

Depósitos  diversos   177. 533 

Total,  contos...   274,415 

OU,  á  taxa  de  cambio  de  9  dinheiros  por  milréis  91,500  contos 
em  ouro,  equivalente  a  10,000,000. 
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i\(i(lic  iynada  ás  dividas  externa  e  interna  consolidadas,  a  divida 
fluctuante  eleva  o  total  da  divida  publica  do  Brazil  a  772423 
contos  em  ouro,  ou  ;¿86,ooo,ooo. 

Até  aqui  temos  appresentado  os  dados  da  divida  publica  pro- 
priamente dita,  mas  ainda  é  necessário  levar  em  conta  a  circulação 
fiduciaria  de  cuja  totalidade  a  Republica  assumiu  a  responsabi- 
lidade. 

No  fim  do  anno  de  1896  o  papel-moeda  do  Governo  em  circu- 
lação subia  a  ^71.641  contos,  que  reunidos  d  emissão  dos  bancos 
(340,714  contos),  cuja  responsabilidade  o  Governo  assumiu,  repre- 
senta uma  (  irculaçào  total  de  712,355  contos,  equivalente,  á  taxa 
de  caml)io  de  9  dinheiros  por  milréis,  a  237^.50  contos  em  ouro 
ou  /26,600,00o. 

£sta  circulação  fiduciaria  eleva  a  divida  a  1,009,873  contos  cm 
ouro  ou  /112,660,00o  ou  $547,527,600.  Com  uma  população 
de  16,500,000  a  divida      capita  é  de  $33.18. 

A  esta  divida  passiva  da  Republica  do  Brazil  deve-se  oppôr 
uma  divida  activa,  cujos  elementos  não  é  &cil  avaliar  em  algaris- 
mos em  sua  totalidade.  O  relatório  do  Ministro  da  Fazenda 
enumera  os  seguintes: 

Contos. 

Estradas  ik-  ferro  dn  IJni.lo.  cujo  arrendamento  se  projecta  c  cujo  valor  é  esti- 
mado no  relatório  du  1896  cm  mais  de    ^oo,  uoo 

Divida  da  Republica  do  Urtig^aay   23. 379 

Divida  da  K<.  i  ul  lir  .1  <lo  Paraguay  138 

Divida  cins  F^t  itin^  (i.i  íialii.i  e  de  Pernambuco  por  garantia  de  juros  pagos 

pelas  suas  estradas  de  ferro  j^l, 671. 568  ou   23,783 

Divida  do  Banco  da  Republica  180,000 

Depósitos  dc  garantias  dos  bancos  de  emissão   100^  000 

Total  cm  papel-moeda.  contos  826,  199 

Estas  poucas  parcel  las  já  representam  826,199  contos  em  papel- 
moeda  ou  275.399  contos  em  ouro,  isto  é,  mais  do  que  uma  quarta 
parte  da  divida  publica  do  paiz.  Outros  valores  do  dominio 
publico,  taes  como  terras,  edificios  nacionaes,  e  Unhas  telegraphicas 
as  quaes  todas  pertencem  ao  Governo,  bem  como  toda  outra  pro- 
priedade federal  não  são  aqui  mencionados. 
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COLOMBIA. 

r4*  Sapiilcnento  ao  N*90,  Maio  de  1897.! 

L— DECISÃO  DO  MIMSI  ERIO  EM  DATA  DE  6  DE  FEV  EREIRO 
DE  1897,  RECTIFICANDO  UMA  OMISSÃO  NO  TEXTO  DA  LEI 
N«  160,  DE  28  DE  DEZEMBRO  DE  1896. 

l"Dtario  oficial  K*.  10^7,  dcç  <k*  Hcvcrciru  tk-  li^v/-] 

Em  consequência  de  uma  omissño  no  texto  d.i  lei  N*  160,  dc  ;8  dc  Dc/embro 
de  1896,  publicada  no    Diario  Ofirtn!"  N"  102  33,  dc  Janeiro  dc  1897,*  a 

dita  lei  deveria  ser  concluida  do  modo  ;>cguinte: 

O  único  paragraphu  ao  Art.  4  deverá  ser  expressado  assim  : 
*'  Paraukapho. — As  estipula(,õcs  da  presente  lei  não  inodiíicarâo  o  regula- 
mento do  Ministerio  da  Fazenda,  em  data  de  6  de  Julho  de  1895,  relativo  ao 
regimen  applicavcl,  sob  a  tarifa,  á  importação  de  artigos  destinados  fi  empreza 
eléctrica  mencionada  no  dito  regulamento,  taes  artigos  sendo  isentos  da  taxa 
addicional  estabelecida  em  virtude  da  presente  lei." 

II.— CIRCULAR  DO  MINISTERIO  DA  FAZENDA  NO.  27829,  DE  27 
DE  FE\  EREIRO  DE  1897,  RELA  Fi  VA  A  API^LICAÇÃO  DA  LEI 
NO.  160,  DE  28  DE  DEZEMBRO  DE  1896. 

[Diario  ofifial  No.  1027.;,  de  27  de  Fevereiro  de  ií>97.] 

O  augmento  e  a  diminuição  dos  direitos  de  importação,  como  providos  nos 
artigos  I,  2,  3,  c  4,  da  lei  No.  160,  dc  1896,'  entrarão  em  vipor  no  dia  19  de 
Abril  dc  1^9;*,  coniormc  aos  artigos  205  da  Constituição  e  61,  (xz,  64,  e  65  da 
lei  No.  149  dc  i  888. 

O  referido  augmento  será  calculado  nus  direitos  estabclcciJus  pela  lei  No.  36 
de  i886,*  sem  considcrut  as  suas  modificações,  e  a  somma  assim  obtida  deverá 
ser  accrescentada  aos  direitos  que  actualmente  se  levantam  de  accordo  com  a 
dita  lei  No.  36  c  suas  modificações  subsequentes,  sujeita  ás  estipulações  do  artigo 
4  da  dita  lei  No.  160.  A  este  total  deve  ser  accrescentada  a  taxa  addicional  de 
25  por  cento,  estabelecida  em  virtude  do  artigo  t  da  lei  No.  88  de  1886,  e  do 
artigo  1  da  lei  No.  18$  de  1896. 

DESCOBRIMENTO  DE   DEPOSITOS  DE  CARVÃO  DE  HËORA. 

O  Sr.  C.  F.  Z.  Caracristi  nos  informa  do  descobrimento  de 
certos  depósitos  de  carvão  de  pedra  nos  arrebaldes  de  Cartagena. 

Fallando  destes  depósitos  elle  diz  : 

Os  tcrrcno■^  dc  car\'à()  dc  pcdrn  c-tão  situados  no  DcT^arMmenm  de  Bolivar, 
Republica  da  Colombia,  perto  do  Rio  dc  Sinu,  no  territorio  conhecido  com  o 

'  VejMc  y  ffipiilcmcnto  ao  Mo.  91X  *  Vcja-se  a  uriía  Ko.  90. 
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ntmiL"  tie  Savanas  e  cîtlo  distantes  da  bahia  de  Cispata  de  8  a  12  milhas.  As 
seguintes  ião  ai  UiiíuncuA  approxiniada^  das  cidades  adjacentes  :  Cartagena,  48 
milhas;  Barranquilla,  120  milhas;  Santa  Mana,  )68  milhas;  Colon,  240  milhas; 
Port  Límon,  410  milhas;  Jamaica,  480  milhas;  Nova  York,  1.  ^41»  milhas, 

O  Sr.  Caracristi  diz  que  us  terrenos  cie  carvilo  de  [)edra  com- 
prehendem  uma  area  de  215,000  geiras,  e  calcula  que  contenham 
300,000,000  toneladas  de  carvão  de  pedra.  Todo  este  territorio 
foi  concedido  sob  titulo  hespanhol,  aos  índios  de  San  Andres^ 
tribu  indigcfia  e  independente  de  não  mais  de  1 1,000  p>essoas. 
Estes  índios  são  pacíficos  e  industriosos,  sendo  sua  occupação 
principal  a  criação  de  gado.  Exportam-se  annualmente  7  5,000  a 
100,000  cabeças.  O  Sr.  Caracristi  tem  a  concessão  dos  ditos  ter-  . 
renos  tic  carvão  de  pedra  pelo  prazo  de  48  annos  a  favor  da  com- 
panhia de  (jue  elle  e  representante. 

C)  Consul  Smvthk,  fallando  deste  assumpto  dÍ7:  Recebi  uma 
amostra  deste  carváo  que  parece  de  boa  (jualidade.  Os  veios  têm 
de  1  a  10  pés  de  grossura.  As  camadas  compõe m-se  de  pedra 
areienta  de  ardósias  decompostas  e  ardósia  de  i  pollegada  a  1  pé 
de  grossura. 

O  Sr.  Caracristi  diz  que  o  custo  de  tirar  uma  tonelada  de  carvão 
de  pedra  será  o  seguinte  :  M  ineraçâo,  40  centavos  ;  manipulação, 
20  centavos;  transporte  para  o  mar,  60  centavos;  total,  $1.20. 

Encontra-se  também  o  carvão  na  costa  ao  sul  da  bahia  de  Ci»- 
pata.  Este  consiste  em  carvào  anthracite  e  betuminoso  de  boa 
qualidade.  Visto  que  este  deposito  é  muito  distante  dos  principaes 
portos  colombianos,  náo  se  acha  prudente  exploral-o  ao  presente. 


MEXICO. 

LEI  RELATIVA  AOS  MONUMENTOS  ARCHEOLOGICOS,  ETC. 

O  (  ioverno  do  Mexico  expediu  un:  decreto  executivo  para  O 
hm  de  proteger  e  preservar  os  monumentos  archeologicos  do  pai/ 
e  de  prohibir  a  exportação  das  anti <::u idades,  idolos  ou  manuscrip- 
tos  do  Mexico,  sem  autorisação  legal. 

No  decreto,  os  monumentos  archeologicos  são  definidos  como 
as  ruinas  de  cidades,  casas  grandes,  cavernas,  fortificações,  palacios, 
templos,  pyramides,  pedras  gravadas  ou  com  inscripções,  e  em 
geral  todos  os  edificios  que,  sob  quaesquer  circumstancias,  sejam 
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de  interesse  no  estudo  da  cívillsaçâo  e  da  historia  dos  antigos 
habitantes  do  Mexico. 

O  decreto  estipula  que  será  feito  um  mappa  completo  dos 
característicos  archeologicos  do  paiz.    A  destruição  ou  o  damno 

d  estes  monumentos  constituem  uma  oíitnsa  contra  a  lei  e  será 
punida  com  prisão  e  muleta. 

O  arti<;o  6  de  decreto  é  o  se<_m!nre:  As  antiguiclades,  manu- 
scriptos,  Ídolos,  amuletos  e  os  demais  objectos  ou  bens  do  Mexico 
que  sejam  de  interesse  no  estudo  da  civilisação  e  historia  dos 
aborigines  e  antigos  habitantes  da  America  e  especialmente  do 
Mexico,  não  podem  ser  exportados  sem  autorísação  legal 


NICARAGUA. 

LISTA   DE    MINAS,  SEU    VALOR    K    sm  A^ÀO. 

N'um  officio  dirigido  ao  Ministerio  de  Estado,  cm  data  de  lo 
de  Maio,  o  Sr.  Paul  Wiesike,  Consul  dos  Estados  Unidos  em 
Managua,  indue  a  seguinte  lista  das  minas  de  Nicaragua: 

Por  um  decreto  executivo  recente  todos  os  materiaes  necessários 
para  os  ñns  mineiros  são  admittîdos  livres  de  direito. 

Minas  de  \uaragtta. 


situação  c  endereço. 


San  Luiz,  D  c  pa  r  t  aiu  en  t  o 

Léon. 
San  José  de  Anilali. 
Somato.  Nueva  Segovia. 
J  i  raro,  N  ueva  Segovia. 

Do. 

Do. 

no. 

(.«taa.tda. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Libenad. 

Departamento  Chontales. 

Do. 
D'o. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
r)o. 
Do. 


Miiuis  e  douos. 


Valor  das 
minas. 


Valor  total 
da  uropric- 
oaile. 


San  Francisco  Mining  Syndicate'  $750,965 


Felber,  Frederico  

Calderon,  Erasmo  ( 

t'orii ¡'.ttilii.i  .MiiiLiia  San  ^uan...' 
Companhia  M  incria  Del  Oolío. . . 
Ganero,  Rodolfo  

Ranrlalc*;,  R.imóti  

Aveiidaño,  Dolores  

Etienne  &  Wells  

Edo»  Fcullebais  &  Compa  

Gomales,  Augustin  

Guerrero,  Benício  

Chambers,  J.  C,  depusUu  de  J. 
Rogers. 

Johns,  Frank  

Jiníentü,  Rubaiio  

Jargucsson,  H  

Kauffmann,  Frederico  

Testamentaria  de  Miguel  Lotz. . . 
Meynard,  Einiíio  . 
Carhiarutti,  Pietro 

Vyver,  F  

Whitford.  Manuel 


•  »  m  m  *  *  * 
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5,  oou 
30,000 
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3,000 

5,  o  XJ 

50,  000 
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1, 500 

8,  000 
3,500 
18, 000 

2  5 ,  0<  X) 

lu,  íam 
9,600 
1,000 


SS.  500 
29. 500 
5.730 

24.  v-i 

6,  lou 
41,  7<x) 
9.  Hoo 
7.41S 
23.  075 
55.710 
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140 
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PERU. 

A  seguinte  infonnação  relativa  ás  condições  commerciaes  e 
industríaes  do  Peru,  é  extrahida  d'um  relatório  geral  sobre  este 

paiz  para  i8c)6,  submettido  ao  Ministerio  dos  Negocios  Estran- 
geiros dd  Inglaterra  pelo  Consul  Alkrkd  St.  John  ; 

IMPORTAÇÕES. 


Valor. 

1891. 

6.  289, 386 
2.  865,  760 
2,  497,  000 
1,  576,  587 

445.  ('^4 
440.  880 

468,  971 

53').  273 

*/-•  7v'J 
109,  612 

49»  801 

3,171 
3$o»6oo 

1893. 

1894. 

.Sf>/«. 

5. 893, 204 
2, 642, 484 
2, 383.000 

h  389. 398 
1, 134. 905 

413,  232 

443. 1^- 
6S7, 

447.  677 
86.  476 
89.  508 
143. 39* 
848,45» 
I.  7" 
8u3 
396^381 

Soles. 

4.  350.  972 

1.957.  938 
1.470.450 

1,033.  356 
837.  562 
293,  691 
483,  S20 
489.  485 
326, 322 

54. 369 
54. 387 
108,  774 

317.  548 

4.  "5. 2Î3 

1,  800,  X05 
1.479,  820 
1,  U28,  803 
803, 106 

298. 352 

485. 139 

4".  52a 
30S.649 
57.613 

61.  728 

92.  592 
I03,  8S0 

94,900 
3.096 
601,1x9 

6,  526 
50.049 

Total  

17. 001. 339 

16,323,05s  11,735,269 

".743.636 

Expor  ia  <,òej. 

Talor. 

1893. 

So/es. 

5.  8»».  973 
S.  907, 090 

I.  III. 454 

706,  340 

534. 235 
813,  979 
686,  400 
278.016 
269,415 
3.663 
«6^474 
340 
1.315 
1,206,454 

10,  òoi,  3f)ò 
8,  551.000 

I,  232.  7'  ? 

1.  53'-».  5  7v 
580,  441) 

502.  274 
257,  2S0 
1,029.  284 
303,  71Ù 
55,630 
272 
23,  646 

SoUs. 
9,425.  900 
3.  402,  549 

!,  02S.  280 
1,  371,040 
531.278 

514. 140 

250.  070 

<;ó-í,  314 

335.  ^2f> 
47.986 

171 

6.  6Ò0,  000 

3.  537.930 
76S.  ooo 
840.  000 
372.  600 
360,000 
12a  000 

I,  014,  (joo 

369,09a 
33.606 



Rt'i'ublica  Argentina  

1. 286, 879 

I,  269,  281 

683,400 

16, 6s7, 148 

19,969,127 

19.064,645 

14. 758. 635 
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Agora  se  importam  os  instrumentos  de  íiirar  e  ferramentas  de 
carpinteiro  dos  Estados  Unidos  em  maior  escala  do  que  no  pasp 
sado.  Os  commerciantes  do  Peru  preferem  receber  estes  artigos 
dos  Estados  Unidos  por  causa  do  seu  aperfeiçoamento,  barateza  e 

nK)do  dt  cmjnicotar.  Os  arados  dt^  niào  se  importam  também  dos 
Estados  L' nidos,  porcjuc  parece  c|ue  o  fabricante  inglez,  ou  nào 
pode  OQ  nào  quer  tal^ricar  a  classe  de  arados  que  se  prm-ura  neste 
paiz.  As  tolhas  de  aço  de  qualidade  inferior,  mas  que  servem  o 
ñm  a  que  se  destinam,  agora  se  importam  dos  Estados  Unidos  por 
um  preço  menor  do  que  se  paga  pelas  tolhas  de  térro  provenientes 
da  Inglaterra.  As  fechaduras  de  porta  são  artigos  importantes 
mas  dizem  que  as  fechaduras  inglezas  exportadas  para  este  paiz 
são  de  feitio  antiquado  e  mais  caras  do  que  as  fechaduras  ameri- 
canas, alleroães  e  firancezas  do  mesmo  padrão.  A  fechadura  ameri- 
cana parece  bem  aperfeiçoada,  ou  pelo  menos,  bem  envernizada, 
emquanto  que  u  artigo  inglcz  parece  muito  mal. 

Já  se  mencionou  que  o  modo  de  empacotar  é  cousa  muito 
importante.  Nào  se  pode  duvidar  que  as  ferramentas  e  ferragens 
importadas  dos  Estados  Unidos  e  da  Allemanha  pelo  Peru  são 
empacotadas  de  melhor  modo  que  os  artigos  inglezes.  Parece 
fácil  de  cuidar  de  taes  particularidades  insignificantes,  si  é  ver- 
dade que  o  bom  êxito  ou  a  perda  de  negocios^  muitas  vezes 
depende  de  circumstancias  inconsideraveis. 

Agora  raras  vezes  se  importam  as  cervejas  tnglezas,  porque  são 
fortes  demais  e  custam  muito  mais  do  que  as  cervejas  da  Alle- 
manha t:  iia  Noruega,  (jue  sào  muito  procuradas  no  Peru.  Impor- 
tava-se  ha  trinta  annos  grande  quantidade  de  cerveja  ingleza  de 
Bass,  Alsops  e  Tennanr,  e  nào  se  im[)ortavam  as  cervejas  da  Alle- 
manha. Agora  dá-se  o  contrario.  Importam-se  as  cervejas  ingle- 
zas em  pouca  quantidade.  Importa-se  a  cerveja  preta  ingleza  de 
Dublin  e  de  Londres,  mas  as  ordens  são  insignificantes.  De 
certo  é  de  admirar  que  os  cervejeiros  britanntcos  não  possam 
âbricar  a  qualidade  de  cerveja  que  se  exige  na  America  do 
Sul  pelos  que  não  se  oppõem  a  pagar  alto  preço  pela  cerveja 
estrangeira. 

Pode  ser  util,  talvez,  dizer  que  todas  as  machinas  que  se  impor- 
tarem para  fins  agricolas  ou  mineiros  ou  para  fabricas,  fundições 
e  industrias  semeDiantes  >ao  livres  de  direito.  Seria  mais  exacto 
dizer  que  todas  as  machinas  são  livres  do  que  os  machinismos, 
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porque  a  expressão  na  tarifa  c  Maquinas**  e  nao  Maquinaría;"* 
e  para  ficarem  exemptas  de  direito  devem  ser  importadas  por 
inteiro  (mas  não  necessariamente  com  as  partes  juntas  uma  a 
outra)  porque,  quando  se  exportarem  separadas  as  partes  de 
machinas,  ficam  sujeitas  a  direitos  de  importação. 

ASSUCAR. 

O  a.òuciir  c  o  producto  princ  ipal  do  Peru,  mas  a  producçào 
iiào  t(.in  tanta  importancia  como  no  passado.  O  periotio  mais 
prospero  íoi  1873  a  1878,  quando  a  producção  annual  toi  de 
cerca  de  100,000  tpneladas,  no  valor  de  mais  de  ;¿'2,ooo,ooo.  A 
canna  de  assucar  é  cultivada  na  costa  do  Peru  desde  a  latitude  S'' 
á  latitude  18^.  £m  quasi  todos  os  valles  dentro  dessa  zona  se 
encontram  os  terrenos  de  canna.  Segundo  boa  autoridade,  a 
producção  total  das  ^bricas  de  assucar  em  1894.  ùn  a  seguinte: 


1 

Ou.lllti- 

dadc. 

Quanti- 
dade. 

1 

1    Fabrica  de— - 

Tomtladas. 
300 

ro,  000 
22.  750 
4.  200 
31. 000 

Fabrica  de — 

Tontiadas. 

«,700 
1.400  1 

aso  1 

Toial  

72, 600 

A  superfície  real  cultivada  é  calculada  em  cerca  de  90,000 
geiras,  mas  si  forem  considerados  os  campos  e  as  outras  terras  per- 
tencentes ás  fazendas,  calcula-se  que  a  area  total  dedicada  á  indus- 
tria de  assucar  é  duas  vezes  maior.  Ha  62  ^bricas  de  assucar  e 
21  fabricas  de  concreta  e  de  chancaca.  Foram  organisadas  diffe» 
rentes  companhias  estrangeiras  de  assucar.  Essas  companhias  não 
são  consideradas  com  fevor,  porque  absorvem  uma  industria  que 
M  [ni'-sado  toi  governada  quasi  exclusivamente  pelos  Peruanos, 
mas,  é  tacto,  que  muirás  plantações  íoram  salvas  dc  ruina  ctnnpleta 
por  serem  emprchK  iulidas  por  essas  companhias.  As  mais  impor- 
tantes SÜO  as  chamadas  Cartavio,  no  valle  de  Chicaina,  perto  de 
Trujillo,  e  a  companhia  peruana  de  íàzendas  de  assucar,  ambas 
registradas  em  Londres;  a  casa  Grande,  uma  companhia  allemã, 
e  Roma,  uma  empreza  italiana,  que  estão  situadas  também  no 
valle  de  Chicama.  Calcula-se  em  cerca  de  ;^3,500,ooo  o  capital . 
total  em[)regado  na  industria  de  assucar,  incluindo-se  as  terras,  as 
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machinas  e  o  capital  que  actualmente  se  usa.  Dîz-se  que  o  numero 
de  todos  os  empregados  dessa  industria  é  de  24^000.  Na  região 
central  do  Peru  a  canna  de  assucar  é  cultivada  em  alguns  dos  valles 

fundos  e  quentes,  mas  liniita-se  a  protlucçào  as  exigencias  do  mer- 
cado local,  que  são  necessariamente  pequenas.  No  interior  os 
preços  variam  muito.  Na  costa,  um  quintal  de  assucar  vale 
somente  10  xelins  mas  em  Huanuco  vende-se  um  quintal  por 
em  Ayacucho  por  ¿%  e  em  Cuzco  por  j¿2-io,  A  area  cul- 
tivada é  pequena;  os  trabalhadores  são  os  indios  prediaes,  que  são 
pagos  em  cacáo  e  em  bebidas  espirituosas.  Os  trabalhadores  livres 
recebem  cerca  de  40  centavos  por  dia. 

O  total  da  producção  annual  da  região  se  calcula  em  cerca  de 
1,750  toneladas,  de  que  muito  se  usa  na  distillação  de  bebidas 
espirituosas  cruas. 

Na  região  tropical  ou  a  léste  se  acham  pequenos  terrenos  de 
canna  de  assuear  em  muitas  j)artes  destes  grandes  territorios,  mas 
por  causa  da  população  espalhada  que  mora  ali  i  e  a  impossibili- 
dade de  encontrar  mercado  para  o  producto,  a  producçào  é 
insigniñcante.  Caicuia-se  em  cerca  de  360  toneladas.  Por  con- 
seguinte, a  producção  total  do  Peru  pode  ser  dada  do  modo 
seguinte: 


Região  da  costa 
Região  central . . 
Rqg;íflo  tropical. 

Total.... 


Qmnti- 
dade. 


72,  6fJo 

I,  730 
3fx) 


74*690 


Segundo  um  relatório  recebido  do  Sr.  Dalamau,  vice-consul 
interino  inglez  em  Salaverry,  parece  que  a  producçûo  cm 
1895  dos  conhecidos  valles  de  Chicama  e  Santa  Catalina,  íbi  a 
^guinte  : 


ArtigM. 

Quanti- 
dade. 

Toneladas, 

27.  034 
1,532 

Boll.  No.  4  9 
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O  Sr.  D  ALAM  AU  calculou  a  producção  para  1896  em: 


Çjiianti- 
dadc. 

Tmtladas. 

30,  ooo 
2, 000  1 

_  .    .  1 

Nccessitam-se  tres  condições  para  melhorar  a  industria  de 
assucar  do  Peru:  as  machinas  mais  aperfeiçoadas,  e  por  conse- 
guinte um  maior  capital,  osmethodos  mais  scientificos  e  um  maior 
numero  de  trabalhadores.  Os  trabalhadores  chinezes  e  negros 
estão  gradualmente  se  extinguindo,  e  é  difficil  substituit-os 
porque  os  habitantes  do  interior  nào  querem  trabalhar  na  costLL, 
onde  muitas  vezes  tornam-se  tisicos.  A  questào  do  trabalho  é 
o  mais  importante  de  todos  os  problemas  que  tem  de  ser  resol- 
vidos. 

MINERAÇÃO. 

Ha  na  lista  official  3,479  estabelecimentos  mineiros,  incluin- 
dü-bc  os  uietaes  de  todas  as  classes  (  principalnicntr  a  prata) 
e  o  petróleo,  mas  todus  estes  uào  istào  sendo  trabalhaiios.  Cada 
estabelecimento  paga  uma  taxa  por  semestre  de  1  ç  soles.  A 
renda  desi^a  taxa  se  entrega  á  Escola  de  Minas  de  Lima.  Com  a 
excepção  de  barras  de  ouro  c  de  prata,  os  metaes  assim  como  as 
moedas  são  exemptos  de  direitos  de  exportação.  O  valor  total 
dos  mineraes  exportados  pelo  Peru,  é  de  cerca  de  7,000^000  soles 
por  anno,  que  é  quasi  duas  vezes  mais  do  que  foi  ha  cinco  annos. 
Uma  grande  parte  deste  augmento  c  devida  á  introducção  do 
systema  chamado  •'lixiviação." 

Uma  Socicdadf  Xacioiuil  de  minas  íoi  organisada  ha  pouco  cm 
Lima  para  representar  e  promover  seus  interesses  mineiros.  Tendo 
um  caracter  .semi-official,  semelhante  ao  (^uc  uma  camará  de  coni- 
mercio  possue,  será  um  meio  util  para  a  discussão  com  o  governo 
de  reclamações  e  de  outros  assumptos  semelhantes  de  interesse 
mineiro. 

OURO. 

Os  depósitos  auriíeros  do  Peru  sào  em  toda  probabilidade  de 
grande  importancia,  mas  a  industria  de  ouro  tem  sido  muito  des- 
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cuidada  no  passado.  Algiins  dos  districtos  onde  se  encontram  as 
mais  ricas  jazidas  ou  alluviões  de  ouro  são  de  accesso  muito  di^ 
íicets.  Na  região  amazónica  encontra-se  o  ouro  em  muitos  lugares 
bem  conhecidos»  mas  o  clima,  a  ^ta  de  trabalhadores,  e  de  amizade 
dos  indios,  são  alguns  dos  princípaes  obstáculos  que  se  encontram. 

No  relatório  do  Sir  Charles  E.  Mavspieid,  publicado  no  anno 
de  1890,  na  serie  miscellanea  (No.  167),  iioram-sc  os  principaes 
depósitos  auríferos  do  Peru.  Este  officio  interessante  que  foi  com- 
pilado de  fontes  muito  dignas  de  confiança,  contem  quasi  todas  as 
informações  que  se  podem  obter  sobre  este  importante  assumpto. 

A  informação  dada  em  seguida  é  o  resumo  de  um  officio  escrito 
com  o  ñm  de  ser  inserido  neste  relatório  pelo  Sr.  £.  J.  Prew, 
engenheiro  inglez,  que  acaba  de  voltar  de  Carabaya.  A  sua  des» 
cripção,  sem  duvida,  contem  a  informação  mais  recente  e  mais 
exacta  que  se  pode  obter  sobre  este  assumpto  : 

Pode  ser  util  fazer  alcumiis  observa*, úcà  sobre  este  .i^sumjno  como  prefacio, 
por  indicar  as  vias  pelas  <^uaes  pode-sc  chegar  aos  disirictos  dc  ouro. 
Na  seguinte  relação  de  di$taiicia$  se  pode  confiar  como  muito  exacta: 


Lugares. 


Por  vias-íerreas: 

Moliendo-Arequipa 

Arequipa-juii.ica  

juliaca-banu  Rosa  

A  Cavallo: 

Santa  Rosa-Nudoa  

Nuñua-Palca  

Palca-Macusanl  

Aiacusani-Coaza  

Coaza-Saco  

A  pé: 

Saco-Sachapata   

Sachapala-TamlH)  Pata.,.., 
Tambo  Pata-Tumbo  Pampa 

Tambo  Pampa-Cuquíni  

Coquinl-Rio  de  Inambari . . 


Do  Rio  de  Inambari  pode  chegar-sc  a  qualquer  ponto  do  distiicto  de  Carabaya. 
O  trafego  deste  ponto  é  feito  também  a  pé.  Dá-se  acima  o  tempo  exigido  para 
a  viagem»  mas  raras  vezes  quererá  uma  pessoa  fazer  toda  a  viagem  sem  passar 
alguns  dias  em  algumas  das  principaes  estaçSes  ;  porém,  é  absolutamente  neces- 
sário assim  fazer  para  obter  carregadores  indios  e  guias  afim  de  levarem  as  mer- 
cadorias e  outras  cousas  necessárias  destes  lugares,  porque  é  impossível  adquirir 
essas  cousas  no  interior.  Em  geral,  os  caminhos  não  são  máos  até  chegar  a 
Soco»  ainda  que  em  certos  lugares  estio  longe  de  ser  bons.    A  elevação  varia 
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dç  4,;^ 36  metros  cm  Macusani  a  5,783  metros  em  Coaza,  e  Saco  tem  quasi  a 
mesma  elevação  que  Coaza. 

O  clima  é  muito  bom,  as  chuvas  são  abundantes,  mas  aqui  não  sc  ciumuram 
as  lebras,  ainda  tjuc  é  realmente  um  clima  trupical.  A  temperatura  varia  de 
70°  Fahr.  á  noite  a  90 Fahr.  na  sombra  durante  o  dia,  e  130''  F'ahr.  ao  sol. 
Isto  é  a  média,  ma*  certamente  hft  excepções  quando  hz  mais  firio  e  mais  calor. 

Quasi  todas  as  classes  de  madeira  crescem,  taes  como  páu  ferro»  nogueira, 
mogno,  e  varias  classes  de  pius  brandos,  mas  por  causa  de  falta  de  machinas  de 
serrar,  tem  penco  valor  como  pranchas,  ainda  que  nos  casos  de  necessidade  estas 
s9o  serradas  á  mio,  mas  servem  admiravelmente  para  columnas  de  minas  e  postes 
e  esteios  de  casas.  Quaú  codas  estas  são  simples  cabanas  sem  soalho  e  ordi- 
nariamente  são  em  forma  pyramidal  com  esteios  de  postes  ou  palmeiras.  Raras 
vcTies  as  frentes  ou  ladoí  são  cuhcrtos,  mas  fa7em-sc  bons  telhados  de  folhas  de 
palmeira  para  euardar-sc  das  chuvas.  K  surprehcndente,  entretanto,  quão  com- 
modas  podem  ser  feitas  essas  cabanas.  As  outras  casas  são  construidas  acima  do 
chfio  e  sobre  postes,  mas  estas  pertencem  urainar;amente  í  gente  de  meios  ou 
aos  donos  de  minas. 

Pode-se  dizer  que  a  vida  animal  é  rara,  posto  que  se  possa  mais  ouvil-a  que 
vel^a  na  densa  floresta;  dos  pássaros  o  mais  abundante  é  o  papagùo  que  se  vê 
de  todas  as  eôres  e  matizes  e  dos  animaes  o  mais  commum  á  o  macaco.  Nos 
caminhos  da  montanha  que  conduzem  a  Inambari  encontram-se  a  vicunha,  alpaca, 
gamo,  biscacho,  perdiz,  pato,  etc. 

Os  indígenas  chamados  '*Chunchos"  raras  vezes  se  encontram.  São  perfei- 
tamente barbaros  e  em  muitos  casos,  os  viajantes  têm  sido  surprehendidos  e 
mortos  por  elles;  suas  armas  são  arcos  e  frechas  feitos  de  páu  ferro.  É  de 
presumir  que,  quando  a  civilisação  entrar  nestas  regiões,  os  Chanchos  ou  Índios 
reiirar-se-hão  mais  para  o  interior. 

PETROLEO. 

A  industria  de  petróleo  no  norte, do  Peru  originou-se  ha  trinta 
•  annos,  tendo  sido  descuberto  o  oleo  ao  iazerem-se  excavaçOes  paia 
agua  na  fazenda  de  Mancora,  situada  perto  de  Payta.  Desde  este 
período  seis  différentes  emprezas  foiam  organisadas,  mas  até  agora 
sem  resultados  satisñictortos.  Duas  fábricas  de  kerosene  existem 
nesta  costa;  o  kerosene  fornece  uma  luz  escura,  produz  fumaça  e 
não  pode  ser  comparado  com  o  kcrost^nc  Americano,  que  sc  vende 
pelo  preço  de  8  a  9  soles  por  caixa,  emquanto  deve-se  vender 
aquelle  pelo  {)reiyode  2  soles  e  centavos  a  3  soles  por  caixa  de 
10  galões,  e  serve  somente  para  a  iliuminaçào  de  ruas.  As  varias 
emprezas  tem  gasto  de  ;¿4,ocx>,ooo  a  ^5,000,000,  sem  receber  em 
caso  algum  rendimento  proporcional.  Centenas  de  poços  íbram 
abertos,  com  o  resultado  que  alguns  corriam  espontaneamente  e 
outros  por  meio  de  bombas,  encontrando-se  o  oleo  na  profundidade 


Digiii^LO  by  ooogle 


BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS, 


645 


de  250  a  600  pést  mas  todos  ficavam  esgotados  depois  de  durarem 
pouco  tempo.  As  pessoas  competentes  dos  Estados  Unidos 
examinaram  cuidadosamente  o  terreno  situado  ao  norte  e  ao  sul 

de  Payta,  e  deram  como  sua  opiniào,  que  apczar  de  muitas  indi- 
cações favoraN  cis,  (|ue  a  superficie  mostra  em  todo  o  districto, não 
c  provável  achar-se  oleo  cm  grande  quantidade. 

BORRACHA. 

A  borracha  é  o  producto  principal  que  se  exporta  da  região 
amazónica  do  Peru.  Segundo  as  estatísticas  publicadas  aqui  por 
um  jornal  financeiro^  a  quantidade  exportada  em  1894  foi  de  1,294 
toneladas  no  valor  de     179,437,  mas  segundo  o  relatório  do  Sr. 

RuiND  sobre  .i  producçào,  comiiicrcio  c  finanças  dos  Estados  do 
Amazonas  e  Pará  para  189Ç,  a  quantidade  da  borracha  exportada 
do  Peru  pelo  Pará  durante  este  anno  toi  de  somente  783  toneladas, 
no  valor  de  cerca  de  ^145,000.  Sem  duvida,  o  relatório  do  Sr. 
Rhind  é  correcto.  Parece  que  houve  recentemente  uma  grande 
diminuição  na  exportação  deste  producto,  porque  em  1890  umas 
1,163  toneladas  £>ram  exportadas  por  via  do  Pará. 

ALGODÃO. 

O  Sr.  Vice-Consul  Blacker  laz  o  seguinte  relatório: 

A  cultura  de  algodão  no  districto  de  .Piura  está  inteiramente  dependente  das 

inundações  dos  rios  dc  Chira  c  Piura,  fjue  irrigam  cm  pequena  escala  como  fazia 
o  rio  de  Nilo  no  Ëgypto  antes  que  o  curso  de  suas  aguas  fosse  regulado  por 
medidas  artiñciaes. 

As  inundações  dc  importanciü  tcin  lugar  em  períodos  dc  6  ã  S  annoã,  quando 
cada  nesga  de  terra  aproveitável  é  plantada  por  seu  proprietário  com  algodão  c 
logo  que  as  plantas  (ornam  tzXz,  estas  procuram  a  humidade  produzida  pela  inun- 
dação, que  retirasse  gradualmente  da  superficie  a  uma  profundidade  dc  i  z  ou 
1 5  pés,  até  encontrarem  a  humidade  produzida  pelas  aguas  filtradas  do  lio  quan- 
do ao  seu  nivel  natural.  As  plantas  produzem  duas  colhdtas  por  anno,  em 
Junho  e  em  Dezembro,  e  continuam  a  produzir  duas  colheitas  até  outra  inundaçSo 
occorrcr,  quando  são  cortadas  c  novas  plantadas  no  seu  lugar, 

O  algodão  dc  Piura  é  de  fio  comprido  e  grosso  comparado  com  o  algodão 
americano,  que  c  de  fio  li^o  e  curto,  e  se  usa  na  Inglaterra  c  nos  Estados  Unidos 
para  misturar  com  as  íazciiJas  de  lã,  e  geralmente  se  vende  por  preço  que  é 
duas  vc/c$  mais  do  que  o  prcco  por  que  se  vende  o  algodão  americano.  A 
cultura  dc  algodão  por  meio  de  irrigação  artificial,  íoi  experimentada  e  teve 
mio  êxito,  por  causa,  em  grande  parte,  da  falta  de  segurança  das  margens  do 
rio,  que  sSo  sujdtas  a  serem  destruidas  e  a  corrente  do  rio  a  ser  mudada  conside- 
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ravelinente  no  espaço  de  24  hora^.  Varias  empresas  foram  infelizes  por  causa 
destas  circumstancias.    O  fundo  do  rio  é  arenoso  ;  o  solo  superficial  cm  geral 

nSo  é  denso,  e  por  conseguinte,  fica  saturado  facilmente  pela?  inundações  e  é 
arrastado  pelo  rio,  deixando  uma  margem  cstcril.  O  algodão  exportado  do 
Peru  em  1895      calculado  cm  4>500  toneladas,  no  valor  de  ^1 18,000. 

CAFÉ. 

A  producção  do  caie  vai  augmentando,  e.  promette  ser  um  dos 
príncipaes  artigos  do  Peru.  O  districto  que  produz  o  cafe  em 
grande  escala  compõe-se  dos  valles  de  Chanchamayo^  Perené, 
Paucarbambo  e  Rio  Colorado»  todos  sendo  em  communicaçao  por 

caminhos  com  a  aldea  de  La  Merced,  a  habitação  mais  oriental 
nesta  parte  do  Peru.  A  baix:i  no  valor  deste  producto  durante  o 
anno  de  i8(/^  causou  naturalmente  muitos  temores  entre  os  pro- 
ductores; porem,  este  temor  nào  parece  ser  bem  baseado,  porque, 
sendo  de  qualidade  superior  o  café  que  produzem,  uma  alta  de 
preços  pode  occorrer  em  qualquer  momento.  As  diiiiculdades 
principaes  são  os  meios  de  transporte  e  trabalho,  ambos  os  quaes 
são  sem  duvida,  graves  impedimentos. 

Durante  o  aimo  de  1895,  ^  ^'^^^  exportado  do  Peru  foi 

de  cerca  de  1,066  toneladas.  As  exportações  dos  dtstrictos  de 
Huanuco  e  Chanchamayo  em  1896  montaram  a  704  toneladas. 
A  producçào  durante  o  anno  de  1896  deve  ter  sido  igual,  pelo 
menos,  á  de  1865,  mas  ainda  nào  se  sabe  quanta-  runehidas  loram 
exportadas  de  Pacasmayo,  Pisco  e  Saiaverry  durante  o  anno 
passado. 

COMMERCIO  DE  LÃ. 

Um  jornal  peruano  publicou  estatisticas  para  mostrar  que  o 
conimercio  de  là  íoi  diminuindo,  e  pediu  ao  governo  que  investí- 
gar-se  a  causa  dessa  baixa,  num  dos  mais  importantes  ramos  da  pro- 
ducção nacional.  Tem-se  tomado  muito  trabalho  em  achar  dados 
de  tbntes  particulares  para  saber  si  havia  motivo  para  tal  asserto, 
mas  a  informação  obtida  e  que  é  absolutamente  exacta,  mostra  que 
não.  Durante  os  15  últimos  annos  a  exportação  média  de  alpaca 
por  anno  foi  de  cerca  de  30,000  fardos,  do  peso  de  350  a  400  libras. 
Todos  estes  embarques  vão  para  a  Grã  Bretanha.  Não  foi  pos- 
sível obter  informação  semelhante  relativa  á  lã  de  carneiro,  mas 
não  se  crê  que  as  exportações  tenham  diminuido  durante  os  últi- 
mos annos. 
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COCAINA. 

Ha  dez  fabricas  de  cocaína  no  Peru;  ^  em  Huanuco;  1  no 
districto  de  Monzon;  1  no  districto  de  Puzuzo;  2  em  Lima;  e  1 
em  Calláa  Diz^e  que  a  produccSo  deste  alcaloide  precioso  tem 
diminuido.  Essa  diminuição  é  explicada  pelo  &cto  de  que  sua 
extracção  é  mais  barata  no  estrangeiro,  como  se  vê  pelo  augmento 
das  exportações  de  folhas  de  coca. 

A  tabella  seguinte  mostra  a  quantidade  e  o  valor  da  cocaína 
exportada  dc  1891  a  1895: 


Anna 

Quantidade. 

Valor. 

Kilos. 

Ubras. 

1,730 

346.000 

3,  "5 

643.000 

1    1892.  . 

4.  550 

910,  000 

1  1893.... 

2.  357 

471,  800 

4.  716 

943,  200 

3.407 

■ 

600*940 

A  quantidade  e  o  valor  das  folhas  de  coca  exportadas  de  1891 
a  1894  foram  os  seguintes: 


Anno. 

Quantidade. 

Valor. 

Kihs. 

Libras. 

12S,  i;43 

241.473 

3S8.  465 

574.  396 

39".  955 

707 . 7ga 

37*.  360 

706,586 

MILHO. 

O  milho  c  cultivado  em  grande  escala  no  Peru,  onde  c  o 
principal  alimento  dos  índios,  que  sào  calculados  em  cerca  de 
2»0OO,00O«  De  íàCXQ  a  melhor  qualidade  é  cultivada  na  região 
das  montanhas.  O  milho  obtido  de  Urubamba,  no  districto  de 
Cuzco  é  bem  conhecido  e  tem  stdo  exposto  na  £uropa.  O  milho 
de  Arequipa  é  também  de  qualidade  superior.  Na  provinda  de 
Chancay,  onde  se  usa  essa  planta  para  enp^ordar  os  porcos,  c  no 
valle  de  Arequipa,  usa-se  guano  para  sua  cultura. 

SAL. 

Agora  está  prohibida  a  importação  de  sal  no  Peru.  Um  direito 
de  5  centavos  por  kilogramma  íoi  imposto  em  ií?96  sobre  o  sal 
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nacional  destinado  a  fins  domésticos,  e  de  1  centavo  sobre  o  sal 
destinado  a  fins  manu&ctureiros,  porque  neste  caso  não  é  próprio 
para  fins  culinarios.  O  Estado  reserva  o  direito  de  expKirtar  este 
artigo.  A  renda  dessa  taxa  onerosa  deve  ser  accrescentada  ao  fundo 
cobrado  para  o  fim  de  pagar  ao  Chile  a  quantia  estipulada  no 
tratado  de  p:i/  rntrc  o  Peru  e  o  Chile,  no  caso  de  serein  restituidas 
áquella  Republica,  as  provincias  de  Tacna  c  Arica.  A  cobrança 
dessa  taxa  foi  resistida  pelos  Indios  em  algumas  partes  do  district© 
de  Ayacucho.    Por  conseguinte,  graves  desordens  têm  occorrido. 

Segundo  os  dados  officíaes  a  quantidade  de  sal  exportada 
annualmentc  é  de  cerca  de  6,000  toneladas,  e  o  consumo  domes* 
tico  annual  é  de  cerca  de  35,000  toneladas. 

VINHAS. 

£ste  ramo  de  agricultura  está  adquirindo  muito  importancia  no 
Peru.  Cultiva*^  a  vinha  no  districto  de  Lima  em  pequena  escala, 
mas  nos  dístrictos  de  Ica  e  de  Moquequa  ha  grandes  areas  de 
vinhas. 

As  uvas  de  moscatel  sào  cultivadas  em  grande  escala  no  dis- 
tricto de  Moquequa,  e  de  seu  sumo  faz-se  uma  bebida  muito  esti- 
mada, chamada  "  Italia."  Usa-se  muito  uma  bebida  interior,  cha- 
mada Pisco.'*  Essas  bebidas  são  transportadas  ordinariamente 
em  vasilhas  de  barro  da  forma  de  amphora.  £xporta-se  a  bebida 
Italia  para  as  republicas  vizinhas,  e  se  tem  mandado  para  a  Europa 
em  pouca  quantidade.  Ao  principio  não  é  apreciada,  roas  os  que 
gostam  de  bebidas  espirituosas  a  acham  agradável  em  pouco  tempo. 
Tem  aroma  delicada  e  propria,  e  é  muito  provável  que,  quando 
se  tome  mais  conhecida  na  Europa,  será  apreciada.  Fabricam-se 
também  neste  paiz  us  vinhos  vermelhos  e  brancos  e  seu  consumo 
c  muito  grande.  Silo  baratos,  mas  os  vinhos  vermelhos  geralm'  nte 
são  de  (jualidade  muito  interior.  SSo  ácidos  demais.  Podem-se 
beber  com  prazer  os  vinhos  brancos  mas  são  susceptiveis  de  grande 
melhoramento.  É  verdade  que  todos  os  vinhos  vermelhos  ¿brica- 
dos  de  uvas  cultivadas  na  costa  do  Pacifico  ao  sul  s3o,  ou  ácidos 
demais  ou  pesados  demais  pelo  excesso  de  alcohol,  emquanto 
alguns  dos  vinhos  brancos  podem  ser  classificados  como  muito 
bons. 

Sendo  excessivo  o  direito  sobre  os  vinhos  estrangeiros  a  maior 
parte  da  popula<^ào  que  bebe  vinho,  tem  de  satisfazer-se  com 
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vinho  acido.  A  Bolivia  comprehendeu  a  vantagem  de  permittir 
a  seus  habitantes  beberem  bons  vinhos,  e  red u /i  11  o  direito  sobre 
OS  vinhos  trancezes  a  um  direito  muito  insignificante.  Como 
resultado  podem-âe  obter  bons  vinhos  em  La  Paz  por  um  preço 
moderado,  emquanto  no  Peru  uma  garrai  de  vinho  superior  é 
luxo  limitado  á  gente  de  meios.  Seria  bom  que  este  psúz  adoptar- 
se a  mesma  lei  que  a  Bolivia  neste  caso.  Os  productores  de 
vinhos  ácidos  naturalmente  se  queixariam  desta  interferencia  com 
sua  industria,  mas  o  publico  a  apreciaria. 

TRIGO. 

Importam-se  40,000  toneladas  de  trigo  do  Chile  todos  os  annos. 
Diz-se  que  o  trigo  do  Canadá  c  superior  ao  do  Chile,  mas  o 
preço  de  transporte  do  Chile  pelos  navios  a  vela,  que  é  somente 
4  soles  por  tonelada,  assim  como  o  caracter  da  moeda  em  que 
se  paga  o  producto^  que  é  somente  lyj^d.  por  dollar  de  ouro,  não 
permittem  presentemente  concurrencia  estrangeira.  Pois,  muitas 
vezes  íàllava-«e  de  um  accôrdo  commercial  e  reciproco  entre  o 
Chile  e  o  Peru,  como  um  dos  meios  de  ajustar  as  questões  entre 
os  dous  paizes,  afim  de  admittircm  livres  de  direito  seus  respec- 
tivos productos.  Apezar  de  difficuhiades  que  parecem  quasi 
insuperáveis,  o  estabelecimento  de  uma  linha  entre  o  Canadá  c 
esta  parte  do  mundo,  e  mudanças  em  outras  condições,  podiam 
no  futuro  dar-lhe  a  opportunidade  de  &zer  concurrencia  com  o 
trigo  do  Chile,  e,  por  conseguinte,  devele  prestar  attenção  a  este 
assumpto. 

OPIO. 

E  de  admirar  que,  nào  obstante  diminuir  rapidamente  o  numero 
dos  Chinezes  residentes  no  Peru,  o  consumo  de  opio  parece  ir 
augmentando. .  A  única  explicação  é  que  o  commercio  de  con- 
trabando que,  como  se  sabe  é  sustentado  neste  artigo,  íòi  com-  * 
batido  de  modo  considerável.  A  tabella  seguinte  mostra  o 
numero  de  kilogrammas  importados  de  1887  a  1882: 


ABDO.  iJmntfdtde.  Anuo. 


K1I0!.  I 

1887                                  15.284  iSip. 

1888                                  24.474  '  iSyr. 

1880                                if).  3yi  i 


Quantidade. 


Kilos. 
31.  !'^>5 

34, 120 

30,683 
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COMPANHIAS  DE  SEGUROS. 

O  Congresso  de  1895  votou  uma  lei  prohibindo  ás  companhias 

de  seguros  de  negociar  no  Peru,  a  menos  que  30  por  cento  do 
capital  empregado  neste  pai/  tosse  depositado  (  111  apólices,  moeda 
de  contado  ou  arcòcs  n'uma  companhia  de  boa  posição.  Antes 
de  votar  essa  lei  todas  as  companhias  de  seguros  estrangeiras  que 
cém  agencias  em  Lima  pediram  ao  Congresso  que  não  íbsse  trans- 
formado em  lei  o  projecto  que  íòi  posto  n'aquelle  tempo  em  dis- 
cussão, mas  seu  pedido  não  foi  attendida  Por  conseguinte  2B 
companhias,  das  quaes  20  eram  companhias  inglezas,  retiraram 
suas  agencias. 

FABRICAS  NACIONAES  £  TRABALHO  DE  COOLIES. 

Ha  poucas  fabricas  neste  pai/  que  merecem  ser  mencionadas. 
Uma  das  mais  importantes  é  a  fabrica  da  Companhia  Peruana  de 
Vitarte,  fabricante  de  algodão,  situada  perto  de  Lima.  £m  1 895 
a  produccão  foi  de  2,750,000  jardas.  Ha  em  Lima  uma  áibríca 
de  parmos  que,  segundo  se  diz,  hz  bom  negocios,  mas  não  se  co- 
nhece a  sua  producção  annual.  Ha  também  Étbricas  de  tecidos  em 
Ica  e  Arequipa. 

Ha  varias  fábricas  de  cerveja  no  Peru.  Ha  uma  em  Lima  per* 
tencente  a  uma  companhia  ingleza,  que  íkz  negocios  em  grande 

escala. 

Ha  também  na  capital  fabricas  de  biscoutos,  sabão,  phosphoros 
e  outras  fabricas  diversas. 


ESTADOS  UNIDOS. 

COMMERCIO  COM  OS  PAIZES  LATINO-AMERICANOS.  RELA- 
ÇÃO MENSAL  DAS  IMPORTAÇÕES  E  EXPORTAÇÕES. 

A  seguinte  é  a  relação  mensal  mais  recente,  compilada  por 
Worth INOTON  C.  Ford,  cheiè  da  Repartição  de  Estatística  do 
Ministerio  da  Fazenda,  mostrando  o  commercio  entre  os  Estados 

Unidos  e  os  paiscs  latino-americanos.  A  relação  c  dada  para  o 
me/-  de  Julho  de  i8<^7,  e  corrif^ida  até  Setembro  de  1897.  Deve- 
se  explicar  que  os  algarismos  das  varias  alfandegas,  mostrando  as 
importações  e  exportações  de  um  só  mez  não  sâo  recebidos  no 
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Ministerio  da  Fazenda  até  quasi  o  dia  20  do  mez  seguinte,  e 
perde-se  algum  tempo  necessariamente  em  sua  compilação  e 
impressão.  Por  conseguinte,  as  estatísticas  para  o  mez  de  Julho» 
por  exemplo,  não  são  publicados  até  os  primeiros  dias  de  Setem- 
bro. Espera-se,  portanto,  que  com  a  cooperação  especial  da 
Repartíção  de  Estatística,  o  Boletim  Mensal  poderá  íbraecer  a 
seus  leitores  os  algarismos  dos  principalis  artigos  do  coinmercio 
latino-aniericano,  antes  de  sua  publicação  official  pelo  Ministerio 
da  Fazenda. 

Importações  c  Exportações,  Julho  de  iSçj, 
IMPORTAÇÕES  DE  MERCADORIAS  NOS  ESTADOS  UNIDOS. 


ArtlgM  e  Ptlaea. 


Páu  campeche  (toneladas) — 

Mexico  

As  Aiiiilhas  britannicas  

Outras  Antilhas  

Carvão  betuminoso— 

Mexico  

Coco  ou  c;ic.lo  crfi  (libras) — 

As  Antilhas  britannicas  * . . . . 

Outras  Aniíthas  

íkazil  

Üiuras  Republicai»,  S.A  

Caf6— 

America  Central. .  .....«....*.... 

Mexico  

As  Antilhas  

Brazil  

Outras  Republicas  S.  A  . ,  

Algodão  em  rama — 

America  do  Sul  

Henequén — 

Mexico  

Bananas- 
America  Central  

As  Antilhas  britannicas   

Cuba  . ,  

America  do  Sui  

Ilhas  de  Hawaii  

Laranjas — 

Mexico  , 

As  Antilhas  britannicas  

Cuba  

Couros  c  pelles  (libras) — 

America  Central.  

Mexico  

As  Antilhas  

America  do  Su!  

Borracha  crüa  (libras) — 

America  Central  

Mexico  

As  Antilhas  


1896. 

1897. 

Quantidade. 

Valor. 

Quautidadc. 

Valor. 

Julho. 


43 
225 

•  «.35a 

5.480 

644,  aoi 
56, 745 

f)5,  014 

I, IS2, 070 

I. 238, 126 

941.484 
2Q2,  697 
27,  740,  220 

7. 15».4S3 

42, 0S2 

3.857 


$1.390 
4.380 

47. 9*6 

12, 062 

64.393 
4.132 

9.  389 
107,  550 

190, 152 
167, 105 
40,  154 

3. 503. 5»3 
1,066,704 

4.  764 

345.  35S 

135.  300 
244.  979 
103,413 
58,  498 
8,419 

3.937 
tto 


112.  <>42 

14.  013 

Ò17,  59Ò 

t>8.  359 

393,  962 

24, 623 

3. 2S5t  X63 

440^386 

88. 713 

33.068 

12. 951 

4.349 

2. 431 

916 

557 
I.  lita 
9S6 

$17.  ^'=^7 

lo.  OOQ 

J6,379 

10,  719 

21.358 

325.061 
145.032 

1.377.  i-;4 

33. 241 
13. 563 

10,  74S 

133.  25  5 

3. 444, 231 
I,  340,615 

295.  125 

33. 385. 694 

6,  589,  «57 

492.  607 
172,  507 
36,  226 
3,  439.  26Õ 
909.3*9 

96, 483 

II.  364 

5.052 

333, 716 

T32.  040 
231.  267 

391 

3.  7^*1 

683 
883 

129, 161 
948, 279 
736, 79» 
3.838,475 

17.323 
114,34b 

63,330 
544.585 

52.  20CÍ 
8,683 

21,  892 
3,760 

652 


BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICSt 


Inif}orta<;Ões  e  ExportiuChS,  Julho  </V  iSqj — Continúa. 
IMPORTAÇÕES  DE  MERCADORIAS  NOS  ESTADOS  UNIDOS— Continúa. 


ATtig«s  e  Palaei. 


Borracha  crùa  (libras)— Contînlu. 

Bmií  

Outras  Republicaa,  S.  A  

ChumI'O  (-  111  lin);uados  ou  em  boms 
(libras) — 

Mexico  

Assucnrnfl  o  superior  ao  n^xõ,  depa* 
dr.\u  liuUaiidcz  — 

Mexico  

As  Antilhas  britaonicas  

Caba  

Ou  I  ra  Antilhas  

Ikiiil  

Outras  Republicas,  S.A. 
Tabaco  cm  folha  (libras) — 

Mexico  

Culi.i  , 

Mogno  (M  pés) — 

America  Central ........ 

Mexico  I 

Cuba  

Outras  Antilhas  ........ 

America  do  Sul  

Lfl  (da  America  do  Sul) — 

Clas'-r  I  I  roupa)  

Classe  1 1  (U  penteada) . . 

Classe  III  (tapetes)  


Jnlho. 


1896. 

J897. 

Quantidade. 

Valor. 

Quantidade. 

Valor. 

825, 230 
101,  697 

$321, 235 
40,  619 

I,  7S8,  872 
56, 690 

$841,  276 
22,  768 

144,  «90 

387, 74* 

5.490 

552. 8" 
29, 500, 537 

7r355 

e&.a  a*¥i« 

5''4.47o 

59.  225 

16,  939.  427 

-l."72,  3í^9 
II,  ao8,a8a 

523 
300,  203 
82. 501 
aos.  8ot 

71.  201. 076 
2, 727, 252 
35.638,340 

I.  4i'j^. 

42, 214 
678,955 

81,673,819 

447.944 

25, 046 
962.498 

7, 421 
to8,6a6 

54,  oSj 
Ï41. 5*7 

18.  lOI 
184, 191 

516 
965 
«4 

13.  823 

"4.  ^x'j 
fiOO 

9I 

367 

740 

17.678 

8 

184 
77» 

4 

175 

xo 

933.  aia 

16.930 

s 36, 166 
80,  564 
764,817 

gi,  Sòo 

9.391 
67, 148 

899.983 

91,568 

EXPORTAÇÕES  DE  PRODUCTOS  DO.M ESTICOS. 


Instrumentos  de  agricultura-.- 

Mexico  ,  ••*.*. 

Atnt  ric  .i  Central  e  Honduras  bri- 

tannica  

Cuba  

Porto  Rico  

Santo  Domingu   . . , 

Outras  .Antilhas  c  Bermuda.  • 
Republica  A  rgentina.  .....*.,*... 

Brasil  

Colombia  

Outras  Republicas,  S.A  

Livros,  mappas,  gravuras  e  outras 

publicações— 

Mexico  .......   

America  Central  c  Honduras  bri- 

tannica  *•< 

Cuba  

Porto  Rico    

Santo  Domingo  *  

Outras  Antilhas  e  Bermuda  

Republica  Argentina.  


$(),  920 

1,292 
408 


191 

6g2 

24.  7^4 

566  I 

930 
7.044 


10.  227 

3.  380 
7.  I3t> 
68 

67 
r.656 

i,ï37 


$10,  245 

463 
1.056 

120 
170 
321 

28.  47<) 
9')3 
493 

IO.  315 


15.652 

1,688 
4S7 
69 
37 
1.683 
316 


fiUR£AU  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 

Imfwriaçôes  e  E.\f)or tacões,  Juliio  df  i8çY — Continua. 
EXPORTAÇÕES  DE  PRODUCTOS  DOMESTICOS— Continúa, 


ArtlgM  c  Pmlse*. 


Julho. 


Quantidade,  i  Valor. 


Livros,  mappas,  gravuras  e  outras 

publicaçí^c'<: — Cnntiníia. 

Brazil  

Colombia  

Outras  Republicas.  S.A.  

Cereaes,  milho  <fangas> — 

Mexico  

America  Centrai  c  iionduras  bri- 

tannica  

Cuba  

Porto  Rico  

Santo  lOuniinyn  

Outras  Antilhas  c  Bermuda  

America  do  Sul  

Tripn  ffnngas); 

America  Central  c  Honduras  bri- 
tannica  

As  Antiltuàs  e  Bermuda.  

Outras  Republicas,  S.  A  

Farinha  de  trigo  (banris) — 

Mexico   

America  Centrât   e  Honduras 
britannica  

Cuba  

Porto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  ,  

Outras  Antilhas  e  Bermuda  

nrazil  ,  ,  

Colombia  

Otttras  Republicas,  S.  A  

Carruagens, carros  c  partes  de — 

Mexico  

America  Central  e  Honduras  brí- 

tannica  

Cuba  


quantidade. 


358, 715 

9. '74 

loi,  098 


S3.  ^)3o 
4.  Í'SS 
7.155 

14a.  ai3 

4.362 

39. 269 


18 

60,955 
a,  740 


9.771 

45 

140 

1,604 

29.  475 
15.  205 
5.  020 
2.  154 
84,  693 
78.  778 
15,389 

35f40S 


Po  rio  Rico  

Santo  Dominiío  

< )Litras  Antillias  c-  [Bermuda  ..... 

Republica  Argentina.  

Braítl  

Colombia  

Outras  Republicas,  S.  A  ....... . 

Carvão  de  pedra  (toneladasV— 

Mrxico  

.\incrica  Central  c  1  luiiduras  bri- 
tannica  

Cuba    

Porto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Outras  Antilhas  u  Bermuda. ..... 

Brazil   

Colombia   ...... 

Outras  Republicas  S.  A  ........ . 

Manu  facturas  de  algodfto  (fardas)^ 

Mexico  


17. 743 

221 
18, 917 
I 

377 

10,  i9â 


12 

26,013 
1.053 


7,17a 

38 

94 
5.576 

105,  900 
53.  368 
17.  756 
8.  178 

304.  605 

314, 24- 
60, 430 

X3I,034 

too,  ÜOO 

16,  S6l 

335 

290 
798 
10,  241 
6.  407 
ÎO.655 
2,  001 
3.414 

57.508 

960 
46.  ã20 

6 

1.671 
24.947 


83,496 

t5.504 

20.  923 


IOC 

64.538 
IO,  6ia 


5.350 
112 

379.  892 

Ï.499 

16,  070 

16,  200 
3.  «36 
69. 578 
48.  530 
12,  705 
38,986 


107 


401 


37,04» 

226 
9,087 

4 

16 

4.  ^'97 
3. 493 
3,650 

498 


Valor. 


$21,  380 

600 

2,171 
38,336 

8.307 

7.713 


528.545 1    33.367  í  546.384 


40 
23. 182 
4.097 


4,861 

106 

310. 288 

5.884 

70. 293 

38. 433 
69.  740 

17.933 
288.  375 
219,  849 

54.270 
iai,Q33 

83. 926 

2. 258 
336 

41 

r.671 
6,  221 
2.050 

5.  393 
1,007 

8,816 

88, 833 

967 
ai,  338 

a7 

105 

12,  743 
19,  212 
8.  168 
l,  19S 

34.019 


654 


BUREAU  OP  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


Importações  «f  Exportações,  Julho  de  iSçj — Continua. 
EXPORTAÇÕES  DE  PRODUCTOS  DOMESTICOS— Continúa. 


AcUfM  c  PMlan. 


Manufacturas  de  algodão  (Jarda*) — 
Continfia. 
America  Central  e  Hondura»  bri- 

tannica  

Cuba  

Porto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Outras  Antilhas  c  Bermuda  

Republica  Algentina  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Outras  Republicas  S.  A  

Roupa — 

Mexico  .  -  

America  Central  e  Honduras  brl- 

tannira  

Cu!...  

Porto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Outras  Antilhas  c  Bermuda  

Republica  Argentina   

Brazil   , 

Colombia  , 

Outras  Republicas,  S.  A  , 

Velocipedes  e  acceSBOrios^ 

Mexico  

America  Central  e  Honduras  bri. 

tannica  , 

Cuba  

Porto  Rico  , 

Santo  Domingo  

Outras  Antilhas  e  Bermuda  

Argentina   

Brazil   


JnllKk 


1896. 


1897- 


Qtwntídade. 


Valor. 


957, 555 
4,050 
10, 730 
2Í9.  953 
983. 32S 
362,  148 
707,  863 
570, 078 
i.B73»oo6 


Colombia  

Outras  Republicas,  S.  A, ....... . 

Perro  e  aço  e  suas  manufacturas, 

material  s  de  construcçâo,  serras 

e  ferramentas — 

Mexico  

Amrr  i' a  ("(  iitral  c  Hondiuasbri-  ' 

taan¡L.i  , 


Cuba  

Porto  Rico  

Santo  Don:ingo  

Outr.is  Antilhas  e  Bermuda....... 

Republica  Argentina  

Brazil   

Colombia  

Outras  Republicas,  S.  A...  

Machinas:    Machinas  de  coser  e 

accessories — 

Mexico  

America  Central  e  Honduras  bri- 

tannica  


$48.415 

689 
811 
10.  569 

53. 634 
31. 130 
54.  054 
28, 059 
100.416 

21. 553 

85,  878 

5, 466 

73 
3.77» 

7.  477 

4.  152 
9,  200 

2.  977 
4.  865 

7.265 

1.  74S 

f>95 
238 

•5 

3.  4ÍXJ 
391 

2,  527 
3,801 

5.440 


136,055 

15.  3i>5 
5,  902 
too 
1,578 
5.  745 
15,  &20 
31,964 
9.977 

22,999 


10,304 

5.097 


Quautidadc. 


895.  219 
10,  36b 
1,700 

i??.  514 
I,  025,  2S8 
258,  t;o4 
671,  716 
346, 654 
1, 65s,  010 


Valor. 


1,306 
338 

7.  4^0 
54*  4'J5 
ïo.  754 
41.  764 
19,401 

77.381 
20,867 

20, 911 
660 
143 

657 

7.352 
I.  lo3 

5.  32Í 
3.816 

3.3IO 

s,  276 

S80 
1, 197 
170 
«75 
7.441 
2.893 


1. 536 
3.533 


84,484 

6,445 
7.67« 
843 

959 
4.  10; 
11.495 
11.319 

9, 494 
21,363 


15.891 
4.605 


BURBAV  or  AMERICAN  REFVBUCS.  655 

Impor  t(i(òc's  e  Expor  ta<;ões,  Julho  dt"  iSçj — Continua. 


EXPORTAÇÕES  DE  PRODUCTUS  DOMESTICOS— Continúa. 


Jnllio. 

1896. 

1897. 

Quantidade. 

Vator. 

V«IoT. 

PiacmnaB .    ^viaciiinah   ucs  coser  c 

accessories — Continfta. 

193 
240 
2,  706 
269 
13.  Sit' 
11.577 
9.  564 

4.  783 

193 

250 

•400 

544 
39 
â.091 

437 
8.  600 

7.774 
II,  336 

9,566 
50 

 . 

Outras  machinas — 

America  Central  c  Honduras  bri- 

Sol 

*t  •  /  • 

189 
545 
359 

599 
194 

«.  356 

490 

13 

230 

41 
I,  000 

336 
131 

676 
468 
478 

74» 

83 

885 

Couros  e  suas  manufacturas,  couro 
para  sola  (libras)— 

Outras  classes  de  couro~ 

2.  854 
I,  lôò 

4.079 
400 

America  Centrai  c  iiundutas  bri- 

5»3 
12 

* 

4«/> 

Rnizil  

4.  239 
185 
491 

1,002 

2,  891 
1, 128 
II 

8tt 

-()(} 
409 

i«.  851 
2, 679 

10, 166 

168 

334 
1.387 

4.  850 
296 
728 

1,067 

1,061 

353 
44 

695 

1, 03S 

400 
19. 358 

83' 
4, 626 

X05 

72 

i       1. 193 

Fornecimeittos  navaes  (barris)— 
Amrrica  Central  c  Honduras  bri- 

Agua-raz  (galOes>— 
America  Central  e  Honduras  bri- 

1, 125 

554 
6 
386 

295 
21U 
6.454 

I.  355 

4.  9^9 

560 

1,041 

5.  053 

471 

397 
194 
23 

353 
50t) 
300 

9.  ««3 

401 

2,  207 

341 

222 

l  4»03<* 

656  BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 

hnpori(n;0es  e  Expoi tin,ões,  Julho  de  iSgy — Continúa. 
EXPORTAÇÕES  DE  PRODUCTOS  DOMESTICOS— Contínua. 


Artigo*  e  Fui 


Agaa-rax  (fraloesV^Continfia. 

Porto  Rico  

Santu  DuniiriKO  

Outras  Antilhas  e  Bermuda  

Republica  Argentina.  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Outras  Republicas,  S.  A  

Oleos:  Mineraes.  crAs.  inctuindo-se 
todos  OS  otros  naturae?!,  sem 
considerar  agravidadc  galões) — 

Mexico  

Cuba  

PoTto  Rico  

Mineral,  refinado  ou  rnanuíncturado, 
incluindo-&e  naphtas,  olcos  illu- 
minantes  e  lubrificantes,  paraf- 
fina e  outros  productos  de  dis- 
tillacAo  de  pouca  gravidade — 

Mexico  

America    Central    c  Honduras 
brîtannica  

Cuba  

Porto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo.  

Outras  Antilhas  e  Bermuda  

Republica  Argentina.  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Outras  Republicas,  S.  A  

Oleoü  vr>;t'taf<:— fie    semente  de 

aljíudiu  y^alõcs) — 

Mexico  

America  Central  e  Honduras  bri> 

tannica   

Cuh.i  

Porto  Rir  o  

Sanio  Domingo  

Outras  Antillias  v  Hcnnuda  

Republica  Arí;<.ulma  

Hi.i/íl  

Outras  Republicas,  S.  A  

Paraffina  e  cera  de  paraffina  (libras)— 

Mi.'xifn  

Ainciica  Ct-iitrat  e  Honduras  brî- 
tannica  ,,  

Antillias  e  Bermuda.  , 

Brazil  

Outras  Rc[Mi!'l iras,  S.  A  

Provisoes  :  cumprchendendo-sc  car- 
nes e  productos  de  lacticinio — 

Carne  de  vacca,  t  m  latns — 

Mexico  , 

America  Central  e  Honduras bri- 
tannica  


Julho. 


1896. 


I8»7. 


Quantidade. 


Valor. 


1,  690 
35. 

7.  140  I 
840 
31,  365 


797.  75í> 
636.  370 
lio,  711 


54.385 

755 
3.693 

4. 102 
15.003 
350.  i8y 
I, 176. 389 

I,  145,  010 

i,oss»763 


144.198 

2,  S05 


3.787 

78.  720 

2,  Í)7Í) 

25. 147 
131. 136 

48,840 


28.  435 
t8.4oo 


$133 

543 

ÏO.  395 
I.  79fi 

314 
6,404 


41,  80Í) 
37.616 
10,  328 


QuaoticUde.  Valor, 


10^897 

18, 138 

655 
643 
1.794 

35.053 
123.  332 
106,  S03 

13,  338 
IIB.S8I 


37.307 

796 


1.359 

22, 002 
90<í 
16,  170 
7.656 

7.59» 
3,986 


1.715 
786 


go 
117 

x>  543 

24.  230 
13,300 
276 

15. 915 


787,  496 
142,  000 
150, 000 


71, 113 

51.040 
5.605 
21,  S70 
162,  839 
288,  167 
220,  492 
1.808.632  I 
5Í.556  j 
473.761  ' 


195,604 

114 

Î.  523  1 
100 

5.431 

64, 472 
1.239 

67.  995 
14.317 


13.  37<«  1.4^3 


23.  77? 

8.  03S 

Ï7.3I3 
590 


It,  2S() 


as.  793 


$23 

47 
480 

7.974 

4.  iSl 

95 

5,  111 


30.979 
9.900 

13.  635 


■3*589 

6,884 

71S 

2.  4S4 
13, 709 
24.  938 
23.  Ot2 

Í37.  585 
5.663 
48,6X9 


36*959 

41 
427 

30 
»  557 
16, 982 

353 

4.915 


137.000  \  7.039 


1, 336 

283 

875 

3S 


I.4tl 
3.969 


•DRtAU  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


6J7 


¡mjtortainles  e  Exporíaçòcs,  Julho  de  J8çy — Continúa, 
EXPORTAÇÕES  DE  PRODUCTOS  DOMESTICOS— Continúa. 


ArUgMcPaii 


Provisoes  :  comprehendendo-se  car- 

ncs  e  productos  de  lacticinio — 
Continúa. 
Carne  de  vacca,  em  Utas — 

Cuba  

Porto  Rico  

Santo  Doniiii^'o  

Outras  Antilhas  c  Bermuda.  . . . 

Republica  Argentina  

Hra/il  

Coloiulii.1  

Outras  Republicas,  S.  A  

Carne  de  vacca,  salgada  ou  em  sal- 
moura e  preparada  de  outra 
maneira  (liJras)— 

Mexico  

America  Central  e  Hond  uras  bri» 
tannica  

Cuba  

F'onn  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Outras  Antilhas  e  Bermuda  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Outras  Republicas,  S.  A  

Sebo  (libras) — 

Mexico  

America  Central  e  Honduras  bri« 

tannica  

Cuba  

Porto  Rico  , 

Santo  Domingo   

Outras  .\ntilhas  e  Bermuda  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Ouïras  Republicas,  S.  A.  

Toucinho  (libras) — 

Mexico  , 

America  Central  e  Honduras  bri- 

tannica  , 

Cuba  , 

Porto  Rico  , 

Santo  Domingo  

Outras  Antilhas  c  Bermuda  

Brazil   

Colombia  , 

Outras  Republicas,  S.  A  

Presunto  0>bras>— - 

Mexico  

America  Central  e  Honduras  bri- 

tannica  

Cuba  

Porto  Rico   

Ssnto  Dnniiiiu')  , 

Bull.  :No.  4  ^10 


Julho. 


189ft. 


1897. 


Quautidade.       Valor.       (¿uantidaüe.  1  Valor. 


1.824 


H7 


300 


37.  702 


20, 000 
5. 420 
as,  388 


2,  SÒS 


1.636  1 
404 
1.805 


36, 604 
I,  8üo 

3.  3<^»o 
9,  6o2 
8. 858 


«3 


3,256 
340 
272 
817 
887 


200 

50. 346 
3. 400 

400 

6,800 
841, 306 

4.  700 
20, 050 
641,415 

8 

2,  323 
13' 
16 
241 
38.  863 
223 
857 
«8,4«7 

56, 650 

6,  600 

2,  900 
529.  815 

1,  200 
17.  250 
198.500 

a,  7t8 
300 
335 
119 

25.219 

52 

779 
9,656 

129,  637 

5,096 

68. 238 

2,  856 

346,461 
95. 938 

15. 749 
3.368 

173,096 

31.  350 

7,292 
650 

93,  000 
69, 476 
3,  200 

19.470 
50,411 

3.604 
2.713 
154 
1,072 
1,893 

1 10, 603 

211,  617 

90, 836 

37. 786 
10,732 

4.  062 
8,  190 

4.  Í90 
Ï.645 
436 

9,016 

933 

11,341 

906 

19.  924 
405.  160 
8,  271 

785 

27,  566 
I,  341,  66fj 
I,  302 
36, 119 

1.263 

24,  309 
495 
41 

2,  019 
89.  401 

74 
2,217 

32,  993 
l.  195.  261 
22,436 
J.750 

523 

I.  <>V5.  '95 
I.  541 
96,264 

2.  325 
70.  316 

1,  239 

103 

2.  «;o3 

102,  979 
27 
1.970 

90,288 

9,336 

13.  316 

1,540 

30,301 

323.421 
3i.â95 

3.83s 

3.149 

30.  054 

3,257 
406 

30,835 
229,  136 
50,866 
3.  «5 

3.040 
23,  822 
4,620 
36X 

BUREAU  OF  AM£RICAN  K£PUBLICS. 

importações  e  Exportações,  Jfulko  dt  /<fp7 — Continua. 


EXPORTAÇÕES  DE  PORDUCiOS  DOMESTICÜS—Continüa, 


Julhow 

I8g6. 

1897. 

fioastldade. 

Valor. 

Quniitldade. 

Valor. 

Presunto  (libras) — ContinOn. 

126,  IÕ9 

X.2,  751 

82, 932 

7.713 

230 

44 

6 

12.  534 

1,  061 

16, 631 

X.  29S 

(.iutras  Republicas.  S.  A  

62,  5ÒO 

6.  551 

53.209 

6.  too 

Carne  de  porco  (libras)— 

America  Central  e  Honduias  bri- 

5.  712 

97.875 

4.  392 

26,  000 

968 

45,  fKX^ 

2.319 

132.  200 

5.  797 

248,  oou 

15.247 

9.700 

424 

3. 100 

157 

Outras  Antilhns  v  Hrrmtida  

a.  763. 450 

127. 218 

1.735.050 

76,  362 

Hr.i/il  

2, 400 

»33 

5,  000 

209 

1 1 , 000 

4<M 

JO,  000 

548 

Outras  Republicas,  S.  A  

508,  SCN> 

23, 403 

250,000 

ZI.  098 

Banha  (libras)— 

384.407 

19,011 

363.244 

16^645 

America  Central  e  Honduras  bri- 

376.434 

14.558 

272. 079 

13.059 

a,  369. 734 

126,  67*) 

2.583. 523 

1 16.  5o«j 

128, 231 

í'.  424 

218, 175 

12,  378 

34.  537 

32. 598 

1.673 

775i  896 

44.  595 

572, 899 

32, 591 

I,«76 

75 

3,  33a 

140 

Hra/.il   

836.  24; 

4S,  (>)i 

1.436. 340 

78. 781 

321, 09Ò 

10, 170 

2,098,  176 

11,  280 

«.056,133 

59.107 

999.888 

54.484 

Oleo  «  oleomargarina  (libras)— 

600 

60 

AnuriiM  Centrale  Honduias  bri- 

1, 220 

103 

272, 6iü 

27.  637 

103. 850 

9.431 

5.496 

543 

7. 230 

630 

66,500 

7.550 

30,700 

a,s8B 

Maat«iga  (libras) — 

19.019 

3.049 

19.  599 

3. 227 

Ainc-ricn  CetMnü  e  Hondufas  bri- 

25,604 

4.211 

29.  638 

4.497 

3.935 

704 

2.  768 

394 

6.930 

84X 

157, 060 

22.  yg'í 

124.  036 

18.413 

27, 160 

3.801 

36, 92» 

4.876 

ia,047 

1.539 

15.419 

1*987 

$7. 571 

7.495 

69.348 

9.0Í6 

yiu  ijo  (libras) — 

9.707 

t.093 

8,690 

9S5 

America  Central  e  Honduras  bri- 

12,072 

I,  3*jS 

15, 338 

1.  733 

a.  460 

464 

10. 510 

".407 

770 

93 

2,360 

190 

1.633 

200 

66.380 

7.3S2 

73. 3S3 

7.  577 

400 
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Jutho. 


Queijo  (libras) — Contini^ 

Colombia  

Outras  Republicas,  S.  A  

Sementes— 

Mexico  

America  Central  e  Honduns  bri- 


1896. 


Quantidade. 


Valor. 


tannica  

Cuba  

Porto  Rico  

Santo  Domingo  

Outras  Antilhw  e  Bemiuda. 

Republica  Aigentina  

Brazil  


Colombia  

Oiitr:!';  R  l'uihlicas  S.  A  ... 
Assucar  iftiiuidù  ^libras) — 

Mexico  

America  Centrai  e  Honduras  bri- 

tannica  

Snnto  Dorniniio  

Outras  Aniilhas  c  bermuda  

Republica  Argentina  

Colombia  

Outras  Republicas  S.  A  

Tat  .1  CO ,  n  Ao  manufacturado  (libras)— 

Mexico  

America  Central  e  Honduras  bri* 

tannica  

Antilhas  c  Bermuda.  

Republica  Argentina.  

Colombia  

Outras  Republicas,  S.  A  

Tabaco    iharutos,  ci^rarros  f  outras 

manufacturas  de  tabaco  (M) — 

Mexico  

Anu  ric.i  Central  e  Honduras  bri- 

taiinica  


6,  366 
15.  167 


«5.978 

153.  499 
200 
205, 242 


99.  829 
5.642 

136, 733 

17.  397 
294.  i  17 
10.  oco 

3.433 
123, 163 


780 
1.756 

1.468 

716 
421 
X40 


1897. 


Quantidade. 


322 


621 

aa6 

89S 
7.098 

lo 

10,  ÒCJI 


riih:i  

Outras  Antilhas  c  Bermuda. 
Republica  Argentina  

Br 


5razi 


4.909 
285 

n.303 

2.043 
26.  979 


43S 
9.  6<>i 


a.  954 

7,  762 
2,  \-¡i 
18,  800 
3.445 


9.  689 
II,  6lg 

^  •  «  •  •  ' 


28,362 

T04,  616 

3.  774 
iio,  649 


45.  897 
II,  188 

269. 404 

5,480 
23^, 354 


I.  300 
I7í,853 


Colombia  

Outras  Republicas.  S.  A  , 

Madeira  e  suas  manufacturas:  ma- 
deira não  manufacturada;  ma- 
0   dcira  serrada  c  cortada;  troncos; 
outras  classes — 

Mexico  

America  Central  e  Honduras  bri- 
tannica  

Cuba  

Outras  Antilbas  e  Bermuda  

Republica  Argentina  

Braxil  

.  Colombia  

Outras  RepublicaSf  S.  A  , 


30S 
4.  S4S 


36,433 

17.  299 
274 
336 
75S 

9.  »44 
200 

I.OIO 
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AxttfMeFaiaea. 

1896. 

1997- 

QoatrtldBde. 

Valor. 

Valor. 

XI,OIX 

15.  574 

3. 170 

T.  45? 

II.  735 

2,  800 

3.  150 
14. 047 

4>S97 

3t,  190 

10,962 

10, 759 
1,674 
455 

2. 193 
10, 056 
592 

».  783 
5. 536 

Amerícti  Cenml  6  Hondims  bri- 

:::•;::::::: 

La  crúa  (libras)— 

286, 358 

URUGUAY. 

TRAPICO  E  COMMBRCIO  NOS  ANNOS  DE   1895  ^  ^^ÇÔ. 

Extrahimos  de  um  relatório  official  sobre  o  trafico  e  commercio 
do  Uruguay,  dirígido  ao  Ministerio  de  Relações  Exteriores  da 
Grâ  Bretanha  os  seguintes  paiagraphos: 

THAFICO  ESTRANGEIRO. 

O  total  do  trafico  exterior  da  Republica  do  Uruguay  no  auno  de  1895,  fot  de 
^1 2,32$,478y  de  cuja  somma  ;¿$>40i>299  representa  a  quantia  que  se  importou, 
e  ^^6,924, 179  a  que  se  exportou. 

As  importações  para  o  anno  de  1895  mostram  um  augmento  de  ^337,391 
sobre  as  do  anno  de  1894,  emquanto  as  exportações  mostram  uma  diroinuiçfto  de 

Comparando,  portanto,  o  total  do  trafico  exterior  do  paiz  nos  annos  de  1894 
c  i-'^yy.  vé-5C  que  no  seeundo  destes  annos  houve  uni  augmento  de  ^117,017. 
Fodc-^c  dÍ7,cr  também  que  houve  um  auemcnto  gradual  no  trafico  exterior  do 
Uruguay  durante  os  últimos  cinco  auno»,  o  ijuc  verá  pelas  tabcîUï  (Annexo  A)^ 
Estes  algarismos  representam  o  valor  official  de  todas  as  mercadorias  despachadas 
nas  alfandegas  da  RepubKca  durante  estes  annos. 

EXPORTAÇÃO. 

As  exportaçGes  deste  paix,  com  excepçSo  do  xarque  e  do  extracto  de  carne 
de  Liebig,  consistem  principalmente  em  materias  primas,  tacs  como  )3,  couros» 
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pelles  de  carneiro,  crina  e  outros  productos;  exportam-se  tambetn  agora  os 
cereaes  em  quantidades  consideráveis  e  pode  isto  adquirir  importantes  proporçQes 
no  proximo  futuro.  A  escassez  de  trabalhadores,  portanto,  é  um  serio  incon« 
veniente  para  o  desenvolvimento  da  agricultura,  que  ten  de  ser  retardada  por 
multo  tempo,  si  a  immigrasâo  não  vier  salval-a. 

XARQUE. 

O  numero  de  gado  que  se  matou  nos  estabelecimentos  de  salga  da  Republica 
em  1895,  ten  maior  que  o  do  anno  anterior  e  subiu  a  869,500  cabeças.  Durante 
O  anno  de  1 894,  o  numero  de  gado  que  se  matou  para  o  mesmo  fim  foi  846,100. 
O  augmento  deve  ser  attribuido  á  mûor  quantidade  de  extractos  de  carne  líquidos 
que  se  fazem  agora  para  a  exportação.  O  valor  total  do  xarque  preparado  em 
189$  foi  de  ^^1,047,132,  e  o  do  anno  precedente  foi  de  j£l,*l6,9i^» 

IMPORTAÇÃO. 

Entre  os  paizes  que  importam  mercadorias  neste  paíz,  a  Grâ  Bretanha  occupa 
o  primeiro  lugar  e  suas  importações  são  hoje  tres  vezes  mùores  que  as  de  qual- 
quer outro  paiz. 

Não  é  assim,  portanto,  quanto  ás  exportações,  porque  a  Grã  Bretanha  occupa 
somente  o  terceiro  lugar  entre  os  paizes  que  fazem  commercio  com  o  Uruguay. 
A  França  occupa  o  primeiro  c  depois  vem  o  Brazil.  Este  toma  quasi  todo  o 
xarque  que  é  o  alimento  da  sua  população  negra,  e  a  França,  quasi  toda  a  II. 

IMIitcaAçXo  BSTEANGBIIU  NO  VRÜGVAY. 

Outros  paizes  têm  augmentado,  sem  duvida,  seu  commercio  com  b  Uruguay 
durante  os  últimos  annos,  mas  deve>se  lembrar  que  a  immigraçSo  itaÚana  e  hes- 
*  panhola,  assim  como  também  a  franceza  e  a  alleml  em  menor  grio,  (6m  trazido 
ao  padz  os  gostos  c  necessidades  destas  nadonalidades.  Casas  de  commercio  de 
ditas  nacionalidades  têm  sido  estabelecidas  e  estas  importam  em  grande  escala  os 
producto*;  que  seu?  fi!hos  exigem,  mas  geralmente  traficam  em  artigos  que  nSo 
affectam  o  commercio  britannico. 

Não  se  deve  suppôr  que  as  referidas  casas  se  limitam  a  importar  os  productos 
de  seus  respectivos  paizes,  porque  muitas  delias  agora  importam  directamente  Ja 
Grã  Bretanha  as  mercadorias  quando  não  é  possivcl  obter  em  seu  próprio  puiz 
em  condições  vantajosas,  o  artigo  que  necessitam. 

o  paojzcTAno  raaro  pb  MONTSvinfo. 

O  Governo  do  Uruguay  tem  contemplado,  ha  alguns  annos,  a  construccSo  de 
nm  porto  commerdal  em  Montevidéo.  Agora  parece  possivel  a  realização  do 
projecto,  si  se  encontrar  alguém  que  queira  acceitar  a  concessão  e  que  possa 
encontrar  os  meios  para  levar  ao  cabo  a  construcção.  Têm-se  confiado  os 
estudos  e  planos  preliminares  aos  Senhores  LuTHza  e  Companhia,  engenheiros 
constructores  da  Allemanha,  05  quae<í  os  têm  feito  com  muita  habilidade.  Sobre 
os  ditos  trabalhos  o  Sr.  M.  Guerrard.  cnernhciro  francez,  e  o  Sr.  M.  Kuvimhr, 
ent'cnhciro  allemão,  fizeram  largos  relatórios.  Estes  têm  modificado  também 
05  planos  c  o  projecto  dos  Senhores  Luther,  e  Companhia  notavelmente. 
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Oiitrot  «ngenheiros  notáveis  4e  varias  nadonalidades  além  do»  Sn*  Luther  e 
Companhia,  tim  apresentado  propostas  para  a  construcçfto  do  porco  de  Monte- 
vidéo,  mas  parece  que  a  preferencia  foi  dada  a  estes,  e  seus  planos  modificados  têm 
sido  preferidos  pela  comnússfio  nomeada  pelo  Governo  do  Uruguay,  e  o  futuro 

porto  «erá  construido  provavelmente  de  conformidade  com  o?  citados  planos. 

Os  varios  projectos  que  tém  sido  apresentados  ao  Governo  reconhecem  como 
ba.se,  .1  const rucçâo  dc  diques  e  bacias  interiores. 

Calcula-&e  que  para  levar  a  cabo  qualquer  dos  projectos  que  foram  apresenta- 
dos, se  necessitaria  um  dispendio  de  ^2,500,000  a  ^3,000,000, 

Parece  que  no  fíituro  serto  construidos  navios  de  grande  condagem,  e  por 
conseguinte  dc  muito  calado.  Montevideo,  porém,  occuparia  uma  posiçio 
muito  mais  vantajosa  que  a  de  agora,  com  a  condiçlo  de  ter  um  porto  ade- 
quado fis  necessidades  do  futuro. 

Saberse  que  os  navios  de  calado  superior  a  23  pés  correm  considerável  perigo 
de  encalhar  quando  sobem  pelo  Prata  até  Buenos  Aires,  e,  por  conseguinte,  si  o 
projectado  porto  de  Montevidéo  offerecer  um  fundeadouro  seguro  e  vantagens  de 
doca  para  navios  grandes,  o  futuro  do  porto  de  Montevidéo  será  garantido. 

Do  extenso  relatório  dos  Senhores  Guerrard  c  Kummfr  sobre  o  projecto  dos 
Senhores  Luther  e  Companhia  tenho  exirahido  o  que  é  necessário  para  fazer  uma 
curta  descnpção. 

O  porto  que  se  projecta  pode  ser  representado  do  modo  seguinte  : 

O  primeiro  dique  começa  na  parte  sueste  da  cidade  de  Montevidéo  e  vm  em 
linha  recta  na  direccfio  sueste  para  uma  distancia  de  720  metros  ;  da  extremidade 
deste,  deixando  um  espaço  de  Bto  pés  para  a  entrada  dos  navios,  sabe  outro 
dique  na  direcçto  sudoeste  o  qual  forma  com  o  outro  o  porto. 

A  area  assim  comprehendida  será  de  362.$  geiras,  e  terá  uma  profundidade  de 
23  pés  no  porto  de  fóra*  A  entrada  teri  dous  pharoes,  um  á  extremidade  de 
cada  dique,  c  o  canal  que  conduzirá  á  bacia  interior  será  dragado  até  que  tenha 
uma  profundidade  média  de  23  pés.  A  bacia  interior  será  protegida  por  outro 
dique  de  4,000  metros  de  comprimento  que  servirá  dc  abrigo  á  cidade,  aos 
trapiches  c  docas.  Da  bacia  interior  até  a  entrada  da  bacia  exterior  pelo  lado 
do  mar,  um  canal  de  1^  milhas  de  comprimento  será  dragado  constantemenie 
para  ass^rar  uma  profundidade  média  de  23  pés. 

Este  projecto,  si  se  levar  ivante  daré  a  Montevidéo  um  porto  excellente,  mas, 
como  ja  tenho  dito,  seré  uma  obra  custosa. 

Parece  que  o  porto  de  fin  serviré  somente  para  fazer  a  transferencia  de  car* 
pa  no  caso  de  navios  que  calem  demasiado  para  poder  entrar  á  bacia  interior, 
ou,  talvez,  quando  tenham  a  bordo  muito  pouca  carga  para  Montevidéo. 

Calcula-se,  que  sob  circumstancias  favoráveis,  ser3o  empregados  oito  annos, 
pelo  menos,  na  construcção  do  porro  segundo  o  projecto  dos  Senhores  Luther  e 
Companhia.  Portanto,  uma  vez  que  os  diques  principacs  estejam  concluidos,  os 
na\  ios  serão  protegidos  contra  os  grandes  mares  produzidos  pela  violencia  dos 
ventos  chamados  pamperos,  e  seguros  do  pcrieo  de  rompcr-se  contra  as  rochas 
nas  costas  de  Montevidéo.  O  plano  official  que  acompanha  a  este  relatório  dá 
uma  idêa  ciara  do  que  seré  o  porto  quando  esteja  concluido. 
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OBKAS  WVUCÁSt  ESTRADAS  OB  FEltilO. 

Uma  nova  secção  da  Estrada  dc  Ferro  de  Léste  ou  Maldonado  foi  aberta  ao 
serviço  publico  durante  o  anno  de  1895. 

Ultimamente  o  Governo  tem  tratado  de  levar  a  cabo  certM  obras  public  de 
menor  importancia  cm  alguns  dos  departamentos,  taes  como  a  canalisaçfto  do  Passo 
de  Almiron  para  facilitar  a  navegaçSo  do  Rio  Uruj^y.  Fúeeram^se  cambem 
caminhos»  pontes,  etc. 

MOEDA. 

É  digno  de  notar  que  a  Republica  do  Uruguay  nunca  adoptou  a  papel^moeda. 

BANCO  DA  NAÇXO. 

Desde  que  quebrou  o  Banco  Nacional  em  1890,  tcm-sc  discutido  muito  a 
forma(;ão  de  um  Banco  do  Estado.  A  empreza  toi  finalmente  realizada  e  agora 
acha-se  plenamente  organtsada  com  um  capital  de  5,000,000  pesos. 

A  renda  aduaneira  para  o  anno  de  1896,  foi  de  ^^2,183, 547  ;  comparada  com 
a  de  19$$,  que  foi  de  ;^2, 360,481,  nota-se  uma  diminiúc&o  de  £76,^^4^ 

IMPORTAÇÃO. 

O  total  das  importações  para  o  anno  dc  i8q6,  segundo  a  publicação  official, 
montou  a  ^i,8c;7,674,  e  em  1895  o  total  foi  de  jC^*9^^»S3h  mostra  uma 
diminuição  de  ^58,859  para  o  anno  de  1896. 

COMMEaCIO  DO  VRUCUAY. 

As  seguintes  comparaçSes  do  commerdo  exterior  do  Uruguay  podem  ser  de 
interesse  iquelics  que  negociam  com  este  púz;  segundo  os  dados  officiaes,  a 
população  da  Republica  em  1885  foi  calculada  em  583,000  almas.  O  commcr- 
cio  exterior  foi  no  valor  de  ^  1 0,750,9^^8,  dc  cuja  somma  ;¿^5, 377.7^0  corre- 
spondiam á  importações,  representando  por  cabeça  da  população  ^18-8-6  c 
^9—4-6;  respectivamente. 

Em  1895  a  população  foi  calculada  em  quasi  823, OCK)  almas  ;  o  conuncrcio 
exterior  foi  no  valor  de  ^12,157,412,  de  cuja  somma  ^^5, 23 3, 23 2  correspon- 
diam ás  importações,  representando  por  cabeça  da  população  14- 15-2  e 
;^6-7-4  respectivamente. 

Em  1885  o  commercio  exterior  da  Republica  foi  no  valor  de  10,7$ 0,958»  e 
as  rendas  aduanaras  atnng^ram  a  ;¿J2, 181,651,  representando  uma  taxa  de  quasi 
20  por  cento. 

Em  1895  o  commercio  exterior  foi  no  valor  de  ^12,157,412,  e  as  rendas 

aduaneiras  montaram  a  ^2,181,524,  reprcçcntando  uma  taxa  de  18  por  cento. 

Não  é  fora  de  lugar,  talvez,  dizer  que  a  div  ida  publica  da  Republica  cm  188  ¡5 
foi  de  ^12,803,041,  ou  quaçi  ^21-19-2  por  cabeça  da  população,  c  em  1896 
attingiu  a  ^25,212,766,  ou  ^£^30-10  por  cabeça. 

MAaCAS  DB  PABaiCA, 

Um  decreto  relativo  ao  registro  das  marcas  de  &brica  estrangeiras  fbi  recen- 
temente expedida,  cuja  substancia  é  a  seguinte: 

O  registro  de  marcas  de  fabrica  estrangeiras  feito  por  pessoas  que  náo  estejam 
suifictentemente  autorisadas  por  seus  donos,  se  declara  provisoria. 

♦ 
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O  registro  que  tenha  cumprido  com  a  disposiçio  especial  do  artigo  37  da  lei 
de  Março  de  1877,  será  considerado  definitivo. 

O  registro  provisorio  pode  se  rornar  definitivo,  «i  as  pessoas  interessadas  cum- 
prirem com  as  disposiçí^es  da  lei  do  primeiro  de  Março  tie  i^jy. 

Os  direitos  iiai|uellas  pessoas  que  tenham  sido  prejudicadas  por  um  registro 
irregular,  serão  protegidos  para  que  possam  exerccl-os  em  devida  torma. 

A  repartição  de  registro  submetteri  ao  Ministerio  do  Commercio  e  da  Agri- 
cultura cada  trimestre  para  sua  publicação,  uma  lista  das  marcas  de  fabrica  que 
tenham  sido  registradas  ou  recusadas.  Em  caso  de  duvida  sobre  si  a  marca  de 
&brica  que  se  apresenta  para  o  registro  é  de  manufactura  ou  de  commercio,  ou 
sobre  si  o  artigo  a  que  se  refere  é  de  fábrica  nacional  ou  estrangeira,  a  repartição 
de  registro  submetterá  o  caso  ao  Ministério,  e  si  este  nSo  puder  resolvet-o,  seri 
referido  á  Camara  de  Commercio. 

O  obiccto  do  dccrcro  acima  mencionado  é  impedir  que  os  imitadorc?  locae< 
líbiiscm  das  marcas  de  fabrica,  e,  que  no  caso  de  que  esses  abusos  tenham  sido 
commeuidos,  poisam  os  legítimos  donos  fazer  prevalecer  seus  direitos. 

Si  este  decreto  tòr  posio  dcvidamenre  em  vigor,  sem  duvida,  porá  fim  á  falsi- 
ficação que  hoje  se  ia/,  das  munuíaccuras  europeas,  e  por  meio  da  qual  íazem-sc 
passar  como  productos  le^timos,  artigos  de  muito  inferior  qualidade.  A  venda 
de  muitos  artigos  ingleses  bem  conhecidos,  tem  soffrido  deste  modo,  como  por 
exemplo  o  sabão  de  Pears.  Um  sabão  igual  em  apparencia  ao  de  Pears,  tendo 
sido  manufiicturado  e  vendido  em  Montevidéo,  deu  lugar  a  um  processo,  que 
foi  deddido  a  &vor  daqueUa  conhecida  hrma. 

MOVIMENTO  D£  NAVIOS. 

O  numero  de  navios  inglezes  que  entrou  e  sahiu  no  porto  de  Montevidéo 
durante  o  anno  de  1896  é  menor  do  que  o  de  189;  por  s<^  12  navios. 

O  movimento  geral  de  navios  inglezes  ver^se-ha  pelas  tabellas  seguintes 
(Annexo  P). 

A x NEXO  A.—  Tabdla  comparativa  do  commercio  exterior  do  Uruguay  desde 


iSçt 

1893 
1893 

1894 
1895 


Vslor. 


XtaporuçOes. 


^4,  047.  960 

4.  128.  574 
4. 185.045 

5.  063.  908 


Sx  porta  çOea. 


;¿r5.  744.  312 
5,  521.663 
5,  889,  653 

7.  144.  553 
6,924,179 


Total. 

792.  272 
9. 650.  237 
IO,  074, 698 
12, 208,461 
".3*5.478 
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VENEZUELA. 

CONTRACTO  PARA  ÜM  CANAL  DE  IRRIGAÇÃO. 

O  Sr.  E.  H.  Plumacher,  consul  dos  Estados  Unidos  em  Mara- 
caibo,  n'um  officio  em  ddU  cie  6  de  Julhu,  avisa  o  Ministerio  de 
Estado  de  que  o  Governo  dt^  Venezuela  ivz  um  contracto  com  a 
Irriiration  Canal  Company  dv  Maracaibo,  para  a  construcçào  de 
um  canal  do  rio  Palmar  até  a  cidade  de  Maracaibo. 

Pelos  termos  do  contracto,  o  syndicato  obriga-se  a  organisar  uma 
companhia  anonyma  com  o  seu  escriptorio  principal  na  cidade  de 
Maracaibo,  para  a  construcção  de  um  canal  añm  de  banhar  as  ter- 
ias seccas  situadas  nos  campos  do  distrícto  de  Maracaibo  e  também 
de  fomecer  agua  para  beber  em  quantidades  suficientes  para  as 
necessidades  da  cidade. 

O  Governo  Nacional  reserva  o  direito  de  fixar  os  custos  das 
aguas  de  irrigação,  c  taiiil)cni  das  aguas  tornecidas  aos  bebedouros 
e  bombas  pura  o  uso  do  gado. 

Todas  as  machinas,  materiaes,  etc.,  que  sc  exigem  na  construc- 
çâo  das  obras  do  canal,  serào  admittidos  no  paiz  livres  de  direitos 
de  importação. 

INDUSTRIA  DE  CAFÉ  E  DE  CACÁO. 

O  governo  de  Venezuela  publicou,  ha  pouco,  um  pamphleto, 
tratando  da  industria  de  café  e  cacáo  deste  paiz.  A  publicação  é 
feita  em  resposta  a  um  pedido  do  Ministro  da  Hespanhaem 
Caracas,  e  é  dada  na  forma  de  perguntas  e  respostas,  como  se 

segue  : 

CAPá. 

1.  Qual  é  a  arca  cultivada? — j^uasi  163,508  hectares. 

2.  Augmenta-se  a  industria,  oo  esti  estacionaria  ? — Vú-se  augmentando. 

3.  Está  actualmente  produzindo  fructo  toda  a  area  plantada  í-^im,  com  a 
excepçSo  do  caië  plantado  durante  os  últimos  dous  annos. 

4.  Qual  será  a  producçSo  annual? — 1,000,000  quintaes  para  exportação,  t 
200,000  para  o  consumo  domestico. 

5.  Qual  seri  a  producçSo  quando  as  novas  plantaçOes  começarem  a  produzir 
fructo? — Crescerá  em  proporç3o,  com  tanto  que  se  possam  adquirir  suâicientes 
trabalhadores,  mas  é  impossível  calcu!a]-a  mesmo  arproximadamente, 

6.  I^ual  é  a  idade  média  das  plantações  actualmente  î — j^uasi  30  annos. 
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7.  Qual  é  a  duração  média  dos  cafeeiros? — Nas  terrãs  quentes,  quasi  30 
arinos  ;  nas  terras  temperadas  quasi  60  annos. 

8.  (^ual  é  a  produc\ão  média  dc  um  cafeeiro? — libra. 

9.  Qual  é  a  maneira  dc  colher  o  cafe? — Escolher  os  grãos  maduros  ou  collier 
todos  ao  mesmo  tempo  de  cada  arvore. 

10.  Como  é  preparado  o  grio? — descripçfio  da  preparaçfto  do  caft  é  extensa 
demaU  para  set  tratada  aqui,  mas  pode-ss  fazer  referencia  a  muitas  obras  sobre  a 
cultura  do  cafê,  taes  como -por  exemplo,  a  do  Sr.  Jaune  CAaaiuo,  ou  Sr.  Fran- 
cisco Joaí  Madiux. 

1 1.  Quaes  sSo  os  districtos  perto  de  Caracas  em  que  se  cultiva  o  cafeeiro 
Os  planaltos  na  vizinhança  de  Caracas,  e  os  valles  de  Luy  e  A  ragua, 

12.  Qual  é  o  preço  médio  do  café  actualmente? — Quasi  80  bolivarcs  por 
quintal. 

13.  Quaes  são  os  outros  productos  cultivados  em  Venezuela? — índigo,  canna 
de  aábucar,  mai/.,  tructas,  cereaes,  aos  quaes  pode-se  accrcscencar  o  algodão  para 
O  consumo  domestko. 

14.  De  onde  procedem  os  trabalhadores? — Principalmente  das  povoacOes 
vizinhas  e  elles  recebem  o  salario  médio  por  dia  de  bolívares. 

1  Qual  é  seu  alimento? — O  seu  alimento  é  muito  abundante  e  adaptado  ao 
paiz,  consistindo  prinápalmente  em  carne,  pSo  de  milho,  fèi]8o  e  outros  legumes. 

16.  Qual  é  a  moeda  de  Venezuela? — O  bolivar,  igual  a  1  franco,  ou  35.25 
bolívares  por  libra  esterlina. 

CACXO. 

1.  Qual  é  a  area  de  cacio  cultivada?— Quasi  540  leguas  quadradas,  de  6,666 
varas  quadradas  cada  uma. 

2.  Augmenta-se  a  industria  ou  está  estadonaria?— -A  cultura  vai-se  esten- 
dendo muito  lentamente. 

3.  Toda  a  area  plantada  está  produzindo  fructo  actualmente? — Quasi  toda  a 
area  rulrivada  está  produzindo  fructo. 

4.  Qual  c  a  producção  média  por  anno? — 200,000  fangas  dc  1 10  libras  cada 
uma. 

5.  Qual  será  a  producção  quando  as  novas  plantações  começarem  a  produzir 
fructo?^ Visto  que  as  novas  plantações  podem  ser  augmentadas  sem  limite,  não 
se  pode  limitar  a  producçSo. 

6.  Qual  é  a  idade  média  das  planuçSes  actualmente? — É  muito  díAdl  dizer, 
porque  v8o-se  plantando  novas  arvores  constantemente,  e  em  algumas  plantagOes 
enconcrar-se  hão  novas  arvores  ao  lado  das  velhas. 

7.  Qual  é  a  duração  média  de  uma  arvore? — 40  annos. 

8.  Qual  é  a  producção  média  de  uma  arvore? — Ha  duas  qualidades  de  cacáo, 
sendo  cada  producto  inteiramente  distincto;  o  cacáo  chamado  "criollo  ou  fino," 
é  produzido  na  razão  de  10  fangas  por  1,000  arvores,  Da«  qualidades  mais 
ordinaria^,  uma  chamada  "  pompon,"  é  mai>  abundante  e  uma  outra  chamada 
"angoleta,"  dá  uma  producção  um  pouco  menor. 

9.  Como  se  fa/  a  colheita? — Faz-se  a  colheita  geralmente  por  mulheres,  que 
tèm  varas  e  uma  (àca  na  ponta  para  cortar  as  fructas,  que  sfto  levadas  em  cestas 
para  o  estabeledmento  central. 
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10.  Como  se  trata  o  fracto  Abrcm-se  t  ta  &vas  que  sfio  mettidas  n'um  tacco 
pelo  espaço  de  24  horas,  at¿  a  pelle  se  desligar»  depois  s&o  expostas  ao  sol  du- 
rante tres  oa  quatro  dias,  ou  sSo  passadas  por  machilias  de  seccar;  em  algumas 
localidades,  são  esfregadas  com  ocre  vermelho. 

1 1.  Quaes  são  os  lugares  vizinhos  que  cultivam  o  cacioí — llha  de  Trin- 
dade i  a  mais  importante. 

12.  Qual  é  o  j'Tt  .  )  médio  do  cacáo  r — O  preço  da  qualidade  ordinaria  é 
hoie  (Janeiro  de  1896;  52  bolivarcs  por  tanga  de  lio  libras,  e  do  criollo,  ou 
qualidade  hna,  176  bolívares. 

13.  Qual  é  a  opuaião  geral  relativa  á  cultura  do  cacáo  no  futuro? — Não 
obstante  terem  augmentado  ultimamente  as  existencias  de  cacáo  na  Europa, 
principalmente  das  classes  ordinarias,  nSo  se  crê  que  haverá  diminuiçSo  impor- 
tante no  preço,  porque  já  é  muito  baixo,  e  também  porque  este  é  um  artigo  que 
se  prodns  em  poucas  localidades  e  as  plantaçGes  exigem  de  oito  até  dez  annos 
para  madurar  e  fructificar. 

14.  Quaes  são  os  outros  productos  cultivados  em  Venezuela í — O  producto 
mais  importante  é  o  cafê;  além  disso,  cultivam-se  tabaco,  cereaes  e  fructas  para 

o  consumo  domestico. 

15.  De  ondo  vem  os  trabalhadores? — Quasi  todos  os  trabalhadores  são  natu- 
racs  do  paiz,  mas  alguns  empregados  nesta  industria  vem  das  Ilhas  das  Canarias. 

16.  Quaes  são  os  seus  salarios? — O  salario  varia  segundo  as  localidades;  a 
média  é  3  bolívares  por  dia  para  homens  e  \%  bolivares  por  dia  para  mulheres. 

17.  Qual  é  seu  alimento? — Consiste  principalmente  em  pSo  de  milho,  peixe, 
e  algumas  vezes  um  pouco  de  carne,  tudo  sendo  producto  do  paiz. 

As  seguintes  modificações  da  tariíii  de  Venezuela  toram  oíH- 
cialmente  promulgadas: 

Classe  i. — Livre, 

São  incluidos  nesta  classe:  Aguas  míneraes,  antigamente  na  3*  classe;  mi- 
nério de  ferro  c  ferro  velho,  próprios  para  os  fins  de  fundição,  antigamente  na 
2*  c!a55c  ;  grelos  de  batata,  antigamente  na  3*  classe  ;  moinhos  de  vento,  anti- 
gamente 2*  classe. 

Classe  a.— /o  cêntimos  por  Hlo, 
Gaz  acido  carbónico,  liquido;  tubos  angulares  para  agua;  pó  de  vidro. 

Classe  3. — 2^  íntimos  fwr  àilo. 

Algodão,  antigamente  prohibido;  asbesto;  arreios,  antigamente  a*  classe; 
assucar  mascavado,  antigamente  prohibido;  gomma  arabica,  antigamente  5* 
classe  ;  banha  pura,  são  excluidos  os  compostos  de  banha  e  a  oleomargarina, 
antigamente  incluidos  nesta  çlas«e  ;  venenos  <uMidos  para  conservar  as  pelles, 
antigamente  5*  classe. 

Classe  4. — /j  cêntimos  por  kilo. 

Assucar  branco  reñnado,  antigamente  prohibido;  oleo  betuminoso  para  lim- 
par arreios;  esteiras  de  corda  pintadas  para  mesas;  napKta;  banha  de  porco, 
misturada  com  outras  graxas  e  oleomargarina,  antigamente  3*  classe;  tiras  de 
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madeira  para  phosphoros  antigamente  prohibido |  espingarda  de  vento  para 
salas  sfto  transferidas  para  a  7*  classe. 

Classe  5. — /.^j  Bolívares  por  kilo. 

Rhum  de  todas  as  classes,  salvo  o  fabricado  de  canna  de  asíucar,  cuja  impor- 
tarão fica  prohibida;  aguardente  ou  cognac,  ou  essências  deste;  absiniho;  genebra 
c  suas  essências  at¿  22  gráos  dê  Cartier;  quando  superior  a  Cãtc  guio  os  direitos 
serSo  calculados  proporcionadamente,  antigamente  6*  classe;  pasta  de  algodfio; 
pólvora,  antígamente  6*  classe;  tabaco  prensado  e  tabaco  torcido  de  mascar, 
anttgtunente  6*  classe. 

Classe  7. — ^5  Bolix'nres  por  kilo. 

Espingardas  de  vento  dc  sala,  antigamente  4*  classe.  A  importação  de 
pKosphoros  ñca  prohibida, 

Classb  Bolívares  par  kilo. 

A  importaçSo  de  roupa  feita,  antigamente  nesta  classe,  fica  prohibida  pelo 
artigo  3  da  nova  lei.  A  lei  de  tarifa  recentemente  votada  tem  dons  novos 
artigos,  como  se-seguem  : 

Akt.  4.  O  Executivo  será  autorisado  a  prohibir  a  importaçSo  de  roupa  feita 
de  todas  as  classes  ou  peças  delia,  de  chapéos  de  todas  as  classes,  gorras,  elmos  e 
gorras  eníèitadas,  por  aquellas  alâindegas  da  Republica  em  cuja  jurisdicçlo  taes 
industrias  ou  negocios  tiverem  adquirido  a  extensão  e  desenvolvimento  necessá- 
rios para  fornecer  os  ditos  artigo';,  sem  prcjuizo  dos  consumidores. 

Art.  I  T,.  As  partes  separadas  dc  artigos  que  se  importarem  no  pai?:  para  o 
fim  dc  evitar  o  direito,  quer  n'uma  só  pacote,  quer  em  pacotes  separadas,  pagarão 
os  direitos  da  classe  a  que  pertence  o  artigo  quando  as  partes  são  juntas. 

Esta  £  a  diflferença  entre  o  artigo  4  da  lei  anterior  e  o  artigo  5  da  nova  lei  ; 
pela  primeira,  podia-se  importar  salitre  sómente  pelcM  droguistas  e  em  porções 
pequenas;  pela  segunda,  nfto  se  limita  a  quantidade,  e  pode  ser  importado  por 
qualquer  pessôa  com  a  propria  licença. 

Entre  o  artigo  11  da  lei  anterior  e  o  artigo  1 2  da  nova  lei,  ha  esta  diSêrença  ; 
pela  primeira,  o  governador  foi  autorisado  a  augmentar,  diminuir  c  supprimir 
direitos  sem  especificar  o  artigo;  pela  segunda,  fica  autorisado  a  diminuir  e  sup- 
primir  dtreito<%  <«ohrc  os  meios  de  subsistencia  sóraente  quando  as  circpmstancias 
imprevistas  o  exigirem. 

C0MMERC1Ü  MISCELLANEO. 

REPUBLICA  ARGENTINA. 

Os  actuaci  campos  dc  trigo  da  Republica  Arecntina 
AOolMtadtTilflo.  ,  ,  '  .  , 

prometccm  uma  bua  culncua,  c  vjsto  que  a  arca  cultivada 

6  maior  que  a  do  anno  passado,  a  perspectiva  6  muito  satisfactoria.  Os  agri- 
cultores daquelle  país  temem,  porém,  que  se  apresente  de  novo  a  peste  dos 
gafanhotos  que  causou  tantos  estragos  o  anno  passado,  e  estão  tomando  medidas 
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enérgicas  para  prevenil-a.    Diz-se  que  a  tosquia  ¿  superior  em  quantidade  e 

qualidade  á  do  anno  de  1896. 

FaTiiB«nto« <!•  Áspbalto em  A  cidade  de  Buenos  Aires  icm  uni  projecto  para  o  cal- 
BflMMa  AitM.  çainento  das  ruas  com  asphalte.  Para  «ste  fim,  proposta» 
serSo  sondeadas  nos  Estados  Unidos,  na  Inglaterra  e  na  França,  e  as  especifi- 
cações comprehenderSo  uma  extensfto  de  150  quadras.  Segundo  informaçOes 
recebidas  do  Sr.  Bvchanan»  ministro  dos  Estados  Unidos  em  Buenos  Aires, 
estas  especificações  e  as  condições  da  proposta  serSo  remettídas  á  legaçfio  argen- 
tina em  Washington. 

BRAZIL. 

Telephone,  oomp^  Ano-   Segundo  "U  Brésil,"  periódico  publicado  em  Rio. 
  vtù>se  estabelecer  no  Districto  Federal  do  Brazil  uma 


companhia  anonyma  com  van  capital  de  10,000  contos,  dividido  em  acçCes  de 
$0,000  reís.  Esta  companhia  tem  por  objecto  a  communicação  telephonica  de 
redas  as  capitães  de  estados  da  Republica  entre  si,  e  tem  o  titulo  de  Sociedade 
Telephonica  Norte  Sul. 

Nota.— rtn  cntito  c-  equivaU-ntr  a  |M  iM  iBoeda  4oi  Sftados  ITiildoB  c  itm  loilrei*  édo  valor  de 

vinte  centavos  approximadamenic. 

_         .  ^  -     w  «  Um  correspondente  escrevendo  sobre  o  commercio  de 

BXftnagÊO  aa  Fanitu  ,BJBa> 


ricana.  farinha  entre  os  Estados  Unidos  c  o  Brazil,  demonstra 

que  no  anno  íiscal,  findo  em  30  dc  Junho  dc  1896,  Baitiniurc  kv.  o  47  por 
cento  de  exportação  total,  £xplica-se  parcialmente  esta  preponderancia  no 
commerao  de  ^rinha  pelo  facto  de  que  os  commerciantes  de  Baltimore, 
devido  a  sua  grande  experiencia  n'aquella  industria,  sabem  adaptar  seus  produ- 
ctos aos  pedidos  especiaes  do  mercado  brazileiro.  Antes  Baltimore  íkzia  a 
maior  parte  da  importação  de  café;  mas  nestes  últimos  annos  aquella  preponde- 
rancia tem  passado  a  portos  situados  mais  ao  norte.  Os  navios  carregados  de 
caft  que  ch^am  a  Nova  York  procedentes  do  Brazil,  desejando  carga  de  regresso, 
fazem  agora  a  viapem  triangular  dc  Nova  Yoric  a  Baltimore  para  tomar  caibas 
de  farinha  com  destino  aos  mercados  da  America  do  Sul. 

A  colheita  de  café  para  o  anno  dc  1806-0-  c  muito 
extraordinaria.  Attingc  a  9,000,000  de  saceos,  e  os 
commerciantes  têm  temido  a  baixa  natural  dos  preços  em  consequência  de  um 
excesso  de  producçto.  Communica-se  oficialmente,  em  um  extracto  de  uma 
revista  do  mercado  remettido  ao  Ministerio  de  Estado,  por  Mr.  Paul  Wiesikb, 
consul  dos  Estados  Unidos  em  Managua,  que,  emquanto  a  quantidade  de  caS 
deste  anno  foi  connderada  como  a  producçSo  média,  não  é  tão  excessiva  como 
a  do  anno  passado.    Calcula-se  em  7,500,000  saceos  a  colhdta  de  1897-98. 

EgUADOR. 

O  Governo  do  Equador  impoz  recentemente  uma  taxa 
^^tò^MVro°M^OirtiSM  addicional  de  20  por  cento  sobre  os  direitos  de  importa- 
deXuiuMuçàs.  çg^^  P^g^        apólice*  pagáveis  ao  portador, 

ultimamente  emittidas  com  aquelle  objecto.  Estas  apólices  são  de  um  valor 
de  500,  250,  e  100  sucres  respectivamente,  dando  um  juro  annual  de  10  por 
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cento.  As  ditas  apólices  serão  vendidas  com  um  desconto  de  5  por  cento  em 
sommas  menores  de  çoo  sucres,  e  de  10  por  cento  em  quantidades  maiores. 

Em  caso  de  que  o  pagamento  da  taxa  addicional  nflo  se  hiç%  com  estas  apóli- 
ces, impor-se-ha  uma  taxa  addicional  de  5  por  cento. 

HONDURAS  BRITANNICA. 

Propcfai  piTH  a  lünmí-  -'^  commissão  do  districto  da  cidade  dc  Hcli/c  (Hon- 
naçao  Eiecinca.  duras  oritannica)  tem  decidido  estabelecer  a  lu/.  e!et  trica 
para  o  servido  da  illiiminaçâo  publica,  c  para  este  fim  solicitam-^^e  propostas  dc 
todo&  os  concorrentes.  O  systenia  de  luz  eléctrica  que  se  adoptou  é  o  que  se 
conhece  com  o  nome  do  systema  dos  tres  arames  ou  arame  neutral,  e  compre- 
hende  caldeiras,  machinas,  dynamos,  accumuladores,  tubos  de  cobre,  tubos 
flexíveis  de  chumbo,  postes  de  ferro,  conmutadores,  carvOes,  lampadas  incandes- 
centes e  lampadas  de  arco.  As  propostas  serflo  recebidas  por  Mr.  A.  R.  Sim- 
icfNs,  M.  I.  E.,  íâvor  dc  F.  Orro,  Esq.»  Tower  Chambers,  Moorgate  street, 
London,  S.  C,  antes  do  dia  20  de  Outubro  de  1897.  N  '  especificações 
remettidas  ao  Ministerio  de  Estado  por  Mr  Morlan,  consaldos  Estados  Unidos 
em  Be]Í7e,  ^e  declara  (]ue  a  coTnrní««ño  não  está  obrigada  a  acceitar  nenhuma 
das  propostas  nem  a  dc  ciíras  mais  baixas. 

MEXICO. 

A  "  Revue  du  Commerce  Extérieur," de  ai  de  Agosto» 

Fabrica  de  Calçado».  .  .  o  » 

dá  noticia  de  que  se  vai  em  breve  organisar  um  syndicato 

para  0  estabelecimento  no  Mexico  de  uma  grande  fabrica  de  calçados.    O  capital 

destinado  a  esta  empresa  será  de  dous  milhões  de  dollars.  O  svïidicato  <;e 
propnc  exportar  calçados  cm  grande  escala  para  os  mercados  europeos  e  ameri- 
canos. Estes  calçados,  vendidos  por  preços  muito  haixoî  na  mocda  mexicana, 
aprwveitar-se-lião  das  Huctuações  do  cambio  no  estrangeiro. 

„  N*um  decreto  do  Governo,  recentemente  promulgado. 

Dimito  de  TonaUcem.  r         e  « 

têm  se  declarados  isentos  de  direitos  de  tonelagem  todos 

os  navios  americanos  c  de  outras  nacionaTidades  que  entrem  nos  portos  mexica^ 

nos  com  cargas  de  carvão  exclusivamente.  Os  embarques  de  carvão  americano 
para  o  Nlexico  em  Junho  de  1H96,  montaram  a  16,480  toneladas,  e  em  Junho 
de  iSgj  a  32,6^1  toneladas,  um  augmento  dc  cerca  de  100  por  cento. 

NICARAGUA. 

mucaáo  para  Maddma  4a    ^"^  resposta  a  varias  perguntas  sobre  o  assumpto,  o 
Bacrarar.  consul  dos  Escados  Unidos  em  San  Juan  dei  Norte, 

'1  HGWAs  O'Hara,  avisa  o  Ministerio  de  Estado  das  possibilidades  e  opportuni- 
dades  para  agencias  de  machinas  de  escrever  em  Nicaragua.  O  Sr.  O'Hara 
communica  a  interessante  noticia  de  que  em  San  Juan  dei  Norte  não  ha  mais 
que  uma  machina  de  escrever,  e  accrescenca  que  em  Bluefields  nlo  ha  mms  que 
dnco.  Istó  occorre  apezar  de  que  os  direitos  sobre  estes  arti^s  estSo  reduzi< 
dos  ao  mínimo  da  tarifa,  vinte  centavos,  ou  pouco  mais  de  oito  centavos  por 
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libra.  Estes  direitos  se  reduzem  á  qiûntft  parte  tí.  se  prove  que  a  machina  está 
em  uso  na  actualidade.  As  machinas  de  escrever  se  vendem  em  Nicaragua  pelo 
preço  de  cem  dollars  em  ouro,  dos  quaes  recebe  o  agente  um  vinte  e  cinco  por 
cento. 

Em  vista  deste  relatório  do  Consul  O'Hara,  a  respeito  das  opportunîdades 
para  a  venda  de  machinas  de  escrever  cm  Nicaragua»  seria  provavelmente  van- 
tajoso para  os  fabricantes  americanos  investigar  os  mercados  de  outras  cidades 
importantes,  taes  cumo  Mans^ua,  Leon  e  Grenada,  a  respeito  d'aquelJe  artigo. 

O  Sa.  H.  R.  SALTEa,  thesoureiro  da  reparticSo  de 
administraçSo  de  contribuições  do  Departamento  de 
Zalaya,  remetcea  a  esta  secretaria  uma  lista  das  exportaçQes  do  porto  de  Blue- 
fields  no  anno  fiscal  findo  em  de  Junho  de  1897.  Deste  relatório  parece 
que  as  bananas  constituem  o  principal  artigo  de  exportaçfto  daquelle  porto,  e 
que  foram  exportados  1,395,086  racimos.  A  borracha  toma  segundo  lugar  com 
uma  exportação  de  163,703  libra";;  ouro,  10,342^  onças,  e  219,672  cocos. 
IPiwA PrtfiJs JLt r»i.j.       ^  WiKsiiíE,  consul  dos  Estados  Unidos  em 

Managua,  n'iiina  cartíi  dirigida  ao  Ministerio  dc  Estado 
em  data  de  10  de  Setembro,  dá  informação  do  desenvolvimento  rápido  de  uma 
nova  estrada  de  ferro  entre  o  interior  de  Nicaragua  e  a  costa  do  Atlântico.  As 
cartas  submetttdas  ao  Minbterio  de  &tado  comprehendem  communicaçõesdo  Sr. 
WiEsiKE,  chamando  a  attençSo  do  Presidente  Zelaya  e  General  Miguel  Espi- 
noza, presidente  do  Congresso  Nacional,  para  o  assumpto,  assim  como  as  suas 
respostas  que' favorecem  o  dito  projecto  e  nas  quaes  elles  promettem  seu  apoio 
para  leval-o  a  cabo.  A  construcçfto  desta  linha  será  confiada  de  preferencia  a 
americanos  e  as  estipulaçOcs  de  um  contracto  concluido  antigamente  com  os 
Srs.  Barling  e  Davis,  dos  Estados  Unidos,  serão  observadas  tanto  quanto  for 
possível.  Uma  das  condições  rccommendadas  pelo  Sr.  Wirsikr  é  que  todo  o 
material  necessário  aos  trabalhos  será  admittido  no  paiz  livre  de  direitos,  e  que 
esta  isenção  será  applicavel  lainbcm  ás  provisões  de  coda  a  classe,  excepto  os 
licores  e  o  tabaco.  Quando  esta  linha  estiver  acabada  o  tempo  de  coniniunica- 
ção  com  os  Estados  Unidos  seri  reduzido  de  quinze  a  seis  dias,  e  por  causa  da 
linha  de  vapores  na  costa  do  atlântico  que,  segundo  se  diz,  faz  parte  daempreza, 
esta  via-ferrea  ser!  d'uma  vantagem  incalculável  para  as  cidades  ,de  Rama  e 
Bluefields.  ' 

Momo  ffrrtmii  «d  llii.     ^  *****  AgOStO,0  Soihor  Thomab  O'HaRa, 

>*r»-  remetteu  ao  Ministerio  de  Estado  uma  copia  de  um 

decreto  official  expedido  peto  Presidente  Zelaya,  auctorisando  o  estabeleci- 
mento em  Managua,  de  um  Museu  Nacional  para  a  exposição  dos  productos 
do  pai/,.  O  Sr.  David  Guzman  foi  nomeado  para  oreanisar  e  dirigir  os  traba- 
lhos da  instituição,  c  íoi  auctorisado  a  estabelecer  regulamentos  para  sua  admi- 
nistração. 

PERU. 


Segundo  informações  recebidas  por  esta  Secretaria, fess- 
Mina»  de  onro.  dcscobrimcnto  rcccntc  de  minas  de  ouro  na  parte 

oriental  do  Peru  mais  ricas  que  nenhuma  das  até  agora  descobertas  naquelle  púz. 


672  BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 

já  noiavel  por  sua  riqueza  em  metaeã  preciosos.  Os  Departamentos  de  Cuzco 
e  Puno  em  qae  as  minas  estão  situadas,  sio  de  fácil  accesso  por  Y:a«ferrea  desde 
o  porto  de  Moliendo  no  Pacifico,  já  estando  em  operação  uma  linha  ferrea  entre 
este  ponto  e  o  Departamento  de  Puno.  Actualmente  faz-se  a  viagem  de  Puno 
a  Cuzco  á  costa  de  muta,  mas  se  projecta  a  construcçio  de  urna  linha  que  com- 
pletari  em  breve  a  communicação  por  via-férrta. 

URUGUAY. 

Oomnwrdo dt  Boloffimt  rtn  fabricantes  de  relógios  dos  Errados  Unidos  ?ão  so- 

Alglbetra •  d* Pared*.  licitados  pclu  Consul  Edgar  Schramm  cm  um  relatório 
dirigido  ao  Ministerio  de  Fstado,  cm  data  do  prluiciro  de  Agosto,  a  }a7,cr  maiores 
esforços  para  receber  o  commercio  do  Uruguay.  Até  o  presente  a  Allcmunha 
tem  monopolizado  praticamente  o  commercio  de  relógios  de  algibeira,  os  quaes 
se  vendem  sempre  no  Uruguay  como  artigos  completos,  isto  é,  que  nSo  se  ven- 
dem separadamente  as  caixas  e  machinas  como  mercadorias  de  diflfèrente  classe. 
Os  relógios  de  parede,  porém,  têm  recebido  maior  attençflo,  e  um  relatório 
comparativo  dos  annos  1895  e  1896  mostra  um  augmento  notável  nas  impor- 
tações de  relo^os  de  parede  procedentes  dos  Estados  Unidos.  Em  1895  o 
Uruguay  importou  relógios  no  valor  de  $8,982,  de  que  a  quantia  de  j|2,834,  ou 
qua^^i  um  terço,  correspondiam  aos  Estados  Unidos,  emquanto  que  em  1896 
o  commercio  de  relógios  de  parede  do  Uruguay  em  geral  montou  a  $1  ^^,60-^,  de 
cuja  quantidade  $7,006,  ou  qua&i  a  metade,  correspondiam  aos  Estados  Unidos. 

VENEZUELA. 

irovmS«nd«d*F«m  ^  direcçSo  da  companhia  denominada  Core  and 

La  Fe/a  Raiirwid  and  improvement  Company,  foi  cons- 
truída entre  o  porto  de  !a  Vela  e  a  povoação  interior  de  Coro,  uma  nova 
estrada  de  ferro  que  sc  inaugurará  em  breve.  No  contracto  para  a  con-^truccâo 
desta  obra,  ao  qual  se  te/  rcíerencia  no  Boletim  do  me/,  de  Dc/enibro  de  1894, 
se  estipulava  que  a  dita  linha  havia  de  hear  aberto  ao  servido  publico  o  20  de 
Outubro  de  1^97.  A  cooperação  cnthusiastica  dos  (.apitali&us  dos  Estados 
Unidos  e  Venezuela  interessados  na  empreza,  fez  possivel  a  terminação  da  obra 
no  tempo  estipulado  ;  e  já  se  pode  ver  o  bom  resultado  desta  empreza  no  facto 
de  que  esti  sendo  objecto  de  seria  consideração  uma  proposição  para  a  extensSo 
da  linha  até  Maracúbo.  Todo  o  material  necessário  para  a  construcçSo  de  uma 
linha  de  tal  importancia  e  magnitude  j&  está  em  poder  dos  iniciadores,  de  modo 
que  os  trabalhos  de  construcçAo  começario  logo  que  se  façam  cerus  formalidades 
indispensáveis. 
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LES  RELATIONS  COMMERCIALES  EN  AMÉ- 
RIQUE, IV* 

LE  MEXIQUE,  L'AMÉRIQUE  CENTRALE  ET  LES  ANTILLES. 

Dans  le  premier  article  de  cette  série,  on  appelait  l'attention  sur 
le  développement  qu'avaient  déjà  atteint  les  relations  commerciales 
des  États-Unis  avec  les  pays  Latins-Américains  qui  sont  d'un 

accès  comparativement  facile,  par  terre  ou  par  mer,  à  toutes  les 
parries  des  lùuts-l'nis.  Le  Mexique,  l'Amérique  Centrale  et  les 
Antilles,  ainsi  qu'on  Ta  dcinontré,  gravitent  irrOsistiblement  vers 
leurs  puissants  voisins  du  Nord,  non-seulement  parce  qu'il  est  un 
acheteur  profitable  de  leurs  produits,  mais  parce  qu'ils  y  trouvent 
une  source  économique  d'approvisionnements  de  tout  genre. 
Même  jusqu'au  Honduras  Anglais,  la  colonie  d'une  grande  puis- 
sance européenne,  qui  trouve  plus  de  profits  dans  son  commerce 
avec  ce  pays-ci  qu'avec  la  mère-patrie.  Sa  dépendance  du  marché 
Nord  Américain  est  presque  absolue.  Les  États-Unis  lui  vendent 
déjà  à  pe\i  près  deux  fois  plus  que  la  Grande  Bretagne  et  que  tous 
les  autres  pa)  s  réunis.  J  usqu'à  présent,  le  marché  anglais  continue 
à  absorber  la  majeure  partie  de  ses  produits,  mais  avec  le  développe- 
ment du  commerce  de  fruits  périssables,  qui  trouve  un  débouché  à  la 

*  Le  premier  article  de  cette  série  a  paru  dans  le  Bulletin  Mensuel  du  mois  de  juillet 

1897. 
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Nouvelle-Orlcans,  at  t  rat  de  choses  changera  aussi,  probablement, 
en  sens  inverse.  Aujourd'hui,  le  bois  de  canipt  c  he  et  l'ac  ajou 
torment  le  gros  de  l'exportation  de  la  colonie;  mais  le  prix  infé- 
rieur qu'ils  obtiennent  et  l'augmentation  de  celui  de  la  maîn 
d'œuvre,  indiquent  une  baisse  inévitable  dans  les  achats  de  ces 
deux  principaux  articles  par  l'Angleterre.  Les  bananes  et  la 
chicle,  espèce  de  gomme  à  chiquer,  sont  expédiées  exclusivement 
aux  États-Unis;  et,  quoique  la  quantité  de  cette  dernière  puisse 
être  épuisée  en  quelques  années,  il  y  a  des  probabilités  pour  qu'il 
y  ait  une  augmentation  ferme  et  régulière  des  deux  exportations 
principales  aux  lùats-Unis,  à  une  époque  prochaine. 

Il  est  intéressant  d'observer  que  l'accroissement  du  commerce 
avec  ce  pays-ci,  est  attribué  par  M.  M  orlan.  Consul  des  États- 
Unis  à  Belize,*  aux  áicilités  et  aux  améliorations  apportées  dans 
les  voies  de  transport,  un  fait  qui  vient  à  l'appui  de  ce  qui  a  été 
plusieurs  ibis  recommandé  dans  ces  articles,  qu'un  des  principaux 
facteurs  pour  le  développement  commercial,  consistait  à  créer  un 
meilleur  moyen,  rapide  et  sur,  d'expédier  le  fi'et  par  mer  et  par 
terre.  Cette  augmentation,  dit  M.  Morlan,  a  été  considérablement 
aidée  par  l'addition  d'un  grand  nombre  de  vapeurs  qui  mettent  la 
colonie  en  communications  directe  avec  les  Etats-Unis,  et  qui 
forment  aujourd'hui,  une  ligne  hebdomadaire  pour  la  Nouvelle- 
Orléans,  et  une  autre  bi-mcnsuelle  pour  Mobile.  Celle  de  la  com- 
pagnie "Atlas"  qui  fait,  maintenant,  une  escale  régulière  à  ce 
port,  et  celle  de  Tweedy,"  nous  donnent  deux  lignes  pour  New- 
York.  La  ligne  de  la  Nouvelle-Orléans  est  la  seule  qui  ñotte 
le  pavillon  Américain,  mais  on  peut  dire  que  les  ai&ires  et  la 
direction  de  l'autre  ligne  sont  américaines.  Il  n'y  a  aucun  doute 
que  l'accroissement  du  commerce  des  États-Unis  avec  cette  partie 
du  pays,  est  dû  presque  entièrement  aux  nombreux  moyens  de 
communication  rapide,  et  je  pense  que  c'est  un  très  grand  argu- 
ment en  iav(  ur  de  la  subvention  qui  devrait  être  accordée  aux 
compagnies  de  vapeurs  américaines  pour  desservir  les  pays  qui 
manquent  de  lignes  directes  de  communication." 

C'est  parce  que  les  Etats-Unis  jouissent  à  présent  d'un  admirable 
système  de  chemins  de  fer  et  d'un  service  de  vapeurs  avec  le  Me- 
xique, que  les  relations  commerciales  entre  les  deux  pays  ont  aug- 

*\'uvcz  sua  rapport  annuel  du  2O  novembre  1896,  dans  les  Relations  Contmerciaics 
des  États-Unis.  Vol.  I,  p.  437. 
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méritées  régulière  ment  malgré  de  \on^^s,  pn'jugrs  1 1  des  obstarles 
causés  par  les  lois  sur  les  tarifs,  les  diftërences  de  langage  et  de  race. 
Pour  la  première  fois,  les  avantages  géographiques  sont  utilisés 
avantageusement.  Il  y  a  2,500  milles  par  chemin  de  fer.  tic  l;i  \  ille 
de  Mexico  à  Sl  Louis,  et  la  même  distance  jusqu'à  San  Francisco. 
Les  distances  jusqu'à  Chicago»  Indianapolis,  Louisville,  Detroit, 
Cincinnati,  Cleveland,  Bufiàlo,  Pittsburg,  Philadelphia,  New-York 
et  autres  centres  importants,  neprésentent  un  transport  de  fret  réduit 
à  un  prix  minimum  dû  à  une  concurrence  serrée  de  près.  Le  port 
de  V'era  Cruz  n'tit  éloigné  de  New  Wnk.  par  nu r,  que  de  2,oC>8 
milles:  celui  de  Tampico,  de  1,956  milles  sculcnicnr.  Des  lit^ncs 
de  vapeurs  bien  cnniénagés,  desservent  ces  routes  réfj^iilirrtmcnt. 
D'autres  fournissent  des  moyens  fréquents  de  communication  avec 
Galveston,  la  Nouvelle-Orléans,  Mobile  et  d'autres  endroits  de  la 
côte  du  golfe.  Il  y  a  [)resque  6,000  milles  de  Vera  Cruz  et  Tam- 
pico à  Barcelone^  en  Espagne,  et  Ton  passe  vingt  quatre  jours  avant 
d*arriver  à  Liverpool  par  une  route  détournée.  Il  est  donc  évi- 
dent que  les  voies  naturelles  du  commerce  sont  celles  qui  existent 
entre  le  Mexique  et  les  États-Unis,  et  selon  qu'elles  seront  dévelop- 
pées et  améliorées,  les  résultats  pour  les  deux  pays  augmenteront 
en  proportion. 

J  )es  statistiques  récentes  fournies  par  M.  Thomas  T.  C'rit- 
TENUEN,  Consul  Général  des  Etats-Unis  à  Mexico,*  démontrent 
qu'avec  comparativement  peu  d'efforts,  les  États-Unis  ibumissent, 
déjà,  environ  la  moitié  des  importations  et  reçoivent  les  trois 
quarts  des  exportations  du  Mexique.  Avec  des  moyens  âciles 
de  transport  régulièrement  développés,  il  n'y  a  pas  de  doute, 
en  examinant  rapidement  les  produits  des  deux  pays,  que  cet 
échange  peut  être  augmenté  considérablement.  Un  fabricant 
éminent  de  Cincinnati,  M.  Charles  Davis,  Président  de  la 
"Davis  and  l^gan  }.lachine  Tool  Company,"  prouva  ce  fait 
énergiquement  dans  un  discours  prononcé  à  Mexi<  o  ju'il  visitait 
en  sa  qualité  de  Président  d'une  Commission  de  1  Association 
Nationale  des  Fabricants.  "Le  Mexique,"  disait-il,  "est  riche 
en  produits  que  nos  marchands  désirent  acheter;  et  nos  ateliers 
ainsi  que  nos  manufactures,  sont  prêts  à  lui  ibumir  mille 
articles  qu'il  peut  employer  au  développement  de  ses  mer- 

*  Voyez  Relations  Commcrciulcs  des  ÉUits-Unis  1S95-96.  Vol.  I,  p.  404. 
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veilleuses  ressources.  *  *  ♦  *  i  États-Unis  achètent 
à  IV'tninger,  des  quantités  considérables  de  certaines  denrées  qui, 
dans  la  nature  des  choses,  ne  peuvent  pas  être  cultivées  dans  notre 
propre  pays.  Beaucoup  d*entre  elles  sont  des  produits  naturels  du 
r  Mexique,  tels  que  le  caoutchouc,  les  difierentes  gommes  du  com- 
merce, les  herbes  médicinales,  les  bois  rares  et  ceux  de  teinture. 
En  outre,  nous  achetons  d'énormes  quantités  de  café,  de  tabac,  de 
plantes  textiles,  de  fruits  et  de  noix  de  toute  espèce  et  qualité  que 
le  Mexique  produit  facilement. 

Les  chiffres  suivants,  tirés  des  rapports  officiels  des  douanes, 
pour  l'année  1895,  démontrent  l'étendue  de  nos  importations  des 
articles  sus-mentionnés  et  l'intériorité  du  tantième  pour  cent  de 
ceux  achetés  par  le  Mexique  : 


Articles. 

DBMcsiqB& 

18.300.000 

13,  300,000 

8,  200,  000 
95,  000,  000 

1 4,  yno,  000 
13,  3UO,  000 
16,  300,  000 

55.000 

594,000 

88.  000 
6, 000,  000 

ij,  ex» 
4,  300, 000 
117,  000 

Cafó  

178.  100. 000 

■ 

II,  167,000 

Le  tableau  qui  précède  fait  voir  que  nous  n'achetons  du  Me- 
xique que  six  pour  cent  des  articles  énumércs.  Voilà  donc  une 
preuve  évidente  de  l'opportunité  d'étendre  la  vente  des  produits 

mexicains  aux  États-Unis;  et  il  n'y  a  aucun  doute  que  les  denrées 
de  cette  nature  pourraii  nt  augmenter  cent  fois  plus  sans  affecter 
en  rien  l'étendue  de  vos  ressources. 

"Quant  à  cr  cjuc  les  États-Unis  peuvent  offrir  au  Mexique,'* 
continua  M.  D.wis, "ils  achètent  actuellement, soixante-cinq  pour 
cent  de  ce  que  le  Mexique  fournit  à  l'exportation.  Que  lui  envoy- 
ons nous  en  échange  de  nos  acquisitions?  Trente<inq  pour  cent 
de  notre  dette  est  payé  avec  les  produits  de  nos  ateliers  et  de 
nos  manu&ctures.  La  balance  est  soldée  en  argent.  Cela  n'est 
'  pas  parce  qu'il  n'a  pas  besoin  de  machines  et  d'articles  manu£ic- 
turés  de  différentes  classes.    C'est  du  simplement  à  ce  que  le 
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Mexique  prend  des  pays  européens  la  grande  majorité  de  ses 
importations.  Il  est  évident  que  cet  échange  inégal  cause  beau- 
coup  d'inconvénients  et  une  perte  inutile  au  commerce.  L'éco- 
nomie suggère,  naturellement,  une  réduction  dans  le  transport 
d'argent  et  de  matériel.  SI  les  négociants  mexicains  ont  à  leur 
crédit  aux  États-Unis,  comme  ils  Pont  d'ailleurs,  une  balance 
annuelle  d'environ  $17,000,000,  pourquoi  renvoyer  cet  argent 
chez  eux  et  de  là,  TexpOdier  en  Europe,  en  paiement  de  marchan- 
dises qui  pourraient  tout  aussi  bien  être  achetées  aux  Etats-Unis*? 
Je  pose  cette  question,  mais  je  comprends  partaitt  nu  nt  les  raisons 
de  cet  état  de  choses.  C'est  parce  que,  vous,  Mexicains, permettez 
moi  de  le  dire,  connaissez  à  peine  l'étendue  et  le  mérite  de  nos 
produits.  Quand,  et  partout  où  les  machines  américaines  ont  été 
mises  en  concurrence  avec  celles  fabriquées  en  Europe,  le  verdict 
a  été  en  notre  faveur.  Nous  vendons,  aujourd'hui,  aux  mineurs  de 
l'Afirique  équatonale,  une  grande  partie  des  machines  employées 
au  développement  de  cette  région." 

Le  but  principal  du  Bureau  des  Républiques  Américaines, 
de  TAssociation  nationale  des  manufacturiers,  des  Musées  du 
Commerce  de  i^niladelphie,  du  Cercle  espagnol  de  St.  Louis, 
de  l'Association  des  Exportateurs  de  New- York  et  d'autres 
agences  organisées  aux  États-Unis,  est  de  porter  à  la  connaissance 
des  négociants  et  des  fabricants  de  chaque  pays  les  occasions 
avantageuses  d'un  échange  réciproque;  et  il  n'existe  pas  de 
coopération  plus  effective  pour  contribuer  à  cette  grande  œuvre, 
que  le  développement  rapide  des  facilités  de  transport  Le 
chemin  de  fer  non-seulement  emporte  les  marchandises,  mais  il 
répand  partout  les  informations  commerciales.  Il  enst  igne  autant 
qu'il  enrichit;  non-seulement  il  rapproche  les  marc  hés  mais  les 
peuples  aussi.  Il  en  est  de  ménie,  à  un  degré  plus  ou  moins 
grand,  pour  la  navigation  à  vapeur.  Le  Mexique  possède  déjà 
plus  de  7,000  milles  de  voies  ferrées  qui  ont  été  toutes  con- 
struites depuis  trente  ans.  Ses  progrès  ont  été  merveilleux  et 
ils  continueront  plus  rapidement  au  fur  et  à  mesure  que  les  profits 
seront  recueillis.  On  peut  aujourd'hui,  se  rendre  directement  à 
la  ville  de  Mexico  par  une  des  trois  voies  ferrées  de  New-York 
et  traverser  tout  le  pays;  à  peine  y  aura-t-il  demain,  un  seul  coin 
de  la  République  où  le  sifflet  de  la  locomotive  ne  se  fera  pas 
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entendre.  Profiter  entièrement  de  ces  facilités  afin  que  les  rela- 
tions commerciales  entre  les  deux  pays  soient  liées  plus  étroite- 
ment, est  un  devoir  si  évident,  qu'il  suffit  simplement  de  le 
mentionner  aux  commerçants  des  deux  Republiques.  La  grande 
vallée  du  Mississippi,  particulièrement,  devrait  y  trouver  sa  clef 
d'or  pour  son  trafic.  Les  possibilités  d'un  continent  appellent 
et  encüur:i<;cnt  sa  population  á  développer  un  commerce  trop 
longlem[)s  if^norr  ou  négligé. 

Si  les  entreprises  de  moyens  de  transport  sont  supplémentées 
par  un  sage  système  de  réciprocité,  il  n'y  aura  aucune  limite  au 
développement  d'un  commerce  mutuellement  profitable  sous 
l'influence  de  rapports  plus  étroits  et  d'une  connaissance  réciproque 
plus  intime.  Les  tarifs  des  deux  pays  frappent  de  droits  les  pro- 
duits de  chacun  d'eux,  ce  qui  donne  une  base  pour  des  concessions 
avantageuses.  A  mon  avis,  les  États-Unis  peuvent  très  bien  se 
permettre  d'exempter  ou  de  modifier  les  taxes  sur  les  p(  aux,  les 
tabacs,  les  minerais  et  les  fruits  du  Mexique,  et  recevoir  (  n  éc  lumge 
une  réduction  des  iiTipôts  mexicains  sur  les  articles  manufacturés 
que  cette  République  ne  produit  pas;  et  il  n'est  guère  douteux 
que  deux  gouvernements  aussi  amis  et  aussi  désireux  d'augmen- 
ter réciproquement  leurs  commerces,  n'arrivent  promptement  à 
être  d'accord  sur  un  plan  quelconque  pour  atteindre  ce  but,  et 
qui  obtiendra  le  suffrage  unanime  de  leurs  populations.  Le 
Président  du  Mexique,  homme  capable  et  imbu  des  idées  de 
progrès,  le  Général  Porfirio  Diaz,  a  fircquemment  donné  des 
témoignages  de  ses  sentiments  d'amitié  pour  les  Etats-Unis,  et  l'on 
le  croit  très  disposé  en  iaveur  d'une  forme  efFectivr  de  réciprocité. 
L'administration  du  Président  McKinlf.y,  euninie  on  peut  le 
supposer,  est  également  intéressée  à  faire  disparaitre  les  obstacles  au 
développement  du  commerce,  car  on  annonce  que  le  Président 
fera  bientôt  une  proclamation  accordant  les  mêmes  exemptions 
de  droits  difierentiels  sur  les  marchandises  apportées  aux  États- 
Unis  par  des  navires  mexicains,  que  celles  accordées  par  le  Me- 
xique aux  marchandises  introduites  dans  les  ports  mexicains  par 
des  navires  des  États-Unis.  Comme  ce  dernier  pays  a  déjà  abrogé 
ses  droits  différentiels  sur  les  marchandises  importées  par  des  voi- 
liers, et  ne  les  impose  pas  sur  celles  qui  arrivent  par  des  vapeurs, 
l'acte  du  Président  McKinley  écartera  promptement,  il  n'y  a  pas  de 
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doute,  ce  qui  semble  être  un  obstacle  menaçant  pour  le  commerce. 
Si  le  même  esprit  conciliateur  pouvait  sVtendre  à  un  nijustement 
complet  de  toutes  les  questions  de  tarif  qui  existent  entre  eux 
il  n'y  aurait  aucune  difficulté  sérieuse  pour  arriver  à  un  arrange- 
ment permanent  d'échanges  plus  étendus,  et  à  des  conditions 
également  justes,  honorables,  libérales  et  éminemment  satis&isantes 
pour  tous. 

En  substance,  les  mrmcs  considerations  s'appliquent  aux  États 
de  l'Amcrique  Centrale.  Non-seulement  leur  comnieree  avec  les 
Îtats^Unis  au^meriTtnt  constamment  avec  le  développement  des 
moyens  de  transport,  mais  les  exemples  récents  démontrent  de  leur 
part,  une  plus  haute  appréciation  des  grands  avantages  qui  résultent 
pour  eux,  d'être  en  relations  plus  étroites  avec  la  République  du 
Nord.  On  annonce  que  le  Honduras  vient  d'accorder  une  conces> 
sion  à  un  syndicat  de  capitalistes  des  États-Unis,  pour  construire 
un  chemin  de  fer  interocéanique  à  travers  le  pays,  et  établir  une 
ligne  de  vapeurs  pour  desservir  la  côte  de  l'Atlantique  de  rAméri- 
que  Centrale.  Le  Président  du  Nicaragua,  M.  Zllava,  cl  après  le 
rapport  de  M.  Pauf.  Wiesike,  Consul  des  Etats-Unisà  Managua, 
est  prêt  à  bien  accueillir  les  capitaux  des  Etats-Unis,  pour  con- 
struire une  voie  terrée  de  Tintérieur  du  Nicaragua  jusqu'à  la 
cote  de  l'Atlantique,  et  à  accorder  les  conditions  les  plus  Àvora- 
bles.  Les  dispositions  amicales  de  Costa-Rica  envers  les  États- 
Unis  et  l'esprit  progressif  de  cette  République  sont  bien  connus. 
Dans  ces  dernières  années,  les  États-Unis  ont  dépassé  la  Grande 
Bretagne  dans  son  commerce  avec  Costa-Rica  qui,  aussi  récem- 
ment que  1894,  prenait  un  plus  grand  tantième  pour  cent  de  ses 
importations  des  fabricants  anglais  que  de  ceux  des  autres  pays. 
La  vérité,  est  que  partout  dans  l'Amérique  Centrale,  l'énergie, 
l  industrie  et  le  capital  des  Etats-Unis  sont  constaninient  en  avant 
de  tous  les  concurrents.  Le  jour  est  arrivé  pour  le  développe- 
ment du  commerce  si  longtemps  attendu,  et  pour  que  des  eâforts 
constants  et  vigoureux  soient  iaits,  añn  d'écarter  tout  ce  qui  entrave 
son  chemin.  Ce  n'est  plus  une  hypothèse  mais  un  hit  incontesta- 
ble que  les  États-Unis,  aujourd'hui,  sont  à  l'aurore  d'un  immense 
accroissement;  il  ne  dépend  que  d'eux  de  le  développer. 

Aux  Antilles,  à  l'exception  de  Cuba,  les  conditions  sont  encore 
plusavantageuses.   Les  colonies  anglaises  envoient  aux  États-Unis 
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pour  j')lus  (le  $ii,cx>o,ooo  df  k'urs  produits  etachcrent  pourenvi- 
ron  $10,000,000  d'articles  alimentaires  et  d'objets  fabriqués.  Un 
grand  nombre  d'entre  elles  dépendent  pratiquement  des  États- 
Unis  pour  les  nécessités  ordinaires  de  la  vie.  La  réciprocité 
assurerait  la  vente  de  beaucoup  d'articles  de  nos  manu&ctures 
qu'elles  sont  obligées  maintenant  de  se  procurer  en  Europe.  Le 
transport  bon  marché  augmenterait  plus  encore  le  volume  du  corn* 
mcrce.  Pendant  ces  deux  dernières  années,  le  capital  des  États» 
Unis  a  été  placé  engrande  (pianrité  à  Santo  Domingo, et  l'exten- 
sion de  ses  opérations  jusqu'à  la  République  voisine  d'Haïti,  n'est 
probablement  (|u'im{>  (piestion  de  temps.  C'est  aux  forces  écono- 
miques seules,  qu'on  doit  demander  une  solution  des  troubles  de 
Cuba,  pour  remettre  cette  île  iertiie  en  relations  étroites  avec 
notre  pays.  L'épuisement  doit,  ultérieurement,  j^mencr  l'une  ou 
l'autre  des  parties  engagées  dans  la  lutte  actuelle,  à  composition, 
lors  même  que  les  États-Unis,  ce  qui  n'est  pas  probable,  ne  réus- 
siraient pas  dans  leurs  efibrts  à  effectuer  un  arrangement  dans 
l'intérêt  de  l'humanité  et  des  principes  que  tout  vrai  américain 
bien  pensant  a  toujours  eus  à  cœur.  Un  pas  vers  la  réciprocité  a 
dtjà  été  tait  même  dans  les  conditions  actuelles.  Maigre  le  man- 
que d'inclination  fréquemment  nunitré  par  le  Gouvernement 
Espagnol  de  faire  des  concessions  aux  États-Unis,  les  dépèches 
par  le  câble  annoncent  qu'un  nouveau  tarif  douanier  a  été  élaboré 
pour  Cuba,  réduisant  les  droits  sur  presque  toutes  les  marchandises 
importées  de  ce  pays-si. 

Les  £tats>Unis  par  leur  proximité  du  Mexique,  de  l'Améri- 
que Centrale  et  des  Antilles,  suggèrent  naturellement,  ce  champ 
vaste  pour  le  théâtre  d'un  grand  mouvement  industriel  et  commer- 
cial. J'ai  essayé  de  montrer  que  les  résultats  obtenus  jusqu'à 
présent,  n'étaient  dûs  qu'à  des  efforts  partiels  et  spasmodiques, 
indiquant  ce  que  seraient  les  conséquences  illimitées,  si  le  Gou- 
vernement et  les  intérêts  commerciaux  des  Etats-Unis  coopéraient 
intelligemment  et  utilisaient  dans  toute  leur  capacité  les  avantages 
naturels.  Les  clauses  de  la  loi  du  nouveau  tariii  fournissent  à 
l'administration  du  Président  McKiklev,  les  moyens  de  Étire  dispa- 
raître les  obstacles,  et  de  donner  une  carrière  libre  au  commerce  qui 
seront  sans  doute,  sagement  employés.  Les  manufacturiers  et  les 
exportateurs  des  États-Unis,  en  tant  que  les  pays  mentionnés  ici, 
sont  intéressés,  n'ont  qu'à  augumenter  et  à  bien  diriger  leurs  efforts. 
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lis  occupent  déjà  la  place  en  partie,  et  peuvent  tacilement  avancer 
leurs  postes  et  faire  de  cette  région  la  base  de  leurs  opérations  pour 
étendre  leur  influence  sur  tout  le  domaine  du  commerce  latin- 
américain.  Pour  réussir,  il  ne  leur  &ut  qu'infuser  dans  Pentre* 
prise  la  même  libéralité,  la  même  énergie  et  la  même  force 
d'impulsion  qui  ont  construit  les  grandes  lignes  de  transport  avec 
leurs  embranchements  qui  s'étendent  jus(|uc  dans  tous  les  coins  de 
l'Union,  et  rtiulier  les  besoins  de  leurs  pratiques  sud-américaines, 
aussi  soigneusement  qu'ils  étudient  ceux  de  leurs  pratiques  chez  eux. 


LA  SITUATION  FINANCIÈRE  AU  BRESIL— I. 

Les  États-Unis  du  Brésil  occupent  parmi  les  Républiques  du 
monde,  quant  à  l'étendue  du  territoire,  la  seconde  place,  et  quant 
à  la  population,  la  troisième.  En  effet,  avant  l'acquisition  d'Alaska 
qui  a  ajouté  931,000  milles  carrés  aux  2,970,000  milles  carrés  qui 

composaient  en  1868  la  superñcie  des  Etats-Unis,  la  superficie  du 
Brésil,  avec  ses  3,209,878  milles  carrés,  dépassait  de  239.878 
milles  carrés  celle  des  États-Unis.  La  supí-rficie  du  Bn-sil  dé- 
passe de  229,910  milles  carrés  les  superficies  européennes  des  six 
grandes  puissances  de  l'Europe — Russie,  Allemagne,  Autriche- 
Hongrie,  France,  Grande  Bretagne  et  Italie.  \vec  une  popula^ 
tion  estimée  à  75,000,000  d'âmes^  les  États-Unis  occupent  le 
premier  rang,  la  France,  avec  38,517,975*  occupe  le  second,  et  le 
Brésil,  avec  16,500,000,  le  troisième. 

Avec  une  côte  de  4,000  milles  sur  l'Atlantique,  et  touchant  à 
toutes  les  Républiques  de  l'Amérique  du  Sud,  excepté  le  Chili, 
et  complétant  sa  Iront icre  du  nord  aux  limires  des  Guyanes 
anglaises,  hollandaises  et  françaises;  desservis  par  un  système  ñu- 
vial  de  Ç'O.OOO  milles  d'eaux  navipihles  dont  l'Amazone  et  le 
Plata  sont  les  principales  embouchures;  avec  des  climats  variés, 
des  plaines  et  des  plateaux  favorables  à  la  culture  de  tous  les  pro- 
duits du  sol;  remplis  des  minéraux  de  toutes  espèces;  couverts 
de  forêts  immenses  de  bois  excellents;  produisant  déjà  les  sept 
dixièmes  du  cafe  du  monde  et  les  quatre  cinquièmes  du  caou* 
tchouc  les  États-Unis  du  Brésil  dans  leur  condition  non-dé velop- 
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pee  n'attendent,  pour  rópéter  au  sud  de  notre  continent  le  progrès 
magique  des  États-Unis  de  l'Amérique  du  nord,  que  le  capital  et 
l'immigration. 

Recevant  à  Tarrivée  de  la  cour  portugabe  en  1808  les  avantages 
de  devenir  le  centre  du  gouvernement  du  royaume;  érigés  en  1815 
à  la  dignité  d*un  Royaume-Uni  avec  le  Portugal;  devenus  indé» 

pi-ntiants  depuis  1822  et  constitués  en  Rcpublic^ue  I  cdcrale  depuis 
1889;  avec  l'expérience  d'un  gouvernement  constitutionnel  pendant 

les  troisK^uarts  d'un  siècle,  dont  soixante-sept  ans  tl  ipn  s  les  institu- 
tions anglaises,  avec  une  couronne,  un  parlement  et  une  administra- 
tion centralisée  et  depuis  les  huit  dernières  années  gouvernés  d'après 
celles  des  Etats-Unis  sous  un  système  présidentiel;  dévoués  par  leur 
tempérament  à  la  culture  des  arts  et  des  sciences,  avec  une  littéra- 
ture à  eux  qui  date  de  la  période  coloniale  et  qui  comptent  parmi 
leurs  écrivains — ^poetes,  romanciers,  historiens,  philosophes,  natu- 
ralistes, publicistes,  et  parmi  leurs  artistes — sculpteurs,  peintres, 
acteurs,  compositeurs  et  musiciens,  les  États-Unis  du  Brésil  ont 
hi(  n  \<'  droit  de  se  considérer  à  la  tctc  de  la  civilisation  latine  de 
notre  continent. 

Un  tel  pays,  traversant  à  ce  moment  une  situation  financière 
pleine  d'intérêt,  attire  l'attention  de  tous  ceux  qui  s'intéressent  à 
l'étude  de  la  sociologie,  et  notre  intention  est  de  présenter  en 
résumé,  aux  lecteurs,  quelques  données  pour  la  connaissance  de 
l'actuelle  condition  financière,  ses  difficultés  et  ses  remèdes  possibles. 

I. 

DETTE  PUBLIQUE. 

M.  Bernardino  de  Campos,  Ministre  de  Finance,  dans  son 

rapport  annuel  au  Président  de  la  République,  à  l'ouverture  de  la 
session  du  Congrès  de  et  tte  année  a  présenté  les  donncts  suivantes 
relatives  à  la  dette  publique  de  la  Republique  du  Brésil. 

A  la  fin  de  i89<^),  la  dette  extéritnirc  consolidée  du  Brésil  s'éle- 
vait à  ;¿35,26 1,700,  au  lieu  de  ^'35,706,700  à  la  fin  de  1895. 
11  a  été  amorti  l'an  dernier  ^445,000  par  le  moyen  de  rachats  sur 
le  marché,  qui  ont  exigé  une  dépense  de  19.538,  représentant 
environ  71  pour  cent  de  la  valeur  nominale  des  bons.  Le  gou- 
vernement brésilien  a  d'autant  plus  de  raisons  de  poursuivre  active- 
ment l'amortissement  de  sa  dette  extérieure  que  ses  titres  sont 
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(Irj^n  cit'^s,  et  qu'il  réalise  en  les  rachetant  aux  cours  actuels  un 
bénéfice  considérable. 

La  dette  extérieure  s'établit  ainsi  : 


Emprunt  1883  4)^  pour  cent   538, 400 

Emprunt  1SS8  4^  pour  cent   5,  534.  300 

Emprunt  1889  4  potir  rent  ♦ .. . .  iS,  756,  000 

Emprunt  1S95  5  pour  cent   7, 442, 000 


Total   3Sf  s6i,  700 


II  est  nécessaire  d'ajouter  à  cette  somme  l'emprunt  5  pour  cent 
du  chemin  de  fer  Ouest  de  Minas  dont  le  gouvernement  est  respon- 
sable et  qui  s'élève  au  montant  nominal  de  ^^31536,300.  Avec 
cette  addition  la  dette  extérieure  s'élève  au  total  de  ;£^38,798,ooo, 
soit,  au  change  de  27  pence  par  mUréis^  344,872  contos  en  or. 

La  dette  intérieure  consolidée  se  décompose  en  dette  en  or  et 


dette  en  papier. 

La  dette  intérieure  en  or  s'établit  ainsi  : 

Contos. 

6  pour  cent,  emprunt  de  l'î^S   1 1,  782 

4^'^  pour  cent,  emprunt  de  1879   24,679 

4}i  ponr  cent,  emprunt  de  1889   18, 350 

Apólices  4  pour  cent  (rente  perpétuelle),  payable  en  or   134, 655 


Total   ...  179,466 

La  dette  intérieure  en  papier,  s'établit  ainsi  : 

Contoi. 

Apnlires  4  pour  cent  (rente  ¡icrpótuellc)   Ilg 

Apólices  5  pour  cent  (rente  perpétuelle)  3ÍÍ4,  769 

Emprunt  5  pour  cent  de  1895   104. 987 


Total  contos  469,  S76 


En  réduisant  cette  dette-papier  en  or  au  change  de  9  pence  par 
milrris,  le  résultat  donne  1 5*6, ç8ç  contos  en  or,  soit,  avec  la  dette 
intérieure  en  or,  33^)  0^1  contos  en  or. 

Mettant  ensemble  les  deux  dettes  consolidées,  intérieure  et 


extérieure,  on  a: 

Coutoft. 

Dette  extérieu  re  ulò^  .79^.  000)  344, 87s 

Dette  intérieure  336>05i 


Total  en  or,  contos   ...  680, 923 


Soit  /76,000,00o. 
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A  ces  dettes  consolidées  s'ajoute  une  dette  ñottante  ainsi 


décomposée: 

Conto*. 

Dettes  antérieures  A  1847  non  inscrites   136 

Bons  du  Tr¿rsor    5, 278 

Fomls  lii  s  urfîhclins   14,412 

Dépôts  appartenant  à  des  absents,  etc   3,  Ò76 

Dëpftts  à  la  Caisse  d'Epargne   66,  «46 

D6p6ts  au  Mont«de-Pi6ié   570 

Dépôts  publics.   6,  565 

Dépôts  divers   177, 532 

Total   374. 4IS 


Soit,  au  change  de  9  pence  par  milréisç^joo  contos  en  or,  cor- 
respondant à  ¿  1 0,000,000. 

En  ajoutant  aux  dettes  consolidées  extérieure  et  intérieure,  la 
dette  flottante,  le  total  de  la  cirttc  publitjue  du  Brésil  s'élève  à 
772,423  contos  en  t)r,  ou  /"86,ooo,ooo. 

Ceci  pour  la  dette  publicjue  proprement  dite,  mais  il  taut  encore 
tenir  compte  de  la  circulation  fiduciaire,  toute  à  la  charge  de 
l'État. 

A  la  ñn  de  1896,  il  y  avait  en  circulation  en  papier-monnaie 
du  gouvernement  371,641  contos  qui,  joints  à  l'émission  de 
banque  (340,714  contos)  dont  TÉtat  a  assumé  la  responsabilité, 
représentent  une  circulation  totale  de  7 1 2,355  contos,  correspon- 
dant, au  change  de  9  pence  par  milréis,  à  2374  ço  contos  en  or» 

ou  ;¿26/)00,000. 

Cette  circulation  fiduciaire  élevé  la  dette  à  la  somme  de 
1,009,87^  contos  en  or,  soit  £\  12.660,000  ou  $^47. 927,600. 

Avec  une  population  de  16,500,000,  la  dette  par  tete  s'élève  à 
$33.18. 

A  cette  dette  passive,  de  la  République  du  Brésil  il  faut 
opposer  un  actif  dont  les  éléments  ne  sont  pas  tous  faciles  à 
évaluer  pratiquement. 

Le  rapport  du  Ministre  de  Finance  en  énumère  les  suivants: 

Contos, 

Chemins  de  fer  de  l'Union  dont  l'alTeniiage  est  en  projet  et  évalués  dans  le 


rapport  fin  î'^i)'^)  à  plus  de                                                                       ...  500,000 

Créance  sur  la  République  de  l'Uruguay  '. ...  22,279 

Créance  sur  la  République  du  Paraguay   138 

Créance  sur  les  États  de  Bahia  et  Pernambuco  pour  garanties  d'intérêts 

payés  à  leurs  chemins  de  fer  /^i,i^7i,568,  SOit   23.  7S2 

Créance  sur  la  Hantjiie  de  la  République   iSo,  000 

Dépôts  de  gafaïuie  de»  Banques  d'émission    100,  000 


Contos  en  papier  8a6, 199 
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Ces  quelques  données  représentent  déjà  826,199  contos  en 
papier*  soit  275,399  co''^'^  quart  de  la  dette  pu- 

blique du  pays.  Dautres  valeurs  du  domaine  public,  telles  que 
terres,  édifices  publics  et  télt-graphes  qui  appartiennent  au  gou* 
vcmment,  de  même  que  d'autres  jjropriétés  fédérales,  n'y  sont  pas 
comprises. 


RÉPUBLIQUE  ARGENTINE. 

[a*  «supplément  au  fasiculc  s^  l 

I.— DÉCRET  DU  30  AVRIL  1896  MODIFIANT  L'ARTICLE  z6  DE 
LA  LOI  DOUANIÈRE  EN  VIGUEUR. 

Q0eiat  du  5  «•!  iS^S.  Vo.  835.] 

Art.  i*"'. — A  l'occasion  du  visa  des  manifestes  généraux  des  navires,  les  con- 
suls argenciiis  n'exigeront  pas  la  désignation  da  poidâ  et  du  volume  de  chat^uc 
colis,  mais  ils  imposeront  au  chargeur  robligation  d'indiquer,  dans  cliaque  série 
de  connaissements,  le  poids  ou  le  volume  de  chaque  colis  d'après  le  fret  quails 
acquittent  s'il  s'a^t  de  colis  "  Finances,"  et  dans  les  autres  cas  le  ooids  et  le 
volume  globalement. 

Art.  2. — Les  douanes  de  la  République  ne  pourront  délivrer  aucune  mar- 
chandise si  les  connaissements  qui  accompagnent  la  déclaration  en  douane  ne 
sont  pas  rédigés  conformément  à  la  loi  et  aux  prescriptions  qui  font  l'objet  du 
présent  décret. 

«  «  *  «t  *  «  41 

IL      DÉCRET  DU  ai  MAI  1896  RECTIFIANT  UNE  ERREUR 
RELEVÉE  DANS  LE  TARIF  D'ÉVALUATION  EN  VIGUEUR. 

{BoUtin  oficial  du  30  mai  1896,  855.) 

En  vertu  du  présent  décret,  le  dédouanement  des  "  Sacs  à  main/*  dénommés 
sous  les  n°*  1547  à  1551  du  tarif  d'évaluation  en  vigueur,  se  ftn  en  prenant 
pour  base  la  douzaine  au  lieu  du  kilogramme. 

IIL  —  DÉCRET  DU  30  JUILLET  1896  FIXANT  LA  TARE  APPLI- 
CABLE À  L'IMPORTATION  DU  CAFÉ  DE  CHICORÉE. 

{Baietin  oficial  du  i**  août  1896,  n*  905.) 

En  vertu  de  présent  décret,  une  tare  de  est  accordée  au  café  de  chicorée 
importé  en  vrac  dans  des  caisãcâ. 


Digiii^LO  by  oOOgle 


686 


BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


COLOMBIE 

'  [4"  supplément  au  fascfcnle  90,  moi  1S97.] 

I.— DÉCISION  MINISTÉRIELLE,  EN  DA I  K  DU  6  FÉVRIER  1897, 
RECTIFIANT  UNE  OMISSION  RELEVÉE  DANS  LE  TEXTE  DE 
LA  LOI       160  DU  28  DÉCEMBRE  1896. 

iLrtario  oñcial  du  9  février  iSy7.  n*  10357.] 

Par  suite  d'une  omission  relevée  dans  le  texte  de  la  loi  n"  160  du  28  décemhre 
1896,  publiée  dans  le  Diario  oJiciaV*  du  12  janvier  1897,  n"  10233  ('),  ladite 
loi  doit  être  complétée  comme  snir  : 

Le  paragraphe  unique  à  l'arncic  ^  ;uira  la  teneur  suivante: 
"  Paragraphe. — Les  dispositions  de  la  présente  loi  ne  modifient  pas  l'ordon- 
nance du  ministère  des  finances,  en  date  du  6  juillet  1895,  relative  au  ré^me 
applicable,  d'après  le  tarif,  à  Timportation  des  articles  destinés  à  l'entreprise 
d'électricité  á  laquelle  cette  ordonnance  se  rapporte,  lesdits  articles  éunt  en 
outre  exemptés  de  la  surtaxe  établie  en  vertu  de  la  présente  loi." 

tl.— CIRCULAIRE  DU  MINISTÈRE  DES  FINANCES  DU  ^^  FÉVRIER 
1897,  N«  27829,  RELATIVE  À  L'APPLICATION  DE  LA  LOI  N*  160 
DU  28  DÉCEMBRE  1896. 

\Diarie9j^ai^  37  février  1897,  n*  10073.] 

L'augmeniauun  et  la  diminution  des  droits  d'importation  visées  par  les  arti- 
cles 1,  2,  3,  et  4  de  la  loi  n"  160  de  1896'  commenceront  à  être  appliquées  le 
19  avril  1897,  conformément  aux  articles  205  de  la  Consrîtution  et  61,  62,  64 
et  65  de  la  toi  n*  149  de  1888. 

L'augmentation  dont  il  s'agit  sera  calculée  sur  les  droits  établis  par  la  loi  n^ 
56  de  1886*  sans  tenir  compte  des  modifications  qu'elle  a  subies,  et  la  somme 
ainsi  obtenue  sera  ajoutée  aux  droits  tels  qu'ils  doivent  être  perçus  actuellement 
d*après  ladite  loi  n*^  36  avec  les  modifications  qui  y  ont  été  apportées  pos- 
térieurement et  en  observant  les  stipulations  de  l'article  4  de  la  loi  n**  160 
susmentionnée. 

A  ce  total  devra  ctre  ajoutée  la  surtaxe  de  25  pour  cent  établie  en  vertu  de 
l'ariiclc  i'-'  de  la  loi  n">  88  de  1886  et  de  l'article  i*'  dela  loi  n»  185  de  1896. 

DÉCOUVERTE  DE  DÉPÔTS  DE  HOUILLE. 

Mr.  C.  I'.  Z.  Caracristi  fait  un  rapport  tic  la  découverte  de 
certain  dépôts  de  houille  dans  le  voisinage  de  Cartagena;  en  par- 
lant de  ces  gisements,  il  dit  : 

Le»  terrains  houillers  sont  situés  dans  le  département  de  Bolivar,  République 
de  Colombie,  auprès  de  la  rivière  Sinu,  dans  ceont  qui  sont  connus  comme  les  savan- 

'  Vfnr  3*  «upplétnent  au  faieicule  90. 
*  Voir  Tarif,  fascicule  90. 
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ncs,  ¿'loigncs  de  8  à  12  milles  de  la  lîaic  de  Cispata  sur  la  côte  de  la  mer.  Les 
distances  approximatives  des  villes  voisines  sont  comme  il  ^uil  :  Cartagéna,  48 
milles;  Barranquilla,  120  milles;  Santa  Marta,  168  milles;  Colon,  240  milles; 
Port  Limon,  410  milles;  Jamaïque,  480  milles;  New  York,  1,840  milles. 

M.  Carac  RisTi  riionce  que  les  terrains  lioiiillcrs  comprennent 
une  étendue  de  215,000  arpents,  et  il  estime  qu'ils  contiennent 
300,000,000  tonnes  de  houille.  Le  territoire  entier  est  tenu  de 
leur  droit  sous  un  titre  ou  une  concession  espagnole  par  les  Indi- 
ens San  Andres^  une  tribu  native  indépendante  qui  ne  consiste 
pas  de  plus  de  1 1,000  personnes.  Ces  Indiens  sont  paisibles  et 
assidus,  leur  occupation  principale  étant  d'élever  du  bétail,  de 
75,000  à  100,000  tètes  étant  exportées  annuellement  par  eux. 
M.  Caracristi  tient  des  Indiens,  au  nom  de  la  compagnie  qu'il 
representa,  un  bail  des  terres  houillères  indiquées,  pour  un  terme 
de  quarante-huit  années. 

Le  Consul  Smythe,  en  sVxprimant  à  ce  sujet,  dit: 

La  houille  elle-même,  dont  un  échantillon  a  été  mis  dans  ce 
Bureau,  paraît  être  de  bonne  qualité.  La  puissance  des  ñlons  est 
d'  1  pied  jusqu'à  10  pieds  net  La  formation  de  couche  est  un 
grès  de  schistes  argileux,  d'argile  schisteuse  et  d'ardoise  décompo- 
sée, en  couches  d'  1  pouce  jusqu'à  1  pied  de  puissance. 

M.  Caracristi  dit  que  les  frais  pour  l'extraction  de  la  houille 
seront  comme  il  suit,  par  la  tonne  :  Exploitation,  40  cents  ;  manie- 
ment, 20  cents;  transportation  à  la  mer,  60  cents;  total,  $1.20. 

On  trouve  aussi  de  la  houille  sur  la  côte  au-dessous  de  la  Baie 
de  Ci^pata.  Celle-ci  est  de  bonne  ([ualité,  anthracite  et  jayet  ou 
charbon  bitumineux.  Comme  ce  dernier  dépôt  est  à  une  distance 
considérable  des  ports  principaux  de  la  Colombie,  on  ne  juge  pas 
utile  de  l'exploiter  à  présent 


CHILL 
NOUVEAU  MINISTÈRE. 

Le  Ministère  du  Président  Ërrazuriz,  tel  qu'il  est  actuellement 
formé,  se  compose  comme  suit: 

Ministre  de  l'Intérieur,  M.  Valdé«  Cvbvas. 

Ministre  de  la  Guerre  et  de  la  Marine,  M.  Palacios  Zajals. 

Ministre  des  Finances,  M.  Elîas  FeaNANDEz  Albano. 
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Miniiirc  dc  la  Jusikc  et  de  l'Instruction  Fublic^uc,  M.  Domingo  Amunatbcui 

RlVBRA. 

Ministre  de  l'Industrie  et  des  Travaux  Publics,  M.  Domingo  Toro  HnasaA. 
Ministre  des  Relations  Extérieures»  M.  Silva  Cavz, 

On  dit,  ti'aprrs  tirs  intorniations  authentiques,  que  hi  majorité 
du  nouveau  Ministrre  s'est  prononcre  en  faveur  de  rach«"venient 
rapide  de  la  seetitin  chilienne  du  chemin  de  fer  Transandin. 
Cette  importante  mesure  sera  soumise  immédiatement  à  la  con* 
sideration  du  Congrès  Chilien. 


COSTA  RICA. 

INDUSTRIE  £T  COMMERCE  EN  1896. 

Les  ñiits  suivants  relatif  à  l'industrie  et  au  commerce  de  Costa 

Rica  pour  Tannée  1896,  sont  extraits  d'un  rapport  récent  soumis 
au  British  Foreign  Office: 

CATÉ. 

I.c  prix  du  c:\f6,  la  denrée  principale,  qui  en  conséquence  exerce  une  grande 
influence  >nr  le  comnicrce  général  du  pnys,  a  été  bien  maintenu.  La  récolte 
quoiqu'elle  n'ait  pas  été  yrandc,  a  ct;alé  la  moyenne  dcs  dernières  années  et  a 
été  un  peu  plus  grande  que  celle  dc  18^3. 

■ois. 

Il  y  a  eu  une  grande  augmentation  dans  les  expéditions  de  bois  (cèdre  et 

fustet),  une  impulsion  spéciale  ayant  été  donnée  i  cette  branche  de  l'industrie 
par  les  prix  élevés  payés  pour  le  cèdre  dans  les  marchés  étrangers. 

BAMANBB. 

Il  n'y  a  pas  eu  de  nou\  caux  développements  dans  le  commerce  des  bananes, 
le  nombre  de  grappes  cxporrées  ayant  été  prcsqu*  égal  à  celui  de  189;.  La 
tentative  de  la  compagnie  dc  bananes  Matinas  d'exporter  leurs  fruits  n'a  pas 
réussi,  chaque  expédition  envoyée,  sauf  une  ou  deux  exceptions,  ayant  souft'ert 
une  perce  considérable,  de  sorte  qu'au  mois  d'août  dernier,  elle  a  abandonné 
l'entreprise.  La  Tropical  Trading  and  Transport  Company,  limited,  achète 
et  exporte  toute  la  récolte,  ayant  obtenu  le  commerce  de  M.  MiNoa  C.  Keith, 
de  même  que  plusieurs  plantations  de  bananes  et  de  vastes  étendues  de  terrains. 
Le  frui:  orté  au  côté  du  chemin  de  fer  où  la  compagnie  le  reçoit,  et  pen- 
dant l'année  passée  elle  a  payé  aux  cultivateurs  2$  cents,  or  américain,  pour 
chaque  grappe  de  première  qualité  et  12%  cents  pour  celles  de  seconde. 

COMMERCE  d'importation. 

Par  des  conversations  que  j'ai  eues  avec  les  membres  principaux  des  grandes 
maisons  à  propos  du  commerce  d'importation,  j'apprends  que  bien  que  cette 
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année  n'ait  pas  été  aussi  bonne  que  celle  de  l895,dlc  a  été  après  tout  satisfaisante. 
Cependant  tous  s'accordent  i  dire  que  le  commerce  de  la  première  moitié  de 

l'année  a  surpassé  grandement  celui  de  !a  féconde  moitié. 

l'ciu'.aiu  les  six  mois  derniers,  le?  ventes  ont  etc  íaitcs  avec  plus  de  difficulté. 
Ici  concurrence  a  été  plus  vive,  les  prix  plus  bas,  et  en  conséquence  la  marge  des 
proñts  a  été  plus  petite. 

DOUANES, 

Au  mois  de  mars  dernier  un  règlement  spécial  a  été  publié  relatif  à  l'entrée 
des  échantillons  des  commis  voy^eurs.  A  leur  arrivée  une  inspection  minutieuse 
de^  érhanrü'on?  c=t  {Hifc  par  les  officiers  de  douane  et  le  conrenu  noté  exacte- 
ment. Le  propriétaire:,  en  déposant  la  valeur  des  droits,  peut  alors  emporter  se? 
échantillons.  Si  les  échantillons  sont  retournés  à  la  douane  pour  réexportation 
dans  60  jours  et  qu'  on  les  trouve  d'accord  avec  la  note  prise,  tant  en  quantité, 
qu'en  qualité,  le  montant  des  droits  de  douanes  déposé  est  rendu.  S'ils  ne  sont 
pas  retournés  dans  les  60  jours,  ou  s'il  manque  des  objets,  ou  qu'il  se  trouve  des 
changements  en  qualité,  la  somme  déposée  est  confisquée. 

Une  modification  a  aussi  été  arrêtée  cette  année  dans  les  règlements  relatifs 
à  la  durée  de  temps  pendant  laquelle  les  marchandises  peuvent  rester  en  entre- 
pôt, la  limite  ayant  été  réduite  d'un  an  à  quautre  mois.  Les  marchandises  qui 
ne  sont  pas  retirées  des  magasins  de  la  douane  pendant  ce  temps  seront  vendues 
aux  enchères.  Une  notice  de  la  vente,  donnant  les  marques  et  les  nombres  des 
colis  avec  une  description  du  contenu,  devra  être  publiée  dans  la  Gazette  Offi- 
cielle 15  jours  avant  la  date  fi.véc  pour  la  vente. 

Lc>  effets  du  décret  du  1er  juin  ii*95,  qui  exempte  de  d.roirs  roui  le  matériel 
fixe  t)u  roulant  pour  la  construction  de  tramways  vu  d,e  (  hemiii.  de  ter  à  voie 
étroite  sur  les  plantaiionb  des  eûtes  de  l'.Atlantique,  oni  été  prolongés  jusqu'au 
21  octobre  1898, 

NAVIGATION. 

J*ai  très  peu  à  dire  sur  ce  sujet. 

Il  y  a  eu  une  augmentation  de  près  de  38,000  tonnes  dans  le  tonnage  des 
vaisseaux  s'arrétant  â  Limon.  Le  service  hebdomadaire  de  la  Banana  Com- 
pany a  été  abandonné  quand  la  compagnie  renonça  à  l'exportation  des  fruits. 

De  l'autre  côté,'  les  bateaux  à  vapeur  de  la  Compagnie  Italienne  "La  Véloce," 
de  Gènes,  apportant  des  cargaisons  des  ports  de  l'Espagne  et  de  l'Italie,  s'arrêtent 
une  fois  par  mois  à  Limon,  avec  un  bateau  extraordinaire  tous  les  deux  mots. 

Sauf  ces  deux  exceptions,  le  service  des  bateaux  à  vapeur  reste  le  même  que 
dans  mon  dernier  rapport. 

î.e  tonnage  des  bateaux  ri  vapeur  qui  touchent  à  Puntarenas  ne  niusure  aucune 
augincnuitioti,  mais  le  toi.n.u'c  de>  bateau  \  1  \  o[\cs  était  presque  le  double  de  celui 
de  1895,  Ce  tait  Cat  expliqué  par  la  condition  d'animation  du  commerce  des 
bois  de  charpente,  la  plupart  des  bateaux  â  voiles  arrivant  en  leste  pour  charger 
le  bois. 

Il  n'y  a  pas  eu  de  changements  dans  le  service  des  bateaux  â  vapeurs  de  ce  port, 
la  seule  ligne  dont  les  bateaux  touchent  régulièrement  étant  celte  de  la  Poste  du 
Pacifique. 

BaU.  No.  4  12 
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GAGES. 

I  es  caires  payés  à  présent  <ont  les  suivante: 

Charpentiers  et  maçons,  de  2  dollar?  ç;c  cents  à  5  dollars  par  jour  (de  4  schel~ 
lings  6  d.  .19  schcllings  par  jour),  sui\  .uu  kur  capacité. 

Les  terrassiers  ordinaires  et  les  laboureurs  re^oiveni  i  dollar  50  cents  par 
jour  (2  sdiellings,  6  d.). 

CHEMIN  DB  n%  DU  PACinQUB. 

L'arp«ntage  préliminaire  autorisé  par  le  Congrès,  mentionné  dans  mon  dernier 
rapport,  a  été  effectué  par  une  commission  sous  la  direction  de  M.  Albert 
Gonzalez,  chef  du  Départment  des  Routes  au  Ministère  des  Travaux  Publics. 

Un  plan  montrant  la  route  recommandée  par  la  commission  accompagne  le 
rapport. 

Dans  sa  note  au  Congrès  soumettant  i  sa  considération  et  à  ses  suggestions  le 
rapport  de  la  commission,  le  ministre  a  recommandé  fortement  Tadoption  de 

la  route  proposée. 

II  constate  que  l'Kxécutif,  en  vue  des  intérêts  importants  à  Puntarenas  a 
enjoint  la  commission  de  diriger  leurs  arpentages  datif,  le  but  de  terminer,  >'il 
est  possible,  la  ligne  à  ce  port;  mais  après  une  étude  minutieuse  de  la  cjueîtion, 
ils  se  sont  convaincus  que  Tivives,  un  point  situé  mi-chemin  entre  Pital,  le  port 
recommandé  par  la  commission  spéciale  (à  laquelle  j'ai  fait  référence  dans  mon 
dernier  rapport),  et  Puntarenas,  possède  sous  tous  les  points  de  vue  les  plus 
grands  avantages. 

En  résumant  tous  les  arguments  en  faveur  de  cet  endroit  il  conclut: 
Ainsi  il  parait  qu'en  faisant  de  Tivives  le  terminus  de  la  ligne  sur  le  Pacifique, 
la  construction  coûtera  1 ,000,000  de  dollars  de  moins  que  si  elle  se  terminait  à 
Puntarenas,  z, 000,000  de  dollars  de  moins  que  si  elle  se  terminait  â  Caldera  et  ' 
600,000  de  dollars  de  moins  que  si  elle  se  terminait  à  Pital.  Ceci  se  rapporte  au 
coût  de  construction,  mais  ;i  propos  de?  autre;  condition?,  telles  que  la  longueur 
de  la  ligne,  les  montées  faciles,  les  tacilités  de  construction  et  le  maintien  d'une 
voie  permanente,  il  n'y  a  aucune  autre  route  qui  puisse  se  comparer  à  celle 
menant  à  Tivives. 

Tivives  n'est  pas  un  port  naturel,  mais  d'après  un  rapport  on  pourrait  en 
faire  un  bon  port  avec  une  dépense  de  1,500,000  dollars,  égaux  i  environ  1 30,000 
livres  sterling. 

Le  Congrès  a  approuvé  le  rapport  et  les  suggestions  de  la  Commission,  et  a 
décrété  que  la  construction  de  la  ligne  devra  être  pouHnivie,  et  que  la  route 
proposée  par  la  Commission,  se  terminant  au  port  de  Tivives  dans  le  goUè  de 
Ntcoya,  devra  être  adoptée. 

Le  décret,  en  plus,  accorde  à  l'Exécutif  le  pouvoir  de  faire  les  contrats  qu'il 
jugera  néce«<airc5  pour  la  construction  dudit  chemin  de  fer  et  pour  le?  travaux 
d'amélioration  du  port  où  se  termine  la  ligne.  Tous  CCS  contrats,  cependant, 
sont  sujets  à  l'approbation  du  Congrès. 
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KENTtS    tl  UÉFtNStS. 

Le  rapport  du  Ministre  des  Finances  terminant  le  3  mai  1896  montre: 


Montant. 

Dollars. 

Livres  sterliog. 

6,528,975 
6, 187, 939 

567.  737 
53Ô.080 

341,048 

Les  évaluations  du  budget  pour  1 896-97  sont  : 


Montant. 

JDollan. 

livres  stertiog.  j 

<>.  491.  177 

5<Hy  450 

6,t86v06o 

5S7.9i« 

Le  décret  approuvant  ces  évaluations  du  budget  détermine  que  l'excédant 
sera  appliqué  de  préftrence  i  établir  la  nouvelle  monnaie  nationale,  i  la  coO'> 
struction  du  chemin  de  fer  du  PaciAque  et  autres  travaux  d'utilité  publique 
reconnue. 

J'û  réduit  cette  année  en  livres  sterling  les  montants  en  monnaie  nationale, 
au  taux  de  1 1  dollars  50  cents  par  livre. 


ÉQUATEUR. 

L'information  donnée  ci-dessous  relative  à  Quito,  son  trafic,  ses 
resources  commerciales^  ses  moyens  de  communications^  etc.,  est 
tirée  d'un  rapport  officiel  tout  récent. 

Dû  â  sa  «tuation  singulière,  Quito  est  privé  de  presque  toute  importation 
directe  de  l'Équateur.  A  Texception  de  deux  maisons  françaises,  tous  les  com- 
merçants d'ici  sont  á  la  merci  des  agents  quasi-indépendents  du  Guajaquil,  par 
l'entremise  desquels  les  commerçants  sont  obligés  de  faire  leurs  commandes  à  un 
prix  excessif; 

SOURCE  DES  IMPORTATIONS. 

Quito  importe  de  la  Grande-Bretagne  des  cottonades  ei  de  la  quincaillerie; 
de  TAUemagne,  aes  lainages,  drogues,  produits  chimiques  (principalement  des 
teintures  d'aniline),  lager  Inère  en  caisses  et  bijouterie;  de  France,  des  soies. 
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vêtements,  chapeaux  et  gants;  d'Espagne,  vins,  fusils  de  chasse  et  des  vêtements 
bon  marché;  des  États-Unis,  pétrole,  médecines  brevetées,  qttîncûllerîe,  montres 
et  horloges. 

EXPORTATIONS. 

Il  n'y  a  pas  d'exportations  dignes  d'être  mentionnées,  mais  une  fois  le  pro- 
jet du  chemin  de  fer  sera  mis  à  exécution,  et  avec  des  transports  bon  marchés, 
les  possibilités  i  cet  égard  ne  peuvent  pas  être  estimées  trop  haut.  Jusqu'à  une 
époque  récente  on  envoyait  au  Guayaquil  pour  sa  consommation,  une  grande 

quantité  de  lard  par  la  côte,  mus  dernièrement,  dû  à  la  production  d'un  article 
meilleur  marche  dans  ce  port  et  à  la  concurrence  faite  par  l'huile  de  graine  de 
coton  importée  des  États-Unis,  ce  commerce  a  été  entièrement  ruiné. 

DROIT  d'octroi. 

En  ce  qui  regarde  les  "  Dépenses  excessives  des  intermédiaires  et  des  trans- 
ports," et  en  connection  avec  lîc.  importations  relies  que,  vins,  esprit >  Je  vins 
et  bière,  je  ne  puis  que  citer  les  droits  d'octroi  qui  peuvent  être  levés  mainte- 


nant à  Quito,  qui  sont: 

Vin:  Ceatfc 

Par  caisse  d'une  duu^^aine  40 

Par  cais<.L' de  2  douzaines   80 

Esprit  de  raisin  du  Pérou; 

Par  baril  80 

Bière: 

I*ar  cais'^r  i'linf  <!<»uzaine.  40 

Par  caisse  de  2  douzaines  80 


AGRICULTURE.  • 

L'Équateur  esc  essentiellement  un  pajrs  agricole.  Dans  le  voi  in  lee  de  Quito, 
de  grandes  quantités  de  blé,  orge,  mafs,  petits  pois,  lentilles,  haricots  et  de 

pommes  de  terre  sont  cultivées. 

Autrefois,  beaucoup  Je  ces  produits  n'étaient  pa-  rueilli?  ou  se  rcrJiiient, 
mais  pendant  les  dernières  années,  à  cause  d'une  auguicntatioii  dans  l.i  popula- 
tion ou  d'une  diminution  de  la  superficie  en  culture,  je  n'ai  pas  pu  vérifier  à 
latjuclle  des  deux  causes  ç'à  été  dû  ;  à  présent  les  choses  ont  changé. 

HOUBLON. 

lusqu'.i  présent  la  bière,  de  tonalité  excellente,  labriquée  en  Equateur,  a  été  fiitc 
de  dréchc  et  houblon  importés  de  San  Francisco.  Le  Ministre  de  ¡'.Al  tr  ulture 
se  rendant  compte  des  difficultés  sous  le-jouclles  les  brasseurs  travailieiit,  causees 
par  ce  qu'ils  sont  torces  d'importer  Je  l'éuMiigcr  Icur^  r.iatcriaux  nccc3>aircs,  a 
commandé  200  plants  de  houblon  {lupulus),  d'Allemagne,  dans  l'espoir  de  les 
acclimater.  Dans  le  cas  où  cette  expérience  aurait  du  succès,  la  bière  prendrait 
probablement  la  place  du  rhum  de  canne  i  sucre  et  mais  {chicha),  comme  boisson 
nationale,  aussitôt  que  le  coût  de  la  drêcfae  sera  réduit  au  minimum.    On  propose 
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de  planter  Ic  houblon  à  Ambato  (8,000  à  y,ooo  picdi  d'altitude),  lieu  que  les 
botanistes  ont  déclaré  écrc  le  meilleur  pour  obtenir  le  résultat  désiré. 

MOULINS  À  FARINE. 

I'.  y  a  plusieurs  moulins  à  farine  mi?  en  action  par  la  Yachangara  qui  traverse 
^uito;  la  farine  est  fournie  au  consommateur  à  5  sucit'S  par  quintal  espagnol, 
ou  appro\inuitl\ cment  12  schellinps  par  cent  livres.  Il  v  a  un  moulin  de  cons- 
truction iraii^alac  .1  Ambato  qui  produit  une  quantité  de  l.triiic  lucinc  meilleure 
que  celle  de  Californie,  et  cette  farine  se  vend  à  raison  de  16  schellings  8d.  par 
cent  livres. 

FERME  POUR  l'ÉLEVAGE   DU  BÉTAIL. 

Grande  attention,  relativement  aux  conditions  anormales  des  fermes  de  TÉqua- 
teur,  est  faite  au  sujet  de  Télevage  du  bétail;  mais  il  y  a  une  bien  triste  insuffi- 
sance de  méthodes  scientifiques  pour  soigner  le  bétail  et  les  récoltes.  Quant 
aux  éleveurs  de  bétail,  leurs  panacées  consistent  en  grandes  saignées  pour  n'im- 
porte quelle  maladie,  morve;,  farcins  nu  autres  chose?,  qui  arrivent;  en  consé- 
quence bien  des  bètcs  sont  pcrJucs  par  leur  ignorance.  En  dehors  de  cet  agent, 
Q\ú  fair  une  réduction  dans  les  troupeaux,  je  dirai  qu'un  grand  nombre  est 
dciruu  annuellement  par  le  puma,  appelé  le  lion  américain. 

Généralement,  ces  fermes  contiennent  de  1,000  a  3,000  têtes  chacune,  mais 
quand  il  y  a  dans  la  ferme  un  de  ces  froids  "Paramos"  (espèce  de  désert)  où 
l'on  ne  peut  garder  à  vue  des  troupeaux,  le  nombre  des  bêtes  monte  jusqu'à 
7,000  ou  10,000,  dont  plusieurs  sont  sauvages.  Ces  pauvres  bêtes  sont  forcées  à 
chercher  leur  nourriture  pendant  toute  l'année,  et  plusieurs  meurent  de  froid,  ou 
sont  tuées  par  les  pumas,  ou  comme  on  l'a  dit  déjà,  par  Tignorance  dans  les  pra- 
tiques vétérinaires  du  pitre.  On  demande  son  attention  une  fois  par  an,  et  à  cette 
occasion  les  animaux  sont  passés  en  revue,  après  laquelle  ceux  qui  sont  trouvés 
en  meUleure  condition  sont  enfermés  et  délivrés  à  l'abatteur. 

Prix  des  Animaux, 

Chevaux  (ordinaires,  de  selle),  chaque  ■ . .  < 

Mule;  (lioi  r      de  selle),  chaque  

Bœufs,  cbac^uc  

Vaches  à  lait,  chaque  

Cochons,  chaque  

Moutons,  chaque  

MOYENS  DE  COMMUNICATION. 

Conforme  au  rapport  le  voyage  entre  Guayaquil  et  Quito  peut  se  faire  en 
six  jours  en  étapes  faciles.  De  Guayaquil,  de  petits  bateaux  A  v  apeur  pour 
rivières,  de  construction  américaine,  transportent  le  voyageur  jusqu'à  Babahoya, 
de  là  le  reste  du  voyage  se  fait  à  dos  de  mulet.  A  l'exception  de  l'inconvénient 
qui  résulte  de  l'atmosphère  raréfiée  par  l'altitude  des  montagnes,  le  vovage  n*a 
pas  de  sérieux  contretemps.    La  monotonie  et  la  fatigue  sont  récompensées  par 
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la  beauté  de  la  perspective  des  montagnes  des  Andes,  le  sommet  couvert  de  neige 
des  Chimbora/.o,  et  autres  moniagncs  renommées  qui  sont  clairement  en  vue. 

Le  prix  du  voyage  par  personne,  de  Guayaquil  à  Quito,  est  de  $35  à  37.50, 
une  mule  de  charge  ec  fourrage  compris.  La  meilleure  époque  pour  faire  le 
voyage  est  au  mois  de  juillet  au  mois  de  septembre. 


MEXIQUE. 

CHEMIN  DE  FER  DE  CHIHUAHUA  A  LA  CÔTE  DU  PACIFIQUE. 

Le  Gouvernement  mexicain  vient  de  promulguer  officiellement 
une  concession  pour  la  construction  d'un  chemin  de  fer  de  Chî- 
huahua«  Mexique,  à  la  côte  du  Pacifique.  MM.  Alfred  A. 
Spendlove  et  E.  C.  Creel  sont  autorisés  à  construire  une  voie 

ferrée  partant  de  la  ville  de  Chihuahua,  ou  d'un  point  sur  la  ligne 

du  chemin  de  ter  mexicain  au  sud  de  Chihuuiiua,  tt  à  l'rtL-ndre 
à  l'ouest  jusqu'à  un  point  sur  la  cote  du  Facihque,  dans  l'État  de 
Sonora. 

Les  concessionnaires  devront  soumettre  au  Département  de 
Communications  pendant  l'année,  à  partir  du  13  avril  1897,  les 
plans  de  la  première  section  de  200  kilomètres.  Les  autres  plans 
devront  être  présentés  par  sections  d'au  moins  25  kilomètres,  de 
manière  que  la  construction  ne  soitpas  retardée  par  le  manque  de 
plans.  La  construction  commencera  aussitôt  que  le  Département 
de  Communications  aura  approuvé  les  plans,  et  à  l'expiration  de 
deux  ans  du  commencement  du  travail,  200  kilomètres  devront 
être  terminés. 

La  construction  devra  se  taire  pour  le  reste  du  temps  de  la 
concession,  à  raison  de  100  kilometres  Tan,  et  la  voie  entière,  avec 
sa  ligne  télégraphique,  devra  être  complète  dans  sept  ans  à  partir 
du  13  avril  1897.  travaux  de  construction  peuvent  com- 
mencer par  l'un  ou  l'autre  terminus  de  la  ligne.  Une  ligne  télé* 
graphique  sera  construite  pour  le  service  exclusif  de  la  voie. 
La  compagnie,  avec  la  permission  du  Département  de  Communi- 
cations, pourra  construire  une  gare  terminus  sur  le  Pacifique,  avec 
des  jetées,  quais  et  entrepôts  de  marchandises,  pour  Tusage  desquels 
le  public  aura  i  payer  des  prix  motii'ré<  d  après  un  urif  soumis  à 
l'approbation  du  Département  de  Communications. 
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Les  plans  des  quais  et  des  autres  constructions  devront  aussi 
être  soumis  à  l'approbation  du  même  Département. 

Pour  venir  en  aide  à  la  ligne,  le  Gouvernement  accorde  à  la  com- 
pagnie une  subvention  subordonnée  à  quelques  conditions,  La 
longueur  subventionnée  de  la  ligne  sera  de  600  kilomètres. 

LOI  RELATIVE  À  LA  PRÉSERVATION  DES  MONUMENTS 

ARCHÉOLOGIQUES,  ETC. 

Le  Gouvernement  mexicain  a  promulgué  un  décret  exécutif 
en  vue  de  la  protection  et  préservation  des  monuments  archéolo- 
giques du  pays  et  défendant  l'exportation  d'antiquités,  d'idoles  ou 
de  manuscrits  mexicains  sans  une  autorisation  légale. 

Dans  le  décret,  les  monuments  archéologiques  sont  ainsi  définis: 
Ruines  de  villes,  casas  grandes,  habitations  de  troglodytes,  fortifi- 
cations, palais,  temples,  pyramides,  pierres  sculptées  ou  celles 
portant  des  inscriptions,  et  en  général  tous  les  édifices  qui  scrbnt 
de  quelque  intérêt  pour  l  étude  de  la  civilisation  et  de  l'histoire 
des  anciens  habitants  du  Mexique. 

Le  décret  pourvoit  au  dessin  d'une  carte  détaillée  de  l'aspect 
archéologique  du  pays.  La  ruine  ou  la  déhguration  de  pareils 
monuments  constitue  une  offense  contre  la  loi  et  sera  punie  par 
Pemprisonncment  et  l'amende. 

L'article  6  du  décret  lit  comme  suit:  Les  antiquités,  manu- 
scrits, idoles,  amulettes,  et  autres  objets  ou  biens  mexicains  qui 
auront  de  Tintérêt  pour  l'étude  de  la  civilisation  et  de  l'histoire 
des  aborigines  et  des  habitants  primitif  de  l'Amérique,  et  surtout 
du  Mexique,  ne  peuvent  pas  être  exportés  sans  une  autorisation 
légale. 


NICARAGUA. 

Dans  une  dépêche  récente  de  San  J  uan  del  Norte,  le  Consul 
Thomas  O'Hara  donne  avis  au  Départemente  d'Etat,  que  les 
bâtiments  à  vapeur  de  la  Compagnie  des  Paquebots  à  vapeur  des 
Postes  Royales,  qui  ont  jusqu'ici  iak  des  haltes  régulières  à  ce 
port,  ont  discontinué  ce  service.  Par  un  arrangement,  les  navires 
à  vapeur  de  la  Compagnie  Atlas  des  Bâtiments  à  Vapeur,  feront  à 
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l'avenir  des  visites  régulières  semi-mensueliement  à  San  Juan  del 
Norte. 

Le  Consul  rapporte  le  tait  que  la  valeur  totale  des  chargements 
de  ce  port  à  l'Europe  pour  l'année  fiscale  qui  est  arrivre  à  son 
terme  le  30  juin  1896,  était  $51 6,267.93,  monnaie  des  Etats- 
Unis.  Le  5  juin  1897,  un  contrat  a  été  signe  entre  un  représen- 
tant autorisé  du  Gouvernement  de  Nicaragua  et  la  Compagnie 
Atlas  des  Bâtiments  à  Vapeur,  par  lequel  est  accordé  à  la  com- 
pagnie ci-ilessus  mentionnée,  le  droit  exclusif,  pour  30  années,  de 
naviguer  sur  la  lagune  Silico.  La  compagnie  a  aussi  pour  la 
nu  nie  période  le  droit  cxclusit  (!<•  construire  <  t  il  opérer  les  tram- 
ways et  clieniins  de  ter  tout  le  long  des  rives  de  la  Rivière  San 
Juan.  Le  Gouvernement  s'oblige  à  ne  pas  accorder  des  subsides 
à  aucune  autre  ligne  de  bâtiments  à  vapeur  qui  naviguera  sur  le 
Lac  Nicaragua,  durant  le  même  espace  de  temps.  La  Compa- 
gnie Atlas  des  Bâtiments  à  Vapeur  est  une  corporation  anglaise. 

Le  contrat  ù\t  avec  la  Compagnie  Atlas  est,  pour  la  plupart 
des  égards,  similaire  á  celui  que  M.  Pellas  a  eu  avec  le  Gou- 
vernement depuis  1894,  vraiment  le  successeur,  en  vertu 
de  l'acquisirion  di  s  vaisseaux  (  r  auirt  ^  propriétés  de  M.  Pi  llas. 

Dans  sa  dépêche,  le  Consul  O'H  ara  riiunce  que  la  Compagnie 
Atlas  va  taire  construire  probablt  nu  nt  deux  ou  trois  nouveaux 
bateaux  pour  la  rivière  San  Juan  et  un  pour  le  lac,  et  il  suggère 
que  les  entrepreneurs  américains  pourraient  bien  faire  de  s'efforcer 
d'obtenir  les  contrats. 

Les  représentants  de  la  compagnie  dans  les  États-Unis,  sont 
Messrs.  Pim,  Forwood  &  Kellock,  24  State  street,  New  York 
City. 


PÉROU. 

L'information  suivante  relative  aux  conditions  commerciales  et 

industrielles  qui  existent  au  Pérou,  est  extraite  d'un  rapport  général 
sur  ce  pays  pour  l'anné<  iH<)(x  so\miis  au  British  l  oreign  Oilice 
par  le  consul  M.  Al^rld  St.  John: 
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Valeur. 


Püiys  de  provenance. 


Grande-Bretagne 

Allemagne  

Chili  

France  

Elats-Unis  

Italie   

Brésil  

Belgique  

Chine  

Equateur  

lispagne  

Australie  ....... 

Inde  

Urupuîiy  

Argentine-  

Autres  Pays  


1891. 

Sotrs. 
6.  2S9. 
2.  -(us 


189a. 


1.  57<>. 
I.  3«3. 

445. 

44". 

468. 

530. 

ILHJ,  612 
49. 

49,  782 

217 
171 
,600 


876  I 

971 

273 

l'y) 


2, 

250»  ( 


Soies. 
5.  S(;3.  204 
2.  042,  484 

2  ,     «  ^  ^  ,  •  H  11  > 

1, 124,  905 

413.  232 

443.  »52 
687,  988 

447.  677 
S6, 476 
89, 5ü3 

143.  392 
248. 452 

I.  7" 
326,  581 


SoUs. 

4.  350.  97a 
I.  957.  93^ 
t.  470.  450 
i.  033,356 
837.  562 
293.  (>()i 
4S3.  S20 
489.  4S5 
32Í),  322 
54. 3^9 
54- 3^7 
lob,  774 

«17.  548 


0,526 
50.0*9 


4.  "5.  213 

I,  800,  105 

I,  479.  S20 
I,  o2â,  âoj 
802, 106 

29.S.  352 

4S5.  139 
411,  ?2a 

30S,  649 

57. 

(")!.  72S 
92,  592 
102,  8SO 

94.  </>u 
3.  ctyO 
601,  119 


Total 


,  17,001,339  ,  i'>,  332.  "55 

\_  _ .     ,  L  .  

Lxpoi  iutions. 


' • r  735. 

269  11.743.636 


Pays  de  deatinatloii. 


Valeur. 


Grande-Bretagne.  ..•.,«,*...... 

Chili  

Allcma^'nc  , , , . 

Colombie  

France  

Kqiiatciir  

A  mérique  Centrale  

États-Unis  

Brésil   

Italie  

Belgique  

rriiKuay.  

.Argentine  


Total 


!  »89t. 

1 

189». 

J«94- 

!  Soht. 
1  5.^11.973 
1    5,  207,  uyo 
1  1,111.454 
71)6,  340 
534, 235 
S 13.  979 
OiiO,  4U0 
278, 016 

1       269. 4 1 5 

3^  <>63 
!       a6, 474 

\  340 

Sotr% 

10,  (V'{. 
2,  551,  <X  H) 

1, 232, 762 

ï.  539.  579 
580. 449 

502.  274 

257,  200 

1, 029.  284 

3'J3.  7"' 
55.  ''2o 
272 
33.646 

Solfs. 
9.  425,  900 

3. 4f  2,  549 
1,028,280 

I.  371,  <>4'> 
531.  27i^ 
514.  14» 
250, 070 

908.  314 

335.  ^'3''' 
47,  906 

171 

Soles. 

6.  6ÍX),  o<x) 

3.  537. 93" 
768,000 

840.  OfX> 
372.  (viO 

120,  000 
I,  014,  000 

3f)9.  (>i;. ) 

33. 

:::::::;;::: 

.'    r.  ¡-I 

1,  2S'),  S79 

I.             J-^  1 

1  

'  16,657.148 

19,  969,  127 

19,084.64s 

14. 758. 635 

Lfs  tarirrcs  et  outils  dont  se  servent  les  charpentiers  et  les 
entrepreneurs  lie  bâtiment'^.  >on\  aujourd'lmi  iniporti'^  des  Ëtats- 
Unis  en  plus  grande  quantité  qu'autieiois.  Les  commerçants  du 
Pérou  préfèrent  s'adresser  aux  États-Unis  pour  ces  articles  á 
cause  de  l'élégance  de  la  façon,  des  bas  [)rix  et  de  la  manière  de 
remballage.    Les  charrues  à  mains  sont  également  importées  des 
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Etats-l^iis,  car  il  semble  que  les  manutacturicrs  anj^lais  s()n^ 
incapables  ou  nianqu<  nt  <ie  volonté  de  faire  le  genre  de  cliarrue 
qu'on  (.Iciiianilc  dans  ce  pays,  l^es  plaques  en  acier  tir  cpialiré 
iníí^rieure,  mais  qui  répondent  à  leur  destination,  sont  aujourd'liui 
importées  des  États-Unis  â  un  prix  moins  élevé  que  celui  payé 
pour  les  plaques  en  ièr  venant  de  T  Angleterre.  Les  serrures  sont 
un  article  d'importance,  mats  on  dit  que  les  serrures  anglaises 
envoyées  dans  ce  pays  sont  surannées  et  plus  chères  que  celles  de 
éibrication  américaine,  allemande  et  française  du  même  modèle. 
La  serrure  américaine  à  l'apparence  d'être  bien  finie;  dans  tous 
les  cas,  elle  est  bien  vernie.  Landis  que  larticlc  anglais  présente 
une  ap[)arcnct^  pitoyable. 

11  a  déjà  été  remarqué  qu'on  attache  beaucoup  d'importance  à 
la  manière  de  l'emballage  des  marchandises.  Il  n'y  a  aucun 
doute  que  les  outils  et  la  quincaillerie  importés  au  Pérou  des 
États-Unis  et  d'Allemagne  sont  plus  soigneusement  emballés 
que  les  marchandises  anglaises.  Il  semble  que  ce  serait  peu 
difficile  de  dépenser  plus  de  soin  avec  des  détails  si  triviaux,  sil 
est  vrai,  comme  on  dit,  que  le  succès  ou  la  perte  d'un  commerce 
quelconque  dépend  souvent  de  circonstances  peu  importantes. 

Les  bières  aii¿;laises  sont  rarement  importées  maintenant,  attendu 
quelles  sont  trop  lounlcs  et  beaucoup  plus  élevées  en  prix  que 
les  bières  Icônes  de  rAlleniagne  <'t  de  la  Norvège  qui  sont 
beaucoup  en  demande  au  Pérou.  Il  y  a  trente  ans,  des  cargaisons 
immenses  d'ales  de  Bass,  d'Alsops  et  de  Tennant  étaient  importées, 
á  l'entière  exclusion  des  bières  allemandes,  tandis  qu'aujourd'hui 
c'est  tout  le  contraire.  Il  n'y  a  aucune  importation  d'ales  anglaises. 
Le  Stout  de  Dublin  et  de  Londres  est  importé,  mais  la  demande 
en  est  insígniñante.  C'est  vraiment  étonnant  que  les  brasseurs  an- 
glais ne  puissent  pas  produire  le  genre  de  bière  que  demandent 
dans  r Amérique  du  Sud,  ceux  qui  n'ont  aucune  objection  à  payer 
un  prix  élevé  pour  de  la  bière  étrangère. 

Il  serait  peut-être  utile  de  signaler  que  toutes  les  machines 
employées  dans  l'agriculture,  pour  l'exploitation  de  mmes,  ou 
dans  les  tabriques,  fonderies  et  autres  industries  similaires,  sont 
exemptes  de  droits  d'entrée.  Pour  être  exemptes  de  droits,  les 
machines  doivent  être  importées  en  entier  (mais  pas  nécessaire- 
ment assujetties),  puisque  les  dif{erentes  pièces  des  machines 
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pairnt  des  droits  dc  douanes,  t  r  íhí   importées  séparément  et 
ïexpreâsion  du  tarit  est  " maquinan   et  non  "maquinaria.'* 

SUCRE. 

Le  sucre  est  le  produit  principal  du  Pérou,  mais  la  production 
n'a  plus  la  grande  importance  d'autrefois.    La  période  la  plus  . 

prospère  a  été  de  187  ^  à  1878,  quand  la  production  par  an,  était 
d'environ  100,000  tonnes,  évaluée  à  plus  de  2,oO0,0O0  livres  ster- 
ling. La  canne  à  sucre  est  cùlti\  re  sur  la  cote  du  Pérou  de  la 
latitude  3^  à  la  latitude  iS"".  î^ans  {)res(|ue  toutes  les  vallées  com- 
prises dans  cette  zone,  on  trouve  des  plantations  de  canne  à  sucre. 
D'après  une  autorité  digne  de  confiance,  la  récolte  totale  de  1894» 
des  départements  producteurs  de  sucre,  se  divise  comme  suit: 


Quantité. 

Dépaftements. 

Quantité. 

Timmes. 

300 
10,  000 
22,  750 

31.000 

Tbnius. 
2,700 

I,  400 
250 

72,600 

Les  superficies  actuelles  en  culture,  s'  élèvent  à  90,000  acres 
environ,  mais  si  les  pâturages  et  les  autres  terres  appartenant  aux 
plantations  sont  pris  en  considération,  on  calcule  que  l'étendue 

totale,  livrée  à  l'industrie  sucricre  est  deux  fois  plus  grande.  Il 

y  a  62  moulins  à  sucre  et  21  usines  de  concrète  et  de  chancaca. 

On  vient  de  ibrmer  plusi<nirs  conipagnies  étranf^ères  de  planta- 
tions de  cannes  à  sucre.  La  iorniation  de  ces  compagnies  n'est  pas 
regardée  iavorablement,  sous  prétexte  qu'elles  absorbent  une 
industrie  qui  a  été  jusqu'ici  presqu*  exclusivement  dans  les  mains 
des  Péruviens,  tandis  que  la  vérité  est,  que  plus  d'une  de  leurs 
plantations  a  été  sauvée  de  la  ruine  par  le  secours  prêté  á  temps 
par-  ces  compagnies,  dont  les  plus  importantes  sont  les  suivantes  : 
Cartavio,  dans  la  vallée  de  Chicama  près  de  Trujillo;  les  ^^Peruvian 
Sugar  Estates  Company,"  près  de  Chimbóte,  qui  sont  toutes  les 
deux  inscrites  à  Londres;  Casa  Grande,  une  compupiie  allemande, 
et  Roma,  une  entreprise  italienne,  qui  sont  aussi  situ<  <  s  tlans  la 
vallée  de  Chicama.  Le  montant  total  du  capital  placé  dans  (  «  rte 
industrie,  y  compris  les  terres,  les  machines  et  le  capital  d'cxploi- 
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tation,  est  evalué  à  3,900,000  livres  sterling  environ.  On  dit  que 
le  nombre  d'ouvriers  et  autres  dans  cette  industrie,  s'élève  à  24,000. 

Dans  les  r<'gions-du  centre  du  Prrou,  l;i  canne  à  suc:re  est  cul- 
tivée dans  (jiickjucs  unes  des  proîondcs  et  chaudes  ravnies,  mais 
la  production  est  bornée  aux  besoins  du  marclié  local,  qui  sont 
nécessairement  petits.  A  l'intérieur  les  prix  varient  beaucoup. 
Sur  la  côte,  un  quintal  de  sucre  ne  vaut  que  10  schel lings,  mais  à 
Huanoco  il  se  vend  à  j^"!  ;  à  Apacucho  à  £2^  et  à  Cuzco,  même 
à  £2^  10  schellings.  La  superñcie  actuelle  en  culture  est  peu  éten- 
due; les  laboureurs  sont  des  Indiens  attachés  aux  plantations  et 
qui  reçoivent  leurs  <^^iges  en  espèce,  c'est-à-dire  qu'ils  sont  payés 
en  coca  et  spiritueux.  Les  laboureurs  libres  reçoivent  40  sous  par 
jour  environ. 

La  récolte  totale  de  l'année,  dans  cette  répion,  est  évaluée  à  peu 
près  1,730  tonnes,  dont  une  grande  partie  sert  pour  la  distillation 
des  spiritueux  non  coupés. 

Dans  la  région  tropicale  ou  orientale  se  trouvent,  dans  beaucoup 
de  ces  territoires  sans  bornes,  des  morceaux  de  terre  produisant  la 
canne  à  sucre,  mais  à  cause  de  la  iaible  densité  de  la  population 
et  de  rimpossibilité  de  se  débarrasser  du  produit,  la  récolte  en  est 
insignifiante.  Elle  est  évaluée  á  360  tonnes  environ.  Ainsi  la 
production  totale  du  Pérou  se  distribue  comme  suit: 


Quantité. 


Tbnmes. 

Région  littorale   72,  (k.>o 

Region  centrale   i>  73ü 

Région  tropicale  1  360 


Total  ¡  74»^ 


D'après  un  rapport  reçu  de  M.  Dalmau  Vice-Consul  britannique 
en  fonctions  à  Salaverry,  la  production  des  Êuneuses  valieés  de 
Chîcama  et  Santa  Catalina  était,  en  1895,  de: 


I  Afticlcf.  Quantité. 

\  1  

TottTt'".'!. 

I   Sucre   27,0^4 

Concrète   i,53a 
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M.  Dalmau  estime  la  pnxluction  pour  Tannée  1896,  comme 
suit: 


Articles, 

Quantité. 

Tmnes. 

30,  OCX  1 

2,  000 

Trois  conditions  sont  nécessaires  à  Tamélioration  de  Tindustrie 
sucrière  du  Pérou;  meilleures  machines  et  par  conséquent  aug- 
mentation du  capital,  méthodes  plus  scientifiques  et  plus  grand 
nombre  d'ouvriers.  Les  Chinois  et  les  nègres  disparaissent  gra- 
duellement et  sont  diiBcitement  replacés,  parce  que  les  habitants 
de  l'intérieur  ne  veulent  pas  travailler  sur  la  côte  où  ils  deviennent 
tK'qucninunt  poitrinaires.  La  question  du  travail  est  vraiment  la 
plus  importante  de  toutes  celles  qui  sont  à  résoudre. 

L'E.XPLOITATION  DES  MINES. 

On  trouve  sur  la  liste  oíiicieüe  3,475  plncf  ments  miniers^  y  com- 
pris des  métaux  de  toute  espèce  (principalement  l'argent)  et  du 
pétrole,  quoique  le  nombre  en  exploitation  ne  soit  aucunement 
aussi  grand.  Chaque  placement  p:iie  une  taxe  semi-annuelle  de 
15  soles.  Les  revenus  de  cette  taxe  sont  attribués  à  l'Ecole  de 
Mines  de  Lima.  Sauf  l'or  et  l'argent  en  barres,  les  métaux  et 
aussi  la  monnaie  sont  exempts  de  droits  d'exportation.  La  valeur 
totale  de.s  minerais  exptirtcs  ilu  Pérou,  s'élève  à  7,000,000  soles 
environ  par  an,  ou  ce  qui  est  plus  ou  moins  le  double  d  il  y  a  cinq 
ans.  Cette  augmentation  est  due  en  grande  partie,  à  l'introduction 
du  système  appelé  la  lixiviation. 

Une  société  nationale  de  mines  (Sociedad  Nacional  de  Mine- 
ría) vient  d'être  formée  à  Lima  pour  la  représentation  et  l'encou- 
ragement de  ses  intérêts  minéraux.  Ayant  un  status  semi-offi- 
ciel, tel  que  possède  la  Chambre  de  Commerce,  elle  deviendra  un 
moyen  utile  pour  la  discussion  avec  le  Gouvernement,  de  griefs 
et  de  toutes  matières  d'un  intérêt  minier. 

L'OR. 

Les  déj^ôts  aurifères  du  Pérou  sont,  selon  toute  probabilité, 
d'une  grande  importance,  mais  jusqu  ici  l'industrie  eu  a  été  négli- 
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gée.  L'accès  de  quelques-uns  des  districts  où  se  trouvent  les  plus 
riches  veines  de  quartz  ou  alluvions  contenant  de  l'or»  est  très  dit- 
ñcile  à  présent.  Dans  la  région  amazonienne,  l'or  se  trouve  dans 
beaucoup  d'endroits  bien  connus^  mais  le  climat»  le  manque  d'ou- 
vriers et  l'hostilité  des  tribus  indiennes  sont  parmi  les  principaux 
obstacles  qu'on  y  rencontre. 

Dans  le  rapport  de  Sir  Charles  E.  Manspield,  publié  en  1890, 
dans  le  Miscellanée  (N°  167),  les  principaux  dépôts  d'or  du 
Pi'rou  sont  indiques.  Cette  publication  intéressante,  coinpilrc 
des  sources  les  plus  autorisées,  contient  presque  toutes  les  inibr- 
matioîis  uri  1rs  suY  cet  important  sujet. 

L'intbrmation  donnée  ci-dessous,  est  le  résumé  d'une  exposi- 
tion rédigée  expressément  pour  la  publication  dans  ce  rapport 
par  M.  £.  J.  Prew»  ingénieur  anglais»  qui  vient  de  retourner  de 
Carabaya.  Sa  description  contient  sans  doute»  l'information  la 
plus  récente  et  la  plus  digne  de  ibi  sur  ce  sujet  : 

Il  serait  peut-être  utile  de  taire  preceder  mes  remarques  sur  le  sujet  par 
l'indication  de$  routes  qui  mènent  aux  districts  aurifères. 

On  peut  se  confier  au  tableau  suivant  de  distances,  comme  étant  à  peu  près 
exact. 


Destination. 

Jottn  4e 
trajet. 

Dfartanoea. 

Par  chemin  de  fer  : 
A  dos  de  mulet  : 

I 
I 
I 

\  ' 

I 

I 
I 

Mûtes. 
107  >á 
189 

Sa 

\  18 
(  10 

27 
42 
15 

la 

■ 

3 

A  piinl  : 

Tambo  Fata-Tanifio  Pampa  

De  la  rivière  Inambari  on  peut  gagner  n'importe  quel  point  du  district  de 
Carabaya.  Le  trajet  de  ce  point  se  fait  aussi  â  pied.  Le  temps  n^cess«ire  à 
présent,  une  fois  arrivé  sur  la  route,  est  donné  ci-dessus,  mais  U  est  très  rare 
qu'on  puisse  faire  le  trajet  sans  s'arrêter  pour  quelques  jours  à  quelques-uns  des 
principaux  endroits  d'arrêt  ;  en  réalité,  c'est  absolument  nécesswre  de  s'arrêter 
pour  se  procurer  des  porteurs  et  guides  indiens  afin  de  transporter  les  marchan- 
dises et  effets,  puisqu'il  esc  impossible  de  s'en  procurer  plus  loin.    En  général 

Digitizec  uy  google 


BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS, 


les  routes  ne  sont  pas  mauvaises  jusqu'à  Saco,  bien  que  dans  quelques  endroits 
elles  soient  loin  d'être  bonnes.  L'altitude  varie  de  4,336  mètres  (14,092  pieds) 
à  Macusani,  à  3,783  mètres  (  1  2,294  r'^"'^ls)  à  Coa?.n,  et  h  peu  prè?  de  même  à  Saco. 

Le  climat  est  exccptionncllcincnt  bon,  les  pluio  sont  ahondantes  et  les  fièvres 
sont  inconnues,  bien  que  ce  soit  un  climat  tropical.  La  lempcrature  varie  de  70" 
Fahr.  pendant  les  soirées,  à  90^  Fahr.  à  l'ombre  pendalic  la  Journée,  et  à  130*^ 
Pahr.  au  soleil.  Ced  est  la  moyenne,  nutis  naturellement  il  y  a  des  moments  ou 
il  &ic  plus  froid  et  plus  chaud. 

Presque  toutes  les  espèces  de  bois  s'y  trouvent,  telles  que  le  bois  de  fer,  le 
noyer,  l'acajou  et  plusieurs  espèces  de  bois  tendres,  mais  ¿  cause  du  manque  de 
machines  à  scier  on  peut  difficilement  en  fiûrc  des  planches,  bien  qu'en  cas  de 
nécessité, on  se  sert  des  scies  à  mains,  cependant  ces  bois  servent  admirablement 
pour  soutiens  de  mines,  poteaux  et  charpentes  de  maisons.  La  plupart  de  ces 
dernières  ne  sont  que  des  liuttes  sans  autre  plancher  que  le  sol,  et  ne  sont  géné- 
ralement que  des  appentis  construits  de  poteaux  et  recouverts  de  branches  de  pal- 
mier. C'est  rare  que  les  devants  ou  les  côtés  soient  couverts,  mais  les  bonnes 
toitures  de  teuilies  de  palmier  empêchent  lu  pluie  de  pénétrer.  D'autrci.  maisons 
sont  bâties  au-dessas  du  sol  sur  des  poteaux,  mus  elles  appartiennent  générale» 
ment  à  des  gens  de  fortune,  ou  aux  propriétaires  de  mines. 

La  vie  animale  peut  se  dire  rare,  bien  qu'on  en.  entende  plus  qu'on  en  voie 
dans  la  forêt  touiRie.  Les  perroquets  de  toutes  couleurs  sont  les  oiseaux  les 
plus  nombreux,  et  les  singes,  les  animaux  qu'on  rencontre  le  plus.  Sur  les  che- 
mins montagneux  qui  mènent  à  Inambari  se  recontrent  la  vicufia,  i'alpaca,  les 
cerfs,  les  biscachos,  les  perdrix,  les  canards,  etc. 

Les  natifs  du  pays,  connus  sous  le  nom  de  "Chunchos  "  sont  rarement  vus.  îls 
ne  sont  aucunement  civilisés  et  plusieurs  cas  sont  racontes  de  groupes  de  voya- 
geurs surpris  et  tués  par  eux  ;  leurs  armes  sont  l'arc  et  les  flèches  faits  de  bois  de 
fer.  On  suppose  qu'à  mesure  que  la  civilisation  entrera  dans  ces  régions,  les 
"Chunchos"  ou  Indiens  se  retireront  plus  loin  dans  l'intérieur. 

LE  PÉTROLE. 

L'industrie  du  pétrole  au  noid  du  Pérou  tiaquit  il  y  a  trente  ans 
environ,  le  pétrole  ayant  été  découvert  en  sondant  pour  avoir  de 
l'eau  à  la  plantation  de  Mancora,  près  de  Payta.  Durant  cette 
période,  six  entreprises  différentes  ont  été  tentées,  mais  sans  avoir 

donne  jusqu'ici  des  résultats  satisfaisants.  Il  existe  sur  cette 
côte  deux  usines  de  pétrole.  Le  pétrole  produit  donne  une 
lumière  faible;  il  fume  et  ne  se  compare  pas  au  produit  Aitk  ri- 
cain,  qui  se  vend  de  8  à  9  soh's  par  caisse,  tandis  que  le  produit  de 
ce  pays  se  vend  de  2  soles  50c.  à  3  soles  par  caisse  de  dix  gallons 
et  ne  sert  qu'à  l'éclairage  des  rues.  On  a  dépensé  dans  ces  plu- 
sieurs entreprises,  qui  n'ont  en  aucun  cas  rapporté  des  bénéfices 
sensibles,  de  4,000,000  à  5,ooaooo  livres  sterling.    Le  forage  de 
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centaines  de  puits  a  ¿tr  fait,  quelquef^-uns  sont  devenus  des  puits 
coulants  et  d'autres  des  puits  de  pompe,  le  pétrole  se  trouvant  à 
une  proibndeur  de  250  à  600  pieds,  mais  tous  sont  devenus  secs 
après  un  court  écoulement.  Des  connaisseurs  des  Etats-Unis  ont 
examiné  avec  soin  le  terrain  au  nord  et  au  sud  de  Payta,  et  ont 
donné  comme  leur  opinion,  que  malgré  les  indications  abondantes 
à  la  surface,  qui  se  trouvent  sur  toute  Tétendue  de  cette  région,  on 
ne  trouvera  probablement  pas  du  pétrole  en  quantités  consider^ 
ables. 

LK  CAOUTCHOUC. 

Le  caoutchouc  est  la  principale  exportation  de  la  région  ama- 
zonienne  du  Pérou.  D'après  des  statistiques  publiées  ici,  par  un 
journal  financier,  la  quantité  exportée  en  1894,  a  été  de  1,294 

tonnes,  évaluées  à  179,437  livres  sterling;  mais  d*après  le  rapport 
de  M.  Rhind  sur  la  production,  le  commerce,  et  les  finances  des 
Etars  de  l  Amazone  et  de  Pará  pour  1  (Svy  la  quantité  de  raoutcliouc 
exportée  du  Pérou  par  Parfi  n'a  été.  ndant  cette  année,  que  de 
783  tonnes,  évaluées  à  environ  145,000  livres  sterling.  Le  rap- 
port de  M.  Rhind  est  sans  doute  le  plus  correct.  Dernièrement, 
une  diminution  considérable  s'est  fait  sentir,  à  ce  qu'il  parait,  dans 
l'exportation  de  ce  produit,  car  en  1890,  1,163  tonnes  avaient  été 
exportées  via  Pará. 

COTON. 

Le  Vice-consul,  M.  Blacker,  écrit  comme  suit  : 

La  cultivation  du  cocon  au  département  de  Piura  dépend  entièrement  de» 
inondations  des  rivières  Chira  et  Piura  qui,  comme  le  Nil  d'Egypte,  avant  que 
ses  eaux  ne  fussent  contrôlées  par  des  moyens  artificiels,  ne  débordent  que 

très  peu. 

I.c  t  rises  de  quelque  importance  n'ont  lieu  que  chaque  six  ou  sept  an  ,  moment 
où  chaque  acre  utilisnhlc  de  terrain  e>.t  planté  de  coton  par  son  proprictnire ;  et 
une  tois  que  les  plantes  mit  pris  rat  inc  le  pivot  suivra  l'humiditc  produite  par 
lu  Liuc  ca  se  retirant  graduellement  de  la  suriacc,  à  une  profondeur  de  12  à  15 
pieds,  jusqu'à  ce  qu'il  touche  Thumidité  causée  par  les  filtrages  du  niveau 
naturel  de  la  rivière.  Les  plantes  produisent  deux  récoltes  par  an,  en  juin  et 
décembre,  et  continuent  à  rapporter  deux  récoltes  jusqu'à  ce  que  la  crue  sui« 
vante  ait  lieu,  quand  elles  sont  coupées  et  de  nouvelles  plantées  à  leur  place. 
Le  coton  de  Piura  est  à  soie  longue  et  classé  comme  cototi  grossier  comparé  au 
coton  tendre  à  soie  courte  d'Amérique;  il  entre  dans  les  mélanges  faits  par  les 
fabriques  de  laine  d'Angleterre  et  d'Amérique  et  rapporte  à  peu  près  le  double 
du  prix  du  coton  américain.    La  culture  du  coton  par  l'irrigation  artibcielie,  a 
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été  essavéc,  mais  n'a  pas  réussie,  X  cause  de  l'insécurité  den  bords  des  rivières,  qui 
sonc  sujets  à  ctre  emportés,  la  rivière  pouvant  aussi  changer  son  cours  en  vingt- 
quatre  heures  dans  une  extension  considérable.  Plusieurs  entreprises  ont  échoué 
â  cause  de  ces  conditions.  Le  lit  de  la  rivière  est  sablonneux;  la  surface  du  sol 
n*est  pas  profonde  et  devient  par  conséquent,  facilement  saturée  par  les  crues, 
étant  emportée  en  peu  de  temps  par  la  rivière  qui  laisse  á  sa  place  des  rives 
inutiles. 

Le  coton  exporte  du  Pérou  est  estime  à  5,500  tonnes,  évaluées 
à  1 18,000  livres  sterling. 

CAFÉ. 

La  production  du  café  augmente  et  est  en  bonne  voie  de  devenir 
une  des  denrées  principales  du  Pérou.  Le  prand  district  pro- 
ducteur (le  cute  se  compose  des  \  ulU  t  .s  de  Ch:inch;ima\  o,  de  Perene, 
de  Pauciirbambo  et  du  Rio  Colorado,  qui  se  conmiuniqueiit  toutes 
par  des  sentiers  avec  le  village  de  La  Merced,  l'endroit  à  l'est  le 
plus  habité  de  cette  partie  du  Pérou.  La  baisse  en  valeur  de  ce 
produit  pendant  1896^  a  causé  naturellement  des  craintes  aux 
planteurs;  néanmoins,  ces  craintes  ne  semblent  pas  bien  fondées  car 
le  café  qu'ils  produisent  étant  d'une  qualité  excellente,  une  hausse 
peut  avoir  lieu  à  chaque  moment  Les  difficultés  principales  sont 
celles  de  transports  et  de  travail,  qui  sont  toutes  deux  sans  doute 
difficiles  à  surmonter. 

Pendant  l'année  189Ç,  la  quantité  totale  des  exportations  de 
café  du  l'érou  a  été  environ  1,066  tonnes.  Les  exj)ortati()ns  des 
districts  de  Huanuco  et  de  Chanchamayo  en  i8()Ç  se  sont  élrvées 
à  704  tonnes,  La  production  de  1896  a  du  au  moins  l'galer  celle 
de  1895,  mais  on  ne  sait  pas  encore  la  totalité  des  tonnes  exportées 
de  Pacasmayo,  Pisco  et  Salaverry  pendant  l'année  dernière. 

COMMERCE  DES  LAINES. 

Un  journal  péruvien  vient  de  publier  des  statistiques  afin  de 
montrer  que  le  commerce  des  laines  était  en  train  de  diminuer,  de- 
mandant au  Gouvernement  de  rechercher  la  cause  de  cette  diminu- 
tion mentionnée  de  Tune  des  branches  les  plus  importantes  de  la 
production  nationale.  On  s'est  donné  beaucoup  de  peine  pour  en 
procurer  des  iniorniatiouh  lie  sources  privées,  ahn  de  déterminer  s'il 
y  avait  quelque^;  raisons  à  cette  assertion,  mais  l'information  obte- 
nue et  qui  est  absolument  exacte,  montre  qu'il  n'y  en  avait  aucune. 
L'exportation  d'alpaga  pendant  ces  quinze'  dernières  aimées  a  été 
Bull.      4  13 
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cn  moyenne  de  30,000  balles  environ  par  année,  de  350  à  400 
livres  chacune.  Le  total  de  ces  chargements  va  à  la  Grande-Hre- 
tagnc.  11  n'a  pas  été  possible  d'obtenir  des  inibmnations  sembla- 
bles à  propos  de  la  laine  des  moutonsi  mais  on  ne  croit  pas 
qu*aucune  diminution  se  soit  fait  sentir  dans  les  exportations  qui 
ont  eu  lieu  ces  quelques  dernières  années. 


cocaïne. 

11  se  trouve  au  Pérou  dix  manuâctures  de  cocaine;  ç  à  Hua- 
nuco  ;  i  dans  le  district  de  Monzon  ;  1  dans  celui  de  Puzozo  ;  2 
à  Lima;  1  à  Callao. 

On  dit  que  la  production  de  cet  alcaloïde  précieux  a  diminué 

dernièrement    Cette  diminution  est  expliquée  par  le  fait  que 

l'extraction  est  moins  chère  à  rcnati¿j;cr,  ce  qui  se  prouve  par 
l'auf^mentation  de  l'exportation  des  tt  milles  de  coca. 

Le  tableau  suivant  montre  la  quantité  et  les  valeurs  de  la 
cocaine  exportée  de  1891  à  1895  : 


1S90 
1891 
1892 
1S93 
1894 
1895 


Annie.  Qunntité. 

Valeur. 

JTths. 

1.  730 

3.  215 

4.  550 

2.  357 
4,716 

3»  407 

Litrr*s  lUrNmg. 

346,  ooo 
643,000 
yio,  000 
471.  800 
943,  200 
600^940 

La  quantité  et  la  valeur  des  feuilles  de  coca  exportées  de  1891 
à  1894  ont  été  les  suivantes  : 


Année. 


Qnantité. 


iSgi 
1  -m: 
1693 
1894 


Kilos. 
128, 543 

3^î*.465 
3«/t>,  955 
372,  360 


Valeur. 


241.473 
t74,  39O 
707,  793 
706,566 


MAÏS. 

Le  maïs  fst  cultivé  en  j^^randes  quanrir<  a  au  Pérou,  où  il  cons- 
titue ralimcnt  principal  de  la  population  indienne,  qui  s'élève  à 
près  de  2,000,000,    La  meilleure  espèce  se  cultive  dans  la  région 
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montajjcnf^use.  En  effet,  le  niais  d'Urubamba,  lians  le  départe- 
ment de  Cuzco,  est  très  renomme  et  a  été  exposé  en  Europe. 
Le  maïs  d'Arequipa  est  aussi  d'une  qualité  excellente.  Dans  la 
province  de  Chancay  Ton  se  sert  de  cette  plante  pour  engraisser 
les  porcs»  et  dans  la  vallée  d'Arequipa  on  se  sert  de  guano  pour  sa 
culture. 

s?:l. 

L'importation  du  sel  au  Pérou  est  maintenant  défendue.  Un 
droit  de  5  sous  par  kilogramme  a  été  perçu  en  1896,  sur  le  sel  natif 
pour  les  usages  culinaires»  et  d'un  sou,  s'il  était  destiné  à  servir  dans 

les  manufactures,  cas  auquel  îl  n'est  plus  convenable  â  l'usage  culi- 
iiaiit:.  L  Etat  se  réserve  le  privilège  de  l'exportation  de  ce  pR>- 
duit.  Les  revenus  de  cette  taxt  orn'rcuse  seront  consacrés  au 
fonds  qu'on  ramasse  dans  le  but  de  payer  au  Chili  la  somme 
stipulée  dans  le  traité  de  paix  conclue  entre  le  Pérou  et  le  Chili,  au 
cas  de  la  restoration  des  provinces  de  Tacna  et  Arica  à  la  Repu- 
plique  du  Pérou.  La  levée  de  cette  taxe  a  rencontré  de  la  résis- 
tance parmi  la  population  indienne  dans  quelques  districts  du 
département  d'Ayacucbo  et  des  désordres  sérieux  ont  eu  lieu  en 
conséquence. 

D'après  un  rapport  officiel,  la  quantité  de  sel  exportée  annuelle- 
ment est  de  6,000  tonnes  environ  et  la  consommation  annuelle 
du  pays  est  de  35,000  tonnes  environ. 

VIGNOBLES. 

Cette  branche  de  l'agriculture  devient  d'une  importance  con- 
sidérable au  Pérou.  La  vigne  est  cultivée  dans  le  département 
de  Lima  sur  une  petite  ét  helle,  mais  dans  les  départenients  d'Ica 
et  de  Moquequa  il  y  a  îles  (grands  vignobles.  Les  rai5Íiis  mus- 
catels sont  très  cultivés  dans  ce  dernier  département,  et  de  leur  jus 
est  fabrique  un  vin  très  apprécié,  connu  sous  le  nom  de  Italia." 
On  boit  beaucoup  d'une  liqueur  inférieure  connue  sous  le  nom  de 
"Pisco."  Ces  spiritueux  sont  expédiés  généralement  dans  des 
vases  de  terre  en  forme  d'amphore.  Italia"  est  exporté  aux 
républiques  voisines,  et  des  petites  consignations. ont  été  expédiées 
à  l'Europe.  D'abord  on  ne  l'aime  pas,  mais  ceux  adonnés  aux 
spiritueux  y  prennent  goût  facilement  en  peu  de  temps.    Il  a 
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une  odeur  délicate  qui  lui  est  tout  à  fait  particulière,  et  c'est  très 
possible  qu'à  mesure  il  devient  plus  connu  de  l'Europe,  le  goût 
en  sera  répandu. 

Les  vins  rouges  et  blancs  sont  aussi  fabriqués  dans  ce  pays  et 
la  consommation  en  est  j)assabiement  grande.  Ils  sont  assez  bon 
marche,  iiuii^  les  vins  rouges  sont  généralement  d'une  qualité 
inférieure;  ils  sont  trop  aigres.  Les  vins  blancs  sont  potables, 
mais  ils  sont  susceptibles  d'améliorations.  En  effet,  tous  les  vins 
rouges  fabriqués  de  raisins  cultivés  sur  la  côte  méridionale  du 
Pacifique  sont  ou  trop  aigres  ou  trop  lourds  de  l'excès  de  l'alcooL, 
tandis  que  quelques-uns  des  vins  blancs  peuvent  être  classés  avec 
ceux  d'une  qualité  passable. 

Les  droits  perdus  sur  les  vins  étrangers,  étant  excessifs,  la 
majeure  [)artie  de  la  population  buvant  du  vin,  doit  se  contenter 
des  vins  aigres.  La  Bolivie  s'est  rendue  compte  de  l'avantage 
ress(  nti  ck  pcrnuftre  à  ses  habitants  de  boire  des  bons  vins,  et 
en  cun.séquencc, elle  a  réduit  à  un  chiffre  insignifiant  Its  droits  sur 
les  vins  français  avrr  le  résultat  qu'à  La  Paz  on  peut  se  procurer 
des  bons  vins  à  un  prix  raisonnable,  tandis  qu'au  Pérou  une  bou- 
teille de  bon  vin  est  un  luxe  limite  aux  classes  riches.  Il  serait 
sage  pour  ce  pays  de  suivre  le  même  sjrstème  que  Bolivie.  Les 
Êibricants  de  vin  aigre  se  plaindraient  naturellement  de  cette 
intervention  dans  leur  industrie,  mais  tout  le  public  générale- 
ment en  serait  reconnaissant 

BLÉ. 

Sont  importées  annuellement  du  Chili  40,000  tonnes  de  blé. 
Le  blé  du  Canada  est  considéré  supérieur  à  celui  du  Chili,  mais 
les  frets  du  Chili  par  bateaux  à  voiles  qui  ne  sont  que  de  4  soies 
par  tonne,  aussi  bien  que  la  nature  de  la  monnaie  payée  pour 
le  produit  (le  dollar  or  ne  vaut  que  1^%  pence  environ),  ne 
permettent  pas  à  présent  de  concurrence.  En  outre,  un  traité  de 
réciprocité  commerciale  entre  le  Chili  et  le  Pérou,  pour  l'admis- 
sion libre  de  droits  de  leurs  produits  respectifs,  a  été  souvent  ciré 
conune  un  des  moyens  par  lequel  les  deux  pays  pourraient  ajuster 
leurs  différends.  En  dépit  des  diiiicultés  appareninicnt  insur- 
montal)les,  rétablissement  d'une  ligne  entre  le  Canada  et  cette 
partie  du  monde  et  d'autres  changements  de  conditions,  pourrait 
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en  ofiHr  dans  Favenir  l'opportunité  de  concourir  avec  le  blé 
chilien,  et  par  conséquent  ce  sujet  ne  doit  pas  être  perdu  de  vue. 


OPIUM. 

C'est  assez  singulier  de  constater  que  malgré  la  diminuttdh 
rapide  des  Chinois  au  Pérou,  la  consommation  de  Topium  paraît 
s'augmenter.  La  seule  explication  qui  s'ofire  est  que  le  commerce 
de  contrebande  qu'on  connaît  être  Êiit  de  cette  denrée,  a. été  plus 
ou  moins  arrêté.  Le  tableau  ci-joint  donne  en  kilogrammes,  la 
quantité  d'opium  importée  de  1887  à  1892: 


18S7 
iSSS 


Quantité. 

Kilogrammes. 
15.  284 
«4. 474 
19. 39Í 


Anoée. 


Quantité. 


1 


1S90.  ^ 

iSçl......  

1892..  


Kilogrammes. 
31.  865 
24,  120 
30,  683 


COMPAGNIES  D'ASSURANCE. 

Le  Congn  s  National  de  189^,  a  voté  une  loi  interdisant  aux 
compagnies  d'assurance  de  poursuivre  leurs  transactions  au  Pérou 
à  moins  de  déposer  en  bonds,  en  monnaie  courante  ou  en  actions 
d'une  compagnie  de  bonne  renommée,  30  p.  c.  du  capital  placé 
dans  ce  pays.  Avant  la  mise  en  vigueur  de  cette  loi,  toutes  les 
compagnies  étrangères  ayant  des  agences  à  Lima,  ont  supplié  le 
Congrès  afin  que  le  Bill  alors  en  considération,  ne  devint  pas  une 
loi,  mais  leur  pétition  n*a  pas  été  écoutée,  sur  quoi,  28  compagnies, 
dont  20  anglaises,  retirèrent  leurs  agences. 

Manufactures  nationales  et  travail  des  coolies. 

Il  y  a  seulement  quelques  manufactures  au  pays  qui  méritent 
d'être  mentionées.  Une  des  plus  importantes,  est  la  fabrique  de  la 
Compagnie  de  Manufacture  de  Coton  á  X'itarte,  près  de  Lima. 
En  1895,  la  production  a  été  de  2,750,000  mètres.  A  Lima,  il 
y  a  une  fabrique  d'étoâfes  qu'on  dit  fait  de  bonnes  affaires,  mais 
le  rendement  annuel  est  inconnu.  Il  y  a  aussi  des  Êibriques  de 
tissus  au  Pérou. 

Il  y  a  plusieurs  brasseries  au  Pérou.   Celle  de  Lima,  une 
compagnie  anglaise,  Êiit  le  commerce  sur  une  grande  étendue. 
Il  y  a  aussi  des  fabriques  de  biscuits,  d'allumettes,  des  savonneries 

et  diverses  autres  fabriques  daiii  la  capitale. 
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VÉNÉZUÉLA. 

CONTRAT  POUR  UN  CANAL  D'IRRIGATION. 

Mr.  E.  H.  Plumacher,  consul  des  États-Unis  à  Maracaibo^ 
dans  une  dépêche  en  date  du  6  juillet,  tait  connaître  au  Départe- 
ment  d'État  que  le  Gouvernement  du  Vénézuéla  a  fait  un  contrat 

avec  la  "Compagnie  du  Canal  d'Irrigation,"  de  Maracaïbo,  pour 
qu'elle  construise  un  canal  de  la  Rivière  Palmar  jusqu'à  la  ville 
de  Maracaïbo. 

Par  les  termes  du  contrat,  le  syndicat  s'oblige  à  organiser  une 
compagnie  par  actions,  avec  ses  bureaux  principaux  dans  la  ville 
de  Maracaibo»  dans. le  but  de  construire  un  canal  pour  fournir  su^ 
fisamment  d'eau  pour  l'irrigation  des  terres  arides  situées  dans  les 
savanes  du  district  de  Maracaïbo»  et  aussi  pour  fournir  une 
quantité  d'eau  potable  suffisante  pour  les  besoins  de  la  ville. 

Le  Gouvernement  National  se  réserve  le  droit  de  fixer  les 
frais  pour  le  coût  des  eaux  d  irrigation,  et  aussi  des  eaux  destinées 
à  tournir  les  auges  et  les  pompes  à  l'usage  du  bétail. 

Toutes  les  machines,  matières  premières,  etc..  dont  on  a  besoin 
de  se  servir  dans  la  construction  du  chantier  d'exploitation  du 
canal,  seront  admises  dans  le  pays  en  franchise  de  droits  d'impor- 
tation. 

LA  CULTURE  DU  CAFÉ  ET  DU  CACAO. 

Le  gouvernement  vénézuélien  vient  de  publier  une  brochure 
traitant  de  l'industrie  du  café  et  du  cacao  du  pays.  Cette  publi- 
cation est  en  réponse  à  une  demande  iiiite  par  le  Ministre  d'Es- 
pagne à  Caracas,  et  a  été  publiée  en  forme  de  questionnaire.  Les 
questions  et  les  réponses  sont  données  ci-dessous. 

CAF¿. 

1.  Quelle  CSC  kl  superficie  en  culture? 
Réponse.  163,508  hectares  environ. 

2.  La  culture  augmentc-t-cllc  ou  restc-l-eilc  stationnairc ? 
R.  Elle  augmente. 

3.  La  superficie  totale  plantée  en  calé  rapporte-t-elle  de  la  récolte? 
R.  Oui,  sauf  celle  qui  a  été  plantée  pendant  les  deux  dernières  annéo. 


Digitizec  uy  google 


I 


BUREAU  OF  iOkfERICAN  REPUBLICS,  Jit 

4.  Quelle  a  été  la  producción  moyenne  par  année  P 

R.  Un  million  de  qutntaux  pour  exportation  et  200,000  quintaux  pour  la 

consommation  intérieure. 

5.  Quelle  en  sera  la  production  quand  les  nouvelles  plantations  commenceront 

à  produire? 

R.  La  production  sera  en  proportion,  pourvu  iju'il  y  ait  assez  d'ouvriers 
procurables  pour  le  travûl,  maïs  il  est  impossible  d'en  faire  le  calcul  même 
approximatif. 

6.  Quel  est  l'âge  moyen  des  planta^ons  à  présent  Í 
R.  Trente  ans  environ. 

7.  Quelle  est  la  durée  moyenne  de  chaque  plante  f 

R.  Dans  les  régions  chaudes,  elle  est  d'environ  trente  ans;  dans  les  régions 

tempérées,  elle  est  d'environ  soixante  ans. 

g.  Quelle  est  la  récolte  moyenne  que  produit  chaque  arbre? 

R.  Une  demi  livre. 

9.  Comment  se  fait  la  cueillette  du  café  ? 

R.  Soit  en  choisissant  les  grains  bien  mûris  ou  bien,  en  les  cueillant  tous  au 
même  temps. 

10.  Comment  prépare-t-on  le  grain  i 

R.  On  le  prépare  par  un  procédé  qui  serait  trop  long  à  décrire  ici,  mms  on 
peut  indiques  plusieurs  ouvrages  sur  la  culture  du  café,  tels  que,  par  exemple, 
ceux  du  Sefior  jAvnf  Cabillo  ou  du  Seffor  FaANCisco  josi  Madriz. 

1 1 .  Quels  sont  les  départements  dans  le  voisinage  de  Caracas  où  l'on  culàve 

le  caféier  ? 

R.  On  cultive  le  caféier  sur  les  plateaux  aux  environs  de  Caracas  et  dans  les 

vallées  des  rivières  Luy  et  Aragua. 

12.  Quel  est  le  prix  moyen  du  café  à  présent? 
R.  Quatre-vingts  bolivars  par  quintal. 

I  3.  Quels  sont  les  autres  produits  que  l'on  cultive  au  V'cnczuéla? 
R.  L'indigo,  la  canne  à  sucre,  le  mais,  les  fruits  menus,  les  céréales,  auxquels 
on  peut  ajouter  le  coton  pour  la  consommation  intérieure. 

14.  D'où  obtient' on  les  laboureurs? 

R.  Prinâpalement  des  villes  voisines,  et  ils  reçoivent  en  moyen  trois  bolivars 
et  demi  par  jour. 

15.  En  quoi  consiste  leur  nourriture? 

R.  Elle  est  très  abondante  et  appr<^riée  au  pays,  elle  consiste  principalement 

en  viande,  en  pain  de  maïs,  en  haricots  et  en  autres  espèces  de  légumes. 

16.  Quelle  est  la  monnaie  courante  au  Vénézuéla? 

R.  Le  bolivar,  qui  équivaut  à  un  franc,  ou  25.25  bolivars  par  livre  sterling. 

CACAO. 

1.  Quelle  est  la  superficie  du  terrain  où  l'on  cultive  le  cacao? 

Réponse.  Environ  340  lieues  carrées  contenant  6,666  varas*  chaque  lieue. 

3.  La  culture  augmente-t-eile  ou  reste>t-elle  stationnaîre? 

R.  Elle  augmente,  mais  très  lentement. 

*  L>  vara  équivaut  à  3,3  pouces  et  deaiL 
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3.  La  superficie  totale  plantée  en  cacao  est-elle  en  production  à  présent? 
R.  La  partie  en  culture  rapporte  maintenant  presqu'en  totalité. 

4.  Quelle  est  la  production  moyenne  par  année? 

•  R.  Deux  cent  mille fanegas  de  1 10  livres  españoles  chaque  ftnega. 

5.  Quelle  sera  la  production  quand  les  nouvelles  plantations  commenceront 
a  rapporter  ? 

R.  Comme  les  nouvelles  plantations  peuvent  être  augmentées  considérable- 
ment, il  n'y  a  pa?  de  limites  à  cette  récolte. 

6.  Quel  est  r.igc  movcn  des  plantations  à  present? 

R,  11  est  très  difficile  à  dire,  puisqu'on  plante  constamment  de  nouveaux 
arbres,  et  dans  quelques  plantations  déjeunes  arbres  se  trouvent  côte  à  côte  des 
vieux. 

7.  (Quelle  est  la  durée  moyenne  de  cliaque  arbre? 
R.  Quarante  ans. 

8.  Quelle  est  la  production  moyenne  de  chaque  arbre  ? 

R.  Il  y  a  deux  qualités  de  cacao  entièrement  dURrentet;  le  cacao  qu*on 
appelle  "criollo"  ou  fin,  rapporte  10  fanegas*  par  mille  arbres.  Des  variétés 
inférieures,  celle  appelée  "pompdn"  est  la  plus  abondante,  et  une  autre,  appelée 
"angolcta,"  rapporte  un  peu  moins. 

9.  Comment  fait-on  la  récolte? 

R.  La  récolte  du  cacao  est  faite  généralement  par  des  femmes  qui  sont  pour- 
vues de  bâtons  en  bois  surmontés  d'un  couteau  à  pointe,  qui  leur  servent  à  couper 
les  cabus&es  du  cacao  qui  sont  alors  emportées  en  panniers  aux  établissements 
centraux. 

10.  Comment  le  Buit  est-il  préparé? 

R.  On  ouvre  les  cabosses  et  les  grains  sont  répandus  sur  un  canevas  pendant 
vingt-quatre  heures  jusqu'à  ce  que  la  peau  se  détache;  ensuite  les  grains  sont 
exposés  au  soleil  pendant  trois  ou  quatre  jours  ou  séchés  par  machines;  dan» 
quelques  endroits  les  grûns  sont  frottés  avec  de  l'argile  rouge  ou  de  l'ocre. 

1 1.  Quels  sont  les  endroits  voisins  où  l'on  cultive  le  cacao? 
R.  L'île  de  Trinidad  est  le  plus  important. 

1  2.  est  le  prÏT  moyen  du  cacao  ' 

R.  Le  prix  du  cacao  de  qualité  ordinaire,  est  à  présent  (janvier  1896)  de  52 
bolivars  par  fanega  de  1 10  livres  espagnoles,  et  du  "  criollo,"  ou  qualité  fine, 
de  176  bolivars.  ' 

13.  Quelle  est  l'opinion  générale  à  l'égard  de  l'avenir  de  cette  culture? 

R.  Bien  que  le  stock  en  Burope  ait  augmenté  dernièrement,  surtout  des  classes 
ordinaires,  on  ne  s'attend  pas  à  des  baisses  de  prix  importantes,  par  ce  qu'ils  sont 
déjà  très  bas,  et  atuai  par  ce  que  le  cacao  est  un  article  qui  ne  pousse  qu'en 
peu  d'endroits,  et  qu'il  faut  de  8  i  10  ans  pour  que  les  arbres  conunencent  à 
produire. 

14.  Quels  sont  les  autres  produits  qui  sont  cultivés  au  Vénézuéla? 

R.  Le  produit  le  plus  important  est  le  café;  en  outre,  on  cultive  un  pQ|l  de 
tabac,  des  céréales  et  des  truits  menus  qui  servent  de  nourriture. 

*I<a  fàiiega  eqoitwut  à  1.6  livres^ 
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1Ç.  D'où  les  laboureurs  sont-iis  obtenus? 

R.  Presque  tous  sont  des  natiis  du  pays,  mais  il  y  a  quelques-uns  engagés 
dans  cette  industrie  qui  viennent  de»  iles  Canaries. 

16.  Quels  sont  les  gages  payés? 

R.  Les  gages  varient  d'après  les  endroits;  mus  le  moyen  est  environ  5  bolivars 
pour  les  hommes  et  1  bolivar  et  demi  pour  les  femmes,  par  jour» 

17.  En  qttoi  consiste  leor  nourriture^ 

R.  Consiste  principalement  en  pain  de  mais,  en  poisson  et  quelquefois  d'un 
peu  de  bœuf;  le  tout  produit  dans  le  pays. 


MISCELLANES  COMMERCIALÉES, 

RÉPUBLIQUE  ARGENTINE. 

BtfooiM  d  BU  ^  présente  moisson  de  blé  dans  la  République  Argen- 

tine promet  bien;  et,  comme  la  quantité  semée  a  été  plus 
grande  que  l'année  précédente,  la  perspective  est  particulièrement  satisfaisante. 

Cependant,  les  cultivateurs  du  pays  craignent  le  retour  de  la  peste  des  saute- 
relles qui  a  causé  tant  de  ravages  et  de  pertes  en  iSq<^>;  aussi  prennent-ils  des 
mesures  actives  et  énergiques  pour  s'en  garantir.    La  tonte  des  laines  est,  dit-on, 
supérieure  en  quantité  et  en  tjualitc  à  celle  de  l'année  dernière. 
PiTfigt  tn  Afphtltt  i  Laville  de  Buenos  Aires  projeete  de  ûirc  paver  ses 

rues  avec  de  l'asphalte.  Dans  ce  but,  elle  demande  des 
soumissions  aux  États-Unis,  en  Angleterre  et  en  France,  et  les  devis  devront 
être  pour  le  pavage  de  i  $0  blocs  de  maisons.  D'après  les  nouvelles  reçues  de 
M,  Buchanan,  Ministre  des  États>Unis  â  Buenos  Aires,  ces  devu  et  formes  de 
lounussions  doivent  être  adressés  i  la  légation  argentine  i  Washington. 

BRÉSIL. 

D'après  le  "Brésil,"  journal  publié  à  Rio,  une  corn- 
pagnie  avec  un  capital  de  10,000  contos,  divisé  en  ac- 
tions de  50,000  rcis,  va  être  établie  dans  le  District  Fédéral  du  Brésil.  Le  but 
de  cette  compagnie  est  de  relier  ensemble  par  une  ligne  de  téléphones,  toutes  les 
capitales  des  États  de  la  République,  et  portera  le  nom  de  "Sociedade  Tele- 
phonica  Norte  Sul." 

Kora,— On  CQiitM<qwv«iit  à  environ  $200,  monnaie  des  lÎ^ts-Unis,  et  un  mitréis  &  vingt  cents  à 
peu  pith 

Biqrfiittfim tlf  IWnr  correspondant  écrivant  au  sujet  du  commerce  de 

la  farine  des  États  Unis  avec  le  Brésil,  démontre  que 
pendant  l'année  fiscale  ñnissant  le  30  juin  iBgà,  Baltimore  a  expone  quarante- 
sept  pour  cent  de  tous  les  envois.  Comme  explication  partielle  de  cette 
prépondérance,  le  rapport  dit  que  par  suite  d'une  longue  expérience,  les  négo- 
ciants de  Baltimore  et  les  propriétaires  de  minoteries,  ont  appris  i  adapter 
leurs  produits  conformément  aux  demandes  du  marché  brésilien.  Baltimore, 
autrefois,  avait  le  plut  grand  commerce  d'importation  de  café  ;  mûs  dans  ces 
dernières  années,  il  a  été  transféré  à  des  ports  situés  plus  au  Nord.    Les  navires 
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arrivant  à  New  Vork  du  Brésil»  chargés  de  café,  et  voulant  prendre  des  car- 
gaisons de  retour,  font  maintenant  le  voyage  triangulidre  de  Nevr  York  à  Balti- 
more pour  des  chargements  de  farine  demandée  sur  les  marchés  Sud  Américains. 

La  récolte  du  café  au  Brésil  pour  l'année  1896-97,  est 
Récolte  du  Cafe.  généralement  concédée  pour  avoir  été  une  des  plus  extra- 
ordinaires, ayant  produit  9,000,000  de  sacs,  et  les  négociants  ont  craint  natu- 
rellement, que  ce  surcroît  de  production  causera  une  baisse  dans  les  prix. 
Toutetois,  il  c>c  dit  ofiiticllenient,  dans  un  extrait  d'une  revue  du  marché,  trans- 
mise au  Département  d'État,  par  M.  Paul  Wie^ikl,  Consul  des  États-Unis  à 
Managua,  quoique  la  quantité  de  café  produite  cette  année-ci  ait  été  considérée 
comme  un  rendement  moyen,  elle  n'est  pas  aussi  excessive  que  celle  de  l'année 
dernière  qui  a  été  calculée  à  7,500,000  sacs  pour  l'année  1897-98. 

ÊgUATEUR. 

Le  Gouvernement  de  l'Équateur  vient  d'augmenter  de  20  pour  cent  les  droits 
additionnels  de  douane. 

Cette  surtaxe  devra  être  acquittée  au  moyen  de  bons  au  porteur  dont  la  créa- 
tion a  été  récemment  décidée.  Ces  obligations,  d'une  valeur  de  $00,  250  et  100 
sucre;,  bénéficiant  d'un  intérêt  annuel  de  10  pour  cent,  seront  vendus  avec  un 
e^cunipie  de  5  pour  cent,  quand  la  somme  souscrite  sera  de  moms  de  5,000 
sucres,  et  de  10  pour  cent  quand  elle  sera  supérieure  à  ce  chiffre. 

Quand  le  paiement  de  la  surtaxe  ne  sera  pas  eCèctaé  2  Taide  de  ces  bons,  il 
sera  perçu  une  surcharge  de  5  pour  cent. 

HONDURAS  ANGLAIS. 

loB  peor  ÉotainK*    ^  Commission  du  district  de  la  ville  de  Bélize  (Hon- 
'*         duras  Anglais)  a  décidé  d'éclairer  les  rues  i  l'électricité; 

et,  à  cet  effet,  invüe  des  soumissions  de  toutes  parts.  Le  système  choisi  est  celui 
des  trois  61s,  ou  fils  neutres,  et  comprend  les  chaudières,  les  machines,  les  dyna- 

mci,  1e<!  accumulateurs,  le?  conduits  en  cuivre,  les  tuyaux  flexibles  en  plomb,  les 
lampes,  lampadaires  en  fer,  les  isolateurs,  les  fusées,  les  lampes  à  arcs  et  celles  à 
globes. 

Les  soumissions  devront  être  reçues  par  M.  A.  R.  M.  Simkiks,  M.  I.  F,.,  aux 
soins  de  M.  F.  Otto,  Tower  Chambers,  Moorgate  street,  Londres,  E.  C,  avant 
le  20  octobre  1 897. 

Dans  le  cahier  des  charges  transmis  au  Département  d'État  par  M.  Moklan, 
Consul  des  États-Unis  â  Bélize,  il  est  dît  que  la  comminion  ne  s'engage  pas  à 
accepter  aucune  soumission,  ou  la  moins  élevée. 

NICARAGUA. 

MarcMpooriMMteUii*.     ^»  répottsc  uux  différentes  demandes  à  ce  sujet,  M. 

à  Écrire.  Thomas  O'Haka,  Consul  des  États-Unis  à  San  Juan  del 

Norte,  informe  le  Département  d'État  des  possibilites  et  des  occasions  d'établir 
des  agences  de  ces  machines  au  Nicaragua.  M.  0*Har.\  fait  l'observation 
remarquable,  qu'ii  San  Juan  del  Norte,  il  n'y  a  qu'une  seule  machine  à  écrire  et 
cinq  à  Bluchelds.    Ceci,  malgré  le  fait  que  le  tarif  sur  ces  articles  a  été  réduit 
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au  minimum,  n'étant  que  dc  vingt  centavos  ou  un  peu  plus  Je  huit  ccntâ  lu  livre. 
Ce  droit  a  été  encore  dîminaé  de  quatre  cinquièmes,  si  l'on  peut  prouver  que 
la  machine  est  actuellement  en  usage.  Ces  instruments  atteignent,  au  Nicara- 
gua,  un  prix  de  cent  dollars  or,  sur  lequel  l'agent  a  droit  i  une  commission  de 
vingt-dnq  pour  cent. 

Prenant  le  rapport  de  M.  O'Hara  en  considération,  sur  les  occasions  favora- 
bles d'un  commerce  de  ces  machines  au  Nicaragua,  il  serait  probablement 
avantageux  pour  les  fabricants  amcricains  d'étudier  les  marchés  des  autres  villes 
importantes,  telles  que  Managua,  Lcon  et  Grenada. 

_       .  '  ^  „       M.  H.  R.  Salter,  Trésorier  ac  l'Administration  des 

Contributions  du  Département  de  Zalaya,  a  envoyé  à 
ce  Bureau  un  rapport  des  exportations  du  port  de  Bluefields,  pour  Tannée  fiscale 
finissant  le  50  juin  1897. 

D'après  ce  document,  il  parait  que  l'article  principal  d'exportation  a  été  les 
bananes  se  chiffrant  par  i,39$,o86  régimes.  Le  caoutchouc  occupe  le  second 
rang  important,  il  a  donné  un  total  de  167,703  livres,  ensuite  vient  l'or,  io,$^z% 
onces,  et  en  dernier,  ixq^f^i  noir  de  coco. 

Dans  la  correspondance  de  M.  Paul  Wiesike,  Consul 
de  htats-Unis  n  Managua,  en  date  du  10  septembre,  et 
rc(,uc  par  le  Département  d'F.tat,  on  mentionne  le  développement  rapide  d'un 
nouveau  chemin  de  ter  entre  l'intérieur  du  Nicaragua  et  la  cote  de  l'Atlantique. 
Les  lettres  transmues  au  Département  comprennent  des  communications  de  M. 
W1S8IKE,  appelant  l'attention  du  Président  Zblaya  et  du  Général  Micun.  Esn- 
NOZA,  Président  du  Congrès  national  sur  ce  sujet,  leurs  réponses  en  faveur 
dudit  projet,  et  leurs  promesses  de  lui  donner  leur  appui  pour  le  mener  ï  bonne 
fin.  La  construction  de  cette  ligne  est  confiée  de  préférence  à  des  Américains, 
et  les  clauses  du  contrat  conclu  autrefois,  avec  Messrs.  Barung  et  Davis,  des 
États-Unis,  seront  observées  autant  que  possible.  Une  des  conditions  recom- 
mandée'; par  M.  WiFsiKF,  est  que  tout  le  matériel  nécessaire  aux  travaux  sera 
admis  dans  le  pays  en  iranchise  de  droits.  Cette  exemption  sera  appliquée  aux 
provisions  de  toute  sorte,  excepté  les  spiritueux  et  le  tabac.  L'achèvement  du 
chemin  de  fer  réduira  le  temps  des  communications  avec  les  États-Unis,  de 
quinze  A  six  jours,  ci  en  conséquence  de  la  ligne  de  vapeurs  sur  la  côte  de  l'Atlan- 
tique, qui,  dit-on,  fait  partie  de  l'entreprise,  cette  voie  ferrée  sera  d'un  avantage 
incalculable  pour  les  villes  de  Rama  et  de  Blnefields. 

MEXI^^UE. 

La  Revue  du  Commerce  Extérieur,  de  Paris,  dans  son 
numéro  du  ZI  août,  annonce  qu  il  se  formera  bientôt  un 
syndicat  pour  établir  au  Mexique  une  grande  manufacture  de  souliers.   Le  capital 

destiné  à  cette  entreprise  sera  de  un  ou  deux  millions  de  dollars.  Le  syndicat  se 
propose  d'expédier  sur  les  marcliés  européens  et  américains,  des  quantités  con- 
sidérables de  chaussures  qui,  se  \  cndant  à  has  prix  en  monnaie  courante  mexi- 
caine, profiteront  de  la  fluctuation  du  taux  du  change  à  l'étranger. 

UvAu  à»  Timingt  décret  du  Gouvernement,  promulgué  récemment, 

accorde  l'exemption  du  droit  de  tonnage  â  tous  les  vais> 
seaux  américains  et  à  ceux  des  autres  nations  qui  entrent  dans  les  ports  Mexicains, 
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exclusivement  charges  dc  charbon.  Les  expéditions  de  charbon  des  États-Unis 
pour  le  Mexique,  s'élevaient  à  16,480  tonnes,  en  juin  1896,  et  à  32,671  tonnes 
en  juin  de  la  présente  année  ;  un  gain  effèccif  de  100  pour  cent. 

PÉROU. 

D'après   des  intunnations    recues  par  ce   Bureau,  iî 
MiaM  i  'Or.  .     .  . 

paraîtrait  i^ue  des  gisement:»  aurilcrcî»  ont  été  réccniinctii 

découverts  à  l'est  du  Pérou,  et  d'une  richesse  supérieure  â  ceux  connus  jusqu  *à 
présent  dans  ce  pays  si  célèbre  pour  ses  quantités  de  métaux  précieux.  Les 
Départements  de  Cuzco  et  de  Puno,  où  ces  mines  se  trouvent,  sont  d'un  accès 
fiicile  par  chemin  de  fer  ;  du  port  de  Moliendo  sur  le  Pacifique,  il  y  a  déjà  une 
ligne  en  opération  jusqu'au  Département  de  Puno.  Aujourd'hui,  le  voyage  se 
fait  â  dos  de  mulet  jusqu'à  Cuzco,  mais  on  projette  la  construction  d'une  autre 
ligne  qui  complétera  bientôt  le  réseau. 

URUGUAY. 

jj^f^^,  II,  4,  itMrtns  «t  ás    ^*  ScHKAMu,  Consul  des  États-Unis,  dans  un 

Pmdales.  rapport  daté  du  1er  août,  adressé  a\i  D  'r  irtement  d'État, 

encourage  les  fabricants  de  montres  et  de  pendules  à  faire  de  plus  grands  efforts 
pour  conserver  rr  commerce  dans  l'Uruguay.  Jusqu'à  présent,  l'Allemagne  en 
a  eu  pratiquement  le  monopole,  car  ces  articles  se  vendent  toujours  complets; 
les  boucs  et  le:,  mouvements  n'étant  jamais  séparés  comme  marchandises  de 
clauses  différentes.  Les  pendules,  cependant,  ont  été  l'objet  d'unnc  plus  grande 
attention,  et  un  rapport  comparatil  pour  les  années  1895  et  1896,  indique  une 
augmentation  remarquable  dans  les  importarions  des  États-Unis.  En  1895,  sur 
une  évaluation  totale  de  $8,982,  les  États-Unis  figurent  pour  $2,834  environ 
un  tiers;  tandis  qu'en  1896,  le  commerce  de  pendules  de  l'Uruguay  avec  le 
monde  entier,  s'élevait  â  $13,608,  dont  $7,006,  ou  presque  la  moitié,  est  portée 
au  crédit  des  États-Unis. 

VÉNÉZÜÉLA. 

N  ureBu  Chemin  de  F«r  dircctiou  du  chcmin  dc  fer  de  "Coro  et  la 

Vela  "  et  de  la  "  Compagnie  des  Améliorations, *'  une  nou- 
velle ligne  a  été  construite  et  sera  bientôt  inaugurée,  entre  le  port  de  La  Vela 

et  la  ville  intérieure  de  Coro.  Le  contrat  en  vertu  duquel  cette  entreprise  a 
été  commencée,  et  dont  on  a  fair  mention  dan^  !e  Bulletin  de  décembre  1  9rj4, 
contient  la  clause  que  cette  ligne  serait  livrée  au  trafic  le  20  octobre  lii;7. 
La  coopération  enthousiaste  des  capitalistes  des  Htats-Unis  et  du  \  éné/uéla 
a  rendu  possible  l'exécution  des  stipulation»  pour  l'époque  hxée  ;  elles  bons 
résultats  de  ces  travaux  se  voient  déjà  dans  le  fait  que  l'on  considère  sérieuse- 
ment la  proposition  de  prolonger  la  ligne  jusqu'à  Maracaibo.  Tout  le  matériel 
nécessaire  pour  la  construction  d'une  voie  ferrée  de  cette  longueur  et  de  cette 
importance,  se  trouve  déjà  entre  les  mains  des  promoteurs,  de  sorte  que  les 
travaux  commenceront  dès  que  certaines  formalités  indispensables  seront  remplies. 
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ANUNCIO  DEL  BOLETÍN  MENSUAL. 


ltEVl»TA  COMERCIAL  PUBUCADA  POa   LA  OnCINA  DE  LAS   REPVBUCAS  AMERICANAS. 


La  Unión  înternaànnal. — Uno  de  los  acontecimientos  modernos  más  impor- 
tantes que  han  tenido  lugar  en  este  siglo,  y  aun  puede  decirse  (¡ue  en  !o«  anales 
de  la  diplomacia,  es  el  hecho  de  que  die"/  v  nueve  naciones  ¡>c  hayan  unido  para 
el  establccimicnid  Je  un.i  Oficina  Internacional  para  la  "colección,  clasificación 
y  publicación"  de  iníormcs  comerciales.  No  se  registra  en  la  historia 
semejante  convención  ni  en  éste  ni  en  ningún  otro  pafs.  La  Oficina  de  las 
Repúblicas  Americanas  es  única  en  su  clase,  y  reconoce  por  base  intereses 
internacionales  y  mercantiles.  Se  cree  que  es  esencial  al  desarrollo  de  las 
relaciones  comerciales  entre  las  Repúblicas  Americanas  que  los  productos, 
costumbres  é  intereses  de  cada  una  sean  conocidos  á  las  otras.  No  solamente 
es  indispensable  que  los  fabricantes  y  comerciantes  de  los  Estados  Unidos 
conozcan  bien  las  condiciones  en  que  las  otras  Repúblicas  se  hallan  situadas, 
sino  que  las  clases  comerciales  é  industriales  de  estas  (íltimas  «epan  i  que 
atenerse  respecto  Je  los  Estados  Unidos.  La  rcciprociJaJ  en  los  intornics  es  un 
requisito  necesario  para  la  reciprocidad  en  el  comercio.  Es»  por  este  motivo  que 
se  ha  solicitado,  para  sviininistrar  Jatos,  la  cooperación  de  cuantos  están  intere- 
sados en  la  Unión  Internacional  de  las  RcpúL)licaâ  Americanas,  y  dicha  coopera- 
ción ha  sido  cordialmente  otorgada.  Todos  estos  informes  se  publican  en 
inglés,  español,  portugués  y  francés,  á  fin  de  que  circulen  en  todas  las  Repúbli- 
cas y  lleguen  sin  demora  al  conocimiento  de  todos  los  comerciantes  en  cada  una 
de  ellas. 

N('(f'S}dad  de  iin  Periódico  Oficud. — La  Oficina  de  las  Repúhücas  Americanas 
5c  fundó  en  \  ^<^)0,  según  la  rccoinend.ición  de  la  Coníercncia  Internacional  Ameri- 
cana, que  íué  convocada  por  el  Honorable  |amfs;  G.  Bi  aint,  á  la  sazón  Secretario 
de  Estado,  y  que  tuvo  sus  sesiones  en  W  aihingiüii  JcsJc  octubre  de  1889  hasta 
abril  de  1890.  El  objeto  de  esta  Oficina  es  recoger  y  distribuir  datos  comer- 
ciales, 7  es  "  sostenida  por  todos  para  el  provecho  de  todos."  Ha  alcanzado 
ya  benéficos  resultados  para  las  diez  y  nueve  Repúblicas  que  la  establecieron,  las 
cuales  han  contribuido  á  mantenerla  en  proporción  al  número  de  sus  habitantes* 
El  trabajo  de  esta  Oficina  ha  crecido  tan  rápidamente,  y  los  valiosos  informes  que 
ella  ha  recogido  son  tan  voluminosos,  que  se  ha  considerado  necesario  para 
hacerlos  conocer  &  las  casas  de  comercio  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  México,  la 
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America  Ccnrral  y  del  Sur,  la<i  colonia-,  europeas  en  la  América  del  Sur,  las  Antillas 
V  ias  Islas  de  Hawaii,  la  publicación  de  una  rcviiui  denominada  "El  Boletfn 
Mensual, "  que  fué  fundada  en  1893,  y  en  cuyas  páginas  se  registran  anuncios 
desde  el  mes  de  octubre  de  1896.  Es  esta  publicación  para  los  países  de  la 
Unión  Internacional  Americana  lo  que  el  "  British  Board  of  Trade  Journal  ** 
ha  sido  por  largo  tiempo  para  tos  cónsules,  agentes  comerciales,  manufactureros  y 
embarcadores  de  la  Gran  Brctafta — el  periódico  oficial  de  "informes  comerciales, 
arancelarios  y  otros  varios." 

Cirai ¡íiLiónU nivel iui detesta  R'  i  i.sta.-  "  El  Boletín  "está destinado  á  informes 
originales  acerca  de  las  fuentes  de  rií;vie/a,  desarrolladas  n  no,  que  existen 
ca  lãs  diez  y  nueve  República:»  que  iorniaii  la  Unión  Internacional  Americana. 
Dichos  informes,  lo  mismo  que  cuantos  datos  se  publican  editorialmente  en 
cada  número,  se  sacan  de  fuentes  oficiales.  Todo  es  absolutamente  fidedigno 
y  se  da  i  luz  en  cuatro  lenguas,  inglés,  espaftol,  portugués  y  francés.  £1  trabajo 
del  departamento  de  publicación  de  la  Oficina  es  tan  excepcional  como  lo  son 
las  condiciones  de  su  fundación  y  mantenimiento.  Ninguna  publicación  en  el 
mundo  goza  de  una  circulación  tan  especial  como  "  El  Boletín  Mensual."  Cua- 
renta mi)  cimpl ares  se  remiten  mensualmentc  de  Washington  i  individuos  parti- 
culares en  las  Repúblicas  y  colonias  de  la  América  latina.  Diez  mil  ejemplares 
se  envían  á  las  más  importantes  ca-ía?  comerciales  de  Fnropa,  Asia,  Vfrica  y 
Australia,  miéntras  tjuc  un  número  igual  se  dirige  á  10,000  fabricantes  y 
embarcadores,  de  los  Estados  Unidos  inicrciadoi  en  el  rráfico  extranjero.  Mien- 
tras que  la  edición  de  setiembre  era  de  setenta  y  cinco  mil  ejcinplarci  el  número 
de  éstas  que  se  imprimirán  y  distribuirán  en  los  próximos  doce  meses  será  un 
millón. 

Ejemplares  Remtidos  ú  Direcciones  Partícula >f-s. — La  lista,  cuidadosamente 
revisada  hasta  la  fecha,  incluye  toda  clase  de  hombres  de  negocios  y  empleados 
de  consideración,  por  ejemplo:  Presidentes,  Vice-Presidcntcs  y  Miembros  de 
Gabinete  de  la?  diferentes  Repúblicas;  individuos  de  los  Congresos  Nacionales; 
gt)hernadores  de  estados  y  provincias;  alcaldes  de  ciudades;  íigentes  compra- 
dores de  ios  diversos  países;  empleados  de  las  cámaras  v  junta"-  de  comercio,  de 
los  clubs,  de  las  inituucionei.  de  enseñanza  y  de  bciieñceiicia  ;  representantes 
Uiplomálicos  y  consulares;  bibliotecas;  bancos;  establecimientos  que  emplean 
motores  diversos,  entre  otros  la  electricidad;  ingenieros  civiles;  ferrocarriles  & 
vapor  y  urbanos;  líneas  de  navegadón;  plantadores  y  agricultores;  periódicos 
y  tipografías  ¡  manufacturas,  y  otras  casas  comerciales  importantes.  Numerosos 
ejemplares  son  comprados  por  el  público  en  general,  lo  que  demuestra  creciente 
interés  en  el  desarrollo  de  las  fuentes  naturales  de  riqueza  en  México,  la  .América 
Central  y  la  del  Sur.  Además  de  la  citada  circulación,  millares  de  números  del 
Boletín  se  destinan  para  bibliotecas  públicas  y  comerciales,  y  accediendo  á  la 
súplica  de  aleiinci  diputados,  ejemplares  se  remiten  á  personas  interesadas  en 
cada  uno  de  los  trescientos  cincuenta  y  seis  distritos  legislativos  de  los  Estados 
Unidos.  Se  encuentra  también  de  venta  el  Boletín  en  todas  las^  agencias  de 
periódicos  de  los  Estados  Unidos.     El  capitalista  que  desea  invertir  su  dinero  y 
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el  fabricante  que  quiere  aumentar  la  venta  de  sus  producto?,  leen  con  cuidado  el 
Boletín  y  por  su  medio  encuentran  nuevos  campos  y  provechosa»  oportunidades 
para  sus  negocios. 


Servido  ^ectívo  con  Poco  Costo.'^Lsa  personas  á  quienes  no  se  ocultan  ïas 
ventajas  del  Boletín  Mensual  son  aquellas  q^ue  buscan  la  publicidad  en  nuestro 
propio  pais,  las  que  desean  ponerse  en  contacto  con  el  público  de  México,  la 
América  Central  y  del  Sur,  las  Antillas  y  Hawaii;  en  una  palabra,  todas  aquellas 

que  se  interesan  en  mantener  bien  informados,  tanto  &  los  centros  mercantiles 
delas  tres  Américas,  como  al  público  en  general.  El  comerciante  experimentado 
en  materia  de  avisos,  no  puede  menos  de  apreciar  la  clase  de  público  que  va  i 
leer  sus  anuncios,  }•  la  oportunid.id  que  se  Ic  presenta  al  dirigirse  en  inglés, 
español,  portugucs  6  francés,  ó  en  tudas  estas  lenguas,  á  la  vey.,  si  lo  desea,  á  las 
perdonas  más  distinguidas  del  hemisferio  occidental,  tanta  oficial,  como  literaria 
y  comercialmente  hablando.  Los  resultados  del  primer  año  han  sido  satisfac- 
torios i  cuantos  se  han  valido  de  esta  publicadón  {»ra  sus  anuncios.  "  £1  Boletín  " 
ha  sido  aumentado  hasta  darle  el  tamaflo  del  "  British  Board  of  Trade  Journal," 
se  le  harán  agregado  ilustraciones,  y  su  circulación  se  ha  mis  que  duplicado*  Cada 
mes  contendrá  notables  artículos  originales,  escritos  por  hombres  públicos  y  por 
peritos  en  asuntos  comerciales  y  económicos.  Registrará  también  extractos 
de  los  últimos  informes  consulares  de  éste  y  de  otros  países,  así  como  datos 
sobre  el  crecimiento  de  las  ciudades  más  importantes  interesadas  en  el  comercio 
extranjero.    £n  todo  sentido  irá  mejorando  esta  publicación  de  día  en  día. 

Solamente  se  Aceptan  Casas  de  Responsabilidad. — Escrupoloso  cuidado  se 
observa  al  aceptar  anundos  para  *'  SI  Boletín  Mensual.  "  Aunque  no  se  pretende 
estar  siempre  á  cubierto  de  equivocaciones,  es  de  justicia  declarar  que  por  ningún 
precio  se  insertarán  anuncios  en  el  Boletín,  mientras  el  Director  de  la  Oúcina  de  las 
Repúblicas  Americanas  no  esté  satisfecho  de  la  respetabilidad  del  que  los  publica 
y  de  su  responsabilidad  personal,  tanto  bajo  el  punto  de  vista  comercial,  como 
pecuniario.  El  objeto  que  se  tiene  á  la  mira  es  suministrar  informes  fidedignos  en 
todo  sentido.  En  la  correspondencia  qye  diariamente  se  recibe  en  esta  Oficina  se 
solicitan  indicaciones  6  informes,  y  darlos  equivaldría  á  anunciar  empresas  par- 
ticulares. Se  desea  hacer  esto  por  media  de  las  columnas  del  Boletín  en  forma 
de  avisos  que  provengan  de  casas  respetables.  Se  llama  la  atención  de!  público 
á  los  trabajos  de  la  Oficina  de  las  Repúblicas  Americanas  y  se  suplica  que  se 


dirijan  al  Administrador  del  Departamento  de  Anuncios  de  la  Oficina  de  las 
Repúblicas  Americanas,  8i  Times  Building,  New  York  City. 


WASHIâNCrOU, 


Director  de  la  Oficina  de  las  Repúblicas  Americanas. 

oitul>i€,  -/tiy/. 
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Special  attention  is  called  to  the  announcement  of  the  Com- 
mercial Directory  of  the  American  Republics  on  page  xxiii, 
which  will  be  found  the  most  powerful  auxiliary  to  the  extension 
of  trade  relations  and  the  further  development  of  external  com- 
merce that  has  ever  been  presented  for  the  consideration  oí  the 
producers  of  this  country. 

On  page  xxv  will  be  found  a  detachable  blank  ior  the  conven- 
ience of  subscribers.  Subscriptions  should  be  sent  in  as  soon  as 
possible  to  insure  the  appropriate  classification  in  the  United 

■ 

States  section. 


Se  llama  la  atención  especialmente  al  anuncio  del  Directorio 

Comercial  de  las  Repúblicas  Americanas  que  se  verá  en  la  página 
xxiii.  Este  Directorio  se  reconocerá  como  el  auxiliar  más  pode- 
roso para  el  ensanche  de  la&  relaciones  comerciales  y  el  desarrollo 
del  tráhcü  exterior  que  jamás  se  ha  presentado  á  la  consideración 
de  los  productores  de  este  país. 

En  la  página  xxv  hay  una  forma  en  blanco  separable,  para  la 
conveniencia  de  los  suscritores.  Las  suscripciones  se  deben  dirijir 
lo  más  pronto  posible  para  asegurar  la  clasihcación  propia  en  la 
sección  correspondiente  á  los  £stados  Unidos. 
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TRADE  RELATIONS  IN  AMERICA.— V.* 

THE  NORTHERN  COAST  OF  SOUTH  AMERICA. 

In  the  October  Bulletin,  the  trade  relations  of  the  United 
States  with  Mexico,  Central  America,  and  the  West  Indies  were 

considered.  Ntxt  in  geographical  order,  as  well  as  in  closeness 
of  commercial  intercourse,  comes  the  northern  coast  of  South 
America,  comprising  the  Republics  of  Colombia  and  Venezuela, 
and  the  Colonies  ot  Curaçao,  Trinidad,  and  the  three  Guianas. 

A  glance  at  the  map  of  the  Western  Hemisphere  will  at  once 
reveal  the  íàct  that  the  advantages  of  location  of  the  United  States 
in  the  competition  for  Caribbean  trade  which  apply  so  strikingly 
to  Mexico,  Central  America  and  the  West  Indies,  extend  to  the 
whole  coast  line  of  South  America  on  the  Caribbean  Sea.  A 
line  drawn  due  south  from  New  York  through  the  Windward 
Passage,  between  Cuba  and  Haiti,  would  .strike  somewhere  near 
tlie  port  of  Carrhagena  on  the  north  coast  of  Colombia.  Anotlier 
line  running  southeast  from  New  York  through  the  Mona  Passage, 
between  Haiti  and  Puerto  Rico,  would  end  at  La  Guayra.  the 
seaport  of  Caracas,  the  capital  of  \'ene7Aiela.  A  third  line,  trend- 
ing farther  to  the  eastward,  marks  the  route  from  New  York  to  the 

*The  ñrst  article  of  this  series  was  printed  in  the  Monthly  Bulletin  for  July,  1897. 
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Windward  Islands,  including  Barbados,  aiid  dience  to  Demerara 
(Georgetown),  British  Guiana. 

Taking  Barbados  as  a  starting  point,  the  distance  to  New  York, 
1 ,829  nautical  miles,  is  about  one-half  the  distance  to  Liverpool, 

Enghmd,  3,705  miles.  The  differences  in  tavor  oi  I  nited  States 
ports  increase  going  westward,  so  that,  roughly  speaking,  the  great 
commercial  centers  of  the  Athmtic  seaboard  may  be  said  to  be 
from  one-half  to  two-thirds  nearer  the  Caribbean  ports  of  South 
America  than  are  their  European  rivals. 

The  disparity  is,  of  course,  much  greater  in  favor  of  the  prin- 
cipal cities  along  the  Gulf  coast  of  the  United  States.  Mobile, 
New  Orleans,  and  Galveston  are  points  of  vantage  for  the  Carib- 
bean trade  of  South  America,  which  only  await  the  stimulus  of 
active  effort  to  give  them  commanding  positions  as  outlet?  for  the 
manufactures  and  raw  products  of  immense  stretches  of  United 
States  territory  seeking  markets  in  South  America  as  well  as  in 
Mexico.  Central  America,  and  the  West  Indies,  and  as  centers  ot 
distribution  lur  the  imports  into  the  United  States  from  this  vast 
region. 

Communication  between  the  great  Valley  ot  the  Mississippi 
and  the  northem  coast  of  South  America  would  run  in  about  a 
straight  line  from  northwest  to  southeast,  past  the  western  extrem- 
ity of  Cuba.  It  is  an  interesting  fact,  of  great  practical  import- 
ance, that  anyone  of  the  many  steamship  courses  ü^m  the  United 
States  to  the  Caribbean  ports  of  South  America  provides  a  "hal^ 
way  place  tor  coaling,  retirting,  and  prohtable  trade  at  some  one 
or  more  of  the  islands  of  the  Greater  or  Lesser  Antilles. 

Colombia  naturally  presenta  itself  first  in  the  consideration  ot 
the  trade  conditions  of  this  portion  of  .South  America,  since  it  is 
most  closely  affiliated,  by  its  location,  with  the  North  American 
continent.  One  of  its  departments,  Panama,  is  geographically  a 
part  of  Central  America,  and  for  many  years  has  been  the  only 
great  highway  for  interoceanic  traffic  between  the  Caribbean  sea 
and  the  Paciñc  ocean.  The  Republic  of  Colombia  has  an  exten- 
sive coast  line  on  both  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific.  Its  relations  with 
the  United  States  have  long  been  more  or  less  intimate.  It  was 
United  States  enterprise  and  capital  which  built  the  interoceanic 
railroad  îrom  Colon  to  Panama  nearly  half  a  centur\'  ago.  The 
completion  of  the  Panama  canal,  it  ever  accomplished,  would,  not- 
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withstanding  the  work  was  initiated  and  is  now  being  prosecuted 
by  the  French,  contribute  most  to  comnniercial  intercourse  with  the 
United  States. 

Colombia  is  known  to  be  rich  in  mineral  resources  and  to  be 

capable  ot  an  immense  output  of  coffee,  cacao,  tobacco,  fibers,  and 
other  agricultural  products  which  command  a  reaiiy  market,  at 
remunerative  prices,  in  the  United  States.  The  share  of  the 
United  States  in  the  commerce  of  Colombia  is  not  what  it  should 
be  nor  what  it  could  easily  be  made.  In  recent  years^  France^ 
owing  doubtless  to  her  large  outlays  for  the  Panama  canal,  has 
held  first  place,  with  Great  Britain  second,  and  the  United  States 
third.  Nearly  half  the  British  exports  to  Colombia  is  in  cotton 
goods,  in  the  manu&cture  of  which  the  United  States  excels. 
With  proper  effort  the  greater  part  of  this  trade  might  be  diverted 
to  the  United  States  in  exchange  for  Colombian  products  which 
the  United  States  could  readily  absorb.  The  figures  of  the  past 
year,  however,  show  gratifying  gains  ior  the  United  States,  both  in 
exports  antl  imports.  The  exports  to  Colombia  increasetl  from 
$2,784,634  in  1894  to  $  ^.382,588  in  1896,  and  the  imports  from 
$2,234,887  to  $4,843,2^-6,  the  gain  in  the  latter  being  chiefly  in 
coffee  and  in  hides  and  skins,  due  to  changes  in  the  United  States 
tariff*— a  íâct  significant  of  the  value  of  reciprocal  concessions  in 
the  Latin-American  trade. 

The  chief  obstacles  to  the  extension  of  United  States  trade  at 
present  seem  to  be  the  higher  prices  of  certain  goods  as  com- 
pared with  liuropean,  and  tlie  lower  treight  rates  to  ami  irom 
European  ports,  notwithstanding  the  distance  from  some  points  is 
three  times  as  great.  That  these  impediments  are  but  temporary 
would  seem  to  be  obvious  from  the  iact  that  United  States  man- 
uÉK:turers  are  now  selling  in  competition  with  European  manufac- 
turers in  the  home  markets  of  the  latter.  It  is  probably  only  a 
question  of  time  when  the  same  kind  of  rivalry  will  meet  the 
European  merchant  in  South  America  under  conditions  much 
less  unikvorable  to  the  United  StateSw  The  problem  of  cheap 
and  rapid  transportation  becomes  one  of  prime  importance  in  this 
competition,  and  until  the  United  States  builds  up  an  efficient 
merchant  marine  u[)on  the  Caribbean  Sea  it  can  not  hope  to 
reverse  the  present  coiidirions. 

\  enezuela  is  the  one  Repuolic  of  South  America  which  recent 
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political  events  seem  to  liavc  marked  out  preeminently  tor  the 
closest  affiliation  and  intercourse  with  the  United  States.  The 
assertion  of  the  vital  principle  of  "America  for  Americans,"  which 
was  made  in  her  behalf  against  the  pretensions  of  the  greatest 
maritime  power  in  the  world,  has  naturally  engendered  a  warmer 
feeling  among  the  Venezuelan  people  for  the  United  States,  and 
it  rests  only  with  the  capitalists  and  merchants  of  the  latter  country 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  national  good  will  to  cultivate  enter- 
prises and  business  intercourse  which  would  redound  to  the  advan- 
tage of  both.  Since  the  removal  of  thr  retaliatory  duties  imposed 
by  the  United  States  on  Venezuelan  coffee  and  hides,  there  has 
been  a  marked  revival  of  trade,  and  an  equitable  tariff  agreement 
for  the  exchange  of  products  would  doubtless  put  the  trade  of  the 
two  Republics  upon  a  permanently  prosperous  basis. 

The  administration  of  President  Crespo  has  secured  to  Vene- 
zuela a  period  of  peaceful  development  which  has  had  the  hap- 
piest results  and  bids  £út  to  continue.  The  recent  action  of  the 
National  Association  of  Manufacturers  of  the  United  States  in 
sending  a  representative  to  Carac  as  to  establish  an  ;igency  there 
is  the  initiatory  step,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  in  a  serious  ino\einent  to 
reap  some  practical  benefit  from  the  exceptionally  favorable  con- 
ditions which  now  exist.  The  United  States,  in  the  past,  has 
taken  the  great  bulk  of  Venezuela's  more  important  products 
and  is  doing  so  again.  Venezuela,  on  her  part,  would  import  the 
greater  part  of  what  she  needs  from  the  United  States  if  the 
latter  would  offer  her  as  Êivorable  terms  as  to  prices»  terms  of 
credit,  freight  rates»  etc.,  as  Europe  does.  The  United  States 
now  buys  from  Venezuela  annually  about  $10,000,000  worth  of 
products  and  sells  her  $4,000,000  worth.  It  is  not  at  all  improb- 
able that  the  figures  could  be  made  to  balance  if  the  United 
States  [Hits  forth  concerted  and  energetic  effort  in  lines  of  nianu- 
tacture  in  which  she  has  so  clearly  proven  her  abilit}'  to  lead. 
Great  Britain  has  sold  to  Venezuela  great  quantities  of  cotton 
good<^,  TTiachinery,  implements,  and  tools  which  the  United  States 
is  now  in  a  position  to  supply. 

In  a  recently  printed  report,  the  British  Consul  at  Caracas 
admits  that  certain  articles,  such  as  agricultural  implements,  '^are 
obtained  cheaper  and  quicker  from  thé  United  States."  There  is 
also  a  demand  for  mining  plants  and  railway  supplies  which  the 
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United  States  is  well  able  to  turnisli  against  all  competition.  In 
cotton  prints,  and  piece  goods,  England,  we  are  told,  still  holds 
her  own,  but  the  enterprise  just  started  by  the  National  Associa- 
tion of  Manufecturcrs  may  have,  as  one  of  its  results,  the  diver- 
sion of  this  important  branch  of  trade  to  the  United  States.  It  is 
the  Germans  rather  than  the  English  whom  the  United  States 
has  to  struggle  with  in  Venezuela.  The  largest  firms  in  the  coun- 
try are  German,  and  their  industry  and  perseverance  in  assimilating 
themselves  to  the  people  and  thoroughly  iamiliarizing  themselves 
with  local  customs  and  business  habits  make  them  a  powerful 
factor  to  he  reckoned  with.  Germán  capital  has  invested  largely 
in  Venezuela,  and  it  is  only  by  means  of  similar  liberality  and 
appplication  that  United  States  manufacturers  and  exporters  can 
hope  to  make  the  most  of  the  undoubted  predilection  for  their 
country.  Sentiment  and  a  community  of  political  interests  count 
for  much  in  trade,  but  only  where  they  are  supplemented  by  active 
effort  Most  of  the  steamshipping  of  Venezuela,  unlike  that  of 
other  South  American  countries,  flies  the  flag  of  the  United 
States,  the  Red  D  Line,  plying  between  Maracaibo  and  New 
York,  having  a  record  during  1896  of  sixty-five  steamer  arrivals 
and  sailings.  During  the  year,  no  steamers  of  any  other  national- 
ity appear  in  the  returns,  but  one  British,  three  I'nited  States, 
twenty-three  Dutch,  and  one  hundred  and  ibrty  Venezuelan  sail- 
ing vessels  cleared  from  the  port  of  Maracaibo.  This  is  a  gratify- 
ing exhibit  for  the  United  States  and  shows  what  might  be 
done  in  every  part  of  the  Caribbean  Sea. 

The  island  of  Trinidad,  a  British  colony  lying  off  the  deita 
of  the  Orinoco,  the  great  waterway  of  Venezuela,  would  seem  to 
be  a  menace  to  the  development  of  trade  relations  with  the  United 
States,  but  like  other  European  dependencies  in  the  Caribbean 
sea,  it  finds  its  natural  market  and  also  its  most  convenient  source 
of  sujiplies  in  the  United  States.  The  latest  colonial  report  from 
Trinidad  to  the  British  Foreign  Ottke,  dated  June  17,  1897, 
shows  that  Trinidad  imports  half  as  much  irom  the  United  States 
as  from  Great  Britain.  The  island  exports  to  the  iMiited  States 
about  two-thirds  as  much  as  to  Great  Britain.  The  imports  of 
Trinidad  amount,  in  round  numbers,  to  some  $12,000,000;  its 
exports,  to  about  $1 1,000,000.  It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  its 
commerce  is  very  valuable,  and  with  the  extension  of  transporta- 
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tion  facilities  and  the  cultivation  of  relations  which  already  exist, 
the  United  States  may  reasonably  expect  to  gradually  absorb  the 

greater  part  of  it  in  connection  with  the  development  of  its  Vene- 
zuelan trade.  Trinidad  imports  over  $5,000,000  worth  of  manu- 
factured goods  and  nearly  the  same  amount  in  live  animals  and 
provisions.  Its  leadinj]:  exports  arc  sugar,  cocoa,  and  asphalt. 
About  three-fourths  of  the  asphalt  is  already  taken  by  the  United 
States,  which  also  consumes  more  than  half  the  production  of 
sugar,  and  about  one-fiftli  of  the  exportation  of  cocoa. 

Both  Venezuela  and  the  Guianas  offer  tempting  opportuni- 
ties for  American  enterprise  and  capital  in  die  development 
of  the  gold  industry,  which  is  situated  chiefly  in  the  territory  in 
dispute  between  Venezuela  and  British  Guiana.  Citizens  of  the 
United  States  were  among  the  pioneers  of  gold  mining  in  this 
region.  There  can  be  no  question  of  the  great  richness  of  the 
gold  deposits.  It  is  now  thought  to  be  more  than  probable  that 
it  is  "El  Dorado"  which  was  sought  in  vain  by  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh  and  other  adventurers  more  than  two  centuries  ago. 
However  this  may  be,  the  Éict  is  well  established  that  gold  exists 
in  paying  quantities  in  various  parts  of  the  Guiana  region,  and 
there  will  undoubtedly  be  openings,  not  only  for  mining  enter- 
prise, but  for  the  sale  of  mining  machinery  and  supplies,  and  with 
the  influx  of  immigrants  attracted  by  gold,  a  demand  fbr  a  great 
variety  of  manufactured  articles.  British  Guiana  already  imports 
from  the  Uniteil  States  from  one-third  to  one-half  as  much  as 
trom  Great  Britain.  In  1896,  she  exported  to  die  United  States 
nearly  two-tliirds  as  much  as  to  Great  Britain.  The  United  States 
took  more  than  twice  as  much  of  her  sugar,  the  principal  agricul- 
tural product,  as  did  Great  Britain. 

The  difference  in  exports  is  due,  in  fact,  to  the  gold  output, 
which  went  exclusively  to  Great  Britain,  amounting  in  1896  to 
more  than  $2,000,000.  Subtracting  the  gold  exports  from  the 
total,  the  United  States  already  consumes  more  of  the  agricultural 
products  of  British  Guiana  than  the  mother  country.  As  almost 
everywhere  eli>e  in  the  Caribbean  bea,  tlie  United  States  mav  be 
said  to  occupy  a  secondât}'  place  only  because  of  the  lack  of 
proper  etibrt.  It  is  not  a  matter  of  speculation  as  to  what  may 
be  easily  accomplished  in  the  development  of  trade  relations  with 
the  whole  of  this  region,  for  the  facts  cited,  as  well  as  the  detailed 
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figures  of  trade,  show  that,  with  no  concerted  action  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States  manufacturers  and  exporters,  but  simply 
through  the  natural  tendencies  of  trade,  the  commerce  of  all  these 
countries  gravitates  steadily  toward  the  United  States. 

The  elements  of  future  success  in  utilizing  the  geographical, 
political,  and  economic  relations  which  already  tend  so  strongly  in 
tiivor  of  a  comiminity  of  interests  between  the  United  States  and 
the  whole  of  the  Caribbean  region,  are,  in  my  opinion — 

I.  The  careful  adjustment  of  tariff  relations  by  means  of  reci- 
procity arrangements,  which  will  secure  to  each  party  the  consump- 
tion, by  the  other,  of  all  products  which  are  needed,  and  do  not 
enter  into  competition  with  home  industries. 

II.  The  speedy  development  of  means  of  communication  by 
the  establishment  of  regular  lines  of  fast  steamers  with  large  freight 
capacity,  which  shall  be  owned  and  manned  by,  and  fly  the  flag 
of,  one  or  another  of  the  American  Republics. 

III.  The  assimilation  of  United  States  rratle  methods  and 
maniifartnres  to  the  customs  and  tastes  of  the  diii'erent  localities. 
What  would  be  suitable  for  Mexico  might  be  useless  for  Vene- 
zuela; goods  which  could  be  sold  in  Haiti  at  a  profít  might 
accumulate  on  the  counters  of  the  merchant  in  Colombia  or  the 
Guianas.  Some  of  the  islands  of  the  Caribbean  Sea  depend 
upon  the  United  States  almost  absolutely  for  certain  food  sup- 
plies. The  northern  coast  of  South  America,  on  the  other  hand, 
wants  its  improved  machinery,  railway  supplies,  agricultural  im- 
plements, cotton  goods,  etc. 

With  the  solution  of  the  three  })rohlems  indicated,  there  is  no 
question,  in  my  opinion,  of  the  rapid  expansion  ot  United  .States 
trade  from  the  Rio  Grande  along  the  whole  coast  line  ot  Mexico, 
Central  America,  and  the  northern  part  of  South  America,  to  the 
eastern  boundary  of  b'rench  Guiana,  including  the  islands  of  the 
Caribbean  Sea.  The  time  is  opportune  for  this  development 
and  expansion  of  American  trade  between  the  American  people, 
as  the  change  in  political  conditions  in  die  Western  Hemisphere 
ha¡^pily  corresponds  to  the  marked  awakening  in  interest  in  the 
United  States  in  Latin  American  trade.  Immediate  action  by 
the  United  States  is  also  beinj;  ur;j;ed  by  important  and  iniiiK  ii- 
tial  trade  associations,  to  nu  t  r  the  increasing  rivalry  of  Europe. 
For  example,  a  recent  report  of  a  Committee  of  the  National 
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Association  oí  Manuíacturers  ot  the  United  States,  says;  ''in  a 
short  while  it  will  be  idle  to  discuss  the  question.  The  campaign 
must  begin  now,  else  this  trade  will  pass  forever  from  the  control  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  increasing  needs  of  the  countries  to 
the  south  of  the  United  States  will  be  supplied  by  Europe." 
On  the  other  hand,  the  United  States,  once  earnestly  embarked 
in  this  great  trade  enterprise,  may  look  to  the  future  with  a  con- 
fidence fully  justified  by  the  conditions  I  have  endeavored  to  set 
forth,  and  by  the  recent  success,  m  ».  om petition  on  their  own  soil, 
witli  die  leading  industrial  nations  of  the  world. 


THE  FINANCIAL  SITUATION  IN  BRAZIL.— II.* 

H. 

THE  FISC.-\L  YEARS  OF  1894  TO  ih97. 

The  definite  liquidation  of  the  fiscal  year  of  1894  gave  as  rev* 
enue  264^345  contos  of  réis  against  230,022  estimated  in  the 
budget,  and  for  expenditures  364,550  against  250,4^8  appro- 
priated in  the  budget.  Thus  the  expenditures  exceeded  the  rev- 
enue by  100,205  contos,  wliich  tor  the  greater  part,  were  covered 
by  an  issue  of  paper  money  amounting  to  77,000  contos. 

The  considerable  deficit  oí  this  yt  ar  was  caused  by  the  Naval 
revolt,  which  lasted  from  September,  1893,  to  March,  894.  The 
War  and  Navy  Departments  alone  expended  92,000  contos  above 
theit  ordinary  appropriations. 

The  deficit  of  100,205  contos  having  been  covered  to  the 
amount  of  84,905  contos,  a  deficit  of  15,299  contos  remained, 
which,  deducted  from  the  balance  in  the  Treasury  at  the  end  of 
December,  1893,  amounting  to  236,244  contos,  reduced  this 
balance  to  i^c,(j4)  contos. 

l'or  the  n>cal  )rar  oí  i8()Ç  the  liquidation  is  not  yet  definitive. 
According  to  the  provisional  licjuidation,  the  revenue  amounted 
to  297,468  contos,  against  266,689  estimated  in  the  budget,  and 

*Tbe  first  article  of  this  series  wm  published  in  the  Monthly  Bulletin  for  October^  1897. 
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the  expenditures  to  340,835,  against  275,691  appropriated  in  the 
budget.  The  deficit  for  this  year  was  thus  43,366  comos,  caused 
principull}  by  extraordinary  and  supplementurv  t  rt  dir.N  ot  4^,000 
contos  íor  the  War  Department,  and  13,000  contcjs  tor  tlie  Navy. 

During  the  fiscal  yearimder  consideration  internal  and  external 
operations  ot  credit  brought  to  tiie  Treasury  126,652  contos.  A 
part  of  this  sum  was  expended  in  the  redemption  of  30,cx>o 
contos  in  paper  money. 

For  the  fiscal  year  of  1896  the  Treasury  can  only  give  an 
approximate  estimate,  according  to  which  the  revenue  amounted 
to  344^989  contos  and  the  expenditures  to  343^526  contos,  which 
would  leave  a  surplus  of  1,463  contos.  But  extraordinary  credits 
amounting  to  49,700  contos  were  opened  to  pay  claims,  indemni- 
fications for  recision  oí  contracts,  and  other  exjien^es,  and  this  will 
leave  definitely  a  deficit  for  this  fiscal  year  of  48,236  contos. 

For  the  current  year  the  Minister  of  Finance,  in  making  his  esti- 
mates, was  governed  by  the  results  of  the  first  three  months.  The 
revenue  collected  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  amounted  to 
73,268  contos.  For  the  entire  year  the  Minister  estimates  the  rev- 
enue at  304,821  contos,  or  34,000  contos  less  than  the  revenue 
estimated  in  the  budget  The  Minister  expects  that  the  revenue, 
principally  affected  by  the  decrease  in  the  custom-house  receipts, 
will  improve  fi-om  now  until  the  end  of  the  year,  and  that  the 
stamp  tax.  and  the  import  duties  especially,  will  exceed  the 
amount  estimated. 

Nevertheless,  in  his  general  conclusions  lie  says  it  is  ot  the 
utmost  importance  to  persevere  in  tlie  plan  ot  the  strictest  economy, 
it  being  the  duty  of  the  public  officers  to  announce  in  the  most 
positive  manner  that  the  proceeds  of  taxation  shall  be  destined 
only  to  the  services  absolutely  indispensable.  Whatever  may  be 
the  sacrifices,  the  effort  of  the  tuition  must  be  applied  to  balance 
the  revenue  and  the  expenses — ^the  only  sure  base  for  the  recon- 
struction of  the  finances  of  the  country. 

III. 

THE  BUDGET  OF  THE  TREASURY  FOR  1898. 

The  Budget  of  the  Treasury,  which  has  been  prepared  by  the 
Finance  Committee  of  the  Brazilian  Congress,  appropriates  180,309 
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contos  for  the  expenditures  of  the  Treasury  Department,  without 
taking  into  account  the  supplementary  credits  which  tlie  Govern* 
ment  is  authorized  to  open.  The  Government  is  authorized  to 
sell  or  to  lease,  after  calling  for  public  proposals,  all  the  national 
property,  and  apply  the  {proceeds  either  to  the  acquisition  of  other 
properties  necessary  for  the  public  service  or  to  the  maintenance 
and  rc|xiiring  ot  the  existing  property. 

The  figures  of  the  committee  are  180,30c)  contos,  while  those 
proposed  by  the  Government  were  1 39.06:^  (  on  tus.  This  increase 
comes  trom  the  fact  that  the  committee,  aitcr  making  reductions 
in  other  articles  of  the  Government's  proposal  amounting  to  3,754 
contos,  felt  obliged  to  admit  that  the  55,000  contos  for  the  difier- 
ence  of  exchange  were  insufficient,  and  increased  this  item  to 
100,000  contos.  Instead  of  reckoning  on  a  rate  of  exchange  of 
12  pence  per  milreis  the  committee  adopted  that  of  8  pence. 

The  expenditures  in  gold,  according  to  the  committee,  are  the 


following: 

Treasury  Department: 

J          I  Contos. 

Interest  and  amortization  of  cvternal  debt   17,  394 

Interest  and  amurti/ation  of  the  loans  ot  1868,  1879,  and  1889   6,  8  I  I 

Interest  of  apólices,  4  per  cent   4,  98Ó 

Expenses  of  the  Treasury  delegation  at  London   18 

Engraving  and  priming  of  Treasury  notes   100 

Purchases  of  nickel  and  copper   200 

Guarantee  on  the  loan  of  (he  Commercial  Association   325 

Quota  of  Brazil  in  the  Bureau  of  American  Republics   8 

Total  J   29, 842 

Ministry  of  Public  Works:  • 

Guarantee  of  interest  to  railroad  companies  with  headquarters  in  Europe .  10,  n  4 

Subsidy  to  the  cable  from  Belém  to  Manáos   152 

Guarantee  of  interest  to  the  Ceara  Harbor  Corporation.   292 

Public  lighting   466 


Total   11*024 

Ministry  of  Foreign  Relations:  çaanm. 

Legations  and  consulates   1,  t86 

Traveling  expenses  of  diplomatic  and  consular  agents   150 

Extraordinary  expenses   60 

Total   1, 576 
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In  adding  these  expenditures  the  general  total  amounts  to 
42,243  contos,  which  at  the  rate  of  exchange  of  8  pence  per 
milréis  represents  142,554  contos,  or  a  difference  in  exchange  of 
100^311  contos. 

These  are  only  the  expenses  in  gold  mentioned  in  the  budget 
There  are  others,  which  according  to  the  committee  are  the  fol- 
lowing : 


Guarantee  ot  interest  to  the  West  of  Minas  Railroad,  ;£'240,ooo»  or. .  2, 133 

Payment  for  vessels  in  construction  in  Europe   3, 780 

Advance  to  the  States  of  Bahia  and  Pernambuco  on  account  of  their 

railways   4$o 

Total   6,  363 

This  brings  the  total  to  be  paid  in  gold  to  the  sum  of  48,606 
contos,  or  at  the  rate  of  exchange  of  8  pence,  161,644  contos  in 
paper  money,  and  while  the  hil  in  exchange  thus  increases  the 
foreign  obligations  of  the  Treasury,  it  contributes,  by  burdening 
the  importation,  to  the  diminution  of  the  customs  receipts,  princi- 
pal source  of  revenue  of  the  country.  And  the  committee  arrives 
at  the  following  conclusions,  in  view  of  the  simultaneous  facts  of 
tlu  increase  in  expenses  and  the  decrease  in  revdiue: 

i  sr.  That  it  is  undeniable  that  the  present  sysrnn  oi  taxation 
ran  nor  turnish  to  the  Administration  the  means  indispensable  to 
meet  the  expenses  of  the  various  services  with  which  it  is  burdened; 

2d.  That  the  considérable  figure  of  the  internal  and  extemal 
c()nsolidat(;d  public  debt  and  the  depreciation  of  the  currency 
shows  clearly  that  the  Brazilian  credit  does  not  rest  upon  a  solid 
basis. 

The  committee  recognizes  that  the  situation  calls  for  the  reduce 
tion  of  the  public  expenditures.    **The  constant  increase  of  the 

expenditures  since  1889,"  it  says,  "has  been  followed  each  year  by 
an  increase  of  the  customs  duties;  but  notwithstanding  the  contin- 
uous increase  of  r(  venue  trom  this  source,  it  is  easy  to  >iiow  that 
it  does  nor  correspond  to  the  needs  of  the  Government,  Be  it 
enough  to  mention  the  resources  at  the  disposition  ot  the  C}ovcrn- 
ment,  during  the  last  six  years,  to  cover  the  deficits.  The  deposits 
of  the  banks  of  issue,  two  foreign  loans,  the  net  proceeds  of  which 
were  ;¿8,856,839,  an  internal  loan  of  100,000  contos,  issues  of 
paper  money,  constitute  a  considerable  amount  which  has  been 
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iiscil  to  supply  the  deficiency  oí  the  tountain^  ot  revenue.  But 
the  use  of  such  expedients,  to  which  the  Govcrntiient  has  been 
compelled  by  force  of  ctrcumstances,  has  a  limit  which  can  not  be 
exceeded  without  great  injury  to  the  credit  of  the  country.** 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  principal  remedy  to  be  recom* 
mended  is  the  retrenchment  of  expenditures  and  the  most  severe 
economy  in  the  public  service,  at  least  until  new  sources  of  revenue 
are  created. 


ARGENTINE  REPUBLIC. 
TOBACCO  MONOPOLY  BILL. 

The  following  are  the  provisions  of  the  Tobacco  Monopoly 
Bill  proposed  by  Deputy  Demaria  and  now  under  discussion  by 
the  National  Congress: 

Art.  1.  From  the  1st  of  January,  1898,  the  tobacco  trade  and  its  manuiac- 

ture  shall  be  exclusively  carried  on  all  over  the  Republic  by  the  Government. 

Art.  2.  The  Executive  shall,  as  soon  as  possible,  advise  Congress  as  to  the 
form  in  which  the  offices  assigned  for  the  sale  of  tobacco,  manufacture  of  same, 
its  exportation  and  importation,  shall  be  installed,  as  also  t 

(a)  Fixing  the  amount  of  bonds  the  Government  will  require  to  issue  for 
expropriation  of  the  total  stock  of  tobacco,  manufactories,  and  accessories  in 
the  country. 

(h)  Ail  referring  to  bonds,  value  of  each  one,  rate  of  commission,  interest, 

manner  of  issue,  amortÍ5;ition,  etc. 

(i)  Course  to  be  adapted  tor  xhc  hxiiii:  or  prices  ot  tobacco,  and  installations 
to  be  expropriated  in  case  no  arrangement  can  be  made  with  parties  ownmg 

same. 

(</')  Fixing  of  the  overcharge  to  be  pûd  between  the  price  of  purchasing  and 
that  of  the  sale  of  all  tobaccos  according  to  the  class  and  manufiicture. 

{«)  Form  in  which  the  cultivation  is  to  be  carried  on. 

(/)  Penalties  which  parties  infringing  the  laws  on  sale  and  planting  of  tobacco 
shall  be  liable  to. 

Art.  3.  The  Executive  shall,  once  Congress  approves  the  foregoing,  issue  the 
decrees  referring  to  the  provisions  of  the  law. 

Art.  4.  The  «^npcrior  commercial  administration  referring  to  tobacco  ?ha'!  he 
in  charge  of  the  hnancc  minister,  general  manager  appointed  by  the  Executive, 
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and  of  a  citizen  appointed  by  the  senate  every  two  years,  who  shall  receive  a 
salary. 

AiLT.  5.  Thb  administration  shall  be  obliged  to  give  preference  in 'employing 
clerks  to  those  who  have  served  tn  the  army  for  more  than  ten  years,  and  who 
shall  have  left  it  with  the  rank  of  sei^ant  without  having  committed  any  dis- 
honorable act. 

Art.  6.  The  net  receipts  from  the  sale  and  manuiactare  of  tobacco  to  be 
exclusively  devoted  to  'he  p:iymcnt  of  the  national  foreign  debt,  after  payment 
of  the  amortization  of  the  bonds,  the  issue  of  which  this  law  authorizes. 

PROPOSED  DISTILLERY  MONOPOLY. 

The  Argentine  Congress  is  discussing  a  bill  for  govemmcnt 
monopoly  of  the  distiller^'  business  in  the  Republic.  The  scheme 
is  a  revenue  measure,  and  the  main  features,  as  outlined  by  its 
author.  Señor  Pellegrini,  are  given  below: 

1.  The  construction  of  all  new  distilleries  and  the  importation 
of  new  distilling  machinery,  as  well  as  the  pròcess  of  distilling 
itself,  without  consent  of  the  authorities,  shall  be  illegal  on  and 
after  the  passing  oí  tlic  hill.  Three  commissions  shall  be  named, 
for  three  divisions  ot  the  Republic,  who  shall  proceed  to  the  val- 
uation, for  expropriation  purposes,  of  all  the  distilling  plants  in  the 
country.  On  and  ait<  r  a  fixed  date  all  distilleries  not  working 
under  a  contract  with  the  national  authorities  shall  be  closed,  and 
the  existing  stock  of  alcohol  shall  be  declared  by  all  holders. 

2.  The  executive  shall  be  authorized  to  issue  $15,000,000  of 
internal  6  per  cent  bonds,  10  per  cent  of  which  shall  be  redeema- 
ble annually.  The  interest  on  these  bonds  shall  be  met  by  the 
proceeds  of  the  alcohol  monopoly. 

^.  The  executive  shall  ftx  annually  the  price  to  be  paid  to  the 
distilleries  which  continue  working,  basing  its  calculations  on  the 
cost,  whether  the  material  be  maize  or  mohnse^;.  The  Board  of 
Monopoly  shall  appoint  officials  to  receive  all  the  produce  of  these 
distilleries,  which  shall  be  labeled  and  sealed  by  them.  They  shall 
contract,  where  necessary,  for  the  rectification  of  crude  alcohol. 
Wine  producers  shall  be  allowed  to  make  sufficient  alcohol  from 
wine  or  grape  produce  to  fortify  their  wines  to  a  certain  extent 
(14'').  Any  further  production  shall  be  only  by  special  permis- 
sion and  shall  be  handed  over  to  the  State. 

4.  I  he  ¿ale  ot  alcohol  shall  be  made  irom  the  State  ware- 
houses, in  lots  of  not  less  than  500  liters.    The  alcohol  siiall  be 
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of  99°  Strength,  and  the  price  shall  be  cost,  plus  $i  (currency) 

duty.  Importtd  alcohols  shall  pay,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary 
import  duty,  at  the  nitc  of  $1  (currency)  j>er  liter  of  50°,  $1.50  per 
littr  of  50""  to  75°,  and  $2  per  liter  when  above  "jÇ  strength.  The 
exporter  of  alcohol  shall  receive  a  drawback  equivalent  to  the 
duty  he  has  paid.  Alcohol  for  other  purposes  than  personal  con- 
sumption shall  be  rendered  unfit  tor  drinking  and  sold  at  average 
cost. 

5.  The  Board  shall  consist  of  a  Director*General  and  ñve 
ordinary  members.  It  shall  have  the  number  of  employees  which 
may  be  nece^ry,  and  shall  be  under  the  Finance  Department. 

6.  Offenses  against  the  law  shall  be  punished  by  confiscation, 
and  by  fines  ot  troni  five  to  tliirtv  times  the  amouiU  of  the  fraud. 
If  the  latter  should  not  be  ascertainable,  the  fine  may  be  from 
$5,000  to  $^o,oop.  For  a  second  offense  the  penalty  shall  be 
double,  with  imprisonment  for  a  term  which  may  be  fi-om  six 
months  to  three  years.  Fiáy  per  cent  of  the  product  of  such 
fines  shall  go  to  the  informer. 

THE  COTTON  INDUSTRY. 

Owing  to  the  depression  in  the  growin<;  and  manutacnire  of 
cane  sugar  in  die  Province  of  Tucuman,  on  account  of  overpro- 
duction and  discriminating  tarifis  of  other  countries,  the  inhabit- 
ants of  that  Province  find  it  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  some 
new  industry.  It  is  stated  that  the  price  paid  for  sugar  cane  by 
manufacturers  has  fallen  from  22  cents  per  arroba  (25  pounds)  to 
6  cents. 

It  has  long  been  known  that  the  climate  and  soil  of  Tucuman 

are  well  adapted  for  the  cultivation  of  the  cotton  plant;  re[)eated 
experiments  have  demonstrated  this  fact.  It  is  to  the  production 
of  tlii'^  f)lant  that  agriculturists  and  manufacturers  arc  now  ltH)king 
for  reiiel. 

According  to  the  South  Atiicncan  Journal^  a  company  has  just 
been  registered  in  England  under  the  name  of  the  "  Argentine 
National  Spinning  and  Manufacturing  Company,  Limited,"  the 
proposed  capital  of  which  is  $700,000.  The  directory  is  com- 
posed of  business  men  of  the  highest  standing,  including  among 
other  names  those  of  Lord  Westburv  and  Mr.  R.  C.  Richards, 
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the  latter  at  one  time  a  prominent  cotton  manufacturer  of  Man- 
chester. The  concession  from  the  (lovcmniciu  under  whic  h  this 
enterprise  is  granted  gives  to  the  company  the  t^xrhisivc  right  tor 
ten  years  to  establish  in  the  Province  a  spinning  and  weaving  iko 
tory,  to  be  free  from  all  provincial  and  municipal  taxes.  It  is 
believed  chat  this  will  inaugurate  in  the  Argentine  Republic  the 
growing  of  cottoa  on  a  liberal  scale,  which  will  ultimately  develop 
into  one  of  che  great  agricultural  industries  of  that  favored  land. 
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BRAZIL. 

THE  BASIN  OF  THE  AMAZON. 

The  Bureau  has  received  recently  a  number  of  inquiries  relative 

to  the  rubber  districts  of  Brazil,  Bolivia,  and  Peru  and  the  most 
available  means  of  reaching  those  regions.  As  a  medium  of 
information  on  this  subject  the  iollowing  tacts  relative  to  the 
many  tribu^ries  of  the  great  river  Amazon  are  published. 

In  a  report  recently  made  to  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
Bordeaux,  M.  Viéner,  who  had  just  returned  trom  a  special  mis- 
sion to  Brazil  on  the  part  of  France,  gave  some  .very  important 
details  concerning  the  extensicni  of  commercial  enterprises  in 
Brazil  and  the  progress  of  navigation,  especially  in  the  vast  basin 
of  the  Amazon.  M.  Viéker  remained  an  entire  year  in  Brazil, 
traveling  throu-^h  the  principal  States  and  visiting  not  less  than 
twenty-seven  markets,  whose  principal  centers  in  the  north  are 
Para,  Mandos,  and  hpiitos,  and  in  the  south  Santos,  Hahia,  and 
Rio.  His  valuation  of  the  actual  comme  rce  ot  Brazil  amounts 
to  twenty-five  hundred  millions  of  iirancs,  of  which  thirteen  hun- 
dred millions  are  exports.  The  exports  consist  chiefly  of  coüee, 
india  rubber,  and  cacao. 

During  the  fiscal  year  1896-97,  according  to  the  message  of 
President  Moraes,  coflTee  exported  amounted  to  6,809,177  bags. 
The  export  of  india  rubber  is  also  increasing.  Concerning  this 
Le  Moniteur  Offiriel  du  Commerce  of  the  27th  of  May  last  publishes 
an  interesting  report  from  the  consul-general  oí  France  in  Bolivia,  • 
which  states  that  the  total  exfiorts  of  Para  increased  trom 
1,580,040  arrobas  in  1891  to  21,072,513  kilograms  in  1896. 
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Further  details  in  regard  to  the  navigation  of  the  Amazon  are 
furnished  by  M.  Carlos  de  Cisneros,  whose  paper  on  the  subject 
was  published  in  the  bulletin  of  the  Society  of  Commercial 

Geoj^raphy  of  Bordèaux.  M.  Cisneros  states,  as  the  result  oí  his 
investi i^ations,  that  no  part  ot"  the  earth  possesses  a  tiuvial  system 
comparable  to  that  oí  Brazil.  Although  this  system  combines 
exceptional  advantages,  it  is  capable  of  very  great  improvement, 
which  will  probably  take  place  in  the  next  centur)%  dependent 
upon  the  increase  of  population  and  the  development  of  sufficient 
resources. 

The  navigation  of  the  Amazon  is  ever  increasing  and  will 
develop  necessarily  with  population,  colonization,  and  the  improve- 
ment of  the  countries  which  this  great  river  traverses.  It  has 
1,100  branches  or  tributaries.    At  present  it  is  not  a  question  of 

utilizing  such  a  network  of  streams;  that  would  he  impossible. 
Beiorc  everything  else,  it  is  important  that  populating  the  region 
should  commence  ;  that  man  should  go  there,  acclimatize  himself, 
and  remain.  This  acclimatization  has  as  yet  been  tried  by  very 
few  except  Italians,  Portuguese,  and  Spaniards.  As  for  other 
Europeans,  they  have  confined  themselves  entirely  to  the  cities. 

From  the  point  of  view  of  commercial  navigability,  M.  Cis- 
neros divides  the  course  of  the  Amazon  into  two  regions,  whose 
point  of  division  is  the  city  of  Nauta,  at  the  junction  of  the  Mar- 
anon  and  Ucayali.  The  Maranon  forms  the  principal  tributary 
of  the  Amu/.on.  Rising  in  Lak('  Laricocha,  in  upper  IVtu,  it 
runs  at  first  troni  south  to  north  as  a  drep  torrent,  cutting  in  two 
the  central  Cordilleras  oí  Peru.  It  may  he  compared  to  the  Indus, 
which  traces  its  course  at  8,000  feet  below  the  Pamirs.  At  Jean 
de  Bracamosos  the  Maranon  suddenly  changes  its  course;  it  runs 
firom  west  to  east  instead  of  north  and  south;  it  ceases  to  be  a  tor- 
rent of  lofty  mountains  and  becomes  a  river  of  the  plains.  From 
San  Antonio,  before  receiving  the  waters  of  the  Huallagua,  it  is 
called  the  '^Solimões,"  and  at  Manâos^  after  being  joined  by  the 
Rio  Negro,  it  receives  the  name  "Amazon." 

The  Huallaga  is  navigable  at  all  times  for  steamers  drawing 
three  feet  from  the  place  where  it  empties  into  the  Maranon  at 
San  Lorenzo  as  far  as  Achinaniisa,  127  miles  irom  its  month; 
the  average  rapidity  of  the  current  for  this  distance  is  about  three 
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miles.  Navigation  from  September  to  May  is  possibK  for  vessels 
drawing  seven  teet.  From  the  isl;iml  of  ^  iirinamajiiias  to 
Achinamisa  the  course  oí'  the  Huallaga  is  parallel  to  tiiat  ot  tlie 
Maranon,  and,  like  it,  leads  to  the  heart  oí  Peru. 

The  Uyacali  is  the  second  ot  the  affluents  of  the  Maranon 
coming  from  the  south.  It  is^  like  the  Huallaga,  exclusively 
Peruvian.  It  leaves  Cerro  del  Pasco  a  short  distance  from  the 
Huallaga,  under  the  name  at  first  of  Apis-Paro.  It  runs  from 
the  south  toward  the  north  parallel  to  the  Hualla^^a  and  the  Mara- 
non. Through  its  tributaries,  tlie  Apurdurac-,  tiie  Tinbambo. 
and  the  Pancartambo,  it  receives  the  waters  around  Cuzco.  It 
is  less  torretit-like  tlian  the  Huallaga.  Leaving  the  Cordillera 
Royal  above  the  Huallaga,  its  rapids  are  fewer  in  number  and 
its  breadth  greater,  consequently  it  offers  a  better  adjunct  to  nav- 
igation. From  its  mouth  to  its  junction  with  the  Parhitea,  one 
of  its  tributaries^  it  may  be  navigated  by  steamers  drawing  seven 
feet;  mean  rapidity  of  the  current,  two  miles.  From  Pachitea 
to  the  junction  of  the  Umbambo  and  the  Tambo  the  draft  of 
steamers  should  not  be  more  than  three  feet. 

M.  Cisneros  has  collected  the  following  details  concerning  the 
tributaries  of  the  Uyacali:  First,  the  Pachitea  is  navigabh  at  all 
times,  tor  steamers  drawing  six  ieet,  from  its  mouth  for  a  distance  of 
H)i  fnilcs;  mean  current  2.5  miles.  Second,  the  lY'ciiir,  a  branch 
oí  the  Pachitea,  is  navigable  79  miles,  witli  a  mean  current  of  2.2 
miles.  Third,  the  Palcazu  is  navigable  over  36]^  miles,  as  &r  as  the 
inland  port  of  Mayro,  with  a  mean  current  of  3)¡  miles.  Fourth, 
the  Sambo;  this  river  has  been  traversed,  by  steamers  drawing 
three  feet,  for  a  distance  of  20  miles  from  its  junction  with  the 
Uyacali.  He  adds,  regarding  the  Sambo,  that  " explorations  made 
in  canoes  and  rafts  permit  the  belief  that  the  Sambo  may  be 
navigable  throughout  its  entire  cour^e  by  iiuuiis  ot  steamers  oí 
small  draft  and  furnished  with  engines  suiiiciently  powerful  to 
overcome  a  current  of  10  miles,  and  machinery  which  will  enable 
them  to  turn  about  in  a  small  radius:  with  these  equipments  it  is 
possible  to  navigate  the  tributaries  of  the  Sambo,  the  Perene  as 
far  as  Pengoa,  and  the  Ene  until  its  formation  by  the  rivers 
Mantara  and  Apurinac,  and  finally  the  Mantaro  may  be  also  navi- 
g^ited  for  several  miles,  and  the  Apurinac  as  far  as  Simarives.** 
Ban  Ho.  6—2 
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These  last  points  give  an  idea  of  the  extreme  complexity  of 
the  Amazonian  streams.  Fifth,  the  Umbambo  is  navigable,  fbr 
steamers  drawing  three  feet,  for  a  distance  of  35  miles.  Explorers 
who  have  traveled  the  Umbambo  have  formed  the  opinion  that  it, 

as  wvM  as  its  tributary,  the  Pancartambo,  ought  to  be  navigable 
for  a  great  distance. 

For  several  years  past  f  \})l()rari()n^  hav<  multiplied,  both  in 
Peru  and  Brazil,  witli  tlu  purpose  ot  learning  all  the  river  courses 
and  their  navigable  conditions,  some  from  a  scientific  point  of 
view  and  others  with  commercial  outlooks,  principally  in  order  to 
favor  the  cultivation  and  export  of  india  rubber,  for  which  each 
year  new  markets  are  established. 

The  Maranon  from  Nauta  to  Borla,  before  its  junction  with  the 
Purus  (up  river),  and  with  the  Madeira  (down  river)  to  Manaos, 
is  navigjible  by  steamers  of  seven  feet  draft  from  September  to 
May.  In  older  to  give  an  itl»  a  ot  the  immense  extent  ot  the 
Amazon  l)a5Ín,  M.  Cism  rus  appends  a  table  ot  the  princi{)al 
results  ot  his  inv(  >ti^^;irions.  These  iac  t>  apply  only  to  tributaries 
on  the  right  bank  of  tlie  U  ppcr  Amazon. 


Rivers. 


I    Di.staiicc   I    Rapidity     Maxiniiiiii  Distance 
iiavij{;iblc.    of  current.       depth.       to  lt]uit<»i. 


Mnr'nnnn  ,  

H  iKiil.i^a  

U cava I  i  ; 

From  ii$  source... 
Prom  tiie  Facbitea 

Pachitia  

Palf.izaü  

Ta  m  !>o. 

Umbambo  


Ait/es. 

772 
705 
191 

20 
35 


Afiles. 
3 


3 

3.8 
a.  5 
3.  «5 
4 
4 


Ae/.     I  Mites. 
7  '  453 

3  I  Ç01 


032 

825 

1. 012 
1.052}^ 

85» 
867 


BRAZIL-CHILE. 

'l  lu:  Governments  of  Brazil  and  Chih  have  recently  negotiated 
the  following  treaties:  I'ir.^r,  a  rreat}  ot  Commerce  and  Naviga- 
tion; second,  a  treaty  on  the  Exercise  of  tlic  Liberal  Arts; 
third,  a  treaty  of  Extradition. 

By  the  terms  of  the  first-named  treaty,  the  vessels  of  either  of 
the  two  nations  shall  be  considered,  in  the  ports  of  the  other,  as 
if  under  their  own  flag,  in  order  that  they  may  eryoyall  privileges 
conceded  to  the  national  mercantile  marine.    By  Article  IV,  the 
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leading  products  of  Chile  are  admitted  free  of  duty  into  Brazil, 

and  by  Article  V,  the  corresponding  privilege  is  granted  to  Bra- 
zilian products  entering  the  ports  ot  Chile. 

Bv  the  terms  of  the  second  treaty,  citizens  of  either  of  the  two 
contnu  ring  republics  arc  at  liberty  to  iollow,  in  the  territory  ot 
cither,  the  protession  to  which  they  have  been  admitted  by  title 
or  diploma  granted  by  competent  national  authority.  Such 
diploma  or  certificate,  and  certificate  of  individual  identity  are 
required  to  be  registered  in  the  Ministry  of  Foreign  Aâàirs. 

The  treaty  of  Extradition  between  the  two  countries  is  general 
in  its  character,  and  comprehends  all  forms  of  crime  against  law 
and  order,  and  assesses  the  punishment  for  the  various  offenses 
named  m  the  treaty. 

By  Article  III,  political  oHrnscs.  or  those  annexed  to  political 
offenses,  are  not  considered  grounds  for  extradition.  \(  rs  of 
anarchism,  however,  are  not  classed  under  the  head  of  poiidcuL 
offenses. 

TENDERS  FOR   THF.    PURCH ASK   AND   EXTENSION   OF  THE 
WATERWORKS  OF  THE  CITY  OF  PARA. 

In  the  Trade  Miscellany  of  the  September  number  of  the  Bul- 
letin briet  mention  wjs  made  of  the  tact  that  the  government  of 
the  State  of  Para  was  inviting  proposals  for  the  pure  hase  oí  the 
waterworks  of  the  city  of  Para  (^Belém)  and  for  the  extension  ot 
the  system. 

rh("  Bureau  has  received  from  Senhor  Mendonça»  Minister 
of  Brazil,  the  following  detailed  information  bearing  upon  the 
subject,  which  may  be  of  interest  to  citizens  of  the  United  States 
desiring  to  look  into  the  matter. 

The  Government  of  the  State  of  Para,  to  which  at  present  the 
water  supply  to  Belém  belongs,  calls  for  proposals  until  Decem- 
ber 31,  1897,  for  the  transfer  of  that  service  to  private  enterprise. 
.All  iiiiormation  relating  to  such  proposals  will  be  iurnislied  hv"  the 
Br:r/.ilian  Consulate  Ocaeral  in  New  York  City.  The  principal 
conditions  are  as  follows  : 

(a)  The  State  transfers  to  the  contractor  all  its  rights  over  machinery  and 
material  at  present  employed  in  this  service* 

(/')  The  State  guarantees  to  the  contractor  the  privilege  of"  the  water  supply 
by  mcaas  of  a  system  oí  canalization  for  sixty  years. 
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{c)  Extension  of  the  privilege  for  thirty  years  more  if  during  the  sixty  yean 
of  the  privilege  the  water  supply  shall  have  reached  a  maximum  of  10,000,000 

liters  dt-iily. 

(</)  Kxi^ropriation  for  public  utility  of  lands,  springs,  and  streams  considered 

necessary  lur  the  \Katcr  supplv. 

{f)  Exemption  ot  State  and  municipal  taxes. 

i^f)  The  contractor  shall  have  the  right  to  collect  from  private  individuals  in 
whose  houses  there  may  be  one  or  more  pipes  of  supply  the  tax  of  half  a  real 
per  liter  of  water  for  domestic  and  industrial  consumption. 


COLOMBIA. 

TRADE  AND  RESOURCES  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  PANAMA. 

From  a  recent  official  report,  relative  to  trade,  and  agricultural, 
mineral,  and  other  resources  of  the  Department  of  Panama  for  the 
year  1896,  it  is  learned  that  there  were  imported  into  that  depart- 
ment 25,680  tons  of  coal,  20,000  tons  of  which  were  from  New- 
castle, New  South  Wales,  5,083  from  Cardiff,  and  the  remaining 
600  tons  were  Chilean  coal. 

In  view  of  tli<  ^[  t  :iter  proximity  of  the  coal  fields  of  Alabama  to 
this  market  and  the  inauguration  oí  11  iitw  hnc  ut  steamer.^  between 
Mobile  and  Colombian  ports,  to  whic  h  rcierence  is  made  elsewhere 
in  thi>  Hi  1 1 1  I  IN,  tliis  item  may  be  of  interest  to  coal  operators  in 
the  L  nited  Sutes. 

As  an  evidence  of  the  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
to  extend  the  steamship  service  between  the  ports  of  the  Repub- 
lic and  neighboring  countries,  the  governor  of  the  Department  has 
for  some  time  past  offered  a  monthly  subsidy  of  $1,000  (Colom- 
bian currency)  to  any  company  that  will  establish  and  maintain 
a  reblar  line  between  the  ports  of  Rio  Hacha,  Santa  Martha, 
Barranquilla,  Cart.i<j;ena,  Colon,  Bocas  del  Toro,  and  Kingston, 
HaNana,  or  Curaçao.  The  proposed  subsitl)  may  be  increased 
during  the  period  ot  one  year  to  $2,000  per  nu)ntli. 

The  railway  system  ot  the  country  aggregates  a  length  of  400 
miles  now  open  to  traffic.  In  addition  to  this,  contracts  have 
been  entered  into  for  about  350  miles,  which  it  is  expected  will 
be  completed  within  ibur  years. 
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Minin<;  is  re[K)rre(l  to  he  progressing  satisfactorily,  and  several 
enterprises  are  being  prosecuted  with  much  energy  and  prospects 
of  good  returns.  The  climate  in  the  mining  region  is  generally 
excellent  .The  great  drawback  to  this  industry  is  the  lack  of 
good  roads  ibr  the  transportation  of  machinery. 

The  agricultural  interests  of  the  Department  are  confined  almost 
entire  !)  to  the  production  of  bananas,  rice,  and  sugar  cane»  but  it 
is  anticipated  that  in  the  near  future  these  products  will  become 
secondary  in  importance  to  cacao  and  coiiee,  which  are  claiming 
mucli  attention  iroai  agriculturists.  In  the  Province  of  Code 
the  cultivation  of  coffee  has  latterly  received  special  attention, 
there  being  at  present  more  than  100,000  trees  planted.  Much 
interest  of  late  is  being  given  to  the  culture  of  the  rubber  tree. 
Trees  which  have  been  planted  have  not  yet  reached  a  productive 
age,  but  when  mature  and  ready  to  be  tapped  it  is  expected  that 
they  will  yield  a  large  quantity  of  high*grade  rubber. 

There  is  no  opening  for  skilled  labor  in  the  Department,  the 
number  of  native  artisans  being  more  than  sufficient  to  meet  the 
requirements.  Native  workmen  on  banana  and  sugar  plantations 
receive  $1.50  per  day.  in  the  money  of  the  country,  equivaient  to 
about  $4.50  per  week  in  United  States  currency.  There  is  a 
steady  demand  tor  unskilled  labor,  and  anyone  who  is  able  to  wield 
a  pick  can  earn  tixed  wages  of  from  60  cents  to  $1*50  per  day. 

The  Magdalena  River  is  the  main  artery  of  commerce  ibr  the 
Republic  and  traverses  the  country  from  its  source  in  the  moun- 
tainous region  to  its  outlet  at  the  port  of  Barranquilla.  This  great 
river  is  navigable  by  steamers  specially  constructed  for  the  purpose, 
having  a  draft  not  exceeding  three  feet  when  loaded.  During 
the  year  1896  the  steamers  belonging  to  Barranquilla  made  312 
voyages  up  the  ri\  ('r,  transporting  about  29,000  tons,  and  ^1  ^  voy- 
ages down  th(^  river,  with  about  23,000  tons,  carrying  bodi  ways 
14.000  passengers. 

The  following  lines  of  steamships  have  regular  schedules  to 
and  from  Savanilla,  a  seaport  on  the  .Caribbean  Sea,  a  short 
distance  west  of  Barranquilla: 

Royal  Mûl  Steam  Packet  Company,  from  London  and  Southampton. 
West  India  and  Pacific  Line,  from  Liverpool, 
Harrison  Line>  from  Liverpool 
Atlas  Line,  from  New  York. 
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Knott's  Prince  Line,  chiefly  from  the  Mediterranean. 

The  General  Transatlantic  Line,  from  Havre  and  St.  Nazaire. 

Hamburg  American  Packet  Company,  from  Hamburg. 

General  Transadantic  Line»  from  New  York. 

V'cloce  Line,  from  Genoa. 

Growing  out  of  the  civil  conflict  in  the  United  States  in  1861,  the 
attempt  was  made  to  introduce  cotton  throwing  into  the  Depart- 
ment ot  Panama;  Kpyptian  seed  was  procured,  and  the  cotton 
which  is  now  exported  bears  a  close  resemhhmce  to  the  Egyptian 
prodiu  r.  The  cotton  exported  from  BarrantpiiUa  during  the  vrar 
1  Siji)  amounted  to  2,837  ^^^^cs,  valued  at  $65,000  in  American 
currency. 

The  total  revenue  ot"  the  Department  for  the  financial  year 
$793*637*50*        expenditures  for  the  same  period  were 
$677,90175,  showing  a  credit  surplus  of  $115,73575. 
budget  estimates  for  the  fiscal  )'ear  1897  submitted  to  the  Gov- 
ernment and  passed  by  the  Assembly  are — 

Income   $i,378,ofx> 

Expenditure   1,378.604 

In  view  of"  the  steady  improvement  in  revenue  during  the  past 
two  years,  this  estimate  is  well  within  bounds. 

The  public  debt  at  the  commencement  of  the  year  1894. 
amounted  to  $238,336;  this  has  been  reduced  to  $197^^79  65,  of 
which  $6,936.55  represents  interest  accumulated  in  the  interval. 


TRADE  IN  VEGETABLE  IVORY. 

Clifford  Smyth,  esquire.  Consul  of  the  United  States  at  Carta- 
gena, in  a  communication  to  the  Department  of  State,  reports 

that  on  account  of  the  ad  valorem  duty  placed  upon  buttons  maiie 
of  vegtrahlc  ivory,  by  the  existing  tariff  of  the  United  States  tliere 
has  b(  (  n  an  inc  reased  demand  in  the  United  States  for  that  mate- 
rial and  a  consequent  improvement  in  the  shipments  of  the  ivory 
nut  from  the  port  of  Cartagena.  Up  to  the  time  when  this  new 
duty  went  into  effect  almost  the  entire  shipments  were  made  to 
Hamburg,  Germany,  but,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  figures  given 
below,  this  movement  is  undergoing  a  marked  change. 

For  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1895,  the  total  imports  of 
the  ivory  nut  amounted  to  $14,1 15.80;  for  the  year  ending  June 


• 
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30,  1897,  there  wrrc  $2,730.88,  showinpf  a  remarkable  tailing  off^ 
which  propre  ^sed  still  turthcr  in  the  fiscal  year  i896-()7.  when  the 
total  shipments  from  Cartagena  to  the  United  States  only  amounted 
to  $1,68449.  quantity  none  was  shipped  in  the  period 

extending  from  January  i  to  April  i  ;  for  the  next  three  months 
the  figures  show  a  total  of  $  1 ,23 1 4 1 .  But  from  J uly  1  to  August 
27  activity  in  this  trade  began  to  be  manifest  and  fifteen  shipments 
were  made,  amounting  in  value  to  $13,828. 


GUATEMALA. 

TARIFF  MODIFICATIONS. 

By  a  decree  dated  June  23,  1897,  the  following  modifications 
of  the  tariff  of  Guatemala  were  officially  promulgated. 
The  articles  named  below  arc  free  of  duty  : 

Rice. 

Minerabf  refuse. 
Beans. 

Spanish  pease. 
Cora, 

Samples  without  any  commercial  value,  and  those  having  it,  the  duties  not 

exceeding  $1. 

Gold  and  silver  :  Bullion,  dust,  and  coin. 

Potatoes,  and  other  nutritious  plants  similar  thereto. 

Vaccînc  vini'=. 

Flow  cr  and  vegetable  seeds,  and  other  seeds  not  spccihcd. 

Areometers. 

Metal  alembics  ot  a  capacity  less  tlian  one-liali'  gallon,  ror  chcnúcal  asáays  or 
analyãiâ. 

Alphabet  blocks,  wooden,  of  all  kinds,  for  the  schools. 
Amianthus,  in  fiber  or  in  plates,  in  its  natural  state. 
Anchors  and  hauling  lines. 
Stuffed  animals  for  cabinets  of  natural  history. 

Mvc  animals  for  breeding  purposes. 
Birds  and  poultry. 

Advertisements,  printed,  lithographed,  or  engraved,  either  on  paper  or  paste* 

board,  without  frames. 

Apparnnjs  and  engine-  tor  extinguishing  tire. 

Oars  in  tlieir  natural  state. 

iMercurv. 
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Barometers. 

I  run  buoys,  with  the  accessories  for  their  installment,  wooden  or  iron  boats, 
and  oars. 

Compasses  of  all  kinds. 

Wire,  iron,  or  steel  cables  of  all  thicknesses. 

Paper<^ov<red  catalogues  of  all  kinds. 

Numismatical,  geological,  and  natural  history  collections  for  museums  or 
cabinets. 

Coarse  and  sheet  cork. 
Rock  crystal^  uncut. 
Rawhide. 

Bacteriological  cultivators. 

Paper  and  pasteboard  designs,  molds,  and  patterns  for  art  purpose*. 

Articles  imported  by  the  nation  or  by  the  municipalities  for  the  public  service 
or  for  beneficent  institutions. 

Articles  imported  iur  the  private  use  of  the  President  ot  the  Republic. 

Articles  imported  for  the  private  use  of  the  diplomatic  ministers  and  their 
àmilies,  residing  in  the  Republic,  in  a  quantity  proportional  to  the  ordinary 
consumption,  provided  reciprocity  exists,  and  the  requirements  established  are 
complied  with.  This  exemption  does  not  apply  to  the  secretaries,  consuls,  and 
vice-consuls. 

Ordinary  wrappings,  when  the  articles  do  not  pay  tlic  duty  on  their  grOSS 
weight.  In  bales,  the  sackcloth,  oilcloth,  side  boards^  and  straps  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  wrappings.  The  tin  or  zinc  linings  of  boxes  and  their  pasteboard, 
paper,  antî  casings  shall  also  be  considered  as  wrappings  if  not  chargeable  with 
the  corrcspondine  duty.  Blankets,  sl.ccts,  or  any  other  article  comprised  in  the 
tariff  shall  not  be  considered  as  wrappinns. 

Travelers'  baggage,  comprising  wearing  apparel,  toilet  articles,  tabic  and  bed 
clothes,  books,  and  the  instruments  necessary  fur  the  practice  of  his  art  or  craft, 
which  the  passenger  carries  with  him,  showing  evident  signs  of  having  been  used, 
and  in' a  quantity  proportional  to  his  social  class  and  profession,  and  according 
to  circumstances.  A  half  a  kilogram  of  prepared  tobacco  is  allowed  to  each 
person.  If  the  passenger  brings  new  articles,  the  duties  on  which  should  amount 
to  more  than  one  hundred  dollars,  he  must  cover  them  with  a  consular  invoice. 

Emery  powder  and  grains. 

Spanish  grass. 

Tarred  oakum. 

Lighthouse  lanterns. 

Photographed  landscapes  of  the  country,  without  frames. 

Débris  of  wrecked  siiips. 

Engravings,  without  frames,  by  Guatemala  artists  residing  abroad,  provided 
evidence  of  their  authenticity  is  previously  shown. 

Dog's  grass. 

Guano  and  the  other  natural  and  artificial  fertilisers. 
Fuse  for  mines. 
Pig  iron. 
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Furnaces  and  other  apparatus  of  fire-clay  or  graphite  for  assaying  metals. 
Natural  and  artificial  magnets. 
Fresh  vegetables. 
Logs  (rough  timber). 

Machinery  and  electric  batteries  (uncharged)  for  public  enterprises. 
Mechanical  and  architectural  models. 

Flower  models. 

PcricnlicaU,  loose. 

Cake  and  powder  platinum. 

Wood  pulp,  rags,  scraps,  and  refuse  for  paper  factories. 
Palm  leaf  for  manufacturing  hats. 

The  íòllowing  merchandise  shall,  from  the  1st  of  July  1897, 
pay  duties  as  below  on  their  gross  weight; 


Articles. 


Unhullcd  oats  

Impure  oleic  acid  for  making  soap. 
Bran  , . , 


Sesamum  (benneseed)  

Galvanized  iron  wire,  and  copper  wire  (insulated)  for  electrical  transmission. 

Galvanized  iron  wire  for  fences,  cither  plain  or  piclceted,  and  the  staples  and 

stretchers  

Coal  tiir  


Apparatus  for  bicarburate  of  hydrogen  light  

Electric  apparatus,  with  the  exception  of  the  chemical  substances  comprised 

ii)  the  tarifT  

Plows  and  parts  of  

Livestock,  not  fur  hreeding  purposes,  per  head  | 

Crude  native  «i:I;ihur  

([Codfish  (dried,  sailed,  or  smoked^  

Bank  bills  

Iron  or  bronze  pumps  of  all  kinds,  not  speciáed  

Glass  chimneys  for  incartdescent  electric  light  

Pitch  prcp.irnl  f^r  sîiips  

Glass  and  p«jicciam  capsules  fur  chemical  and  pharmaceutical  purposes... 

Stone,  animal  and  vegetable  coal,  not  pulverized  

Smoked  or  salt  meat  

Nautical  charts  and  ncoj;raphical  and  topoj^raphical  maps  

Pocket  cases  for  carryin;»;  reagents  

Pressed  roofing  pasteboard  

Roman  cement,  lime,  and  hydraulic  lime  

Ct>kf   


Graduated  ^rlass  cups,  and  jrlass  tubes,  wlutln  r  graduated  or  not  

Crucibles  of  all  knids  and  cupels  

Sample  books  of  drawing,  caligraphy,  and  embroidery 

Wooden  and  iron  houses  

fyrresirial  and  ct  1' spheres   i 

Spaiulas  and  glass  and  porcelain  spoons  and  agitators,  for  sti|,ring  corrosive 

liquids  

Stcarinc  cakc^  ...   

Cases  of  mathciuauca!  instruments  and  blowpipe  tests  

Coarse  slone  ñlters  and  pressed  COal  filters  

Pasteur  filters  and  others  

Fresh  fruits  ,  

Hay  and  ctliri  fora^ce,  not  mentiniuMl  

Wrought  iron,  bar  iron,  skclp  iron,  and  i-inch  square  iron  

Water  closets  of  alt  kinds,  without  pipes  

Furnace  bricks.  «  « .  •  » ,  


m  kilo. 

$0. 01 
.01 
.or 
.  10 
.oi>i 

.01 
.01 
.03 

.  02 
.02 

3. 00 

.  01 

.05 

I.  IX) 

.03 
.02 
.01 

.05  ^ 
.OlV 

.05 
.  10 
1.00 
.01 

•  oijá 

•  01  '4 
.  40 
.01 

.  10 

.03 

.10 

.40 

.03 

I  .CX) 

•05 
.05 

.03 
.  01 
.01 
.  10 

.oiX 
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Articles. 


PorklkK 


Paper  covered  books   

Locomoiives,  cars,  and  railway  supplies  

I^ird  

Models  and  samj  lc^  <>f  diawing,  caligr.q  liy.  and  embroidery.  , , , ,  

Unsi/cd  and  unlustrüus  paper  ior  printing;  

Lightning  rods  

Crude  petroleum  

Coarse  natural  stones  oí  all  kinds,  not  dcnuminaled,  for  industrial  purposes. 

Precious  stonesand  fine  pearls,  unmounted  

Millstones  

Slates  and  tmilaiions  thereof,  for  schools  

Rooting  slates  

Live  plants  

Printinir  and  lithographic  presses   . . 

Harrows  and  rakes  

Portraits,  without  frames,  of  persons  residing  in  the  country  

Empty  sacks,  of  jute,  hemp  (pita),  and  sisal,  for  exporting  fruits  

Japanese  sauce  (soy)  

Tallow,  crude  and  rendered  

Tilesof  clay,  glass, and  wood  

Thermometers  

Printing  ink.  

Printing  types   

Flat  glass,  of  all  colors  and  sizes  


$o.  05 
•  .02 
.05 
.  10 

■05 
.03 
.  01 
.01 
1.50 
.01 

.OS 
.01 
.01 

.OS 

.12 
I.  00 
.03 

.«5 
.01 
.03 
1.00 

-05 
.05 
.03 


HONDURAS. 

THE  HONDURAS  SYNDICATE. 

Thr  Department  of  State  is  intornud  through  I  nited  States 
Vice-Consul  Bfrnharp,  at  Tegucigalpa,  under  date  of  August 
30,  1897,  that  the  syndicate  which  has  recently  obtained  an 
important  concession  from  the  Government  of  Honduras,  is  com- 
posed of  the  following  gentlemen  :  Chauncey  M.  Depew, 
W.  Seward  Webb,  John  Jacob  Astor,  Benjamin  F.  Tracy, 
J.  G.  McCuLLoUGu,  Frederic  B.  Jennings,  George  S.  Scott, 
Nathaniel  A.  Prentiss,  Charles  McVeigh,  and  Melville  E. 
Ingai.ls,  jr.,  all  citizens  of  the  United  States.  I  lie  agents  for 
the  syndicate  were  Hknry  L.  Sprague  and  W.  S.  V^alentine,  of 
New  York. 

By  the  terms  of  the  concession,  the  syndicate  is  to  construct 
and  operate  a  railroad  from  Puerto  Cortez  to  a  point  on  the  bay 
of  Fonseca,  on  the  Paciñc  Coast  The  Government  concedes  to 
the  company  the  railroad  now  in  operation  from  Puerto  Cortez  to 
La  Pimienta,  a  distance  of  about  30  miles,  with  all  its  appurte- 
nances. A  subsidy  of  100  English  feet  of  land  is  granted  on 
each  side  of  the  road,  whether  it  passes  through  public  or  private 
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lands.  In  the  latter  case  the  Government  is  to  pay  the  proper 
indemnity  to  the  owners,  and  the  company  is  to  pay  for  the 
improvements  on  the  land  in  accordance  with  the  law.  When 

the  roadway  lies  in  inhabited  sections,  only  half  this  width  of  land 
is  granted. 

VoT  every  mile  of  railroad  ronstructed  the  (  lovernment  con- 
cedes five  square  mile^  of  land  lyinj^  contiguous  to  rlu  road; 
alternate  sections  are  granted  where  the  road  traverses  public  lands. 
W  hen  the  road  passes  through  private  property,  the  company  may 
select  sections  of  land  (under  the  above-named  conditions)  from 
the  public  domain.  This  selection  of  land  is  to  be  made  within 
ñve  years  from  date  of  contract.  A  condition  of  the  franchise 
states  that  a  branch  line  shall  extend  to  1  egucigalpa,  the  capital 
of  the  Republic;  other  branch  roads  may  be  constructed  under 
terms  similar  to  those  given  for  the  main  line. 

The  company  acquires  the  right  to  use,  free  of  charge,  all 
materials  necessary  in  the  construction  of  the  road  tonne]  on 
Government  lands,  provided  such  privilege  does  not  conflict  with 
rights  previously  granted  to  other  parties.  The  development  and 
use  of  minerals  found  on  such  lands  shall  be  subject  to  the  mining 
laws  of  the  country. 

The  gauge  of  the  road  shall  not  be  less  than  3  feet  6  inches; 
ñve  miles  shall  be  constructed  in  the  ñrst  year;  in  the  second, 
twenty-five  miles  are  to  be  finished;  in  the  third,  fifty  miles;  at 
the  end  of  the  fourth  year  the  road  must  be  built  to  Comayagua; 
at  the  end  ot  thr  sixth  year  the  enrire  line  must  be  completed 
and  open  to  [Hiblic  traííic.  Should  the  i  (>iiipan\  tail  to  comply 
with  these  conditions  it  shall  pay  to  the  (  iov(  rnnient  i  Ç  per  cent 
of  the  gross  receipts  of  the  road  until  the  conditions  are  tulhlled, 
an  extension  of  time  for  that  purpose  having  been  granted.  At 
the  expiration  of  this  extended  period,  if  the  number  of  miles  stip- 
ulated in  th(  c OIK  ession  have  not  been  completed,  the  road  shall 
pass  into  the  hands  of  a  trustee. 

The  Govemment  mails,  and  officials  traveling  on  Government 
account  are  to  be  transported  free.  The  tariff  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  products  of  Central  America  shall  be  made  as  low  as 
practicable  and  shall  not  exceed  that  now  in  operation  on  the 

portion  of  line  between  Puerto  Cortez  anti  l.a  Pimienta,  except 
tor  intcroceanic  traíüc.    Passengers  and  freight  engaged  in  inter- 
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oceanic  travel  or  transportation  are  not  to  be  sutjected  to  customs 
dues. 

All  materials  to  be  used  tn  the  construction  of  the  road  shall 

be  admitted  free  of  import  duty,  and,  with  the  exception  of  negroes 
and  Chinese,  workmen  and  foreign  colonists  will  be  admitted  and 
exempt  irum  personal  taxes  tor  ten  years. 

The  syndicate  may  issue  bonds  in  amounts  not  to  exceed 
$¿0,000  in  gold  tor  each  mile  of  road,  and  may  transier  rights  in 
the  property  to  any  private  person  or  corporation,  but  not  to  a 
foreign  Government  The  Government  reserves  the  right  to 
purchase  the  road  after  it  has  been  in  operation  for  seventy*five 
years.  This  option  will  apply  at  the  end  of  each  successive  five 
years  after  that  period  and  at  the  end  of  ninety-nine  years  the  road 
and  all  its  appurtenances  will  become  the  property  of  the  State. 

The  syndicate  obligates  itselt  to  liquidate  the  public  debt  of 
Horuluras,  and  otiices  for  this  purpose  will  be  opened  in  New 
\  c)rk.  London  and  Paris.  A  bank  is  to  be  (  stablished  \mder  the 
name  of  the  Commercial  Bank  of  l  iondunis,  with  a  mii^imum 
capital  of  $500,000  (gold),  divided  into  shares  of  $ioo  each. 
The  bank  has  authority  to  act  as  fiscal  and  financial  agent  of  the 
Government  and  be  the  depository  of  the  national  funds;  it  is 
empowered  to  coin  money,  the  net  profits  to  be  equally  divided 
between  the  Government  and  the  syndicate. 

The  bank  can  grant  mortgages  to  the  amount  of  one-third  of 
its  capital,  at  a  maximum  aumial  interest  ut  1  ^  per  cent;  it  may 
make  loans,  guarante<-  ( >overniiient  bonds,  i^sue  notes;  it  shall 
have  five  directors,  with  an  additional  one  a[ipointed  each  vear  by 
the  Government  of  Honduras.  From  October  1,  1897,  the  bank 
is  to  take  control  of  the  customs  of  the  country,  and  die  Govern- 
ment obligates  itself  not  to  reduce  the  revenue  tari£f  within  a 
period  of  fifteen  years.  According  to  this  agreement,  says  the 
consul,  '^the  increase  in  customs  duties  authorized  by  act  of  Con- 
gress last  April  will  not  take  eflfect"  The  bank  is  to  i)a)  1 ,000^000 
pesos  ($500,000)  each  year,  and  a  certain  per  cent  over  this  amount 
is  to  be  applied  annually  to  the  payment  of  the  new  bonds.  The 
railroad,  and  bank  capital  are  to  be  exempt  irom  all  taxation. 
Th<-  syndic  are  is  to  equip  one  or  more  vessels  as  a  coast  guard,  to 
prevent  smuggling. 
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MEXICO. 

SPECIFICATIONS  FOR  NEW  GOVERNMENT  BUILDING. 

In  publishing  the  specifications  tor  the  new  Federal  building  to 
be  erected  in  the  City  of  Mexico,  the  Diario  Oficial  stated  that 
the  scale  of  drawings  should  be  )  :  lOO.  With  this  understand- 
ing, the  architects  of  the  United  States  presented  their  plans, 
when  it  was  discovered  that  an  error  had  been  made  and  that  the 
scale  should  have  been  i  :  200. 

Atu  r  earnest  and  repeated  efforts  on  the  part  oi  1 1  un.  I'üwell 
Clayton,  United  States  .Minister  to  Mexico,  to  arrange  the  mat- 
ter in  the  interests  of  the  architects  ot  the  Ignited  States  who  had 
already  prepared  their  plans  under  a  misapprehension  ot  the  scale, 
the  Foreign  Oíüce  has  agreed  to  accept  plans  drawn  either  to  a 
scale  of  1 : 100  or  1 : 200. 

MANUFACTURE  OF  SUGAR. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Vannah,  of  New  Orleans,  La.,  a  ijentlcman  iarf^cly 
engaged  in  the  growing  and  manufacture  ot  cane  sugar,  ha.^  been 
spending  several  months  in  Mexico  looking  into  the  conditions 
and  opportunities  for  the  development  of  that  industry  in  that 
country. 

The  result  of  his  investigations  leads  Him  to  believe  that  a 
complete,  first-class,  modem  plant,  with  a  capacity  for  cutting  and 
manuñicturíng  from  50,000  to  75,000  tons  of  sugar  cane  per  sea- 
son, can  be  set  up  in  Mexico  for  $100,000,  American  currency. 

On  the  subject  oí  {)rcKÍiictioii,  Mr.  \\\nnah  believes  tfiai  hîty  tons 
of  cane  to  the  acre  can  readily  be  grown.  With  iiuproNid 
machiner)^  and  processes,  one  ton  of  cane  will  yield  180  pounds 
of  sugar  as  an  average.  The  maximum  expense  of  cultivation, 
cutting,  cleaning,  and  delivery  of  cane  at  the  mill,  he  estimates  at 
$3  per  ton. 

Below  is  given  Mr.  Vannah*s  estimate  of  the  monthly  expendi- 
ture incident  to  manufacturing  sugar  from  the  can^  product  of 
1,000  acres,  the  days  being  estimated  at  twenty-four  hours  each: 

Cane  sheds,  two  shifts  of  four  men  each  , , . .      $144.  00 

Cane  milt,  two  shifts  of  two  men  each,  grinding  soo  tons  of  cane  daily. ...       79. 00 
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Bagasse  ovrns,  twn  ithti   $36.  00 

Boilers,  two  men  to  handle     36.00 

One  chief  engineer  and  two  assistants   72a  00 

CUrifyiiiK'.  two  diifts  oí  two  men  each   72. 00 

Double  elTecl.  two  men   36.  CO 

Sugar  maker,  at  rate  of  50  ccni.s  per  1,000  pounds  of  sugar  made  and  500 

Ions  of  cane  daily  treated  at  iBo  pounds  per  ton  of  sugar   t .  375-  00 

Two  assistants  to  sugar  malcer.   10a 00 

FilUT  presses,  iwu  shifts  of  two  men  cacll   72.  00 

Firemen,  two  shifts  of  two  men  iwh   72.  œ 

Tank  men,  two  shifts  of  two  men  each   72. 00 

Centrifugal,  four  men,  at  $50  per  month  each   200.  oo 

Assistants,  two  men,  at  S40  per  month  each   80.00 

Str\  (  (!.  >res,  two  shifts  of  font  men  each   144.OO 

Sugar  weigliers,  two  men,  at  $30  |>C'r  niouth  each.   60. 00 

Cane  weighers,  two  men,  at  $30  per  month  each   60. 00 

Electric  light,  one  man.   30. oo 

Bookkeeper  ,   125.00 

.Assistant  bookkeeper   50.  tx> 

Foremen,  two  cane-yard  foremen   So.  00 

Boarding  of  15  employees,  at  $32.50  each   337.  50 

Chief  cook,  per  month   60.00 

A '«si'itant''.  twti  metí   60.00 

Fuel,  prelroleum,  incidentals,  etc.,  per  month   550.00 

37,00a  barrels  monthly,  at  7$  cents  each  20, 2sa  00 

Total  24,  Ô63.  50 

The  above  estimate  is  given  in  Mexican  currency. 

The  sugar-manuikcturing  season  is  about  three  months,  or, 
speaking  literally,  one  hundred  days;  this  would  make  the  total 
expense  of  the  crop  $83,0 1 8.34.  To  be  added  to  this  total  expense 
of  manufacture  is  the  cost  of  cultivation  and  delivery  at  the  mill, 
calculated  by  Mr.  Vanvah  at  $  1  yo.ooo,  making  the  entire  expense 
upon  a  cTop of  1,000  acas  $233,0 1 8. 54.  He  calculates  the  proJucc 
from  the  above  1,000  acres  at  9,000.000  pounds;  at  a  minimum 
price  ot  six  rcnrs  per  pound  this  would  brin*j:  $540,000, or  a  net  profit 
on  the  crop  ot  $300,981.66,  showing  the  enormous  profit  to  be  real- 
ized from  the  production  of  sugar  in  .Mexico.  In  addition  to  tlic 
above  profit,  he  calculates  that  there  should  be  realized  from  the  sale 
of  aguardiente  about  $66,000  per  annum.  Mr.  Vannah  estimates 
the  total  cost  of  cultivation,  manufacture,  and  packing  of  sugar  to 
be  about  2%  cents  per  pound  in  Mexican  silver. 

POINTS  FROM  THE  PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

The  Mexican  Congress  met  in  regular  session  on  the  i6th  of 
September.    Afrer  the  usual  formai  preliminaries  incident  to  the 
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occasion,  President  Diaz  proceeded  to  deliver  his  message,  ad* 
dressed  to  the  Deputies  and  Senators. 

The  President,  in  felicitous  terms,  referred  to  the  tact  rhat  his 
countt)'  is  at  peace  with  all  otluT  nations,  and  tliat  ilt)iiir>tic  tran- 
quillity prevails  throii<^^hout  tlie  Republic,  'i'he  treaty  settling; 
thr  (luestion  ot  boundary  with  British  Honduras  has  h(  rn  for- 
mally ratified  and  promulgated.  The  consummation  of  the  treaty 
determining  the  boundary  limits  with  (  Íuatíímala  only  awaits  the 
decision  of  the  arbitrator  as  to  certain  minor  details. 

On  the  subject  of  public  works,  the  message  conveys  the  infor- 
mation that  the  stupendous  undertaking  of  draining  the  Valley  of 
Mexico,  begun  many  years  ago,  is  almost  concluded,  thus  guar- 
anteeing to  the  capital  city  and  surrounding  country  a  system  of 
drainage  on  a  nunii  ;¡i  aiul  rlaborate  plan. 

The  port  wurk.^  ar  \'era  Cruz,  which  will  give  to  that  city  a 
large,  well  protected,  and  deep  harbor,  are  going  forward  with 
most  satisfactory  energy.  Public  works  and  buildings  are  in 
course  of  construction  at  Tampico  and  other  [)orts. 

Since  April,  1897,  3^^  kilometers  of  railway  have  been  added, 
making  the  total  mileage  of  the  railway  system  of  the  Republic 
1 1,890  kilometers  (7,384.  miles).  The  number  of  mining  titles 
issued  since  April  was  1,619,  covering  7,287  claims  of  one  hectare 
{2y¿  acres')  each.  The  sale  of  public  lands  amounted  to  782,000 
hectares,  which  brought  $i35-.)45-  Owing  to  good  rainfalls 
throughout  the  agricultural  districts  the  condition  of  the  crops  is 
reported  to  h(  excellent.  The  revenue  tor  the  fiscal  year  1 896-97 
amounted  to  $51,500,000,  au  increase  of  $1,000,000  over  the 
preceding  year. 


NICARAGUA. 

PREMIU.MS  GRANTED  FOR  THE  CULTIVATION   OF  COFFEE, 
C.-VCAO,  RUBBER,  ETC.,  ON  PUBLIC  L.ANDS. 

The  Bureau  has  received  from  Mr.  M.  J.  Clancy,  Consular 
Agent  of  the  United  States  at  Bluefields,a  translation  of  a  recent 
decree  extending  to  the  Department  of  Zelaya  the  same  conditions 
relative  to  the  cultivation  of  staple  products  as  have  hitherto 
existed  in  the  otiier  departments  ot  tiic  Republic. 


Digitized  by  Google 


74^  BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 

The  premium,  or  bounty,  is  established  for  a  period  of  five 
years,  and  die  terms  are  as  follows: 

For  each  hectare  (9.471  acres)  of  pasture — 


In  timber  ,  ...$3 

Wiilimit  tinil  cr  ,    3 

For  each  hectare — 

With  potatoes   3 

With  com   3 

With  beans  ,   2 

With  rice   3 

With  tobacco  ,   3 

With  sugar  cane   4 

With  wheat   3 


Mr.  Clancy,  in  transmitting  the  decree,  makes  the  following 

explanation  of  the  term  "pasture  without  timber:"  "All  land  in 
Nicara<zii;i  is  one  vast  forest,  except  an  occasional  *  savannah.' 
When  laful  is  cleared  of  all  trees  except  those  necessary  for  the 
slicker  of  cattle,  it  constitutes  what  is  known  as  'posture  without 
timber;  " 

The  object  of  this  decree  is  to  encourage  desirable  colonization, 
iiom  all  countries. 


SANTO  DOMINGO. 

NEW  RAILROAD. 

On  the  19th  of  August  last  a  new  railroad  between  Puerto 
Plata,  on  the  north  coast  of  Sunto  Domingo,  and  Santirifro,  in  the 
interior,  was  formally  opened  by  the  President  of  the  Republic. 
This  line  is  45  miles  in  length  and  passes  through  the  fertile  val- 
ley of  Santiago,  which  comprises  country  rich  in  coffee  and  cacao 
lands.  Though  comparatively  unimportant  when  compared  with 
the  extensive  railways  of  the  United  States,  it  is  by  no  means 
insignificant  fi>r  that  country.  The  construction  is  the  work  of 
years,  and  in  its  short  extent  crosses  two  mountain  ranges. 

An  I  nit(  d  Stat(  s  t  nj^incrr  directed  the  work,  in  which  both 
European  and  American  capital  is  interested.  The  inat<  rial  for 
biiil(iin<j:  and  operating  the  road  canie  piincipallv  troni  Kurope, 
although  the  bridges  and  some  of  the  rolling  stock  was  imported 
from  the  United  States.  An  American  corporation,  under  the 
name  of  the  **San  Domingo  Improvement  Company,"  operates 
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the  line,  which  Consul  Grimke  reports  to  be  well  equipped  in 
every  respect.  It  is  purposed  to  run  three  trains  daily  between 
Puerto  Plata  atul  Santiago,  the  object  being  to  open  up  a  niai  kt  t 
for  the  products  ot  the  Santiago  Valley  by  connecting  it  with  a 
seaport.  The  principal  articles  thus  placed  under  favorable  export 
conditions  are  coôee,  cacao,  tobacco,  beeswax,  hides,  lignum-vitsB» 
mahogany,  satinwood,  logwood,  etc. 


UNITED  STATES. 

OPENING  OF  NEW  MARKETS  FOR  WHEAT,  WHEAT  FLOUR, 

AND  BREADSTUFFS. 

é 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  of  the  United  States,  having 

in  view  measures  for  the  future  disposal  of  the  surplus  wheat 
crop,  has  recently  issued  a  circular  setting  forth  the  incrc;ise  in 
the  quantity  of  wheat,  wheat  Hour,  and  breadstuffs  exported  troni 
the  United  States  to  the  countries  of  eastern  Asia. 

The  tabulated  statements  given  in  the  circular  are  reproduced 
in  the  Monthly  Bulletin  for  the  information  of  American 
exporters  of  these  commodities.  As  supplemental  to  the  informa-^ 
tion  given  in  the  tables,  the  report  says: 

StíU  farther  gains  are  indicated  by  the  %(ttre»  thus  far  avulable  for  the  current 
fiscal  year.  According  to  these  figures,  our  total  shipments  to  Japanese  and. 
Chinese  ports  during  the  nine  months  ended  March  51,  1897»  amounted  to- 
882,204  lwcl*«  With  proportionately  large  exportations  for  the  three  remain- 
ing months,  the  total  amount  of  wheat  flour  shipped  to  these  countries  during; 
the  entire  fiscal  year  should  reach  above  a  million  barrels,  which  would  be 
equivalent  to  more  than  four  and  one-half  million  bushels  of  wheat. 
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{¿uantity  of  li'  keat  and  Wheat  Flour  Exported  from  tkc  United  States  to 

Japan,  China,  and  Hongkong. 


Year  ended  Tune  30 — 

1S87  

1888  , 

iSSi)  , 

llîk)0  

1891  


Average 


1892. 
1893. 
iSi>4. 
1895. 
1696. 


Average 


Six   months  ended 
Dec.  31. 1896  .... 

JanuafA',  1897  

February,  1S97  

Mardit  1897  


Nine  months 
ended  Mar. 

31. 1897  


lapaa. 


Wbcat. 


Wheal 
flour. 


Bush'ls. 
250 

aoo 


a  art  fis. 

30.  377 
27»  749 
...  19.677 
23  .  29.  756 
663    75. 736 


China. 


win- at 
flour. 


Hongkong; 


Tetal. 


Wheat. 


Wheat 
flour. 


Wheat. 


Wheat 
flour. 


Dar r fis.    BmsMs,  ,  Barrfls. 

7.7»4   1  371.056 

8,475    36«.826 

9.744    378,634 

14.634  Í   497,697 

54*474  ]   473.046 


227  ;  36. 659    IS,  008  i. 


 I  38.002 

 f  51.836 

73  68.428 
13.217  ;  93.  889 
170  103, 582 


Stuktls.  i  fíarrfts. 
«50    409.  147 
200  ,  399.050 

  408. 

23  ■  542.087 
663  I  583.356 


416.  652 


227  ]  468.  319 


3.692 


71,  148 


54,699  151.349 

21,  522       I.  6<)I 
287  ,     2, 215 
16.179 


13.718   1  457.690 

16,059   )  550k  133 

23. 717    583.  6o3 

36.244  11.112  787.313 
13.879  I   a.  777    8*5. 613 


20,  723  ,   2,  773 


9.077 
6 

1.436 
2*359 


52 


76,500  ;i7i.434  I  IÍ.778 


52 


640,  872 


570. 829 

54.  481 
60,  409 

«3.  «73 


69s,  992 


73 

24. 329 
a.  947 


5.470 


54.751 
21, 522 
287 


76, 560 


509, 410 
618. 037 
675. 753 
917. 451 
943.073 


?32.  743 


731.255 
56, 17S 
64.060 

30,711 


832.  204 


Exports  of  Breadstiiffs  {Hread  and  Biscuit)  from  the  United  Siufrs. 


to  Japon. 

To  China. 

To  Hongkong. 

Pouada. 

Dollars. 

Pounds. 

Dolían. 

Pounda.  DoUan. 

Year  ended  June  so- 

57.395 
19.  136 

26,  676 

33.305 

3.  859 
I.  569 
I,  710 
1, 603 
3.  326 

12,  729 
8.  820 
35.  170 
22,  350 
20.460 

I,  l6o 

593 
a,  358 

1. 500 
2, 001 

1 

6,  586  620 
11.090  i-ji 
18,  450  1  1,410 
17,560'  i,t3t 
10.  550  1     I,  «47 

1893 
1894 

1895 

1896 


Six  month*;  ended  Dec.  31, 

1S96  

January,  1897  

February,  1897  

March.  JS97  — 


Nine    months  ended 


j    32.  003 

2.213 

21.706 

1.522 

,  14,647  i  1.057 

1     22,  S(X) 
26, 950 
3S.  700 
145.656 
42. 410 

1.  357  1 
1.507 

2.  147 

3.  463 
2,007 

35.  020 
42.  600 
33.  650 

45.  900 
55.  000 

2, 

2,  297 

1.  779 

2,  239 

2.  573 

r,  ino 

3,  600 

4.  300 
3.450 
3.  500 

292 

197 
238 

164 
163 

1    55, 303 

2,  096 

42.554 

2,  1S9 

3.«/90 

211 

! 

31.410 
I,  S80 

4.  300 
4,  000 

I,  600 
167 
204 
194 

36. 550 

10,  2ÜO 
6,  010 

I.  700 

I,  648 

427 
2S4 

74 

2,  100 

96 

I,  500 

64 

41,590 

2.16s 

54,460 

fl.433 

3,600 

t6o 
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TRADE  WITH  LATINOAMERICA. 

MONTHLY  STATEMENT  OF  IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS. 

Following;  is  the  latest  monthly  statement  from  figures  compiled 
by  the  Bureau  ol  Statistics,  Unitcti  States  Treasury  Department, 
WoRTHiNGTON  C.  FoRi),  Chict  showing  the  trade  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Latin- American  countries  in  leading  arti- 
cles. The  statement  is  for  the  month  of  August,  1897,  corrected 
to  October  2»  1897.  It  should  be  explained  that  the  figures  from 
the  various  custom-houses  showing  imports  and  exports  for  any 
one  month  arc  not  received  at  the  Treasury  Department  until 
about  the  20th  of  the  following  month,  and  some  time  is  neces- 
sarily consumed  in  compilation  and  printing  ;  so  that  the  returns 
for  August,  for  example,  are  not  published  until  some  time  in 

October. 

Imports  and  Exports,  August,  i8çj. 
IMPORTS  OF  MERCHANDISE  BY  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Artidea  and  Comitiica. 

August. 

1897. 

Qnantltfes. 

VfelueBL 

QoAtttltlefl. 

vslitcs, 

CbeniicaU  : 

Logwood    {Palo   campeche;  Pdu 
tampeche ;  Gjw/A/;»-) (tons) — 

Coal,  biluminoii": (Gír^O/  hiiumitioso, 
Carvãa  betuminoso  j  Charbon  J< 
terre,  ^tumimux)  (tOfts)  : 

Cocoa  {Cacoû;  Coto  m  Cafão  crû  ; 
Cacoû)  (pounds): 

109 
5,610 

$s.49> 

• 

12. 439 

73 
9.980 

$1,009 

124,440  , 

í.  194.345 

409. 3'o 

31.450, 172 

6,417, 586 
263, 480 
2.391 

110,725 
111,117 

ai5, 5S0 
66, 089 
3,  Sio,  150 
7V4. 424 

17.019 
144. 186 

Coffee  (Ca/V;  Caj\' ;           (P^UOds)  : 

Couoi),  utun.mufactuicd  \A¡giH{ón  en 
rama;  Ali^odão  em  rama;  Coton, 
Mtf»  moHUj'oííuré)  ({H>unds)  : 

957.847 

884.934 

I.  531. 764 

48,  656.  S 10 

6, 986, 4Û6 

89,087 

131, 133 
171.250 

3.49^'.  "7 
836, 774 

Plbcn: 

Sisal  grass  {Henequi'n  ;  Hemtquenj 
ilemuqtun)  (tons)— 

S>948 

32t, 836 
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Imports  and  Exports^  August,  jSç7 — Continued, 
IMPORTS  OF  MERCHANDISE  BY  THE  UNITED  STATES— Continued. 


ATtUlcs  kod  ConntxieSk 


Fruits: 

'B^MMtLSiPldtaiiûs  ;  Bananeu  i  Ba- 

nãtus) — 

C'l  iitr.il  Aiuciica  

Cul-.i  

South  America  

Hawaiian  Islands  


1996. 


QaantlUes. 


Valites. 


Urangcs    {A'arattjas  ; 

Mexico  

Cuba  


Ltiranjas  ; 


T\xïs)i\nh{PùUs Jinasj  PelUs;  Four- 
rure£\  (pounds)  : 
South  America  


Hides  and   skins  {Cuerci  y  pides; 

Couros  e  ptiUtj  Citirs  tt  peaux) 

(pounds)  : 

Central  America  

Mexico  

South  America  


India  rubber,  unmaiuu.iciured  {G^ma 
e  List  tea  <ruda;  Borracha  criia; 
Caoutthotu^  hmU)  (pounds); 

Central  America  

Mexico   

Braiil  

Other  South  America  


Lead,  pigs,  bars.  etc.  {Plomo  fn  gald- 
/at^os,  barras,  etc.;  Chumbo  em 
iiiigtuulos,  òarrtu,  etc.;  Pitmbt,  at 
tasuH^m,  m  Airr«f,«/<.)(pottnds): 
Mexico  


Sugar,  not  above  No.  16  Dutch  stand- 
ard {A*iUar^  no  superior  ai  No, 
t6de  la  escala  holandesa;  Assuear 

>!iJ,'  siift'i,,,-  ,u>  Xi'.  r(>  de  padrão 
iu'ilandez;  Sucre,  pas  au-dessus  du 
type  koUaniaix  No.  16)  (pounds): 

Mexico  

Cuba  

Brazil  

Other  South  Anierica  

Hawaiian  Islands  


Tobacco,  leaf  (  /abaco  tn  rama;  Ta- 
biu-û  em  folha;  Takoc,  on  femUet) 
(pounds): 

Mexico  

Cuba  


S109, 6S4 
24. 460 
53. 117 
5,  8S0 


Ï.06S 


1B97. 


Quantities.  Values 


$159,672 


«79.  «7 
a.  343. 967 


65,600 

3. 197 
633, 360 
166,960 


to^  60a,  899 


13. 12S 
30, 420, 235 


5.633 


40, 266 
Si.  437 
348.  S38 


30,  809 
I,  260 
254,306 
74. 9M 


IOIH33I 


381 
637. 037 


195.  577 
599. 334 
4.715.455 


52,  286 
5.  222 
1,285,614 
88,  aça 


10, 161,  «43 


4. 786, 443  I  102,  166 
35.319.3S7  1.172,  7^>9 


40,  4S0 


50, 87a 
33.269 


1.245 


».4S7 


24. 436 
77. 563 
8ti,307 


22.  5*5 

I.  562 
614, 669 

33,450 


tos,  994 


?ft2 


1.425.362   

77,  42S.  8S4    2,  257, 117 


5i.f)03 
47.944 


20,  364 
17.975 


65, 038 
13.409 


25. 779 
5. 181 
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Imports  and  Exports,  August,  jS<^j — Concmued. 
IMPORTS  OF  MERCFIANDISE  BY  THE  UNITED  STATES— Continued. 


ATTICICI  aiUl  CODmtlCB. 

Auguat 

1896. 

Quastitlet. 

Values. 

Quantitíok 

Values. 

Wood,  mahogany  (Madera,  caoba; 
Mogno;  Acajou)  (M  feet)- 

689 
1.396 

$lO, 273 
72,920 

Mexi  CO ......................... 

8ao 

$38,  221 

Wool  {Lana;  Là;  Latne)  (pounds); 
South  America — 

3 

113 

600 

17»  740 

191, 382 

18,  316 

EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE. 


Agricultural  inipleinents(/«r/riM««if- 

tos  de  agricultura  ;  Instrumentos 
de  agricultura  ;  Machines  a^ri^ 

coles): 

Central  America  

Mexico  

Santo  Domingo  , 

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Argentina  

Brazil   

C<  iliniibia  ,  

Other  South  .-America  


Books,  mn|)S,  cnernvings,  etc.  f//- 
bros,  fJií!/as ,  ^>\i/)aJi>s,eíc. ;  Lit  ros, 
mappas,  gravuras,  etc.;  Livres, 
caries  deg(íograpkietgravurtt,ett.)-. 

Central  America.  

Mtxicii   , 

Santo  Duniingo...  , 

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Argentina  

Brazil      ...   , 

Colombia  

Other  South  America  


Breadstaffs: 
Coro  {Mai*;  ííiiho;  Matt)  (bush- 
els): 

Central  America  , 

Mexico  ,  , 

Santo  Domingo. ...  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

South  Amenca  


6,821 
1,072,  437 

99 

101.935 


$2,  i3S 
77.924 

153 
93 
f)8S 

69,  S30 
I.  507 
435 
8. 133 


2.  284 
6,951 
103 

73,  «61 

1.937 

I.  371 

5. 959 
1,899 


3.  130 
426,077 

35, 139 


5.  f>97 
13,851 


-35 


&S2  1 


118,  715 

7.  C»99 
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imports  and  Exports,  August,  — Continued. 
EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE— Continued. 


Attldei  end  Oenitttie*» 


Breadsttiffs — Continued. 
Wheat  (  Trigoi  Trig9s  (bush- 
els): 

Central  America  

Mexico  

South  America  


Wheat  flour  {Harina  <U  triga;  Fa^ 
rinha  de  trigo:  Farine  de  W) 

(bushetsl: 
Central  America. 

Mexico  ,  

Santi)  Domingo  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Brazil  

Colombia  , 

Other  South  America  


August. 


1896. 


Quantities.       Value».  Quantities, 


Carriatfes,  cars,  and  parts  of  (Cb- 
mtages,  carrot  y  sus  accesorÍ«t¡ 
Carruagens,  KOrrêt  y  partes  de 
tarros;  VaUitres^  wagons  et  leurs 

parties)  : 

Central  America  

Mexirn  

Santo  JJuiuingo  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  ,  

Argrentina  

V,xxú\  

Colombia  

Other  South  America  


Cycles  and  parts  of  {BiHchs  y  sus 
accesorios;  Bicyclos  e  accessories  ; 
Bicytkties  et  leurs  parties): 

Central  America  

Mexico   .  , 

S.into  Duuiingo  

Cuba   ......*....... 

Puerto  Rico  

Argentina  

Brazil  .   

Colombia  

Other  South  America.  


Clocks  and  watches  {Relojes  de  pared  i 
y  dl-  holsiil";  Ri  !,\i>i  de  parede  e  de 
bolso;  Fenduà-s  et  montres): 

Central  America  

Mexico  

Argentina  

Bra/il 


7.4" 
337 


3,6ot 

Ï.715 
8.551 
18.  386 
67,169 
t6, 231 
36,589 


$5.326 

«95 


So,3S3 

9. 471 

6.  6S5 

31.842 
65. 731 
259.815 
63,  884 

131, 9«8 


Other  South  America  ¡. 


14. 736 

8,006 
1.558 

1.39S 
37.  243 
5,966 

1,766 
6,053 


4.  «49 

8,914 

29 
18 
8S9 

7. 991 
2, 910 

4.244 
7.007 


1,084 

1.3S5 
8.41Ü 
tl.  054 
3,807 


a.  451 

280, 076 


15, Sio 
2,  685 
1,891 

20,  815 

8.387 
34.420 
It.  402 
35.9«o 


Value 


$a»oo3 

232, 231 


73.  275 
".497 

10,  015 

93,  21  í 
39.  8<>2 

161, 718 
46. 108 
149»  7" 


8.170 

43.866 
321 
"4 

525 
15.436 
7.660 
898 
3.632 


73a 
6^272 

7» 
2,202 

280 

5.031 


2.595 
1.033 


>49 
».9«3 

977 
3.547 
3.877 
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Article»  aud  Countñes. 


Coal    {Carbén;   Carvão;  Ckarhmí^ 

(tons)  : 
Central  America  

Mexico  

Santo  Domingo..  

(^iha  

Puerto  Rico. .  •  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Other  Soutii  America  


Augoat. 


1896. 


QuaoUtiep. 


Cotton,  unroanuiactured  {Aigadàn  »<> 
manmfaeturado  i  Atgodàt  não  »ia- 
nufacturaJo ;  Còtm Hcnmúnu/a€. 
ture)  (pounds): 
Mexico  


Cotton  cloths  (  Tejidos  de  algodón; 

Fazcndoí  d»  ,i!^>'ião;  Cttm,  ma- 

nu/acturé)  (>  ards)  : 

Central  America.  , 

Mexico  ,. . . . 

Santo  Domingo  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Argentina   

Brazil   

Colombia  

Other  South  America  


Weann;^^  appaicl  ^cuiion)  \K0pa  de 
algodón;  Koupa  dc  aifftdOû;  Vítt' 
mtnts  de  coton)  : 

Central  America  

Mcxiro  

Santo  Oníiiiiigo  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Argentina  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Odier  South  America  


fruits  and  nuts  {Fruías  y  nueces; 
Frutas  e  nozes;  Fruits €t  noisttUs): 

Central  America  

Mexico  

Santo  Domingo  

Cuba  ...  

Puerto  Rico  

Argentina.  

Rrazil  i 

Colombia  | 

Other  South  America  | 


Vaincs. 


1.096 

$3.645 

9.613 

34.  «95 

167 

1,329 

«5.415 

68,694 

II 

33 

90 

90s 

ijHanUtlet. 


Value*. 


1, 2S1 

24.  998 


16,384 


778,9*6 


1, 050, 684 

435.090 
266,131  , 

68,  «93  I 

21,  422 
292,  014 
1, 006,  340 

669,  113 
I,  986,  163 


59.400 


56.730 

32. 

12,022 
4.032 
I,  S41 
34. 161 
73. 92S 
36, 693 
98,845 


t8, 345 

24,  289 
i,33ï 
5.997 

S43 

2.  210 

7.  S  79 

3.  467 
3.  894 


3.843  I- 
460  I, 

35  • 
2,649  |< 
229  j. 

54  ¡. 
30 
4S7  :. 
2.  |. 


30 


80,800 


854,  834 
587.265  i 
190,  610 
II,  570 

e,  125 
236,  34.3 
858.  758 

645.  561 
611,672 


$6.  370 
73.  982 


38, 779 


131 


7.04a 


41.484 
39.  8S6 
7.727 
1.099 

327 
22,  605 

59.  9^'5 
33.  201 
38.  371 


20.  678 

23.  807 
a,  1Õ6 
789 

35 
2,  628 
4.910 
7,536 
1.973 


3.  301 
4. 100 
3<^ 
I.415 
87 
747 
283 

1,38a 
2.547 
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imports  and  Exports,  August,  iSçi — Continued. 
EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE— Continued. 


Augwit. 


AitideB  and  CoantrieB. 


Hides  and  skins  {Ciuros  y  pieles; 
Couros  e  peUet/  Cmr»  et  /eàitx) 
(poundc)  : 

Central  America  

Mexico  


Hops  (Lúpulos;  Lupiuios;  JloubUn) . 

Central  America  

Mexico  

Santo  Domingo  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico.  

South  America  


Electric  and  scientific  apparatus 
(A /Hj raios  eUttriios  y  cientij^ûs; 
Appiirelhos  eieeirùût  «  sHentificos; 
ApparHU  ¿Uctrifuts  et  sàenti- 

^MÎS)\ 

Centrât  America  

Mexico  , 

Argcniina   —  ...... 

Brazil  

Other  South  America  


Iron  and  Steel,  Manuiacturca  oí: 
Builders'  hardware,  and  saws  and 

tool  s  (  J/,?/i-r/u'/i'/  Je  nii'td!  para 
£ûnstrui(iM,  surrai  y  herra- 
mientas;  Ferra  gens,  serras  e 
ferramentas;  Álatfyiaux  de 
eonstruction  en  fer  et  acier,  tríes 
et  outil'  ) — 

Central  America.  

Mexico  

Snnto  Domingo  

Cuba  , 

Puerto  Rico  

Argentina  , 

Brazil  , 

Coloinbia  

Other  South  America  


Sewing  machines  and  parts  oí  {Mã- 
(¡itinas  de  coser  y  aeeeaorUs; 
Machinas  d*  coser  e  aetetsorios; 
Machines  à  coudre  tt  kurs  par- 
ties)— 

Central  America  *»..«.., 

Mexico  , 

S.tiito  Domingo  , 

Cuba  ,  

Puerto  Rico  , 

Argcniina  

Brasil  

Colombia  , 

Olhei  buuth  America  


59« 
531 
800 


250 
382 


45 
43 
64 


19 

37 


4,333 

12,  652 

2,  743 
9.  502 
48. 314 


II,  669 
46, 710 

446 
7.  666 
I.  9<>2 
18.  846 

25.  703 
^.  T~  \ 
20,  506 


8.28s 
9.578 

151 

iS 

^4 
23' 4^ 

10,694 
8.  54i 


1 

«897. 

^  Quantities.  . 

Values. 

Quantities. 

Values. 

1 

4,  626 
78,468 

$4.52S 
7.Î30 

1. 410 
151. 250 


747 
180 


S195 
15. 131 


98 


3.160 

20,  245 

23.  247 
5,o.j2 

12. 375 


6,711 

55.467 
1.403 

9.  173 

667 
6,636 
iq,  05S 

10,  09^ 


4.057 
15,2*7 

66 

I,  SS6 
73 

16,629 

11.234 

II,  (<S3 

3.273 
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Imports  and  Exports,  August,  iSçj — Continued. 

EXP(iRTS  l)F  DOMESTIC  MERCH  AN  DISE— Continued. 


Article*  and  Countries. 


Iron  and  Steel,  Hanufactures  of— C't'd. 
Typewriting  machines  and  parts 
of  (  M(Í4¡  uinas  dc-  escribiryacceso- 
n.<:  :  Machinas  tie  in  rii^tr  ,u  - 
cissûrtM,'  MachitKS  à  ¿trin  et 
leurs  parties) — 

Central  America  

Mexico  

Santo  Dotntogo  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Argentina  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Other  South  America  


Leather,  other  than  sole  {Ciuro,  <iis- 
tinto  dfl  de  suela;  Couro  não  para 
solas;  Cuirs,  autres  qui poursemt» 
/iSr/)  (pounds): 
Central  America  


Mexico    

Santo  Durningo  , 

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Argentina  

Brazil  .., 

Colombia  

Other  South  America. 


Boots  and  shoes  {fiatutdoj  GUçaáts; 
Chaussures)  ; 

Mexico  

Central  America;  

Colombia  

Other  South  America..  


Naval  stores,  rosin,  ana  tar  (ÁVsina  y 
aiguitrans  Itesina  e  aUatrHo;  IÙ- 
nne  et  goudroii)  ; 

Ccniral  America.  , 

Mexico  , 

Santo  Domingo.  , 

Ctiba  

I'ucrto  Rico  

Argentina  , 

Brazil  , 

Colombia  , 

Other  South  America  , 


August. 


l89«. 


Quantities. 


Valuta.  Quantities. 


$592 


70a 

200 
1,  l6o 
212 

86 
523 


297 

I.  839 

80 

54 
989 


1.443 

93 
317 

341 
147 


a.  037 
834 
3.285 


3.0S5 
12,  III 

3.9»5 
X.343 


3.  257 

277 
846 

638 

279 


Turpentine,    spirif;   of  (  ti^'Uitmis; 
A.;ua-raz;  i èrt'henthitK)  (gallons): 

Central  America  

Mexico  

Santo  Domingo  

Cula  

Puerto  Rico  ,  .......... 

Argentina  


25,  222 

aoi 
S.945 


1.257 
663 
30 

2. 

1.330 
18,600 


44,  Si  I  i 

405 
6,719 


41X) 

20S 
10 

959 
407 
'98 


455 
78 
236 

560 
10 
S.  120 
S.  41Ç 

454 
a,  to8 


Values. 


633 
i8(t 
89 

5.9-3 
390  . 

21,  320  I 


$136 
1.462 


257 


2,2M 
«5 

35 
683 


4SI 

647 


2x0 


572 
1, 761 

951 
743 


9. 655 
10, 113 
4,Si7 
1. 955 


1.329 
256 

542 
I,  x6i 

t6 

15.  135 
15.  5<jS 
941 
4.509 


235 

53 

31 

I,  7*-» 
123 

6.933 
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Ariiclcs  and  Couotrica. 


Tu  rp  L  ¡U  i  n  cContinued. 

Rr.izil  

Colombia  

Other  South  America. . 


Oils,  mineral,  crude  {Aeeitet,  miutrai, 
ettuh;  Oteos,  minería,  crûs;  Hui- 
hs  mineras,  ¿mifftirXgallons)  : 

Mexico  

Cuba  '.  


Oils,  mineral,  reñned.  or  manufac- 
tured. {^Acfilcs,  uiineraks,  rffi. 
nados,  â  manufacturados  ;  Oleos, 

minerait  ^  >  (•///;<;</(  j  ó  niiiiin  f  ictu- 
rados;  JluiU-s,  mine'raUs,  rajjinées, 
ou  manu/aciurAs): 

Central  America  

Mexico  


S.I  tu  o  Domingo. . . . . . 

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Argentina  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Other  South  America 


Oils,  vegetable  (^müfj-  veçetales;  Okos 
vegetaes;  HuiUs  vé^^tales): 

Central  America  

Mexico  .........i.  

Santo  Domingo.  

Cuba    

Puerto  Rico  • . . . 

.\gi;niina  

Brazil  

Other  South  America  

ParaíBn  and  paraflin  wax  {Parafina 

y  cera  de  fnirajina  ;  Paraffina  e  ct'ra 
de  f^arafina  ;  Paraffine  et  cire  faite 
de  cette  .tm/'.vAi  wir)  (pOttllds).* 

Central  America.  

Mexico  

Hr.i7il   

Other  Si)Uth  .Arr.trica  

Pruvisioas,  comprÏMug  uital  aud  dairy 
products  : 
Beef,  canned  {Carne  de  vaca  en 
¡atas;  Carne  de  vaeea  em  kttas; 
H.ruf  en  n>/w/Ttfr)  (pounds)— 

Central  America.  

Mexico  

Santo  Domingo  

Cuba  

F'ucrto  Rico  

Argentina  , 


August. 


1896. 


Quantities. 


10,  51 1 
1.288 


050. 494 
300, 000 


134.  577 
134.  274 
10,  S36 
36.  205 
15.  310 
365.  625 
I,  Su.  122 

58.943 
600,401 


43" 
62,  905 
4,010 


<j  1.1 
112,571 
13.30* 


ir,  000 
485. 490 
21, 033 
1. 705 


2â,  318 
10,897 


Value». 


4.41Í'  . 
193  I 


1897. 


Qnatitltles. 


$3. 334 
372 
3.  ¿68 


31.927 
«5,905 


9. 894 
It  051 


1,063, 112 
337. 856 


14.  ?î8 
25.046 
1.46S 
3.023  i 
S.0Q4  I 

45. 563 
158. 779 
6.440 
57. 5*6 


114 
Í3. 490 
1,048 


Values. 


64. 2Sg 
163,265 
2.  734  j 
1.431 

50. 570 

I.  or.;,  9»») 

1,607,  946 
59>  165 
576. 174 


918 

43.149 
5.901 

I.  300 


2,  -36  ~ 
31. 127  1 
4>  118  • 


1.265 

51.273 
23. 673 


643 
36.626  I 

1, 146 


385. 452 

3».  395 
5.754 


3. 635 
t.  095 


32.; 
14 


lâ,  SÒ9 
9.77a 
144 
2.404 


$3.  342 
418 
331 


43.  303 
18.940 


7.654 
16, 505 

5.  547 

'i3-  7i5 
119.906 

5.570 
51.497 


355 
8,858 

2,005 

375 


4^7 
14. 521 
7.  785 


13.  789 

I.t)25 
249 


2. 03S 
1, 166 

12 
1S4 


480 


50 
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Imports  and  Exports,  August,  iS^ — Continued. 

EXPORTS  OF  DOMEiiTIC  MERCHAN  DISE— Continued. 


Artidcs  and  Cottntrles. 


Pro\'isions,  etc. — Continued. 
Btc'f,  canned — Continued. 

Brazil  

Colombia  

Other  South  America. . . . 


AngutL 


1896. 


Qnantitie». 


35*300 

7.  1S6 
9,728 


Beef,  salted  or  pickled,  etc.  {Came 
de  vaca,  salada  ó  m  salmuera,  ¡ 
etc.  i  Carne  de  vocea ^  salgada  ou  i 
em  sahnourai  Btntf  salé  ou  en  I 
saumure) —  ' 

Central  America  , 

Mexico  , 

Santo  Domingo  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  , 

Brazil   

Colombia   . , 

Other  South  .America  


Value*. 


51,  yot» 

100  ; 
3,600 
9,200 

I.9Q0 


•  «  •  •  «  I 


Ta)  low  (^^y  Sebo;  .Sufi/Xpounds) — 
Central  America  

Mexico  

Santo  Domingo...;  

Cuba  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Other  South  America  

Baco  11  {T<  :  ¡>!o;   TmàHko;  Lard 

fu  mi' y— 

Central  America  

Mexico  

Santo  Dorrïingo  

Cuba  ,., 

Puerto  Rico  

Braifl  

ColomMa  

Other  boutli  America  


15. 300 
547i28o 


270.507  I 
188,410  I 

65. 622 

«35. 374 


Hams  (Jamones;  Presunto;  Jam- 
bons) (poundsí — 

Central  America  , 

Mexico  , 

Santo  Domingo  , 

Cuba  , 

Puerto  Rico..............  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Other  South  America  , 


1.  <)V¿ 

SX,  146 


17. 3a<i 

2.  44(> 
610,  244 
22,  260 
I.  951,  340 
2.  938 
11,139 


35.  549 

25.949  ^ 
3,  481 

333.  712  ; 
111.331 


Pork  {Came  de  />it,ri,\-  Came  de 
porco;  Porc)  (pounds) — 

Central  America.  

Santo  Domingo  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Brasil  


18, 976 
80,063 


74.900  I 

6,  41X5  I 

36S,  Soo 
600  i 


$3,086 

544 
706 


3.  229 

5 

178 

96 

57 


105 
683 


1.176 
1,063 

136 

29, 722 
1, 132 

107,  534 
139 

697 


2.  810 

3.04Û 
410 

30. 032 
10,  Oil 


1897- 


Qnantltlca. 


673 

33,  711 

II, 146  : 
6.285  ' 
2,577  ' 
4,  740  ¡ 


I 


1.379 
9.037 


3.131 

275 

17.  326 
25 


7.  500 

10,  (nfi 
9,  ¿96 


66,  030 
200 
5.  700 
2g,  900 
3.  Sod 
2,  aoo 
81, 050 
341*944 

184,314 
74.  434 
59,006 
32,  500 
62,  683 
59,900 
34*975 


20,747 

5.  373 
2, 

760.945 
7,040 

326.  389 
3.  573 
21.923 


21.  716  j 
12.  839 

3.933  I 
285, 122 

40,153 

550 
10, 1 01 

61,543 


126,  670 

7.  800 
43.  000 
3f)S,  200 
1,400 


Valaet 


$700 

a  10 


3.  261 

18 

265 

1.387 
176 
t02 
966 
16,431 

7.  781 
2,478 

2.439 
1, 160 
2.831 
2,  266 
1,384 


1.543 

508 

175 
48, 482 

495 
76.  543 
243 
1,709 


2,  222 

1.454 
470 

29,130 
3.614 

69 

1.033 
7.053 


6.015 

393 
43.  ooo 

15.995 
83 
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Imports  and  Exports  »  August,  í8yi — Continued. 
EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE— Continued. 


Attgutt. 

189& 

1897, 

gntntiUe*. 

Qnantitiea. 

Valius. 

Provisions,  etc. — Continued. 

Pork — Continued. 

13. 700 

$626 

16. ICO 

S843 

356,800 

14*156 

447.900 

30.4^5 

Lard  {Ma)it,  -a;  BMka¡  SaitidMiX) 

(pounds) — 

"5.  57« 

6, 105 

140^074 

7.*74 

409.  419 

17.  992 

356. 741 

17. 146 

J*  /  J 

I.  270 

2,  21 1 

1.993.  907 

88.  667 

1,934. 106 

95. 163 

499.  872 

23,  508 

279.^90 

16,058 

35. 251 

1.675 

1.674 

114 

I,  243.  260 

74. 575 

1,495.981 

St, S21 

'296.  0S8 

14.  370 

I6Ô,  763 

9. 433 

(.346,953 

66,a5l 

«68,794 

50-384 

Oleo  and  oleomargarine  (Grasa  y 

.  ic  mari^artna;  UUo  e  oUomarga- 

rina;    OL'û  it  aUomargarine) 

(pounds) — 

46 

^        -       1  » 

400 

1,334 

132 

15.  840 

1. 195 

8,  280 

775 

34.700 

2,807 

38,691 

4. 165 

Butter  {Afantfi/uilla;  M0nieiga! 

Bturre)  (pounas) — 

9  ft  ^Vn^ 

t«t797 

3»  3*3 

0311 

3.4'»4 

%  #        *  . 

10,  100 

2,074 

17.  732 

2,  S41 

5.  S^S 

724 

5-  265 

676 

3.  740 

573 

991 

120 

1  c 

A.  620 

Koa 
yfi 

Rraxil 

s6, 310 

J.  J  J  J 

9t,  413 

8,  094 

1 ,  030 

I  ?  JOG 

2.  .iu6 

a.  821 

7.  078 

Cheese  {Queso;  Qutijo¡  pr0iH4fge) 

(pounds) — 

I  AAQ 

1 1  276 

1  Xl2 

12, 843 

1.435 

9.419 

1.047 

».  555 

137 

I.  930 

913 

4.^7» 

823 

15.245 

I.  709 

3.  253 

3S3 

Ik.i/i!  ,  

6.  946 

877 

7.  737 

S96 

10,  832 

I.  «4$ 

16, 059 

1.864 

Sugar,  refined  {AtíUar  refinado; 

A i^u'^r  refinado;  Stêtre  rajfi* 

tu' }  (pounds)— 

192.  1S9 

9.254 

82,  263 

4.  733 

43.  394 

a»38» 

55.  i>79 

2.  S33 

2.  379 

105 

I.  113 

49 

154.  619 

7.  555 

65,859 

3.395 

158 

8 
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August. 


Article»  aud  Couutric*. 


Tobacco,unnianuiactured  (  Tabaco  m> 
manu  facturado:  Tabac»  Hã«  ma- 
nufactura !  :  Tt^ic  nm  mattu- 
fa£(ur¿)  (pounds) — 

Central  America.  

Mexico  

Ar;rentina  

(  <)l(>trilM.i  

Other  Sdulh  AtiKrir.i  


Qoantitic*. 


26,  aSo 
63.945 


810 
S6,  671 


Values. 


$3.  434 
5.9^7 


Tobacco,  manufuctuicsut  \.\íanujac- 
turas  de  taluu  o  ;  Manu  fadura*  de 
tabaco;  Tabac  ftbriquéy. 

Central  America  

Mexico  

Cuba  

Argentina  

Kra/i!  

Culombia  

Other  South  America  


126 
6.335 


6.454 
463 
41Ô 

«.340 

60 


Wood,  unmanuf:irtur<  d  \.M^;>i,:ra,  nc 
manufacturada;  Madeira,  hûû 
manufacturada;  Boùirut): 

Central  America  

Mexico  ~ 

Cuba  

Argentina...............  ....... 

Brazil   

CoEnl1l!i|.l  

Other  ^uutti  Anictica  


Lumber,  {Maderas;  Madeiras;  Bois 
de  emstruction)  : 

Central  America  , 

Mexico  , 

Santo  Domingo.  , 

Cuba  , 

Puerio  Rico  , 

Argentina  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Other  South  America  


Turnit\nciÁ/ueb¿cs;  Mtfbiiia;  Mcuhics)  ; 

Central  America  

Mexico  

?:iiito  Domingo  ^  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

A  rgentina.  

Brazil  , 

Colombia  , 

Other  South  America  


'.313 
2,021 

94 
Í.175 
756 

12.  869 

8,  108 
230 
4.074 


4.319 


18,  16S 
43.  549 

1.449 
12. 146 


1.477 


Wool,  raw  {Lema  ertuh;  La  cnia; 
Lcnnes  àruier)  : 
Mexico  


12. 301 

25.  SqS 

I  ,  4  ■^0 
10,027 
II.  326 

173.  loi 
94. 357 

2,  987 

56,404 

9.393 
13.936 

1,480 

3.  205 
15. 749 

4.045 
3.5IÍ 
7,224 


Quantities, 


19.  620 
S7.  3<^^ 
I?.  365 
S.  Í2!; 

96.  581 


550 
10.  063 
150 
3,  620 

668 

2,435 
3.  069 

536 

3.79» 


465.936  41.014 
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URUGUAY, 

PRESIDENT  CUESTAS. 

Señor  Don  Juan  L.indolfo  Cuestas,  who  bus  ^ucLxctled  to 
the  Presidency  of  Uruguay,  on  account  of  the  untimely  d<:ath  of 
President  lui  arte  Borda,  was  born  in  the  city  of  Paysandu 
in  July,  1835,  of  Argentine  parentage.  Señor  Cuestas  has  been 
in  public  life  for  many  years^  and  has  held  many  offices  of  great 
dignity  and  responsibility  in  the  service  of  his  country.  His 
elevation  to  the  Presidency  has  received  the  unanimous  indorse* 
ment  and  approval  of  the  press  and  leading' men  of  Uruguay. 

NEW  MINISTRY, 

The  ministry  of  Uruguay,  as  at  present  constituted,  isas  follows: 
Minister  of  Govemment,  Don  Eduardo  MacEachen. 
Minister  of  Finance,  Dr.  Juan  Campisteoui. 

Minister  of  Fomento,  Don  Jacobo  Varela. 

Minister  of  War  and  Marine,  Lieut.  Gen.  L.  V..  Perez. 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  Dr.  Mariano  Ferreira. 

TRADE  WITH  UNITED  STATES. 

Consid  (  Jt^nt^ral  Murguiondo  furnishes  the  Bureau  with  the  fol- 
lowing; statistics  of  the  trade  of  Uruguay  with  the  United  States 
during  the  ñrst  six  months  of  the  calendar  year  1897,  compared 
with  the  same  period  in  1896  : 


Year. 

Kxporu. 

Imports. 

•725f854-  71 
sa^i  018.34 

$1. 034.  787 
3,6x1,263 

These  figures  show  a  decrease  in  exports  in  1897  of  $196,- 
83647,  while  the  imports  for  1897  show  an  increase  of  $2,576476. 

The  value  of  the  exports  from  New  York  shows  a  decrease  of 
$266,189;  from  southern  and  extreme  eastem  points  they  held 
their  own. 

The  imports  were  divided  as  follows: 

New  York  $3,428,219 

PhiladelphiA   so^TO? 

F^oston   ISO.  939 

Baltimore   11. 4(4 
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Official  data  show  the  total  imports  and  exports  of  Uruguay  for 
the  first  half  year  of  1897  to  have  been  as  below: 

IMPORTS. 

First  quarter  Sj ,  nfift,  95S.  9S 

Second  quaner   4>  3041 34^'  3o 

Total   9»  371,905.38 

EXPORTS. 

First  quarter   $9,038,  232.94 

Second  quarter   8, 489, 711. 19 

Total   17, 587. 944' 13 


MEAT  PRODUCTS. 

Consul  Edoar  Schramm  transmits  to  the  Department  of  State, 
from  Montevideo,  under  date  of  August  27,  1897,  an  interesting 
Statement  of  the  production  and  export  of  meat  products  in  the 
Republic  of  Uruguay. 

From  this  report  it  is  learned  that  the  principal  nuat  product, 
jerked  beef,  or  tasajo,  as  it  is  locally  called,  is  exported  entirely  to 
Brazil,  Cuba,  and  some  ot  the  West  Indies.  P'or  the  production 
of  this  article,  which  constitutes  the  chiet  staple  ot  tood,  so  tar  as 
meat  is  concerned,  in  Brazil,  there  were  slaughtered  in  Uruguay 
during  the  past  year  869,500  head  of  cattle,  of  which  402,600 
were  slaughtered  in  Montevideo. 

Next  in  importance  in  the  cattle  product  exported  is  the  Liebig 
Extract,  for  which  the  yearl}  slaughtering  amounts  to  over  200,000 
head.  A  large  stock  company  with  a  capital  ot  ^500,000  carries 
on  this  manufacture,  with  headquarters  at  Fray  Bentos.  So  pro^ 
îtable  is  this  business  that  the  balance  sheet  of  the  company  for 
the  year  i8()6-i;y  shovv^  the  handsoine  sum  ot  £\  13.280  13  s.  4  d. 
There  has  been  started  in  opposition  to  this  enterprise  a  native 
meat  product  which  claims  to  preserve  in  the  process  of  extraction 
a  larger  proportion  of  the  nutritive  qualities  of  the  meat;  it  has 
had  great  success  in  the  markets  of  Italy,  Spain,  England,  United 
States^  Argentina,  and  other  countries.  It  is  claimed  that  ndwhere 
else  in  the  world  can  these  beef  extracts  be  manufactured  so  cheaply 
and  satis&ctorily  as  in  Uruguay,  where  the  cheapness  and  abun- 
dance of  the  raw  material  facilitates  all  eâforts  in  this  industry. 
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Fourth  and  last  in  the  list  ot  meat  products  Ci^nsul  Schramm 
places  preserved  meats  shipped  to  foreign  countries,  consisting 
principally  of  canned  ton<iiies  of  the  cattle  slaughtered;  also 
mutton  and  some  other  kinds  of  canned  meat  prepared  according 
to  the  **Apper"  process,  which  yields  a  product  something  like  our 
corned  beef  Of  such  products  the  amount  shipped  during  the 
year  amounted  to  i ,  1 3 5,  ^08  kilos.  H  og  products  are  not  exported 
at  all,  as  hardly  enough  is  raised  for  home  consumption. 


VENEZUELA, 

CHEMICAL  TESTS  TO  WHICH  LARD  AND  BUTTER  MUST  BE 

SUBJECTED, 

On  account  of  impurities  and  deleterious  substances  found, 
upon  mvestigation,  to  be  contained  in  lard  and  butter  imported 
into  Venezuela,  the  Government  has  found  it  necessary  to  submit 
all  such  importations  arriving  at  the  custom-houses  of  that  coun- 
try to  a  chemical  analysis  to  establish  their  purity. 

The  following  statement  from  the  Director  of  the  National 
Laboratory  shows  the  chemical  properties  which  American  pork 
lard,  and  butter  must  possess  to  be  considered  pure,  according  to 
the  Venezuelan  tariif  law: 

1.  Absorption  of  iodine  (index  of  HiibI)  referred  to  the  toral  acid  greases: 
From  52  to  69  per  cent;  or  rather  rct'crrcd  to  the  neutral  matter,  tor  which  it 
will  suffice  to  muUinlv  the  former  numbers  bv  o.q^í;. 

2.  Iruiex  of  sapuîuncaiiun  ( K.ottstorter)  in  nmligranis  of  potash  (K.O.H): 
From  190.7  to  205.7;  or  the  equivalent,  from  294.14  to  272.64. 

3.  Index  of  Reichm-Mcissl'Wolny  (R.  M.  W.):  From  0.4  to  0.6. 

4.  Point  of  turbidity:  From  24^.1  to  28^7. 

5.  Reaction  of  Beocht-Miltisn  and  reaction  of  Welmans:  Negatives. 

6.  Sulji^uric  saponification  (Index  of  Maumeni): 

Absolute  :  From  t$^.oi  to  35*.Oi. 
Relative  :  From  6ç^,B  to  93®. 

7.  Saturation  of  1  gram  of  acid  greases  in  cubic  centimeters  of  normal  soda 

(Na.O.H):  From  3.58  to  3.68. 

8.  Point  of  fusion  of  the  acid  greases:  From  37^.5  to  45°.8. 

9.  Point  of  solidification  of  above:  From  34°  to  42  . 

10.  Pomt  of  fusion  of  neutral  matter:  From  28  '  to  35  .6. 
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11.  Point  of  solidification  of  above:  From  24^  to  32^.6. 

12.  Nitrous  vapors  (Carllctct):  solid  mass. 

13.  Density  to  +75^  taken  with  Mohr  balance:  From  0.913  to  0.Ç16, 

• 

For  butter  the  reactions  are: 

1.  index  of  Kottstortcr  :  In  milligrams  of  potash  (K.O.H.)  :  220  to  243.9 
or  the  equivalent:  255  to  250. 

2.  Index  of  R.  M.  W.:  26  to  32. 

3.  Index  of  Hiibl  :  26  to  35.5. 

4.  Index  of  Hehuer:  85  to  89. 

5.  Point  of  solidification  of  acid  greases  :  38^  to  40°. 

By  a  recent  enactment  of  the  Venezuelan  Congress  all  lard 
mixtures  and  oleomargarine  which  were  formerly  in  class  3  with 
pure  lard  have  been  placed  in  class  4  of  the  tariff;  pure  lard  is 
retained  in  class  3.  The  duty  applicable  to  class  3,  according  to 
the  tariff!  is  23  céntimos  per  kilogram,  while  that  of  class  4  is  75 
céntimos. 

COMMERCE  OF  THE  CONSULAR  DISTRICT  OF  CARACAS  FOR 

THE  YEAR  1896. 

[^tracts  from  au  official  report.] 
MACHINBay. 

There  arc  few  manufactories  in  the  country,  and  the  demand  for  machinery 
is  confined  to  such  as  is  re(juired  for  mining  plants  or  railway  supplies.  Other 
articles,  such  as  agricultural  implements,  are  obtained  cheaper  and  quicker  from 
the  United  States. 

MINING. 

(^nc  gold-mining  plant  has  been  kttclv  established  under  the  management  of 
Eiigli-h  ens'incers.  The  capital  \-  iieini;  subscribed  in  London  and  Pari?.  The 
company  is  itylcU  lhe  "  Guarico  Gold-mining  Company,  Liiniicd,"  alter  the 
district  in  which  the  mine  is  situated. 

KAILWAYS. 

The  Government  has  canceled  its  obligations  with  the  different  companies  for 
the  seven  per  cent  guaranty  on  the  invested  capital,  by  bonds  of  the  new  debt  of 
^0,000,000  bohvars,  which  bear  interest  at  five  per  cent  per  annum.  It  has, 
moreover,  bought  the  stock  of  the  '*  Guanta  Company,  Limited,"  wharves, 
stores,  railway,  and  the  coal  mines  of  Nartcual,  for  the  sum  of  1 , 500,000  franc* 
in  bonds  of  the  said  debt. 
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IMPORTS. 


I'hc  value  oi  the  imports  received  at  the  port  of  Puerto  Cabello  was  as 
follows  :  • 


Proni 


England  

(îcrmany   

United  Stales  oí  America. 
France  

^;vtin  

11  li.ind  

H<'1v.num   . 

Italy  

Colombia  


Value. 


£ 

«. 

d. 

190,  583 

0 

137. 470 

3 

<  1 

132, 360 

17 

0 

90, 1  go 

1 

0 

37.  ^^"^ 

3 

0 

1 7.  7'J2 

3 

0 

•  5.  758 

0 

0 

9.  726 

8 

0 

4.  063 

4 

0 

Total  I   635, 462    14  u 

Against  in  1895   736, 869    %  7 


EXfORTS. 

Exports  irom  Puerto  Cabello  were  : 


Article*. 


Quantity. 


Kitoi. 

Coffee   1  15.357.  4o« 

Cacao   376,444 

Hides   483.275 

Skins   47. 182 

Quina  , . . 7.  192 


Kiin. 

14.  225.  307 

3"^,  2S7 

8  •  3  '  442 

85.839 
14.008 


MARACAIHO. 

In  general,  the  past  year  (1896)  wa$  not  so  prosperous  as  189$,  owing  to  the 
steady  increase  of  competition  and  the  lower  prices  of  coffee;  there  \-  a  kind  of 
overtrading  and  too  large  stocks  of  merchandise.  On  the  other  hand,  much 
progress  and  facilities  in  transportation  have  been  made, 

KAlLaOADS. 

The  La  Ceiba  Railroad  has  been  continued  to  Motaran,  thus  opening  up  the 
rich  coffee  di^rricr,  (\î  Truiil!(\  Bocono,  and  Merida.  The  mules  formcrlv 
cmrlovcd  to  bnrigdoun  the  coffee  from  the  highhind>  to  Sabana  Je  Mcndo/n 
now  have  to  look  out  for  freight  from  more  remote  part»,  aá  the  railway  >avcs  a 
¿'rcat  part  of  the  distance. 

The  Tachira  Railroad  is  in  operation  from  Encontrados  to  La  Fría.  This 
railway  will  not  be  of  importance  until  Uraca  is  reached,  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountains;  then  it  will  offer  prompt  connection  with  the  Tachira  district  and 
the  State  of  Santander  (Republic  of  Colombia),  preventing  the  delays  on  the 
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route  on  the  river  Zulia  during  ilic  dry  season,  and  will  thus  regulate  consider- 
^>le  buãne»  transactions  with  those  most  important  ports,  tribucaries  to  Mara- 
calbo.  The  track  up  to  Uraca  will  be  finished  soon,  as  the  work  is  so  far  done 
dhat  only  the  rails  are  to  be  laid,  and  these  are  expected  to  arrive  shortly. 

MARACAtBO  CITY. 

\laracaibo  City  is  spreading  more  and  more.  Villages  along  the  lake  are 
incorporated  and  provided  with  telephone,  electric  light,  and  tramways.  A 
l«;ge  solid  quay  has  been  finished,  the  same  as  the  wharf,  for  such  ocean  steam- 
ers as  can  reach  Maracaibo  drawine  1  1!^'  feet.  The  former  expensive  and  dan- 
gerous loading  and  tinlnading  of  products  and  merchandise  is  thus  avoided,  as 
ail  js  unloaded  on  the  new  w  liart,  whence  it  will  go  dirertlv  to  the  new  <  usiom- 
house,  which  will  be  a  spacious  and  comfortable  building.  It  is  now  in  con- 
struction by  a  company  called  the  *'  Mucllo  dc  Maracaibo  "  under  contrac(  with 
tke  Government.  .After  a  certain  period,  about  twenty  years  from  now,  the 
wharf  and  buildings  will  become  the  proper c y  of  the  Venezuelan  Government. 

Only  one  English  flag  was  shown  in  1896  in  this  port  and  very  few  European 
vessels  came  here,  as  most  of  the  shipping  is  done  by  the  American  Red  D  Line 
of  steamships  with  a  movement  of  sixty^five  steamer  arrivals  and  sailings. 
Sailing  vessels  have  arrived,  as  may  be  seen  from  the  navigation  report.  They 
generally  take  wood  and  dividivi  for  home  freight,  mostly  dispatched  to  channel 
for  orders. 

The  inner  bar  "  Tablazo  "  has  a  little  more  depth  of  water,  a  new  channel 
having  been  discovered,  but  still  it  would  not  be  safe  for  vessels  to  load  over 

1 1^  feet  English. 

The  lake  navigation  becomes  every  year  of  greater  importance.  Small 

steamers  connect  the  railways  at  La  Ceiba  to  Matatan,  and  at  Encontrados  to 
La  Fria  or  Puerto  Villamizar,  the  latter  a  Colombian  harbor  on  the  river  Zulia. 

EXPOIIT  OF  COFFEE. 

The  export  if  cnWcc  ^hows  a  steady  increase,  as  more  and  more  coüee  trees 
arc  planted  ,in  the  interior. 


Year.  yuautily.  |    Value  labout  1. 


nns.  I 

2^.212  /,'l.74>.800 


IÍ95 


NEW  R.AILROAD  LAW, 

By  riic  t^Tins  ot  xhv  new  railroatl  law  ot  \  cnt 'zucla  the  Presi- 
dent is  authorized  to  make  contracts  tor  the  construction  and  opera- 
tion of  railroads  in  the  Republic.  He  ma}-  grant  concessions  for 
ninety-nine  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  the  railways, 
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with  all  their  roiling  stock,  oñices,  and  every  other  appurtenance, 
revert  to  the  Government. 

Article  2  authorizes  the  Government  to  grant  exclusive  right  for 
the  operation  and  construction  of  railroads  tor  forty  years. 

The  law  reserves  to  the  Government  the  i  i¿_lir  to  buy,  at  its 
option,  tlic  railroad  Imcb  and  their  cquipinciit  aitcr  thev  have  been 
in  actual  service  tor  a  period  ot  twenty-five  years,  rci  kijm  d  from 
the  date  ot  their  official  inauguration.  In  case  the  GovernnK  nt 
desires  to  take  this  action,  the  iiianageiiient  of  the  company  will 
be  served  with  six  months'  notice  of  its  intention  to  purchase  the 
road  either  by  appraisement,  paying  an  allowance  of  20  per  cent 
above  the  commercial  value  of  the  property,  or  by  paying  for  the 
property  the  value  represented  by  its  stock,  with  an  addition  of  lo 
per  cent,  the  amount  to  be  paid  at  the  time  of  transfer. 

According  to  Article  4,  the  railroads  shall  be  divided  into  pro- 
visory and  permanent  roads.  The  provisory  roads  shall  ha\  c  a 
width  between  the  rails  of  centimeters  and  a  minimum  curve 
of  30  meters.  The  permanent  lines  shall  have  a  width  between 
rails  of  1.07  meters  (3  feet,  6  inches)  and  a  minimum  radius  of 
curve  of  60  meters.  The  grade  of  either  line  shall  not  exc  (  t  d 
three  per  cent  unless  a  Special  system  of  construction  is  employed. 

By  Article  5,  in  order  to  encourage  the  construction  of  railroads 
in  cases  where  the  public  service  seems  to  demand  them,  the 
Government  is  authorized  to  contribute,  b)  pa)  ing  a  stipulated 
sum  as  each  section  of  20  kilometers  is  declared  ready  for  traffic. 
This  subsidy  is  limited  to  10,000  bolivars  per  kilometer  of  road 
constructed  on  level  groumi  ;  20,000  bolivars  on  swaiii[)y  or 
broken  ground,  and  30,000  l)olivars  on  mountainous  ground. 

By  Article  6  the  contractor  or  constructing  companv  which 
undertakes  the  work  is  required  to  make  a  deposit  of  from  50,000 
to  1 00,000  bolivars  in  gold,  or  its  equivalent  in  Venezuelan  pub- 
lic funds,  said  deposit  to  be  returned  to  the  contracting  parties 
after  the  completion  of  the  first  section  of  20  kilometers  of  the 
line.  The  law  requires  that  the  work  shall  be  begun  within  a 
stipulated  time,  after  the  approval  of  the  contract,  and  this  time 
can  not  exceed  twelve  months.  The  precise  time  for  the  termi- 
nation ot  the  work  and  the  opening  of  the  railroad  to  the  public 
service  must  also  be  duly  stipulated 
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The  party  applying  ibr  the  concession  must  present  to  the  Gov- 
ernment the  sur\  ey  and  general  profiles  ot  the  line  thrtc  months 
beiorc  conunencing  work,  so  as  to  be  submitted  ior  approval  to 
the  National  Congress.  This  period  shall  be  extended  only  in 
cases  wherein  unavoidable  delay  has  occurred. 

The  rates  of  freight  and  passenger  l&res  must  be  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  National  Government,  liable  to  be  lowered  when- 
ever the  proceeds  of  the  railroad  shall  exceed  1 2  per  cent  on  the 
value  of  the  capital  stock.  All  cases  of  contention  on  the  part  of 
the  company  shall  be  submitted  to  referees. 

Article  1 1  establishes  the  right  ot  condemnation  ot  all  ground 
needed  tor  railroad  stations.  olHces.  and  stores  on  both  sides  ot  the 
track,  tile  coinpanv  pa"S  !n^  tor  tlu^  same.  All  material,  machinery, 
and  implements  necessary  tor  the  construction  and  operation  ot  the 
road  and  buildings  will  be  admitted  tree  of  duty  upon  tlie  fulfill- 
ment of  the  usual  formalities.  All  new  lines  of  railway  shall  con- 
form in  gauge  to  those  with  which  they  connect.  The  narrowest 
gauge  that  shall  be  admitted  shall  be  one  meter  in  width  between 
àie  rails. 

The  general  offices  of  the  company  must  be  either  in  the  capital 

of  the  Republic  or  in  the  city  at  one  of  the  termini  of  the  line, 
but  it  must  always  have  an  authorized  representative  at  the 
national  capital.  Tliis  shall  not  interfere  to  prevent  them  from 
having  also  a  toreign  headquarters.  No  transie r  ot  the  property 
shall  be  made  without  the  approval  of  the  Government. 


TRADE  MISCELLANY. 

ARGËNT1NË  REPUBLIC. 

The  wheat  area  of  the  Province  of  Buenos  Ayres  is 
FioriiM*  oí  Boeoos  Ajtn.  ^^^^      j^^j.  ^j^^^  United  Kingdom  of  Great 

Britam.  The  developmenc  of  this  industry  in  what  is  known  as  the  *'  Queen 
Province  of  Argentina '*  has  been  oincching  remarkable.  In  i88i  the  wheat 
area  was  Z00,ooo  acres;  in  1895  it  had  increased  to  900,000  acres» since  which 
time  the  extension  of  this  cultivation  has  gone  on  with  unhaking  progress.  In 
addition  to  wheat,  an  immc-nsc  qvuuuity  ui  mui/c  is  raised,  nearly  2,000,000 
acres  being  covered  hy  this  product.  The  cattle  and  sheep  industries  are  like- 
wise of  great  magnitude — in  1895  there  were  7,205,000  cattle,  with  50,000,000 
sheep  and  1,080,000  horses. 
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BOLIVIA. 

The  Bolivian  Government  some  months  ago  put  a 
]f«w  Raiiwmf  Pi^iMts.  ^uginggfj  jnt^y  the         fyf  the  purpose  of 

determining  the  feasibitity  of  building  a  railway  from  Challapata  to  the  rich  min- 
eral district  of  Cdqutchaca.  A$  a  result  of  the  survey,  the  line  was  found  to 
be  100  kilometers  in  length,  and  the  cost  of  construction  estimated  at  about 
$3,000,000.    It  is  stated  that  the  Government  is  talcing  active  steps  looking  to 

the  early  building  of  this  important  line.     A  representative  of  the  house  of  W. 
R.  Gracf  Sc  Co.,  of  New  Y'ork,  is  at  present  in  Bolivia  with  the  object  of 
compleiing  negotiations  for  the  construction  of  the  short  railway  between  Desa- 
guar do  and  LaPa^. 

BRAZIL. 

The  DTopoMd  Mad«ir.  .nd   Reference  has  been  made  on  more  than  one  occasion  in 
iubom  RaUwar.  Bulletin  to  schemes  for  building  a  railroad  around  the 

rapids  of  the  Madeira  River  and  the  great  importance  of  these  undertakings. 
It  is  now  learned  that  Mr.  Adolfo  Ballivian  has  practically  completed  arrange- 
ments with  some  English  capitalists  for  carrying  out  this  work.  As  is  well 
known,  the  Madeira  River  is  one  of  the  most  important  tributaries  of  the 
Amazon,  its  head  waters  reaching  into  the  rich,  virgin  rubber  forests  of  Bolivia, 
which  of  late  arc  aiiraciinir  much  attention. 

in  a  report  to  the  Department  of  State,  Mr.  Frank  D. 
Hill,  consul  at  Santos,  Brazil,  says  the  Aincruati  iiurqac 
I'lrginia  was  compelled  to  pay  $300  for  dock  dues  at  that  port  recently  when 
she  applied  for  clearance  papers.  This  trouble,  and  unnecessary  expense  grew 
out  of  the  fact  that  her  charter  papers  contained  only  the  clause  exempting 
the  vessel  from  "  wharfage  dues."  Consul  Hill  advises  shipmasters  bound  for 
Santos  to  hereafter  have  inserted  in  their  charter  papers  the  clause  **  free  of 
wharfage  and  dock  dues.' 


n  Trp*  in  South  conceded  by  practical  printers  in  Brazil  that  the 

quality  of  American  type  is  superior  to  that  manufactured 

elsewhere,  and  would  be  more  eenerally  employed  were  it  nor  for  one  defect, 

which  might  he  easily  remedied.     The  American  type  docs  not  Lorre^}K)nd  in 

pointage  witii  that  ot  other  countries.  >iiowine  an  increase  of  about  a  halt  a  point 

in  length  and  a  triHing  increase  in  tlic  height  of  each  letter.     This  renders  it 

impracticable  for  use  with  the  type  of  other  languages,  which  are  all  alike  in  this 

respect.    Vice-Consul  Beac,  who  transmits  this  information  to  the  Department 

of  State,  also  suggests  that  type  founders  in  the  United  States  be  prepared  to 

fiimish  type  for  all  languages,  including  accented  letters  and  the  various  alpha* 

betic  peculiarities  of  each. 

Since  the  abrogation  of  the  reciprocity  t  rcaty  bet  ween 
Importation  of  Floor.  1         .  / 

the  United  States  and  Brazil  there  has  been  a  steady 

decrease  in  the  imports  of. American  flour,  and  prominent  importers  of  iiour 

ha\'C  expressed  the  opinion  that  it  will  he  onlv  a  question  of  n  vcrv  few  vears 
before  it  will  be  entirely  supplanted  by  the  Argentine  product.    The  icnewalof 
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the  10  per  cent  duty  from  January  1^  1895,  on  flour  from  (he  United  States  ha» 
given  a  great  impetus  to  the  Argentine  trade,  as  well  as  to  local  mills,  which 
draw  their  supplies  of  wheat  from  Argentina  and  Uruguay.  One  of  the  largest 
and  most  modern  mills  is  located  in  Rio,  with  a  full  working  capacity  of  60,000 
tons  of  flour  per  annum.  There  is  another  mill  with  a  capacity  of  about  two- 
thirds  this  quantity. 

CHILE. 

Inprorementof  thePoviof  Chilean  congrcss  has  under  consideration  a  mcas- 

VaiparaiM.  urc  fpr  the  improvement  of  the  port  of  Valparaiso.  It 

is  proposed  to  appropri;ire  S^i  3,000,000  for  the  purpose,  for  which  amount 
bonds  will  be  issued  bearing  ^  per  rent  imcre-'t.  The  plan  conicmplalCS  exten- 
sive breakwaters  and  docks,  and  deepening  oí  the  harbor. 

With  a  view  to  the  further  development  of  the  manu- 
Imb  and  8ta«l  Indwlrr.  ....  , 

lactunng  industrie^  the  country,  the  Government  pro- 
poses to  set  aside  $500,000  to  totter  iron  and  ^teel  enterprises.  As  a  bi)nu>  to 
an  American  syndicate  for  e<n:aWishiug  an  iron  foundry,  §120,000  of  tlic  above 
amount  will  be  appropriated;  the  balance  will  be  similarly  distributed  as  favor- 
able opportunities  may  oifer.  Official  investigation  has  demonstrated  the  fact 
that  iron  ore  of  a  high  grade  exists  in  abundance  in  Chile. 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  Chilean  senate  to 

make  an  exhaustive  study  of  the  proposition  of  English 
capitalists  for  completing  the  Chilean  section  of  the  Transandine  Railway  from 
Tinguiririca  to  Villa  Hermosa,  on  the  Argentine  side  of  the  Andes,  has  made 
its  report.  The  capital  of  the  syndicate  is  shown  to  be  ^l,6oo,000,  which  is 
double  the  amount  estimated  as  being  required.  The  government  is  asked  for 
a  guarantee  of  4  per  cent  on  ,^500,000,  to  he  allowed  only  after  the  railway 
has  been  completed  and  in  operation  between  the  points  named.  \\'hen  the 
work,  comprehending  a  length  of  Ro  kilometers.  i>  completed,  the  last  link  in 
the  transcoutlncaial  line  connecting  V  alparaiso,  on  the  Pacific  coast,  and  Buenos 
Ayres,  on  the  Atlantic,  will  have  been  made.  It  is  the  intention  to  make  the 
gauge  conform  to  that  of  the  railway  systems  of  Chile  and  Argentina,  by  this 
means  obviating  the  transfer  of  passengers  or  cargo  between  the  terminal  points. 
It  is  proposed  to  accomplish  the  distance  from  ocean  to  ocean  (about  1,000  kilo* 
meters)  in  twenty>nine  hours,  by  express  trains.  In  anticipation  of  fiivorable 
action  by  the  government,  which  seems  assured,  the  concessionaires  are  arrange 
ing  to  locate  along  the  line  to  the  mouth  of  the  tunnel  2,000  workmen,  with 
necessary  workshops  and  dwellings. 
Qldttd  fltaiM  Mamf  In  been  reported  to  the  Department  of  State  by 

Vice-Consul  Grekn-k,  at  Aiuotoga>ta,  thac  Americans, 
and  travelers  pcncrally,  would  better  serve  their  commercial  interests  bv  bringing 
British  sovereigns  to  lite  coast  rather  than  .American  gold.  For  the  former 
there  is  always  a  fair  rate  of  exchange,  while  American  gold  coin  is  little  known 
except  in  large  commercial  centers  like  Valparaiso,  and  in  interior  towns  its  sale 
is  exceedingly  diflicult. 
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^  «    .  -  .  At  the  session  of  the  ChUian  congress,  just  adjourntd, 

a  law  was  passed  empowering  the  municipality  of"  Val- 
paraiso to  grant,  tor  a  term  not  exceeding  thirty  years,  rhc  tt<:e  of  the  streets, 
road*;,  and  squares  of  that  city  for  the  installation  of  electric  lighting  and  a 
system  of  tramways,  having  electricity  as  the  motive  power. 

COLOMBIA. 

ffiwirtiiriflti  of  Bsport  Datr    ^7       official  decree  of  President  Caro,  the  export 

duty  on  coffee  from  Columbian  ports  was  suspended  from 
August  I,  1897.  This  tax,  which  consisted  of  $1.60  for  every  50  kilograms 
(1 10.23  pounds),  has  been  in  force  for  over  two  years,  and  was  imposed  on  all 
coffee  exported  from  Colombia  or  u?cd  for  home  comsumption. 

From  Cart.iecna,  Consul  Svíyth  reports  ilic  arrival  of 


the  first  steamship  reprCNCiuing  a  new  line  between  that 
port  and  Mobile,  Ala.  These  steamers,  which  will  run  lortnightly,  will  carry 
cargoes  of  pitch  pine  and  other  freight  from  Mobile,  returning  with  bananas 
from  Cartagena  and  Bocas  del  Toro.  This  line  of  steamers,  which  is  run  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Snyder  Banana  Company,  will,  if  successful  and  permanent, 
furnish  excellent  mail  facilities  between  Cartagena  and  the  United  States. 


COSTA  RICA. 

Dntr on Bnildiat  ^^''*         ^^^^  ye-i'"''        lumber  intcruled  to  he  used 

MatwriaU.  building  purposes  in  Lirnoii  ami  i'untarenas  has,  by  a 

legislative  decree,  been  admitted  free  of  import  duties.  The  specified  time 
covered  by  the  decree  having  expired  on  the  29ih  ot  July  last,  the  Government, 
recognizing  the  great  benefit  accruing  to  the  Republic  firom  cheap  building  mate- 
rial, has  enacted  supplementary  legislation  by  which  the  duty  on  these  articles, 
while  not  abolished  altogether,  is  reduced  to  a  much  lower  rate  than  formerly. 
The  provisions  of  this  last  decree  fix  the  import  tax  on  boards,  beams,  and 
joists  at  5  pesos  per  1,000  feet  square  of  surface,  by  1  inch  of  thickness.  Woods 
for  cabinet  work  and  doors  and  window  sashes,  with  or  without  hinges  and  locks, 
are  taxed  10  pesos  for  every  1,000  square  feet  of  surface  of  1  inch  thickness. 

MEXICO. 

A  United  States  shipping  company  has  recently  inau.- 
gurated  a  new  line  of  steamers  between  San  Francisco 
(California)  and  ports  on  the  Pacific  coast  of  Mexico.    The  itinerary  of  this 
line  will  be  from  San  Frandsco  to  Ensenada  de  Todos  Santos,  San  Quintín,  San 

José  del  Cabo,  Mazatlan,  San  Blas,  Manzanillo,  Acapulco,  Puerto  Angel,  Salina 
Cruz,  Tonala,  and  San  Benito,  and  return.  There  is  every  hope  that  the  agri- 
culturists of  the  States  of  Sonora,  Sinaloa,  Colima,  Oaxaca,  and  Chiapas  will 
lind  this  new  outlet  for  their  products  available  for  the  development  of  the 
maritime  trade  on  the  Pacihc  Coast. 
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NICARAGUA. 

Tix«Ba«ld  '^^^  "Diario  O  fiei  ill  "  of  August  5,  1897,  publishes  i 
decree  by  whicli  ihc  lax  un  gold  exported  frona  the  Repub- 
lic of  Nicaragua  is  increased  to  $1  gold  per  ounce  on  nuggets  and  $2  gold  per 
ounce  on  gold  dust.  Heretofore  the  duty  has  been  80  centavos  (35.44  cent»^ 
United  States  currency)  per  ounce.  In  consequence  of  this  impost  the  ayudi*» 
cates  controlling  che  gold-mining  industries  of  eastern  Nicari^^a  have  decided 
to  present  a  petition  to  the  Government  setting  forth  the  fact  that  thdr  opera- 
tions  were  begun  and  their  heavy  and  valuable  machinery  imported  under  sucb^ 
different  circumstan^  that  the  present  increase  will  almost,  if  not  entirely, 
paralyze  their  enrerprises  ;  and  asking,  if  possible,  for  its  spccdv  reduction. 
Consul  O'H.ira  reports  that  for  the  year  ending  june  30,  1S96,  the  sliipments 
amounted  to  ^137,929.14,  United  States  currency;  for  the  Hscal  year  1897 
they  were  $169,565. 55 — an  increase  of  $31,636.14. 

Mervfaanta  Adopt  OolU        ^'^"^  merchants  of  Bluctields,  according  to  advices  fronr» 
atvodwd.  Clancy,  have  dedded  to  require  gold  in  pay- 


ment for  their  merchandise  on  all  credit  accounts.  Prices  will  be  ^ven  in  silver, 
but  only  gold  or  its  equivalent  will  be  received  in  the  markets  when  time  is  asked 
for  settlement. 

SANTO  DOMINGO. 

6xt«id«d  Or*dit for  Consul  Grimke  w  rites  from  Santo  Domingo  that  a  step 
KarehaBii.  in  the  right  direction  has  been  taken  by  American  dealers 
in  extending  the  time  of  credit  to  Dominican  mercantile  houses  to  two  or  four 
months,  instead  of,  as  formerly,  limiting  it  to  three  months.  This  is  still  less 
than  is  allowed  by  European  merchants,  whose  extension  of  credit  to  six  or 
nine  months  is  regarded  by  trade  experts  as  the  basts  of  their  success  in  the 
South  American  and  West  Indian  markets. 

V«wtaxon  Oa.uMM  ^«  August  9  last,  a  new  surtax  of  3  per  cent  on  the 
Raceipu.  ((,(3]  customs  receipts  of  the  Republic  was  enacted,  to  be 

collected  on  the  entire  imports  and  exports  of  the  country. 


UNITED  STATES. 

Advices  received  show  a  crcat  tendency  in  the  direc- 

11  «ir  Mttkst  Jbr  &on. 

tion  of  the  use  ot  iron  in  die  construction  ot  houses  in 
the  countries  of  Central  America.  Five  years  ago  the  use  of  this  material  was 
unknown.  Now,  in  the  city  of  Guatemala  alone  more  than  one  hundred  houses 
are  constructed  with  iron  girders,  and  in  the  city  of  San  Salvador  this  metal  has 
been  adopted  as  being  the  safest  material  that  can  be  used  to  resist  shocks  of 
earthquake.  Corrugated  iron  is  also  being  extensively  used  for  roofing  pur- 
poses. In  rebuilding  the  city  of  Guayaquil,  Ecuador,  which  was  almost  entirely 
*  destroyed  by  fire  something  more  than  a  year  ago,  the  former  wooden  structures 
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are  replaced  almost  wholly  to  houses  built  in  part  of  iron.  American  manu* 
facturcrs  may  ñnd  it  to  their  inceresc  to  look  into  this  market  for  the  sale  of  the 
product  of  their  factories. 

VENEZUELA. 

Accordine  to  the  l^enezuelan  Ueraid,  the  advices  from 

Ourice  CMd  Bagton. 

the  Guarico  district  arc  daily  more  encouraging.  There 
arc  at  prcsetu  cii^lu  companies  of  foreigners  prospecting;  already  thirty-four 
claims  have  been  taken  up  and  plan?  for  many  more  denoiinccnients  have  been 
made  to  the  authorities.  One  company,  it  is  stated,  has  ordered  trotn  Eng- 
land twelve  mills  to  be  worked  by  hydraulic  power.  The  vein  in  this  mine  i* 
10  feet  in  width,  containing  quartz  so  rich  in  gold  that  the  precious  metal  is 
plaiidy  vinble  in  it. 

.  The  Orinoco  Company  is  making  preparations  to  bain 

The  Orinoco  Oompaaj.    ,  ,  ,  .  . 

immediate  operations  for  developing  the  iron  deposits 
discovered  on  thdr  concession.    Vilthin  the  last  two  weeks  there  has  been 

definitely  located  within  2  miles  of  Santa  Catalina  one  vein  of  ore,  varying 
in  width  from  loo  to  200  feet,  and  5  miles  long.  Other  and  larger  deposits 
have  been  discovered  within  5  miles  of  the  above-named  city.  The  supply  is 
pronounced  itr^xhaustible  and  the  quality  is  said  to  be  "Superior  m  the  Spanish 
iind  African  orcs^.  Other  enterprises  which  this  rich  region  uHcrs  are  soon  to 
be  undertaken  by  the  great  company  into  whose  hand»  this  portion  of  V'enezucia 
iias,  by  concession,  pasacd. 
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RELACIONES  COMERCIALES  EN  AMÉRICA* 
LA  COSTA  SETENTRIONAL  DE  LA  AMÉRICA  DEL  SUR. 

En  el  BoLKTÍN  del  mes  de  (.K:tubre  >e  trató  de  las  relaciones 
comerciales  de  los  Estados  Unidos  con  Mcjico,  la  América  Cen- 
tral y  las  Antillas.  Tanto  en  el  orden  geográfico  como  en  lo  que 
toca  á  la  estrechez  de  comunicaciones  mercantiles,  la  costa  seten- 
trional de  la  América  del  Sur  viene  en  seguida,  y  ésta  comprende 
á  las  repúblicas  de  Colombia  y  Venezuela  y  á  las  colonias  de 
Curazao,  Trinidad  y  las  tres  Guayanas. 

Una  ojeada  al  mapa  del  Hemisferio  Occidental  revela  desde 
luego  el  hecho  de  que  las  ventajas  geográficas  de  (|ue  gozan  los 
Estados  Unidos  en  la  competencia  con  otras  naciones  en  el 
tráfico,  por  el  Caribe,  con  Méjico,  la  América  Central  y  las 
Antillas,  puede  aplicarse  á  toda  la  costa  de  la  América  del  Sur 
sobre  el  citado  mar.  Una  línea  tirada  desde  Nueva  York,  con 
dirección  al  mediodía,  á  través  del  Paso  de  los  Vientos,  entre 
Cuba  y  Haití,  tocaría  en  un  punto  cercano  al  puerto  de  Cartagena, 
en  la  costa  del  norte  de  Colombia.  Otra  línea  que  corriera  de 
Nueva  York  hacia  el  sudeste,  á  través  del  Paso  de  Mona,  entre 
Haití  y  Puerto  Rico,  iría  á  parar  en  La  Guayra,  el  puerto  de 
Caracas,  capital  de  Venezuela.    Una  tercera  línea  con  dirección 

*F.I  primtTn  de  esta  serie  de  nrticuloa  (ué  publicado  en  «1  BoLlfTÍN  MENSUAL  Cor- 
respondiente ul  mes  Ue  Juliu  de  1S97. 
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al  este,  marca  la  ruta  de  Nueva  York  á  las  Islas  del  Barlovento, 
incluyendo  á  la  Barbada,  y  de  allí  á  Demerara  (Georgetown),  en 
la  Guayana  inglesa. 

Tomando  como  punto  de  partida  á  la  Barbada,  la  distancia  á 
Nueva  York,  1,829  millas  marinas,  es  como  la  mitad  de  la  distan- 
cia á  Liverpool,  en  Inglaterra,  que  es  de  3,70^  millas.  A  medida 
que  se  avanza  hacia  el  oeste,  la  diícrciu  ia  á  favor  de  los  puertos 
de  los  Estados  Unidos  auinciua,  de  suerte  que,  hablando  en  gene- 
ral, puede  decirse  que  la  distancia  que  separa  á  los  centros  c omrr- 
ciales  del  litoral  del  Atlántico  de  ios  puertos  de  la  América  del 
Sur  en  el  mar  Carine,  es  la  mitad  ó  una  tercera  parte  menor  que 
la  que  separa  á  sus  rivales  de  Europa. 

La  disparidad  es,  naturalmente,  mucho  mayor  en  hvor  de  las 
principales  ciudades  de  los  Estados  U  nidos  sobre  el  Golíb.  Mobile, 
Nueva  Orleans  y  Galveston  son  puntos  ventajosos  para  el  tráfico 
con  la  América  del  Sur  por  el  Caribe,  y  solamente  aguardan  el 
impulso  de  esfuerzos  activos  para  obtener  una  posición  dominante 
como  put-rtos  de  salida  para  las  manufacturas  y  materias  primas 
de  una  gran  parre  del  territorio  de  ios  Estados  Unidos,  que  irán 
á  buscar  mercados  en  la  América  del  Sur,  en  Méjico,  en  la  América 
Central  y  las  Antillas.  También  servirán  las  citadas  poblaciones 
como  centros  de  distribución  para  lo  que  de  aquella  vasta  región 
se  importa  á  los  Estados  Unidos. 

Una  ruta  de  comunicación  entre  el  gran  valle  del  Misisipí  y 
la  costa  setentrional  de  la  América  del  Sur,  correría  en  linea  recta 
del  noroeste  al  sudeste,  pasando  por  la  extremidad  occidental  de 
C  uba.  Es  un  hecho  i  nteresante  y  de  i  m  portancia  práctica  que  cada 
una  de  las  muc  has  rutas  de  navegación  á  vapor  de  los  Estados 
Unidos  á  los  puertos  de  la  América  del  Sur  en  el  Caribe,  ofrece  á 
medio  camino  al<j;un  [larajc  para  tomar  carbón  y  para  liarer  repara- 
ciones, al  mismo  tiempo  que  tráñco  lucrativo  en  una  ó  más  de  las 
Antillas  Mayores  ó  Menores. 

Al  considerar  las  condiciones  del  tráñco  en  esta  parte  de  la 
América  del  Sur,  Colombia  se  presenta  en  primer  lugar,  debido 
á  que  su  posición  la  pone  en  inmediato  contacto  con  el  continente 
norteamericano.  Uno  de  sus  departamentos,  el  de  Panamá,  es, 
geográficamente  hablando,  parte  de  la  América  Central,  y  por 
muchos  años  ha  sido  la  única  vía  comercial  entre  el  mar  Caribe  y 
el  océano  Pacífico.    La  república  de  Colombia  tiene  un  inmenso 


Digitized  by  Googlc 


BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


777 


litoral  sobre  el  Atlántico  y  sobre  el  Pacífico.  Sus  relaciones  con 
los  Estados  Unidos  han  sido  más  6  menos  estrechas  durante  largo 

tiempo.  El  espíritu  de  empresa  y  el  capital  americanos  cons- 
truyeron hace  casi  medio  siglo  el  ferrocarril  de  Colon  á  Panamá. 
Si  el  Canal  de  Panamá  llegara  á  terniinarse.  aunque  la  obra  íué 
inciada  por  franceses  y  ellos  mismos  la  continúan  ahora,  con- 
tribuiría poderosamente  á  ensanchar  las  relaciones  comerciales  con 
ios  Estados  Unidos. 

Se  sabe  que  Colombia  es  un  país  rico  en  minerales  y  que  puede 
producir  en  gran  escala  café,  cacao^  tabaco,  fibras  y  otros  produc- 
tos agrícolas  que  se  venden  en  los  Estados  Unidos  á  precios  lucra* 
tivos.  La  participación  que  los  Estados  Unidos  toman  hoy  en 
el  comercio  de  Colombia  no  es  la  que  les  corresponde  ni  la  que 
con  facilidad  podrían  obtener.  En  estos  últimos  años,  P  rancia  ha 
ocu|)acio  el  primer  lugar  en  dicho  comercio,  debido  sin  duda  á  los 
enormes  gastos  que  le  ha  ocasionado  el  Canal  de  Panamá  ;  en 
segundo  lugar  viene  Inglaterra  y  en  tercero  los  Estados  Unidos. 
.  Casi  la  mitad  de  lo  que  la  Gran  Bretaña  exporta  á  Colombia  se 
compone  de  géneros  de  algodón,  y  éstos  se  fabrican  en  los  Estados 
Unidos  con  la  mayor  perfección.  Haciendo  esfuerzos  adecuados, 
la  mayor  parte  de  ese  comercio  se  podría  traer  á  los  Estados  Unidos, 
que  en  cambio  tomarían  los  productos  colombianos  que  con  íkcili* 
dad  hallan  consumo  aquL  Los  datos  recogidos  durante  el  año 
pasado,  sin  embargo,  muestran  un  aumento  satisfactorio  para  los 
Estados  Unidos,  tanto  en  la  cxporlación  como  en  la  importai- i  on. 
Lo  que  se  exportó  para  Colombia  en  1894  íué  por  valor  tie 
$2,784,634,  y  en  1890  ascendió  á  $3,382,588.  En  cuanto  á  las 
importaciones,  aumentaron  de  $1,338,283  á  $4,843,256.  El 
aumento  de  estas  últimas  consistió  principalmente  en  café,  cueros 
y  pieles,  y  fué  debido  á  cambios  en  la  tariík  de  aduanas  de  los 
Estados  Unidos,  hecho  significativo  que  demuestra  b  importancia 
de  que  se  hagan  concesiones  recíprocas  en  el  comercio  latino- 
americano. 

Los  principales  obstáculos  que  se  presentan  en  la  actualidad 
para  que  crezca  el  comercio  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  parecen  ser 
los  altos  precios  de  ciertos  artículos  comparados  con  los  europeos, 
y  lo  más  barato  de  los  fletes  á  los  puertos  de  Europa  y  viceversa, 
á  pesar  de  que  la  distancia  de  algunos  puntos  e¿>  tres  veces  mayor. 
Tales  impedimentos  son  únicamente  temporales,  y  esto  se  pone  de 
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manifíesto  con  el  hecho  de  que  las  manuéicturas  americanas  com* 
piten  con  las  de  Europa  en  los  mercados  europeos.  Esta  misma 
competencia  la  encontrarán  los  comerciantes  europeos  en  la  Amé- 
rica del  Sur  y  bajo  condiciones  más  favorables  para  los  Estados 

Unidos.  Esto  no  es  más  que  una  cuestión  de  tiempo.  El  pro- 
blfina  lie  hi  transportación  rápiiia  y  barata  es  de  primordial  im- 
portancia en  este  particular,  y  mientras  los  Hstados  Unidos  no 
dispongan  de  una  marina  mercante  en  el  Caribe,  adecuada  á  las 
necesidades  del  comercio,  no  deben  esperar  que  las  actuales  con- 
diciones se  modiñquen. 

Venezuela  es  la  república  sudamericana  que  parece  haber  sido 
designada  principalmente  por  los  últimos  acontecimientos  políticos 
para  entrar  en  las  más  estrechas  relaciones  con  los  Estados  Unidos. 
El  mantenimiento,  en  defensa  de  sus  derechos,  del  principio  funda- 
mental de  "  América  para  los  Americanos,"  contra  las  pretensiones 
de  la  primera  potencia  naval  del  mundij.  h.i  protiuciiio  naLuralmente 
entre  los  \ cnezolanos  los  más  amistosos  sentimientos  hacia  el  pueblo 
íle  los  Hstados  Unidos,  y  á  niiestros  capitalistas  y  comerciantt  s  les 
toca  ahora  aprovechar  la  buena  voluntad  de  aquella  nación  ¡xira 
cultivar  relaciones  comerciales  y  desarrollar  empresas  que  redunda- 
rían en  provecho  de  ambos  países.  Desde  que  se  abolieron  los 
derechos  diferenciales  impuestos  por  los  Estados  Unidos  sobre  el 
café  y  los  cueros  de  Venezuela,  el  comercio  ha  tomado  nuevo 
incremento,  y  si  se  llegara  á  un  convenio  equitativo  en  lo  referente 
á  tarí&s  aduaneras,  para  el  cambio  d(  productos,  el  tráfico  de  las  dos 
republicas  se  asentaría  sobre  una  ha^e  Je  permanente  prosperidad. 

La  administración  tlel  Pre.Mtlente  Crim-o  ha  chulo  >i  \  ene/.uela 
un  período  de  paz  que  lia  proihicido  los  mejores  resultaiU»  en  el 
desarrollo  nacional  y  que  promete  continuar  produciéntloU»s.  La 
resolución  que  ha  ado[»t  ulo  la  Asociación  Nacional  de  Fabri- 
cantes de  los  Estaíios  Unidos  acerca  del  en\  ío  de  un  representante 
á  Caracas  para  establecer  allí  una  agencia,  es  el  primer  paso,  esperé- 
moslo así,  en  el  movimiento  que  se  ha  iniciado  con  el  fin  de 
reportar  ventajas  prácticas  de  la  situación  excepcionalmente  favo- 
rable que  ahora  existe.  Los  Estados  Unidos  han  tomado  en  lo 
pasado  la  mayor  i>arte  de  los  |)roductos  más  importantes  de  Vene- 
•/iiela.  V  ahora  contin  iau  Iku  !< ndt)  lo  mismo.  \  ene/uela.  á  su  ve/, 
importaría  casi  todo  lo  que  necesita  de  los  Lstados  L  nidos,  si  éstos 
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le  ofrecieran  en  cuanto  á  precios,  plazos,  créditos,  fletes,  etc^  las 
favorables  condiciones  que  le  ofrece  Europa.  Los  Estados  Uni- 
dos compran  anualmente  en  \  enezuela  productos  por  valor  de 
cerca  de  $10,000,000  y  le  venden  mercancías  por  valor  de 
$4.000,000.  Estas  cantidacl«'>-  jXHlrían  equipararse  si  los  Estados 
Unidos  se  esforzaran  de  una  manera  activa  y  enér^ic  a  t  n  fabricar 
artículos  en  cuya  manutactura  han  sabido  probar  que  pueden  ir  á 
la  cabeza  de  las  otras  naciones.  La  Gran  Bretaña  envía  á  \' ene- 
zuela grandes  cantidades  de  géneros  de  algodón,  de  herramientas 
c  instrumentos,  que  los  Estados  Unidos  podrían  suministrarle 
ahora. 

En  un  informe  recientemente  publicado,  el  Cónsul  inglés  en 

Caracas  reconoce  que  algunos  artículos,  tales  como  instrumentos 
tlr  a^TÍcultura,  "se  obtieiit-n  nvÁs  baratos  y  más  pronto  dr  los 
Estados  l  nidos."  Se  necesitan  en  aquella  republica  la  macjuinarta 
y  otros  artículos  para  la  explotación  de  núna.>.  así  como  materiales 
de  terrocarril,  todo  lo  cual  los  Estados  Unidas  pueden  suphr  mejor 
que  otro  país  cualquiera.  La  Inglaterra,  según  se  dice,  conserva 
todavía  la  supremacía  en  tejidos  de  algodón,  indianas  y  géneros 
en  piezas,  pero  los  trabajos  que  acaba  de  iniciar  la  Asociación 
Nacional  de  Fabricantes  pueden  dar  por  resultado  que  los  Estados 
Unidos  se  apoderen  del  tráfico  en  los  artículos  mencionados.  Es 
más  bien  con  los  alemanes  que  con  los  ingleses  que  los  Estados 
Unidos  tienen  que  luchar  en  \'ene7Aiela.  Las  principales  casas 
comerciales  son  de  alemanes,  y  la  actividad  y  persc\ crancia  con 
íjue  e'sros  procuran  asimilarse  al  pueblo  venezolano,  íainiliarizan- 
dose  con  sus  costumbres  y  usos  comerciales,  los  hacen  factores 
importantes  á  quienes  hay  que  tomar  en  consideración.  Grandes 
capitales  alemanes  se  han  invertido  en  Venezuela,  y  los  fabricantes 
y  exportadores  americanos  tienen  que  poner  en  juego  la  misma 
liberalidad  y  energía,  si  aspiran  á  alcanzar  las  ventajas  que  les 
ofrece  la  marcada  predilección  que  los  venezolanos  dan  á  los 
Estados  Unidos. 

Las  ideas  políticas  y  la  comunidad  tie  intereses  ejercen  notable 
influencia  en  el  trafico,  pero  tichcn  ir  acomj)añadas  de  esfuerzos 
activos.  Casi  todo-^  lo>  na\  10-.  cnjpieados  en  el  rt>m(  rt  io  de  \'ene- 
/ncla  llevan  la  bandera  americana,  á  diferencia  de  lo  que  sucede 
tratándose  de  los  otros  países  sudamericanos.    La  línea  conocida 
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con  cl  nombre  de  "  Red  D  Line,**  que  corre  entre  Maracaibo  y 
Nueva  York,  hizo  durante  el  año  de  1896  sesenta  y  cinco  viajes 
de  ida  y  vuelta.  En  ese  espacio  de  tiempo  no  se  registra  un  solo 
vapor  de  otra  nacionalidad,  pero  entre  los  buques  de  vela  ñguran 
un  inglés,  tres  americanos,  veintitrés  holandeses  y  ciento  cuarenta 
venezolanos,  que  olieron  de  Maracaibo.  Esto  es  altamente  satis- 
factorio para  los  Estados  Unidos,  y  prueba  lo  que  se  podría 
hacer  en  todos  los  otros  puntos  dtl  mar  Caribe. 

L;i  ishi  (le  I  rinitlatl.  colonia  hriránit  a,  situada  frente  al  delta  del 
Orinoco,  que  es  la  {^^ran  vía  íiuvial  de  V^enezuela,  parecería  ser 
una  amenaza  ai  desarrollo  de  las  relaciones  comerciales  con  los 
Estados  Unidos,  pero  á  semejanza  de  las  otras  dependencias  euro- 
peas en  el  mar  Caribe,  reconoce  á  este  país  como  su  mercado  natu- 
ral y  como  la  mejor  fuente  para  proveerse  de  lo  que  necesita. 
Por  cl  último  informe  colonial  enviado  de  Trinidad  al  Ministerio 
«de  Relaciones  Exteriores  de  la  Gran  Bretaña,  y  que  lleva  la  fecha 
•de  17  de  junio  de  iSc^y,  se  ve  que  aquella  isla  importa  de  los 
Estados  Unidos  dos  vrcts  más  que  di  Inglaterra,  y  exporta  á 
nuestro  \xús  doá  terceras  partes  más  que  á  la  madre  patria.  La 
inif^ortación  ele  Trinitlatl  aseiend(%  en  números  redondos,  á  cosa  de 
$i2»ooo,ooo  y  la  exportación  á  cerca  de  $1 1,000,000. 

Se  verá,  pues,  que  el  comercio  de  esa  isla  es  muy  importante, 
y  si  se  aumentan  los  medios  de  transportación  y  se  cultivan  las 
relaciones  que  ya  existen,  los  Estados  Unidos  pueden  abrigar  la 
esperanza  de  absorber  gradualmente  la  mayor  parte  de  ese  tráfico^ 
en  conexión  con  el  de  Venezuela.  Trinidad  importa  en  manu* 
facturas  más  de  $5,000,000  y  casi  igual  cantidad  en  animales  vivos 
y  en  comestibles.  Sus  principales  artículos  de  exportación  son 
azúcar,  cacao  y  asfalto.  Como  las  tres  cuartas  partes  de  este  último 
vienen  á  1í)s  Kstados  l' nidos,  (jue  ranihirn  ecmsumc  más  de  la 
mitad  del  azúcar  y  como  la  quinta  parte  del  cacao. 

Tanto  Venezuela  como  las  Guayanas  ofrecen  oportunidades 
halagadoras  al  espíritu  de  empresa  y  al  capital  americanos  en  la 
explotación  de  minas  de  oro,  que  se  encuentran  principalmente  en 
«1  territorio  en  disputa  entre  Venezuela  y  la  Guayana  inglesa. 
Algunos  de  los  primeros  que  se  dedicaron  á  empresas  mineras  en  esta 
región,  fueron  ciudadanos  de  los  Estados  Unidos.  No  es  asunto 
-cuestionable  que  los  depósitos  de  oro  que  allí  existen  son  muy 
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ricos,  y  ya  se  cree  que  lo  mas  prohahli"  es  que  este  liaya  sîdo  el 
"El  Dorado"  que  en  vano  buscaran  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  y  otros 
aventureros  hace  más  de  dos  siglos.  Sea  de  esto  lo  que  fuere,  es 
un  hecho  reconocido  que  se  encuentra  oro  en  cantidades  consi* 
derables  en  varías  parces  de  las  Guayanas,  é  indudablemente  st 
presentarán  oportunidades,  no  solo  para  empresas  mineras^  sino 
para  la  venta  de  maquinaria  y  otros  materiales  -usados  en  la  expío* 
tación  de  minas.  Asimismo»  la  inmigración  que  será  atraída  por 
el  oro  acrecentará  el  consumo  de  manufacturas.  Ya  la  Guayana 
inglesa  importa  de  los  Mstados  l' nidos  iiiui  í<  rrc  ¡.i  parte  ó  quizá 
el  doble  más  que  de  la  Gran  Bretaña.  En  1896  exporto  c  asi  tres 
cuartas  partes  más  á  los  Estados  Unidos  que  á  Inglaterra.  Los 
Estados  Unidos  tomaron  del  azúcar,  que  es  el  producto  principal 
de  dicha  colonia,  una  cantidad  más  de  dos  veces  mayor  que  la  que 
tomó  la  Gran  Bretaña. 

La  diferencia  en  la  exportación  se  debe  realmente  á  la  pro- 
ducción de  oro.  Este  metal  fué  enviado  todo  á  Inglaterra,  y  su 
valor  en  1896  ascendió  á  más  de  $2»ooo,ooo.  Substrayendo  el 
oro  del  total  exportado,  resulta  que  los  Estados  Unidos  consumen 
más  productos  agrícolas  de  la  Guayana  inglesa  (¿ue  la  madre 
patria.  Sucede  en  esa  colonia  lo  mismo  que  en  otros  países  bañados 
por  el  mar  Caribe,  donde  los  Estados  Unidos  se  puede  decir  que 
ocupan  el  segundo  lugar,  á  causa  únicamente  de  la  taita  de  estuer- 
zos  adecuados  á  las  circunstancias.  No  es  asunto  de  conjeturas 
el  averiguar  lo  que  sería  posible  obtener  con  íàcilidad  en  el  desa- 
rrollo de  las  relaciones  comerciales  con  toda  aquella  región,  porque 
los  hechos  citados,  así  como  los  datos  detallados  sobre  el  tráfico, 
demuestran  que  el  comercio  de  todos  esos  países,  por  sus  natu- 
rales tendencias,  gravita  constantemente  hacia  los  Estados  Unidos, 
aun  sin  haberse  hecho  un  esfuerzo  combinado  en  ese  sentido  por 
parte  de  nuestros  íabricantes  y  exportadores. 

Los  elementos  llamados  á  produc  ir  buen  éxito  en  lo  tuturo,  si 
aprovechamos  las  condicioneis  geográficas,  políticas  y  ect)nomicas 
que  tienden  á  hacer  más  fuerte  la  (on anudad  de  intereses  entre 
los  Estados  Unidos  y  la  región  bañada  por  el  Caribe,  son,  á  mi 
juicio,  los  siguientes  : 

I.  El  arreglo  de  relaciones  aduaneras  por  medio  de  convenios 

de  reciprocidad  que  aseguren  á  cada  país  el  consumo  en  el  otro  de 
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todos  aquellos  de  sus  productos  que  necesite  y  que  no  entren  en 
competencia  con  las  industrias  nacionales. 

II.  Kl  pronto  (lí  sarrollo  il<:  nudios  clt- c onumicación  por  medio 
del  ("stableciniirnto  tic  líneas  de  vaporas  rápitio':,  que  ha^an  viajes 
con  regularidad  y  t^ue  tengan  capacidad  suticientc  para  llevar  gran 
cantidad  de  carga.  Estos  vapores  deben  pertenecer  á  una  ú  otra 
de  las  repúblicas  americanas  y  ser  manejados  por  ciudadanos  de 
las  mismas,  llevando  la  bandera  de  una  de  ellas. 

III.  La  adaptación  de  los  usos  comerciales  y  de  las  manu£ic- 
turas  de  los  Estados  Unidos  á  las  costumbres  y  gustos  de  las 
diferentes  localidades.  Lo  que  sería  apropiado  para  Méjico, 
podría  ser  inútil  en  Venezuela,  y  efectos  que  se  venderían  con 
provecho  en  Haiti,  quizá  no  encontrarían  salida  en  Colombia  y 
en  las  Guayanas.  Algunas  de  las  Antillas  dependen  casi  por 
completo  de  los  Estados  Unidos  en  cuanto  á  ci(  rtas  substancias 
alimenticias.  Por  otra  parte,  la  costa  setentrional  de  la  América 
del  Sur  ha  menester  de  nuestra  maquinaría  períeccionada,  de 
nuestros  materiales  de  ferrocarril,  de  nuestros  instrumentos  de 
agricultura,  de  nuestros  géneros  de  algodón,  etc. 

Según  mi  modo  de  ver,  la  solución  de  los  tres  problemas  indi- 
cados no  dejaría  lugar  á  duda  relativamente  al  rápido  desarrollo 
de!  comercio  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  desde  el  río  Grande  y  á  lo 
largo  de  roda  la  co^ta  de  .Méjico,  de  la  América  Central  >'  de  la 
parte  setentrional  de  la  América  del  Sur,  hasta  el  límite  oriental 
de  la  Guayana  francesa,  incluyendo  á  las  Antillas.  Ha  llegado  el 
momento  oportuno  para  la  extensión  del  comercio  americano  entre 
los  pueblos  de  América,  porque  el  cambio  que  se  ha  verificado  en 
las  condiciones  políticas  del  Hemist'erio  Occidental,  corresponde 
felizmente  con  el  interés  que  se  ha  despertado  en  los  Estados 
Unidos  respecto  del  tráñco  latino-americano.  Asociaciones  comer- 
ciales de  importancia  é  influencia  recomiendan  urgentemente  que 
se  adopten  medidas  para  hacer  frente  á  la  rivalidad  europea  que 
va  en  aumento.  Por  ejemplo,  un  informe  reciente  lie  una  de  las 
comisiones  de  la  Asociación  Nacional  de  I'abricantes  de  lv)s  listados 
Unidos,  dice:  **  Dentro  de  poco  tiempo  será  inútil  discutir  la 
cuestión.  La  campaña  debe  comenzar  ya,  ó  ese  tráfico  se  alejará 
para  siempre  de  la  influencia  de  los  Estados  Unidos^  y  Europa 
satisfará  las  crecientes  necesidades  de  los  pueblos  que  quedan  al 
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sur  de  los  Estados  Unidos."  Por  otra  parte,  si  este  país  se  dedica 
á  CSC  tráfico  con  energía,  puede  tener  confianza  en  d  por\  i  nir,  en 
vista  de  las  circunstancias  <jue  he  tratado  de  exponer,  y  del  éxito 
reciente  que  ha  alcanzado  en  la  competencia  con  las  principales 
naciones  industríales  del  mundo  en  su  propio  suelo. 


REPÚBLICA  ARGENTINA. 

LEY  DE  MONOPOLIO  DEL  TABACO. 

A  continuación  se  trascriben  los  artículos  del  proyecto  de  ley 
sobre  el  monopolio  del  tabaco,  presentado  por  el  Diputado  SeRor 
Demaria  y  sometido  al  presente  á  discusión  en  el  Congreso 
Nacional. 

Artículo  i.  Desde  el  i"dc  cuero  de  iSyS,  el  comercio  del  tabaco  v  su  manu- 
factura, en  toda  la  Rcpúhüca,  estará  á  cargo  exclusivo  dei  Gobierno. 

Artículo  2.  El  ejecutivo  indicará  al  Congreso,  en  cl  más  breve  plazo  posible, 
U  forma  en  que  han  de  establecerse  las  oficinas  destinadas  i  la  venu,  fabricación, 
exportación  é  importación  del  tabaco,  así  como: 

(a)  La  fijación  del  ndmero  é  importe  de  los  bonos  que  el  Gobierno  habrá  de 
emitir  para  la  expropiación  en  el  país  de  todo  el  tabaco  con  sus  f&bricas  y 
accesorios. 

(h)  Todo  lo  relativo  á  los  bonos,  valor  de  cada  uno,  comisión,  interés,  forma 

de  la  emisión,  amortización,  etc. 

(í  )  Procedimiento  que  ha  de  adoptarse  para  la  fijación  de  los  prerios  del 
tabaco  é  instalaciones  (jiie  hayan  tie  cr  expropiados,  en  caso  de  que  no  pueda 
llegarse  á  un  acuerdo  con  loi  iniefesados, 

{d)  Fijación  de  la  cantidad  que  ha  de  abonarse  por  la  diferencia  entre  los 
precios  en  compra  y  en  venta  del  tabaco,  según  clase  y  manufactura. 

(r)  Forma  en  que  ha  de  llevarse  i  cabo  el  cultivo. 

(/)  Penas  en  que  incurrirán  los  que  infranjan  las  leyes  relativas  á  la  venta  y 
cultivo  del  tabaco. 

AarfcvLo  3.  Una  vez  que  el  Congreso  haya  votado  esta  ley,  el  Ejecutivo 
expedirá  los  decretos  para  su  ejecución. 

AarfcuLO  4.  La  administración  comercial  superior  relativa  al  tabaco  estará 
á  cargo  del  Ministerio  de  Hacienda,  administrador  general  nombrado  por  el 
Ejecutivo,  y  de  un  cindadano  nombrado  por  el  Senado  cada  dos  años,  que  recibirá 
un  sueldo. 
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AitTicuLo  5.  Esta  administracién  estará  obligada  á  dar  preferencia  en  lot 
empleos  i  los  que  huyan  servido  en  el  ejército  por  mas  de  diez  afios  y  se  hayan 
separado  con  el  grado  de  sargento  sin  haber  cometido  ningún  acto  deshonroso. 

AitTÍcvLO  6.  Los  ingresos  netos  de  la  venta  del  tabaco  serin  dedicados  exclu- 
sivamente al  pago  de  la  deuda  exterior  nacional,  depués  de  hacerse  los  pagos 
para  la  amortización  de  los  bonos  cuya  emisión  autoriza  esta  ley. 

PROYECTO  DE  MONOPOLIO  DE  ALCOHOL. 

El  Congreso  de  la  Argentina  está  discutiendo  un  proyecto  de 
ley  de  monopolio  de  la  industria  del  alcohol  en  la  República. 
Esta  ley  tiene  por  objeto  el  aumento  de  los  ingresos,  y  sus  puntos 
principales,  según  los  ha  expuesto  su  autor,  son  los  siguientes: 

1.  £1  establecimiento  de  nuevos  alambiques  y  la  importación 
de  nuevas  maquinarias  de  destilación,  así  como  el  proceso  de  la 
misma  destilación  sin  el  consentimiento  de  las  autoridades,  serán 
ilegales  tan  pronto  como  se  haya  votado  esta  ley.  Se  nombrarán 
tres  comisiones  para  tres  divisiones  tie  la  Repviblica,  qut-  procede- 
rán á  tasar,  para  los  efectos  de  la  expropiación,  todos  los  alam- 
bicjucs  tlcl  país.  Tniscnrrido  un  plazo  clcrrrminatlo,  totios  los  alam- 
biques que  no  estén  íuncionando  bajo  contrato  con  las  autoridades 
nacionales  serán  cerrados  y  la  cantidad  de  alcohol  existente  será 
declarada  por  sus  poseedores. 

2.  Se  autorizará  al  ejecutivo  para  emitir  hasta  $15,000,000  en 
bonos  del  seis  por  ciento  interior  de  los  cuales  10  por  ciento  serán 
redimibles  anualmente.  £1  servicio  de  estos  bonos  será  pagado 
con  los  productos  de  monopolio  del  alcohol. 

3.  El  ejecutivo  fijará  anualmente  el  precio  que  ha  de  pagarse  á 
los  alambiques  que  continúen  tr.ib.ij.indo,  y  el  cálculo  habrá  de 
hacerse  sobre  el  cosro,  sea  mal/,  ó  incla/a  el  material. 

La  junta  tic  monopolio  nombrará  empleados  con  el  encargo  de 
recibir  todo  el  producto  de  estos  alambiques  que  será  rotulado  y 
sellado  por  dichos  empleados.  Estos  celebrarán  contratos,  cuando 
sea  necesario  para  la  recti  ñcación  del  alcohol  crudo.  Los  produc- 
tores de  vino  podrán  ikbricar  la  cantidad  de  alcohol  suficiente,  ya 
sea  de  vino  ó  de  los  productos  de  la  uva,  para  encabezar  sus  vinos 
hasta  cierto  grado  (14'').  Se  necesitará  permiso  especial  para  la 
fabricación  de  alcohol  en  cantidad  mayor  que  la  que  se  necesite 
para  el  objeto  ya  expresado,  y  la  extra  producción  será  entregada 
al  Estado. 
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4.  El  alcohol  se  venderá  en  los  almacenes  del  Estado  en  canti- 
dades no  menores  de  500  litros.  Será  de  95*^  y  se  venderá  al 
precio  de  costo,  más  el  impuesto  de  un  peso.  Los  alcoholes  que 
se  importen  pagarán,  además  de  los  derechos  de  importación,  un 
peso  por  cada  litro  de  50*,  $1.50  por  litro  de  50**  á  75°,  y  $2  por 
litro  de  más  de  75^.  Los  exportadores  de  alcohol  recibirán  una 
rebaja  equivalente  al  importe  pagado.  El  alcohol  destinado  á 
otro  uso  que  no  sea  el  consumo  personal  será  inutilizado  de  suerte 
que  no  pueda  usarse  como  bebida  y  se  venderá  al  precio  medio 
de  costo. 

5".  La  junta  compondrá  de  un  director  general  y  cinco 
vocales.  ICmirá  el  número  de  empicados  (juc  sean  necesarios  y 
será  una  dependencia  del  Departamento  de  Hacienda. 

6.  Las  infracciones  de  la  ley  se  castigarán  con  confiscación  y 
multas  de  cinco  á  treinta  veces  el  importe  del  fraude.  Si  este 
importe  no  puede  determinarse,  la  multa  puede  ser  de  $^,000  á 
$50,000.  £n  caso  de  segunda  infracción,  esta  será  castigada  con 
multa  doble  y  prisión  por  un  término  entre  seis  meses  y  tres  affos. 
El  denunciante  tendrá  derecho  ai  cincuenta  por  ciento  del  importe 
de  la  multa. 

LA  INDUSTRIA  DEL  ALGODÓN. 

Debido  á  la  depresión  en  el  culrivo  de  la  caña,  y  en  la  fabrica- 
ción de  azúcar  de  caña  en  la  provincia  de  Tui  umán  á  causa  del 
exceso  de  producción  y  de  las  tarifas  de  otros  {)aíscs,  los  habitantes 
de  aquella  provincia  han  creído  necesario  el  cultivo  de  nuevas 
industrias.  Se  dice  que  el  precio  que  pagaban  los  fabricantes  por 
la  caña  de  azúcar  ha  descendido  de  veinte  y  dos  centavos  á  seis 
centavos  por  arroba. 

Hace  tiempo  que  se  sabe  que  el  clima  y  suelo  de  Tucumán  se 
adaptan  bien  ai  cultivo  de  algodón,  y  repetidos  experimentos  han 
demostrado  este  hecho.  Es  en  la  producción  de  esta  planta  en 
doniie  los  a^iricultores  v  íabricantes  tratan  de  encontrar  aliv  io  á  la 
situación  actual. 

Según  el  South  American  Journal,  acaba  de  organizarse  una 
compañía  en  Inglaterra  bajo  el  nombre  de  "Argentine  National 
Spinning  and  Manufu  turing  Company,  Limited,"  cuyo  capital 
será  de  $700,000.  La  Directiva  se  compone  de  hombres  de 
negocios  de  la  más  alta  representación,  incluyendo  entre  otros  nom- 
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bres  lus  de  Lord  Westbury  y  Mr.  R.  C.  Richards;  este  ultimo 
fué  un  prominente  fabricatite  de  tejidos  de  algoción  en  Manchei>ter. 
La  concesión  del  Cîobiemo  bajo  la  cual  se  establece  esta  empresa 
manu&cturera,  da  á  la  compañía  el  exclusivo  derecho  por  diez  años 
de  establecer  en  la  provincia  una  fóbrica  de  hilar  y  tejer  libre  de 
toda  clase  de  contribuciones  provinciales  y  municipales.  Créese 
que  esto  dará  motivo  á  que  se  inaugure  el  cultivo  del  algodón  en 
grande  escala,  en  la  Argentina,  y  que  este  llegará  á  constituir  una 
de  las  grandes  industrias  agrícolas  de  aquella  tierra  privilegiada. 


BRASIL. 

£L  AMAZONAS. 

Se  han  pedido  recientemente  informes  á  la  Oñcina  de  las  Repú- 
blicas Americanas,  respecto  de  los  distritos  gomeros  del  Brasil, 

Bolivia  y  Perú,  así  como  sobre  los  medios  más  fáciles  de  llegar  á 
aquellas  regioiK  s.  Y  como  medio  de  intornKu  ion  sobre  la  materia, 
se  publican  los  siguientes  datos  relativos  a  ios  numerosos  tributarios 
del  gran  río  Amazonas. 

Un  informe  de  fecha  reciente,  dirigido  á  la  Cámara  de  Comercio 
de  Burdeos  por  M.  Wiknf.r,  que  acaba  de  regresar  del  Brasil  á 
donde  lo  llevó  una  comisión  por  parte  de  Francia,  contiene  algu- 
nos detalles  importantes  relativos  al  desarrollo  de  las  empresas 
comerciales  del  Brasil  y  al  progreso  de  la  navegación,  especial- 
mente por  las  vastas  aguas  del  Amazonas. 

M.  WiKNER  pasó  un  año  en  el  Brasil,  viajando  por  los  princi- 
pales estados,  y  visito  no  menos  de  veinte  y  siete  mercados  cuyos 
principales  centros  son  Para,  Manaos  r  Iquitos.  al  norte,  y  Santos, 
Bahía  y  Rio,  al  '^ur.  Su  valuac  ion  del  actual  comert  io  ili  l  Brasil 
asciende  á  2,500  millones  de  francos  de  los  cuales  1,300  millones 
corresponden  al  comercio  de  exportación.  La  exportación  con- 
siste principalmente  en  café,  goma  elástica  y  cacao. 

Según  el  mensaje  del  Presidente  Moraes,  la  exportación  de 
cafe  durante  el  año  fiscal  1896-97,  ascendió  á  6,809,177  sacos. 
También  está  aumentando  la  exportación  de  goma  elástica. 
Relativo  á  este  punto,  "  Le  Moniteur  OíRciel  de  Commerce,"  en 
el  numero  correspondiente  al  27  de  mayo  último,  ¡)ublica  un 
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interesante  informe  del  cónsul  de  Francia  en  Bolivia  en  el  cual  se 
declara  que  la  cxportaeion  de  l'ará,  en  el  Amazonas,  aumentó  de 
1,580,040  arrobas,  en  1891,  á  21,072,513  kiló^rnimos,  en  1896. 

El  Señor  Don  Carlos  de  Cisneros  suministra  otros  informes 
relativos  á  la  navegación  del  Amazonas,  los  cuales  se  publicaron 
en  el  boletín  de  ia  Sociedad  de  Geografía  Comercial  de  Burdeos. 
El  Señor  Cisneros  declara  como  resultado  de  sus  investigaciones 
que  ninguna  parte  del  mundo  posee  un  sistema  fluvial  comparable 
al  del  Brasil.  Aunque  este  sistema  reúne  ventajas  excepcionales, 
es  suceptible  todavía  de  grandes  adelantos,  que  probablemente 
adquirirá  en  el  siglo  próximo,  pues  dependen  del  aumento  de 
población  y  desarrollo  de  los  recursos  necesarios. 

La  navegación  del  Amazonas  prc)t:;r(  sa  (onstanreniente  y  habrá 
de  desenvolverse  nuí^  y  más  á  virtud  del  aumento  de  población, 
colonización  y  adelanto  de  las  regiones  que  este  gran  río  atraviesa. 
El  Amazonas  cuenta  con  1,100  tributarios,  pero  no  es  cosa  de 
intentar  por  ahora  el  aprovechamiento  de  esta  red  de  ríos,  lo  cual 
sería  imposible.  Importa  ante  todo  que  esta  región  del  Amazonas 
se  pueble,  que  el  hombre  venga  aquí  y  se  aclimate  y  permanezca 
en  el  país.  Muy  pocos  han  intentado  hasta  ahora  esta  aclimata* 
ción  con  excepción  de  los  italianos,  portugueses,  y  españoles.  Los 
otros  europeos,  franceses,  ingleses,  y  alemanes,  se  han  limitado 
exclusivamente  á  las  ciudades. 

Desde  el  punto  de  vista  de  la  navegación  comercial,  el  Señor 
Cisneros  divide  el  curso  del  Amazonas  en  dos  regiones,  cuyo 
punto  de  división  es  la  ciudad  de  Nauta,  en  la  confluencia  del 
Marañón  y  el  Ucayali.  El  Marañón  es  el  principal  tributario 
del  Amazonas;  nace  en  el  Lago  Larlcocha»  en  el  alto  Perú  y 
corre  al  principio  de  sur  á  norte  en  profunda  corriente,  cortando 
en  dos  las  cordilleras  centrales  del  Peru.  Puede  compararse  al 
río  Indus  que  se  abre  paso  á  800  pies  bajo  la  cumbre  del  Pamir. 
En  Jean  de  Braeaniosos,  el  Marañón  cambia  ra[)idaniente  la 
dirección  de  su  cur>o;  corre  de  oeste  á  este  en  lugar  de  norte  á 
sur.  y  deja  de  ser  un  torrente  de  las  elevadas  montañas  para  conver- 
tirse en  un  río  de  los  llanos.  Desde  San  iAntonio,  antes  de  la 
confluencia  con  el  Huallaga,  se  llama  "Solimòes,"  y  en  Manãos, 
después  de  su  unión  con  el  río  Negro,  recibe  el  nombre  de 
Amazonas. 
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•  £n  ]a  primera  parte  del  curso  del  Amazonas  que  comprende 
los  rios  Marañón  y  Huallaga,  existe  una  cierta  navegación, 
principalmente  por  el  Huallaga,  pero  esta  navegación  es  tem- 
poral. Los  vaports  de  Para  y  IMunaos  tle¿cargan  y  cargan 
mercanc  ías,  á  términos  incuTtos,  seis  ú  ocho  veces  al  año.  El 
Hiiallaga  es  navegable  en  tocias  «'poras  por  va{x)r(s  cie  tres  pies 
de  calado  desde  su  confluencia  con  el  Marañón  en  San  Lorenzo, 
hasta  Achinamisa,  1 27  millas  de  su  desembocadura.  £1  promedio 
de  rapidez  de  la  corriente  en  esta  extensión  es  de  unas  tres  millas. 
De  Setiembre  á  mayo,  la  navegación  se  hace  posible  para  buques 
de  siete  pies  de  calado.  Desde  la  isla  de  Yurínamaguas  hasta 
Achinamisa,  el  curso  del  Huallaga  es  paralelo  al  del  Marañón  y 
se  dirije  como  este  hacia  el  corazón  del  Perú. 

El  Uyacali  es  el  segundo  de  los  afluentes  del  Marañón  en 
dirección  dv  .sur  á  norte,  y  de  igual  suerte  que  el  Huallaga  es 
exclusivamente  peruano.  Deja  el  Cerro  del  Pasco  á  corta  distancia 
del  Hualla-ira  con  el  nombre  de  Apis-Paro  y  corre  de  sur  á  norte 
paralelo  al  Huallaga  y  el  Marañón.  Por  medio  de  sus  tributarios 
el  Apurdurac,  el  Umbambo  y  el  Pancartambo,  recibe  las  aguas 
de  los  alrededores  del  Cuzco.  No  es  de  corriente  tan  impetuosa 
como  el  Huallaga;  su  curso  por  la  Cordillera  Royal  es  más  corto 
que  el  de  aquel,  sus  rápidos  son  menores  en  numero  y  su  ancho 
mayor,  y  oíirece,  por  consiguiente,  medios  más  poderosos  á  la  nave- 
gación. Desde  su  boca  hasta  su  confluencia  con  el  Pachítea,  uno 
de  sus  tributarios,  es  navegable  por  vapores  de  j  pies  de  calado; 
la  rapidez  media  de  la  corriente  es  de  2A  millas. 

Desde  Pachitea  hasta  la  confluencia  del  Umbambo  y  el  Tambo, 
el  calado  no  es  mayor  de  3  pies. 

¥A  Señor  Cisneros  ha  recogido  los  siguientes  detalles  relativos 
á  los  tributarios  del  Ucayali  :  i*",  el  Pachitea  es  navegable  en  todos 
épocas  por  vapores  de  seis  pies  de  calado,  desde  su  desembocadura 
hasta  una  distancia  de  191  millas  y  la  rapidez  media  de  su  co* 
rriente  es  de  2.5  millas;  2°,  el  Pechir,un  brazo  del  Pachitea,  tiene 
79  millas  navegables,  con  una  corriente  media  de  2  millas;  3°, 
el  Palcazu,  navegable  por  más  de  36^^  millas  hasta  el  puerto 
interior  de  Mayru,  con  una  corriente  inedia  de  3!^  millas;  4  ,  ti 
Sambo;  este  río  ha  sido  navt  gado  por  vapores  de  ^  pies  de  calado 
por  una  distancia  de  20  millas  ih  sde  su  confluem  ia  con  el  Ucayali. 
Y  agrega  que  '^las  exploraciones  hechas  con  canoas  y  balsas 
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abonan  la  creencia  de  que  el  Sambo  puede  hacerse  navegable  en 
todo  su  curso  empleando  vapores  de  poco  calado  y  provistos  de 
una  máquina  suficiente  á  resistir  una  corriente  de  diez  millas,  así 

como  dt:  una  inacjuiiiaria  que  hapi  posible  dar  la  vuelta  en  un 
pe(|ueño  ratlio:  <pie  con  este  niisnu)  equipo  es  posible  navegar 
tanibirn  los  tributarios  (1<^1  Sambo,  el  Perene  hasta  Panana,  y 
el  lint  hasta  su  formación  por  los  ríos  Mantaro  y  Apuriinac,  y, 
por  último^  que  el  Mantaro  puede  hacerse  navegable  también  por 
una  extensión  de  varias  millas  y  el  Apurinac  hasta  Simarives;" 
estos  últimos  puntos  dan  una  idea  de  la  extrema  complejidad  de 
la  corriente  del  Amazonas;  5^  el  Umbambo  es  navegable  por 
vapores  de  3  pies  de  calado  por  una  distancia  de  35  millas.  Los 
exploradores  que  han  viajado  por  el  U  bambo  opinan  que  este  río 
es  navegable  en  una  gran  distancia,  así  como  su  tributario  el 
Pancartambo. 

En  el  Perú  y  el  Brasil,  se  h;in  timlriplicado  vn  estos  últimos 
años  las  exploraciones  con  el  objeto  de  estudiar  los  cursos  de  los 
ríos  y  sus  condiciones  para  la  navegación  :  algunas  de  estas  explora- 
ciones han  sido  hechas  desde  un  {)unto  de  vista  científico,  y  otras 
con  fines  de  carácter  comercial,  principalmente  en  orden  al  cultivo 
y  exportación  de  la  goma  elástica,  á  la  cual  se  abren  nuevos  mei^ 
cados  cada  día. 

£1  Maranhão,  de  Nanta  á  Borla,  antes  de  su  confluencia  con  el 
Punís,  río  arriba,  y  el  Madeira,  río  abajo,  hasta  Manaos,  son  nave- 
gables por  vapores  de  y  piés  de  calado,  de  septiembre  á  mayo 
solamente. 

Para  dar  una  idea  de  la  inmensa  extensión  de  las  aguas  del 
Amazonas,  el  Señor  Cisneros  agrega  un  cuadro  contentivo  de  los 
principales  resultados  de  sus  investigaciones.  El  cuadro  se  refiere 
solmente  á  los  tributarios  de  la  ribera  derecha  del  alto  Amazonas. 


Rio*. 


MaraSón  

Huallata  

Ucayali  ..,«...... 

Desde  su  nacimiento. 

Desde  el  Pachitea  . . . 

Pachilea .  

Palcazas  

Tambo  

Umbambo  


Distancia 

lUvIdcs  de 

Profundidad'  Dlatancia  á 

narcgable.  la  corriente. 

máxima. 

Iquitoa. 

Millas. 

MilUts. 

Fiis. 

MüUu. 

3 

7 

453 

>97 

3 

3 

50t 

772 

3 

3 

833 

2.8 

7 

825 

191 

2.  5 

6 

1, 012 

3.  25 

3 

4 

3 

35 

4 

3 
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BRASIL— CHI  LE. 

Los  Gobiernos  del  Brasil  y  de  Chile  han  negociado  reciente* 
mente  los  siguientes  tratados:  i*",  un  tratado  de  comercio  y 
navegación;  2^  un  tratado  sobre  el  ejercicio  de  las  artes  libe- 
rales ;  3",  un  tratado  de  extradición. 

Según  los  términos  del  primer  rratado,  los  buques  de  cuul(juií'r;i 
de  las  dos  naciones  serán  considerados  en  los  puertos  de  la  otra 
como  si  llevasen  la  bamlcra  tie  la  nación  á  cpie  estos  puertos 
portenezcan,  al  objeto  de  que  puedan  gozar  de  los  privilegios  que 
se  conceden  á  la  marina  mercantil  nacional.  Por  el  artículo  IV 
se  admiten  libres  de  derecho  en  el  Brasil  los  principales  pioductos 
de  Chile  y  por  el  artículo  V  se  concede  el  correspondiente  privi- 
legio  á  los  productos  brasileros  en  los  puertos  de  Chile. 

Por  los  términos  del  segundo  tratado,  los  ciudadanos  de  cualquiera 
de  las  dos  Repúblicas  contratantes  pueden  continuar  libremente  en 
el  territorio  de  la  otra,  el  ejercicio  de  la  j>rofesión  á  que  hubiesen 
sido  admitidos  por  virtud  de  título  ó  diploma  expedido  por 
autoridad  nacional  rompetente.  El  diploma  ó  cerritícado,  así 
como  el  certitít  ado  de  identificación  personal,  habrán  de  ser  ins- 
critos en  el  Ministerio  de  Relaciones  Exteriores. 

El  tratado  de  extradición  entre  los  dos  países  es  de  carácter 
general  y  comprende  todas  las  formas  de  delito  contra  la  ley  ó  el 
orden.  £n  dicho  tratado  se  determinan  las  penas  correspondientes 
á  los  diversos  delitos  que  en  el  se  mencionan. 

Por  el  Artículo  III,  los  delitos  políticos  ó  los  relacionados  con 
éstos,  no  se  consideran  como  objeto  de  extradición.  Los  actos  de 
anarquismo,  sin  embargo,  no  están  comprendido^  bajo  el  rubro  de 
delitos  políticos. 


COLOMBIA. 

COMERCIO  Y  FUENTES  DE  RIQUEZA  DEL  DEPARTAMENTO 

DE  PANAMÁ. 

Sábese  por  un  inloruK  oticial  de  fecha  reciente,  relativo  al 
comercio  y  á  los  recursos  agrícolas,  minerales  y  de  otras  clases  del 
Departamento  de  Panamá  durante  el  año  1896,  que  dicho  De- 
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paitamento  importó  25,680  toneladas  de  carbón,  de  las  cuales 
20.000  procedían  de  Newcastle,  Nueva  Gales  del  Sur,  5,083  de 
Cardiff  y  las  (>oo  restantes  de  Chile. 

1  alvc/.  esta  intorinarión  sea  de  importancia  para  los  comer- 
ciantes de  carbón  de  los  Instados  L  nidos,  tomando  en  consideración 
la  menor  distancia  entre  las  minas  de  carbón  de  Alabama,  y  los 
mercados  colombianos,  así  como  la  inauguración  de  una  línea  de 
vapores  entre  Mobila  y  varios  puertos  de  Colombia,  á  lo  cual  se 
hace  referencia  en  otro  lugar  de  este  Boletín. 

Como  una  prueba  de  que  el  Gobierno  está  bien  dispuesto  hacia 
la  extensión  del  servicio  de  vapores  entre  los  puertos  de  la  Repú- 
blica y  países  vecinos,  el  gobernador  del  Departamento  ha  ofrecido, 
hace  va  algún  tiempo,  una  subvención  mensual  de  $1,000  (moneda 
colombiana)  á  cualquiera  compañía  que  establezc  a  y  mantenga 
una  línea  regular  de  vapores  t  urre  los  puertos  de  Río  hiaciia,  Santa 
Marta,  Barranquilla,  Cartagena,  Colón,  Bocas  del  Toro  v  Puerto 
Limón,  en  Colombia,  y  Kingston,  Habana  y  Curazao,  La  pro- 
yectada subvención  podrá  aumentarse  á  $2,000  mensuales  en  el 
período  de  un  año. 

£1  sistema  de  ferrocarriles  del  país  comprende  un  total  de  400 
millas  abiertas  al  tráñco  público;  además  de  esto,  se  han  celebrado 
contratos  para  la  construcción  de  350  millas  más,  cuyos  trabajos 
se  espera  <pie  cpicdarán  terminados  dentro  de  cuatro  años. 

En  cuanto  a  la  explotación  de  minas,  dícese  que  progresa  de 
una  manera  satisfactoria,  y  varias  empresas  están  operando  con 
gran  energía  y  buenas  perspectivas  de  lucro.  El  clima  de  la 
región  minera  es  (  n  gciK  ral  excelente.  La  gran  desventaja  de 
esta  industria  es  la  íãka  de  buenos  caminos  para  el  trasporte 
de  maquinaria. 

Los  intereses  agrícolas  del  Departamento  están  limitados  casi 
por  completo  á  la  producción  de  plátanos,  arroz  y  caña  de  azúcar, 
pero  se  espera  que  en  poco  tiempo  estos  productos  vendrán  á  ocu- 
par un  lugar  secundario  con  relación  al  cacao  y  al  cafe  cuyo 

cultivo  está  tomando  grande  incremento.  Kn  la  provincia  de 
Corle,  el  culrivo  del  eatr  ha  recibido  recieníeineii!»-  especial  aten- 
ción, y  se  han  sembrado  ya  más  de  100,000  matas.  También 
se  lia  despertado  ultimamente  gran  interés  por  el  cultivo  de  la 
goma  elástica.    Los  árboles  que  han  sido  sembrados  no  han  alcan- 
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zadt)  todavía  el  cstatlo  dc  producción»  pero  se  espera  que  cuando 
llegue  el  período  de  extracción  producirán  goma  en  gran  cantidad 
y  de  clase  superior. 

No  ofrece  el  Departamento  prospecto  alguno  á  la  inmigración 
de  artesanos»  porque  los  nativos  del  país  son  más  que  suñcientes 
para  cubrir  la  demanda.  Los  nativos  del  país  que  trabajan  en  las 
plantaciones  de  plátanos  y  en  las  de  caffa  reciben  un  salario  de 
$1.50  diarios,  en  moneda  del  país,  equivalente  á  $4.^0  por  semana 
en  moneda  dc  los  Estados  Unidos.  May  una  constante  tieiiianda 
¿t  i>ra/.()S  para  el  trabajo  puramente  mecánico,  y  todo  el  que  sepa 
manejar  una  pica,  puede  ganar  un  salario  ñjo  de  60  centavos  á 
$l.ÇO  diarios. 

El  Río  Magdalena  es  la  principal  arteria  del  comercio  de  la 
República  y  atraviesa  el  país  desde  su  nacimiento,  en  la  región 
montañosa  hasta  su  desembocadura  en  el  puerto  de  Barranquilla. 
£ste  gran  río  es  navegable  para  vapores  especialmente  construidos 
al  objeto  con  un  calado  que  no  exceda  de  3  pies  con  carga. 
Durante  el  año  1896,  los  vapores  pertenecientes  al  puerto  de  Barran- 
quilhL  hicieron  312  viajes  río  arriba,  carg.iüilu  unas  2*^,000  tonela- 
das; y  315  viajes  río  abajo  con  unas  23,000  toneladas.  El  núme  ro 
de  pasajeros  trasportados  en  ambas  direcciones  :isí  endio  á  14.000. 

Las  siguientes  líneas  de  vapores  hacen  el  servicio  regular  de 
Savanilla  que  es  un  puerto  del  Mar  Caribe  situado  á  corta  dis- 
tancio al  oeste  de  Barranquilla  : 

Royal  Mait  Steam  Packet  Company,  de  Léndres  y  Southampton, 
West  India  and  Pacific  Line,  de  Liverpool. 
Harrison  Line,  de  LiverpooL 
Atlas  Line,  de  Nueva  York. 

Knott's  Prince  Line,  principalmente  del  Mediterráneo. 
La  Ligne  Giînéraî  Transatlantique,  del  Havre  y  San  Nazaire 
Hamburg-Anicrican  Packet  Company,  de  Hamburgo. 
General  Transatlantic  Line,  de  Nueva  York. 
Línea  Vclooc,  de  Genova. 

Con  motivo  de  la  guerra  civil  de  1861  en  los  Estados  Unidos» 
se  trató  de  introducir  el  cultivo  del  algodón  en  el  Departamento 
de  Panamá;  introdújose  la  semilla  de  Egipto,  y  el  algodón  que 
ahora  se  exporta  se  asemeja  mucho  al  algodón  egipcio.  £1  algo- 
dón exportado  del  puerto  de  Barranquilla  durante  el  año  1896 
ascendió  á  2,  837  pacas,  valuadas  en  $65,000,  moneda  americana. 
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£1  total  de  ingresos  del  Departamento  durante  el  año  fiscal  fué 
$793«^37*5^*         gastos  del  mismo  año  fueron  $677,901.75, 
lo  que  acusa  un  superavit  de  $  1 15,735.7      Los  ingresos  y  egresos 
según  el  presupuesto  para  el  año  1877,  sometido  al  Gobierno  y 

votado  par  la  Asamblea,  son  : 

Ingresos  $1,  37S,<:>oo 

Gastos   1,378,604 

Estos  gastos  no  causarán  deficit  en  el  presupuesto,  pues  existe 
un  aumento  constante  en  los  ingresos.  La  deuda  pública  era  de 
$238,336  en  1894;  hoy  ha  quedado  reducida  á  $1977979-65,  de 
cuya  cantidad  $6,936.55  representan  intereses  acumulados. 


COMERCIO  DE  MARFIL  VEGETAL. 

Mr.  Clifford  Smyth,  cónsul  de  los  Estados  Unidos  en  Carta- 
gena, comunica  al  Departamento  de  Estado  que  á  consecuencia 
de  los  derechos  ad  valorem  impuestos  por  la  tarifa  vi^xcntc  de  los 
Estados  Unidos,  sobre  los  botones  de  marfil  vegetal,  lia  aumen- 
tado la  demanda  de  aquel  material  en  los  Estados  Unidos,  de  lo 
cual  ha  resultado  una  mayor  exportación  de  tagua  por  el  puerto 
de  Cartagena.  A  la  fecha  de  la  imposición  de  aquellos  derechos 
casi  todos  las  cargamentos  se  hacían  con  destino  á  Hamburgo, 
Alemania,  pero  como  se  verá  por  las  cifras  que  se  exprasan  á 
continuación,  este  movimiento  está  sufiriendo  un  cambio  notable. 

En  el  año  fiscal  que  terminó  el  30  de  junio  de  189Ç,  la  impor- 
tación total  de  tagua  íuc  de  $14.1  1  ^.Ho\  en  el  año  que  terminó 
el  30  de  junio  de  1897,  la  im[^ortac  ión  de  aquel  artículo  fué  de 
$2.730.88,  lo  cual  :ir\\<:i  un  dcscen>()  notahla  en  aquella  importa- 
ción que  continuó  disminuyendo  durante  el  año  fiscal  de  1896-97, 
en  que  el  total  de  cargamentos  de  Cartagena  á  los  Estados  Unidos 
importó  solo  $i/)84.49.  De  esta  cantidad,  no  se  importó  nada 
de  1^  de  enero  à  1°  át  abril;  en  los  tres  meses  subsiguientes,  las 
cifi-as  acusan  un  total  de  $1,23141.  Pero  desde  el  i**  de  julio 
hasta  el  27  de  agosto,  empezó  á  desenvolverse  mas  activamente 
este  comercio  y  se  despacharon  quince  cargamentos  que  repre- 
santan  un  valor  de  $13,828. 


I 


Digitized  by  Googlc 


794 


BUREAU  OP  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


GUATEMALA. 

MODIFICACIÓN  DE  LA  TARIFA. 

Por  (It'creto  (le  23  í\v  junio  iH(}7  sr  hicieron  ias  siguientes 
motiitit  ac  iones  en  la  tarita  ilo  Guatemala. 

Los  siguientes  artículos  continúan  libres  de  derechos: 
Arroas. 

Brosas  minerales. 

Fríjol. 

Garbanzo. 

Maíz. 

Muestras  sin  valor  comercial  y  las  que  lo  tengan,  no  excediendo  de  un  peso 

los  derechos. 

Oro  y  plata  en  pasta,  en  polvo  y  acuñados.  • 
Papas  y  sus  sinülarcs  alimenticias. 
Pus  vacuno. 

Semilla»  de  flores,  legumbres  y  otras  no  especificadas. 
Areómetros. 

AlamUques  de  metal,  de  menos  de  medio  galón  de  capacidad,  para  ensayos  ó 
análisis  químicos. 

Alfabetos  de  madera  de  todas  clases  para  chuelas. 
Amianto  en  fíbra  6  plancha  en  estado  natural, 

Anrias  v  andariveles. 

Animales  disecados,  preparados  para  gabinete  de  Historia  Natural. 

Animales  vivo«i  seminales. 
Avcs  de  rccrt'u  y  de  corral. 

Anuncios  impresos,  litugrañados  ó  grabados,  sobre  papel  6  cartón,  sin  marco. 

Aparatos  y  bombas  para  apagar  incendios. 

Aveilla,  avena  ó  avenilla  en  estado  natural. 

Azogue. 

Barómetros. 

Boyas  de  hierro  con  sus  aparatos  de  colocación,  botes  y  remos  de  madera  ó 

hierra. 

Brújulas  de  t<HÍa>  clases. 

Cable  de  alambre,  de  hierro  6  acero  de  todos  gruesos. 

Catálogos  de  toda';  c]a<cs  á  la  rústica. 

Colecciones  numi:>máticas,  geológicas  y  de  historia  natural,  para  muscos  ó 

gahiíicies. 

Corchos  en  planchas  6  en  bruto. 
Cristal  de  roca  sin  labrar. 
Cueros  sin  curtir. 
Culturas  ó  cultivos  bacteriológicos. 

Diseffos,  moldes,  modelos  y  patrones  de  papel  ó  cartón,  para  las  artes. 
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Efectos  que  »e  importen  por  cuenta  de  la  nación  6  de  las  municipalidades, 
para  el  servido  público  6  de  los  establecimientos  de  beneficencia. 

Efecto*  que  para  su  uso  particular  importe  cl  Presidente  de  la  Rcpiíblica. 

Efectos  que  para  su  uso  particular  6  de  su  familia,  introduzcan  lo^  ministros 
diplomáticos,  residentes  en  la  República,  en  cantidad  proporcionada  al  uso 
ordinario,  siempre  que  hava  reciprocidad  y  se  cumpla  ron  los  rccjuisitos  esta- 
blecidos.    Los  secretarios,  cónsuies  y  vicccónsiilc,  lu)  t-n/an  de  esta  exención. 

Embalaje  común  cuando  los  efectos  no  cstu\ iurtn  L;ra\  aJ(i  ,  sobre  peso  bruto. 
En  los  iardos  se  reputará  como  embalaje,  la  arpillera,  encerados,  labias  de  cos- 
tado y  cinchos.  En  las  cajas,  ci  forro  de  lata  6  zinc,  los  cartones,  papeles  y 
enseres,  si  no  estuvieren  expresamente  comprendidos  en  el  derecho  correspon- 
diente; no  se  reputará  como  embalaje,  las  frazadas,  sábanas  ni  articulo  alguno 
que  esté  entarifado. 

Equipaje  de  pasajeros,  entendiéndose  por  tal  las  prendas  de  vestir,  objetos  de 
aseo,  ropa  de  cama  y  mesa,  libro  ,  instrumentos  indispensables  para  su  arte  û 
oñclo,  que  con  señales  marcadas  de  haberse  usado,  donduzcan  los  viajeros  ;  todos 
en  cantidad  proporcionada  á  su  clase,  profesión  y  circunstancias,  y  hasta  medio 
kilogramo  de  taharo  elaborado,  por  cada  perdona;  debiendo  si  trajeren  objetos 
nuevos  que  de  Inn  rausar  derechos  cuyo  valor  exceda  de  cica  pesos,  ampararlos 
con  factura  cuu>ular. 

Esmeril  en  polvo  6  en  grano. 

Esparto  6  yerba  espafiola. 

Estopa  para  buques. 

Faros  para  los  puertos. 

Fotografías  6  vistas  del  pais,  sin  marco. 

Fragmentos  de  buques  náufragos. 

Grabados  hechos  por  artistas  guatemaltecos,  residentes  en  el  extranjero,  com- 
probando la  autenticidad,  sin  marco. 

Cirama. 

(íuano  y  demás  abonos  naturales  ó  artificiales. 

( iiiía^  para  minas. 
Hierro  en  lingotes. 

Hornillos  y  demás  instrumentos  de  arcilla  refractaria  ó  graftto,  para  ensayos 
de  metales. 

Imán,  piedra  y  artificial  de  acero. 

Legumbres  frescas. 

Madera  sin  labrar,  en  trozos. 

Maquinaria  y  baterías  eléctricas  sin  cargar,  para  las  empresas  del  servicio 

público. 

Modelos  de  máquinas  y  edificios. 
Modelos  para  fabricar  ñores. 

Periódicos  sueltos. 

Platino  en  pasta  y  en  polvo. 

l'ulpa  Je  madera,  trapo  en  pedaceríu,  recortes,  hilaciias  y  dci.hechos  pura 
fábricas  de  papel. 

Palma  para  la  fabricación  de  sombreros. 
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Desde  ei  1  de  julio  proximo  entrante  las  mercaderías  que  á 
continuación  se  expresan,  pagarán  los  siguientes  derechos: 


AttfcnloR. 


B. 


E. 
b. 


AvL-na  con  cáscara  P.  B. . . 

AcUlo  oleico  itiipuru  para  jabúii   '* 

Afrecho   " 

Aionjolf  

Alambres  de  hierro  galvanizado  6  de  cobre  aislados  para  transmisión  el6c< 

llir.x  P.íi... 

Alambres  de  hierro  galvanizado,  sencillo  ó  espigado  para  cercas  y  sus  gram- 
pas y  estivadores  P.  B. . , 

Alquitrán  de  carbón  dr  ¡  inlrn   " 

Aparatos  para  producii  el  alumbrado  de  «as,  hidrógeno  carbonado   " 

Aparatos  eléctricos,  excepto  las  sustancias  ({uimicas  cntarifadas. .... .  " 

Arados  y  sus  partes  sueltas  de  todas  clases  ■   " 

Animales  vivos  que  no  tengan  la  condición  de  seminales,  por  cabeza.  " 

Azufre  nativx)  t  ri  icrmnes  " 

Bacalao  seco,  sahuiu  6  ahumado   " 

Billetes    e  banco  P.  Env. . 

Bombas  de  hierro  ó  bronce  de  todas  clases  no  especificadas  P.  tí. . , 

Bombillas  de  vidrio  para  luz  eléctrica  incandescente     '* 

Brea  preparada  para  buques   " 

Cápsulas  de  porcelanay  de  vidrio  pora  usos  químicos  y  farmacéuticos.  " 
Carbón  de  piedra,  carb  n  animal,  carbón  vegetal,  excepto  los  pulveri- 

7nrln<;  ,  P,  B... 

Cu  lics  aiuíiiiaUa.s  ú  saladas  ,   " 

Cartas  geo^íráficas,  topojírdficas  y  nátlttcas   " 

Carteras  de  bu'sillo,  porta  reactivos  .'  .P. 

Cartón  piedra  6  alquitranado,  en  láminas,  para  techos  P. 

Cemenio  roonano,  cal  común  y  cal  hidráulica  

Coke  

Copas  graduadas  de  vidrio  y  provetas  que  estén  ó  no  graduadas  P. 

Crisoles  de  todas  clases  y  co[)elas   .P. 

Cuadernos  de  muestras  de  dibujo,  caligralia  y  bordados  

Edificios  completos  de  madera  y  hierro.  

Esferas  celestes  y  terrestres  

Espátulas,  cucharas  y  varillas  de  vidrio  y  porcelana  para  remover  Ifq 

corrosivos  ,  ,  P 

Estearina  en  uíarqucla.  P 

Estuches  de  matemáticas  y  ensayos  al  soplete   .s,  i' 

Filtros  de  piedra  sin  pulir  y  de  carbón  comprimido.   1' 

Filtros  del  doctor  Pasteur  y  demás  sistemas   " 

Tiiitiisfrisc.is  ,   *' 

1  Icno  y  demás  forrajei>  no  denominados.   ** 

Hierro  forjado,  en  barras,  láminas  y  cuadrillas   " 

InoHoros  de  torlas  clases,  cxcr'ito  la  tubeiía   " 

Ladnlius  refractarios  paia  liojaus  tic  fundición   " 

Libros  imprcsosá  la  rdstíca   " 

Locomotoras,  carros  útiles  y  materiales  para  ferrocarril   " 

Manteca  de  cerdo   *' 

Modelos  y  muestras  de  dibuj'i,  cali^rifia  \  bordado.....   '* 

Papel  sin  cola  y  sin  lustre  para  imprenta   " 

Para-rayos   " 

Petróleo  en  bruto   " 

Piedras  naturales  dt.  ludas  clases,  en  bruto  no  denominadas,  para  industrias 

y  artefactos  ,  P.  B. .  . 

Piedras  preciosas  y  perlas  ñnas  sin  montar  P.  E. . . 

Piedras  de  molino  P.  B. . . 

Pizarras,  ¡u/ai  riiu  s  ('>  s  1 1  s  i  rn  i  taCÍOnOS,  par»  «SCttelaS   " 

Pizarras  en  hojas  p.iia  techos   " 

Plantas  vivas   " 

Prensas  para  impimir  y  litografiar   " 

Rastrillos  y  rastras  para  la  agricultura   '* 
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ArticulcM). 


Kilos. 


Retíalos  de  personas  residentes  en  el  pais,  sin  marcos   .P.  B. . .  $I.  oo 

Sacos  vacíos  ordinarios  de  vute,  pita  v  henequén,  para  exportar  frutos  del  | 

ís  "  ."  P.  B...'  .02 


país 

Salsa  japonesa  *'  Soy  "   " 

Sebo  en  rama  y  fundido   " 

Teja  de  madera,  barro  6  vidrio  para  techos.   *' 

TcrrnótnL-trf)S  ,  .....,...,..,..P.  E. 

Tinta  pata  imprenta  P.  B. 

Tipos  y  caracteres  de  imprenta   " 

Vidrios  planos  de  todo  color  y  tamafto   " 


•  15 
.01 
.  oz 
1. 00 
.05 
.05 
.03 


MÉXICO. 

CONDICIONES  PARA  LA  SUBASTA  DEL  NUEVO  EDIFICIO  DEL 

GOBIERNO. 

Al  publicarse  las  condiciones  para  la  subasta  del  nuevo  edificio 
federal  que  ha  de  construirse  en  la  ciudad  de  México,  el  Diario 
Oficial  consignó  que  la  escala  de  los  planos  debía  ser  de  l  :  loo. 
Cuando  los  arquitectos  de  los  Estados  Unidos  habían  presentado 
ya  sus  planos  bajo  esta  inteligencia,  se  descubrió  que  un  error 
habia  sido  cometido  y  que  la  escala  debía  ser  de  i  :  200. 

Consecuente  á  los  repetidos  esfuerzos  del  Honorable  Powell 
Clayton,  ministro  de  los  Estados  Unidos  en  México,  para  arrcf^hir 
este  asunto  en  beneficio  de  los  arquitectos  de  los  Estados  L' nidos 
que  habían  preparado  ya  sus  planos  bajo  una  idea  ecpiivocada 
respecto  de  la  escalit,  la  oficina  de  Relaciones  Hxteriort  s,  ha  acce- 
dido á  aceptar  planos  trazados  ya  en  una  escala  de  i  :  100,  ó  ya 
de  1 :  200. 

ALGUNOS  PUNTOS  DEL  MENSAJE  DEL  PRESIDENTE. 

El  Congreso  Mexicano  se  reunió  en  sesión  ordinaria  el  16  de 
septiembre. 

Después  de  los  preliminares  de  reglamento,  el  Presidente  Diaz 
dió  lectura  á  su  mensaje,  dirigido  á  los  diputados  y  senadores. 

En  términos  congratulatorios,  hizo  referencia  el  Presidente  al 
hecho  de  que  el  país  está  en  paz  con  todas  las  naciones  y  de  que 
la  tranquilidad  prevalece  en  toda  la  República.  £1  tratado  que 
resuelve  la  cuestión  de  límites  con  Honduras  Británica  ha  sido 
formalmente  ratificado  y  promulgado.    La  consumación  del 
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tratado  de  límites  con  Guatemala  depende  sólo  de  la  decisión  del 
arbitro  respecto  á  ciertos  detalles  de  menor  importancia. 

Respecto  á  obras  públicas»  el  mensaje  contiene  la  inibrmación 
de  que  la  asombrosa  empresa  de  drenaje  del  Valle  de  México,  que 

empc'/ó  hace  ya  algunos  unos,  tstá  casi  concluida,  gaiaiuizando 
así  á  la  (  api ral  y  sus  alrededores  un  sistema  acabado  de  drenaje, 
fundado  >obrc  un  plan  moderno. 

Los  trabajos  de  la  bahía  de  Veracruz  que  darán  á  esta  ciudad 
un  puerto  profundo  y  abrigado,  se  continúan  con  la  mas  satisfac- 
toria actividad.  En  Tampico  y  otros  puertos  también  están  lle- 
vándose á  cabo  obras  públicas  y  construyéndose  ediñcios. 

Desde  abril  de  1897,  se  han  construido  388  kilómetros  de  ferro- 
carril, y  el  sistema  de  ferrocarriles  de  la  República  comprende 
ahora  un  total  de  1 1,980  kilómetros  (7,384  millas).  El  numero  de 
títulos  de  concestón  de  minas  expedidos  desde  abril  fué  de  1,619, 
coniprt  ruiicndo  7,207  posesionen  de  una  hectárea  (2^  acres)  cada 
una.  La  venta  rcrrenos  públicos  ascendió  á  782.000  hectáreas 
que  dieron  un  ingreso  de  $135',Ç4v  Debido  á  la  buena  acción  ile 
la  lluvia  en  los  distritos  agrícolas,  las  cosechas  han  sido  excelentes. 
Los  ingresos  del  año  hscal  1896-97  ascendieron  á  $51,500,000, 
un  aumento  de  $1,000,000  sobre  los  del  año  anterior. 

FABRICACIÓN  DE  AZÚCAR. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Vannah  de  Nueva  Orleans,  que  se  dedica  al  cultivo 
de  la  caña  y  á  la  fabricación  de  azúcar  en  grande  escala,  ha  pasado 
varios  meses  en  México  estudiando  las  condiciones  y  oportuni- 
dades para  el  desarrollo  de  aquella  industria  en  ese  pai& 

Del  resultado  de  sus  investigaciones  ha  deducido  que  con  un 
capital  de  $100,000  en  moneda  americana,  puede  establecerse  en 
México  una  maquinaria  moderna  de  primera  clase,  capaz  de  fabri- 
car de  cincuenta  á  setenta  y  cinco  nul  toneladas  de  azúcar  de  caña, 
en  cada  zafra. 

En  cuanto  á  la  producción,  Mr.  Vannah  cree  que  cada  acre 
puede  dar  cincuenta  toneladas  de  caña.  Con  maquinaria  y  pro- 
cedimentos modernos,  cada  tonelada  de  caña  producirá  un  promedio 
de  óchente  libras  de  azúcar.  £1  costo  máximo  de  cultivo,  corte, 
alza,  y  tiro  de  la  caña,  es  presupuesto  por  él  á  razón  de  tres  dollars 
por  tonelada. 
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A  continuación  se  trascribe  un  presupuesto  hecho  por  Mr. 
Vannah  del  costo  de  fabricación  del  azúcar  que  pueden  producir 
1,000  acres;  los  días  se  calculan  de  24  horas. 

Tinglados  para  la  caña,  dos  turnos  de  cuatro  hombres  cada  uno   $144.00 

MoU  dom(500  toneladas  de  cafl»  diarias),  dos  turnos  de  dos  hombres  cada 

uno    72. 00 

Hornos  de  quemar  bagazo,  dos  hombres   36. 00 

Calderas,  dos  hombres  s   36. 00 

Un  maquinista  y  dos  ayudantes  (segundos)   720.  00 

Clarificación,  dos  turnos  de  dos  hombres  cada  uno   72.  (X) 

Doble  efecto,  dos  hombres   36.  00 

Maestro  de  azücar,  i  50  cenmvos  por  cada  1,000  libras  de  azúcar  (moliéndose 
diariamente  500  toneladas  de  cafia  que  produscan  iSo  libras  de  azúcar  por 

tonelada)    í,  37-.  on 

Dos  asistentes  ó  segundos  maestros  de  azúcar   lOü.  00 

Filtros  prensas,  dos  tumos  de  dos  hombres  cada  uno   73.00 

Fornalla  (hornos),  dos  turnos  de  dos  hombres  cada  uno   72. 00 

Tanques,  dos  tumos  de  dos  hombres  cada  uno    72.  00 

Ccntrlfujfas,  cuatro  hombres  á  $50  mensuales  cada  uno   200.  00 

Asistentes,  dos  hombres  á  $40  mensuales  cada  uno   80. 00 

Estivadores,  dos  tumos  de  cuatro  hombres  cado  uno   144. 00 

Pesadores  de  as6car,  dos  hombres  á  $30  mensuales  cada  uno   60. 00 

Pesadores  de  rrtñ a .  âfi<  hombres  á  $30  mensuales  cada  uno.   60. 00 

Luz  eléctrica,  un  hombre   ^   30.00 

Tenedor  de  libros   125. 00 

Tenedor  de  libros,  asistente    5a  00 

Cund  r  ill  o  ros  ó  cap.itact    de  batey,  dos   80. 00 

Comida  para  (jiiinrc  empleados  á  $32.50  cada.uno   337.  50 

Cocinero,  por  mes   60.00 

Cocineros  asistentes,  dos  hombres   60. 00 

Combustible,  petróleo  y  gastos  incidentales,  etc.,  mensualmente   $50. 00 

27,000  barriles  mensualmente,  4  75  centavos  cada  uno   20,  250. 00 


Total  *  24.  ¿03.  50 


El  anterior  presupuesto  está  hecho  en  moneda  mexicana.  El 
período  de  la  zafra  es  de  tres  meses  aproximadamente,  o  hablando 
literalmente,  de  cien  días;  el  costo  total  de  la  zafra  sería  por  con- 
siguiente de  $83,018.34.  A  este  gasto  total  de  fabricación  se 
agrega  el  costo  de  cultivo  de  la  caña  y  su  entrega  en  el  batey, 
calculado  por  Mr.  Vannah,  en  $150,000;  de  modo  que  el  total 
de  gastos  de  la  zaíiia  en  un  ingenio  de  1,000  acres  es  de 
$233,018.34. 

Mr.  Vannah  calcula  la  producción  de  los  1,000  acres  en 

9,000,000  de  libras;  á  un  precio  n^uumo  de  seis  centavos  por 
libra,  estas  9,000.000  libras  darán  $5^40,000.  ó  sea  una  utilidad 
neta  de  $306.981.66.  Estas  cifras  acusan  el  enorme  provecho 
que  se  obtendría  de  la  industria  del  azúcar  en  México.  Además 
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de  este  provecho,  Mr.  Vanvah  calcula  que  podrían  obtenerse 

unos  $66.000  a:uial(  s  cie  la  venta  del  a^uarJit  ntt .  Mr.  Vannah 
preauponr  (1  costo  total  cie  cultivo,  fabricación  y  envase  del  azúcar 
e.n  2¡¿  centavos  pur  libra,  en  plata  mexicana. 


SANTO  DOMINGO. 

NUEVO  FERROCARRIL. 

El  19  de  agosto  último  fué  abierto  íomialniente  al  servicio 
público,  por  el  Presidente  de  la  República,  un  nuevo  ferrocarril 
entre  Puerto  Plata,  en  la  costa  norte  de  Santo  Domingo,  y  Santiago 

en  el  interior.  Hsra  línea  tiene  cuarenta  y  cinco  millar  de  exten- 
sión y  pasa  por  el  íertil  valle  de  Santiago,  rico  en  tierras  de  café  y 
cacao.  AuHcjue  esta  línea  no  tiene  mayor  importancia  si  se  la 
compara  con  ios  extensos  terrocarriies  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  no 
es  en  manera  alguna  insignificante  para  este  país,  porque  su  cons- 
trucción ha  sido  un  trabajo  de  años  y  en  el  corto  trayecto  que 
recorre  atraviesa  dos  cordilleras  de  montañas. 

Un  ingeniero  americano  ha  dirigido  esta  obra  en  la  cual  están 
interesados  capitales  europeos  y  americanos.  La  mayor  parte  de 
los  materiales  de  esta  empresa  vinieron  de  Europa  si  bien  algunos 
puentes  y  parte  del  material  rodante  fueron  importados  de  los  Esta- 
dos Unidos.  Una  compañía  americana  intitulada  San  Domingo 
Improvement  Company  explota  esta  línea,  la  cual,  según  el  Cónsul 
Grimke,  está  perfectamente  equipada.  Proyéctase  establecer  el 
servicio  de  tres  trenes  diarios  entre  Puerto  Plata  y  Santiago  con 
el  objeto  de  abrir  mercado  á  los  productos  del  valle  de  Santiago, 
comunicándolo  con  un  puerto  de  mar.  Los  principales  artículos 
colocados  de  esta  suerte  en  condiciones  favorables  para  la  exporta- 
ción son  café,  cacao,  cera  de  abejas,  cueros,  guayacán,  caoba,  palo 
águila,  palo  campeche,  etc. 

URUGUAY. 

EL  PRESlDEiNTE  CUESTAS, 

£1  Señor  Don  Juan  Lindolfo  Cuestas,  que  desempeña  la 

Presidencia  de  la  República  del  Uruguaya,  á  consecuencia  de  ía 
inesparada  muerte  del   Presidente  Idiarte    Borda,  nació  en 
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îa  dtidad  de  Paysandu  cn  julio  de  1835  de  padres  argentinos; 

P21  Señor  CuKSTAs  hace  muchos  anos  que  está  en  la  vicia  pública 
y  ha  desempeñado  puestos  de  jj^raii  representación  y  responsabilidad 
en  servicio  de  su  país.  Su  elevación  á  la  Presidencia  ha  recibido 
el  unánime  apoyo  y  la  aprobación  de  la  prensa  y  de  los  principales 
hombres  públicos  del  Uruguay. 

NUEVO  MINISTERIO. 

El  Ministerio  del  Uruguay,  tal  como  está  constituido,  es  como 

sigue  : 

Ministro  de  la  Gobernación,  Don  Etjuardo  MacEachen. 

Ministro  de  Hacienda,  Dr.  Juan  Campistfoui. 

Ministro  de  Fomento,  Don  Jacobo  Varela. 

Ministro  de  Guerra  y  Marina,  Teniente  General  L,  E,  Perez. 

Ministro  de  Relaciones  Exteriores,  Dr.  Mariano  Ferreira. 

Las  siguientes  cifras,  tomadas  de  datos  ohciales,  representan  el 
total  de  importaciones  y  exportaciones  del  Uruguay  en.la  primera 
mitad  del  año  1897: 

IMPORTACIÓN, 

Primer  trimestre  066»  958. 9S 

Segundo  trimestre   4, 304, 346. 30 

Total.   9, 271, 905. 28 

EXPORTACIÓN. 

Primer  trimestre   $9, 038, 322. 94 

Segundo  trimestre   8, 489»  711.  [9 

Total   17,527,944.13 

CARNE  Y  SUS  PREPARACIONES. 

El  Cónsul  Edgar  Schramm  comunica  de  Montevideo  al  De- 
partamento de  Estatio,  con  techa  27  de  agosto  de  1897,  datos 
interesantes  sobre  la  producción  y  exportación  cie  carnes  de  la 
República  del  Uruguay.  Sábese  por  «  ste  intornie  que  el  tasajo, 
que  es  la  producción  más  importante  de  la  industria  de  prepara- 
ción de  carnes,  es  exportado  en  su  totalidad  para  el  Brasil,  Cuba 
y  algunas  de  las  otras  Antillas.  Para  la  producción  de  este  artí- 
culo  que  constituye  el  principal  comestible  en  el  ramo  de  carnes 
en  el  Brasil,  se  beneficiaron  en  el  Uruguay,  durante  el  año  pasado, 
869,^00  reses,  de  las  cuales  402,600  tueron  beneficiadas  en  Mon- 
tevideo. 
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Ocupa  el  segundo  lugar  en  importancia  el  Extracto  Liebíg» 
para  cuya  preparacióri  se  consumen  anualmente  más  de  200,000 
reses.  Una  gran  compañía  anónima  explota  esta  industria;  esta 
compañía  tiene  sus  oficinas  en  Fray  Bcutos  y  su  capital  es  de 

;^"çoo.ooo.  Tan  lucrativa  es  t-sta  t-mpresa,  quL-  t-l  balance  de  la 
compañía  correspondicnte  al  año  1896-97,  acusa  la  respetable 
suma  de  $1 13.280,  1  \  chelines,  y  4  peniques.  Se  ha  establecido 
en  el  país,  y  en  competencia  con  esta  empresa,  otra  compañía  que 
sostiene  que  los  extractos  que  elabora  conservan  una  cantidad 
mayor  de  los  elementos  nutritivos  de  la  carne;  este  último  pro- 
ducto ha  tenido  gran  aceptación  en  los  mercados  de  Italia,  España, 
Inglaterra,  Estados  Unidos,  Argentina  y  otros  países.  Sostiénese 
que  en  ninguna  otra  parte  del  mundo  pueden  prepararse  estos 
extractos  de  carne  de  vaca  tan  baratos  y  tan  satisíactoriamente 
(lino  en  el  Uruguay,  en  donde  la  baratura  y  abundancia  de  la 
materia  prima  íavorecen  esta  industria. 

El  Cónsul  Schramm  coloca  en  cuarto  y  último  lugar  las  carnes 
en  conserva  que  se  embracan  para  países  extranjeros  y  que  con- 
sisten principalmente  en  lenguas  de  vaca  en  lata,  y  carne  de  car- 
nero y  de  otras  clases,  también  en  lata,  preparadas  según  el 
procedimiento  Apper  que  da  por  resultado  un  producto  análogo 
á  nuestra  carne  de  vaca  en  salmuera.  La  exportación  de  estos 
productos  durante  el  at"ío,  ascendió  á  1,13^5:08  kilos.  La  carne 
de  puerco  y  sus  preparaciones  no  se  exportan  en  absoluto,  pues 
apenas  hay  bastante  para  el  consumo  local. 


VENEZUELA. 

A-NALISIS  QUÍMICO  A  J¿ÜE  DEBERÁxN  SER  SO.METIDAS  LA 
MANTECA  Y  LA  MANTEQUILLA, 

Con  motivo  de  las  impurezas  y  sustancias  deletéreas  que  se  han 
encontrado  en  la  manteca  y  la  mantequilla  importadas  en  Vene- 
zuela, el  Gobiemo  ha  juzgado  necesario  disponer  que  dichos 
artículos,  á  su  llegada  á  las  aduanas  de  [^aís,  sean  sometidos  á  un 

análisis  químico  para  determinar  su  pureza. 

La  sií^uiente  relación  del  Director  del  Laboratorio  Nacional, 
enumera  la  serie  de  reacciones  á  que  habrá  de  ser  sometida  la 
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manteca  de  puerco  americana,  y  hi  ni.uucquilla  para  determinar 
su  pureza  á  los  etectos  de  la  ley  arancelaria  de  X'enezuela. 

1^  Absorción  del  iodo  (índice  de  Hübl)  referido  á  los  ácidos  grasos  totales: 
de  52  per  centum  á  69  per  centum  ó  bien  referido  á  la  materia  neutra,  para  lo 

cual  basca  multiplicar  lo?  nvimcros  anteriores  por  0.955. 

2".  Indice  de  saponilicación  (Rotistorfer)  en  miligramos  de  potasa  (KOH); 
de  IQ0.7  á  205.7  6  en  equivalente:  de  294.14  i  272.64. 

5".  hulic  c  de  Reichcrt-Meissl- Wolny  (R.  M.  W.):  de  0.4  á  0.6. 

4".  Punto  de  turbideü;  de  24  !  á  28'". 

5**.  Reacción  de  Becchi-Millian  y  reacción  de  Welmans  :  negativos. 
6*.  Saponificación  sulíQrica  (índice  de  Maumené): 

Absoluta:  de  25"!  á  jj^^z. 

Relativa:  de  6g'*S  i  93". 
7^.  Saturación  de  un  gramo  de  áddos  grasos  en  centímetros  cúbicos  de  soda 
normal  (NaOH)  de  3.58  á  3.68. 

8*,  Punto  de  fusión  de  los  ácidos  grasos:  de  37°5  á  45^8. 
9**.  Punto  de  solidifiación  de  los  mismos:  de  34°  á  42*7. 
10°.  Punto  de  fusión  de  la  materia  neutra:  de  28°  á  35°6. 
1 1**.  Punto  de  solidificación  de  la  misma:  de  24*^  á  32^6. 
12**.  Vapores  nitrosos  (Carllctct)  :  masa  sólida. 

13^.  Densidad  á  -f  75^  tomada  cun  la  balanza  Mohr:  de  0.913  á  0.916. 

Reacciones  de  la  mantequilla  : 

1^  Indice  de  KOttstorfer  :  en  miligramos  de  potasa  (KOH):  de  220  á  243.9 
6  en  equivalente:  2^5  i  230. 

2*.  Indice  de  R.  M.  W,  :  26  á  32. 
3».  Indice  de  HUbl:  26  i  35.5. 

4*.  Indice  de  Hehuer:  de  S  ;  á  'Rg. 

Punto  de  solidificación  de  los  ácidos  grasos  :  de  38°  á  40". 

En  una  ley  reciente  del  Congreso  de  Venezuela  se  dispuso  que 
todas  las  mezclas  de  manteca  y  la  oleomargarina,  que  primera- 
mente estaban  comprendidas  junto  con  la  manteca  pura  en  la  clase 
3.  fuesen  colocadas  en  la  clase  4  de  la  tarifa.  La  manteca  pura 
permanece  en  la  clase  3.  Los  derechos  aplicables  á  la  clase  3, 
según  U  tarifa,  son  de  23  céntimos  por  kilogramo;  los  de  la  clase 
4  son  de  75  céntimos. 

COMERCIO  DEL  DISTRICTS  CONSULAR  DE  CARACAS  DURANTE 

EL  AÑO  DE  1896. 

[BstrftctM  de  mi  infonae  ofidaL] 

MAQUINARIA. 

Hay  pocaá  fábricaâ  en  el  país,  y  ia  demanda  de  maquinaria  está  limitada  á  la 
cantidad  necesaria  para  el  servicio  de  minas  y  ferrocarriles.    Otros  artículos 


Digitized  by  Google 


8o4 


BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  REFUBLICS. 


ule«  como  instrnmencos  de  agricultura,  se  obdenen  mis  barato  y  mis  pronto  en 
k»  Estados  Unidos. 

.  MINeK.f  A. 

Recientemente  se  ha  sentado  la  maquinaria  para  la  explotación  de  una  mina 
de  oro,  bajo  la  dirección  de  ingenieros  ingleses.  I, as  acciones  se  están  colocando 
en  Lóndrcs  y  Paris.  La  compañía  se  denomina  "  Ciuarlco  dold  Mining  Com- 
pany, Limited,"  en  consideración  del  distrito  en  que  la  mina  está  situada. 

PCaaOCARRILES. 

El  Ciobicrno  ha  cancelado  la  garantía  del  7  por  ciento  del  capital  invertido 
por  las  diferentes  compañías,  con  bonos  de  la  nueva  deuda  de  50,000,000  de 
bolívares,  que  pagan  un  interés  de  5  por  ciento  anual.  Ha  comprado  además 
el  material  de  la  Compafila  Guanta,  limitada,  asi  como  los  muelles,  almacenes, 
camino  de  hierro,  y  minas  de  carbón  de  Naricual,  por  la  suma  de  1,500,000 
francos  en  bonos  de  dicha  deuda. 

IMFOaTACIONES. 

Las  siguientes  cifras  representan  el  valor  de  ias  importaciones  de  Puerto 
Cabello  : 


Del— 


Valor. 


Inglaterra  

AlcMiaiiia  

Estados  Unidos  de  América. 

Francia  

Fsp.itla  

Holanda  

Bélgica   

Italia   

Colombia  


Total  ... 
Contraen  1S95. 


s. 

tL 

190,  583 

15 

0 

137.  470 

5 

0 

132,  3Í» 

»7 

0 

ijo,  igo 

I 

0 

37.  608 

3 

0 

17.  702 

3 

0 

15.  750 

0 

0 

9,  726 

S 

0 

4. (W.3 

4 

0 

635.  4O2 

14 

0 

736,  869 

2 
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EXPORTACIONES. 

Las  exportaciones  del  mismo  puerco  fueron  : 


Cantidadei. 

Artículos. 

1S96.  lS9^ 

1 

Café  .. 
Cacao . 

Cueros 
Pieles . 
Quina. 


K  <!■■'!. 
15.  357.400 
376.444 
483.  275 

47.  i8a 
7.19a 


A't/os. 
14, 225,  307 

308,  a«7 

81?.  442 

85. 839 
14,008 
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MAftAGAIBO. 

En  general,  ei  afio  1896  no  fué  tan  próspero  como  el  de  1895,  debido  al 
aumento  de  competencia,  y  bajo  predo  del  café;  hay  exceso  en  la  oferta  7 
demasiado  acopio  de  mercancías.  Sin  embargo,  se  ha  progresado  mucho  en 
cuanto  á  las  facilidades  del  trasporte. 

FERROCARRILES. 

El  ferrocarril  de  La  Ceiba  se  ha  prolongado  hasta  Matatan,  ahricndo  a>í  al 
comercio  los  ricos  distritos  cafetaleros  de  Trujillo,  Bocono  y  Merida.  Los 
mulos  que  antes  se  empleaban  en  traer  el  café  de  las  montañas  á  Sabana  de 
Mendoza  tienen  ahora  que  acudir  á  partes  más  remotas  en  bttsca  de  carga,  pues 
el  ferrocarril  saK  a  va  gran  pane  de  la>  distancias. 

El  ferrocarril  de  Tachira  está  abierto  al  tráfico  de^de  Encontrado  hasta  La 
Fria.  Este  ferrocarril  no  tendrá  importancia  sino  cuando  llegue  á  Uraca,  al 
pié  de  las  muiuañas.  Después,  se  hará  fácil  la  conexión  con  el  distrito  de 
Tachira  y  el  estado  de  Santander  (República  de  Colombia),  evitando  asi  las 
demoras  de  la  comunicación  por  el  rio  Zulla  durante  la  estación  de  la  seca.  De 
este  suerte  se  establecerá  un  tráfico  considerable  con  los  puertos  mis  importantes 
tributarios  de  Maracaibo.  La  línea  llegará  pronto  á  Uraca,  pues  los  trabajos  se 
han  hecho  con  tanta  rapidez  que  ya  sólo  fiilta  la  colocación  de  los  rieles,  y  se 
espera  que  estos  lleguen  aquí  en  plazo  breve. 

CIUDAD   DE  MARACAIBO. 

La  ciudad  de  Maracúbo  se  está  extendiendo  más  y  más;  las  villas  á  lo  largo 
del  lago  se  han  incorporado,  y  se  les  ha  provisto  de  teléfonos,  luz  eléctrica  y 

tranvías. 

Se  ha  construido  un  extenso  y  sólido  muelle  de  carga  y  decarga  además  dcí  de 
atraque,  para  los  vapores  oceánicos  (de  11^  piés  de  calado),  que  no  pueJ.an 
llegar  á  Mar.icaibo  por  causa  del  banco  de  arena.  La  costosa  v  peligros  i  carga 
y  descarga  de  productos  y  mercancías  se  evita  de  esta  suerte,  pues  titJa  la 
descarga  se  hace  sobre  el  nuevo  muelle  de  donde  pasará  directamente  á  la  nueva 
aduana  que  será  un  ediñcio  espacioso  y  cómodo.  Este  edificio  lo  está  constru- 
yendo una  compaftfa  intitulada  "  Muelles  de  Maracaibo,"  que  al  efecto  celebró 
contrato  con  el  Gobierno.  A  los  veinte  aftos  desde  la  fecha,  el  muelle  y  con- 
strucciones serán  propiedad  del  Gobierno  de  Venezuela. 

La  correspondencia  de  Europa  á  Maracaibo  debiera  dirigirse  siempre  por  la 
vía  de  New  York,  y  desde  aquí  por  la  de  Red  D  Line,  pues  de  otra  suerte  las 
cartas  pueden  tardar  treinta  y  más  días,  en  vez  de  dieciocho  días  por  la  ruta 
indicada. 

Kn  1896  sólo  se  vió  una  bandera  inglesa  en  este  puerto  y  vinieron  muy  pcKOS 
buques  europeo'^,  porque  la  mayor  parte  de  !iv>  careamcntos  se  hacen  por  la  línea 
americana  de  vapores.  Red  D  Line,  con  un  incn  iniienti*  de  65  llegadas  y  salidas 
de  vapores.  Han  lleeauo  á  este  puerto  algunos  buques  de  vela,  como  puede 
verse  en  el  ititornie  Je  la  n.i\  et'  i'  i 'ui.  l  a  mavor  parte  de  estos  buques  regresan 
á  ens  puertosj  sus  puertos  cargados  de  madera  y  dividivi. 
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La  barra  interior  del  puerto,  "Tablazo,"  ofrece  una  profandidad  de  agua  un 
poco  mayor,  pues  $t  ha  descubierto  un  nuevo  canal,  pero  aun  a»i  sería  de  reco> 
mendarse  que  los  buques  no  cargasen  más  que  hasta  una  profundidad  de  ll% 
fáé»  ingleses  y  esto  sólo  en  cuanto  la  barra  exterior  del  puerto  lo  permitiera  al 

presente. 

La  navegación  del  lago  adíjuicrc  cada  día  mayor  importancia.  Pequeños 
vapores  comunican  la  estación  ferrocarrilera  de  L  i  Ceiba  con  Maiatan,  y  la  de 
Encontrados  con  La  Fria  y  Puerto  Villamizar  ;  este  último  es  un  puerto  colom- 
biano en  el  rio  Zulla. 

EXPORTACIÓN  DE  CAF¿. 

La  exportación  de  cáñ  aumenta  constantamente,  pues  cada  dia  se  plantan  mis 


y  más  cafetos  en  el  interior. 

ASoa. 

1 

Tbuêtadas. 

28.  212  /r,  74?,  Soo 
22.951       i,6(>D,  000 

1895  

NUEVA  LEY  DE  FERROCARRILES. 

Por  los  términos  de  la  nueva  ley  de  ferrocarriles  de  Venezuela, 
el  Ejecutivo  Nacional  queda  autorizado  para  contratar  la  cons* 
trucctôn  y  explotación  de  ferrocarriles  en  Ia  República.  El 

Gobierno  de  Ui  República  podrá  hacer  concesiones  hasta  por  el 
término  de  noventa  v  nueve  años,  v  pasados  estos  las  lineas  trrreas 
con  todo  su  material  fijo  y  rodante,  almacenes  y  oficinas  pairan  á 
ser  propiedad  nacional.  Estas  concesiones  podrán  ser  con  privi- 
legio exclusivo  hasta  por  el  término  de  cuarenta  años  según  se 
estipule  en  cada  una  de  ellas. 

Se  reserva  el  Gobierno  el  derecho  de  comprar  la  línea  y  su 
equipo  en  cada  concesión,  en  cualquiera  época  después  de  veinte 
y  cinco  años  de  haber  sido  terminada  y  abierta  oficialmente  al 
tráfico  público.  Para  efectuar  la  compra  dará  aviso  á  la  compa- 
ñía explotadora  con  seis  meses  de  anticipación.  Esta  compra  se 
hará  á  opción  del  Gobierno,  bien  por  avalúo,  pagando  una  prima  de 
20  por  ciento  sobre  el  valor  mercantil  de  la  empresa,  bien 
pagando  los  valores  en  que  esté  representado  su  capital,  con  una 
prima  de  10  por  ciento.  El  precio  de  la  compra  á  que  se  refiere 
este  artículo  se  pagará  á  la  compañía  en  el  acto  del  traspaso. 

Según  el  artículo  4®  los  ferrocariles  se  consideran  divididos  en 
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vías  provisorias  y  vías  definitivas.    Para  las  vías  provisorias  el 

ancho  entre  rielrs  será  de  75  centímetros  y  30  metros  el  radio 
mínimum  de  las  curvas.  Para  las  vías  definitivas  el  ancho  entre 
rieU  s  será  de  i  ni  07  (i  yarda,  6  pulgadas)  y  Ò0  metros  el  radio 
mínimum  de  las  curvas. 

Las  pendientes,  tanto  en  las  vías  provisorias  como  en  las  deñini- 
tivas  no  excederán  de  3  por  ciento,  salvo  el  caso  en  que  se  usen 
sistemas  especiales  de  adherencia. 

Según  el  artículo  f  el  Gobierno  Nacional  podrá  contribuir  á  la 
construcción  de  los  ferrocarriles,  que  á  juicio  del  Ejecutivo 
Nacional  sean  declarados  de  utilidad  pública,  con  la  entrega  de 
una  suma  de  dinero  por  cada  sección  de  20  kilómetros  completa- 
mente terminada.  Ksta  subvención  se  limita  á  10,000  bolívares 
por  kilómetro  para  vías  terreas  en  terrenos  planos;  2o»ooo  bolí- 
vares por  kilómetro,  para  vías  férreas  en  terrenos  algo  quebrados, 
y  30,000  bolívares  por  kilómetro  para  vías  férreas  en  terrenos  de 
de  montaña. 

Por  el  artículo  6^  el  contratista  queda  obligado  á  constituir  un 
depósito  de  50,000  á  100,000  bolívares  en  oro  ó  su  equivalente 

en  Deuda  Pública  de  V enezuela.  Este  depósito  se  devolverá  á 
los  contratistas  al  estar  terminada  y  recibida  por  el  Gobierno 
Nacional  la  primera  sección  de  20  kilómetros.  La  ley  requiere 
que  se  dé  comienzo  a  los  trabajos  dentro  de  un  cierto  término  esti- 
pulado, tiempo  que  en  ningún  caso  excederá  de  doce  meses  á  partir 
de  la  techa  de  la  aprobación  del  contrato.  También  se  fijará  la 
época  precisa  en  que  deba  la  línea  estar  terminada  y  abierta  al 
servicio  público. 

£1  contratista  queda  obligado  á  presentar  al  Gobierno  para  su 
aprobación,  los  planos  generales  de  la  línea,  y  los  planos,  perfiles 
longituílinales  y  secciones  transversales  definitivas  de  cada  sección, 
tres  meses  antes  de  dar  principio  á  los  trabajos.  Este  período  solo 
será  prorogablc  cuando  la  demora  liaya  sido  inevitable. 

Las  tarifas  de  pasajes  y  Hetes  se  harán  de  acuerdo  con  el  Gobierno 
Nacional,  quien  tendrá  el  derecho  de  reducirlas  cuando  los  pro- 
ductos líquidos  de  la  explotación  excedan  del  1 2  por  ciento  del 
capital  de  la  compañía.  Toda  controversia  de  parte  de  la  com- 
pañía será  sometida  á  la  decisión  de  árbitros. 

Según  el  artículo  11**  el  Gobierno  de  la  Repúblic  concederá  á 
las  empresas  ferrocarrileras  el  privilegio  de  expropiación  de  los 
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terrenos  que  se  necesiten  para  estaciones,  oficinas  y  almacenes, 
á  ambos  lados  de  la  línea,  y  la  comjxiñía  pagará  por  ios  mismos. 
Se  admitirán  libres  de  derechos  los  materiales,  máquinas,  herra- 
mientas, útiles  y  enseres  que  sean  necesarios  para  la  construcción  y 
explotación  de  la  línea  y  de  los  edificios  destinados  á  la  compañía, 
previo  el  cumplimiento  de  las  formalidades  usuales.  La  entrevia 
de  las  nuevas  líneas  será  del  mismo  ancho  que  la  de  las  antiguas 
líneas  con  que  aquéllas  conecten.  La  entrevia  más  angosta  que 
se  admita  será  de  i  metro  de  ancho  entre  los  ríeles. 

Todas  las  compañías  tendrán  su  domicilio  social  en  la  capital 
de  la  Republica  ó  en  la  ciudad  cabeza  de  su  línea,  con  un  represen- 
tante acreditado  en  la  capital  de  la  República,  sin  que  esto  impida 
que  puedan  tener  domicilio  social  en  el  extranjero. 

El  traspaso  de  la  propiedal  no  podrá  hacerse  sin  la  aprobación 
del  Gobierno. 


COMERCIO  MISCELANEO. 


REPUBLICA  ARGENTINA. 


Provincia  de  Buenos 


El  atea  sembrada  de  trigo  en  ta  Provincia  de  Buenos 
Aires,  es  igual  á  la  mitad  de  la  del  Reino  Unido  de  la 
Gran  Bretafia,  El  desarrollo  de  esta  industria  en  la  parte  conocida  con  el  nombre 
de  "  Provincia  Reina  de  la  Argentina  "  ha  sido  una  cosa  notable.  En  1 88 1  habla 
200,000  acres  sembrados  de  trigo;  en  1^(95  este  número  habla  ascendido  & 
900,oo0j  y  desde  entonces  el  cultivo  del  trigo  ha  venido  progresando  sin  inte- 
rrupción. Además  del  trigo,  cultívase  una  inmensa  cantidad  de  maíz  ;  el  cultivo 
de  esta  planta  cubre  un  area  de  cerra  de  2,000,000  de  arres.  T.a  cría  de  ganado 
vacuno  y  !anar  es  igualmente  de  gran  magniriui.     F.ii  h  inía  -,205,00o 

cabezas  de  ganado  vacuno,  50,000,000  de  carneros,  y  1,080,000  caballos. 


BRASIL. 

SI  Proyectado  Fcrrooarril  de  ""^  V"      ha  hecho  referencia  en  este  Boletín 

Madeira  y  Mamore.  ^  j^^  proyectos  de  construcción  de  un  ferrocarril  alrede- 
dor de  !o=;  rápidos  del  río  Madeira,  habiéndose  hecho  mérito  también  de  la 
importancui  Je  esta  empresa.  Sábese  ahora  que  Mr.  Auülfo  Baluvan  ha  hecho 
arrctjlus  dctinitivos  con  unos  capitalistas  ingleses  para  la  construcción  de  esta 
impurtauLc  obra.  Como  cs  bicu  iubidü,  el  río  Madeira  es  uiiu  Je  los  más  im- 
portantes tributarios  del  Amazonas,  y  ¿us  aguas  cabeceras  se  internan  en  los 
ríeos  y  vírgenes  bosques  de  hule  de  Bolivia  que  recientemente  están  llamando  la 
atención  en  grado  considerable. 
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ra«h0d«OamrX>*Karga  informe  de  fecha  reciente,  dirigido  al'Departa- 

«  «i  Ponteé  ftaato..  ,g^^^  Estado,  por  Mr.  Frakic  D.  Hiix,  cónsul  de  los 
Estados  Unidos  en  Santos,  se  comunica  que  la  barca  ¡Virginia,  al  solicitar  su 
despacho  recientemente  en  este  puerto,  tuvo  que  pagar  $300  por  derechos  de 
atraque.  Esta  dificultad  y  este  gasto  innecesario  surgieron  del  hecho  de  que 
la  carta  de  fletamento  sólo  contenia  la  cláusula  de  que  el  buque  no  quedará 
sujeto  ni  pago  de  derechos  de  "  carea  y  descarga.  "  F.l  Cónsul  Mr.  Hilu  acon<ícja 
á  los  capitanea  de  huqiies  con  oc-tino  al  puerto  de  Santos,  que  en  lo  adelante 
hagan  consignar  en  sus  fletamcntos  la  cláusula  de  "libre  de  derechos  de  atraque 
y  de  carpa  v  dc^cMrf a.** 

Tipo  de  Imprenta  jimarlcano  rccouocidü  por  impresores  del  Brasil  que  el  tipo 

•nía AaáflM dallar.  imprenta  americano  es  superior  al  que  se  fabrica  en 
otros  lugares,  y  que  setia  generalmente  empleado  si  no  fuera  por  un  defecto  que 
talvez  pueda  .remediarse  fScilmente.  El  tipo  americano  no  corresponde  en 
tamafio  al  de  otros  países,  pues  es  un  medio  punto  más  largo  y  la  altura  de  cada 
letra  es  un  tanto  mayor.  Esto  hace  que  el  referido  tipo  no  pueda  usarse  con 
los  de  otras  lenguas  que  corresponden  entre  si  en  cuanto  al  tamaño*  El  Vice- 
cónsul Berg,  que  comunica  esta  información  al  Departamento  de  Estado, 
sugiere  también  la  idea  de  que  los  fabricantes  de  tipos  de  los  Estados  Unidos  se 
«lispongan  á  fundir  tipos  apropiados  para  todos  los  idiomas,  incluyendo  las 
letras  acentuadas  y  las  varias  peculiaridades  alfabéticas  de  cada  idioma. 

Desde  que  quedó  sin  efecto  el  tratado  de  reciprocidad 
entre  los  Estados  Unidos  y  el  Brasil,  ha  venido  disminu- 
yendo la  importaciíMi  de  la  harina  americana,  y  promiiicjucs  importadores  de 
harina  en  el  Brasil  opinan  que  dentro  de  muy  pocos  años  aquel  producto  será 
completamente  reemplazado  por  la  harina  de  la  Argentina.  El  restablecimenio, 
desde  i**  de  enero  de  1^95,  del  derecho  de  10  por  ciento  sobre  la  harina  de  los 
Estados  Unidos,  ha  dado  un  gran  impulso  á  la  industria  de  la  Argentina,  asf  como 
á  los  molinos  locales  que  se  surten  de  trigo  en  la  Argentina  y  el  Uruguay.  Rio 
cuenta  con  uno  de  los  molinos  mas  grandes  y  modernos,  el  cual  puede  produdr 
60,000  toneladas  de  harina  por  afio.  Hay  aquí  otro  molino  con  una  capacidad 
productora  igual,  aproximadamente,  á  las  dos  terceras  del  nâmero  de  toneladas 
arriba  expresado. 

BOLIVIA. 

IfiMTOB  Proyecto»  âm  FtiTo*    Hacc  unos  cuantos  meses  que  el  Gobierno  de  Bolivia 

envió  al  campo  un  cuerpo  de  inccn'rcrns  con  el  objeto  de 
deicrininar  la  posibilidad  de  construcción  de  un  ícrrocarnl  de  Challapata  al 
rico  distrito  minero  de  CoUpicchaca,  Según  el  estudio,  la  línea  había  de  tener 
una  lííngitud  de  200  ki!()tnetri)?,  y  e!  costo  de  construcción  fué  presupuesto  en 
$3,oco,ooo-  Se  dice  que  el  Gobierno  se  ocupa  activamente  en  los  preliminares 
para  la  construcción  de  esta  importante  línea.  Un  representante  de  la  casa 
W.  R.  Grace  tt  Co.  de  New  York  está  en  Bolivia,  con  el  objeto  de  terminar 
las  negociaciones  para  la  construcción  de  una  corta  linea  ferrocarrilera  entre 
Desaguadero  y  La  Paz. 
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CHILE. 

d*  Im  IndwMa  Con  cl  propósito  de  dar  mayor  dcsarrulio  á  i;is  industrias 
àti 8lMi4t f M Aowo.  manufactureras  del  país,  cl  Gobierno  proveerá  dedicir 
$500,000  á  la  protección  de  las  manufacturas  de  hierro  y  acero.  De  la  mciicio- 
oada  cantidad»  se  concederán  por  concepto  de  premio  $1 20,000  i  un  sindicato 
americano  para  el  establecimiento  de  una  fundición  de  hierro.  El  resto  de  lot 
$500,000  será  distribuido  igualmente  á  medida  q^ue  se  vayan  presentando  oportu- 
nidades favorables.  Segân  investigaciones  oficiales,  existen  en  Cliile  minerales 
de  hierro  de  excelente  calidad  y  en  abundancia. 

Ha  presentado  ya  su  dictámen  la  Comisión  que  el  Senado 

El  Ferrocarril  Truandino. 

de  Chile  designó  con  el  objeto  de  que  hiciera  un  estudio 
minucioso  de  las  proposiciones  presentadas  por  unos  capitalistas  ingleses  para 
completar  la  sección  chilena  del  Ferrocarril  Trasandino  de  Tinguiririca  á  Villa 
Hermosa  en  los  Andes  argentino^;.  El  capital  del  sindicato  es  de  ^1, 60c, 000 
que  es  c!  doble  de  la  cantidad  prc'>iipue?ta  como  necesaria.  Se  solicita  del 
Gobierno  tina  garantía  de  4  por  ciento  sohre  ^500,000  para  cuando  cl  ferro- 
carril haya  .sido  terminado  v  esté  abierto  ai  servicio  público  entre  los  nuntos  ya 
nombrados.  Con  la  construcción  de  este  tramo,  que  comprende  80  kilómetros, 
quedará  terminada  la  linea  del  ferrocarril  trascontinental  que  comunicará  á  Val- 
paraiso, en  la  costa  del  Pacifico,  con  Buenos  Aires  en  la  del  Atlántico.  Se  pro-* 
yecta  construir  la  entrevia  de  la  misma  anchura  que  la  de  los  ferrocarriles  de 
Chile  y  la  Argentina  para  evitar  el  trasbordo  de  carga  y  pasajeros  en  las  estaciones 
terminales.  Espérase  que  el  viaje  de  océano  á  océano  (unos  1,000  kilómetros) 
pueda  hac  e  rse  en  29  horas  en  tren  expreso.  Contando  con  la  acción  &vorable 
del  Gobierno,  que  parece  ser  segura,  los  concesionarios  están  dando  pasos  para 
colocar  i  lo  largo  de  la  linea  haste  ia  boca  del  túnel,  2,000  trabajadores  con  los 
talleres  necesarios  y  chozas  de  vivienda. 
TjTi  Monada  Aimrl^™*ii ^  ^''^'  E^'j  vicecónsul  en  Antofogasta,  comunica  al 

Ohlla.  Departamento  Je  Estado  quc  los  americanos,  y  viajeros 

en  general,  pueden  atender  mejor  á  sus  intereses  comerciales  cii  Chile  con  moneda 
inglsa  que  con  oro  americano,  porque  la  primera  obtiene  siempre  un  tipo  de 
cambio  favorable,  mientras  que  la  moneda  de  oro  americano  es  muy  poco  cono- 
cida en  el  pals  como  no  sea  en  los  grandes  centros  comerciales  como  Valparaiso, 
y  en  los  pueblos  del  interior  su  venta  es  en  extremo  difícil. 

iTajmaa  ait  d  Vaavto       Trátase  en  el  Congreso  chileno  de  adoptar  una  medida 
daTiipuaiao.        conducente  á  mejorar  el  puerto  de  Valparaiso.    Se  pro- 
yecta votar  un  presupuesto  de  $13,000,000  para  la  obra,  y  se  emitirán  bonos 
por  aquella  cantidad,  al  5  por  ciento.    £1  proyecto  consiste  en  ahondar  el 
puerto  y  construir  extensos  diques  y  dársenas. 

Pia:i  i  e; -;r  ca  en  Congrcso  chílcno,  que  acaba  de  cerrarse,  votó  una 

.■u.j.xr.ii»o  jç^.  jn,torÍ7ando  al  municipio  de  Valparaiso  para  que 

conceda,  por  un  termino  cjiie  no  exceda  de  treinta  años,  c!  uso  de  las  calles, 
calzadas  y  plaza-,  de  aquella  ciudad  para  la  instalación  de  la  luz  eléctrica  y  de  un 
sistema  de  tramvias  movidos  por  ¡a  electricidad. 
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COLOMBIA. 

I  doi  Oobro  d*  loi      Un  decTcto  del  Presidente  Ca&o  ha  dispuesto  la  suspen- 
ddOafi.  si6n  del  cobro  de  derechos  de  exportación  del  cafê  por 

los  puertos  colombianos,  desde  el  i"  de  agosto  de  1897.  Este  impuesto  de  $1.66 
por  cada  50  kilógramos  (1 10.2)  libras),  ha  estado  en  rigor  por  más  de  dos  afios. 
Era  un  impuesto  sobre  la  exportación  y  consumo  del  caft. 

  £1  Cónsul  Smythb  comunica  de  Cartagena  que  ha  libado 

á  aquel  puerto  el  primer  vapor  de  la  nueva  línea  entre 
dicho  puerto  y  Mobila,  Ala.  Estos  vapores  harán  viajes  quincenales  y  cargarán 
pino  de  tea  y  otros  productos  de  Mohüa,  haciendo  io>  viajes  de  regreso  con 
cargamentos  de  plátanos  de  Cartagena  }■  Bocas  del  Toro.  E-^ra  línea  de  vapores, 
que  ha  sido  establecida  ÍKijo  los  auspicios  de  la  SnvJer  Banana  Compaiiv,  ofrecerá, 
si  la  empresa  tiene  éxito,  un  excelente  servicio  de  correos  entre  Cartagena  y  ios 
Estados  Unidos. 

■  COSTA  RICA. 

Smehot  Bobw  Uta  Ma-  Toda  la  madera  destinada  á  la  construcción  en  Limón 
twlalM  d«  Oonitroecidn.  ^,  p^ntarcnas  ha  sido  admitida  libre  de  derechos  de 
importación  Jurante  lo>  dos  últimos  años,  por  virtud  de  un  decreto  legisla- 
tivo. Habiendo  expirado  lo<:  dos  afíos  en  29  de  julio  último,  ci  (Tobicrno, 
reconciendo  lus  grandes  beneficios  que  reporta  á  la  República  la  baratura  de  los 
materiales  de  construcción,  ha  expedio  un  decreto  suplementario  por  el  cual,  si 
bien  no  se  mantiene  lo  exención  absoluta  de  derechos  en  favor  de  los  materíaíes 
mencionados,  quedan  dichos  derechos  reducidos  á  cifras  mucho  mis  bajas  que 
las  que  antes  se  pagaban.  El  decreto  fija  los  derechos  de  importación  sobre  las 
tablas,  vigas  y  viguetas  en  ^5  por  cada  1,000  piés  cuadrados  de  super* 
fide  de  1  pulgada  de  grueso.  La  madera  destinada  ft  trabajos  de  ebanistería, 
asf  como  las  puertas  y  marcos  de  ventanas,  ya  sean  con  bisagras  y  cerraduras  ó 
sin  ellas,  pagará  $10  por  cada  1,000  piés  cuadrados  de  superficie  de  i  pulgada 
de  grueso. 

MÉXICO. 

Una  compañía  americana  de  navegación  ha  inaugurado 

Na«vm  XiÍJi«a  d«  Vapores.        ,  '  0-0 

recientemente  una  nueva  línea  de  vapores  entre  San  Fran- 
cisco (California)  y  los  puertos  mexicanos  del  Pacíñco.    Esta  línea  hará  el 

servicio  de  comunicación  entre  San  Francisco  y  los  siguientes  puertos  :  Ensenada 
de  Todos  los  Santos,  San  Quintín,  San  Jose  del  Cabo,  Mazatlán,  San  Blás,  Man- 
zanillo, Acapulco,  Puerto  Angel,  Salina  Cru7,  Tonala  v  San  Benito.  Espérase 
que  los  agricultores  de  los  Estado?  de  Sonora,  Sinaloa,  Colima,  Oaxaca  y  Chia- 
pas SC  apro\  echarán  de  este  nuevo  medio  de  transporte  del  comercio  marítimo 
en  la  costa  del  Pacifico. 

NICARAGUA. 

AttMDd«llapi>«.towbr«         "Diario  Oficial"  de  agosto  5  de  1897  publica  un 
la  ExportaciAn  d«  Oro.    decreto  por  el  cua!  "^e  aumenta  5  $1  oro  por  onza  sobre 
el  oro  en  pepitas,  y  $3  oro  por  el  oro  en  polvo,  el  impuesto  sobre  el  oro  que  se 
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exporte  de  Ia  República  de  Nicaragua.  Hasta  el  presente,  los  derechos  de  expor- 
tación han  sido  de  ocho  centavos  por  onza  (55>44  centavos  en  moneda  de  los 
Estados  Unidos).  En  con-^ecuencia  de  este  impuesto,  los  sindicato*  que  explotan 
las  mina«  de  oro  del  c>tc  de  Nicaragua  lian  decidido  presentar  una  petición  al 
Gobierno,  cítahleciendo  cl  iicchu  de  que  ellos  comenzaron  su^  trabaji^s  é  impor- 
taron sus  valiosas  maquinarias  bajo  circuastancias  tan  diferentes  á  las  actuales, 
que  cl  presente  aumento  casi  ó  por  completo  paralizará  sus  empresas.  En  este 
documento  se  solicita  la  pronta  reducción,  á  ser  posible,  de  a<^uel  impuesto.  El 
Cónsul  O'Haiia  comunica  ^ue  en  el  affo  que  terminó  el  30  de  junio  de  1896,  el 
valor  de  los  cargamentos  fué  de  $1 37,929. 14  moneda  de  los  Estados  Unidos. 
En  el  affo  fiscal  de  1S97,  las  exportaciones  ascendieron  á  $169,565.55,  un 
aumento  de $3 1,636. 14. 
Loa  ooxiMrciantos  EidfM  ScgjSoi  infofoies  de  Mr.  M.  J.  CLAitCY,  los  comerciantes 
io«  Faco*  «a  Oro.  Bluefields  kan  decidido  exigir  el  pago  en  oro  en  todas 

las  transacciones  al  crédito.  Los  precios  serán  dados  en  plata,  pero  al  tiempo 
de  hacerse  el  pago  sólo  se  recibirá  oro  ó  su  equivalente. 

SANTO  DOMINGO. 

oonoMito  de  Crédito  â  máa  CÓnsul  GuinKB  comuníca  de  Santo  Domingo  que  los 
Ltf  |v  piaso.  comerciantes  americanos  han  dado  un  paso  en  la  debida 
dirección  al  conceder  á  las  casas  de  comercio  dominicanas  crédito  por  dos  6 
cuatro  meses,  en  lugar  del  plazo  de  tres  meses  a  que  antes  estaba  limitado.  Esta 
extensión  de  los  plazos  de  crédito  es  aun  menor  que  la  de  los  comerciantes 
europeos  que  conceden  plazos  de  seis  à  nueve  meses,  los  cuales  son  considerados 
por  personas  peritas  en  el  comercio  como  la  base  del  éxito  que  los  europeos 
obtienen  en  los  mercados  de  la  América  del  Sur  y  las  Antillas. 

B»cargo  «obre  los  Derecho.     En  9  de  agosto  áltimo  se  impuso  ttu  nucvo  rccargo  de 
d*Adam.         ^        ciento  sobre  el  total  de  ingresos  de  las  aduanas 
de  la  República,  el  cual  ha  de  cobrarse  sobre  el  total  de  los  derechos  de  impor» 
tación  y  exportación. 

ESTADOS  UNIDOS. 

Huevo  Mercado  par.  el     ^egún  informes,  se  está  dando  gran  preferencia  en  los 
Hiam.  países  de  la  América  Central  al  empleo  del  hierro  en  la 

construcción  de  casas.  Cinco  afios  ha,  el  uso  de  aquel  material  era  desconocido, 
y  hoy,  en  la  ciudad  de  Guatemala  solamente,  hay  más  de  cien  casas  construidas 

con  vigas  de  hierro.  En  la  ciudad  de  San  Salvador  >c  7ki  adoptado  este  metal 
como  el  más  resistente  en  los  temblores  de  tierra.    £1  hierro  corrugado  también 

se  está  usando  mucho  para  techos.  En  la  reconstrucción  de  la  ciudad  de  Guaya-  , 
quil,  Ecuador,  que  fué  casi  totalmente  destruida  por  un  fuego  hace  más  de  un  año, 
se  (.•>tán  ii-íituyendo  las  antiguas  estructuras  de  madera  por  casas  construidas 
parcialmente  de  hierro.  Sería  Je  importancia  para  los  intereses  de  lo^  comer- 
ciante- amc  ric  atio>  estudiar  las  condiciones  de  este  mercado  para  la  cuiocauón  de 
los  producios  de  sus  fábricas. 
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RELAÇÕES  COMMi: RCIAES  ENTRE  OS  PAIZES 

americanos.  V.» 

A  COSTA  SEPTENTRIONAL  DA  AMERICA  DO  SUL. 

No  Boletim  do  mez  de  Outubro  estudámos  as  relações  cominei^ 
ciaes  dos  Estados  Unidos  com  o  Mexico,  a  America  Central  e  as 
Antilhas.    Na  ordem  geographica,  tanto  como  na  proximidade 

de  relações  commerciaes,  segue-se  a  costa  septentrional  da  America 
do  Sul,  coniprchcndcndo  as  Republicas  de  Columbia  e  dc  V'^cne- 
'/ucla  c  as  colonias  de  Curaçáo,  Trinidad  v  as  tres  Ci u vanas.  Um 
lance  de  olhos  sobre  o  mappa  do  hemispherío  occidental  revelará 
Ímmediatamcnte  o  tacto  de  que  as  vantagens  na  posição  dos 
Estados  Unidos  na  concurrencia  para  o  commercio  do  Mar  dos 
Carahibas»  que  são  tão  notáveis  em  relação  ao  Mexico,  á  America 
Central  e  ás  Antilhas,  extendem-se  a  toda  a  linha  da  costa  da 
America  do  Sul  no  Mar  dos  Carahibas.  Una  linha  tirada  de 
New  York  para  o  sul  pela  derrota  de  oeste,  entre  Cuba  e  Haiti, 
irá  dar  mais  ou  menos  perto  do  porto  de  Carthagena  na  costa  do 
norte  de  Columbia.  Outra  linha  de  New  York  na  liirecçào 
sudeste  pela  derrota  de  Mona,  entre  Haiti  e  Puerto  Rico,  irá  dar 
a  Laguaira,  porto  de  mar  dc  Caracas,  capital  de  V^ene^uela. 
Terceira  linha,  mais  inclinada  para  leste,  marca  a  derrota  de  New 

♦o  primeiro  artigo  desta  serie  íoi  publicado  no  Bol£tim  Mensal  de  Julho  de  ibyy. 
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energia  e  capital  norte  americanos  qur  c onsrruiram  a  estrada  dç 
ferro  interoceánica,  de  Colon  a  Panamá,  lia  perto  de  meio  S(  (  ulo.  A 
terminação  do  Canal  do  Panamá,  si  se  vier  a  realizar,  apesar  de  ter 
sido  a  obra  iniciada  e  estar  agora  sendo  feita  pelos  fiancezes  con» 
tribuiría  principalmente  para  o  desenvolvimento  das  relações  com- 
merciaes  com  os  Estados  Unidos.  A  Columbia  é  tida  como  rica 
em  depósitos  mineraes  e  capaz  de  immensa  producçâo  de  café, 
cacao,  tabaco,  fibras  e  outros  productos  agrícolas,  que  encontram 
fácil  mercado  a  preços  remuneradores  nos  listados  Unidos. 

A  quota  dos  Estados  Unidos  110  comnit  rcio  da  Colombia  não 
i  a  í|ue  devtria  ser  nem  a  que  poderia  facilmente  vir  a  ser.  Nos 
últimos  annos  a  P  rança,  devido  sem  duvida  aos  seus  largos  dis- 
pendios com  o  Canal  de  Panamá,  tem  occ upado  o  primeiro  lugar, 
vindo  a  Inglaterra  em  segundo  e  os  Estados  Unidos  em  terceiro. 
Quasi  metade  das  exportações  da  Gr&-Bretanha  para  a  Columbia 
é  em  fazendas  de  algodão,  na  manu&ctura  das  quaes  são  os  Esta* 
•  dos  Unidos  tão  notáveis.  Com  o  esforço  necessário  a  maior*  parte 
deste  corniiierc-io  podia  ser  transferida  para  os  listados  Unidos,  em 
troca  de  productos  da  Columbia,  que  os  Estados  Unidos  poderiam 
facilmente  absorver.  Os  alf^íiT^ismos,  porem,  do  anno  passado 
mostram  ganho  satisfactorio  para  os  Estados  Unidos,  quer  na 
exportação  quer  na  importação.  As  exportações  para  a  Columbia 
cresceram  de  $2,784*634  em  1894  a  $3,382,588  em  1896,  e  as 
importações  de  $1,338,283  a  $4,843*2^6,  sendo  o  ganho  nesta 
ultima  principalmente  em  café,  em  couros  e  em  pelles,  devido  a 
mudanças  na  tarifa  dos  Estados  Unidos — ^ñicto  significativo  para 
o  valor  de  concessões  reciprocas  no  commercio  latino-ann  ricano. 

(Xs  principacs  obstáculos  ao  desenvolvimento  do  commercio 
dos  Estados  Unidos  actualmente  parece  serem  os  preços  mais 
caros  de  certos  artigos,  em  comparação  com  os  similares  europeus, 
e  08  firetes  mais  Ixüxos  entre  os  portos  latino-americanos  e  os 
europeus,  não  obstante  serem  as  distancias  entre  alguns  desses 
portos  o  triplo  da  distancia  dos  Estados  Unidos.  Que  estes  em- 
baraços são  apenas  temporarios,  parece  obvio  em  vista  do  facto 
que  os  fabricantes  norte  americanos  estão  agora  vendendo  seus 
productos  em  concurrencia  com  os  fabricantes  europeus  nos  pro- 
prrios  mercados  destes.  provavelmente  apenas  uma  questào  de 
tempo  vér  uma  rivalidade  semelhante  sahir  ao  encontro  dos  P^uro- 
peus  na  America  do  Sul,  sob  condições  muito  menos  desfãvora- 
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VCÎS  aos  Estados  Unidos.  O  problema  de  transporte  barato  e 
rápido  torna-sc  de  sunima  niiportanria  para  tal  concurrencia,  e 
anfes  que  os  Estados  Uni(los  criem  unia  marinha  mercante  sulfi- 
ciente  no  Mar  dos  Carahibas,  nao  podem  esperar  a  inversão  das 
condições  presentes. 

Venezuela  é  a  Republica  da  America  do  Sul,  que  recentes 
acontecimentos  políticos  parece  terem  assignalado  proeminente- 
mente para  a  mais  estreita  intimidade  e  commercto  com  os  Estados 
Unidos.  A  asseveração  do  principio  vital — ^a  America  para  os 
Americanos — ífeita  cm  seu  favor  contra  as  pretenções  da  maior 
potencia  niaritinia  do  mundo,  suscitou  naturalmente  um  senti- 
mento mais  amistoso  no  povo  de  Venezuela  pelos  Estados  Unidos, 
e  está  só  nas  müos  dos  capitalistas  e  commerciantes  deste  paiz  o 
aproveítarem-se  da  boa  vontade  nacional  para  cultivar  emprezas  c 
negocios,  que  redundariam  em  vantagens  reciprocas.  Desde  que 
cessaram  os  direitos  retaliatorios,  impostos  pelos  Estados  Unidos 
sobre  o  café  e  os  couros  de  Venezuela,  tem  havido  notável  aug- 
mento de  commercio,  e  um  accordo  equitativo  de  tarifs  para  a 
troca  de  productos  poria  indubitavelmente  o  commercio  das  duas 
Republicas  cm  uma  base  permanente  de  prosperidade  A  admi- 
nistrarão do  Presidente  Ckkspo  deu  a  Venezuela  um  periodo  de 
desenvolvimento  pacifico,  cjue  produziu  os  mais  felizes  resultados, 
os  quaes  promettem  continuar.  A  acção  recente  da  Associação 
Nacional  de  Manu^tureiros  dos  Estados  Unidos,  mandando  um 
representante  seu  a  Caracas  para  estabelecer  allt  uma  agencia,  c 
o  primeiro  passo,  devemos  esperar,  de  um  movimento  serio  para 
colher  beneficios  prácticos  das  condições  excepcionalmente  Êivo- 
raveis  que  agora  existem. 

Os  Estados  Unidos  no  passado  tomou  o  maior  volume  dos 
liruiluctos  mais  importantes  de  \  enezuela,  e  está  tazendo  o  mesmo 
tie  novo.  Venezuela,  tie  sua  parte,  importaria  dos  Estados  Unidos 
a  maior  parte  daquiUo  de  que  precisa,  si  estes  lhe  oferecessem 
quanto  a  preços,  prazos  de  credito,  taxa  de  fretes,  etc.,  termos 
tão  Êivoraveis  como  a  Europa  ofTerece.  Os  Estados  Unidos 
compram  agora  de  Venezuela  annualmente  cerca  de  $10,000,000 
de  productos,  e  vendem-lhe  cerca  de  $4,000,000.  É  muito  pro- 
vável que  estes  algarismos  podessem  ser  balançados  si  os  Estados 
Unidos  mostrassem  esforços  concertados  e  enérgicos  quanto  a 
artigos  manutacturados,  nos  quaes  teem  tào  claramente  demon- 
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strado  sua  superiorKiat-le.  A  Grà-Hret.uili.i  u^m  vendido  a  Vene- 
zuela grande  quantidade  de  ta/eiuias  de  algodão,  machinas, 
instrumentos  e  terranienta,  que  os  Estados  Unidos  se  acham 
agora  em  condições  de  supprir.  Em  um  relatório  recentemente 
publicado,  o  Consul  inglez  em  Caracas  admitte  que  certos  artigos, 
taes  como  instrumentos  agrícolas,  ^^são  obtidos  mais  barato  e 
mais  depressa  dos  Estados  Unidos." 

Ha  também  procura  para  apparelhos  de  mineração  e  material 
para  estradas  de  ferro,  que  os  Estados  Unidos  podem  muito  bem 
íornecer  em  concurrencia  coni  qualquer  pai/,  l'^m  tecidos  de 
algodão,  chitas  e  ta/nula  em  peças  a  Inglaterra,  dizem-nos,  ainda 
mantém  sua  superioridade  ;  mas  o  emprehendimento  recente  da 
Associação  Nacional  de  Manufactureiros  talvez  traga  como  um 
de  seus  resultados  a  derivação  deste  importante  ramo  de  com- 
mercio  para  os  £stados  Unidos.  £  com  os  AllemSes  e  nâo  com 
os  Inglezes  que  os  Estados  Unidos  teem  de  luctarem  Venezuela. 
As  ñrmas  mais  importantes  no  paiz  são  AUemãs  e  sua  industria  e 
perseverança  em  se  assimilarem  á  população  e  cm  se  &mi!íarízarem 
completamente  com  os  costumes  locaes  e  usos  commerciaes  os 
tornam  poderoso  tacror.  que  deve  ser  levado  em  conta. 

Capital  AUemào  tem  sido  largamente  empregado  em  \  enezuela, 
e  é  somente  por  meio  de  semelhante  liberalidade  e  pertinacia  que 
os  manuiâctureiros  e  exportadores  dos  Estados  Unidos  podem 
esperar  tirar  partido  da  indubitável  predilecção  por  .seu  paiz. 
Sentimento  e  communhão  de  interesses  políticos  valem  muito  nas 
relações  commerciaes,  mas  só  quando  activo  esforço  lhes  serve 
de  supplemento.  A  mator  parte  de  nav(  gaçào  a  vapor  em 
Venezuela,  ao  contrario  do  que  succède  cum  os  outros  paizes  da 
America  do  Sul,  faz-se  sob  a  bandeira  dos  Estados  Unidos;  a 
linha  Rf'i\  I  ),  cjue  navega  entre  Maracaibo  e  New  York,  regis- 
trou, em  1896,  65  chegadas  c  sabidas  de  \  apores.  Durante  esse 
anno  nenhum  vapor  de  outra  nacionalidade  apparece  no  movi- 
mento do  porto,  donde  aliás  sahiram  1  Inglez,  3  Norte  Ameri- 
canos, 23  HoUandezes  e  140  navios  de  vela  Venezuelanos.  Este 
é  um  agradável  espectáculo  para  os  Estados  Unidos  e  mostra  o 
que  se  pode  fazer  em  todos  os  pontos  do  Mar  dos  Carahibas. 

A  ilha  de  Trinidad,  colonia  ingleza,  situada  de  fronte  do  delta 
do  (  )rinoco,  a  grande  estrada  fluvial  de  Venezuela,  pareceria  á 
primeira  vista  constituir  uma  ameaça  do  desenvolvimento  das 
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relações  commcrciaes  com  os  Estados  Unidos;  mas,  semelhante  a 
outras  dependencias  europeias  no  Mar  dos  Carahibas,  tem  seu 

mercado  natural  tanto  como  o  seu  ponto  mais  conveniente  de 
supprimentos  nos  lístiulos  Unidos.  O  ultinu)  relatório  colonial 
de  Trinidad  á  Secretaria  das  Relações  Exteriores  da  Grà-Bretanha, 
em  data  de  17  de  Julho  de  1897,  mostra  que  Trinidad  ini|H)rta 
dos  Estados  Unidos  quasi  metade  do  que  importa  da  Grá-Bretaiiha. 
A  ilha  exporta  para  os  Estados  Unidos  quasi  dous  terços  do  que 
exporta  para  a  Grã-Bretanha.  As  importações  de  Trinidad  sobem 
em  algarismo  redondo  a  cerca  de  $12,000,000,  e  as  exportações  a 
cerca  de  $1 1,000,000. 

Ver-se-ha  portanto  que  o  seu  commercio  é  muito  valioso,  e  com 
o  augmento  das  facilidades  de  transporte  e  com  o  cultivo  das 
relações  já  existentes,  os  Estado^  Unidos  podem  ra/oavclmente 
esperar  absorver  gradualmente  a  maior  parte  dellc,  em  connexão 
com  o  desenvolvimento  do  seu  commercio  com  Venezuela.  Trini- 
dad importa  mais  de  $5,000,000  de  artígos  manufacturados^  c 
perto  da  mesma  importancia  em  animaes  vivos  e  provisões.  As 
suas  principaes  exportações  consistem  em  assucar,  cacao  e  asphalto. 
Cerca  de  tres  quartas  partes  do  asphalto  já  é  tomado  pelos  Estados 
Unidos,  que  também  consomem  mais  de  metade  da  producçào  de 
assucar,  e  cerca  dc  um  quinto  cia  exportação  de  cacao. 

Tanto  Venezuela  como  as  Guyanas  abrem  tentadoras  oppoi  fu- 
nidades  ao  espirito  emprclicndedor  e  aos  capitães  norte-anicrica- 
nos  no  desenvolvimento  da  industria  de  mineração  auriíera,que  se 
acha  localizada  principalmente  no  territorio  disputado  por  Vene- 
zuela e  pela  Guyana  Ingleza.  Cidadãos  dos  Estados  Unidos  figu- 
raram no  numero  dos  primeiros  exploradores  de  minas  de  ouro 
nesta  região.  Não  resta  duvida  acerca  da  grande  riqueza  dos 
depósitos  de  ouro.  Pensa-se  agora  ser  mais  do  que  provaval 
existir  alli  o  Eldorado,  que  em  vào  buscou  Sir  Walter  Raí  í  igh 
e  outros  aventureiro^  ha  mais  dc  dous  stculos.  Seja  como  tor,  c 
tacto  bem  averiguado  que  o  ouro  existe  em  quantidade  remunera- 
dora em  varias  partes  da  regiào  da  Guyana,  e  que  alli  haverá 
indubitavelmente  incentivos  nào  só  a  emprezas  de  mineração, 
mas  também  para  a  venda  de  machinismo  para  minerar  e  outros 
supprimentos,  e  com  o  influxo  da  immigração,  attrahida  pelo  ouro^ 
procura  de  grande  variedade  de  artigos  manu&cturados. 
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A  Guyana  Ingleza  já  importados  Estados  Unidos  de  um  terço 
a  uma  metade  do  que  importa  da  GrãrBretanha.  £m  1896 
exportou  para  os  Estados  Unidos  perto  de  dous  terços  da  sua 
exportação  para  a  Grâ-Bretanha.    Os  Estados  Unidos  tomaram 

mais  do  que  o  dobro  de  seu  assucar,  principal  producto  agrícola 
da  regiào,  do  que  a  Gr;i-I)r<  t:iii}ia.  A  tlitierença  na  exportação 
é  devida  na  realidade  á  prodiK  çào  de  ouro,  que  foi  exclusivamente 
para  a  Gri-Brctanha,  subindo  em  1896  a  mais  de  $2,000,000. 
Subtraída  a  exportação  de  ouro  do  total,  os  Estados  Unidos  con- 
somem mais  productos  agrícolas  da  Guyana  Ingleza  do  que  a 
mãe^patria. 

Quasi  como  em  toda  a  parte  no  Mar  dos  Carahibas,  pode-se 
dizer  que  os  Estados  Unidos  occupam  lugar  secundario,  só  por 

falta  de  esforços  apropriados.  Já  nâo  é  mero  assumpto  de  espe- 
culação pensar  no  que  se  poderá  íacilmentc  conseguir  no  desen- 
volvimento das  relações  commerciaes  com  toda  esta  região,  pois 
os  iactos  citados  e  os  algarismos  minuciosos  da  t  staristica  estão 
mostrando  que,  sem  acçilo  (  on  enada  da  parte  dos  éibricantes  e 
exportadores  dos  Estados  Unidos,  mas  simplesmente  pelas  ten- 
dencias naturaes  do  commercio,  o  commercio  de  todos  estes  paizes 
gravita  constantemente  em  tomo  dos  Estados  Unidos. 

Os  elementos  de  successo  futuro  na  utilisaçâo  das  relações  geo- 
graphicas,  politicas  e  económicas,  que  já  tendem  tão  fortemente  para 
uma  comni unhão  de  interesses  entre  os  Estados  Unidos  e  toda  a 
região  do  llardos  Carahibas,  são  ao  meu  ver: 

I.  O  cuidadoso  arranjo  das  relações  aduaneiras  poi  meio  de 
accordos  de  reciprocidade  que  garantam  a  cada  uma  das  partes  o 
consumo  pela  outra  de  todos  os  seus  productos  que  são  necessários 
e  nâo  entram  em  concurrencia  com  os  productos  domésticos. 

II.  O  rápido  desenvolvimento  dos  meios  de  communicação  pelo 
estabelecimento  de  linhas  regulares  de  vapores  velozes,  com  grande 
capacidade  para  frete,  possuidos  e  tripolados  por  cidadãos  de  alguma 
das  Republicas  Americanas,  sob  cujas  bandeiras  devem  navegar. 

III.  A  adaptação  dos  systemas  de  conuiiercio  c  manufacturas 
dos  Estados  Unidos  aos  costumes  e  gostos  das  différentes  loca- 
lidades. O  que  servir  ao  Mexico  pode  ser  inutil  para  V enezuela; 
artigos  que  podem  ser  vendidos  com  vantagem  no  Haiti  podem 
accumular-se  nos  balcões  dos  negociantes  da  Columbia  ou  das 
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Guyanas.  Algumas  das  ilhas  do  Mar  dos  Carahibas  dependem 
quasi  absolutamente  dos  Estados  Unidos  para  o  fornecimento  de 
certas  provisões,  ao  passo  que  a  costa  septentrional  da  America 
do  Sul  deseja  machinas  aperfeiçoadas,  material  para  estradas  de 

ferro,  instrumentos  agrícolas,  fazencias  li*  al^'odùo,  etc. 

Solvidos  os  tr(s  prohl<  in:i>  acima,  não  sc  pode  duvitlar,  cm 
minha  opiniào,  da  rápida  expansão  do  commercio  dos  Estados 
Unidos  desde  o  Rio  Grande  ao  longo  de  toda  a  costa  do  Mexico, 
da  America  Central  e  da  parte  do  norte  da  America  do  Sul  até 
os  limites  orientaes  da  Guyana  Franceza,  incluindo  as  ilhas  do 
Mar  dos  Carahibas.  O  momento  c  opportuno  para  tal  desenvol- 
vimento e  expansão  do  commercio  americano  entre  os  povos 
americanos,  pois  as  mudanças  nas  condições  politicas  no  hem  is- 
pherio  occidental  coincidem  felizmente  com  o  notavrl  despertar 
do  intt  r(  >sc  que  os  Estados  Unidos  mostram  no  connnercio 
latino-americano.  Importantes  e  influentes  ass(K:iações  commer- 
ciaes  estão  também  instando  por  acção  immediata  dos  Estados 
Unidos  para  eníirentar  a  crescente  rivalidade  da  Europa. 

Por  exemplo,  um  relatório  recente  de  uma  commissão  da  Asso- 
ciação Nacional  de  Manu&ctureiros  dos  Estados  Unidos  diz: 
Dentro  em  pouco  tempo  será  ocioso  discutir  a  questão.  A 
campanha  deve  ser  iniciada  agora,  do  contrario  este  commercio 
sahirá  para  .  cmpre  das  mãos  dos  Estados  Unidos  e  as  crescentes 
neccssidailcb  dos  paizes  ao  sul  dos  listados  Unidos  serào  suppri- 
das  pela  Europa."  Si,  porem,  os  Estados  li  nidos  resolutamente 
se  embarcarem  nesta  grande  empreza  commercial,  podem  encarar 
o  ítituro  com  uma  confiança  perfeitamente  justificada  pelas  con- 
dições que  me  esforcei  por  tomar  claras,  e  pelo  recente  successo 
na  concurrencia  no  seu  próprio  territorio  com  as  principaes  nações 
industriaes  do  globo. 
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outras  despezas,  e  isto  dará  em  resultado  definitivo  um  deficit  de 
481236  contos  para  este  anno  fiscal. 

Guanto  ao  exercicto  corrente,  ao  Ministro  da  Fazenda  eram 

apenas  conhecidos  os  algarismos  dos  primeiros  tres  mezes  nos  quaes 
buscou  o  seu  calculo  para  o  anno  inteiro.  A  receita  arrecadada 
durante  o  primeiro  quartel  do  anno  subiu  a  73,268  contojí.  Para 
o  anno  inteiro  o  Ministro  calcula  a  receita  em  304,82 1  tontos,  ou 
34,000  conto?  menos  do  que  a  receita  calculada  na  lei  de  orça- 
mento. O  Ministro  espera  que  a  receita,  em  que  influiu  princi- 
palmente a  diminuição  nos  direitos  de  importação,  melhorará  de 
agora  em  diante  até  o  fim  do  anno,  e  que  a  taxa  do  sello  e 
05  direitos  de  consumo  especialmente  excederão  a  importancia 
calculada. 

Não  obstante  em  suas  cone  lusòes  geraes.  diz  que  é  da  mais  alta 
importancia  perseverar  no  plano  da  mai'^  >evera  economia,  sendo 
do  dever  dos  poderes  públicos  declarar  do  modo  o  mais  positivo 
que  os  impostos  arrecadados  serào  exclusivamente  consagrados 

aos  serviços  absolutamente  indispensáveis.  Quaesquer  que  sejam 
os  sacrificios,  o  esforço  da  Naçào  deve  ser  empregado  em  equili- 
brar a  receita  e  a  despeza,  única  base  segura  da  reconstrucçâo  das 
finanças  do  paiz. 

111. 

o  ORÇAMENTO  DO  THESOURO  PARA  1898 

O  orçamento  do  Tbesouro  que  foi  elaborado  pela  commissão 

de  Finanças  do  Congresso  Brazileiro  consigna  180,309  contos 
para  as  despezas  do  Ministerio  da  l  azemla,  além  dos  créditos 
supj>lemenrares  cpie  o  Governo  fica  autorizado  a  abrir.  O  Governo 
é  autorizado  a  vender  ou  a  arrendar,  depois  de  chamar  propostas, 
todos  os  próprios  nacionaes,  e  empregar  o  producto  quer  na  acqui- 
siçào  de  outras  propriedades  necessárias  ao  serviço  publico,  quer 
na  conservação  e  reparos  dos  próprios  agora  existentes.  ^ 

Os  algarismos  da  commissão  são  180,309  contos  ao  passo  que 
a  proposta  do  Governo  foi  de  1 39,063  contos.  Este  augmento 
resulta  do  tacto  de  haver  a  commissào,  depois  de  reduzir  outras 
verbas  da  proposta  do  ijos  (  rno  na  importancia  da  3,754  contos, 
sido  obrigada  a  admittir  (jue  os  çç,ooo  contos  para  differençaa  de 
cambio  eram  insutíicicntes  e  u  elevar  esta  verba  a  100,000  contos. 


image 
not 
a  vailable 


824  BUREAU   OF   AMERICAN  REi'UiiLICS. 

Isto  eleva  o  total  a  pagar  em  ouro  á  somma  de  48,606  contos, 
ou  á  taxa  de  cambio  de  8  dmheîros,  161,644  contos  em  {)Lipel- 

moeda,  c  ao  passo  que  a  baixa  do  cambio  assim  augmenta  as 
obrigações  do  Thcsouro  no  exterior,  contribue,  rmbaraçaruii)  a 
importação,  para  a  diminuição  da  renda  tias  aliandegas,  principal 
fonte  de  renda  nacional.  E  a  commissão  chega  ás  seguintes  con- 
clusões, á  vista  dos  factos  simultâneos  do  augmento  de  despeza  e 
da  diminuição  da  receita: 

1**.  Que  é  ínnegavel  que  o  presente  systema  de  impostos  não 
pode  íbrnecer  â  Administração  os  meios  indispensáveis  para  cobrir 
as  despegas  com  os  varios  serviços  de  que  se  acha  sobrecarregada; 

2".  Que  õ  al<íarismo  consitleravcl  da  divida  publica  interna  e 
externa  consolidada  (  a  depreciação  da  moetia-papel  mostram 
claramente  que  o  credito  do  Brazil  não  repousa  em  ba>r  solida. 

A  commissào  reconhece  que  a  situação  exige  reducçào  nas 
dcspezas  publicas  :  O  augmento  constant(  da  despeza  desde  1 889, 
diz  ella,  tem  sido  seguido  cada  anno  pelo  augmento  dos  direitos 
de  alfândega;  mas,  apesar  do  augmento  continuo  da  receita  dahi 
proveniente,  é  fácil  demonstrar  que  não  corresponde  ás  necessi* 
dades  do  Governo.  Basta  mencionar  os  recursos  á  disposição  do 
Governo  durante  os  últimos  seis  annos,  para  cobrir  os  deficits;  os 
depósitos  dos  bancos  de  emissão;  dous  empréstimos  estrangeiros, 
CUJO  rcMilrado  li(|uido  íoi  de  ¿8,856,83c).  e  um  empréstimo 
interno  de  100,000  contos,  a¿>  emissões  de  papei-moeda,  constituem 
uma  somma  considerável  que  tem  sido  empregada  em  supprir 
a  deficiencia  das  fontes  de  renda.  Mas  o  emprego  de  taes  expe- 
dientes, a  que  o  Governo  se  tem  visto  obrigado  pela  força  das 
circumstancias,  tem  um  limite,  que  não  pode  ser  ultrapassado 
sem  grave  danmo  do  cfedito  do  paiz." 

Em  taes  circumstancias,  o  principal  remedio  a  recommendar 
é  a  redui  das  despe/as  e  a  mais  estricta  economia  nos  serviços 
públicos,  pelo  menos  até  se  crearcm  novas  tontes  de  receita. 
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preço  que  pagaram  os  Êibricantes  pela  canna  de  assucar  baixou 
de  vînte  e  dous  centavos  a  seis  centavos  por  arroba. 

Ha  muito  tempo  que  se  sabe  que  o  clima  e  solo  de  Tucuman 

se  adaptam  hem  á  cultura,  du  algodùo.  <-  niuitus  experienrias  r«"  ni 
deinunstrado  tstc  facto.  E'  na  pruducçào  desra  planta  que  os 
agricultores  e  fobricantes  esperam  encontrar  ailivio  á  situaçùo 
actual. 

Segundo  o  South  American  Journal,  acaba  de  organisar-se  urna 
companhia  na  Inglaterra  sob  o  nome  de  Argentine  National 
Spinning  and  Manu&cturing  Company  Limited,"  cujo  capital 
será  de  $700,000.  A  directoria  compde-se  de  homens  de  negocio 
da  mais  alta  representação,  incluindo^e  entre  outros  nomes  os 
df  Lord  W'kstiíurv  to  Sr.  R.  C  Ru  ilari^s;  este  ultimo  íoi  um 
proeminente  íabricanre  de  algodào  cm  Manchester.  A  concessão 
do  governo  sob  a  quai  se  estabelece  esta  empreza  manufactureira, 
dá  á  comparihia  o  exclusivo  direito  por  dez  annos  de  estabelecer 
na  provincia  uma  fabrica  de  ñar  e  tecer,  livre  de  toda  classe  de 
tascas,  provinciaes  e  municipaes.  Crê-^  que  isto  dará  motivo  a 
que  se  inaugure  a  cultura  do  algodão  em  grande  escala  na  Repu- 
blica Argentina,  e  que  esta  chegará  a  constituir  uma  das  grandes 
industrias  agrícolas  d'aquella  terra  privilegiada. 


BRAZIL. 

ABASTECIMENTO  DE  AGUA  DA  CIDADE  DE  BELÉM,  CAPITAL 

DO  ESTADO  DO  PARÁ. 

O  governo  do  Estado  do  Pará,  que  actualmente  se  eiu  arrega 
do  abastecimento  dagua  potável  da  cidade  de  Belém,  abriu  con- 
currencia até  o  dia  31  de  Dezembro  do  anno  corrente,  para  a 
alienação  d'esse  serviço.  As  informações  sobre  essa  arrematação 
serão  prestadas  no  Consulado  Geral  do  Brazil  em  New  York.  As 
principaes  condições  d'essa  arrematação  são. as  seguintes: 

{a)  O  Enado  transfere  ao  arrematante  todos  os  direitos  de  sua  propriedade 
sobre  os  machinismos  e  matertaes  actualmente  empregados. 

(b)  O  Estado  garante  ao  arrematante  o  privilegio  d'esse  abastecimento  por 
meio  dc  canalisação,  durante  o  prazo  de  60  annos. 

(c)  Prorogação  por  mais  50  annos  si  durante  u  pruzu  do  privilegio  o  abaste- 
cimento d'agua  tiver  attingido  um  máximo  de  dez  milhões  de  litros  diarios. 
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$135,545.  Devido  ás  grandes  chuvas  nos  districtos  agrícolas 
a  condição  das  colheitas  é  excellente.  A  renda  para  o  anno 
fiscal  de  1896-97  montou  a  $51,500,000^  um  augmento  sobre 
a  do  anno  anterior  de  $1,000,000. 


NICARAGUA. 

PREMIOS  CONCEDIDOS  Á  CULTURA  DO  CAFÉ,  CACAO, 
BORRACHA,  ETC.,  NAS  TERRAS  PUBLICAS. 

Esta  Secretaria  recebeu  do  Sr.  M.  J.  Clancy,  agente  consular 
dos  £stados  Unidos  em  Bluefields,  uma  traducção  de  um  decreto 
recente,  concedendo  ao  Districto  de  Zelaya  as  mesmas  condições 
relativas  á  cultura  dos  productos  príncípaes,  que  existiam  para  os 

outros  districtos  da  Republica, 

(  )  prt mio  <•  estabelecido  pelo  prazo  de  cinco  annos  e  as  condi- 
ções sào  as  seguintes: 


Por  cada  hectare  dc  pastagem— 

Em  d csmontc   $3 

Sem  desmonte   91 

Por  cada  helare — 

De  balatas   2 

De  mai/.   2 

De  fí  ij.io   a 

Dc  arruz   3 

De  tabaco   3 

De  canna  de  assucar   4 

De  trigo   3 


O  Sr.  Clancy,  ao  rransmittir  o  decreto,  íh^  a  sep^uinte  explicação 
do  termo  pastagem  sem  desmonte;  '  toda  a  terra  em  Nicara^'ua 
é  uma  grande  floresta  salvo  as  ''savanas"  que  se  encontram  algu- 
mas vezes.  Quando  a  terra  está  desmontada  de  todas  as  arvores 
salvo  as  necessárias  para  abrigar  o  gado,  isto  se  chama  uma  pas- 
tagem sem  desmonte." 

O  fim  deste  decreto  é  de  favorecer  uma  colonisaçâo  desejável 
dc  todos  os  paizes. 
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rezes.  Uma  grande  companhia  anonyma  conduz  esta  industria; 
esta  companhia  tem  seus  estahelicimentos  em  Fray  Bentos  e  seu 

capital  é  de  /"500,00o.  Tào  lucrativa  «'  estaempreza,  que  o  saldo 
da  companhia  [):ira  o  anno  de  iSf^íy-i)"]  mostra  a  importancia  de 
13,280,  1^  shillings  e  4  dinheiros.  í  cni-se  esrahrlccido  no 
paiz,  e  em  concurrencia  com  esta  empreza,  outra  companliia  que 
pretende  que  os  extractos  que  elabora  conservam  uma  quantidade 
maior  dos  elementos  nutritivos  da  carne;  este  ultimo  producto 
tem  encontrado  um  bom  mercado  na  Italia,  Hespanha,  Inglaterra, 
Estados  Unidos,  Republica  Argentina  e  nos  outros  paizes.  Diz- 
se  que  em  nenhuma  outra  parte  do  mundo  podem-se  preparar  estes 
extractos  de  carne  de  vacca  tào  baratos  e  tào  satisfactoriamente 
como  no  Uruguay»  onde  a  barateza  e  abundancia  da  materia 
prima  favortccni  esta  iIulll^tria. 

O  Consul  Schramm  colloca  em  quarto  e  ultimo  lugar  as  carnes 
conservadas  que  se  embarcam  para  paizes  estrangeiros  e  que  con- 
sistem principalmente  em  linguas  de  vacca  em  lata»  e  carne  de 
carneiro  e  de  outras  classes,  também  em  lata,  preparadas  segundo 
o  processo  Apper,  que  dá  um  producto  análogo  á  nossa  carne  de 
vacca  em  salmoura.  A  exportação  destes  productos  durante  o 
anno,  montou  a  1,135,508  kilos.  Nao  se  exportam  preparações 
de  carnes  de  porco,  pois  apenas  iiu  bastante  para  o  consumo  local. 


VENEZUELA. 

COMMERCIO  DO  DISTRICTO  CONSULAR  DE  CARACAS  NO 

ANNO  DE  1896. 

[BxtMhido  de  um  rdaterio  oOlcfail  dirigido  ao  Mitiiiterlo  de  RelaçOea  Bsteriofea  da  lagUitern.] 

MACHINAS. 

Não  ha  fábricas  no  patz,  e  a  procura  dc  machinas  é  limitada  is  que  sSo  exigi- 
das nas  obras  mineiras  ou  nas  estradas  dc  ferro.  Outros  artigos,  taes  como  os 
instrumentos  agrícolas,  são  recebidos  em  menor  tempo  dos  Estados  Unidos  onde 
são  mais  baratos. 

MINERARÃO. 

Um  cstahelecimento  para  a  mineração  de  ouro  foi  recentemente  começado 
sob  a  administração  de  engenheiros  ingle2es.  O  capita!  está  sendo  subscripto 
cm  Londres  c  em  Paris.  A  companhia  é  denominada  a  **  Guarico  Gold  Min- 
ing Company,  Limited/'  pelo  districto  em  que  a  mina  ¿  situada. 
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A  estrada  de  ferro  de  Tachira  e^ti  em  operação  de  Encontrados  até  La 
Frío.  Essa  estrada  nio  será  de  importancia  até  chegar  a  Uraca,  que  ¿  situada 
na  base  das  inontanha<>;  pois,  oftercccrá  prompta  conncxão  com  o  districto  de 
Tachira  c  com  o  Estado  de  Santander  (Republica  de  Colombia),  evitando  as 
demoras  pela  via  do  rio  Zulia  durante  a  Cítação  secca  e  assim  regulará  muitas 
transacções  de  negocio  com  estes  importantes  portos  tributarios  de  MaracaiVio. 
A  estrada  até  Uraca  estará  em  breve  concluida,  porque  ia  ci^tão  acabados  tudus 
os  trabalhos  excepto  o  de  coUocar  os  trilhos,  que  se  esperam  aqui  em  breve 
tempo. 

MARACAIBO. 

A  cidade  de  Maracaibo  vai  estcndcndo-sc  mnh  e  mai»,  e  as  povoac'^es  ao  longo 
do  lago  são  incorporadas  c  provida?  de  telcphonos,  luz  clcctrica  c  iramwavs. 

Um  caes  grande  c  solido  toi  acabado,  para  todos  os  navios  que  são  oi  que 
podem  cheear  a  Maracaibo  por  cau^u  da  barra,  que  são  os  de  !  i  ^  pés  de  calado. 
A  antiga  maneira  de  carregar  c  descarregar  o^  productos,  tão  custoso  quanto 
perigoso,  é  assim  evitada,  porque  toda  a  carga  é  collocada  no  novo  cáes,  de 
onde  ir&  directamente  para  a  nova  alfandega,  que  será  um  ediíicio  espaçoso  e 
commodo.  Esté  sendo  construida  actualmente  por  uma  companhia  chamada 
''Muelles  de  Maracaibo"  sob  contracto  do  Governo.  Depois  de  um  prazo 
fixo»  quasi  20  annos  a  partir  do  presente,  os  caes  e  armazéns  pertencerão  ao 
Governo  de  Venezuela. 

A  correspondencia  da  F.uropa  para  Maracaibo  deve  scr  sempre  dirigida  por 
via  de  New  York  pela  Red  D  Line,  porque  si  não,  as  cartas  necessitarão  de  30 
dias  e  mais  em  vez  de  18  dias  pela  via  indicada. 

Vivi-'ie  neste  porto  em  1  S96  uma  só  bandeira  ingle/a  e  poiico«;  navios  europeus 
chcearatn  aqui,  porque  os  transportes  sào  feitos  principalmcinc  pelos  navios  da 
American  Red  O  I/me  com  um  movimento  de  65  entradas  c  sahidas. 

A  barra  iiiLcnor  "Tablazo"  tem  uma  profundidade  um  pouco  maior,  tendo 
sido  descuberto  uni  novo  canal,  mas  não  seria  seguro  para  que  carregassem 
navio»  de  mais  de  1 1^  pés  de  calado. 

A  navegação  dos  lagos  tomasse  mais  importante  cada  anno.  Pequenos  vapores 
fazem  conncxão  entre  La  Ceiba  e  Matatan,  e  entre  Encontrados  e  La  Fria  ou 
Puerto  Villamizar,  este  sendo  um  porto  colombiano  no  rio  Zulia. 


exroKTAÇÃo  m  caví. 

A  exportação  de  caft  está  augmentando  constantemente  em  proporção  aos 
cafeeiros  que  se  plantam  mais  e  mais  no  interior. 

EXPORTAÇÃO. 


Anão. 

Quantidad». 

V«ior 
(■  ppmlnwdo). 

Tonríadas, 
28,212 

[         a».  95* 

lÀòraâ. 
I.  74B.  800 
1, 660, 000 
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Ectrada de  Ferro  Transan-      A  commisiâo  nomeada  pelo  Senado  Jo  Chile  para 

escudar  cuidadosamente  o  projecio  de  capitalistas  ingleses 
para  o  acabamento  da  sec^So  Chilena  de  Estrada  de  Ferro  Transandina  que 
deve-se  estender  de  Tinguirirka  a  Villa  Hermosa  na  Republica  Argentina,  ja  Fes 
seu  relatório.  Mostra-se  que  o  capital  do  syndicato  é  de  ;¿  1,600,000,  que  é 
duas  vezes  maior  do  que  se  exige.  Exige-se  do  governo  uma  garantia  de  4  por 
cento  sobre  a  somma  de  ^¿500^000  que  será  concedida  sámente  depois  que  a 
estrada  de  ferro  éstiver  acabada  e  posta  em  operaçio  entre  estes  dous  pontos. 

Quando  estiver  acabada  esta  secçlo,  que  comprehende  80  kilómetros  de  com- 
primento, a  linha  transcontinental  que  csicndc-se  de  V^alparaíso  na  costa  do 
Pacifico  até  Buenos  Ayres  no  Atlántico,  ficará  completa.  Propñe-íc  fa/cr  a 
oitul.i  J.i  mesma  largura  que  a  das  entrad. is  Je  ferro  do  Chile  e  Ja  .Argciuina 
evicanJo-se,  por  este  melo,  a  transferencia  de  passageiros  ou  de  carga  nas  estações 
terminacs. 

Propôe-se  lazer  a  viagem  de  oceano  a  oceano,  que  c  uma  diiiancia  Jc  terca 
de  1,000  kilómetros,  cm  29  horas  em  trens  expressos.  Em  antícipação  de  que 
o  projecto  seja  approvado  pelo  governo,  cousa  que  parece  assegurada,  osconces* 
sionarios  preparam-se  para  coUocar  ao  longo  da  linha  até  a  boca  do  tunnel,  2,000 
trabalhadores  com  as  necessárias  oficinas  e  cabanas. 

MaikanoMmedoPonod*     ^  congresso  do  Chile  está  considerando  um  projecto 
▼alpwaito.  pa,n  o  melhoramento  do  porto  de  Valparaiso.  Propõe- 

se  votar  a  verba  de  ||i 5,000,000  para  este  fim,  e  por  esta  quantia  serão  emittidas 
apólices  de  5  por  cento.  O  projecto  comprehende  a  construcçSo  de  extensos 
(Uques  e  trapiches  e  os  trabalhos  de  aprofunde  o  porto. 
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de  New-York,  passant  par  le  passage  de  l'ouest,  entre  le  Haiti  et 
Puerto-Rico,  aboutirait  à  La  Guayra,  le  port  de  mer  de  Caracas, 
capitale  du  Venezuela.  Une  troisième  ligne,  s'étendant  ¡)lus  à 
rest,  designe  la  route  allant  de  New- York  aux  Petites  Antilles, 
embrassant  les  Barbades,  et  de  là,  à  Demerara  (Georgetown) 
Giiy»ine  Hritaniiiqur. 

Prenant  coninic  point  tic  (ir[iart,  la  lîarbadr,  la  distance  à 
New- York,  l,82y  milles  marins,  est  d'environ  lu  moitic  de  la 
distance  à  Liverpool,  Angleterre,  soit  3*705  milles  marins.  Plus 
on  s'avance  vers  l'ouest,  plus  les  différences  en  faveur  des  États-Unis 
augmentent,  de  sorte  que,  d'une  manière  générale,  on  peut  dire 
que  les  grands  centres  commerciaux  du  littoral  de  l'Atlantique  se 
trouvent  de  la  moitié  où  de  deux  tiers  plus  près  des  ports  sur  la 
Mer  des  Antilles  que  leurs  rivaux  européens. 

Cette  dirtVrcnc  ('  est  encore  plus  à  l'avantage  des  villes  princi- 
pales situées  sur  le  littoral  du  Cïolte  aux  Etats-Unis.  Les  villes 
de  Mobile,  de  la  Nouvelle-Orléans  et  (î(  Galveston  sont  des 
points  d'avantage  pour  le  commerce  des  Caraïbes  dans  l'Amérique 
du  Sud,  qui  n'attend  que  le  stimulant  d'efforts  actife  pour  leur 
donner  des  positions  éminentes  comme  débouchés  des  manuiâc-' 
tures  et  des  produits  bruts  des  immenses  étendues  du  territoire 
des  Etats-Unis  qui  cherchent  des  marchés  dans  l'Amérique  du 
Sud,  aussi  bien  que  dans  le  Mexique.  l'Amérique  Centrale  et  les 
Antilles,  coninie  centres  de  distribution  des  importations  de  ces 
vastes  régions  aux  Etats- L  nis. 

Les  communications  entre  la  grande  vallée  du  Mississippi  et 
la  côte  du  nord  de  l'Amérique  du  Sud  s'étendraient  en  une  ligne 
presque  droite  du  nord-ouest  au  sud-est, passant  par  l'extrémité  ouest 
de  111e  Cuba.  C'est  un  fait  intéressant,  d'une  grande  importance 
pratique,  que  toutes  les  routes  de  navigation  allant  des  Etats-Unis 
aux  ports  sur  la  mer  des  Antilles  de  l'Amérique  du  Sud,  font 
escale  à  mi-distance,  à  une  ou  à  plusieurs  des  îles  des  Grandes  ou 
Petites  Antilles,  pour  prendre  à  bord  du  charbon,  pour  les  répara- 
tions nécessaires  et  pour  taire  le  coninurce. 

En  considérant  les  relations  commerciales  de  cette  partie  de 
l'Amérique  du  Sud,  la  Colombie  se  place  naturellement  au  premier 
rang,  dû  à  sa  situation  la  plus  proche  du  continent  nord-américain. 
Un  de  ses  départements,  celui  du  Panama,  est,  au  point  de  vue 
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gtof^raphique,  une  partie  de  IMniéricjuc  Crntnile,  et  a  été,  pendant 
plusieurs  Linnres,  la  seule  grande  route  du  trafic  interocéani(|ue 
entre  la  Mer  des  Antilles  et  l'océan  Pacitique.  La  Képublicjue 
de  la  Colombie  a  un  littoral  étendu  sur  l'Atlantique  et  sur  le 
Paciñque.  Ses  rapports  avec  les  Etats-Unis  ont  été,  depuis  long- 
temps, plus  ou  moins  rapprochés.  Il  y  a  presque  cinquante  ans 
que  le  chemin  de  fer  interocéanique  entre  colon  et  Panama  a  été 
construit  par  Tentreprise  et  le  capital  américains.  L'achèvement 
du  Canal  de  Panama,  s'il  a  jamais  lieu,  contribuerait  le  plus  au 
développement  des  relations  commerciales  des  Etats-Unis  quoi 
que  l'initiative  et  la  continuation  du  projet  de  construction  aient 
été  poursuivies  par  les  Français. 

On  sait  que  la  Colombie  est  riche  en  ressources  minérales  et  est 
capable  de  produire  d'immenses  lécoltes  de  café,  de  cacao,  de 
tabac,  de  ñbres  et  d'autres  produits  agricoles,  qui  trouvent  toujours 
aux  Etats-Unis,  un  marché  actif  et  à  des  prix  rémunératoires.  La 
part  des  Etats-Unis  dans  le  commerce  de  la  Colombie  n'est  pas  ce 
qu'elle  doit  être,  ni  ce  qu'elle  pourrait  facilement  devenir.  Dernière 
ment,  la  France  a  tenu  la  première  place,  du  sans  doute,  à  ses 
graiules  dépenses  dans  les  travaux  du  Canal  de  Panama;  la  Grande- 
Bretagne  vient  après,  et  les  lùats-Unis  en  troisième  lieu.  Presque 
la  moitié  des  exportations  britanniques  pour  la  Colombie  sont  des 
cotonnades,  dans  la  manufacture  desquelles  les  F'-tats-Unis  ne  peu» 
vent  pas  être  surpassés.  Au  moyen  d'eâorts  intélligents,  la  plus 
grande  partie  de  ce  commerce  pounait  être  détournée  de  l'Angle- 
terre en  faveur  des  Etats-Unis^  en  échange  de  produits  colombiens 
que  les  Etats-Unis  absorberaient  facilement.  Les  chiffi-es  de 
l'année  passée,  montrent  des  augmentations  satisfaisantes  {)our  les 
Etats-Unis,  en  exportations  et  en  importations.  Les  exportations 
pour  la  Colombie  ont  augmenté  de  $2,784,634  en  1H94  à 
$3,382,588,  et  les  importations  de  $1,338,283  à  $4.843,256,  le 
gain  dans  ces  dernières  provenant  principalement  du  café  et  des 
cuirs  et  des  peaux,  à  cause  des  changements  apportés  au  tarií — un 
h.it  signiñcatif  de  la  valeur  des  concessions  de  réciprocité  dans  le 
commerce  latin-américain. 

Les  principales  difficultés  pour  l'extension  immédiate  du  com- 
merce des  Etats-Unis,  se  trouvent  dans  les  prix  élevés  de  cer- 
tains articles  en  comparaison  des  prix  européens,  et  des  frets  peu 
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élevés  de  transport  à  destination  et  de  retour  des  ports  européens, 
quoique  les  distances  de  quelques  points  soient  trois  fois  plus 

grandes.  Il  paraît  evident  que  ces  obstacles  ne  sont  que  tempo- 
raires, puistjuc  des  ni:inutac  ruri< Ts  ilcs  Etats-Uai.s  tout  la  concur- 
*  rencc  aux  iiiaiiutacturiers  cun '  même  dans  leurs  marchés 
nationaux.  Ce  n'est  plus  qu'une  question  de  temps,  quand  les 
manufacturiers  européens  rencontreront  la  même  rivalité  dans  les 
marchés  de  l'Amérique  du  Sud,  sous  des  conditions  beaucoup 
plus  Êivorables  aux  Etats-Unis.  Le  problème  de  transports  ra- 
pides et  peu  élevés  devient  d'une  importance  première  dans  cette 
concurrence,  et  les  Etats-Unis  ne  peuvent  espérer  renverser  les 
conditions  actuelles  avant  d'avoir  créé  une  marine  marchande  effi- 
ciente dans  la  Mer  des  Antilles. 

La  République  de  l'Aniéricjue  du  Sud,  dont  les  récents  événe- 
ments politiíjuts  sfiiiblent  lavoir  marquée  d'une  manière  proémi- 
nente, pour  le  resserrement  étroit  de  ses  relations  avec  les  Etats- 
Unis,  est  celle  du  V^enezuela.  L'assertion  du  principe  essentiel  de 
l'Amérique  pour  les  Américains,"  qui  a  été  faite  en  sa  Viveur  con- 
tre les  prétentions  de  la  plus  grande  puissance  maritime  du  monde, 
a,  naturellement,  fait  naître  parmi  les  Vénézuéliens  un  sentiment 
plus  chaleureux  envers  les  Etats-Unis.  Il  dépend  maintenant 
entièrement  des  capitalistes  et  des  coiiuuLTcants  du  dernier  pays, 
de  profiter  de  la  bonne  volonté  nationale  et  de  cultiver  des  entre- 
prises et  des  rapports  de  ccunnierce  qui  contribueraient  à  l'avantage 
mutuel.  Depuis  l'abolition  des  droits  discriminatoires  imposés 
par  les  Etats-Unis  sur  le  cate  et  les  peaux  vénézuéliens,  une  nou- 
velle impulsion  a  été  remarquée  dans  le  commerce,  et  un  arrange- 
ment de  tarif  équitable  pour  l'échange  de  produits,  établirait  le 
commerce  des  deux  Républiques  sur  des  bases  permanentes  et 
prospères. 

L'administration  du  Président  Crespo  a  assuré  au  Venezuela 
une  période  de  développement  pacifique,  cpii  a  eu  des  résultats 
plus  que  satisiaisanrs,  et  donne  lieu  de  croire  à  sa  continuation. 

L'en\t)i  récent  d'un  représentant  à  Caracas  par  l'Association 
Nationale  des  Manufacturiers,  pour  y  établir  une  agence,  est  le 
premier  pas,  il  faut  espérer,  d'un  mouvement  sérieux  pour  re- 
cueillir un  bénéfice  pratique  des  conditions  exceptionnellement 
favorables  qui  existent  à  présent.  Les  Etats-Unis  ont,  dans  le 
passé,  pris  la  plus  grande  portion  des  plus  importants  produits 
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ct  sorties  de  vapeurs.    Pendant  Tannée  les  seules  nationalités  qui 

paraissent  dans  les  registres  sont,  un  vapeur  britannique,  trois  des 
Etats-Unis,  vin^rt-troîs  hoUanciais,  et  cent  quarante  voiliers  véné- 
zuél)(  ns  qui  sont  sortis  du  port  de  MaracMibo.  Ce  rcsultat  est 
satisfaisant  pour  \vs  Ktats-Unis  et  tait  voir  ce  qui  pourrait  se  taire 
dans  chaque  port  de  la  Mer  des  Antilles. 

Lile  de  la  Trinité,  une  colonie  britannique,  se  trouvant  près  du 
delta  de  TOrénoquc,  la  grande  route  maritime  du  Venezuela, 
semblerait  menacer  le  développement  des  relations  commerciales 
avec  les  Etats-Unis,  mats  de  même  que  les  autres  dépendances 
européennes  dans  la  mer  des  Caraïbes,  elle  trouve  aux  Ktats-Unis 
son  marché  naturel  et  aussi  la  source  la  plus  (n)nvcnabl(:  pour 
obtenir  ^cs  j)r()visions.  Le  dernier  rapport  colonial  de  l  ile  de  la 
ïriniteau  British  Foreign  Office,  en  date  du  17  juin  1897,  "^«"fre 
que  les  importations  des  Ktats-I^nis  à  l'île  de  la  Trinité  sont  la 
moitié  de  celles  importées  de  la  Grande-Bretaf^ne.  Les  exporta- 
tions de  111e  aux  Etats* Unis  sont  d'environ  les  deux-tiers  de  celles 
envoyées  à  la  Grande-Bretagne.  Les  importations  de  111e  de  la 
Trinité  s'élèvent,  en  chiffres  ronds,  à  $12,000,000  environ;  et  ses 
exportations  à  $  1 1 .000,000. 

Ainsi,  il  rsr  lanU  devoir  que  son  coniiiu  ice  est  très  important, 
et  avec  l'extension  des  facilités  de  transport  et  l'entretien  des  rela- 
tions ill  j;i  existantes,  les  Etats-Unis  peuvent  raisonnablement 
espérer  en  absorber  par  degrés,  la  plus  grande  partie,  en  connection 
avec  le  développement  de  son  commerce  vénézuélieîi.  L'île  de  ta 
Trinité  importe  pour  plus  de  $15,000,000  d'articles  fabriqués,  et 
presque  pour  la  même  somme  de  bétail  sur  pied  tt  de  comestibles. 
Les  exportations  principales  sont  le  sucre,  le  cacao  et  l'asphalte. 
Environ  les  trois-quarts  de  l'asphalte  sont  déjà  achetés  par  les 
Mtats-Unis,  qui  consomment  aussi  plus  île  la  moitié  de  la  produc- 
tion du  sucre,  et  environ  un  cinquième  de  I  t  xj^ortation  du  cacao. 

Le  Venezuela  et  les  Guyanes  offrent  tous  les  deux  des  oppor- 
tunités attrayantes  à  l'entreprise  et  au  capital  américains  dans  le 
développement  de  Tindustrie  auritère,  située  principaKment  dans 
le  territoire  en  litige  entre  le  Venezuela  el  la  Guyane  Britannique. 
Les  habitants  des  Etats-Unis  furent  parmi  les  premiers  à  s'engager 
dans  l'exploitation  des  mines  d'or  de  cette  région.  Il  ne  peut 
y  avoir  aucun  doute  sur  la  grande  richesse  des  dépôts  aurifères.  On 
les  croit  le  "El  Dorado  '  que  cherchaient  en  vain  le  Sieur  Wal- 
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par  rune  uu  i  autre  des  républi<^ues  américaines  et  arborant  leur 
pavillon. 

III.  L'assimilation  des  nirthodes  commerciales  et  lies  nianu- 
Éictures  des  Etats-Unis  aux  habitudes  et  aux  goûts  des  ditierents 
endroits.  Ce  qui  serait  convenable  au  Mexique,  pourrait  être  inutile 
au  Venezuela;  des  marchandises  qu'on  vendrait  à  profit  au  Haïti, 
pourraient  s'accumuler  sur  les  comptoirs  des  marchands  à  la 
Colombie  ou  aux  Guyanes.  Quelques-unes  des  iles  de  la  Mer 
des  Caraïbes  dépendent  presque  entîcremcnt  des  Etats-Unis  pour 
certaines  provisions.  De  l'autre  côté,  le  littoral  du  nord  de  l'Amé- 
rique du  Sud  demande  des  machines  améliorées,  des  matériaux 
de  construction  de  chemins  de  ter,  des  instruments  agricoles,  des 
cotonnades,  etc. 

Avec  la  solution  des  trois  problèmes  ci-dessus  indiqués,  il  n'y  a 
pas  de  doute,  à  mon  idée,  de  l'accroissement  rapide  du  commerce 
des  Etats-Unis,  s'étendant  du  Rio  Grande  sur  tout  le  long  du 
littoral  du  .Mexique,  de  l'Améric^ue  Centrale  et  de  la  partie  nord 
de  l'Amérique  du  Sud,  à  la  frontière  de  l'est  de  la  Guyane 
I  rancaise.  V  compris  U  s  iles  de  la  Mer  des  Antilles.  Le  moment 
pòiir  ce  ilévcloppeinent  et  l'expansion  du  commerce  américain 
entre  les  nations  américaines  est  favorable,  puisque  les  changements 
apportés  aux  conditions  politiques  dans  T Hémisphère  Occidental 
correspondent  au  réveil  de  l'intérêt  aux  Etats-Unis,  ^n  ce  qui  n  ]  irr 
au  commerce  de  l'Amérique  Latine.  Un  efibrt  immédiat  de  la 
part  des  Etats-Unis  est  sollicité  par  les  maisons  importantes  de 
commerce,  pour  faire  face  à  la  concurrence,  toujours  augmentante, 
de  l'Europe.  Par  exemple,  un  récent  rapport  du  Comité  df  l'As- 
sociation Nationale  des  Manutacturiers  des  Ltats-L  nis  dit:  "  Dans 
peu  lie  temps,  il  sera  inutile  de  discuter  la  question.  La  campagne 
doit  commencer  dès  à  présent,  ou  ce  commerce  passera  à  jamais  hors 
du  contrôle  des  Etats-Unis."  De  l'autre  côté  les  Etats-Unis,  une 
ibis  sérieusement  engagés  dans  cette  grande  entreprise  commerciale, 
peuvent  regarder  dans  l'avenir  avec  une  confiance  entièrement 
justifiée  par  les  conditions  que  j*ai  essayé  de  démontrer,  et  par  le 
succès  récent  qu'ils  ont  eu  dans  la  concurrence  avec  les  principales 
nations  industrielles  au  monde,  même  dans  leurs  marchés  nationaux. 
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De  l'exercice  courant,  le  Ministre  des  Finances  ne  connaissait 
encore  que  les  résultats  du  premier  trimestre  sur  lesc^uels  il  a  cal- 
culé ceux  de  l'année  entière  La  recette  jk  reue  dans  le  premier 
trimestre  s'est  élever  à  73,268  contos.  Pour  tout  Texerciee  le 
Ministre  l'évalue  à  304,821  contos,  soit  34,000  contos  de  moins 
que  la  recette  prévue  par  le  budget.  Le  Ministre  a  confiance  que 
la  recette  principalement  atteinte  par  la  diminution  des  rentrées 
de  douanes,  se  relèvera  d'ici  à  la  fin  de  Tannée  et  que  surtout  les 
impôts  du  timbre  et  de  consommation  rendront  plus  que  les 
prévisions. 

Néanmoins,  dans  ses  conclusions  générales,  il  dit  qu  il  est  de  la 
plus  haute  importance  de  persister  dans  le  plan  de  la  plus  rigou- 
reuse économie,  les  pouvoirs  publics  devant  aítírmcr  de  la  manière 
la  plus  positive  que  le  produit  des  contributions  ne  sera  destiné 
qu^aux  services  absolument  indispensables.  Quelque  grands 
que  soient  les  sacrifices,  la  volonté  de  la  nation  doit  s'appliquer  au 
maintien  de  Téquilibrc  des  revenus  et  des  dépenses,  seule  base 
certaine  de  la  reconstitution  des  finances  du  pays, 

III. 

LE  BUDGET  DU  MINISTÈRE  DES  FINANCES  POUR  1898. 

Le  bud<j;et  du  Trésor,  qui  vient  d'érre  élaboré  par  la  Commis- 
sion financière  du  Congrès  Brésilien  fixe  la  dépense  du  Min- 
istère des  Finances  à  180,309  contos,  sans  préjudice  des  crédits 
supplémentaires  que  le  Gouvernement  est  autorisé  à  ouvrir.  Le 
Gouvernement  est  autorisé  à  vendre  ou  affermer  par  adjudication 
publique,  tous  les  biens  nationaux  en  en  appliquant  le  produit  soit 
à  Tacquisition  d'autres  immeubles  nécessaires  au  service  public, 
soit  à  l'entretien  et  à  la  réparation  de  ceux  existants. 

La  conunission  fixe  la  dépense  à  180,309  contos,  alors,  que  le 
projet  du  Gouvernement  ne  portait  que  139,063  contos.  Cette 
augmentation  provient  de  ce  tait  que  la  commission,  après  avoir 
fait  d'autre  part  des  réductions  s'clevant  à  3,754  contos,  a  cru 
devoir  avouer  que  les  55,000  contos  pour  le  chapitre  des  diâe- 
rences  de  change  sont  insuffisants  et  porter  ce  chapitre  à  100,000 
contos.  Au  lieu  de  compter  sur  un  relèvement  du  change  à  12 
pence  par  milréis,  la  commission  a  adopte  le  taux  du  change  de 
8  pence. 
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cn  entravant  l'importation»  à  faire  baisser  ses  recettes  de  douane, 
principale  source  de  revenu  du  pays.  Ët  la  commission  conclut 
devant  la  double  constatation  de  Taccroissement  des  dépense!  et 
de  la  diminution  des  revenus  : 

I**.  Qu'il  est  indéniable  que  le  régime  d'impôts  actuels  est  in- 
suffisant pour  fournir  à  l'administration  les  ressources  indispci loa- 
bles pour  iairc  tdcv  aux  multiples  services  (ju'elle  a  à  sa  charge: 

2^  (Júv  le  chiffre  consid<  rablt>  de  la  dette  pul)li(]uc  consolidée 
intérieure  et  extérieure  et  l'avilissement  de  la  monnaie  démontrent 
clairement  que  le  crédit  brésilien  ne  repose  pas  sur  des  bases 
solides. 

La  commission  reconnaît  que  la  sitution  exige  la  réduction  des 
dépenses  publiques  : 

"Le  constant  accroissement  des  dépenses  depuis  1889,  dît-elle, 

a  été  suivi  chaqut^  année  d  une  élévation  des  droits  d'ini[)õrtation  ; 
mais  nial<z;ré  l'incessante  augmentation  du  revenu  de  ce  chef,  il  est 
facile  de  prouver  qu'il  ne  répond  pas  aux  besoins  du  Gouvernement 
1 1  suffît  d'énumérer  les  ressources  dont  a  disposé  le  Gouvernement 
dans  ces  six  dernières  années  pour  couvrir  les  déficits:  les  dépôts 
des  banques  d'émission;  deux  emprunts  extérieurs  dont  le  produit 
net  a  été  de  ^^8,856, 839,  un  emprunt  intérieur  de  100,000  contos, 
des  émissions  de  papier-monnaie,  forment  une  somme  considérable 
qui  a  été  employée  à  combler  l'insuffisance  des  sources  de  revenu. 
Mais  l'emploi  de  tels  expédients,  auxquels  le  Gouvernement  a  été 
obligé  de  recourir,  a  une  limite  qui  ne  peut  être  dépassée  sans  por- 
ter un  grand  préjudice  au  crédit  du  pays." 

En  vue  de  ces  circonstances,  le  remède  principal  à  recom- 
mander se  trouve  dans  la  diminution  des  dépenses,  et  l'observation 
dans  le  service  public  de  la  plus  rigoureuse  économie,  au  moins 
jusqu'à  la  création  de  nouvelles  ressources  de  revenu. 
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Le  biil  a  pour  objet  de  fournir  des  revenus,  et  les  points  principaux, 
suivant  Texposé  de  l'auteur.  Señor  Pelligrini,  sont  donnés  ci* 
dessous: 

La  construction  de  nouvelles  distilleries,  et  l'importation  de 
nouvelles  machines  de  distillation,  de  même  que  l'action  propre 

de  la  distillation,  sans  l'autorisation  des  autorites,  seront  illégales  d'à 
partir  et  après  le  passage  de  ce  bill.  Trois  coniniissaircs  seront 
nommés  pour  les  trois  divisions  de  la  République,  qui  cvulufront, 
pour  expropriation,  toutes  les  distilleries  du  pays.  D'à  partir  et 
après  une  date  designée,  toutes  les  distilleries  qui  ne  seront  pas 
opérées  sous  contrat  des  autorités  nationales,  seront  fermées,  et  le 
'  stock  d*alcool  existant  sera  déclaré  par  tous  les  actionnaires. 

2.  L'Exécutif  sera  autorisé  à  émettre  des  bons  jusqu*à  une 
valeur  de  $  1 5,000,000  des  obligations  intérieures,  à  6  pour  cent, 
dont  10  pour  cent  seront  rachetés  annuellement.  L  t  inploi  de  ces 
bons  sera  payé  des  revenus  du  monopole  de  l'alcool. 

3.  L'Ex(  cutit  établira  annuellement  le  prix  que  payeront  les 
distilleries  qui  continueront  en  operation,  basant  ses  calculs  sur  le 
coût,  bien  que  le  matériel  dont  on  se  sert,  soit  du  maïs  ou  dv.  la 
mélasse.  Le  conseil  du  monopole  nommera  des  officiers  qui 
recevront  tout  le  produit  de  ces  distilleries,  qui  sera  étiqueté  et 
cacheté  par  eux.  Ils  devront  faire  des  contrats,  quand  il  sera 
nécessaire,  pour  la  concentration  de  l'alcool  cru.  Il  sera  permis 
aux  fabricants  de  vin  de  fabriquer  de  l  alcool  de  vin  ou  de  raisin 
en  quantité  suffisante  pour  tkonner  à  leur  vin  une  certaine  force. 
Une  permission  spéciale  sera  nécessaire  ])()ur  la  lahrication  d'une 
plus  grande  quantité,  et  la  production  en  sus  sera  livrée  à  l'Etat 

4.  La  vente  de  l'alcool  sera  tiitte  aux  magasinages  nationaux 
par  lots  de  pas  moins  de  500  litres.  L'alcool  aura  une  densité 
de  et  se  vendra  au  prix  du  coût,  plus  $  1  pour  droit  sur  la 
monnaie.  Les  alcools  d'importation  paieront,  en  plus  du  droit 
d'* importation  ordinaire^  $1  par  chaque  litre  de  50^,  $1.50  par  litre 
de  ^O"  à  75^,  et  $2  par  litre  au-dessus  de  75".  L'exportateur 
(l  ait  (H)l  recevra  un  rabais  égal  au  droit  qu'il  a  payé.  L'alcool, 
autre  qui:  pour  la  consoinniation  personnelle,  sera  rendu  impropre 
à  boire  et  se  vendra  au  prix  moyen  du  coût. 

5.  Le  conseil  se  composera  d'un  directeur  général,  et  de  cinq 
membres  ordinaires.  11  aura  le  nombre  d'employés  nécessaires,  et 
sera  sous  la  direction  du  Département  des  Finances. 
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6.  Les  violations  de  la  loi  seront  punies  par  la  confiscation,  et 

par  le  paiement  d'amendes  de  cinq  à  trente  fois  la  valeur  de  la 
fraude.  Si  cette  valeur  ne  peut  pas  être  déterinin<  e,  remende 
sera  de  $^,000  à  $ço,ooo.  En  ras  d'une  seconde  violation,  la 
peine  sera  doublée,  avec  emprisonment  pour  un  terme  qui  pourra 
être  d'une  durée  de  six  mois  à  trois  ans.  Le  cinquante  pour  cent 
de  ces  amendes  sera  donné  à  l'accusateur. 

INDUSTRIE  COTONNIÈRE, 

En  conséquence  de  la  dépression  dans  la  cultivation  de  la  canne 
à  sucre  et  la  manufacture  de  ses  produits  dans  la  province  de 
Tucuman,  due  à  l'excès  de  la  production  et  aux  tarife  différentiels 
ai^pliqués  par  d'autres  pays,  les  habitants  de  cette  province  se 
sont  trouvés  dans  la  nécessité  d'avoir  recours  à  une  autre  indus- 
trie. On  rapporte  que  le  prix  de  la  canne  à  sucre  payé  par  les 
fabricants,  est  tombé  de  vingt-deux  cents  l'arroha  (^25  livres),  à 
six  cents. 

Depuis  longtemps,  on  savait  que  le  climat  et  le  sol  de  Tucu- 
man  étaient  très  favorables  à  la  cultivation  du  coton  ;  des  expé- 
riences souvent  renouvelées  ont  démontré  ce  fait  C'est  donc 
vers  sa  production  que  les  agriculteurs  et  les  manuiâcturiers  se 
tournent  maintenant,  afin  d*en  obtenir  une  source  de  profit. 

D'après  le  "South  American  Journal,"  une  Compagnie  a  été 
récemment  enregistrée  en  Angleterre,  sous  le  nom  de  "  Arj^entine 
'\atioiial  Spinning  and  Manufacturing  Company,  Liiiiiti  cl/'  avec 
un  capital  j)roposé  de  $700,000.  La  direction  est  comj")osée 
de  comnu  rcants  très  haut  placés,  parmi  lesquels  il  faut  nommer 
Lord  Westbury  et  Mr.  R.  C.  Richards;  ce  dernier  était,  autre- 
fois, un  manufacturier  de  coton  de  Manchester,  très  éminent. 
La  concession  accordée  à  cette  entreprise  par  le  Gouvernement, 
donne  à  la  compagnie  le  droit  .exclusif  pendant  dix  ans,  d'établir 
dans  la  province  une  filature  libre  de  toutes  taxes  de  TËtat  ou 
de  la  municipalité. 

L'on  incline  à  croire  que  cela  inaugurera,  dans  la  République 
Argentine,  la  cultivation  du  coton  sur  une  grande  échelle  cpii, 
ultérieurement,  se  développera  au  point  de  devenir  une  des  plus 
grandes  industries  de  ce  pays  iavorisc. 
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BRÉSIL. 

LE  BASSIN  DE  L'AMAZONE. 

Le  Bureau  a  reçu  récemment  de  nombreuses  demandes  d'infor- 
mation, relatives  aux  régions  productives  du  caoutchouc  du  Brésil, 
de  la  Bolivie  et  du  Pérou,  '*et  aux  moyens  les  plus  éiciles  de  s'y 
rendre."  En  réponses  partielles  à  ces  demandes,  les  iâîts  suivants, 
relatifs  aux  nombreux  affluents  du  grand  fleuve  de  TAmazone, 
sont  publiés. 

Dans  une  conférence  récente  faite  à  la  Cluiiiibre  de  Commerce 
de  Bordeaux.  M.  Vikner,  de  retour  d'une  mission  spéciale  au 
Brésil,  a  donné  des  détails  forts  importants  sur  l'extension  du 
mouvement  commercial  du  Brésil  et  sur  les  progrès  de  la  naviga- 
tion, spécialement  dans  le  vaste  bassin  de  l'Amazone.  IVI.  \'iêner 
est  resté  une  année  entière  au  Brésil  ;  il  en  a  parcouru  les  principaux 
États;  il  n'a  pas  visité  moins  de  vingt-sept  marchés,  dont  les  cen- 
tres ¡HÍncipaux  sont  dans  le  nord.  Para,  Manáos  et  Iquîtos,  et 
dans  le  sud,  Santos,  Bahta  et  Rio.  M.  Viéner  évalue  le  com- 
merct^  actuel  du  Brésil  à  2,5"oo  millions  cic  trancs,  dont  i,joo 
millions  à  rexportation.  L'exj)ortation  se  compose  surtout  de 
caté,  de  caoutchouc  et  de  cacao. 

Pendant  le  dernier  exercice  1896-97,  d'après  le  message  du 
Président  Prudente  Moraes,  la  quantité  de  café  exportée  s'est 
élevée  à  6,809,177  sacs.  L'exportation  du  caoutchouc  est  aussi 
en  progression.  Le  Moniteur  Officiel  du  Commerce,  du  27  mai 
dernier,  a  publié,  sur  ce  point,  un  rapport  intéressant  du  consul  de 
France  en  Bolivie,  duquel  il  résulte  que  les  exportations  totales 
du  Para,  sur  rAiiia/oîie,  ont  passe  de  1,580,040  arrobes  en  1891 
à  21,072,513  kilo^rainnus  en  1896. 

Des  détails  sur  la  navigation  dé  l'Amazone  sont  fournis  par  M. 
Carlos  de  Cisneros,  dont  le  rapport  à  ce  sujet  fut  publié  dans  le 
Bulletin  la  Société  de  Géographie  Commerciale  de  Bordeaux.  M. 

isNEROs  constate  comme  résultat  de  ses  investigations  que  nulle 
part  de  la  terre  ne  possède  un  régime  fluvial  comparable  à  celui 
du  Brésil.  Et  quoique  ce  régime  réunisse  des  avantages  excep- 
tionnels, il  est  susceptible  de  très  grandes  améliorations  qui  auront 
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probablement  lieu  dans  le  siècle  prochain,  des  que  la  population 
aura  augmenté  et  qu'elle  disposera  de  ressources  suffisantes. 

La  navigation  de  l'Amazone  est  toujours  croissante,  elle  bc  dé- 
veloppe nrcessairenunt  avec  le  peuplement,  la  colonisation  et 
l'exploitation  des  contrées  que  traverse  ce  grand  fleuve.  A  lui 
seul,  l'Amazone  compte  1,100  aíñuents  ou  tributaires.  Pour  le 
moment  il  n'est  pas  question  et  il  serait  impossible  d'utiliser  un 
pareil  réseau.  Il  faut  avant  tout,  que  le  peuplement  commence, 
que  lliomme  arrive,  s'acclimate  et  se  fixe.  Cet  acclimatement  ne 
peut  guère  être  tente  quant  à  présent  que  par  les  Italiens,  les  Poi^ 
,  tugáis  et  les  E.  j)a^nols.  Aux  autres  Européens,  Français,  Anglais, 
Allemands,  il  n'est  en  quelque  sorte  permis  (^ue  d'habiter  les  villes. 

Au  point  de  vue  de  la  navigabilité  coimiierciale,  M.  Cisv?  ros 
partage  le  cours  de  l'Amazone  en  deux  régions  (|ui  ont  pour  pouit 
de  départ  la  ville  de  Nauta  au  confluent  du  Maranon  et  de  l'Uca- 
yali.  Le  Maranon  forme  le  cour  principal  de  l'Amazone.  Sor- 
tant du  lac  de  Laricocha,  dans  le  Haut-Pérou,  le  Marañoán  coule 
d'abord  du  sud  au  nord,  comme  un  torrent  profond,  partageant  en 
deux,  la  Cordillère  Centrale  du  Pérou.  On  peut  le  comparer  à 
rindus  qui  trace  son  cours  à  8,000  pieds  au-dessous  des  Pamirs. 
Arrivé  à  Jean  de  Bracamosos,  le  Maranon  change  brusquenirnt  la 
direction  de  son  cours:  il  coule  de  l'ouest  à  l'est  au  lieu  de  se 
diriger  du  sud  au  nord;  il  cesse  d'être  un  torrent  de  hautes  mon- 
tagnes pour  devenir  à  peu  près  un  fleuve  de  pl  linrs.  H  reçoit 
alors  depuis  San- Antonio,  avant  l'arrivée  du  Hualiagua  le  nom 
de  Solimoês,  de  même  qu*à  Manáos,  après  l'arrivée  du  Rio  Negro 
il  reçoit  celui  des  Amazones. 

Dans  la  première  région  du  cours  de  l'Amazone,  comprenant  le 
Maranon  et  le  Hualiagua,  il  existe  une  certaine  navigation,  prin- 
cipalement sur  le  Hualiagua,  mais  cette  navigation  ne  peut  être 
et  n'est  que  temporaire.  Les  st(  amers  du  Para  et  de  Manáos 
viennent  pt)rter  et  prendre  des  marchandises  à  des  époques  indéter- 
minées, six  ou  huit  fois  par  an. 

Le  Hualiagua  est  navigable  en  tout  temps  pour  des  vapeurs 
calant  3  pieds,  depuis  l'endroit  où  il  se  jette  dans  le  Maiañón, 
à  San  Lorenzo,  jusqu'à  Achinamisa,  à  1 27  milles  de  son  embouchure; 
la  vitesse  moyenne  du  courant  pour  ce  parcours  est  de  3  milles. 
La  navigation  ne  peut  avoir  lieu  que  de  septembre  à  mai  pour  les 
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navires  calant  7  pieds;  de  lile  de  Yurinamaguas  à  Achinamîsa, 
le  cours  du  Huallagua  est  parallèle  à  celui  du  Marañón  et  conduit 

également  au  cœur  du  Pérou. 

L'Uyaruli  est  le  second  des  affluents  du  Marañón,  venant  du 
sud;  il  est,  de  même  que  le  Huallagua,  exclusivement  péruvien. 
11  sort  du  Cerro  del  Pasco,  à  peu  de  distance  du  Huallagua,  sous 
le  nom  d'abord  d'Apis-Paro.  Il  coule  du  sud  au  nord,  parallèle* 
ment  au  Huallagua  et  au  Marañón,  L'Uyacal i,  par  ses  affluents 
rApurdurac,  l'Umbambo  et  le  Pancartambo,  reçoit  les  eaux  des 
environs  de  Cuzco.  Il  esc  moins  torrentueux  que  le  Huallagua; 
il  échappe  bien  plus  tôt  que  le  Huallagua  aux  derniers  contreforts 
de  la  Cordillère  Royale;  ses  rapides  sont  moins  nombreux,  sa 
largtiur  est  plus  grande;  il  offre  à  la  navigation  un  instrument  plus 
puissant.  Depuis  son  embouchure  jusc^u'au  confluent  avec  le 
Pachitca,  l'un  de  ses  affluents,  il  peut  être  parcouru  par  des  steamers 
calant  7  pieds;  vitesse  moyenne  du  courant,  2.8  milles  à  l'heure. 
Du  Pachitea  au  conñuent  de  l'Umbambo  et  du  Tambo  la  calaison 
ne  doit  plus  ctre  que  de  3  pieds. 

M.  Carlos  B.  Cisneros  a  réuni  les  détails  ci-après  sur  les 
affluents  de  TUyacali:  i**  le  Pachitea  est  navigable  en  tout  temps 
pour  des  vapeurs  calant  6  pieds,  depuis  son  embouchure,  soit  un 
parcours  de  191  milles:  courant  moyen,  2.)  milles:  2°  le  Péchir, 
aiîlucnr  (lu  I^achitca.  est  navigable  sur  yt)  milles:  courant  moyen, 
2.2  milles;  ^  le  Palcazu  est  navigable  sur  36.5  milles  jusfju'au 
port  intérieur  de  Mayro,  avec  un  tort  courant  moym  de  3.25 
milles;  4*"  le  Sambo,  cette  rivière  acte  parcourue  par  des  steamers 
calant  3  pieds  jusqu'à  une  distance  de  20  milles  de  sa  jonction 
avec  rUyacalL  M.  CArlos  B.  Cisneros  ajoute,  en  ce  qui  con- 
cerne le  Sambo,  que:  cependant  des  explorations  faites  sur  des 
pirogues  et  sur  des  radeaux  |)ermettent  de  croire  qtie  le  Sambo 
devait  être  navigable  dans  tout  son  cours  au  niovcn  de  va})curs  de 
faible  calaison  et  munis  d'une  machine  assez  puissante  j)our  v.iin- 
cr(^  un  i ourant  de  10  milles,  et  d'appareils  qui  leur  permettent  de 
virer  dans  un  petit  rayon;  et  qu'avec  ces  mêmes  embarcations,  il  est 
possible  de  naviguer  sur  les  tributaires  du  Sambo,  le  Perené,  jus- 
qu'à Pangoa,  et  le  Ene  jusqu'à  sa  formation  par  les  rivières  Mantaro 
et  l'Apurinac,  et  finalement  que  le  Mantaro  peut  être  aussi  navi- 
gable sur  un  parcours  de  quelques  milles,  et  l'Apurinac  jusqu'à 
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Simarives:"  res  dernier?;  renseignements  donnent  une  idee  de 
r^xtréme  complexitc  du  réseau  amazonien;  5**  l'Umbambo  est 
navigable  pour  des  vapeurs  calant  3  pieds  jusqu'à  une  distance  de 
35  milles.  Les  explorateurs  qui  ont  parcouru  l'Umbambo  ont 
émis  l'opinion  qu'il  devait  être  navigable  sur  une  plus  grande  dis- 
tance, de  même  que  son  affluent  le  Pancartambo.  De  nombreuses 
explorations  multiplient,  depuis  quelques  années,  les  voyages  soit 
dans  le  Pérou,  soit  dans  le  Brésil,  en  vue  de  conndtre  tous  les 
cours  d'eau  et  leurs  conditions  de  navigabilitr.  les  uns  au  {loinr  de 
vue  scientifique,  les  autres  au  point  de  vue  commercial,  surtout 
pour  ^voriser  l'exploitation  et  Texportation  du  caoutchouc;  chaque 
année  de  nouveaux  marches  sont  constitués. 

Quant  au  Marañón  lui-même,  de  Nauta  jusqu'à  Borja,  avant  sa 
jonction  avec  le  Purus,  en  amont,  et  avec  la  Madeira,  en  aval  de 
Manáos,  il  ne  pourrait  être  parcouru,  d'après  M.  Carlos  B.  Cisneros, 
par  des  steamers  calant  7  pieds  que  de  septembre  à  mai. 

M.  Carlos  B.  Cisneros  a  résumé  dans  un  tableau  les  princi- 
paux résultats  de  ses  recherches  sur  les  conditions  actuelles  de  la 
navigation  du  ticuve  des  Amn/ones  au  Pérou.  Nous  reprodui- 
sons ci-après  les  plus  importants  de  ces  résultats. 

FleuvcH  ou  rivière». 


Maraflón  

Ilualla>;ua  

Ucayali: 

I"  Depuis  l'origine. . . 

2»  Depuis  le  Pachitea 

Pachitea   

Palcazas  

Tambo  

Umbambo  


BRÉSIL— CHILI. 

Les  gouvernements  du  Brésil  et  du  Chili  ont  négocié  récem* 
ment  les  traites  suivants:  Premièrement,  un  traité  de  Commerce 
et  de  Navigation;  deuxièmement,  un  traité  à  l'égard  de  l'Exercice 

des  Arts  Libéraux;  troisièmement,  un  traité  d'Extradition. 

Par  les  termes  du  traité  premièrement  mentionné,  les  vaisseaux 
de  chacune  des  deux  nations  seront  considérés,  quand  ils  seront 
dans  les  ports  de  l'autre  nation,  comme  s'ils  étaient  sous  leurs  pro- 
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pres  drapeaux,  añn  qu'ils  puissent  jouir  de  tous  les  privilèges  con- 
cédés à  la  marine  marchande  nationale.  D'après  l'Article  IV, 
les  produits  principaux  du  Chile  devront  être  admis  en  firanchise 

de  droits  dans  le  Brésil,  et  d*après  1* Article  V,  un  privilège  corrc- 
spondaiir  tst  accorde  quant  aux  produits  du  Brésil  qui  feront 
entrée  aux  porrs  du  C hilé. 

Par  les  termes  du  second  traité,  les  citoyens  de  cliacune  des  deux 
'Républiques  contractantes  auront  la  faculté,  dans  le  territoire  de 
Tune  ou  de  Tautre,  de  suivre  la  profession  dans  laquelle  ils  auront 
été  admis,  par  un  document  ou  un  diplôme,  de  par  l'autorité 
nationale  compétente.  On  requiert  que  le  tel  diplôme  ou  le  tel 
certificat,  et  un  certificat  de  l'identité  de  l'individu,  seront  enregis^ 
très  au  Ministère  des  Affaires  Etrangères. 

Le  traité  d'extradition  entre  les  deux  pays  est  de  caractère 
général,  et  comprend  toutes  tornies  de  délits  contre  les  lois  et  les 
ordonnances,  et  proportionne  les  peines  aux  diverses  oâfenses  nom- 
mées dans  le  traité. 

D'après  l'Article  III,  les  offenses  politiques,  ou  celles  qui  font 
suite  aux  ofiênses  politiques,  ne  sont  pas  considérées  comme  motif 
suffisant  pour  l'extradition.  Les  actes  des  anarchistes,  cependant, 
ne  sont  pas  classés  sous  la  rubrique  d'ofiènses  poliüques. 

SERVICE  DES  EAUX  DE  LA  VILLE  DE  BELÉM,  CAPITALE  DE 

L'ÉTAT  DU  PARA.* 

Le  gouvernement  de  l'Etat  du  Pará,  qui  se  charge  actuellement 
de  l'approvisionnement  des  eaux  potables  dans  la  ville  de  lieléni, 
vient  d'ouvrir  un  concours  cjui  durera  jusqu'au  31  décembre  de 
cette  année,  pour  l'adjudication  de  ce  service.  Les  inturniations 
au  sujet  de  ce  concours  seront  données  au  Consulat  Général  du 
Brésil  à  New- York.  Les  principales  conditions  de  cette  adjudi- 
cation sont  les  suivantes: 

{(i)  L*Étac  transfert  à  l'acheteur  tous  les  droits  ^u'il  possède  sur  les  machines 
et  matériaux  employés  actuellement. 

(¿)  L'État  assure  ¿  l'acheteur  le  droit  de  cet  approvisionnement  par  canalisa* 
tîon,  pour  un  terme  de  60  ans. 

(r)  Prorogation  du  terme  pour  50  ans  de  plus,  dans  le  cas  où,  pendant  la 

*RL't'crcnce  a  Oté  faite  á  propusitit  ns  dans  le  Bulletin  Mensuel  du  niuis  de 
septembre,  pagt-  509,  sous  désignation  de  Miscellannées  commerciales. 


Digitized  by  Google 


image 
not 
a  vailable 


856 


BUREAU   OF  AMERICAN  Rti^LüLlCS. 


L'industrie  minière  est  en  bonne  voie  de  progres,  et  plusieurs 
entreprises  sont  en  train  d'exploîtàtîon  active  et  promettent  des 

rendements  satistaibunts.  Le  climat  tir  la  région  des  mines  est 
gOnt'ralcnicnt  excellent.  Le  ^rand  obstacle  au  développement  de 
cette  industrie  est  le  manque  de  bonnes  routes  pour  le  transport 
des  machines. 

Les  intérêts  agricoles  du  Département  sont  presque  exclusive- 
ment limités  à  la  production  des  bananes,  du  riz  et  de  la  canne  à 
sucre,  mais  on  s'attend  à  ce  que  ces  produits  deviennent  à  Tavenir, 
d'une  importance  secondaire  par  rapport  au  cacao  et  au  café,  qui 
commencent  à  réclamer  beaucoup  d'attention  des  agriculteurs. 

Dans  la  province  de  Cocle,  la  cultivation  du  café  vient  de 
recevoir  une  attention  spéciale;  il  y  a,  à  présent,  plus  de  100,000 
d'arbres  plantés.  Beaucoup  d'intérêt  s'atrai  he  à  la  culture  des 
arbres  à  caoutchouc.  Les  arbres  qui  ont  été  plantés  ne  sont  pas 
encore  arrivés  à  la  période  de  production,  mais  quand  ils  seront 
arrivés  à  maturité  et  seront  prêts  pour  les  incisions,  on  s'attend  à 
une  récolte  d'une  grande  quantité  de  caoutchouc. 

Il  n'y  a  pas  d'opportunité  pour  le  travail  de  métier  dans  le  Dé- 
partement, le  nombre  d'artisans  natifs  étant  plus  que  suffisant  pour 
subvenir  aux  besoins.  Les  laboureurs  natifs  reçoivent  sur  les 
plantations  de  bananes  et  de  sucre  $l-ÇO  par  jour  en  monnaie  du 
pays,  éijuivalent.  en  monnaie  des  Etats-Unis,  à  $4.50  par  semaine. 
11  y  a  un(  demande  toujours  croissante  pour  le  travail  manuel,  et 
tout  homme  qui  peut  manier  une  pique  peut  gagner  des  gages 
fixés  de  soixante  cents  a  $1.50  par  jour. 

La  rivière  Magdalena  est  l'artère  principale  du  commerce  de 
la  République  et  traverse  le  pays  de  sa  source,  dans  la  région 
montagneuse,  à  son  embouchure  au  port  de  Baranquilla.  Cette 
grande  rivière  est  sillonnée  par  des  bateaux  à  vapeur  construits 
spécialement  pour  (  ette  navigation,  ne  calant  pas  plus  de  3  pieds, 
étant  cliargé.s  de  marchaFiclise  s.  Pendant  l'année  1896,  les  bateaux 
à  vapeur  appartenant  a  naran(|uilÍaont  fait  312  voyages,  remontant 
la  rivière,  transportant  29,000  tonnes  environ,  et  315  voyages, 
descendant  la  rivière,  avec  23,000  tonnes  environ,  transportant  sur 
les  deux  trajets  14,000  passagers. 

Les  lignes  suivantes  de  bateaux  à  vapeur  ont  des  dates 
régulières  de  départ  et  de  retour  au  port  de  Savanilla,  qui  est  un 
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presque  toutes  les  expéditions  étaient  à  destination  de  Hambourg 
(Allemagne),  et,  comme  on  le  constatera  par  les  chiffres  ci-dessous, 
ce  mouvement  est  en  voie  de  subir  un  changement  très  marqué. 
Pour  Tannée  fiscale  finissant  le  30  juin  le  total  des 

importations  de  ce  produit  s'élevait  à  $14,115.80;  pour  l'année 
finissant  le  30  juin  1897  il  était  de  $2,7^0.88;  ce  qui  accuse 
une  forte  baisse  qui  a  été  plus  grande  encore  pendant  l'année  fis- 
cale de  1896-97,  quand  le  total  des  expéditions  du  port  de  Car- 
thagènes  pour  les  États-Unis  s'élevait  seulement  à  $1,684.49. 
Aucune  partie  de  cette  quantité  n'a  été  envoyée  durant  la  période 
entre  le  i*'  janvier  et  le  1"  avril;  pour  les  trois  mois  suivants, 
les  chifires  donnent  un  total  de  $1,231.41.  Mais  entre  le  i**" 
juillet  et  le  27  août,  Tactivité  de  ce  commerce  commença  à  se 
manifester,  et  quinze  cargaisons  furent  expédiées,  dont  la  valeur 
était  de  $13,828. 


GUATEMALA. 

MODIFICATIONS  DU  TARIF. 

Par  un  décret  daté  le  23  juin  1897,  les  modifications  suivantes 
du  tarif  de  Guatemala  ont  été  promulguées  officiellement: 

Les  articles  dénoniiucò  ci-après,  cuntuiucnt  a  être  adiiii^  en 
franchise: 

Ri/. 

Minéraux,  scorics. 
Haricots. 
?n]^  c-pagnols. 
M, il.. 

ílcliaüiillons  satis  valeur  commerciale,  mais  sur  ceux  qui  en  ont,  Jcs  droits 
n'cxccdcront  pas  un  dollar. 

Or  et  argent  en  barres,  en  poudre,  ou  monnayés. 
Pommes  de  terre  et  autres  plantes  nutritives  similaires. 
Vaccin. 

Graines  de  fleurs  ou  de  légumes  et  autres,  non  dénommées. 
Aréomètres. 

Alambiques  en  métal  d'une  capacité  moins  d'un  demi  gallon,  pour  servir  i  des 

analyses  chimiques. 

Alphabets  sur  des  cubes  en  bois,  i  l'usage  des  écoles. 
Amiante  en  fibres  ou  en  feuilles,  dans  son  état  naturel* 
Ancres  et  leurs  accessoires. 
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Debris  ct  épaves  de  navires. 

Cîr.'ivures,  non  encadrées,  par  dc^  nrriftes  de  Ciuatcmala  résidant  à  l'étranger, 
pourvu  (|uc  des  preuve»  sutiisantcs  de  leur  authenticité  soient  produites. 
Chiendent,  , 
(iviaiio  et  autres  engrais  naturels  ou  artihciels. 
!•  usées  pour  travaux  de  mines. 
Fer  en  barres. 

Fourneaux  et  autres  appareils  en  briques  réfractaires  ou  en  graphite  pour 
Fessai  des  métaux. 

Aimant  naturel  et  artificiel. 
Bois  en  grume. 

Machines  et  batteries  électriques  (non  chargées)  pour  entreprises  publiques. 

Modèlc<^  de  machines  et  d'édifices. 

Modèles  de  fleuri. 

Journaux,  en  feuilles  volantes. 

Pâîc  cr  poudre  de  platine. 

Pâte  de  bois,  chitFons,  déchets  et  rognures  pour  la  fabrication  du  papier. 
Feuilles  de  palmier  pour  la  fabrication  de  chapeaux. 

A  partii:  du  premier  juillet  prochain,  les  marchandises  suivantes 
paieront  les  droits  ci-après  mentionnés,  selon  leur  poid  brut: 


Afttele*.  P»r  Idio. 


Avoine,  non  niondée  ,  

Acide  ul¿iquc,  brut  pour  fabriquer  des  savons. 
Son  


Sóí.ime  

Fils  (!<•  il T  liah  .misé  et  ftls  de  laiiou  pour  transmission  électrique  ,  - . 

Fils  lii  f>  r    il\  .misé  pouf  clôtures,  simples  ou  avec  pv'iteaux  et  accessoires. . . 

Goudron  de  houille  

Appareils  pour  ¿-cluiragc  à  la  lumière  de  bicarbure  d'hydrogène  

Appareils  électriques»  excepté  les  substances  chimiques  comprises  dans  le 
tarif  


Charrues  et  leurs  parties  séparées. ...  

Bétail  vivant,  pas  pour  l'élevage,  par  tête  , 

Soufre  indigène,  brut,.  

Morue  (sèche,  salée  où  fumée)   -  , 

Billets  de  banque    

Pompes  en  fer  ou  en  bronziî  de  tout  genre,  non  dénommées  

Cheminées  de  verre  pour  lumière  électrique  incandescente...  

Goudron  préparé  pour  les  navires  

Capsules  en  verre  et  en  porcelaine  pour  des  expériences  chimiques  et  phar- 
maceutiques  .,.  

Charbon  de  terre,  de  buis,  et  d'animaux,  non  pulvérisé......  

Viandes  fumées  ou  salées    

Tartes  marines,  de  géographie  et  de  topograpliie  '.  

hiuis  de  poche  pour  réactifs  

Carton  pierre  ou  goudronné  pour  toitures  

Ciment  romain,  chaux  et  chaux  hydraulique   . .  .  < 

Coke . ;  


Vt-rrt-'-  ^:radui's  «  l  mtn  s  de  \-(.'i  ri',  ur.idués  OU  HOU  

Creusets  de  tout  genre  et  coupelles   

Cahiers  de  modèles  de  dessin,  de  calliftraphie  et  de  broderie. 

Maisons  portatives  complètes,  en  bois  et  en  fer  

Globes  terrestres  et  célestes  


Saoi 
.01 
.01 
.  10 

.01 

.  01 
.  02 

.02 
.os 
3.00 
.ot 

.05 

I.  00 
.02 
.03 
.01 

.05 
.01  Ji 
.05 
.  10 
I.  00 
.01 

.oiji 

.40 

.01 

.  10 

.03 
.10 
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NAH  pense  que  cinquante  tonnes  de  cannes  par  acre,  peuvent 
facilement  être  obtenues.  Avec  des  machines  et  des  procédés 
perfêctionés,  une  tonne  de  cannes,  donnera  en  moyenne,  cent  quatre- 
vingts  livres  de  sucre.   Il  évalue  le  maximum  des  frais  de  culture, 

de  récolte,  de  nettoyage  et  de  livraison  au  moulin,  à  trois  dollars 
par  tonne. 

Ci-aprcs,  nous  donnons  l'évaluation  de  M.  Vannah  des  dépenses 
mensuelles  pour  la  manutacture  du  sucre  provenant  de  1,000  acres 
de  cannes;  les  joumées  étant  de  vingt-quatre  heures  chacune. 


Hangars  pour  la  canne,  deux  relais  de  quatre  hommes  chacun   $144.00 

Moulin,  deux  relais  de  deux  hommes  chacun,  pour  écraser  $00  tonnes  de 

cannes  par  jour   72.00 

Fours  à  bagasse,  «Jeux  huaunes   36.  ou 

Chaudières,  deux  hommes   36. 00 

Un  ingénieur  en  chef  et  deux  aides   720.OO 

Pour  la  clarification,  deux  relai?  de  deux  hommes  chacun   72.  00 

Machine  à  double  effet,  deux  hommes   36. 00 

Prêpareur  de  sucre,  à  50  cents  les  1,000  livres  de  sucre  ei  500  tonnes  de 

cannes  traitées  par  jour,  à  raison  de  iflo  livres  par  tonne   1, 375. 00 

Deux  aides  au  préparateur  de  sucre   iw.oo 

Presses  pour  hitrer,  deux  relais  de  deux  hommes  chacun                       ...  72.  00 

Cbaufeurs,  deux  relais  de  deux  hommes  chacun   72. 00 

Machine  centrifuge,  quatre  hommes  à  950  par  mois  chacun   9oa  00 

Deux  aides  à  $40  par  rnoi'i  chacun  ,   80.  no 

Chargeurs,  deux  relais  de  quatre  hummes  chacun   144.  00 

Peseurs  du  sucre,  deux  hommes  à  $30  par  mois  chacun   60. 00 

Peseurs  de  cannes,  deux  hommes  à  $90  par  mois  chacun   6a  00 

LumiiTc  iicctrique,  un  homme . .     30.00 

Teneur  de  livres   125.00 

Second  teneur  de  livres   50, 00 

Chefs  d'escouade  d'ouvriers   80.00 

Nourriture  et  logement  detittinxe  employés,  à  raison  de  $33.50  chacun ....  "  ?o 

Chef  cuisinier  par  mois. .......                                                     ......  6u.  00 

Deux  aides  «  1   60. 00 

Combustibles,  pétrole,  dépenses  éventuelles,  etc.,  par  mois   550. 00 

87,000  barils  par  mois  A  75  cents  chacun   30. 350, 00 

Total   34.863.50 


L'estimation  ci-dessus  est  en  monnaie  courante  Mexicaine. 

La  saison  pour  la  iabrication  du  sucre  dure  environ  trois  mois, 
ou  pour  être  plus  précis,  cent  jours;  cv  qui  donnerait  un  total  de 
dépenses  de  $83,018.34  pour  la  récolte»  auquel  il  iaut  ajouter  le 
coût  de  la  cultivation  et  de  la  livraison  au  moulin,  calculé  par  M. 
Vannah  à  $150,000;  donnant  $233,018.34.  comme  montant  de 
tous  les  firats  d'une  récolte  produite  par  1,000  acres. 

D'après  l'évaluation  de  M.  Vannah,  le  rendement  des  1,000 
acres  ci-dessus  mentionnés,  serait  de  9,000,000  de  livres,  et  au  prix 
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agricoles»  on  rapporte  que  la  condition  des  récoltes  est  excellente. 
Les  revenus  pour  Texercice  1896-97  se  sont  élevés  à  $5 1,500*000, 
soit  une  augmentation  de  $1,000^000  sur  Tannée  précédente. 


NICARAGUA. 

PRIMES  ACCORDÉES  POUR  LA  CULTURE  DU  CAFÉ,  DU  CACAO, 
DU  CAOUTCHOUC,  ETC..  SUR  LES  TERRES  PUBLIQIJES. 

Ce  Bureau  11  reçu  de  M.  M.  î.  Clan'cy,  ap^ent  consulaire  des 
États-Unis,  à  Bluehelds,  la  traduction  d'un  récent  décret  offrant 
au  Département  de  Zelaya,  les  mêmes  conditions  relatives  à  la 
culture  des  principaux  produits,  que  celles  qui  ont  été  ofièrtes 
jusqu'à  présent,  aux  autres  Départements  de  la  République. 

La  prime  ou  récompense,  est  établie  pour  une  période  de  cinq 
années,  et  dont  les  termes  sont  comme  suit: 

Pour  chaque  hectare  (2,471  acres)  'i<-  ;)àiuragc — 


Dans  les  terres  boisées  mais  Oéinchécs   $3 

Dans  les  terres  déboisées   3 

Pour  chaque  hectare  planté— 

De  pommes  de  terre    a 

Demais   s 

Deliaricots   a 

De  riz   3 

De  tabac   3 

Do  canne  à  sucre    4 

De  blé   3 


En  transmettant  ce  décret,  M.  Clancy  donne  l'explication  sui* 
vante  de  l'expression  ''pâturage  déboisé."  Tout  terrain,  au  Nica* 
ragua,  n'est  qu'une  vaste  foret,  excepté  une  ^^savanne,"  que  Von 
rencontre  quelquefois.    Quand  le  terrain  est  déboisé  pour  en  &tre 

un  pâturage,  on  ne  garde  que  les  arbres  nécessaires  pour  abriter 
ks  animaux,  c'est  ce  qui  est  connu  sous  le  nom  de  "pâturage 

déboisr."' 

Le  but  de  ce  décret  est  d'encourager  une  colonisation  désirable 
venant  de  tous  les  pays. 
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responsabilité  dans  son  pays.  Son  accession  à  cette  haute  dignité 
a  reçu  l'approbation  universelle  de  la  presse  et  des  hommes 

éminents  du  Paraguay. 

NOUVEAU  MINISTÈRE. 

Le  ministère  actuel  de  la  République  de  l'Uruguay,  est  comme 
suit: 

Ministre  de  l'Intérieur,  M.  Eduardo  Mac  Eachek. 
Ministre  des  Finances,  M.  Jvav  Camptstbgui. 

Ministre  du  Fomento,  M.  Jacobo  Varela. 
Ministre  de  la  Guerre  et  de  la  Marine,  le  LieuL-Géncral  L.  E. 
Perkz. 

Ministre  des  Aifairs  iitrangcres^  M.  le  Dr.  Mariano  Derreira. 

COMMERCE  AVEC  LES  ÉTATS-UNIS. 

M.  Mi  RGUioNix),  consul  général,  a  fourni  à  ce  Bureau  les  Sta- 
tistic^ucs  suivantes  relativt^s  au  commerce  entre  l'Uni<i'uuy  et  les 
États-Unis,  pendant  les  premiers  six  mois  de  l'annce  courante, 
comparé  à  celui  de  la  même  période  en  1896. 


Année 

BspoitaUoos. 

Importations. 

iSoû  

$725.  854^  71 
539. 0x8.24 

$1, 034.  7S7 
3.611.263 

Ces  chitircs  montrent  une  diminution  dt-  $k)6,8^6.47  pour  les 
exportations  de  l'année  acrucUc,  cr  une  augmentation  de  $2,576^.^6 
pour  les  importations  pendant  la  même  aiuiée. 

Les  exportations  de  New  York  accusent  une  diminution  de 
$266,189,  celles  des  ports  le  plus  au  sud  et  à  Test  se  maintiennent 

Les  importations  sont  réparties  comme  suit  : 

New  York   $3, 428, 219 

Philadelphie   ao,  707 

Boston  .«  ,   x$o,933 

Baltimore   XI,4I4 

COMMERCE  EXTÉRIEUR. 

D'après  des  données  officielles  l'ensemble  des  importations  et  des 
exportations  de  l'Uruguay,  pendant  le  premier  semestre  de  1897, 
se  décompose  de  la  manière  suivante  : 
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9^  Point  de  Bolidificfttion  des  précédents:  depuis  37.5°  jusqu'à  48.8^. 
10.  Point  de  fusion  de  la  matière  neutre:  depuis  28^  jusqu'à  35.6**. 
1 1°.  Point  de  solidification  de  la  précitée:  depuis  24^  jusqu'à  32.6°. 

12°.  Vapeurs  nitrcuses  (Carlletct):  masse  solide. 

13°.  Densité  jusqu'à  +75*^  prise  avec  la  balance  de  Mohr:  depuis  0.913 
jusqu'à  0.916. 

Pour  le  beurre,  les  réactions  sont: 

l".  Essai  de  Kiittstortcr:  en  milligraninicí  de  potasse  (KOH):  depuis  220 
jusqu'à  24^9  i>u  rci]ui\-. lient  :  depuis  255  jusqu'à  230. 
2*.  Essai  de  R.  M.  W.;  de  z()  à  jZ. 

3°.  Essai  de  HUbl:  de  26  à  35.5. 
4".  Essai  de  Hehner:  de  85  à  89. 

5^  Point  de  solidification  des  graisses  acides:  de  38"  à  40^. 

Par  une  loi  récente  du  Congrès  vénézuélien,  tous  mélanges  de  saindoux  et 
d'oléomargarine  faisant  autrefois  partie  de  la  classe  3  avec  le  saindoux  pur,  ont 
été  mis  dans  la  classe  4  du  tarif}  le  saindoux  pur  est  retenu  dans  la  classe  3. 
Lei  droits  appliqués  à  la  classe  3,  selon  le  tarif,  sont  de  23  centimes  par  kilo- 
gramme, tandis  que  ceux  de  la  classe  4  sont  de  75  centimes. 

COMMERCE  DE  LA  CIRCONSCRIPTION  CONSULAIRE  DE 
CARACAS  POUR  L'ANNÉE  1896. 

[Extraits  d'uu  rapport  officieL] 
StACHIKES. 

Il  existe  peu  de  manufactures  dans  le  pays,  et  la  demande  de  machines  :>e  borne 
à  celles  nécessaires  à  l'exploitation  des  mines  ou  au  matériel  de  chemins  de  fer. 
Les  autres  articles,  tels  que  les  machines  agricoles,  sont  obtenus  des  Etats-Unis 
plus  rapidement  et  à  meilleur  marché. 

MINES. 

L'exploitation  d'une  iiunc  d'or,  avec  bon  matériel,  vient  d'etre  étabuc  rcccni- 
ment  sous  la  direction  d'ingénieurs  anglais.  Le  capital  se  souscrit  actuellement 
à  Londres  et  à  Paris.  La  Compagnie  porte  le  nom  de  Compagnie  de  la  mine 
d'or  de  Guarico,  Limitée,"  du  nom  du  district  où  cette  mine  est  située. 

CHEMINS  DE  PEE. 

Le  CiDuvcrnement  s'est  acquitte  de  ses  obligations  envers  les  ditferentcs  com- 
pagnies pour  la  garantie  des  sept  pour  cent  du  capital,  en  émettant  des  bons  de 
ta  nouvelle  dette  de  50,000,000  de  bolivars,  portant  un  intérêt  de  5  pour  cent 
par  an.  En  outre,  il  a  acheté  te  matériel,  les  quais,  les  entrepôts,  la  ligne  et 
tes  mines  de  charbon  de  Naricual  appartenant  à  la  compagnie  de  Guanta, 
Limitée,  pour  la  somme  de  1,500,000  francs  payés  avec  les  bons  de  ladite  dette. 
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p>cndant  Ic  traict  fur  la  ri\  ièrc  Zulîa  à'l'épague  des  sécheresses,  et  réglera  de 
cette  manière  de  grandes  transactions  commerciales  avec  les  ports  tributaires 
iinporidius,  jusqu'à  Maracaibo.  La  voie  jusqu'à  Uraca  sera  bientôt  termince, 
car  les  travaux  sont  si  avancés  qu'il  ne  reste  qu'à  poser  les  rails,  qui  sont 
attendus  sous  peu. 

LA   VILLE   DE  MARACAIBO. 

Maracaibo  s'étend  de  plus  en  plus;  les  villages  le  long  du  lac  sont  incorporés 
et  sont  pourvus  de  téléphones,  de  lumière  électrique  et  de  tramways. 

Un  môle  large  et  solide  est  terminé,  ainsi  que  le  quai,  pour  Jes  vapeurs  callant 
i  ij^  pieds,  qui  ne  peuvent  pa»;  arriver  jusqu'à  Macaraibo  en  conséquence  de  la 
barre,  ce  qui  évite  les  moyens  coûteux  et  dangereux  employés  autrefois  pour 
embarquer  et  décharger  les  produits  et  Icb  marchandises  ;  opérations  qu»  s.e  font 
maintenant  sur  le  nouveau  quai,  d*0Ù  ils  vont  directcnient  à  la  noiivelle  douane, 
qui  sera  un  bâtiment  spacieux  et  bien  installé,  et  qui  càt  en  voie  de  conãtruction 
par  une  compagnie  nommée  "  Compaflla  de  los  Muelles  de  Maracaibo,'*  d'après 
un  contrat  fut  avec  le  Gouvernement.  Api'ès  un  certain  temps,  dans  environ 
vingt  ans,  i  partir  d'aujourd'hui,  le  quai  et  les  bâtiments  appartiendront  au 
Gouvernement  Vénézuélien. 

La  correspondance  d'Europe  pour  Maraoûbo  devrait  toujours  être  adressée 
via  New  York  et  de  li,  par  la  ligne  D  rouge,  car  autrement  les  lettres  resteront 
en  route  trente  jours  et  plus,  au  lieu  de  dix-huit  par  la  voie  ci-dessus  indiquée. 

Ën  1896,  il  n'y  a  eu  dans  ce  port  qu'un  seul  navire  flottant  le  pavillon 
anglais,  et  peu  de  vaisseaux  européen*,  car  la  plupart  de?  marchandises  sont 
cxpéJit^cs  par  les  vapeurs  de  la  ligne  D  rouge,  donnant  un  mou\cmcnt  d'aller 
et  de  retour  .1  6:;  navires.  11  y  a  eu  aussj  de<»  voiliers,  ainsi  que  l'on  le  consta- 
tera en  coniulianc  le  rapport  de  la  navigation,  mais  ils  embarquent  générale- 
ment du  bois  et  du  divi-divi  comme  fret  de  retour;  et  ils  sont  ordmairement 
envoyés  au  port  pour  recevoir  des  ordres. 

La  barre  intérieure  "Tablaao,"  a  très  peu  de  profondeur  ;  un  nouveau  chenal 
a  été  découvert;  toutefois,  il  ne  serait  pas  prudent  pour  des  navires  de  charger 
au-dessus  de  1 1  pieds  anglais,  et  seulement  tant  que  la  barre  extérieure  le 
permettra  comme  i  présent. 

La  navigation  du  lac  devient  chaque  année  plus  importante.  Des  petits 
vapeurs  font  connexion  avec  les  chemins  de  fer  de  La  Ceiba  à  Matatan,  et  âfi 
Encontrados  à  La  Fria  ou  Puerto  Villamizar,  ce  dernier  endroit  est  un  port 
Colombien  sur  la  rivière  Zulia. 

EXPORTATION  DO  CAFÍ. 

L'exportation  de  ce  produit  montre  une  augmentation  régulière,  au  fur  ce  à 
mesure  que  les  caféiers  sont  plantés  dans  rintérieur. 


Année. 

yuautité. 

Valeur  tapprazi- 
tnative). 

28,  212 

22.  95 1 

I,  745.  '•  ■0 

I,  6(10,  CH  KJ 
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Par  Tarticle  6  l'entrepreneur  ou  la  compagnie  de  construction, 
qui  entreprend  le  travail,  est  obligé  de  donner  une  garantie  de 
50,000  à  100,000  bolivars  en  or,  ou  son  équivalent  en  fonds 

publics  vénézucliens  ;  ladite  garantie  sera  rendue  aux  parties  con- 
tractantes après  la  terminaison  des  20  kilomètres  de  la  première 
section  de  la  ligne.  La  loi  requiert  que  le  travail  de  construction 
soit  commencé  dans  un  temps  stipulé,  après  l'approbation  du  con- 
trat, et  ce  temps  ne  devra  pas  dépasser  douze  mois.  Le  temps 
précis  pour  la  terminaison  du  travail,  et  pour  l'inauguration  du 
réseau  au  service  public,  devra  aussi  être  stipulé. 

La  partie  faisant  b  demande  pour  la  concession,  doit  présenter 
au  Gouvernement  Varpentage  et  le  tracé  general  de  la  ligne, 
dans  les  trois  mois  précédant  le  commencement  du  travail,  pour 
les  soumettre  au  Congrès  National  pour  son  a[)}irobation.  Cette 
période  ne  sera  ])rolongée  qu'au  cas  d'un  délai  inévitable.  Le 
taux  des  charges  de  trêts  et  de  passagers  doit  être  sujet  à  l'appro- 
bation du  Gouvernement  national,  et  exposé  à  une  baisse  quand 
les  revenus  du  réseau  dépasseront  de  12  pour  cent,  la  valeur  du 
stock  du  capital.  Tout  les  cas  de  contention  de  la  part  de  la 
compagnie  seront  soumis  aux  compromissaires. 

L'article  1 1  établit  le  droit  de  condamnation  de  tous  les  terrains 
dont  on  a  besoin  pour  les  gares,  les  bureaux  et  les  magasins  des 
deux  côtés  de  la  ligne,  la  compagnie  payant  pour  les  mêmes. 
Tout  le  matériel,  toute.-,  les  machines,  et  tous  les  outils  nécessaires 
à  la  construction  et  à  l'opération  de  la  ligne  et  des  bâtiments  seront 
admis  en  iranchise  sur  l'accomplissement  des  formalités  accoutu- 
mées. Les  nouvelles  lignes  seront  conformes  à  la  voie  de  celles 
auxquelles  elles  se  rattachent  La  voie  la  plus  étroite  qui  sera 
permise  doit  avoir  un  mètre  de  largeur. 

Les  bureaux  généraux  de  la  compagnie  devront  être  établis,  soit 
dans  la  capitale  de  la  République,  soit  dans  la  ville  où  aboutit  la 
ligne,  mais  elle  devra  toujours  avoir  un  représentant  autorisé, 
stationné  dans  la  capitale  nationale.  Cette  stipulation  ne  l'empê- 
chera pas  d'établir  des  bureaux  à  l'étranger.  Aucun  transiért  de  la 
propriété  ne  s'accomplira  sans  l'approbation  du  Gouvernement 
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sa  source  s'étendant  aux  ñches  torâts  vierges  de  caoutchouc  de  la  Bolivie,  qui, 

pendant  ces  derniers  temps,  ont  beaucoup  arriré  l'attention. 

Dans  une  communication  récente  adressée  au  Déparic- 


fort  h  UoBwap  ^  ■%  t      r-  t-vri  ivî->  r»/ 

metn  d  htat,  M.  trank  D.  Huj..  L  on<«ul  a  Santo?,  Bré- 
sil, écrit  que  la  barque  J'ii¡nme,  des  Etat«î-Un!s,  a  été  obligée  à  payer  liernièrc- 
mciu  dci>  droits  de  dock  de  la  valeur  de  $300,  quand  elle  fit  demande  de  ses 
papiers  de  sortie.  Cette  difficulté  et  cette  dépense  inutile  sont  les  conséquences 
de  ce  que  ses  papiers  d'enregistrement  ne  contenaient  seulement  que  la  clause  pour 
l'exemption  du  vaisseau  des  "  droits  de  quayage."  Le  Consul  Hill  donne  avis  aux 
maîtres  de  vaisseaux  à  destination  de  Santos,  qu'à  l'avenir,  ils  £usent  inscrire 
dans  les  papiers  d'enregistrement  la  clause  *'  libre  de  droits  de  quayage  et  de 
dock," 

dlnpdmMlA  d»  imprimeurs  brésiliens,  qui  ont  de  l'expérience,  con- 


t>«         -M  viennent  que  la  qualité  des  caractères  américains  est 

supérieure  à  celle  des  fabriques  d'autre  part;  et  qu'à 

moins  d'un  petit  défaut,  qu'on  pourrait  facilement  corriger,  ils  seraient  d'un 
usage  plus  général.  Les  caractères  américains  ne  correspondent  pas  en  poin- 
tage à  ceux  des  autres  pays,  ayant  une  loneueur  d'environ  un  demi  point  de  plus 
que  ces  derniers,  et  une  petite  augmentation  dans  la  hauteur  de  chaque  lettre. 
On  ne  peut  s'en  servir  avec  les  caractères  des  autres  langues,  qui  sont  tous 
pareils  à  cet  égard.  Le  vice-consul  Ber«^,  qui  transmet  cette  information  au 
Département  d'État,  suggère  que  les  fondeurs  de  caractères  aux  Etats-Unis 
soient  préparés  â  fournir  les  caractères  pour  toutes  les  langues,  y  compris  les 
lettres  accentuées  et  les  diverses  particularités  alphabétiques  de  chacune. 

COLOMBIE. 

idaDteit  Le  droit  d'exportation  sur  te  café  a  été  suspendu  par 
^„  décret  oiBcîel,  promulgué  par  le  Président  Cako,  le  1" 
août  1 897.  Cette  taxe,  qui  était  de  $1.60  pour  chaque  50  kilogrammes  (  1 1  ^3 
livres),  a  été  en  vigueur  pendant  plus  de  deux  ans  et  fut  imposée  sur  tout  le  café 
exporté  de  la  Colombie  ou  consommé  dans  le  pays, 

I Lign* d« BaiMBJc     Le  Consul  Smvthe  annonce  l'arrivée  à  Cartagène  du 


àVap«or.  premier  bateau  à  vapeur,  représentant  la  nouvelle  ligne 

qui  lie  ce  port  avec  Mobile,  Alabama.  Ces  vaisseaux,  qui  partiront  toutes  les 
deux  semaines,  tran>porTcri)nt  des  cargaisons  de  pin  picéa  et  d'autres  frètj  de 
Mobile,  et  rciourucroat  avec  des  bananes  de  Cariagcnc  et  de  Bocas  del  Toro. 

Cette  ligne,  qui  esc  conduite  par  la  Snyder  Banana  Company,  fournira,  si  elle 
féusnt  et  devient  permanente,  d'excellentes  facilités  postales  tíitre  Cartagène  et 
les  Etats-Unis» 

CHILE. 

L'Iadostris d«  l'Acier  «t  du  ^  développer  d'avantage  les  industries  manu- 

facturières  du  pays,  le  Gouvernement  propose  de  mettre 
de  côté  $500,000  pour  l'encouragement  des  entreprises  métallurgiques.  Une 
prime  de  $120,000  de  la  sus-dite  somme  sera  appropriée  á  un  syndicat  américain 
pour  l'établissement  d'une  fonderie  de  fer  ;  et  le  reste  sera  distribué  d'une  manière 
semblable  à  mesure  que  des  opportunités  favorables  se  présenteront.  L'exis- 


Digitized  by  Google 


image 
not 
a  vailable 


876 


BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


NICARAGUA. 

Aarm.nt.t.ond.laTaxe        Lc  "Diario  Oficial,"  du  5  ftOÛt,  «897,  pubUc  UD  dé- 

•BBportMtoaad«i'Or.c„(  ^  ^  exportadoni  d'or,  de  la 

République  de  Nicaragua  est  augmentée  de  $i  or,  par  once  sur  les  pépites  d'or, 
et  de  $t  or  par  once  sur  la  poudre  d*or.  Jusqu'ici  le  droit  a  été  de  80 
centavos  (35.44  cents  en  monnaie  des  Ecats-Uni>)  par  once.  En  conséquence 
de  cet  impôt,  les  syndicats  qui  contrôlent  les  industries  minières  de  Tor  du  Nica- 
ragua  de  l'est,  ont  décidé  de  présenter  au  Gouvernement  une  pétition  pour 
rappeler  A  son  aircntion  que  leurs  opérations  ont  été  commencées,  et  que  leurs 
machines  importantes  ont  été  importées  sous  des  conditions  si  différentes,  que  la 
présente  augmentation  paralysera  en  p:irtie,  sinon  en  entier,  leurs  entreprises,  et  ils 
demandent,  s'il  est  possible,  une  réduction  immédiate.  I,c  Consul  O'Hara  rap- 
porte que,  pour  l'année  terminant  le  30  juin  1896,  les  embarquements  d'or  se 
sont  élevés  à  $1 37,929. 14,  monnaie  des  Etats-Unis;  pour  l'exercice  1897,  ils 
étaient  de  $169,565. i;5,  soit  une  augmentation  de  $31,636. 14.. 
L'Adoption  de  l'Étalon  d'Or  'après  dcs  nouvcUcs  rcfues  de  M.  M.  J.  CLANCr, 
PM  !«•  oooiiiitrfuit».  ^  commerçants  de  Bluefields  ont  décidé  d'exiger  de  l'or 
en  paiement  de  leurs  marchandises  quand  elles  sont  vendues  £  crédit.  Les 
prix  seront  faits  en  argent,  mais  l'or  OU  son  équivalent  sera  seul  reçu  dans  les 
marchés  quand  des  demandes  de  crédit  seront  requises. 

SANTO  DOMINGO. 

ExtentionduTernwde       Le  Consul   Grimkp  écrit  de  Santo  Domingo  que  la 
Oridit  aux  Commerçants,    ^lesure  prise  par  les  commerçants  amcricains  pour  l'exten- 
sion  du  terme  de  crédit  aux  maisons  de  commerce  dominicaine^  de  deux  à  quatre 
moi>,  au  lieu  de  trois  molà,  est  salutaire.     Ce  terme  est  encore  plus  court  que 
celui  accorde  j'ar  les  commerçants  curupccna,  dont  l'extension  du  crcdi;  ac  í»ix 
à  neuf  mois  esc  regardée  par  les  connaisseurs  du  commerce,  comme  la  base  de 
leur  succès  dans  les  marchés  de  l'Amérique  du  Sud  et  des  Indes  Ocddentales. 
Nouwue  Tarn.  «Kries       Le  9  août  dernier,  une  nouvelle  taxe  de  3  pour  cent 
RMaiMBDeaaaièNi.  (^(^1  des  recettes  douanières  a  été  perçue;  cette 

taxe  sera  levée  sur  tous  les  droits  d'importation  et  d'exportation  du  pays. 

ÉTATS- UNÍS. 

D'après  les  nouvelles  reçues,  on  voit  qu'il  y  a  un  g^iuid 
penchant  dans  les  contrées  de  l'Amérique  Centrale  pour 
l'emploi  du  fer  dans  la  construction  de  maisons.  Il  y  a  cinq  ans,  l'emploi  de  ce 
matériel  était  inconnu  ;  au»ourd'hui,  dans  hi  ville  de  Guatemala  seule,  il  y  a  plu- 
de  cent  maisons  construites  avec  des  poutres  en  fer,  et  dans  la  ville  de  San  Sal- 
vador ce  métal  a  été  adopté  comme  étant  le  métal  le  plus  sAr  pour  résister  aux 
tremblements  de  terre.  Le  fer  ridé  est  employé  assez  souvent  pour  la  toiture. 
Dans  la  reconstruction  de  la  ville  de  Guayaquil,  dans  la  République  de  l'Êqua* 
teur,  qui  fut  détruite  presque  entièrement  par  le  feu,  il  y  a  un  peu  plus  d'un  an, 
les  bâtiments  en  bois  ont  été  presque  entièrement  remplacés  par  des  maisons  con* 
struitcs  en  entier  ou  en  partie,  en  fer.  Les  manufacturiers  américains  trouveront 
à  leur  intérêt  d'examiner  de  près  ce  marché  pour  la  vente  du  produit  de  leurs 
fonderies. 
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Atlantic  seaboard  of  the  United  States  via  Panama.  The  tact 
provides  another  powerful  argument  for  the  construction  of  the 
Nicaraguan  Canal  under  American  control 
;  There  are  three  important  ports  on  the  western  coast  of  South 
America — Guayaquil,  in  Ecuador;  Callao,  in  Peru,  and  Valpa- 
raíso» in  Chile.  The  distances  that  would  be  saved  from  New 
York  to  these  points  for  steam  vessels,  b)-  an  isthmian  canal,  com- 
pared with  the  Cap<j  1  lorn  route,  as  shown  in  the  Nicaragua  Canal 
chart  printed  in  the  Monthly  Bulletin  for  September  last,  would 
be  the  following:  Guayaquil,  7,073  miles;  Callao,  5,896  miles; 
Valparaiso,  3^.26  miles.  The  distances  saved  to  sailing  vessels 
would  be  much  greater,  as  they  follow  a  longer  course  than  do 
steamships  in  rounding  Cape  Horn.  The  Nicaraguan  Canal's 
eastern  terminus  being  from  2,000  to  3,000  miles  nearer  to  New 
York  than  to  Liverpool,  Hamburg,  or  Havre,  the  construction  of 
the  canal  would  give  the  United  States  an  immense  advantage  in 
the  competition  tor  the  trade  of  the  western  part  of  South  iAmerica. 
At  present,  the  distances  via  Cape  Horn  from  New  York  and  Liver- 
pool to  Guayaquil,  Callao,  and  Valparaiso  are  about  the  same. 

The  countries  of  South  America  bordering  on  the  Pacific 
Ocean  or  adjacent  to  it  are  Bolivia,  Chile,  Colombia,  Ecuador, 
and  Peru.  Colombia  has  already  been  considered  in  the  article 
of  this  series  *'The  Northern  Coast  of  South  America,**  which 
appeared  in  the  November  Bulletin,  owing  to  the  fact  that  its 
principal  seaports  and  chief  industrial  centers  lie  in  that  part  of 
its  territory  which  borders  on  tlie  Caribb(  an  Sea.  All  of  these 
countries,  with  the  exception  of  Peru,  are  described  in  the  first 
volume,  just  issued,  of  the  elaborate  Commercial  Directory  of 
THE  American  Republics,  which  is  being  compiled  by  this 
Bureau  with  a  painstaking  care  which  should  make  it  the 
recognized  authority  of  the  world  for  the  Latin-American  trade. 
Full  details  of  their  commerce  and  industries,  as  shown  by  the 
latest  official  reports,  are  given,  together  with  a  variety  of  care- 
fully digested  data  as  to  commercial  usages  and  conditions,  tariffs, 
port  regiil  itions,  patent  laws,  banking  and  currency  systems, 
transportation  facilities,  rights  of  foreigners,  etc.  Their  natural 
resources  are  shown  to  be  immense,  and  as  yet,  so  impertectly 
developed  as  to  offer  tempting  prizes  for  enterprise  and  capital,  so 
soon  as  the  latter  shall  realize  their  undoubted  capabilities. 
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States  munutactures,  especially  mining  and  other  machinery,  agri- 
cultural implements,  dry  goods,  clothing,  boots  and  shoes,  drugs 
and  patent  medicines,  and  a  great  variety  of  other  articles,  but  the 
difficulties  and  cost  of  transportation,  together  with  the  habit  of 
several  generations  in  trading  with  European  countries,  continue 
to  divert  the  greater  part  of  their  commerce  to  Great  Britain,  Ger- 
many, and  France.  From  Bolivia,  fbr  example,  rich  as  she  is  in 
agrrar  varitty  of  products  which  command  ready  sale  in  the  United 
States,  the  latter  imported  nothing  at  all  in  either  iS(/)  or  1897. 
Naturally,  United  States  exports  to  Bolivia  are  insignificant, 
amounting  to  only  $21,907  in  1896  and  $7,787  in  1897.  Yet 
Bolivia  consumes  considerable  quantities  of  cotton  and  woolen 
goods,  hardware,  fancy  articles,  furniture,  etc.,  and  produces  great 
quantities  of  rubber  (some  of  which  doubdess  finds  its  way  to  the 
United  States  as  Brazilian  rubber),  cacao,  cofiee,  cinchona,  wool, 
hides  and  skins,  silver,  copper,  and  tin. 

The  mineral  resources  of  Boli\  ui  are  known  to  be  immense. 
Her  silver  mines  are  among  the  riciR-st  in  the  world,  and  notwith- 
standing the  great  difficulties  of  transportation,  owing  to  the 
mountainous  character  of  the  country  and  the  insufficiency  of 
railroad  facilities,  they  have  been  worked  at  enormous  profit  W  ith 
an  area  of  about  780,000  square  miles  of  diversified  country,  rich 
in  minerals  and  a  great  variety  of  valuable  timber,  and  offering  vast 
tracts  of  fertile  land  fbr  the  cultivation  of  coffee,  cacao,  tobacco, 
and  other  tropical  or  semitropical  products  which  find  a  ready  and 
remunerative  sale  in  the  markets  of  tlie  world,  BoUvia  has  a  pop- 
ulation of  less  than  2,  çoo,ooo.  This  tact  alone  is  a  suificient 
indication  of  the  possibihties  awaiting  capital  and  individual 
effort,  and  the  inviting  field  which  Bolivia  oâèfs  for  the  develop- 
ment of  industries  and  trade.  The  Germans  long  ago  learned 
the  capabilities  of  Ûit  country,  and  they  now  control  the  manage- 
ment of  its  export  and  import  trade,  to  the  disadvantage,  of  course, 
of  the  United  States  and  every  other  country  besides  their  own. 

Ecuador  presents  very  much  the  same  picture  as  Bolivia  in  its 
relations  to  the  United  States,  though  the  volume  ot  business 
already  bein^j:  carried  on  is  ( onsidcrahlc,  amounting  last  year  to 
$566,926  in  exports  to  the  United  States  and  to  $734,868  in 
imports  therefrom.  But  Ecuador,  like  Bolivia,  is,  so  far  as  the 
United  States  is  concerned,  a  country  of  scantily  developed  possi- 
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practically  equidistant  from  United  States  and  H u topean  ports  by 
way  ot  Cape  Horn,  and  the  fact  tliat  Great  Britain  and  Germany, 
absorb  most  of  her  great  staple  of  export,  nitrate  of  soda,  naturally 
predisposes  her  to  trade  with  them.  To  this  must  be  added  indif- 
^rence  hitherto  on  the  part  of  U  nited  States  exporters  as  contrasted 
with  the  most  active  and  unremitting  effiirts  on  the  part  of  their 
European  competitors.  Of  the  total  imports  of  Chile,  amounting 
to  over  $40,000,000,  Great  Britain  contributes  nearly  one-half 
Ge¡nia¡i>  comes  next,  and  the  United  States  tollows  dnrd,  havuig 
won  tiiat  place  from  France  in  1894.  The  United  States  imported 
from  Chile  $1,200,000  worth  more  than  it  sold  last  year,  so  that 
it  may  reasonably  expecta  larger  market  for  its  manufactures  there. 

Of  all  the  countries  of  South  Americ  a,  Peru  is  one  of  the  most 
interesting  to  the  people  of  the  United  Srates,  because  its  romantic 
history  has  been  most  vividly  related  by  one  of  their  own  writers, 
Prescott,  and  the  name  of  another  of  their  countrymen,  Henry 
Meigs,  is  associated  in  the  building  of  the  Oroya  Railroad,  now 
the  Cenrral  Railroad  of  Peru,  with  one  of  the  greatest  engineering 
fears  of  modern  times.  The  agricultural  and  forest  resources  of 
Peru  are  much  the  same  as  those  of  Bolivia  and  Ecuador  antl  are 
capable  of  being  made  the  basts  of  great  national  wealth.  It  is 
to  the  minerals  of  Peru,  however,  that  the  mind  instinctively 
turns,  as  that  country  has  been  one  of  the  chief  reservoirs  of  the 
precious  metals,  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  at  large,  since  the  days  of 
the  Spanish  conquerors.  Gold,  it  is  claimed,  is  found  in  every 
part  of  Peru,  and  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  deposits  have 
been  worked  ior  centuries,  contributing  euorinously  to  the  wealth 
of  the  world,  it  is  more  than  likely  that  there  are  still  many  aurif- 
erous regions  in  Peru  that  could  be  made  with  modern  appliances 
to  yield  results  rivaling  those  reported  from  the  Klondike  region, 
without  the  risk  and  suffering  entailed  in  working  in  Arctic  wilds. 
Silver  mining,  in  the  recent  past,  has  been  the  chief  industry  in 
Peru,  and  lead,  copper,  tin,  sulphur,  asphaltum,  and  gypsum  are 
found.  Petroleum  is  abundant,  and  promises  to  develop  into  a 
great  industry  in  course  of  time. 

Few  elements  ot  industrial  And  eomniercial  prosperity  are  lack- 
ing in  Peru,  hut  here,  as  elsewhere  in  South  America,  capital  is 
needed  for  the  development  of  natural  wealth  and  the  construc- 
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more  or  less  dormant  and  but  slightly  developed  capabilities.  The 
solution  of  the  problem  will  probably  be  found  in  the  construc- 
tion of  a  ship  canal  across  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  supplemented 
by  the  establishment  of  fast  lines  of  steamers  between  South 
American  and  United  States  ports,  the  extension  of  railroad  lines, 
and  the  aclive  effort  of  United  States  merchants,  manufacturers, 
and  capitalists,  which  would  be  remunerative  even  now,  and 
under  the  new  conditions,  could  not  fail  to  be  productive  of  g^eat 
results,  as  beneficial  to  the  whole  western  coast  of  South  America 
as  to  the  United  States. 


THE  TRADE  OF  AMERICA. 

PRESIDENT  McKINLEV  PRESENTED  WITH  THE  FIRST  COPY 
OF  THE  NEW  COMMERCIAL  DIRECTORY  OF  THE  AMERICAN 
REPUBLICS, 

The  first  copy  of  Volume  I  of  the  Commercial  Directory 
OF  THE  American  Republics,  which  has  just  been  issued  by  the 
Bureau  of  American  Republics,  was  on  Thursday  morning, 
November  1 1,  formally  presented  to  President  McKinley. 

The  presentation  took  place  in  the  blue  parlor  at  the  Executive 
Mansion,  and  the  volume  was  placed  in  President  McKinley's 
hands  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Union  of  the  Ameri- 
can Republics,  consisting  of  the  Hon.  John  Sherman,  Secretary 
of  State  of  the  United  States,  who  is  President  ex  officio  of  the 
Executive  Committee;  Señor  Don  Matías  Romero,  Envoy 
Extraordinary'  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  Mexico;  and 
Señor  Dr.  Don  Martin  Garcia  Mérou,  Envoy  Extraordinary 
and  Minister  Plenipotentiary'  from  the  Argentine  Republic. 
Señor  Don  Luis  Paz;  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary from  Bolivia,  another  member  of  the  committee,  being 
in  Europe  was  unable  to  attend. 
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SECRETARY  SHERMAN'S  REMARKS. 

In  presenting  the  Directory,  Mr.  Sherman  spoke  as  follows: 
"Mr.  President:  Representing  the  Executive  Commitrcr  of 
the  Bureau  of  American  Republics,  1  hand  you  thv.  first  vohiine 
of  the  Commercial  Directory  of  the  American  Republics,  a 
work  of  such  vast  practical  importance  to  the  commerce  of  our 
country  as  to  be  well  worthy  that  we  should  come  in  a  body  to 
present  it  to  you. 

**Upon  looking  through  its  pages  you  will  quickly  discem  its 
£ir-*reaching  value  as  a  factor  in  disseminating  generally  informa- 
tion respecting  the  natural  resources,  the  peculiar  commercial 
activities,  the  varying  occupations  oí  their  industries,  and  the 
latent  capabilities  of  the  countries  ot  the  Western  Hemisphere. 
Such  a  work,  it  is  believed,  has  never  before  been  collated  and 
published. 

With  the  fullest  confidence  that  this  handsome  volume,  with 
its  wealth  of  data  so  often  sought  for  unavatlingly  by  business 
men,  will  meet  with  your  hearty  approval,  I  have  the  honor  of 
tendering  this  specially  bound  copy  for  your  examination,  with 
Director  Smith's  letter  of  transmittal." 

President  McKinlev,  in  response,  expressed  his  interest  in  the 
work  of  the  Bureau  and  the  hope  that  the  Directory  would 
lead  to  closer  commercial,  social,  and  political  relations  between 
the  Republics  ot  America.  He  coinplimenteii  the  officers  ot  the 
Bureau  on  the  creditable  charaeter  of  the  ]  )iRKt  TORY,  the  progress 
of  which  he  had  watehcd  with  int(Test  in  the  eontideiit  belief  that 
it  would  prove  ot  great  vaiue  to  all  the  countries  embraced  in  the 
International  Union  of  American  Republics. 

Señor  Romero  also  spoke  in  complimentary  terms  of  the 
Director  and  the  work  under  him  at  the  Bureau  saying,  that 
the  Director  was  very  ambitious  to  make  the  Bureau  useful,  and 
had  undertaken  some  works,  which,  when  completed,  will  be  highly 
commendable,  and  had  exerted  himself  in  such  a  way  as  to  break 
down  his  health.  He  was  greatly  pleased  with  the  Directory  so 
'  far  as  he  had  had  an  opportûnity  to  examine  it,  and  was  encour- 
aged with  the  prospect  of  the  Bureau  becoming  the  useñd  agency 
in  the  development  of  the  resource  ^  and  trade  oi  AnRnca  which 
had  been  contemplated  at  the  time  of  its  organizatioru 
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The  letter  addressed  to  President  McKinley  by  Director 
Smith,  announcing  the  first  volume  of  the  Director)\  was  given 
to  the  press,  and  has  since  been  extensively  published  throughout 
the  United  States.    It  is  as  follows: 

**  letter  to  the  president. 

"Bureau  of  American  Republics, 
"International  Union  of  American  Republics, 

H  'dshirigton^  November  lo^  1^97- 

"IMr.  President:  Upon  assuming  the  duties  of  Director  of  the 
Bureau  of  American  Republics,  to  which  I  was  appointed  on 
March  29th  last,  I  found  its  heaviest  mail  to  consist  of  requests 
from  manufacturers,  shippers,  and  other  business  men  of  the 
United  States  for  the  names  and  addresses  of  reputable  commercial 
concerns  in  our  sister  Republics  of  Mexico,  Central  and  South 
America,  the  West  Indies,  and  Hawaii.  In  fact,  the  necessity  of  a 
comprehensive  and  reliable  director)'  containing  the  names  of  per- 
sons and  firms  engaged  in  business  in  the  countries  composing  the 
International  Union  of  American  Republics,  and  such  statistics 
and  descriptive  data  as  would  be  of  practical  use  in  developing 
trade  relations  among  them,  was  so  apparent  and  imperative  that 
1  at  once  engaged  upon  the  task  of  preparing  such  a  work  as 
would  do  credit  to  your  Administration  and  honor  to  the  twenty 
or  more  Governments  to  be  represented  in  its  pages. 

"The  United  States  in  its  foreign  trade  has  never  before 
attempted  the  publication,  directly  or  indirectly,  of  any  such 
Director)',  although  I  found  that  all  our  great  commercial  rivals 
had  issued  similar  exhaustive  works — that  Great  Britain  has  its 
Kelly  Directory;  Spain  its  Bailly-Bailliere  Directory;  P" ranee  its 
Didot-Bottin  Directory,  and  Germany  its  Leuch  Directory — all 
published  under  governmental  approval,  and  supplying  the  manu- 
fecturers,  exporters,  and  business  men  of  those  nations  with  aids  to 
commerce  which  our  business  people  are  practically  without,  and 
stand  in  sore  need  of  to-day.  The  situation,  as  it  seemed  to  me, 
was  that  our  most  powerful  competitors  in  the  South  and  Central 
American  markets,  entrenched  as  they  were  behind  a  century  of 
trade,  were  thoroughly  equipped  in  the  contest  for  commercial 
supremacy  in  the  Western  Hemisphere,  while  our  manufacturers. 
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culrivate  mutually  profitable  relations.  No  occasional  or  sporadic 
cfturt  will  approximate  the  results  to  be  obtained  by  concerted 
action  based  upon  a  clear  and  accurate  comprehension  of  the  varied 
influences  governing  the  industries  and  trade  of  a  particular 
country. 

It  has  been  our  endeavor  in  the  preparation  of  the  Commercial 
Directory  of  the  American  Republics  to  group  together  all  the 

tacts  and  statistics  which  would  enable  the  business  man  to  readily 
grasp  not  only  the  salit-nt  k-arurt-s  of  trade  in  a  [):irticular  locality, 
but  such  details  as  are  necessary  to  the  intelligent  prosecution  of 
business  enterprises.  It  is,  of  course,  impossible  to  embrace 
within  the  compass  of  a  single  work,  however  exhaustive,  all  the 
great  mass  of  information  which  must  needs  be  accessible  to  those 
proposing  commercial  ventures  in  distant  lands.  But  in  cases 
where  it  was  found  necessary  to  omit  detailed  data  the  sources  of 
such  information  are  given'. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  Commercial  Directory  will  su[)ply,  in  the 
main,  all  the  information  which  a  merchant  or  manufacturer  would 
desire  as  preliminary  to  engaging  in  trade  with  any  of  the  coun- 
tries embraced  within  its  scope,  and  that  it  also  indicates  the  means 
by  which  he  can  more  fully  inform  himself  in  cases  where  addi- 
tional particulars  are  desired.  If  this  object  has  been  attained,  it 
is  unquestionable  that  the  Commercial  Directory  will  prove  what 
it  is  designed  to  be — a  powerful  lever  for  lifting  the  commercial 
intercourse  of  the  American  Republics  to  the  plane  of  intelligent, 
iratt  rnal  exchange,  which  it  ought  now  and  always  hereafter  to 
occupy.  Such  a  consummation  has  been  thedrt  amoi  riie  bright- 
est minil>  among  statcsm<  ii,  political  economists,  and  leading 
merchants  and  manufacturers  for  a  generation  or  more.  Little 
seems  to  be  needed  to  bring  about  a  revolution  in  the  trade  meth- 
ods of  the  Western  Hemisphere  that  shall  concentrate  American 
trade  in  American  hands  beyond  that  intimate  comprehension  of 
the  commercial  resources  and  commercial  needs  of  each  of  the 
Republics  which  it  is  the  primary  object  of  the  Bureau  of  Amer- 
ican Republics  to  bring  about. 

"The  material  for  the  second  and  last  volume  of  the  first  edition 
ot  the  Directory  i<  nearly  ready  for  publication,  and  within  the 
next  two  months  ^^  ill  l>e  issued  in  the  same  style  and  perfection 
that  characterize  the  ñrst  volume.    The  work  will  thus  have  been 
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"As  an  example  of  how  small  and  inadequate  the  appropriations 
are  in  comparison  with  the  interest  in  and  volume  oí  our  work,  I 
may  add  that  we  have  succeeded  in  our  efforts  as  well  as  we  have 
done  only  by  reason  of  the  increased  interest  we  have  aroused 
among  the  patriotic,  liberal,  and  broad-minded  business  men  of 
the  United  States*  Otherwise,  there  must  have  been  an  almost 
entire  suspension  of  our  work.  The  cost  of  such  a  work  as  this 
international  directory,  for  example,  the  need  of  which  could  be 
demonstrarei  i  írom  many  different  standpoints,  about  ec^uais  the 
amount  of  the  total  appropriations  for  the  Bureau. 

"In  addition  to  conducting  a  vastly  increased  regular  corre- 
spondence, over  100,000  letters  have  been  written  concerning  the 
Directory  alone  since  the  middle  of  last  April,  and  over  100,000 
commercial  addresses  will  be  ûmnd  in  the  pages  of  this  Directoiy, 
grouped  under  dieir  respective  industries,  nearly  all  of  which,  out- 
side of  the  United  States,  at  least,  were  brou^t  to  notice  in  thb 
country  as  the  result  of  our  own  researches  and  inquiries.  It  is 
scarcely  to  be  doubted  that  correspondence  with  these  hrms  will 
result  in  a  ^reat  increase  in  our  trade  with  them  and  their  coun- 
tries. Indeed,  for  the  countries  represented  in  it,  I  believe  this 
Directory  must  necessarily  become  the  standard  of  the  world, 
since  critical  examination  will  show  that  in  completeness  and  in 
accuracy  and  fieshness  of  information,  it  excels  all  similar  foreign 
directories,  and  may  be  safely  submitted  to  the  public  in  the  con- 
fident belief  that  it  will  be  found  essentially  reliable  and  of  great 
practical  value  to  all  the  countries  and  interests  it  is  intended  to 

bubscrve. 

**  It  is  not  tor  me  to  discuss  the  great  questions  and  policies  of 
your  Administration,  but  finding  myself  at  the  head  of  an  interna- 
tional bureau,  and  the  only  one  ever  created  by  a  Congress  of  the 
American  Republics^  I  confess  to  great  interest  in  them.  Four 
great  achievements^  it  has  seemed  to  me,  your  Administration  can 
properly  undertake  and  successfully  accomplish  in  its  rebtíons  with 
the  Republics  of  Central  and  South  America,  viz  : 

"  I.  The  great  extension  of  our  trade  with  them  by  reciprocal 
agreements,  by  the  appointment  of  special  trade  commissioners 
to  visit  them  and  pn  s( m  the  advantages  this  country  above  all 
others  offers  to  them,  and  by  tlie  study  by  our  merchants  and 
manutacturers  of  the  data  contained  in  the  Commercial  Directory 
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promote  and  revive  trade  and  business  in  the  United  States,  we 

coiiK?  in  entire  c  onfidence,  vind  urge  that  you  broaden  the  held 
oí  effort  until  every  American  Republic  ^hall  led  the  good 
results  of  your  wise  and  patriotic  industrial  policy. 

'*Upon  a  recent  occasion,  you  originated  that  iiappy  trade  epi- 
gram: *  Every  maker  must  have  a  taker' — spoken  in  reference  to 
the  manufecturers  of  the  United  States.  This  Directory  contains 
the  names  of  the  *  takers'  in  Latin  America.  It  is  compiled 
for  the  especial  use  of  the  *  makers,'  but  it  was  only  fair  that  the 
^takers'  should  also  be  considered, and  never  before  has  so  valuable 
a  compilation  been  produced  for  all  classes  of  American  exporters. 
The  people  of  those  distant  or  neighboring  southern  countries  will 
know  better  tlian  ever  what  they  can  l>oth  sell  to  and  buy  from  us 
to  their  own  great  advantage,  while  the  L'nited  States  exporter 
will  learn  tor  the  tirst  time  the  individual  names  and  addre>ses  of 
those  who  ought  to  become  and  eventually  will  become  his  best 
foreign  customers. 

"The  value  of  the  Directory,  of  course,  can  only  be  maintained 
by  constant  and  careful  revision.  It  must  contain  eventually 
what  in  this  first  edition  was  impracticable,  and  I  hope,  under  the 
sanction  of  Congress^  to  enter  upon  the  preparation  of  a  volume 
that  will  embrace  not  only  a  list  of  selected  exporters  of  the 
Ihiited  States,  but  a  directory  giving  the  name  and  address  of 
every  manufacturer  in  the  country,  and  the  character,  volume, 
and  value  of  the  output  of  his  factory,  so  that  merchants  in  the 
Argentine  Republic,  in  Brazil,  and  in  Mexico  will  have  a  com- 
plete and  reliable  roster  of  all  our  producers  in  the  convenient 
form  of  an  official  book  of  ready  reiicrence. 

^  Such  a  book  is  the  proper  complement  of  the  present  work,  and 
would  prove  of  untold  value  in  extending  our  foreign  trade.  A 
work  of  such  magnitude  can  only  be  undertaken,  with  the  cer- 
tain assurance  of  success,  through  the  good  sense  and  patriotism 
of  the  United  States  Co  igf  ss,  but  itwould  be  warmly  welcomed 
by  all  the  nuieteen  Republics  of  the  American  International 
Union,  and  could  not  fail  to  result  in  an  increase  of  our  foreign 
trade  tar  beyond  any  consideration  of  the  expense  or  trouble  of 
the  undertaking. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

"Joseph  P.  Smith,  Director,** 
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Republics  It  contains  a  vast  amount  of  just  the  kind  of  infor- 
mation needful  in  the  highly  important  undertaking  which  the 

Burt  iiu  ÜÍ  American  Rcpubhcs  has  in  hand.  It  should  be  a  valu- 
able aid  tu  all  those  engaged  in  the  commerce  of  the  Republics  of 
this  Western  Hemisphere,  and  even  more  so  to  those  who  will, 
by  reason  of  the  intelligent  and  well-directed  efforts  of  the  Bureau 
of  American  Republics^  be  brought  to  see  the  commercial  po^^\- 
bilittes  of  American  trade.  That  it  will  contribute  toward  build- 
ing up  trade  between  the  United  States  and  her  sister  American 
Republics,  I  have  no  doubt. 

I  hope  the  succeeding  volumes  will  be  as  highly  successful  as 
the  first  In  this  connection  I  am  glad  to  note  that  the  Monthly 
Bulletin  of  the  Bureau  of  American  Republics  has  come  to  be, 
under  your  direction,  a  ^publication  of  more  than  passing  excellence. 
I  cordially  give  my  hearty  su{>port  to  the  proposition  that  the 
American  trade  should  be  controlled  by  the  American  people. 
The  motive  of  the  Commercial  Directory  of  tlie  American  Repub- 
lics and  of  the  Monthly  Bulletin  of  the  Bureau  of  American 
Republics  is  a  gratifying  indication  in  this  direction. 
♦*Very  respectfully,  yours. 

"Lyman  J,  Qaqe,  Secretary.** 


"War  Department, 
Hi'ashíngtüH^  November  iS^  ^^97- 
'•^Dear  Mr.  Smith:  I  thank  you  very  much  for  sending  me  a 
copy  of  the  Commercial  Directory  of  the  American  Republics, 
a  work  which  indicates  the  great  undertaking  your  Bureau  has  in 
hand,  and  the  thorough  manner  in  which  it  is  going  about  it 
The  book  is  full  of  very  valuable  information,  and  reflects  no 
little  credit  upon  your  Bureau. 
**Very  truly,  yours, 

"  R.  A.  Alger,  Secretary  of  Ifarr 


"Navy  Department, 

''^  Washington^  Nffvemher  12^  ^^97- 

**  My  Dear  Sir  •  Your  letter  of  November  the  fifth  and  the  copy 
of  the  first  volunv  ot  the  Directory  of  the  American  Republics 
which  accompanied  it  have  just  been  received.    I  liave  gone 
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most  valuable  publication  regarding  the  republics  of  the  southern 
half  of  our  hemisphere  that  I  have  seen.  It  must  be  exceedingly 
valuable  to  all  commercial  people,  both  in  the  northern  and  south- 
em  continents.  You  must  have  taken  iiitinite  pains  to  gather  all 
the  inibrniatioii  you  have  inclutleti  in  this  valuable  publication. 
I  thank  vou  most  kindly  and  heartily  for  the  ^itr.  It  will  be  a 
reference  book  to  me,  regarding  these  countries,  in  the  future.  I 
congratulate  you  on  the  thoroughness  and  efficiency  of  your  work. 

"You  are  preparing  the  way  for  commerce  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Southern  Republics  that  will  come  just  as  soon  as 
we  can  fetch  and  carry  tn  American  bottoms  under  the  American 
flag.  The  time  will  come  soon,  I  think.  American  investors 
have  been  tempted  to  put  dieir  money  in  internal  improvements 
that  brought  them  more  interest  for  the  money  invested  than 
investments  in  maritime  ventures:  but  our  people  are  gaining 
wealth  rapidly.  Interest  money  will  be  less,  and  when  it  reaches 
4  per  cent  1  think  an  American  merchant  marine  will  be  built 
up.  Then  everybody  will  need  your  publication. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

"James  Wilson,  Secretaryr 


THE  FINANCIAL  SITUATION  IN  BRAZIL— III,* 

IV. 

DIFFICULTIES  AND  REMEDIES. 

The  sudden  change  in  the  institutions  ac  the  time  of  the  proc- 
lamation of  the  Republic,  the  15th  of  November,  1889,  notwith- 
standing its  peaceful  accomplishment,  without  the  perturbations 
and  sanguinary  scenes  which  generally  attend  revolution,  caused 
such  surprise  and  commotion  in  the  political  and  financial  circles 
of  Europe  that  the  established  currents  of  capital  tor  investment 
in  Brazil  were  stopped,  not  only  as  a  measure  of  prudence,  in  Êice 
of  the  new  and  abnormal  situation,  but  also  on  account  of  the  dis> 
trust  awakened  in  the  monarchical  countries  at  the  disappearance 
in  a  day  of  an  Empire  which  was  believed  to  be  firmly  established, 

*  The  first  anide  oí  ihis  series  was  pablisbed  in  the  Monthly  Bulletin  for  October, 
1897. 
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orgies  of  the  stock-exchange  speculations^  followed  a  disastrous 
liquidation,  and  the  ñnancial  delusion  became  a  stern  reality  and 
covered  with  ruins  the  whole  country.  The  fiduciary  paper, 
instead  of  promoting  the  national  wealth  by  keeping  in  the  coun* 
try  a  part  of  the  value  of  imports^  reduced  more  than  two-thirds 
the  ¡)urchasing  power  of  our  money.  If  to  this  we  add  the 
increase  in  the  customs  tariff  in  order  to  protect  indiscriminately 
industries  with  elements  of  life  and  without  them,  and  the  tall  in 
the  price  oí"  our  principal  article  of  export,  coffee,  due  principally 
to  overproductit)n,  wc  shall  have  clearly  indicated  the  causes  of 
the  present  financial  situation. 

Alter  the  error  of  appreciation  of  the  Minister  ot  the  Provisional 
Government  and  the  failure  of  its  financial  plan,  if  the  capital  thus 
destroyed  increased  the  public  debt,  the  worst  result  of  the  Silure 
of  this  plan  was  not  this  new  indebtedness,  but  the  depreciation 
of  our  currency,  without  which,  owing  to  the  increase  of  die  public 
revenue  immediately  after  the  emancipation  of  the  old  Provinces, 
we  would  not  to-day  have  any  deficit. 

In  tact,  the  c:>tiniated  revenue  and  the  expenditure  oí  the 
Repubhc  were: 


Voir. 


i88q 
iScju 
1 891 
1892 
1B93 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 


Revenue. 


Expenditure. 


Milrfis. 
Ii)0.  t/)0.  744 
195,  253.  4t/» 
22S,  945.070 
227,  607, 092 
259.  850.  981 
266.  4.S4.  f^^ii  ; 
300,  725,  297 
331.  174,  400 
335f  894,0c»  j 


Milrcis. 

IS4, 565.947 
220. 645.  S74 
220,  592,  403 
279, 1ÔO,  219 

391,311,070 

370,  668.  341 
275.  691,  670 
343-  13^.  2ro 
329, 112, 753 


The  revenue  increased,  but  the  paper  money  having  been 
depreciated,  treasury  obligations  more  than  tripled,  and  notwith- 
standing this,  the  interest  and  amortization  of  the  national  debt 
have  been  punctually  paid. 

If  we  could  eliminate  the  ikll  in  exchange,  which  a  financial 
committee  of  the  Brazilian  Congress  considers  as  an  obstacle  to 
importation,  diminishing,  consequently,  the  revenues  of  the  Union, 
the  present  situation  would  immediately  improve. 

What  was  not  done  in  1889,  on  account  of  the  deceptive 
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vegetable  fibers,  and  other  raw  materials,  the  value  of  which  can 
thus  be  enhanced 

Once  the  activity  of  the  nation  directed  toward  a  large  number 
of  products,  either  necessary  for  domestic  consumption  or  required 
by  foreign  markets,  the  balance  ot  trade  will  be  again  in  our  favor, 
the  accumulation  will  corres^pond  to  the  enriching  oí  the  country, 
and  in  a  few  years  the  (lovernnient  will  he  able  to  redeem  all  the 
fiduciary  paper  money,  replacing  ic  with  coin  and  treasury  bilis 
payable  in  gold. 

The  lack  of  a  well-distributed  banking  system,  such  as  exists 
in  England  or  in  the  United  States,  and  the  vast  extent  of  our 
territory,  deprived  as  yet  of  easy  communication,  requires  the 
remittance  of  the  currency  itself  in  almost  all  commercial  trans> 
actions,  and  for  this  reason  paper  money,  due  to  its  easy  transpor- 
tation, will  appear  in  larger  volume  than  in  other  countries  more 
populous  and  possessing  better  means  of  corniimnication. 

A  nation  of  great  natural  resources,  which  only  needs  wise  dirt'c- 
tion  to  astonish  the  world  with  its  wealth,  demands  no  super- 
natural eâfort  to  reestablish  its  finances. 

Economy  in  the  public  expenditures,  better  management  of  the 
agricultural  and  other  national  industries,  rigorous  observance  of 
the  law,  absolute  guarantee  of  all  rights  irrespective  of  class, 
increase  of  conservatism,  and  circumspection  regarding  innova- 
tions and  new  schemes  will  place  us  in  the  position  to  which  we 
are  destined  by  the  fertility  of  our  soil  and  the  peaceful  tendencies 
ot  our  race. 

The  rapid  progress  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  rlie  surplus  of 
the  revenue  of  which  would  in  a  short  time  have  wiped  out  the 
foreign  debt  ot  Hrazil  if  the  Union  had  maintained  the  erroneous 
centralized  system  of  the  £mpire,  will  in  the  near  future,  by  means 
of  the  increase  in  their  importations,  result  in  a  considerable 
increase  of  the  national  revenue.  The  development  of  immigra- 
tion, which  in  1891  reached  the  maximum  of  218,958  emigrants 
and  in  1895  was  164.598,  showing  a  hct  little  known,  i.  e^  that 
the  immigration  in  pro[X)rtion  to  the  population  of  the  two  coun- 
tries is  larger  for  Brazil  than  for  the  United  States,  demonstrates 
liiat  the  solution  of  the  economic  problem  in  Brazil  will  be  arrived 
at  with  the  «^iinfîle  collaboration  ot  time. 

I  have  heard  that  even  the  friends  of  Brazil  and  of  its  new 
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institutions  fear  that  the  prosperous  States  might  separate  them- 
selves from  the  Union,  which  certainly  would  be  weakened  by 
such  a  dismemberment.  These  fears  are  absolutely  groundless. 
If  the  former  provinces,  burdened  by  centralization,  did  not  sep- 
arate themselves  from  the  Empire,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  that, 
now  having  become  prosperous  States,  they  should  entertain  the 
idea  of  separation.  Above  the  economic  interests  the  bonds  of 
race,  language,  and  religion  stand  firm,  reunited  in  the  love  for  the 
fatherland,  which  will  never  consent  to  the  disruption  of  the  vast 
aggregation. 

As  a  proof  of  this  assertion,  it  is  enough  to  be  told  that  even 
this  year,  when,  in  the  interior  of  Bahia,  a  formidable  horde  of 
ignorant  tanatics,  fortified  in  an  almost  inaccessible  position, 
drained  the  resources  ot  the  Government  of  the  Republic  and 
decimated  its  regular  army,  the  two  most  remote  States  in  the 
north  of  Brazil,  Pará  and  Amazonas,  sent  to  the  scene  of  battle 
their  police  force,  thus  showing  their  interest  in  the  defense  of  the 
Union,  that  is,  their  love  of  the  country,  great  and  undivided. 

A  nation  animated  by  these  sentiments  has  within  itself  all  the 
elements  of  vitalit)'  and  progress. 


ARGENTINE  REPUBLIC. 

THE  NATIONAL  EXHIBITION. 

The  Bureau  has  received  official  announcement  of  the  purpose 
of  the  Argentine  Republic  to  hold  a  national  exhibition  in  the 

f  city  of  Buenos  Ayres  in  the  year  1898.    The  circular  is  dated 

June  18,  1897,  and  signed  by  the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  Dr.  N. 
Quirno  Costa,  as  president;  Señor  Vicente  L.  Casares,  first 
vice-president,  and  Señor  Juan  V'idei.a,  second  vice-president, 

I  with  a  committee  composed  of  a  number  of  leading  citizens  of 

the  Republic. 

The  committee  states  that  the  exhibition  is  preliminary  to  that 
to  be  held  in  Paris  in  1900,  and  in  the  name  of  the  National 
Government  the  producers  of  the  country  are  invited  to  exhibit 
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their  prcxlucts.  The  eidiibition  will  be  inaugurated  on  July  9 
and  will  close  October  9  of  the  same  year. 

The  legislature  ot"  the  Province  oí  L.i  I'lat.i  iias  appropriated 
$25,000  to  the  fund  tor  carrying  out  the  enterprise. 

BOLIVIA. 

EXTRACTION  OF  INDIA  RUBBER. 

The  following  article  on  the  subject  of  extracting  the  gum  of 
the  rubber  tree  was  prepared  by  Mr.  Edwin  R.  Heath,  Consul 
of  Bolivia  at  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  and  forwarded  to  the  Bureau 
by  Señor  Enrique  Wulff,  Vice-Consul  of  that  Republic  in  New 
York. 

Mr.  Hkath  resided  in  Bolivia  tor  a  number  of  years  and  made 
extended  explorations  ot  the  india-rubber  regions  of  that  country. 

The  tree  known  as  Siphonia  elastua  or  Hnea  brazthensis  is  found  in  the 
Amason  Valle/,  between  2"  north  and  12°  south  latitude.  The  lands  where  it 
grows  best  are  submerged  at  least  :¡  feet  for  two  to  three  months  each  vear. 
It  grows  singly  and  in  groups,  and  attains  a  height  ot  to  100  tcet,  and  a 
diameter  trom  1  to  1,  teet.  The  lands  range  irom  sea  level  to  "oo  teet  above. 
The  leaves  are  trifoliate,  lance-shaped  and  verv  thin,  1  inch  wide  bv  ^  to  6 
inches  long  J  the  flowers  arc  in  racines  and  small;  seed  pod  three-Iobed,  each 
lobe  containing  one  seed,  nearl)r  an  inch  long  by  two-thirds  of  an  inch  thick, 
thus  bringing  it  under  "euphorbiacae."  The  wood  is  soft,  and  when  the  bark  is 
wounded  a  cream-colored  sap  or  juice  exudes.  The  Indians  call  this  sap 
caoutchouc;  the  Portuguese,  seringa  or  borracha,  ngnifying  syringe  or  tube; 
the  Bolivians  call  it  goma  or  jebe.  Rubber  collectors  arc  called  Siringueros, 
and  their  rubber  forests  seringaks. 

The  forests  in  Bolivia  in  which  the  rubber  tree  is  found  arc  situated  along  the 
Beni  and  Madre  de  Dios  rivers,  where  the  land  ishiehcr  than  in  Braril.  Usuallv 
they  are  dense,  with  their  tops  interlocking  and  loaded  with  parasites,  many  oí 
which  have  long  roots.  It  is  not  a  simple  atiair  to  make  a  clearing  tor  the 
camp,  where  the  yuca  (mandioca  plant),  banana,  rice,  and  sugar  cane  can  be 
planted.  The  locality  of  the  camp  being  determined,  gatherers  seek  a  tree 
that  leans  out  of  the  perpendicular.  On  the  side  toward  which  they  lean  the 
trees  are  cut  olF,  or  nearly  so,  over  an  acre  or  two,  and  then  the  leaning  tree 
is  entirely  cut  off.  The  vines  which  bind  the  tops  are  now  severed  and  the  tree 
falls  against  the  others,  causing  them  to  £all  together.  In  a  month,  the  tops  being 
dry,  they  are  fired  and  burn  up,  all  but  the  large  trunks. 

The  houses  are  now  made  by  planting  posts  and  tying  cross  poles,  to  which 
upright  canes  are  secured  by  bark  strips.  A  floor  of  split  "chonta,"  or  black- 
palm  trunks,  and  a  thatch  of  palm  leaves  a  foot  thick  complete  the  building. 
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There  are  only  two  points  in  collecting  rubber  requiring  strength — ^the  long 
carry  of  the  sap,  and  the  wdghc  of  the  paddle  near  the  end  of  the  coagulating 
process.  As  the  rubber  is  not  coagulated  except  with  the  aid  of  the  palm  nuts 
mentioned,  the  value  of  rubber  estradas  are  dependent  somewhat  on  the  abun- 
dance of  these  nuts  and  nearness  to  place  needed. 

The  Indians  receive  §3  a  month  and  rations.  The  rivers  abound  in  fish,  the 
fcrcsT>  in  monkeys,  wild  nirkes  ^,  a  few  peccary,  and  rapir-,  and,  when  sand  bars 
arc  bare,  turtle  eees  and  turdcs.  Many  camps  ha\c  ihcir  tunic  pens;  the  starch 
of  the  yucca  {niantluica  plan;)  .  uppUnts  tUmr,  bananas,  plantains,  and  potatoes. 
With  rice,  bananas,  yucca,  hbh,  turkeys,  one  need  not  buiier.  Communication 
with  the  stock  farms  now  makes  "jerked  "  meat  abundant.  The  expenses  of 
living  are  nominal,  while  the  profits  are  enormous.  Export  duties  are  20  per 
cent  ad  valorem. 

The  cost  of  gathering  rubber  and  placing  it  on  the  market  is  estimated  at  25 
cents  per  pound.    The  difficulties  in  taking  rubber  to  the  steamer  below  the 

falls  at  San  Antonio  on  the  river  Madeira,  perils  of  the  voyage,  and  loss  of  time 
(three  to  four  months), makes  it  necessary  to  "work**  rubber  with  at  least  30 
to  50  men,  as  it  will  require  5;o  men  to  run  the  falls  and  rapids.  When  trans- 
portation taciíjirio  arc  hctter,  families  mav  settle  and  collci  c  tlic  product  where 
trees  are  few,  fur  ilicy  could  put  in  their  extra  time  cultivating  chocolate, 
tobacco,  sugar  cane,  and  rice.  The  vnrca  starch  could  he  made  a  profitable 
industry,  for  it  makes  splendid  oread  or  biscuit,  and  when  dried  bccomc-s  iujiiocd, 
or  when  dried  over  the  fire,  is  the  fannka  of  Brazil.  The  health  of  rubber 
camps  is  good  when  proper  care  is  taken. 


CHILE. 


FOREIGN  TRADE  IN  1895  AND  1896. 

From  the  summary  of  information  lately  published  by  the 
.Xkliuinistriition  oí  Customs  th(;  movement  ot  foreign  commerce  ot 
Chile,  valued  in  dollars  of  38  pence,  reached  the  following  figures 
during  the  past  two  years  : 


—  1 


I  m  pons. 
Exports. 


Total 


$69.906,552 
72, 919. 893 


US>  136, 434 


1S96. 


$74. 083. 805 
74*359>4I9 


148,44».  «19 


Thus  the  commercial  transactions  fbr  1896  show  a  total  increase 

oí  $6,  y5,j8ç  compared  with  those  oí  the  precedin¿r  year.  In 
i8y6  the  imports  and  exports  were  nearly  the  same,  being 
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$1,439,^32  over  those  of  1895.  This  increase  is  almost  entirely 
on  the  following  products  : 


Wheat   $2,093, 103 

Iodine   621,  370 

Wool     304.532 

Copper  in  bars      545,  goi 

Silver  in  bars   315,  6(/) 

Copper  and  silver  ores   745,  692 

Sole  leather   203, 000 

On  the  other  hand,  the  exports  of  1896,  compared  with  those  of 
1895,  show  the  following  decrease  upon  four  of  the  principal 
articles  • 

Nitrate   $1,596,543 

Hides  (ox)    672,720 

Coal   126.  667 

Gold  in  bars     28,758 


In  1888  and  1893,  the  most  prosperous  years  of  Chilean  com- 
merce, the  exports  reached  the  figures  $73,000,000,  which  are 
exceeded  to-day  by  $1,359,419. 

The  data  of  1 896  can  not  be  taken  as  a  basis  of  estimate  for  the 
present  year,  notably  on  account  of  the  decrease,  already  stated,  in 
the  shipments  of  nitrate,  which  decrease  will  no  doubt  be  the  more 
decided  until  the  stock  which  fills  tlie  depots  in  Europe  is  exhausted. 
In  fact,  a  comparison  of  the  figures  obtained  during  the  first  quar- 
ter of  1897  ^  '^^  those  of  the  corresponding  period  of  the  preceding 
year  gives  the  following  results: 


Imports. 

Exports. 

First  quarter,  1S96 

$18.  987.  330 

$18,988,533 

First  quarter,  1897. . 

16.  642.  715 

13,  880,  919 

2.  344.615 

5,  107,  614 

Nitrate  alone 

composes  four-fifths  of  th 

e  decrease  in 

the  exports. 

which  are  divided  approximately  as  follows: 


Nitrate   $4.  055,  343 

Copper  in  bars   97.  S73 

Silver  ore   95,  251 

Silver  in  bars   iSu.  643 

Borate  of  calcium   65,  975 

Barley   138,865 

Wool   84,698 
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Three  other  articles  show  a  slight  increase  during  the  same 
period,  viz: 

Wheat  $65»  965 

IfîiiH   74.730 

Sole  leather   34,  373 

LEATHER  INDUSTRY. 

It  is  impossible  to  fix  the  date  when  the  tanning  business  was 
introclui.  I'd  into  Chile;  it  can  he  asserted,  however,  that  the  Span- 
iards engaged  in  it  shortly  atrcr  the  conquest  ot  the  country.  In 
1825  (iun.i.Ai  MF  PoRTK,  a  conipetent  currier  and  tanner,  was  in- 
duced by  the  Government  to  come  to  Chile,  and  with  other  1"  rench 
artisans  settled  in  Santiago.  This  must  be  regarded  as  the  begin- 
ning of  the  business  in  this  Republic.  Since  that  time  the  industry 
has  been  almost  exclusively  carried  on  by  Frenchmen.  In  i860 
a  German  colony  of  Valdivia  located  in  the  midst  of  a  forest 
abounding  in  every  kind  of  tree,  rich  in  tannin  bark,  and  the  man- 
ufacture of  the  highly  prized  sole  leather  known  as  valdivia 
commenced. 

X'Tom  this  period  tanning,  as  a  branch  of  industry,  bccanu  \\  \y 
prt)sperous  and  extended  to  various  parts  of  the  country  from 
Santiago. 

In  regard  to  the  imports  of  tanned  or  dressed  leather,  they  are 
practically  nil  tor  sole  leather,  the  country  being  in  tact  an  ex- 
porter of  this  article.  A  tew  shipments  of  leather  straps,  manu- 
factured in  France,  England,  and  the  United  .States,  are  received. 
Chile,  however,  imports  large  quantities  of  leather  for  vamps,  and 
usually  the  imports  of  patent  leather  (calfskins)  amount  to  about 
800  dozens  per  month,  principally  from  France.  The  United 
States  has  practically  no  interest  in  the  leather  business  of  Chile, 
which  at  present  is  monopolized  by  French  and  German  merchants. 


COLOMBIA.  ^ 

CONTRACT  FOR  AN  AERIAL  RAILWAY. 

Hon.  Chaki  Ks  F>rRin  rr  Hart,  United  States  Minister  to  the 
Republic  of  Colombia,  incloses  to  the  Department  of  .State  the 
terms  of  a  contract  between  the  republic  and  Nicolas  Krohne,  a 
German  subject,  for  the  c  onstruction  of  an  aerial  railway  ñom  the 
city  of  Honda,  on  the  Magdalena  River,  to  Agualarga,  a  town  on 
the  savannah  of  Bogotá. 
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By  the  terms  of  the  concession,  the  railway  is  to  be  built  and 
ready  for  public  traffic  within  three  years  from  the  date  of  the 
approval  of  the  contract;  the  system  of  transportation  being  by 
aerial  railway  (Otto  system).  The  right  to  put  up  posts  or  sup- 
ports for  the  line  on  public  highways  is  conceded,  provided  they  do 
not  interfere  with  their  use  as  roads  for  public  traffic.  On  private 
property,  the  concessionaire  shall  obtain,  at  his  own  expense,  the 
land  necessary  for  the  road  and  its  annexes;  in  case  the  owners  of 
the  property  and  the  concessionary  can  not  agree  upon  the  terms, 
the  Government  shall  proceed  to  expropriate  it,  payment  for  the 
same  being  made  at  the  expense  of  the  concessionary.  The  con- 
tracting company  is  authorized  to  construct  branch  lines  into  the 
producing  centers  of  the  country,  such  branch  lines  enjoying  in 
their  construction  all  privileges  applicable  to  the  main  line.  The 
work  on  the  construction  of  the  main  line  shall  be  begun  within 
eighteen  months,  counted  from  tlie  date  of  the  approval  of  the 
contract,  and  the  line  shall  be  finished  and  open  for  public  service, 
in  a  condition  of  proper  solidity  and  security,  within  three  years. 
The  concessionary  binds  himself  to  maintain  the  main  line  and 
branches  in  good  condition,  so  that  at  all  times,  excepting  through 
fortuitous  circumstances,  transportation  can  be  accomplished  with 
reasonable  rapidity  and  security  for  mails,  passengers,  and  cargo. 
The  rates  of  transportation  shall  be  fixed  by  the  company,  but 
they  shall  not  exceed  150  marks  per  ton,  or  its  equivalent  in 
Colombian  currency,  on  cargoes  from  the  Magdalena  River  to  the 
savannah  of  Bogota.  For  transportation  over  other  parts  of  the 
line,  a  proportional  tariff  shall  be  charged.  For  each  five  years 
after  the  line  has  been  in  operation  the  company  binds  itself  to 
reduce  the  tariff;  at  the  end  of  ten  years  it  shall  be  reduced  one- 
half,  or  75  marks  per  ton,  on  through  traffic.  The  cargo  tariff  over 
branches  shall  be  adjusted  according  to  the  distance  the  freight  is 
transported.  The  Government  mails  shall  be  transported  free  of 
cost,  but  Government  property  shall  pay  the  ordinary  tariff  rates, 
preference  in  all  cases  being  given  for  their  immediate  dispatch. 
The  concession  may  be  transferred,  in  whole  or  part,  to  a  third  party, 
excepting,  however,  foreign  nations.  At  the  expiration  of  fifty  years 
after  the  completion  of  the  work  the  property,  with  all  branches  and 
appurtenances,  in  perfectly  good  condition,  and  without  remuner- 
ation of  any  kind,  shall  revert  to  the  Government  of  Colombia. 
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\^  Ithoiit  atrcmptiiig  co  reply  in  detail  to  every  argument  ad\  anccd  by  cither 
side  in  support  ol  Ui  respective  clilim,  all  will  he  met  and  surüticntly  answered 
by  showing  that  those  who  made  the  treaty  mutually  understood  and  had  in 
view  another  point,  to  wit,  the  eastern  headland  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbor. 

It  is  the  meaning  of  the  men  who  framed  the  treaty  which  we  are  to  seek 
rather  than  some  possible  meaning  which  can  be  forced  upon  isolated  words  or 
sentences.  And  this  meaning  of  the  men  seems  to  me  abundantly  plain  and 
obvious. 

This  treaty  was  not  made  hastily  or  carelessly.  Each  State  had  been  wrought 
up  by  years  of  fruitless  negotiations  to  a  state  of  readiness  for  war  in  defense  ot 
what  it  cnnsidcrcd  its  rights,  as  is  set  forth  in  Arricie  i.  In  fact,  war  had  actu- 
a]I\-  been  declared  by  Nicaragua  on  November  25,  lí^ÇJ,  when,  through  the 
inciiiation  oi  the  Rcpuhlic  oi  Salvador,  a  tinal  effort  to  avert  it  was  made, 
anuiiàcr  convention  was  held,  and  tliis  treaty  resulted.  Now,  we  may  arrive 
at  the  mutual  understanding  finally  reached  by  its  framcrs  by  hrst  seeking  ta 
the  treaty  as  a  whole  for  the  general  idea  or  scheme  of  compromise  upon  which 
they  were  able  to  i^ree.  Next,  we  must  see  that  this  general  idea  of  the  treaty 
as  a  whole  harmonizes  fully  with  any  description  of  the  line  given  in  detail,  and 
the  proper  names  of  all  the  localities  used,  or  not  used,  in  connection  there* 
with,  for  the  nonuse  of  some  names  may  be  as  significant  a%thc  use  of  others. 
Now,  from  the  general  consideration  of  the  treaty  as  a  whole  che  scheme  of 
compromise  stands  out  clear  and  simple. 

Costa  Rica  was  to  have  a^  a  brnindary  line  the  right,  or  southca'-t,  bank  oí  the 
river,  considered  as  an  outlet  for  commerce,  from  a  point  three  miles  below 
Castillo  to  the  «ea. 

Nicaragua  was  to  have  her  pri/,ed  *'sumo  imperio"  of  aii  the  watcii  of  this 
same  outlet  for  commerce,  also  unbroken  to  the  sea. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  this  division  implied  also,  of  course,  the  ownership 
by  Nicaragua  of  all  islands  in  the  river  and  of  the  left  or  northwest  bank  and 
headland. 

This  division  brings  the  boundary  line  (supposing  it  to  be  traced  downward 
along  the  right  bank  from  the  point  near  Castillo)  across  both  the  Colorado  and 
the  Taura  branches. 

It  can  not  follow  either  of  them,  for  neither  is  an  outlet  tor  commerce,  as 

neither  has  a  harbor  at  its  mouth. 

It  must  follow  the  remaining  branch,  the  one  called  the  Lower  San  Juan, 
throuL'h  Its  harbor  and  into  the  sea. 

The  natural  terminus  of  that  iinc  is  the  righi-nand  headland  of  the  harbor 
mouth. 

Next,  let  us  note  the  language  of  description  used  in  the  treaty,  telling  whence 
the  line  is  to  start  and  how  it  is  to  rnn^  leaving  out  for  the  moment  the  proper 
name  applied  to  the  initial  point.  It  U  to  start  "  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  San 
Juan  de  Nicaragua,  and  shall  continue  following  the  right  bank  of  the  said  river 

to  a  point  three  English  miles  from  Castillo  Viejo." 

This  language  is  evidently  carefully  conudercd  and  precise,  and  there  but 
one  starting  point  possible  for  such  a  line,  and  that  is  at  the  tight  headland  of 
the  bay. 
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to  suppose  that  such  temporary  connection  couM  operate  to  change  permanently  , 
the  geographical  character  and  political  ownership  of  the  island.  The  same 
principle,  if  allowed,  would  give  to  Co<;ta  Rira  every  island  m  the  rii  et  to  which 
sand  bars  ixom  her  shore  had  made  out  during  that  dry  sca'^on.  But  throughout 
the  treaty  the  river  is  treated  and  regarded  as  an  outlet  ui  commerce.  This 
implies  that  it  is  to  be  considered  as  m  average  condition  of  water,  in  which 
condition  alone  it  is  navigable. 

But  the  overwhelming  consideration  in  the  matter  is  that  by  the  use  of  the 
name  of  Punta  de  Castilla  for  the  starting  point,  instead  of  the  name  Punca 
Arenas,  the  makers  of  the  treaty  intended  to  designate  the  mainland  on  the  east 
of  the  harbor.  This  has  already  been  discussed,  but  no  direct  reply  was  made 
to  the  argument  of  Costa  Rica  quoting  three  authors  as  applying  the  name  Punta 
de  Castilla  to  the  western  extremity  of  the  before-mentioned  island,  the  point 
invariably  railed  Point  .\rcna>  by  all  the  naval  and  other  officers,  surveyors,  and 
engineers  who  ever  mapped  it. 

These  autliors  are  L.  Montufar,  a  Guatemalan,  in  i¿f<7;  J.  D.  Gamkz,  a 
Nicaraguan,  in  1889,  and  E.  G.  SyuiF.R,  an  .American,  date  not  given  exactly, 
but  subsequent  to  the  treaty.  Even  of  these,  the  last  two  merely  used,  once 
each,  the  name  Punta  de  Castilla  as  an  alternate  for  Punta  Arenas.  Against 
this  array  of  authority  we  have,  first,  an  innumerable  number  of  other  writers 
clearly  far  more  entitled  to  confidence;  second,  the  original  makers  of  all  the 
maps,  as  before  pointed  out,  and  third,  the  framers  of  the  treaty  itself,  by  their 
use  of  Punta  de  Castilla  in  Article  V. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that,  for  some  years  before  the  making  of  this 
treaty,  Punta  Arenas  had  been  by  far  the  most  important  and  conspicuous 
point  in  the  bav.  On  tr  were  located  the  wharves,  work'^hops,  offices,  etc.,  of 
Vanderbilt's  great  Transit  Company,  condueting  the  throueh  line  trom  New 
York  to  San  Francisco  during  the  gold  cxciteinent  of  the  earlv  fifties.  Here 
the  ocean  and  river  steamers  met  and  exchanged  passengers  and  cargo,  'i'his 
was  the  point  sought  to  be  controlled  by  Walker  and  the  filibusters. 

The  village  of  San  Juan  cut  no  figure  at  all  in  comparison,  and  it  would 
doubtless  be  easy  to  produce  by  hundreds  references  to  this  point  as  Punta 
Arenas  by  naval  and  diplomatic  officers  of  all  prominent  nations,  by  prominent 
midents  and  officials,  and  by  engineers  and  surveyors  constantly  investigating 
the  canal  problem,  and  all  having  a  per  ruial  knowledge  of  the  locality. 

In  view  of  all  these  circumstances,  the  jealousy  with  which  each  party  to  the 
treaty  defined  what  it  gave  up  and  what  it  kept,  the  prominence  and  impor- 
tance of  the  locality,  the  concurrence  of  all  the  original  maps  in  the  name,  and 
its  universal  notoriety,  I  find  it  impossible  to  conceive  that  Nic  araeua  had  con- 
ceded this  exiciijivc  and  important  territory  to  Costa  Rica,  and  iJiat  the  laiter's 
representative  had  failed  to  have  the  name  Punta  .Arenas  appear  anywhere  in 
the  treaty.  And  for  reasons  so  similar  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  them  it  is 
also  impossible  to  conceive  that  Costa  Rica  should  have  accepted  the  Taura  as 
her  boundary,  and  that  Nicaragua's  representative  should  have  entirely  failed  to 
have  the  name  Taura  appear  anywhere  in  the  treaty. 
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pal  katures  of  the  contract,  with  the  amendments  introduced  by  the 
Chamber  : 

Mr.  Casement  binds  himself  to  construct,  tor  the  sum  of 
$2,898,97143,  United  Stau  s  p:old,  and  to  deliver  in  perfect  con- 
dition for  service,  a  line  of  railroad,  which,  starting  from  the  capi- 
tal of  the  Republic,  shall  terminate  at  Port  Tivives,  on  the  Pacific, 
including  all  its  appurtenant  works.  The  rolling  stock,  as  well  as 
everything  employed  in  the  construction  of  the  road,  shall  be  first 
class,  and  die  contractor  is  subject  to  die  provisions  laid  down  by 
the  Bureau  ot  Public  Works. 

The  roadhcd  shall  be  4.57  meters  \vicl(  in  the  cuts  and  3.2 Ç 
meters  widt-  in  the  fills.  The  rails  arc  to  be  of  Bessemer  sttcl, 
weighing  25  kilograms  to  the  lineal  nitttr.  The  cross-ties  must 
be  of  liard  wood,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Government,  and 
measure  7  feet  (English)  in  length,  6  inches  in  height,  and  9 
inches  in  width.  They  shall  be  laid  at  intervals  of  0.73  meter 
ÍTom  center  to  center.  The  ballast  to  be  of  clean  river  sand, 
gravel,  and  hard  rock.  The  Êicings  of  all  masonry  work  shall  be 
of  hard,  cut  stone.  The  bridges  are  to  be  of  steel  and  iron,  and 
plans  of  the  same  showing  the  system  of  construction  must  first  be 
presentí  tl  to  the  Ciovernment  for  inspection  and  apjuoval. 

All  metal  itructures  must  be  submitted  to  scrupulous  tests  to 
demonstrate  their  r<  sistance.  The  line  shall  consist  of  a  single 
track,  3  feet  6^  inches  (English)  between  rails,  and  at  curves, 
slightly  wider.  The  two  terminal  stations  must  be  well  con- 
structed and  provided  with  everjrthing  necessary  for  a  good  service. 
There  shall  be  constructed  at  San  Jose  a  shop  with  the  necessary 
machinery  and  apparatus  for  the  repair  of  the  rolling  stock.  An 
auxiliary  station  is  to  be  built  at  the  port.  A  locomotive  round- 
house shall  be  built  at  the  capital  with  a  capacity  for  four  engines 
and  their  corresponding  turntables. 

The  et|iii}Mii(  nt  will  consist  of  four  combination  passenger  and 
freight  locomotives  of  forty  tons  each,  two  of  twenty-eight  tons 
each,  six  hrst-class  passenger  cars,  six  second-class  passenger  cars, 
twenty  freight  and  baggage  cars,  and  forty  platform  cars.  The 
locomotives  and  cars  shall  be  of  the  American  svstem.  A  tele- 
graph  line  shall  extend  the  entire  length  of  the  railroad,  with  its 
corresponding  offices. 

The  contractor  binds  himself  to  begin  the  construction  of  the 
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aside  each  month,  beginning  with  the  commencement  of  the  said 
work,  the  sum  ot  $100,000,  which  will  be  deposited  in  the  Bank 
of  Costa  Rica.  The  contract  contains  all  the  conditions  referring 
to  this  feature.  Should  the  contractor  complete  the  railroad  before 
the  date  named  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  government,  the  latter 
shall  receive  it  with  all  its  connections  and  appurtenances,  paying 
therefor  in  bonds  to  the  contractor  or  his  legal  representatives 
whatever  balance  may  be  due  on  the  execution  of  this  contract 

All  questions  arising  out  of  this  contract  shall  be  decided  by 
four  arbitrators,  two  being  named  by  each  party,  and,  in  case  of 
disagreement,  by  an  umpire  to  be  previously  named  by  the  same. 

The  contractor  waives  all  diplomatic  intervention,  and  subjects 
himself  in  everjthing  to  the  laws  of  the  republic.  This  contract 
can  not  be  assigned  to  any  person  or  company  without  previous 
authority  of  the  government,  and  in  no  case  to  a  foreign  government. 

Note. — Mr.  John  S.  Casement,  on  the  21st  of  September  last,  filed  the  bond 
in  the  sum  of  §30,000,  United  States  gold,  referred  to  in  the  contract,  as  a 
guaranty  for  the  execution  of  his  obligations.  Work  on  the  railroad  has  already 
commenced,  and  i&  being  actively  and  energetically  prosecuted. 


ECUADOR. 

CONTRACT  FOR  A  RAILROAD. 

The  official  journal  of  the  republic,  the  Rt'(r/s/ro  Ofinal^  is 
authority  for  the  statement  that  the  Government  of  Ecuador  has 
recently  entered  into  a  contract  with  Mr.  Archer  H arman,  of 
New  York,  representing  a  syndicate  composed  of  United  States 
capitalists,  tor  the  construction  of  a  railway  from  Guayaquil  to 
Quito.  The  following  letter  written  by  Mr.  H  arman  .to  Presi- 
dent Alfaro  will  suffice  to  show  the  magnitude  of  the  work,  the 
total  cost  of  which  is  estimated  at  $17,^^2,000. 

Starting  from  Quito,  at  a  height  of  9,350  feet  above  the  sea  level,  the  railway 
will  reach  Santa  Rosa  at  an  elevation  of  9,986  feet.  A  few  miles  beyond  that 
point,  and  after  crossing  a  very  broken  region,  the  lailway  will  arrive  at  Tam- 
billo,  8,250  feet.  Then,  through  a  region  equally  broken  and  abrupt,  it  will 
reach  a  height  of  1 1,980  feet.  From  thi^>  pomt  the  line  will  descend  again  toan 
altitude  of  8,304  feet  to  San  Miguel,  from  which  it  will  again  rise  to  a  height  of 
9,800  feet.  The  next  point  to  be  crossed  will  be  Ambato,  at  a  height  of  8,100 
feet,  from  which  point  the  heights  of  Chimborazo  will  be  crossed  at  an  altitude 
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product  in  large  quantities  from  the  United  States.  In  spite  of 
the  had  cofiee  crop,  the  value  of  exports  was  greater  than  in  the 

preceding  year,  the  amount  heing  made  up  by  a  large  increase  in 
the  exportation  ot  gold  and  silver,  especially  the  latter,  so  tliat  on 
the  whole  the  year  1896  was  a  prosperous  one. 

The  value  of  the  total  imports  in  1896  amounted  to  $45,1 76,"^  ç8, 
as  against  $34*970,358  in  1895,  showing  an  increase  ot  over 
$10,206,000,  or  nearly  30  per  cent.  Of  this  amount,  $3,888,000, 
according  to  Mr.  Carden,  British  Consul  at  the  City  of  Mexico, 
can  safely  be  set  down  to  real  increase  in  consumption,  the 
remainder  being  practically  an  investment  of  foreign  capital  in 
the  form  of  material  for  the  construction  of  public  works  or  for 
industrial  enterprises.  The  importation  of  luxuries,  such  as  car- 
riages, fancy  gcxids.  jewelry,  spirituous  liquors,  high-class  grocer- 
ies, and  similar  artii  shows  an  advance  ot  about  $1,701.000; 
of  mai'/e,  the  cause  of  whose  ext(  nsive  im|)ortation  has  already 
been  alluded  to,  $2.167.000:  while  cotton  cloth,  which  reached  a 
lower  valuation  than  in  normal  years,  by  the  addition  of  raw 
cotton  tor  domestic  manufacture,  attained  an  increased  figure  of 
$972,000. 

The  demand  for  coal  and  coke  is  becoming  greater  every  year, 
in  view  of  the  remarkable  development  of  industrial  enterprises 
throughout  the  country.  In  1896  the  imports  of  these  articles 
exceeded  those  of  1895  by  more  than  50,000  tons,  a  large  pro- 
portion of  this  excess  coming  from  the  United  States. 

The  great  activity  in  the  Mexican  cotton  manuiat  ruring  indus- 
tr}'  may  hf  gauged  from  the  fact  that  although  there  was  an 
unusually  good  cotton  crop  in  the  republic  tor  1896,  the  imports 
of  the  raw  material  exceeded  those  of  the  previous  year  by  30,000 
hu  nil  red  weights,  and  that  the  total  consumption  of  raw  cotton  in 
the  mills  was  somewhat  over  470,000  hundredweights.  In  cotton 
piece  goods,  the  values  of  1 896  exceeded  those  of  1 895  by  $486,000, 
but  as  this  material  forms  almost  the  exclusive  clotliing  of  the 
laboring  classes,  its  sale  was  affected  by  the  high  price  of  food 
products,  and  large  stocks  have  been  left  on  hand.  Some  idea  of 
the  ctMisuiiiption  oí  >ur}i  goods  throughout  the  republic  nia\  be 
gathered  from  the  ofHcial  returns,  which  show  the  proihu-tiun  of 
the  home  tac  torii  s  to  hav(  been  260,000.000  yards,  to  which  must 
be  added  about  60,000,000  yards  ot  iinported  goods. 
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trade  being  the  increase  in  the  importation  of  paints  and  colors, 
which  show  a  difference  of  130  per  cent. 

In  paper  and  manufactures  of  paper,  a  comparison  of  imports 
for  the  two  years  shows  a  balance  in  favor  of  1896  to  the  extent  of 
$262,;^  19,  the  increase  being  found  chiefly  under  the  subdivisions 
of  books  and  music,  writing  paper,  and  printed  forms  and  account 
books.  There  was  a  small  falling  off  in  the  demand  for  wall 
paper. 

The  value  of  tlie  imports  of  the  various  articles  classified  as 
"other  articles"  was  43  per  cent  more  in  1896  than  it  was  in  1895, 
the  amounts  being,  respectively,  $  18,87  Ç.947  '"^^^  $'3'*57'^45* 
The  largest  item  is  that  of  groceries  and  provisions,  which  increased 
from  $2,018,1  54  to  $  ^,082,920.  In  this  latter  amount  is  included 
about  $2,187,000  for  the  value  of  the  maize  brought  from  tlie 
United  States,  to  which  reference  has  already  been  made. 

The  importation  of  wood  and  manufactures  of  wood  has 
increased  very  notably,  the  value  in  189Ç  being  $549,5'84,  while 
in  1896  it  amounted  to  $2,054,483.  A  very  large  proportion  of 
this  increase  consisted  of  sawed  lumber  for  the  purposes  of  con- 
struction. 

Another  important  item  is  that  of  carriages  and  other  vehicles, 
among  which  arc  included  railway  cars,  the  imports  of  which  • 
increased  from  $ir/),324  in  1895  to  $959,494  in  1896. 

The  other  groups  of  articles  which  call  for  special  mention  on 
account  of  the  value  they  represent  and  the  increase  in  the  amount 
of  their  importations,  are,  in  the  order  of  their  magnitude  *  Cement, 
tiles,  firebrick,  copper,  brass,  and  tin;  glass  and  earthenware  ;  and 
leather  goods,  which  together  represented  a  value  in  1896  of 
$3,668,41 1,  as  against  $2,048,247  in  1895. 

The  nature  of  the  exports  from  Mexico  underwent  a  marked 
change  during  the  year  1896,  there  being  a  falling  off  of  nearly 
JO  per  cent  in  coffee  exported,  while  a  large  increase  in  the  expor- 
tation of  silver  and  gokl,  as  well  as  dyewoods,  copper,  cabinet 
woods,  and  tobacco  more  than  made  up  the  deficiency.  The 
otîicial  figures  of  the  total  value  of  the  exports  place  it  at  $2, 197,000 
more  than  the  preceding  year.  Mining  products  constitute,  as 
usual,  a  large  part  of  the  exports,  amounting,  between  gold,  silver, 
copper,  and  lead,  to  70  per  cent  of  the  toti^l.  The  gold-mining 
industry  has  excited  great  interest,  and  many  new  pro[)erties  have 
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tonnage  and  value,  and  the  mean  price  of  dyewoods  was  on  the 
whole  higher  than  in  1895,  with  a  noticeable  increase  in  the 
quantity  exported. 

Exports  of  live  stock,  although  three  times  as  great  as  in  1894, 
show  a  decrease  in  comparison  with  1895,  the  total  number 
exported  in  1896  being  184,713,  including  homed  cattle,  sheep, 
hogs,  horses,  mules,  and  asses.  Lead  has  remained  stationary  for 
the  two  years  under  consideration,  if  we  except  a  small  increase  in 
value. 

The  price  of  goatskins  and  ox  hides  in  the  New  York  market 
was  somewhat  lower  than  in  1895,  and  this,  taken  in  conjunction 
with  the  large  export  of  live  cattle  from  the  Northern  States  of  the 
Republic  in  the  past  two  years,  accounts  for  the  falling  off  in 
tlic  value  oí  these  articles  in  1896,  which,  however,  did  not  exceed 
10  per  cent 

While  for  manufactured  tobacco,  the  returns  for  the  two  years 
are  substantially  the  same,  the  large  increase  in  exports  of  leaf 
tobacco,  reaching  1,070,413  pounds  in  excess  of  the  previous  year, 
makes  the  total  valuation  of  tobacco  exports  of  all  kinds  show  an 
increase  of  $240,016,  or  over  30  per  cent  for  1896.  The  increasing 
scarcity  of  Cuban  tobacco  is  giving  a  great  stimulus  to  tlie  industry 
in  Mexico,  and  there  are  strong  grounds  for  expecting  a  consider- 
able increase  in  the  export  of  this  article  in  the  course  of  the  next 
two  or  three  years. 

Chicle-gum,  which  requires  very  little  preparation  to  be  brought 
into  a  marketable  condition,  has  attracted  a  good  deal  of  attention 
of  late,  with  the  result  that  the  exportation  in  1896  exceeded  by 
nearly  1,000,000  pounds  that  of  the  preceding  year.  In  conse- 
quence, however,  of  the  large  production  there  was  a  notable 
decrease  in  price. 

The  value  of  cabinet  woods  exported  in  1896  was  $478,948, 
as  against  $328,906  in  1895,  the  increase  being  principally  in 
cedar. 

Vanilla  shows  a  considerable  falling  off  in  quantity  exported, 
but  this  decrease  was  compensated  to  a  great  extent  by  a  rise  in 
price,  the  same  conditions  being  reported  in  the  shipment  of  beans. 

Owing  to  the  growing  demand  in  the  United  States  for  Mexi- 
can oranges,  fruit  exports  indicate  a  large  percentage  of  increase 
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oocoanut  sells  in  that  market  at  from  i  5s.  to  1 1  10s.  per  ton» 
as  it  is  very  rich  in  oil.    The  market  for  this  article  is  not  limited 

to  England  alone,  for  the  Consul  ot  the  republic  in  Naples, 
Señor  Coppin,  has  repeatedly  written  to  the  Bank,  ori'ering  in 
behalf  of  an  Italian  oil  nianutacturer,  to  make  a  contract  tor  10,000 
tons  per  annum,  more  or  less,  at  ^fi  1  jier  ton. 

Our  Consul  at  Hamburg,  Herr  VViengreen,  has  also  requested 
consignments  and  samples  of  the  article,  believing  that  the  said 
city  must  be  a  good  market  for  the  cocoanut. 

IMMIGRATION  AND  COLONIZATION. 

The  present  law  p)V(Tnin^  imini<4rati()n  and  colonization  in 
Paraguay  is  substantially  die  >anic  as  has  obtained  .^inrc  lune  7, 
1881.  Certain  niodirications  have,  however,  been  mad(  ,  and  the 
Bureau  is  indebted  to  Hon.  John  Stewart,  Consul-Generai  of 
Parapiay  in  the  United  States,  for  a  copy  of  the  same,  from 
which  the  following  information  is  collected  : 

In  Article  4  of  the  law,  which  authorizes  the  Executive  Power 
to  establish  agricultural  colonies  in  different  parts  of  the  republic, 
it  is  specified  that  care  shall  be  taken  that  only  such  lands  shall 
be  selected  as  are  adapted  to  agriculture,  and  preferably  those 
horck  rin^  on  rivers  and  along  railways,  or  in  the  direction  of  their 
projected  branches. 

The  DepartnK  nt  of  Immigration  in  bringing  from  abroad  fami- 
lies tor  colonization  purposes  is  instructed  that  each  family  shall 
consist  of  at  least  three  adults,  or  of  five  persons  including  chil* 
dren,  and  it  must  be  proven  that  they  are  of  good  character, 
industrious,  and  have  some  knowledge  of  agriculture.  Families 
meeting  such  requirements  shall  receive  gratuitously  from  the' 
Government: 

First.  The  price  of  their  passage  from  the  place  of  their  embar* 

kation  tu  dieir  destination. 

Second.  Sustenance  for  the  first  six  months  after  their  settlement 
in  the  coloiiv,  which  terni  niav  be  extended  six  months  in  ca^e  oí 
extraordinary  circumstances,  such  as  force  majeure^  or  any  other 
cause  duly  proven  ;  also  a  home,  agricultural  implements,  seeds, 
and  animals  for  their  use. 

Third.  A  body  of  land  containing  16  lots  of  8,077  square  feet 
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are  made  to  any  company  or  private  enterprise  having  coloniza- 
tion tor  its  purpose,  notably  the  transportation  of  the  immigrants 
at  tlie  expense  of  the  State  trom  the  port  ot  landing  to  their 
destination. 

Concessions  of  land  are  also  granted  to  agñcultural  immigrants 
who  may  desire  to  establish  themselves  in  the  republic,  but  out- 
side of  the  colonies.  Definite  deeds  to  these  tracts  (8*077  square 
íèet  each)  shall  be  given  after  they  have  been  working  the  land 
for  two  consecutive  years,  provided  that  at  the  end  of  this  period 
they  shall  have  at  least  two-thirds  of  tlie  area  under  cukivation 
and  have  on  it  loo  i  oiit  e  trees.  These  colonists  shall  also  enjoy, 
besides,  the  following  privileges:  Lodging  and  support  at  the 
expense  of  the  Government  during  the  five  days  following  their 
landing;  transportation  at  the  expense  of  the  nation  to  any  place 
in  the  republic  where  they  may  desire  to  reside,  and  free  impor- 
tation of  wearing  apparel,  furniture  for  domestic  use,  agricultural 
implements*  tools  pertaining  to  any  art  or  protoion  they  may 
follow,  and  one  sporting  piece  for  each  adult  immigrant 

Government  Intendants,  acquainted  with  the  language  of  the 
country,  as  well  as  that  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony,  are 
appointed  in  each  colony  to  locate  the  immigrants,  look  to  the 
security  of  the  settlement,  keep  census  reports,  including  statistical 
data  regarding  agricultural  conditions,  etc.,  and  to  tumish  colonists 
witti  suitable  information  and  advice. 


PERU. 

INFORMATION  RELATIVE  TO  THE  MINING  LAW. 

The  Peruvian  Minister  in  London,  Señor  Don  José  Cane  varo, 
in  a  recent  communication,  gives  the  following  interpretation  of 
the  law  governing  the  concessions  of  nuning  claims  in  Peru  : 

The  mining  laws  in- force  in  Peru  concede  to  each  miner  but  seven  claims,  but 
a  recent  law  empowers  the  Government,  at  its  discretion,  to  grant  an  extraor- 
dinary number  of  holdings  to  mining  companies,  according  to  their  impor- 
tance.  As  many  are  petitioning  for  an  extraordinary  number  of  claims  and  do 
not  take  eifective  possession  of  them,  the  Government  resolved,  by  the  decree  of 
May  22,  that  person?,  soliciting  for  a  greater  number  than  çeven  claims  in  the 
gold  fields  should  make  a  deposit  of  zoo  to  500  soles  with  the  treasury.  This 
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9^8  BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 

Imports  and  Exports,  September,  iSçj. 
IMPORTS  OF  MERCHANDISE  BY  THE  L'NITED  STATES. 


Article*  and  Countries. 


Chtmicalt: 
Logwood   {Pah  campeche;  Pdu 
tamfechi;  Compte h¿){iQni) — 
Mexico  


September. 


1896. 


Quautities. 


Coal,  bituminous  (GirMv  iihimm»so; 

Carvilo  beiuminõso!  Charbon  dt 
Urre,  bitumituux)  (tons)  : 
Mexico  


Cocoa  {Catao  ;  Coeo  9H  CmÛû  crû  ; 
Cíjitio)  (pounds): 

Central  America  

Brasil  

Other  South  America  


CofTcc  (Cci/r:  Gi/V;  Cà//} (potíná») : 

Central  America  

Mexico  

Brazil  

Other  South  America  


Cotton,  unmanufactured  iA(gm/^  en 
rama;  AlgodSo  em  noma j  CWiMl, 

non  riiattu/actur/)  (pounds): 

South  America  


Fibers: 

Sisal  grass (Zr<f»<ry«/« /  Henequén; 
/Jenneque»)  (Ions)— 
Mexico  


fruits: 

Bananas  {PUiiinos  ;  Bananas  ;  Bo- 
nãnes) — 

Central  America  

Cuba  

South  America  

Hawaiian  Islands  


Orange?   {Nartu^i  Lar«u^¡ 
Orangcs)r- 

Mexico  

Cuba  


Furskiiis(P/V/Vj          PtUeti  F<mr*^ 
runs)  (pounds)  ; 
South  America  ...  


Hides  and  skins  {Cueros  y  pieUsj 
Couros  e  peUet;  Cuirt  et  peamx) 
(pounds): 

Central  America   13'.  533 

M''^i<-o   7^y-5-43 

South  America   '  3. 912, 407 


88 


7,oao 


361. 4B3 
1,012,031 


135.661 
471. 129 
51,655.83s 
6,036,076 


4.770 


Values. 


$i»884 


26, 469 
9a. «00 


22, 322 
89. 397 
5.419. 635 
797,458 


Quantities. 


8,087 


Ï08, 577 
1, 131, 401 


794.  893 
I.  718, 688 
53.  511.  '99 
7,40i,8S4 


253.511 


125.  276 

2.438 
42, 840 

5»  395 


19.542  I 
93 


3,139 


18,868 

90.  595 

6X7.  22U 


a,  48a 


•     •  •  •  a  •       c  • 


114.038 

I,  4;;^  Sf.)6 
2. 053.  499 


Values. 


$16.045 


'3*349 
IIS.  963 


121,  793 
206.  318 

3, 546. 2(^ 
861.986 


i4Si453 


102. 779 


17.088 
4.647 


3. 680 
89 


S.314 


ta, 237 

103, 107 

347.944 
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BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


Imfforts  and  Exports^  Sepiemòer,  iSçrf — Cononned. 

EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE. 


Articles  and  Countries. 


September* 


1897. 


Agricultural  implfimcnts (/«f/rw»!^»- 
tos  de  agricultura;  Instrumentos 
de  «tgruàUnrã!  Maçkmn  wri- 

Central  America  

Mexico  

Santo  Domingo  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Argentina  

Kra/il   

Colombia  

Ofher  Soath  America  


Animais: 
Hogs  {Ceréot;  Pmxos;  Co«km$y^ 

Mexico  

Horses  {Caàaiios;  CamUot;  Cke- 

Mexico  ....*  , 


Books,  maps,  cnf^ravinfr*;,  etc.  (Li- 
àrt's,  inapas ,¿;ral>aJo.i  ,í'lí.  ;  Livros, 
mappas,  gravuras,  etc.;  Livres, 
earUs  tUgéographütgratmreStttc.)'. 

Central  America  

Mexi  m   , 

Santo  Domingo  , 

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Argentina  

Hra/ii  , 

Colombia  

Other  Sottlh  Aneiica  


Breadstuffs  : 
Corn  {Mais;  Miüui  MaÜ)  (bttsh* 
els): 

Central  America. .  é  >  

M  -  :   

Santo  Domingo....  

Cuba  

I'ucrtü  Rico  

South  America.  

Wheat  (7>^<ry  Trigoj  i^^)  (bush- 
els): 

Central  America  

Mexico  

Soutli  America  


Wheat  flour  (/farina  <U  trigo;  Fa- 
rinha de  trigg;  Forint  de  iU) 
(barrels): 

Central  America.  

Mexico  


96 


$4.292 
16,357 
«5 


770 

73. 793 
a.  754 

51.  «79 


17.56» 


5.070 


3.  791 
1,047,03a 


94.850 

200 

3.  743 


la.  751 
"  "Î77 


8S.034 
8,9^2 


10^609 

4*295 
381 
64.  «89 

241 
1.851 
2, 028 

I,  Ï65 
a»  794 


1.417 
389,396 


31,542 

76 
1. 22Õ 


9,067 
15$ 


86,768 
9' 765 


34 
44 


5*690 
73»  «73 


3.013 


4,000 
'369.*  "9 


18,045 
487 
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BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


Imports  and  Exports,  September,  l8çj — Continued. 
EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE— Continued. 


Articles  and  Conatrica. 


Cotton,  unmanufactured  {Algodtfn  no 
numufacturado  ;  Algodão  não  ma- 
mtfaeturado;  Coton  nmmanufaC' 
turé)  (pounds)  : 
Mexico  


Cotton  cloths  {7 ejidos  de  algvdám; 

Fazendas  de  algodão;  Coton^  1IM~ 

nujuíturi^  (}'ards)  ; 

Central  America  

Mexico  *  

Santo  Domingo  

Cuhn  

Puerto  Rico  

Argentina  

Brazil  ......................... 

Colombia  

Other  Sooth  America  

Wearinj:  apparel  (cotton)  {Ñopa  de 
alí¡íkiúii;  Roupa  dt  algodão;  Vêtt' 
ments  en  coton)  : 

Central  America  

Mexico  

Santo  Domingo   — 

Cuba  

Pverto  Rico  

Argentina  

Brazil  

Colombia  

í>i!icr  South  America  


September. 


1896. 


1897. 


Qiiantitieií.       Values,  Q»'"*^^**- 


Fruits  and  nuts  {Frutas  y  nuices; 
Frutas enoKSf  Fruits  tt  tmsettes): 

Central  America  

Mexico  

Santo  Domingo.  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Ar;;cnlina   .... 

Brazil  

Colombia   

Other  South  America  


Hides  and  slcins  (Cueros  y  pieles; 
Couros  e  pelles;  Cuirs  et  peaux) 

(  pull  lid '^  j  : 

Central  America  

Mexico  


Hops  {iMptUoss  iMptstas;  Houblon) 
(pounds)  : 

Central  America  , 

M(.'xi(  o   ..,....,...,.....< 

Santo  Domingo. ,  < 

Cuba  

Piit  rti)  Rirn  

6uuih  America  


I.  ni,  567 
400,  773 
909,873 

9.  395 
16,  250 

476.  255 
601.  974 
467. 713 
1.5".  437 


•173.805 


5Q.  205 
28,  062 
10,  092 
I.  OI2 
997 
46.  758 
45.  379 
24. 551 
83.981 


16,  371 

33.  226 

4,  S60 

4.SÍ3 
487 

13,481 
4.  1 39 
5.53*^ 
4.750 


4.  7i>2 

5.405 

80 

735 
772 

367 

i.g66 


3.166 


983 


186,786 


871. 516 
329. 823 
93.027 
1,480 
500 
170, 125 
478,041 

429.  789 
1. 760k  365 


i.oco 


435 

20Í 

5¿  J 
580  1 

36 

«4 
6 

1,440 
96^393 

Ï95 
9.619 

64 

377 

45 

629 

77 

image 
not 
a  vailable 


934  BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 

Imparts  and  Exports^  September,  iSgr^ — Continued. 


EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHAN  UlS^Continued. 


Articles  and  Countiiea. 

September. 

1896. 

1897- 

• 

Qttuitlties. 

velues. 

Quantities. 

Values. 

Iron  and  Steel,  Manufactures  of — f"*t*d. 
Typewriting  machines-^unt'd. 

tl.396 

$359 
647 
374 

«54 

255 
217 

^1  -  -  <  ' 

938 

944 

842 
260 

35 
100 
814 

316 
8 

a.  066 

4,027 
7.501 

2. 740 
2,894 

2, 751 
394 

514 

2,  280 

23 
3. 921 
22, 587 

I.  508 

5. 274 
306 

173 
I  I 

1,768 
226 
20,  125 

3.  766 
332 

9,  tel 

27. 074 
50, 525 

l<eatner,  other  than  sole  yLutrot  dis- 
tinto del  de  suela;  Cottn  para 
ío/í¡s,-  Cuirai  autres  fue  pour  se» 

meiUs)  : 

9,898 

130 
306 

6,169 

3.957 

2.  408 
1,674 

1.001 
658 
28 

1,070 
149 

Boots  and  shoes  {CaiModo;  Calçados; 
C/u!i4ssurer)' 

(Jther  South  America  

Naval  stores  :  Rosin,  tar,  etc.,  {fiesina 
y  alquitrán;  Metiuoe  oitoMla;  lU- 

strif  ci  i^oudron),  (bamls): 

927 
107 

239 

1. 143 
1 1 

1.700 
13. 219 
758 

8.  565 

1.342 
565 
36 

6.6.1Ï 
700 
67, 400 
13. 1 10 
938 
9>I45 

550.  525 
790,981 

339 
207 

14 
593 
75 

Blull  

Turpentine,  spirits  of  {Aguarrás; 
Agua-raz;  TérA«Utkine)\ss¡\\w^^- 

18, 835 

437 
3. 279 

728 
442 

49 

4,880 

I. 515 
13.000 
20,  730 

1.567 

6,889 

781,598 

603.74» 

31. 195 

895 
6,707 

863 
177 
17 
i.47« 

506 

4.  370 
7.332 
530 
8,2IS 

29.  775 
29.998 

Otis,  mineral,  crude  {Aceitts,  mine- 

ralfs,  CfUiùh  :  0¡{-v; .  fniiit  i  af:,  cnls; 
//tules mtnerati's^  ¿rM/<*jj(galiuns): 
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BUREAU   OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 

Imports  and  Exports,  September,  l8çj — Continued. 
EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE— Continued. 


September. 


Articles  and  Countries. 

1896. 

1897. 

Quantities. 

Value*. 

^Juantitie*. 

Values. 

rovisions,  etc. — Continued. 

Beef,  salted  or  pickled,  etc.— 

■Cid. 

2.  150 

«89 

2,300 

$95 

3.  400 

138 

54,900 

2.  737 

I,  600 

1.000 

50 

Brazil   

49,  700 

I.9SI 

400 

26 

18,  too 

753 

13.  <joo 

757 

413.  300 

18, 653 

316,  800 

15.  507 

Tallo\v(Ji'Ai>/  S(Ih>:  5"«i/)(pounds) — 

345. 245 

14. 430 

239.  344 

10, 106 

26.  516 

I.  147 

39.  249 

I.  381 

41. 870 

I.  516 

5.  200 

210 

130.  484 

4.  557 

42.  684 

1.582 

Brazil  

000 

30 

56.  534 

2.  535 

32, 480 

I.  977 

44. 410 

2,  215 

28,452 

I.  25S 

1 3,  749 

670 

Bacon  (  To<itio;  Touiinho; 

Lard 

/unity's  (pounds) — 

19, 

I.  2/4 

22,  374 

1,665 

5,  200 

529 

5,  890 

586 

5.  517 

296 

2.  262 

142 

I,  345.  124 

67.  144 

905.  240 

66,  394 

58. 340 

2,919 

38. 216 

2.  340 

679.  464 

37.  7^2 

629.  250 

43.  240 

I.  146 

68 

660 

59 

19.  613 

I,  196 

56,  014 

4.  493 

Hams  {Jamotus;  Presunto;  Jam- 

funis)  (pounds) — 

19.  318 

2,  034 

24. 2S2 

3.635 

15.  733 

I,  76 1 

10.  988 

I.  325 

4.  576 

523 

3.  824 

458 

358.  742 

32. 253 

290.  732 

29,  406 

53.921 

4.  840 

83. 742 

7.  53» 

100 

13 

8,  220 

730 

7.  750 

682 

9.  574 

924 

69, 976 

7.  79" 

Õ1,  210 

7,085 

Pork  {Carne  de  puerco:  Carne  de 

porco;  /'('^í  )  (pounds) — 

64. 350 

2.  803 

120,  554 

5.998 

17,  (joo 

806 

4.  500 

248 

20,  800 

1.065 

15.0OÜ 

763 

321. 600 

13,089 

401.  000 

20,  283 

Brazil  

21.  000 

I,  0i)0 

600 

29 

10.  500 

569 

10.  750 

651 

490,  100 

20.  889 

585,  200 

30.  218 

Lard  (Manteca;  Banha;  Saindoux) 

(pounds)— 

138.  140 

7. 148 

130.  937 

7,68s 

651,  046 

29.  396 

205,  263 

10, 652 

25.885 

I.  34^* 

29,  010 

1.833 

I.  908,  302 

90.  45" 

'  1.489.593 

75  701 

I 
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BUREAU   OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 

Imports  and  Exports,  September,  iSçy — Continued. 
EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE— Continued. 


Articles  and  Countries. 


Tobacco,  manufactures  of  {Manufac- 
turas de  tabaco  ;  Manufacturas  de 
tabaco;  Tabac  fabriqué) — 

Central  America  

Mexico  

Cuba  

Arfçentina  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Other  South  America  


Wood,  unmanufactured  {Madera,  no 
manufacturada  ;  Madera,  não 
manufacturada  ;  Bois  brut)— 

Central  America  

Mexico  

Cuba  

Argentina  

Brazil   

Colombia  

Other  South  America  


September. 


1896. 


Quantities.  Values, 


Lumber  {Maderas;  Afadeiras;  Bois 
de  construction)  (M  feet) — 

Central  America  , 

Mexico  

Santo  Domingo  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  , 

Argt-'ntina  

Brazil  , 

Colombia  

Other  South  America  


Furniture  {Muebles;  Mobília;  Meu- 
bles)— 

Central  America  

Mexico  

Santo  Domingo  

Cuba  

Puerto  Rico  

Argentina  

Brazil  

Colombia  

Other  South  America  


Wool,  raw  {Lana  cruda;  Lã  crúa; 
¡Mines  brutes)  (pounds) — 
Mexico  


673 

4.  517 

193 
2,986 

6S6 
8.473 
5.949 

109 

6, 176 


$6,  676 
2t8 
5.865 

10,455 
505 
405 

4.133 


9.  734 
45.  744 


1897. 


Quantities. 


250 


52, S4I 


174 


7.806 
49.  268 

2.  518 
33.991 

9.  765 
95.  3Û6 
79.  082 

2.  373 
68,  599 


15.556 
18,  328 

820 

3.  572 

1,  281 

2.  398 

4.  464 

9'»3 
6.  S32 


4. 950 


"7 

4.  523 

14 
I.  Ï59 

431 
6, 924 
3.619 

707 

5.  129 


50 
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BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


When  the  owners  or  consignée»,  with  the  consent  of  the  National  Government 
or  custom-house  authorities,  transship  any  of  their  merchandise,  produce,  or 
other  goods,  the  company  shall  always  charge  one-half  of  the  respective  taxes. 
Smdl  fruits,  natural  wood,  horns,  bones  and  hoofs,  barii,  seeds,  and  dyewood  are 

«xcepted 

The  owners,  consignees,  or  shippers  ot  wood,  bark,  seeds,  horns,  bones,  etc., 
imported  trotn  Lake  Mar.icaibo  or  its  tributary  rivers  and  intended  for  export 
to  a  toreign  port  or  other  national  port?  outside  of  the  lake,  arc  not  bound  to 
«mploy  the  whuri  laborers  iur  the  tranaportutiun  ut  these  guuds. 

When  the  wharf  laborers  perform  work  not  covered  by  this  tariff,  the  price 
for  said  worli  shall  be  previously  agreed  upon  between  the  interested  party  and 
the  administrator  of  the  company. 

In  order  to  avoid  difficulties  in  the  liquidation  and  computation  of  accounts, 
all  imported  or  exported  goods  of  less  than  100  kilograms  in  weight  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  of  lOO  kilograms. 

AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCTS. 

The  following  information  relative  to  the  agricultural  resources 
of  Venezuela  is  taken  from  a  report  oi  the  French  Vice-Consul  at 
Caracas  and  published  in  a  recent  number  of  the  Moniteur  Officiel: 

Venezuela  produces  an  uncultivated  vanilla  plant  called  *^  vain- 
illa lutescens»**  but  the  one  commonly  known  to  commerce  is  the 
aromatic  "vainilla  planifolîa."  The  cultivation  of  this  product 
has  not  as  yrt  been  iostcrcd  to  any  ^if-at  extent.  V'cnezut-lan,  as 
well  as  Mexican,  vanilla  grows  very  readily  in  the  rich  black  soil 
of  the  States  of  F"alcon,  Lara.  Bolivar,  Bermudez,  and  /amora. 
The  official  statistics  do  not  furnish  any  fagures  on  the  quantities 
exported,  nor  on  the  country's  production. 

The  sarrapia,  or  tonka  beans,  are  found  wild  in  almost  every 
forest  watered  by  the  Orinoco  or  its  tributaries.  The  bush  which 
yields  diis  fruit  is  called  "dipterix  odorata,"  and  begins  its  pro- 
duction at  the  third  year;  the  seeds*  which  are  long  and  black 
when  dry,  have  a  F>eculiar  and  very  odorous  perfome  and  are  used 
by  some  to  flavor  tobacco.  Almost  the  entire  crop  of  Venezuelan 
sarrapia  is  exported  by  way  of  Ciudad-Holi\ ar  to  Hamburg  or  to 
New  York.  During  the  ñscal  year  of  1 8()  Ç  there  were  exported 
2.629  packages,  weighing  211,319  kilograms,  wortli  1,415,668 
bolivars.* 

The  process  generally  employed  in  the  gathering  of  the  tonka 

^Tht  bolivar  is  worth  about  so  cents  in  United  Stales  currency. 
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94^  BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 

sons  desiring  to  engage  in  this  industry,  it  is  well  to  say  that  the 
laborer  in  the  country  is  paid  on  the  average  irom  three  to  four 
bolivars  a  day.  Relative  to  the  gathering  of  the  rubber  and  tonka 
beans,  work  by  die  day  is  not  the  rule  ;  each  laborer  is  paid  accoid- 
ing  to  the  amount  and  quality  of  the  products  he  gathers.  At 
the  harvest  time,  many  inhabitants  of  the  neighboring  villages 
around  Ciudad-Bolivar  and  Maturin  go  and  stay  for  some  time  in 
the  woods  and  cuiuc  back  to  pick  over  and  sell  tiic  gatiiercd  iruits. 


TRADE  MISCELLANY. 

ARG£NTIN£  REPUBLIC 

A  comparison  of  the  exports  of  Argentina  for  the  first 
six  months  of  the  year  1897  with  the  corresponding 
period  of  1896  shows  a  decided  increase  in  value  for  such  article  as  wool,  hay, 
frozen  beef^  and  frozen  mutton.  Wool  exported  in  1896  was  127,357  tons;  in 
1S97,  143,851  tons;  an  increase  of  16,494  tons,  valued  at  $3*516,619,  Hay 
advanced  from  57,286  tons  in  1896  to  62,456  tons  in  1897;  the  increase  of 
5,170  tons  having  a  value  of  $60,037.  frozen  beef  and  mutton,  the  recorded 
increases  are  569  tons  and  142  tons,  respectively. 

The  latest  reliable  information  received  regarding  the 
crops  of  Argentina  is  very  encouraging.  The  apprehen- 
sion of  disaster  from  drought  and  lociists,  which  afflicted  the  provinces  last  \'ear, 
is  past,  and  the  only  contingency  now  is  frost,  but  it  is  thought  that  the  advanced 
condition  of  growing  cereals  gives  assurance  that  this  danger  is  not  imminent. 
An  unusually  large  acreage  of  wheat,  mûze,  and  linseed  has  been  town.  There 
is  under  crop  in  the  Province  of  Santa  Fe  1,000,000  hectares;  of  Buenos  Ayres, 
370,000;  of  Córdoba,  290,000;  of  Entre  Rios,  220,000,  and  in  other  provinces 
1 20,000  hectares,  making  a  total  of  2,000,000  hectares,  from  wliich  it  is  calcu- 
lated that  there  will  be  a  yield  of  20,000,000  hectoliters  of  wheat.  After 
deducting  for  home  consumption  and  seed  the  usual  quantities  required  for  such 
purpo'.es,  there  would  still  remain  for  evnort  1 ,000,000  tons,  at  a  value  of  about 
seven  millions  sterling.  The  estimate  for  linseed  puts  it  down  at  about  two 
millions  sterling. 

Mom— A  hectoliter  is  3.838  bushels,  and  a  hectare  is  equal  to  3.471  acres. 

BRAZIL. 

The  exports  of  rubber  from  the  Amazon  region  in 
August  last  are  officiallv  stated  to  have  amounted  to 
1,000,456  kilograms.  Nearly  one-third  of  this  total  (636,258  kilograms)  was 
shipped  to  the  United  States,  and  372,200  kilograms  were  exported  to  European 
ports. 
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The  preliminaries  and  requirements  for  successful  min- 
ing in  the  gold  fields  of  the  Yaqui  region  are  stated 
by  experienced  jniners  to  differ  in  many  important  particulars  from  the  pop- 
ular conception  of  such  an  undertaking.  The  mining  ground  has  first  to  be 
secured  from  the  government,  a  matter  of  some  expense.  For  this  purpose  the 
claim  has  to  be  "denounced"  at  the  nûning  office  of  the  district,  which  requires 
a  fee  ;  for  the  surveying  engineer  there  is  a  fixed  schedule  of  charges,  and  when 
his  survey  is  accepted  and  the  title  granted  the  claimant  pays  $10  for  every  per- 
tenencia* of  ground.  This  payment  must  be  made  annually  thereafter,  or  the 
claim  is  forfeited.  The  placers  can  not  be  worked  by  pan  or  rocker,  hut  require 
heavy  volumes  of  water  to  move  the  large  bodies  of  gold-bearing  earth,  and  for 
such  hydraulic  action  improved  machiticrv  of  an  expensive  kind  is  necessary. 
For  association  of  coopcraiu  c  capuai  there  are  splendid  opporLuniiies  in  this 
region,  but  smaller  prospectors  will  find  unexpected  hindrances  for  the  develop- 
ment  of  their  purposes. 

NICARAGUA. 

Mr.  Paul  VVeisike,  United  States  Consul  at  Managua, 
has  recently  communicated  to  the  Department  of  State 
the  iniòrmatíon  that  the  Government  of  Nicart^a  is  desirous  of  selling  the 
National  Railroad  in  that  republic.  A  bill  to  this  effect,  originating  with 
President  Zblaya  and  Minister  Matus,  has  been  presented  to  the  Narïonal 
Assembly,  and  there  seems  little  doubt  of  its  ultimate  passage.  Mr.  Weisike,  in 
commenting  on  this  sale  as  a  favorable  opportunity  for  the  advancement  of 
American  interests  and  capital  in  Nicaragua,  adds  information  concerning  the 
financial  status  of  the  road.  The  property  is  mortgaged  to  the  English  bond- 
holders of  the  national  debt  for  the  sum  of  ;¿^285,ooo,  the  interest  on  this 
amount  being  served  by  the  export  duty  on  coffee.  In  the  year  1896,  the  gross 
receipts  of  the  ruai  amounted  to  ^4.00,000  (silver)  and  ihc  operating  expenses 
were  $310,000;  this  latter  sum  being  greater  than  usual  on  account  of  extensive 
improvements  having  been  made.  The  road  extends  from  Granada  to  the 
national  capital,  Managua,  then  by  water  communication  across  Lake  Managua 
to  Momotombo,  thence  by  rûl  to  Corinto  on  the  Pacific  coast,  a  total  length 
of  1  aa  miles. 

PERU. 

The  Perené  region,  according  to  data  collected  by  a 
recent  travder  in  Peru,  is  rich  beyond  the  imagination, 
offering  to  the  immigrant  immense  forests  of  valuable  wood  and  excellent  soil 
for  the  cultivation  of  coffee.  An  estimate  in  regard  to  the  coffee  industry  shows 
that  the  investment  of  from  38,000  to  40,000  soles  to  establish  the  business 
and  the  addition  of  3,100  soles  to  meet  the  expenses  of  exploitation  would 
produce  a  net  earning  of  4,910  soles.  The  coffee  from  Perené  brings  in 
I,ondon,  where  the  price  in  general  ranges  from  22  to  lio  shillings  per  bag,  a 
higher  price  than  that  of  Chanchamayo.    The  total  number  of  colfec  crees  in 

*A  pertenencia  is  an  area  measuring  100  meters  in  each  direction. 
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The  Panama  Star  and  Herald  is  ««thorit7  for  the 
Hxfortaüoaoí  statement  that  a  Brazilian  film  in  the  city  of  Para 

has  rei^ntly  had  a  representative  in  Caracas  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  (or 
regular  shipments  of  Venezuelan  cattle  to  Brazil.    The  statement  h  made 

that  this  agent  has  contracted  for  monthlv  shipments  of  800  head  ro  be  exported 
alternately  via  Puerto  Cabello,  and  the  Orinoco  district.  Hitherto  this  firm 
has  bought  its  cattle  in  the  Argentine  Republic,  but  the  advantages  oí  the 
change  are  obvious  when  the  distance  from  zArgcntinc  ports  to  Para,  requiring 
thirty  days  tor  transit,  is  compared  with  that  oi  Puerto  Cabello  which  is  within 

six  or  eight  days  of  that  city.  The  firm  above  referred  to  owns  two  steamers 
especially  equipped  for  the  transportation  of  live  stock.  The  Star  and  Neraid 
adds:  "It  is  confidently  expected  that  Veneanela,  and  especially  the  district 
of  Aragua,  is  destined  m  the  near  future  to  become  the  great  purveyor  of  cattle 
for  northern  Bnunl  and  the  West  Indies.*' 

Under  date  of  October  8  and  10,  Consul  Plumachik 
writes  from  Maracaibo,  transmitting  copies  of  the  Treas- 
ury decrees  giving  tlie  tariff  classifications  of  foreign  products  imported  into 
Venezuela,  which  have  been  heretofore  practically  excluded,  owing  to  the  tiigh 
tariff. 

Cotton  cloth,  mixed  with  artificial  âilic,  ramie  cloth,  or  weavings  of  cotton 
mixed  w  ith  ramie  arc  placed  in  class  7;  articles  in  this  class  are  taxed  5  bolivars 
per  kilogram  (96^!^  cents  per  1.2046  pounds).  Mineral  usi^  in  the  manu&cture 
of  acetylene  gas  is  placed  in  class  i;  free.  Tobacco  and  ready-made  cigarettes 
pay  4  bolivars  per  kilogram,  equivalent  to  77.2  cents  per  a.  3046  pounds,  anc^ 
cotton  plushed  cloth,  used  for  toweling  and  counterpanes,  belong  in  class 
paying  24  cents  per  2.2046  pounds. 

Consul  pRosKAVER,  in  a  recent  communication  to  the 

Vamwrs  In  V«n»Mla.     _  .  „ 

Department  of  State,  expresses  it  as  his  opinion  that  the 

opportunities  for  American  farmers  in  Venezuela  are  greater  than  for  any  other 
class  cit  men,  profcssiona!  or  otherwise.  In  stating  this  fact,  he  also  urges  farm- 
ers thinking  vi  emigrating  to  \  fric/ucla  not  to  come  alone  or  with  their  indi- 
vidual familici,  but  suggests  that  small  colonics  with  a  community  oi  interests  be 
formed  for  the  purpose.  He  describes  in  glowing  terms  the  salubrity  of  the 
climate  and  the  productiveness  of  the  soil^  making  the  claim  that  three  crops  per 
year  is  the  average  yield  in  the  vidnity  of  Puerto  Cabello,  these  crops  \  arying 
according  to  the  altitude  of  the  area  sown,  from  cocoa,  coffee,  and  cocoanuts  in 
the  lower  regions,  to  tobacco  in  the  midlands,  and  wheat  on  the  higher  lands. 

A  new  interest  has  lately  developed  in  Venezuela  in  the 

OuitíTation  of  Heneqnen.  ^  , 

culture  of  henequén,  agriculturists  claiming  to  have  pro- 
duced a  plant  which  yields  a  finer  and  consequently  a  more  valuable  fiber  than 
the  Mexican  article.  For  the  exploitation  of  this  industry  there  has  been 
imported  into  the  country  modern  machinery  of  the  most  improved  kind,  and 
thus  the  cost  of  transporting  the  raw  material  is  saved,  while  advantage  is  taken 
oí  the  cheap  laoor  rates.  As  the  world's  annual  consumption  is  calculated  at 
2,000,000  tons,  at  an  average  cost  of  $1 10  per  ton  in  the  European  markets, 
the  importance  of  this  branch  of  trade  is  evident. 
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al  océano  Pacífico.  Este  es  otro  argumento  poderoso  en  favor  de 
la  construcción  del  canal  de  Nicaragua  bajo  la  influencia  americana. 

Hay  tres  puertos  importantes  en  la  cobta  occidental  de  la 
América  del  Sur,  á  saber:  Guayaquil,  en  el  Ecuador;  el  Callao 
en  el  Perú,  y  Valparaíso  en  Chile.  Las  distancias  que  se  salvarían 
yendo  de  Nueva  York  á  estos  puntos,  por  medio  de  buques  de 
vapor,  una  vez  construido  el  canal,  comparadas  con  la  ruta  por  el 
Cabo  de  Hornos,  se  expusieron  en  el  mapa  del  canal  de  Nicara- 
gua, publicado  en  el  Boletíh  de  setiembre  pasado,  y  son  las  sigui- 
entes: á  Guayaquil,  7,073  millas;  al  Callao,  5,896  millas;  á 
Valparaíso,  3,426  millas.  En  cuanto  á  los  buques  de  vela,  las 
distancias  que  se  evitarían  son  mucho  mayores,  porque  ellos  tienen 
que  hacer  una  travesía  más  larga  que  los  vapores,  dando  la  vuelta 
al  Cabo  (le  Hornos.  Como  la  extremidad  oriental  del  canal  de 
Nicaragua  queda  de  2,000  á3,cx)o  millas  más  cerca  de  Nueva  York 
que  de  Liverpool,  Hamburgo  ó  el  Havre,  la  construcción  de  esa 
obra  daría  á  los  Estados  Unidos  una  inmensa  ventaja  en  el  tráfico 
con  la  parte  occidental  de  la  América  del  Sur.  En  la  actualidad, 
la  distancia  de  Nueva  York  y  Liverpool  á  Guayaquil^  el  Callao 
y  Valparaíso  (via  el  Cabo  de  Hornos)  es  próximamente  la  misma. 

Los  países  de  la  América  del  Sur  que  quedan  sobre  el  oceano 
Pacífico  Ò  cerca  de  él,  son  Bolivia,  Chile,  Colombia,  el  Ecuador 
y  el  Perú.  En  un  artículo  publicado  en  el  Boletín  de  noviembre, 
con  el  título  tie  "  La  Costa  Setentrional  de  la  América  del  Sur," 
se  trato  ya  de  Colombia,  debido  al  hecho  de  que  sus  principales 
puertos  y  centros  comerciales  se  encuentran  en  aquella  parte  de  su 
territorio  que  colinda  con  el  mar  Caribe.  Con  la  excepción  del 
Perú,  todos  estos  países  han  sido  descritos  en  el  primer  tomo  del 
Directorio  Comercial  de  las  Repúblicas  Americanas,  que  acaba 
de  publicarse,  y  para  cuya  preparación  no  se  ha  economizado 
esfuerzo  alguno,  á  fin  de  que  en  todo  el  mundo  sea  ese  trabajo 
reconocido  como  autoridad,  al  tratarse  del  comercio  latino-ameri- 
cano. En  esta  obra  se  dan  detalles  sobre  el  tráfico  y  la  industria 
de  las  naciones  americanas,  según  datos  oficiales,  y  al  mismo  tiempo, 
se  publican  intormes  relativos  á  los  costumbres  y  usos  comerciales, 
aranceles,  reglamentos  de  puertos,  leyes  sobre  patentes,  sistemas 
bancários  y  monetarios,  íâcilidades  de  transportación,  derechos  de 
extranjeros,  etc.   Allí  se  ve  que  las  riquezas  naturales  de  los 
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y  baratos  que  los  que  tienen  los  europeos,  produciría  en  el  trático 
un  incremento  rápido  y  notable. 

Todos  estos  países  ofrecen  mercados  excelentes  para  las  manu- 
Êtcturas  americanas,  especialmente  para  la  maquinaria  de  toda 
clase,  para  los  instrumentos  de  agricultura,  las  mercancias  secas, 
los  tejidos,  el  calzado,  las  drogras  y  medicinas  de  patente  y  muchos 
otros  artículos.  Sin  embargo,  las  dificultades  y  el  costo  de  las 
transportaciones,  así  como  la  costumbre  de  traficar  con  las  naciones 
de  Europa,  lleva  el  comercio  de  la  America  del  Sur  á  Inglaterra, 
Alemania  y  I'rancia. 

Tomemos  como  ejemplo  á  Bolivia,  y  aunque  es  rica  en  pro- 
ductos que  se  consumen  en  los  Estados  Unidos,  este  país  no 
importo  nada  de  aquél  en  1896  y  97 

Como  era  de  esperar,  lo  que  los  Estados  Unidos  exportan  á 
Bolivia  es  insignificante,  y  solamente  ascendió  en  1896^  á  $21,907, 
y  en  1897,  á  $7,787.  Con  todo,  Bolivia  consume  cantidades 
considerables  de  géneros  de  lana  y  de  algodón,  de  ferretería,  de 
artículos  de  fantasía,  de  muebles,  etc.,  y  produce  mucha  goma 
elástica,  alguna  de  la  (^ual  viene  á  los  Estados  Unidos  como  pro- 
veniente del  Brasil,  y,  además,  cacao,  caté,  quina,  lana,  cueros, 
plata,  cobre  y  estaño.  Las  riquezas  minerales  de  Bolivia  son 
enormes.  Sus  minas  de  plata  figuran  entre  las  más  ricas  del  mundo, 
y  á  pesar  de  las  dificultades  que  un  país  tan  montañoso  y  donde 
hay  tan  pocos  ferrocarriles,  ofrece  á  la  transportación,  se  las  ha 
explotado  con  mucho  provecho.  Teniendo  una  extensión  territo- 
rial de  cerca  de  780,000  millas  cuadradas,  con  un  terreno  muy  varío, 
rico  en  minerales  y  maderas^  y  con  vastos  y  fértiles  campos  para 
el  cultivo  del  cafe,  el  cacao,  el  tabaco  y  otros  productos  tropicales 
ó  semi-tropicales  que  encuentran  buen  mercado  en  todas  partes, 
Bolivia  tiene  una  población  que  no  llega  á  2,900,000.  Esto 
basta  para  demostrar  que  el  capital  y  el  espíritu  de  empresa  encon- 
trarían en  es:i  república  sudamericana  un  teatro  muy  adecuado 
para  el  desarrollo  del  comercio  y  de  la  industria.  Hace  ya  largo 
tiempo  que  los  alemanes  lo  comprendieron  así,  y  hoy  está  bajo  su 
influencia,  con  detrimento  de  los  Estados  Unidos  y  de  todos  los 
otros  países,  con  excepción  de  Alemania,  el  comercio  de  expor* 
tación  é  importación. 

£1  Ecuador  se  encuentra  en  las  mismas  condiciones  que  Bolivia 
respecto  á  su  tráfico  con  los  Estados  Unidos,  aunque  el  comercio 
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cial.  Económica  y  políticamente  hablando,  Chile  es  una  de  las 
repúblicas  más  progresivas  de  la  América  del  Sur,  y  se  asemeja 
más  que  ninguna  otra  á  los  Estados  Unidos^  desde  el  punto  de 
vista  del  comercio  y  de  la  industria.  Parecería  natural  que  las 
relaciones  comerciales  entre  los  dos  países  fueran  más  estrechas  y 
lucrativas;  pero  no  habiendo  una  vía  barata  de  comunicación  por 
el  istmo  de  Panamá,  como  la  que  un  canal  otreccría,  la  posición 
geográhca  de  Chile  le  coloca  á  igual  distancia  de  los  Estados 
Unidos  y  de  los  puertos  eiiropeo.s,  por  la  vía  del  Cabo  de  Homes, 
y  el  hecho  de  que  la  Gran  Bretaña  y  Alemania  toman  la  mayor 
parte  de  su  principal  producto  de  exportación,  el  nitrato  de  sosa, 
da  por  resultado  que  el  tráfico  de  dicha  república  sea  principal* 
mente  con  las  dos  naciones  europeas  mencionadas.  A  esto  hay 
que  agregar  la  indiferencia  que  los  exportadores  americanos  han 
mostrado  respecto  de  dicho  comercio,  en  comparación  con  sus 
rivales  de  Europa.  De  los  $40,000,000  á  que  asciende  lo  que  se 
importa  en  Chile,  la  Gran  Bretaña  envía  casi  la  mitad.  La  Ale- 
mania viene  en  seguida,  y  los  Estados  L  nidos  ocupan  el  tercer 
lugar,  habiéndoselo  quitado  á  Francia  en  1894.  Los  K.studos 
Unidos  importaron  de  Chile  por  valor  de  $1, 200,000  más  de  lo 
que  exportaron  á  aquel  país,  y  así  es  que  se  debe  esperar  que  las 
manu£u:turas  americanas  encuentren  allá  mayor  consumo  en  lo 
futura 

De  todos  los  países  sudamericanos,  el  Perú  es  uno  de  los  que 
inspiran  más  interés  al  pueblo  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  porque  su 
historia,  tan  romántica,  ha  sido  escrita  por  uru  de  las  primeras 

plumas  americanas,  Prescott,  y  porque  otro  hijo  de  esta  tierra. 
Henry  Mf.iggs,  está  unido  á  la  construcción  del  íerrocarril  de 
Oroya,  hoy  conocido  con  el  nombre  de  l'  errocarril  Central  tlel  Perú, 
y  que  es  una  de  las  obras  de  ingeniería  más  notables  de  los  tiempos 
modernos.  Las  riquezas  agrícolas  y  tbrestales  del  Perú  se  parecen 
mucho  á  las  de  Bolivia  y  el  Ecuador,  y  pueden  servir  de  base  á 
la  prosperidad  nacional.  Sin  embargo,  lo  que  llama  más  la  aten- 
ción en  el  Peni  son  sus  minas,  porque  ese  país  ha  sido  desde  la 
época  de  la  conquista  uno  de  los  primeros  productores  de  metales 
preciosos.  Se  cree  que  el  oro  se  encuentra  por  todas  partes  en  el 
Perú,  y  aunque  las  minas  de  este  metal  han  sido  explotadas  durante 
siglos  enteros,  contribuyendo  así  á  la  ric^ueza  del  mundo,  es 
probable  que  existan  todavía  en  dicho  país  regiones  auríferas  que, 


uiyiii^ed  by  Google 


BUREAU  OF   AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


953 


explotadas  según  los  métodos  modernos,  rivalizarían  con  las  de 
Klondyke,  sin  el  peligro  y  las  dificultades  que  presentan  las  tierras 
árticas.  La  explotación  de  minas  de  plata  íia  sido  en  los  últimos 
años  la  industria  principal  del  Perú,  pero  se  encuentran  también  de 
plomo,  cobre,  estaño,  azufre,  asfalto  y  yeso.  El  petróleo  abunda, 
y  se  cree  que  llegará  á  ser  una  industria  considerable. 

Hay  en  el  Perú  casi  todos  los  elementos  necesarios  para  una 
prosperidad  comercial  é  industrial  ;  pero  en  este  país,  como  en 
todos  los  otros  de  la  América  del  Sur,  falta  el  capital  para  la 
explotación  de  las  riquezas  naturales  y  para  la  construcción  de 
ferrocarriles  que  lo  pongan  en  contacto  con  el  mundo.  El  Go- 
bierno del  Perú  celebró  en  1890,  con  un  sindicato  de  capitalistas 
ingleses,  conocido  con  el  nombre  de  Corporación  Peruana,  un 
arreglo  para  la  liquidación  de  la  deuda  nacional,  para  lo  cual 
arrendó  por  el  término  de  66  años  todos  los  ferrocarriles  del  estado 
á  dicha  corporación,  y  le  otorgó  navegación  libre  en  el  lago  Titi- 
caca, con  el  uso  de  los  muelles  y  diques  en  ciertos  puertos,  así 
como  otros  privilegios,  incluyendo  el  derecho  de  explotar  minas 
á  lo  largo  de  las  vías  férreas  y  concesiones  de  tierras  para  inmi- 
grantes. Las  relaciones  del  Gobierno  con  esta  corporación  han 
dado  mérito  á  controversias  más  ó  menos  acaloradas,  y  más  tarde 
se  verá  el  resultado  práctico  que  darán  en  cuanto  al  desarrollo  del 
país.  Lo  natural  es  que  estrechen  las  relaciones  comerciales  con 
la  Gran  Bretaña,  porque  este  último  país  envía  al  Perú  del  60  al 
70  por  ciento  de  las  manufacturas  que  allá  se  importan  y  cuyo 
valor,  en  cuanto  á  los  artículos  principales,  varía  de  $3,500,000  á 
$5,000,000. 

Hubo  un  tiempo  en  que  el  comercio  del  Perú  con  los  Estados 
Unidos  fué  muy  grande,  pero  desde  la  guerra  con  Chile,  que  duró 
de  1879  á  1884,  ha  decaído.  Antes  de  esa  época,  se  introducía 
en  el  Perú  de  los  Estados  Unidos  gran  cantidad  de  trigo,  madera, 
manteca,  keresone,  conservas  en  latas,  baúles,  relojes  de  mesa, 
máquinas  de  coser,  materiales  para  ferrocarriles  y  tranvías,  uten- 
silios de  casa,  cordaje,  lona,  etc.  El  valor  total  de  todo  esto 
ascendía  á  $2,000,000  anualmente.  Durante  el  último  año,  los 
Estados  Unidos  vendieron  al  Perú  un  poco  más  de  la  mitad  de 
esa  cantidad.  Aquella  república  sudamericana  no  solamente  ha 
perdido  territorio,  pero  ha  sufrido  pertubaciones  internas,  como  un 
resultado  de  su  guerra  con  Chile,  y  todo  esto  ha  deprimido  el 
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comercio  y  la.  industria,  lo  que  ha  contribuido  á  rebajai  el  tráfíco 
con  los  Estados  Mnitiu.-,.  Durante  los  últimos  años,  la  ptTspcc- 
tiva  ha  sido  más  halagüeña  y  no  cabe  duda  de  que  si  los  exporta- 
dores de  ios  Estados  Unidos  hicieran  esfuerzos  combinados,  ias 
antiguas  relaciones  comerciales  volverían  á  aparecer. 

£i  gran  problema  no  es  únicamente  volver  a  ganar  lo  que 
comercialmente  se  ha  perdido  en  la  costa  occidental  de  la  América 
del  Sur,  sino  crear  condiciones  que  aseguren  un  tráfico  grande  y 
permanente  y  atraigan  el  capital,  el  espíritu  de  empresa  y  el  trabajo 
de  los  Estados  Unidos  á  aquellas  vastas  regiones,  cuyas  riquezas 
están  aún  por  desarrollar.  La  solución  del  problema  se  encontrará 
probablemente  en  la  construcción  de  un  canal  interoceánico  á  través 
del  istmo  de  Panamá,  en  el  establecimiento  de  líneas  de  vapores 
rápidos  entre  le  América  del  Sur  y  ios  puertos  de  los  Estados  U  nidos, 
en  la  extensión  de  las  vías  férreas  y  en  ios  vigorosos  esfuerzos  de  los 
comerciantes,  capitalistas  y  £ibricantes  americanos,  que  aún  ahora 
serían  lucrativos,  pero  que  bajo  nuevas  condiciones,  no  podrían 
dejar  de  producir  magníficos  resultados,  tanto  para  la  costa  occi- 
dental de  la  América  del  Sur  como  para  los  Estados  Unidos. 


EL  COMERCIO  DE  AMÉRICA. 

EL  PRIMER  EJEMPLAR  DEL  NUEVO  DIRECTORIO  COMERCIAL 
DE  LAS  REPÚBLICAS  AMERICANAS  PRESENTADO  AL  PRESI- 
DENTE McKINLEY. 

El  primer  ejemplar  del  tomo  primero  del  Directorio  Comer- 
cial DE  LAS  Repúblicas  Americanas,  que  acaba  de  ser  publicado 
por  la  Oficina  de  las  Repúblicas  Americanas,  fué  formalmente 
presentado  al  Presidente  McKinley  en  la  mafiana  del  jueves,  1 1 
de  noviembre. 

La  presentación  se  verificó  en  el  salón  azul  de  la  Mansión  del  Eje- 

cutivo.  y  l;i  olira  fué  puesta  en  manos  del  Presidente  McKinley  por 
la  Comisión  Ejecutiva  de  la  Unión  de  Repúblicas  Americanas, 
compuesta  del  Honorable  John  Sherman,  Secretario  de  Estado 
de  los  Estados  Unidos,  que  es  el  Presidente  ex  officio  de  la 
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ciendo  la  Oficina.  Dijo  que  este  caballero  aspiraba  á  que  dicha 
Oficina  íuera  útil,  y  que  había  emprendido  trabajos  que,  una  vez 
concluidos,  serán  altamente  recomendables,  agregando  que  se 
había  dedicado  á  ellos  con  tal  actividad  que  su  salud  se  había 
resentido.  Manifestó  que,  hasta  donde  le  había  sido  posible 
examinarlo,  el  Directorio  le  parecía  una  obra  excelente,  y  añadió 
que  se  complacía  en  ver  que  la  Oñcina  ha  llegado  á  ser  un  factor 
importante  en  el  desarrollo  de  las  riquezas  y  del  tráfico  del  conti* 
nente  americano,  lo  cual  se  tuvo  á  la  mira  cuando  se  la  fundó. 

La  carta  dirigida  al  Presidente  por  el  Director  Smith  ha  sido 
publii  ada  y  ha  circulado  extensivamente  en  los  Estados  Unidos. 
Dice  así: 

CARTA  AL  PRESIDENTE. 
^OriClNA  DE  LAS  REPÚBLICAS  AMERICANAS. 

Unión  Internacional  de  Repúblicas  Americanas, 

îVâshington^  10  de  mroiembre  de  iSçy. 

SsftoR  Presidente:  Al  tomar  posesión  del  cargo  de  Director 
de  la  Oficina  de  Repúblicas  Ameru  anas,  para  el  que  fui  nom- 
brado el  29  de  marzo  último,  observe  que  la  mayor  parte  de  la 
correspond  enría  qiu:  allí  se  recibía,  consistía  en  (artas  de  tabricantes, 
embarcadores  y  otros  hombres  de  negocios  de  los  Estados  l' nidos, 
solicitando  nombres  y  direcciones  de  casas  comerciales  respetables 
de  Méjico^  la  America  Central  y  del  Sur,  las  Antillas  y  Hawaii, 
Era  tan  evidente  la  necesidad  de  que  existiera  un  directorio  claro 
y  fidedigno^  que  contuviese  los  nombres  de  las  personas  y  com- 
pañías que  se  dedican  al  comercio  en  los  países  que  componen  la 
Unión  Internacional  de  Republicas  Americanas,  así  como  datos 
estadísticos  y  descriptivos  que  fuesen  de  uso  práctico  en  el  desa- 
rrollo de  las  relaciones  comerciales  entre  ellos,  que  desde  un  prin- 
cipio me  iiedi(|ué  á  la  preparación  de  vma  obra  que  fuera  digna  de 
vuestra  ailniinistración  y  de  los  veinte  ò  más  gobiernos  que  van  á 
figurar  en  sus  páginas. 

''Los  Estados  Unidos  nunca  han  tratado  de  hacer,  directa  ó 
indirectamente,  una  publicación  de  ese  género  en  pro  de  su  comer- 
cio exterior,  á  pesar  de  que  todos  nuestros  rivales  comerciales 
cuentan  con  obras  semejantes.  La  Gran  Bretaña  tiene  el  Direc- 
torio de  Kelly;  Hspaña,elde  Bailly*BaiUiere;  Francia,  el  de  DIdot- 
Botin  ;  y  Alemania,  el  de  Leuch.   Todos  estos  trabajos  se  han 
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zaciones  mercantiles  y  las  casas  comerciales  de  todo  los  países 
del  Hemisferio  Occidental.  Semejante  obra,  si  logramos  llevarla 
á  término  feliz,  permitirá  á  los  fabricantes  y  exportadores  de  cual- 
quiera de  los  países  mencionados,  hacer  indagaciones  amplias 
respecto  de  las  condiciones  comerciales  en  los  otros.  Para  que  el 
tráfico  entre  las  naciones  se  desarrolle  con  buen  éxito,  es  preciso 
que  conozcan  mutuamente  sus  condiciones  y  usos  comerciales. 
Meros  esfuerzos  en  ese  sentido,  hechos  de  tiempo  en  tiempo, 
jamás  darán  por  resultado  lo  que  un  trabajo  combinado,  que 
reconozca  por  base  el  conocimiento  claro  de  las  varias  influencias 
que  afectan  el  tráfico  y  la  industria  de  cada  país. 

Al  preparar  el  Directorio  Comercial  de  las  Repúblicas  Ameri- 
canas, nos  hemos  propuesto  agrupar  todos  los  datos  estadísticos 
que  pueden  servir  á  un  comerciante  para  darse  cuenta,  no  solo  de 
las  condiciones  principales  del  tráfico  en  una  localidad  especial, 
sino  de  cuantos  detalles  pueden  serle  útiles  para  llevar  adelante 
sus  negocios.  Imposible  se  hace,  por  supuesto,  abarcar  en  una 
sola  obra,  por  grande  que  ésta  sea,  todos  los  informes  que  ha 
menester  el  que  se  dedica  á  empresas  mercantiles  en  tierras 
lejanas;  pero  en  aquellos  casos  en  que  ha  sido  necesario  omitir 
informes  detallados,  se  dice  donde  pueden  ser  obtenidos. 

"Es  de  esperar  que  el  Dirkctorio  Commercial  suministrará,  en 
lo  general,  todos  aquellos  informes  que  un  comerciante  ó  fabri- 
cante puede  desear  antes  de  traficar  con  alguno  de  los  países  de 
que  se  trata,  y  que  asimismo  indicará  los  medios  de  que  habrá 
que  hacer  uso  cuando  se  quieran  obtener  informes  más  detallados. 
Si  este  objeto  se  lognu  es  incuestionable  que  el  Directorio  Comer- 
cial llegará  á  ser  un  factor  poderoso  en  levantar  las  relaciones 
comerciales  de  las  Repúblicas  Americanas  al  nivel  intelectual  y 
amistoso  que  ahora  y  en  lo  futuro  deberían  tener,  y  en  tal  caso,  la 
obra  corresponderá  á  lo  fines  á  que  fué  destinada.  Durante  una 
ó  más  generaciones,  la  consecución  de  semejante  resultado  ha  sido 
el  sueño  de  los  hombres  de  estado  y  économisais  más  notables,  así 
como  de  los  primeros  comerciantes  y  fabricantes.  Un  conoci- 
miento pleno  de  los  recursos  y  necesidades  comerciales  de  cada 
una  de  las  Repúblicas  del  Hemisferio  Occidental,  es  casi  todo  lo 
que  se  necesita  para  operar  una  revolución  en  el  mencionado 
tráfico,  concentrando  así  el  comercio  de  América  en  manos  de 
americanos,  y  el  objeto  primovial  que  se  tuvo  en  mira  al  fundar  la 
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suma  rs  insuficiente  para  los  pjandes  é  importantes  trabajos  que 
tcngu  á  mi  cargo,  y  os  ruego  (.[uc  soliriti  is  del  Congrtso  un  aumento 
de  la  misma.  Firmemente  crvo  t^uv  si  los  trabajos  de  esta  Oticina 
continúan  con  la  energía  que  requiere  el  desarrollo  comercial  para 
lo  tuturo,  nuestro  tráñco  con  la  América  latina  puede  fácilmente 
doblarse  y  quizá  triplicarse  6  cuadruplicarse  en  dos  6  tres  años. 

Como  una  prueba  de  lo  pequeña  é  insuBcientcque  es  la  canti- 
dad referida,  en  comparación  con  nuestro  trabajo  y  con  el  interés 
que  en  él  se  tiene,  puedo  agregar  que  el  éxito  que  nuestros 
esfuerzos  han  alcanzado»  se  debe  á  las  crecientes  simpatías  que 
hemos  logrado  despertar  entre  los  comerotantes  inteligentes,  patrio- 
tas )■  generosos  de  los  Estados  l' nidos.  De  otra  suerte,  nos 
habríamos  visto  obligados  á  suspender  nuestro  trabajo.  El  costo 
de  una  obra  como  el  Directorio  Internacional,  la  iiecesidad  de 
la  cual  podría  demostrarse  de  varios  modos,  es  casi  igual  á  la  canti- 
dad que  se  ha  tijado  para  todo  los  gastos  de  la  Ohcina. 

''Además  de  nuestra  correspondencia  ordinaria,  ya  muy  crecida, 
se  han  escrito  más  de  100,000  cartas  acerca  del  Directorio  sola- 
mente, desde  mediados  de  abril  ultimo,  y  más  de  100,000  direc- 
ciones comerciales  se  encontrarán  en  las  páginas  de  este  libro^  colo- 
cadas según  las  respectivas  industrias,  y  casi  todas,  al  menos  las 
que  no  pertenecen  á  los  Estados  Unidos,  fueron  obtenidas  por 
nuestros  propios  esfuerzos.  Apenas  se  puede  dudar  que  si  se 
establece  correspondencia  con  dichas  casas  comerciales,  nuestro 
tráfico  con  aquellos  países  aumentará.  Tratándose  de  ellos,  creo 
que  este  Directorio  debe  ser  la  única  autoridad  reconocida  en  el 
mundo,  porque  un  examen  crítico  demuestra  que  es  superior  á 
todos  los  directorios  extranjeros  en  cuanto  á  lo  completo,  exacto  y 
reciente  de  los  datos  contenidos  en  él;  y  así  es  que  bien  puede 
ofrecerse  al  público  con  la  confianza  de  que  lo  encontrará  entera- 
mente fidedigno  y  de  valor  práctico  para  los  países  é  intereses  que 
se  trata  de  servir. 

**No  me  toca  á  mí  discurtir  las  grandes  cuestiones  políticas  de 
vuestra  administraciíjn,  pero  no  puedo  menos  de  interesarme  en 
ellas,  encontrándome  al  trente  de  una  oficina  internacional,  que  es 
la  única  que  lia  sido  creada  por  un  Congreso  de  las  Repúblicas 
Americanas.  A  mi  entender,  cuatro  son  ios  grandes  resultados 
que  vuestra  administración  puede  proponerse  y  alcanzar  en  sus 
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la  verdad  de  aquellas  palabras  pronunciadas  por  el  distinguido 
Senador  Allison,  que  *los  beneficios  que  por  medio  de  esta 

Oficina  se  pueden  alcanzar  no  reconocen  límites.' 

"El  objeto  principal  de  los  trabajos  de  esta  Oficina,  y  para  el 
cual  disponemos  de  vasto  campo,  es  recoger  y  diseminar  datos 
comerciales  acerca  de  las  repúblicas  del  Hemisferio  Occidental, 
así  como  promover  el  tráfico  entre  ellas.  A  este  fin  dedicaremos 
todo  nuestra  atención,  y  sabemos  que  no  en  vano  solicitamos  vues- 
tra cooperación.  Y,  á  la  verdad,  tratándose  de  vos,  que  habéis 
hecho  tanto  para  el  desarrollo  del  comercio  en  los  Estados  Unidos» 
no  vacilamos  en  pediros  que  acrecentéis  vuestros  esiúerzos  á  fin 
de  que  todas  las  repúblicas  americanas  experimenten  los  buenos 
resultados  de  vuestra  sabia  y  patriótica  política  industrial. 

"En  cierta  ocasión  muy  reciente,  emitisteis  este  feliz  epif:;rama 
reíerente  al  tráfico:  *Cada  productor  debe  tener  un  consumidor.' 
Os  referíais  á  los  fabricantes  de  los  Estado  Unidos.  El  Dirf.ctí)ri() 
contiene  los  nombres  de  los  'consumidores*  en  la  América  latma. 
Ha  sido  hecho  para  el  uso  especial  de  los  '  productores,'  pero  era  justo 
que  se  tonmra  en  consideración  á  los  'consumidores,*  y  jamás  se 
había  presentado  una  recopilación  de  datos  tan  valiosos  á  todas  las 
clases  de  exportadores  americanos.  Los  habitantes  de  los  países 
del  sur,  ya  queden  cerca  ó  lejos  de  nosotros,  sabrán  mejor  que  antes 
que  es  lo  que  pueden  vendernos  ó  cómpranos  con  ventaja,  mientras 
que  los  comerciantes  de  los  Estados  Unidos  conocerán  por  la  primera 
vez  los  nombres  y  direcciones  de  aquéllos  que  han  de  ser  sus 
mejores  parroquianos. 

Para  (jue  conserve  su  importancia  el  Directorio,  ha  de  ser  cons- 
tante y  cuidadosamente  revisado.  Debe  contener  más  tarde  mucho 
que  en  la  primera  edición  no  íiié  posible  introducir,  y  confío  en 
que,  con  la  aprobación  del  Congreso,  podré  dedicarme  á  preparar 
una  obra  que  abrace  no  solamente  una  lista  de  los  principales 
exportadores  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  sino  que  contenga  los  nom- 
bres y  direcciones  de  todos  los  industriales  de  este  país,  explicando 
asimismo  la  naturaleza,  cantidad  y  valor  de  lo  que  ^brícan,  de 
manera  que  los  comerciantes  de  la  República  Argentina,  el  Hrasil 
y  Méjico,  tengan  á  sus  disposición  un  directorio  completo  de  todos 
nuestros  productores,  en  la  forma  de  un  libro  que  sea  de  carácter 
oficial. 

Una  obra  de  ese  género  seria  como  el  complemento  de  la  pre- 


L/iyiii^ed  by  Google 


image 
not 
a  vailable 


964  BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 

conio  muy  valioso  para  los  interés  comerciales  de  los  países  que 
figuran  en  él. 

"Soy  de  usted,  con  toda  consitleración,  art  nro  y  S.  S. 

"John  Sherman,  San/ano." 


"Departamento  de  Marina, 

**iràsfi  'ni^íon^  12  de  tmviembre  de  rSçy, 

"Acabo  de  recibir  su  atenta  carra  de  5;  del  corriente  y  el 
ejemplar  del  primer  tomo  del  Dirki  idrio  de  las  Repúblicas 
Americanas,  que  la  acompañaba.  He  examinado  cuidadosamente 
esta  obra  y  me  ha  sorprendido  la  gran  cantidad  de  importantes 
datos  comerciales  que  contiene.  Es  indudable  que  será  de  gran 
utilidad  á  los  que  están  desrosos  de  aumentar  el  tráfico  entre  los 
Estados  Unidos  y  los  otros  países  del  Hemisferio  Occidental, 
tanto  porque  ^cilitará  la  transacción  de  los  negocios,  como  porque 
servirá  para  el  establecimiento  de  relaciones  comerciales  más 
estrechas. 

•*  Iviiiiiu  ndü  á  usted  las  gracias  por  su  atención,  quedo  á  usted 
muy  atento  y  S.  S. 

"John  D.  Lovg^  Sefr^iano," 


"Departamento  de  Agricultura, 

íVáshington^  11  de  nffokmhre  de  i8çp 

"Muy  Señor  Mío:  Acabo  de  recibir  un  ejemplar  de  su  Direc- 
torio y  lo  he  examinado  con  mucho  placer.  Es  la  publicación 
más  importante  que  iam;i:>  he  visto  respecto  de  las  repúblicas  del 
sur  de  nuestro  l  It  inisíerio,  y  será  muy  valiosa  para  los  comercian- 
tes de  todo  el  Continente.  Comprendo  que  haya  tenido  usted 
muchísimo  trabajo  en  obtener  todos  los  datos  contenidos  en  esta 
publicación. 

"  Rindo  á  usted  las  gracias  muy  sinceramente  por  el  envío  de 
este  libro,  que  en  lo  Aituro  consultaré  en  lo  rebtivo  á  los  países 
que  figuran  en  él.  Al  mismo  tiempo,  felicito  á  usted  por  una 
obra  tan  útil  como  perfecta. 

"El  trabajo  de  usted  tiende  A  establecimiento  de  relaciones 
comerciales  entre  los  Estados  Unidos  y  las  repúblicas  del  sur,  y 
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"Departamento  de  i.a  Guerra, 
''^  IVásh/ngton^  I S  tic  m\:icmhre  dc  iSçj. 
"Estimado  Señor  Smith:  Rindo  á  usted  las  gracias  por 
haberme  enviado  un  ejemplar  del  Directorio  Comercial  de  las 
Repúblicas  Americanas,  libro  que  indica  los  grandes  trabajos  que 
esa  Oficina  ha  emprendido  y  la  exactitud  y  precisión  con  que  los 
está  llevando  adelante.  La  obra  en  referencia  contiene  datos  muy 
valiosos  y  redunda  en  crédito  de  la  Oficina  que  usted  tan  digna- 
mente dirige. 

"Soy  de  usted,  con  toda  consideración,  atento  y  S.  S. 

R.  A.  Alger,  Secretario. 

REPÚBLICA  ARGENTINA. 

KX POSICIÓN  NACIONAL. 

Esta  Oficina  ha  recibido  un  anuncio  oficial  acerca  del  objeto 
que  la  República  Argentina  se  propone  con  la  Exposición 
Nacional  que  se  verificará  en  la  ciudad  de  Buenos  Aires  en  1898. 
La  circular  lleva  la  fecha  de  18  junio  de  1897,  y  está  firmada  por 
el  Ministro  del  Interior,  Dr.  N.  Quirno  Costa,  como  presidente: 
por  el  Señor  Vicente  L.  Casares,  como  l*""  vice-presidente;  por 
el  Señor  Juan  Videla,  como  2°  vice-presidente,  y  por  una  comi- 
sión compuesta  de  ciudadanos  importantes  de  la  República. 

La  comisión  dice  que  la  Exposición  es  como  un  preliminar  de 
la  que  se  efectuará  en  Paris  en  1900,  y  en  nombre  del  Gobierno 
Nacional,  se  invita  á  los  productores  del  país  para  que  exhiban 
sus  productos.  La  Exposición  será  inaugurada  el  9  de  julio  y  se 
cerrará  el  9  de  octubre  del  mismo  año. 

La  Legislatura  de  la  provincia  de  La  Plata  ha  votado  la  suma 
de  $25,000  para  los  gastos  de  la  empresa. 


BOLIVIA. 
EXTRACCIÓN  DF,  LA  GOMA  ELÁSTICA. 

El  siguiente  artículo  sobre  la  extracción  de  la  goma  elástica,  ha 
sido  escrito  por  Mr,  Edwin  R.  Heath,  Cónsul  de  Bolivia  en 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  y  remitido  á  esta  Oficina  por  el  Señor  Don 
Enrique  Wulff,  vice-Cónsul  de  aquella  República  en  New  York. 
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una  alforja  hecha  de  tela  de  algod(^n,  y  en  ésta  llevan  varias  tazas  de  hoja  de  lata 
que  pueden  contener  como  6  onzas;  un  poco  de  barro  de  la  consistencia  de  la 
masilla  ;  y  una  hachita  hecha  de  una  tira  de  hierro  de  i  pulgada  de  ancho  y  6 
6  7  de  largo,  doblada  y  con  las  extremidades  soldadas  y  afiladas.  A  esto  le 
ponen  un  mango  de  madera.  Con  esta  hacha  hienden  los  árboles,  dando  al 
instrumento  un  ligero  movimiento  circular  á  fin  de  no  dañar  el  corazón,  sino 
solamente  la  corteza.  La  savia,  que  parece  leche  de  vaca,  comienza  á  correr. 
Entonces  el  operario  pega  un  pedazo  de  barro  en  la  cáscara,  debajo  de  la  herida,  y 
adhiere  á  aquél  una  taza  de  hoja  de  lata,  á  fin  de  que  la  leche  caiga  en  ella.  La 
savia  empieza  á  correr  durante  la  noche  y  continúa  así  hasta  como  á  las  lo  de  la 
mañana.  Al  llegar  á  cada  árbol  el  operario  vacía  la  taza  y  la  vuelve  á  colocar  para 
recoger  lo  que  pueda  correr  después.  Antes  de  hacer  una  nueva  incisión,  retira 
la  taza  que  había  adherido  á  cada  árbol  y  quita  el  jugo  que  se  le  ha  pegado  y 
que  ya  está  seco,  con  lo  cual  se  obtiene  suficiente  cantidad  para  llenar  una  caja 
de  un  pie  y  medio  de  largo  y  de  uno  de  ancho.  Sobre  estos  pedazos  de  goma, 
así  recogidos  y  puestos  en  la  caja,  se  echa  algo  más  del  jugo  fresco,  que,  al  secarse, 
convierte  todo  en  una  sola  masa.  A  esta  masa  se  le  da  el  nombre  de  "  sernamby  " 
y  es  goma  de  segunda  clase.  Cuando  la  leche  de  toda  la  estrada  ha  sido  recogida, 
se  la  lleva  á  una  casa  donde  se  hace  un  fuego,  quemando  ciertas  nueces  secas 
llamadas  "  urucury  "  ó  "narcassu,"  y  conocidas  en  Bolivia  con  el  nombre  de 
"motacu"  ó  "cusí."  Sobre  este  fuego  se  coloca,  á  manera  de  chimenea,  una 
tinaja  de  barro  sin  fondo  y  con  un  cuello  estrecho.  El  operario  echa  ahora  la 
leche  en  algún  recipiente  de  tamaño  considerable,  que  en  ocasiones  no  es  otra 
cosa  que  una  concha  de  tortuga,  y  luego,  haciendo  uso  de  un  canalete  parecido  al 
que  se  emplea  en  las  canoas,  lo  moja  por  ambas  extremidades  con  la  leche,  pasán- 
dolo á  continuación  por  encima  de  la  boca  del  jarro  ó  tinaja,  á  fin  de  que  le  dé  el 
calor  y  el  humo,  que  coagulan  la  savia,  y  rara  vez  hay  que  repetir  la  operación. 

Cuando  se  ha  hecho  la  "  bolacha,"  esto  es,  cuando  toda  la  leche  está  coagu- 
lada sobre  el  canalete,  se  le  pone  al  sol  en  postes  á  una  elevación  de  varios  pies 
sobre  el  nivel  del  suelo.  Si  los  árboles  han  rendido  bien,  el  canalete  pesa  ahora 
de  30  á  50  libras  y  cuando  ya  está  seco,  de  10  á  30  libras.  Al  día  siguiente, 
cuando  hay  que  usar  otra  vez  el  canalete,  se  le  retira  del  lugar  donde  se  le 
había  puesto  á  secar  y  la  goma  clástica  que  estaba  adherida  á  aquél  se  le  quita. 
Como  todavía  está  suave,  el  dueño  le  graba  sus  iniciales.  La  operación  de  cortar 
los  árboles  se  pueda  repetir  todos  los  días,  pero  cuando  han  pasado  cinco  años, 
conviene  no  tocarlos  por  un  espacio  de  dos  á  cinco  años.  Si  los  árboles  son 
bien  cultivados,  quizá  no  hay  necesidad  de  hacer  esto.  Algunas  personas  poseen 
dos  6  más  campamentos  para  la  explotación  de  la  goma  clástica,  y  en  tal  caso 
pueden  no  tocar  sus  árboles  durante  el  tiempo  mencionado. 

Solamente  en  dos  casos  hay  que  emplear  fuerza  f  ísica  en  la  extracción  de  la 
goma  elástica,  á  saber:  en  la  conducción  de  la  savia  y  en  el  manejo  del  canalete. 
Como  la  goma  no  se  coagula  sin  el  uso  de  las  nueces  mencionadas,  el  valor  de 
las  estradas  depende  hasta  cierto  punto  de  la  cantidad  de  dichas  nueces  que  se 
encuentra  en  ellas. 

A  los  indios  se  les  paga  por  su  trabajo  $3  al  mes  y  sus  raciones.  Los 
bosques  abundan  en  monos  y  pavos  silvestres,  habiendo  además  puercos  mon- 
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En  1888  y  1893,  prósperos  en  el  comercio  de  Chile, 

las  exportaciones  ascendieron  á  $73,000,000,  y  ahora  exceden  de 
esa  suma  en  $i,^5'9.4i8.  Los  datos  correspondientes  á  1896  no 
pueden  tomarse  como  base  para  los  cálculos  del  año  corriente, 
debido  principalmente  á  la  diminución  ya  reterida  en  los  carga- 
mentos de  salitre,  diminución  que  se  hará  sentir  mientras  la  cantidad 
que  hay  en  los  depósitos  en  E uropa  no  esté  agotada.  Comparando 
los  datos  correspondientes  al  primer  trimestre  de  1897  con  los  de 
la  misma  época  del  aflo  precedente,  se  obtienen  los  siguientes 
resultados: 


* 

Impoclaetonca. 

$18.987,  330 

$iS.963.  533 

l6  04a,  715 

13,  São,  919 

3>  344*615 

5, 107.614 

£1  salitre  solo  representa  las  cuatro  quintas  partes  de  la  diminu- 
ción de  las  exportaciones,  que  fueron  como  sigue  ; 

Salitre   1^.055.343 

Cobre  en  barras.   97.  B73 

iM  ineral  de  piala.   95i  >5K 

Piala  en  barras    180.643 

Borato  de  calcio   ^5.975 

Cebada   133,865 

Lana   84. 69S 

Hay  tres  artículos  cuya  exportación  aumentó  algo  durante  el 
mismo  período,  á  saber; 

Lana   $65.363 

Yoflo   74,  730 

Suela       34, 373 


INDUSTRIA  DB  CUERO. 

Imposible  es  fijar  la  fecha  en  que  el  arte  de  curtir  cueros  fué 
introducido  en  Chile,  pero  puede  asegurarse,  sin  embargo»  que  los 
españoles  se  dedicaron  á  él  poco  después  de  la  conquista  del  país. 
En  1825,  Guillermo  Porté,  curtidor  competente,  llegó  á  Chile 

á  instancias  del  Gobierno,  y  junto  con  otros  artesanos  franceses,  se 

estableció  en  .Sanriago,  l^sto  debe  considerarse  como  el  principio 
de  dicha  industria  en  la  República,  y  desde  nquella  época  el  nego- 
cio ha  estado  casi  exclusivamente  en  manos  de  franceses.  En 
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á  los  centros  productores  del  país,  y  en  la  construcción  de  ellos 
gozará  de  los  mismos  privilegios  que  se  le  otorgan  para  la  líneii 
principal.  Los  trabajos  en  esta  última  deben  comenzar  dentro  de 
diez  y  ocho  meses,  contados  desde  la  fecha  de  la  aprobación  del 
contrato,  y  la  línea  debe  estar  terminada  y  abierta  al  servicio 
público,  con  todas  las  condiciones  de  seguridad  y  solidez,  dentro 
de  tres  años. 

El  concesionario  se  compromete  á  mantener  la  línea  principal 
y  sus  ramales  en  buena  condición,  de  manera  que  en  todo  tiempo, 
salvo  los  casos  fortuitos,  la  transportación  de  pasajeros,  correos  y 
carga  se  pueda  hacer  con  la  debida  rapidez  y  seguridad.  Los 
gastos  de  transportación  serán  establecidos  por  la  compañía,  pero 
no  excederán  de  1 50  marcos*  por  tonelada,  ó  su  equivalente  en 
moneda  colombiana,  tratándose  de  t^argamentos  que  vengan  del 
Magdalena  á  la  sabana  de  Bogotá.  Se  establecerá  una  tarifa  pro- 
porcional para  la  transportación  en  otras  partes  de  la  línea. 

La  compañía  se  compromete  á  rebajar  la  tarifa  cada  cinco  años, 

después  de  que  la  línea  esté  abierta  al  tráfico,  y  al  fin  de  diez  años 
la  reducirá  á  la  mitad,  ó  sean  65  marcos  por  tonelada  en  fletes 
terminales.  Trátandose  de  los  ramales,  se  pagará  según  la  distancia 
á  que  haya  que  transportar  la  carga.  Los  correos  del  Gobierno  se 
llevarán  libres  de  gasto,  pero  toda  otra  clase  de  propiedad  nacional 
pagará  según  la  tarifa  establecida,  dándosele,  en  todo  caso,  la  pre- 
ferencia para  su  inmediato  despacho. 

La  concesión  puede  ser  traspasada  en  todo  ó  en  parte  á  otra 
persona  ó  compañía,  pero  no  á  gobiernos  extranjeros. 

A  los  cincuenta  años  de  haberse  terminado  la  obra,  ésta  con 
todos  sus  ramales  y  dependencias,  y  en  perfecta  condición,  pasará 
á  ser  propiedad  del  Gobierno  de  Colombia,  sin  remuneración  de 
ninguna  clase. 


COSTA  RICA— NICARAGUA. 

LAUDO  DEL  SEÑOR  GENERAL  E.  P.  ALEXANDER,  INGENIERO 

ARBITRO. 

La  Oficina  ha  recibido  del  Señor  Calvo,  Ministro  Residente  de 
Costa  Rica,  el  texto  del  laudo  del  Señor  General  E.  P.  Alex- 
ander, nombrado  por  el  Señor  Presidente  Cleveland,  Ingeniero 

•Un  marco  vale  24  centavos,  moneda  de  los  Estados  Unidos. 
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á  un  estado  próximo  de  la  guerra,  en  defensa  de  lo  que  consideraban  tus  derechos, 
como  se  expresa  en  el  Articulo  Con  efecto,  en  25  de  noviembre  de  1857 
Nicaragua  había  precisamente  declarado  la  guerra,  cuando  por  la  mediación  de 

la  República  de  £lSalva<!or,  schizounesfuer/ú  íinal  para  evitarla  ;  se  reanudaron 
las  negociaciones,  y  resultó  el  tratado.  Ahora  bien,  podemos  descubrir  la  niútua 
intcligcncin  finalmente  alcanzada  por  sus  autores,  buscando,  ante  todo,  en  el  con- 
junto del  tratado,  la  idea  general  pl:in  de  conciliaci/in  sobre  qoe  pudteron  llegar 
á  acordarse.  En  seguida,  tencnu)»  quecuidar  de  cjuc  esta  idea  general  del  tratado 
se  armonice  completamente  con  la  descripci/in  de  la  linca  dada  en  detal,  y  con  el 
nombre  propio  ile  todas  ¡as  localidades,  usado  6  no  usado  en  conexii')n  con  la 
misma.  Porque  el  no  uso  de  algunos  nombres  puede  ser  tan  significativo,  como 
el  uso  de  otros.  Ahora,  de  la  consideración  general  del  tratado  en  su  conjunto» 
aparece  claro  y  sencillo  el  plan  de  conciliación. 

Costa  Rica  había  de  tener  como  línea  divisoria  la  ribera  derecha  ó  sureste 
del  río,  considerado  como  una  vía  comercial  de  comunicación,  desde  un  punto 
5  millas  abajo  del  Castillo  hasta  el  mar. 

Nicaragua  había  de  tener  su  anhelado  sumo  imperto  de  todas  las  aguas  de  esta 
misma  vía  comercial  de  comunicación,  igualmente  no  interrumpido  hasta  el  mar. 

Rs  de  notarse  que  esta  división  implicaba  también  por  de  contado  el  señorío 
de  Nicaragua  sobre  todas  las  islas  del  rio  y  sobre  la  mirgen  izquierda  ó  nor- 
oeste y  la  Punta  (headland). 

Esta  división  hace  que  la  linea  divisoria  (suponiendo  que  se  traza  agua»;  ahrtio, 
á  lo  largo  de  la  ribera  derecha,  desde  el  punto  cerca  del  Castillo)  pase  á  través, 
así  del  ramal  de  LUiorado  como  del  Taura. 

Ella  no  puede  seguir  ni  uno  ni  otro  ramal,  porque  ninguno  de  ellos  es  vía 
comercial  de  comunicación,  puesto  que  ni  el  uno  ni  el  otro  tiene  un  puerto  en 
su  desembocadura. 

Ella  tiene  que  seguir  el  ramal  restante,  ó  sea  el  llamado  Bajo  de  San  Juan  ; 
pasar  por  su  puerto  y  concluir  en  el  mar. 

£1  término  natural  de  esa  línea  es  la  extremidad  derecha  de  tierra,  en  la  boca 
del  puerto. 

Ahora,  permítasenos  notar  las  frases  descriptivas  usadas  en  el  tratado  para 
decir  de  dónde  ha  de  partir  la  línea  y  como  ha  de  correr  esta,  liacicndo  caso 
omiso,  por  el  momento,  del  nombre  pro¡M  io  Jado  al  punto  inicial.  Fila  ha  de 
partir  "de  la  bcica  del  río  San  Juan  de  Nicaragua  y  continuará  marcáudusc  con 
la  márgcii  dcrciiiu  de  dicho  río  hasta  3  millas  inglesas  antes  de  Castillo  \'iejo." 

Evidentemente  este  lenguaje  fué  cuidadosamente  considerado  y  categórico,  y 
sólo  hay  un  punto  de  partida  posible  para  tal  línea,  y  éste  es  la  extremidad  Ó 
brazo  derecho  de  la  tierra  de  la  babia. 

Por  fin,  llegamos  al  nombre  propio  dado  al  punto  de  partida  :  "  extremidad 
de  Punta  de  Castillo.**  Este  nombre.  Punta  de  Castilla,  no  aparece  en  uno  solo 
de  todos  los  mapas  originales  de  la  bahía  de  San  Juan  que  han  sido  producidos 
por  una  y  otra  parte,  y  que  parecen  incluir  todos  los  publicados  antes  y  después 
del  tratado.     Este  es  un  heciio  significativo,  y  su  senrú'.o  o!^vio. 

Punta  de  Castilla  tiene  que  hahcr  i  J  »,  y  ha  de  haber  seguido  siendo  un  punto 
de  ninguna  importancia,  política  ó  comercial. 
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De  otra  manera  no  podría  haber  sido  tan  completamente  olvidado  en  los 
mapas.  Esto  se  conforma  enteramente  con  las  peculiaridades  de  la  tierra  firme 
y  extremo  de  ella  de  la  derecha  de  la  bahía.  Ella  permanece  hasta  hoy  desco- 
nocida y  no  ocupada,  excepto  por  la  cabaña  de  un  pescador. 

Pero  la  identificación  de  la  localidad  está  puesta  aun  más  fuera  de  duda,  por 
la  mención  incidental  del  nombre  Punta  de  Castilla  hecha  en  otro  artículo  del 
tratado  mismo. 

En  el  Artículo  V,  conviene  Cosía  Rica  en  permitir  temporalmente  á  Nicara- 
gua el  uso  del  lado  costarricense  del  puerto,  sin  pago  de  derechos  ;  y  el  nombre 
de  Punta  de  Castilla  es  de  lleno  aplicado  á  él. 

Así,  tenemos  en  congruencia  la  jdca  general  de  conciliación  en  el  conjunto  del 
tratado,  la  literal  descripción  de  la  línea  en  detal,  y  la  verificación  del  nombre 
aplicado  al  punto  de  partida  por  su  mención  incidental  en  otro  pasaje  del  tra- 
tado, y  por  el  testimonio  unánime  de  todos  los  autores  de  mapas  de  todos  los 
países,  antes  y  después  del  tratado,  que  excluyen  este  nombre  de  todas  las  demás 
partes  del  puerto.  Esto  podría  parecer  suficiente  argumentación  acerca  del 
punto;  pero  lo  presentará  á  una  luz  más  clara  aún,  el  dar  una  breve  explicación 
de  la  geografía  local  y  de  una  peculiaridad  especial  de  esta  bahía  de  San  Juan. 

El  dato  característico  de  la  geografia  local  de  esta  bahía  desde  las  primeras 
relaciones  acerca  de  ella,  ha  sido  la  existencia  de  una  isla  en  su  salida,  llamada 
en  algnnos  mapas  antiguos  la  isla  de  San  Juan.  Era  ésta  una  isla  de  tal  impor- 
tancia que  obtuvo  en  1820  mención  de  dos  autores  distinguidos,  citados  en  la 
réplica  de  Costa  Rica  al  alegato  de  Nicaragua  (página  12);  y  es  ella  una  isla 
hoy  día,  y  así  aparece  en  el  mapa  que  se  acompaña  á  este  laudo.  La  peculiaridad 
de  esta  bahía,  que  ha  de  notarse,  es  la  de  que  el  río  arrastra  muy  poca  agua 
durante  la  estación  seca.  Cuando  esto  sucede,  particularmente  en  los  últimos 
años,  barras  de  arena,  secas  en  las  mareas  ordinarias,  pero  más  ó  menos  sumergidas 
y  rotas  por  las  olas  en  todas  las  altas  mareas,  se  forman  frecuentemente,  llegando 
hasta  las  extemidades  de  terreno  adyacente,  de  manera  que  un  hombre  puede 
cruzarlas  á  pie  enjuto. 

Ahora  bien,  la  reclamación  de  Costa  Rica  está  basada  por  entero  en  la  supo- 
sición de  que  el  i  5  de  abril  de  1858,  fecha  del  tratado,  existía  conexión  entre 
la  isla  y  la  tierra  extrema  al  este,  lo  que  convertía  la  isla  en  tierra  firme,  y  llevó 
el  punto  de  partida  de  la  frontera  hácia  el  extremo  occidental  de  la  isla.  Contra 
este  razonamiento  hay  por  lo  menos  dos  contestaciones,  cada  una  de  las  cuales 
me  párete  concluyente. 

En  primer  lugar  el  estado  exacto  de  la  barra  en  aquel  día  no  puede  ser  definiti- 
vamente demostrado,  lo  cual  parecería  necesario  antes  de  sacar  conclusiones 
importantes. 

Sin  embargo,  como  la  fecha  era  cercana  al  fin  de  la  estación  seca,  es  muy 
probable  que  hubiera  tal  conexión  por  una  barra  de  arena  entre  la  isla  y  la  costa 
oriental  ó  costarricense,  como  se  ha  descrito.  Pero  aún  en  el  caso  de  que  así 
fuera,  no  seria  razonable  suponer  que  tal  conexión  temporal  pudiese  operar  un 
cambio  permanente  en  el  carácter  geográfico  y  señorío  político  de  la  isla.  El 
mismo  principio,  á  ser  admitido,  daría  á  Costa  Rica  ioJu  isla  del  rio  que  barras 
de  arena  desde  su  costa  hubiese  hecho  aparecer  durante  aquella  estación  seca. 
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Pero  en  todas  parres  del  tratado  ci  río  es  tenido  y  reputado  como  una  via  Uc 
comercio.  Esto  implica  (|ue  ha  de  conúderár^ele  en  su  régimen  medio  de  agua; 
en  el  cual  régimen»  solamente,  es  él  navegable.  Pero  la  consideraci<!>n  primordial 
acerca  del  punto  es  que  por  el  uso  del  nombre  de  Punta  de  Castilla  para  el  punto 
de  partida,  en  lugar  del  nombre  Punta  Arenas»  los  autores  del  tratado  se  pro* 
pusieron  designar  la  tierra  firme  del  este  del  puerto.  Esto  ha  sido  ya  dilucidado  ; 
pero  no  se  hadado  contestación  directa  la  razonamiento  de  Costa  Rica,  por  el 
que  cita  tres  autores  que  aplican  el  nombre  de  Punta  de  Castilla  á  la  extremidad 
occidental  de  la  antes  mencionada  isla,  la  punta  llamada  invariablemente  Punta 
.Arenaí  por  rodos  los  marinos  y  otros  oficiales,  topógrafos  é  ingenieros  quc  en 
diversos  tiempos  han  levantado  el  niaji.i  Je  ella. 

Esos     illltiiIC'3     MUI     L.     MONTL'KAR,    L'i  I  ,l  t  f  MI  .1  !  t  CC  c  l ,    lií     l<'^i^7;     J.    D,  (t\ME7., 

nuaragüense,  en  l88y,  y  E.  G.  SytiER,  americano,  teciia  no  dada  exactamente, 
pero  posterior  al  tratado*  Aun  de  estos,  los  dos  filtimos  simplemente  usaron 
una  vez  cada  uno  el  nombre  Punta  de  Castilla  como  sinónimo  de  Punta  Arenas. 
Contra  tales  autoridades  tenemos:  i*'  un  considerable  número  de  otros 
escritores,  claramente  mis  dignos  de  confianza;  en  segundo  lugar,  los  autores 
originales  de  todos  los  mapas,  como  se  ha  dicho  antes;  y  en  tercer  lugar,  los 
autores  del  tratado  mismo,  por  su  uso  de  Punta  de  Castilla  en  el  artículo 

Ma  de  tenerse  presente  que  por  algunos  años  antes  de  la  celebración  del  tra- 
tado. Punta  Arenas  habla  sido  con  mucho  el  más  importante  y  conspicuo  punto  de 
la  bahia.  En  él  estuvieron  localizados  los  muelles,  talleres,  etc.,  de  la  Gran  Com- 
pañía de  Tránsito  de  \  andcrbilt  que  mantuvo  la  linea  directa  de  Nueva  ^'ork 
á  San  Francisco,  durauic  la  liebre  de  oro  de  los  primeros  años  después  Je  1850. 
Aquí  los  vapores  de  océano  y  de  río  se  encontraban  y  cambiaban  pasajeros  y 
carga.    Este  filé  el  punto  elegido  por  Walker  y  los  filibusteros  para  ser  dominado. 

El  villorrio  de  San  Juan  para  nada  figuraba  en  comparación;  yserfa,sin  duda, 
ticil  producir  por  centenares  referencias  á  este  punto  como  Punta  Arenas,  por 
oficiales  navales  y  diplomáticos  de  todas  las  principales  naciones,  por  distinguidos 
residentes  y  oficiales  y  por  ingenieros  y  topógrafos  ocupados  en  investigar  el 
problema  de  canal,  todos  con  personal  conocimiento  de  la  localidad 

£n  vista  de  todas  estas  circunstancias,  del  celo  con  que  cada  una  de  las  partes 
contratantes  definió  lo  que  daba  y  lo  que  reservaba,  la  prominencia  é  impor- 
tancia de  la  localidad,  la  unanimidad  de  liul<«s  lo«;  mapns  oriirmalcs  en  el  nombre 
y  su  notoriedad  uni\ cr--al,  hallo  imposible  coiuchir  que  Ni<-.iraeua  hubiese  «.í)ti- 
cedido  este  extenso  c  importante  territorio  á  Cusía  Rica  y  que  el  representante 
de  esta  última  hubiese  dejado  de  hacer  aparecer  el  nombre  Punta  Arenas  en 
alguna  parte  dei  tratado. 

V  por  ra7.ones  tan  análogas,  que  es  innecesario  repetirla»,  es  también  imposi- 
ble concebir  que  Costa  Rica  hubiese  aceptado  el  Taura  como  su  fronteia,  y  que 
el  representante  de  Nicaragua  hubiera  dejado  de  hacer  aparecei  en  alguna  parte 
del  tratado  el  nombre  Taura. 

IT  1;  icndo,  pues,  designa  !<)  Je  \in  modo  genera!  la  tierra  final  al  este  de  Har- 
bor Head  como  la  localización  del  punto  de  partida  de  la  línea  divisoria,  es 
menester  ahora  especificarlo  mí<(  minuciosamente,  á  fin  de  que  dicha  línea  pueda 
ser  exactamente  localizada  y  demarcada  de  un  modo  permanence.    La  exacta 
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A  continuación  se  verán  las  bases  principales  del  referido  con- 
trato, con  las  modificaciones  que  fueron  introducidas  por  la  Cámara. 

Kl  Señor  Casement  se  compromete  á  construir  por  la  suma  de 
$2.898,97143,  oro  americano,  y  :í  entregar  en  pcrf( cto  estaiio  de 
servicio,  una  vía  férrea  <|ue  partiendo  de  la  capital  de  la  Repú- 
blica, termine  en  el  puerto  de  Tivives,  en  el  Pacífico,  incluyendo 
todas  aquellas  obras  accesorias  de  la  empresa.  £1  material 
rodante  será  de  primera  clase,  así  como  todo  aquello  que  se 
emplee  en  la  construcción  del  ferrocarril,  y  el  contratista  se  suje- 
tará á  lo  estipulado  en  las  bases  formuladas  por  la  dirección  gen- 
eral de  obras  públicas. 

La  calzada  tendrá  4.57  metros  de  ancho  en  los  cortes;  3.25 
metros  de  ancho  en  los  rellenos.  Los  rieles  serán  de  acero  Resse- 
mer, con  peso  de  25  kilos  por  metro  lineal.  Los  durniicntcs  h;in  de 
ser  (le  alj^nma  madera  resistente,  previa  la  aprobación  del  Gooicrno, 
y  han  de  medir  7  pies  ingleses  de  largo,  6  pulgadas  de  alto  y  9 
pulgadas  de  ancho.  S( nín  colocados  á  0.730  metros  \mo  de  otro 
de  centro  á  centro.  El  lastre  será  de  arena  limpia  de  río.  nrenón 
ó  piedra  resistente.  Los  parementos  exteriores  de  toda  obra  de 
mamposteria  serán  de  piedra  dura  tallada.  Los  puentes  serán  de 
acero  y  hierro,  )  para  cada  uno  de  ellos  se  presentará  al  Gobierno, 
para  su  exámen  y  aprobación,  un  proyecto  con  el  sistema  de  cons- 
trucción que  se  pretenda  seguir. 

.Las  estructuras  nictálicas  hcrán  sometidas  a  pruebas  escrupulosas 
con  el  objeto  de  demostrar  su  resistencia.  La  linca  se  compondrá 
de  una  sola  vía  de  3  pies  ingleses,  6'{  pul^xadas  entre  carriles,  yen 
las  curbas  será  un  poco  más  abierta.  Habrá  dos  estaciones  de 
término,  bien  construidas  y  con  todo  lo  ne(  esario  para  un  buen 
servicio.  Se  construirá  un  taller  en  San  José  con  las  maquinarias 
y  aparatos  completos  para  la  reparación  del  material  rodante.  Se 
construirá  otro  taller  secundario  en  el  puerto.  £n  la  capital  se 
construirá  una  casa  par  locomotoras,  con  capacidad  para  cuatro 
máquinas  y  su  correspondiente  tornamesa. 

Habrá  4  locomotoras  ni¡xt;is.  destinadas  á  pasajeros  y  carga,  de 
40  tonelati;i>  c  ida  una,  2  tl<  i.S  toneladas  cada  una,  6  carros  para 
pasajeros  de  priiiu  ra  clase.  6  para  pn^^ajcros  de  -íegunda  cla>^( .  20 
para  tictes  y  bagaje  y  40  carros-plataíorma  abiertos.  Las  locomo- 
toras y  carros  serán  del  sistema  americana 


L/iyiii^ed  by  Google 


image 
not 
a  vailable 


9oO  aUREAU  OP  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 

abusare  de  esta  disposición,  pagará  el  doble  de  los  derechos  corres- 
pondientes y  perderá  la  franquicia  de  introducción.  £1  contratista 
podrá  introducir  trabajadores  de  la  raza  blanca  y,  si  fuere  preciso, 
también  de  la  raza  negra  y  japoneses,  entendiéndose  respecto  de 

estas  (ios  últimas  clases  de  trabajadores,  que  será  de  la  obligación 
del  contratista  proveer  á  su  salida  del  país,  si  el  Gobierno  así  lo 
determina.  Lu^  trabajaiiures  podrán  introducir,  libres  de  ttxio 
derecho  fiscal,  sus  equipajes,  encendiéndose  por  tales  los  ropas  de 
uso  y  los  instrumentos  de  su  profesión  ú  oficio. 

Para  el  pago  al  contratista  el  Gobierno  dedicará  mensualmente, 
á  partir  de  la  fecha  en  que  se  comentaren  dichos  trabajos,  la  suma 
de  100,000  colones,  la  cual  depositará  en  el  Banco  de  Costa  Rica. 
En  el  contrato  se  establecen  todas  las  condiciones  referentes  á  este 
particular.  Si  el  contratista  concluyere  el  ferrocarril  antes  de  la 
techa  fijada,  á  satisfacción  del  Gobierno,  este  lo  recibirá  con  todo 
sus  anexos  y  tlependencias,  pagando  en  bonos  al  contratista  ó  á 
sus  re[)r<  sentantes  legaleá  el  balance  que  adeude^  por  la  cjucion  de 
este  contrato. 

Todas  las  cuestiones  que  se  susciten  con  moti\'(^  de  este 
contrato,  serán  resueltas  por  cuatro  árbitros,  nombrados  dos  [)or 
cada  parte,  y.  en  caso  de  discordia,  por  un  tercero,  nombrado  de 
antemano  por  estos.  £1  contratista  renuncia  á  toda  intervención 
•  diplomática  y  se  sujeta  en  un  todo  á  las  leyes  de  la  República. 

Este  contrato  no  podrá  ser  traspasado  á  ninguna  persona  ó 
compañía  sin  previa  autorización  del  Gobierno,  y  en  ningún  caso 
á  un  Gobierno  extranjero. 

Nota. — Rl  Señor  John  S,  Casement  dcpo«>itó  el  21  de  setiembre  último  el 
bono  por  valor  de  $30,000,  oro  americano,  á  que  se  hnce  referencia  en  el  con- 
trato, como  una  garantía  del  cumpiimicnto  de  sus  obilgacioncs. 

Los  trabajos  de  ferrocarril  lian  comenzado  ya  y  se  les  prosigue  con  actividad 
y  energía, 

ECUADOR. 

CONTRATO  P.-^RA  UN  FERROCARRIL. 

El  Diario  Oficial  de  la  República,  llamado  Registro  Oficial, 
asegura  que  el  Gobierno  del  Ecuador  ha  celebrado  últimamente 

un  contrato  con  el  Señor  Archer  Harman.  de  Nueva  York,  re* 
presentante  de  ua  sindicato  compuesto  Ue  t  apitalistas  americanos. 
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para  la  construcción  de  un  ferrocarril  de  Guayaquil  á  Quito.  La 
carta  siguiente,  dirigida  por  el  Señor  H  arman  al  Presidente 
Alfaro,  basta  para  dar  á  conocer  la  magnitud  de  la  obra,  cuyo 
costo  total  se  calcula  en  $17,^32,000. 

Partiendo  de  Quito,  á  una  altura  de  9,350  pies  sobre  el  nivel  del  mar,  el 
ferrocarril  llegará  á  Santa  Rosa,  á  una  elevación  de  9,9^6  pies.  A  unas  pocas 
millas  más  allá  de  este  punto,  y  después  de  haber  atravesado  una  región  muy 
quebrada,  la  vía  férrea  llegará  á  Tambillo,  8,250  pies  de  altura.  Después, 
pasando  por  una  región  igualmente  quebrada  y  desigual,  ascenderá  á  una  eleva- 
ción de  11,980  pies.  De  aqui,  la  linea  descenderá  otra  vez  hasta  un  lugar 
llamado  San  Miguel,  que  está  á  8,304  pies  de  elevación,  y  de  allí  subirá  otra  vez 
á  una  altura  de  9,800  pies.  En  seguida  pasará  por  Ambato,  que  se  encuentra 
á  8,100  pies,  y  de  este  punto  pasará  por  la  cima  del  Chimborazo,  á  una  eleva- 
ción de  12,300  pies.  Después  de  esto,  la  línea  descenderá  y  ascenderá  alturas 
de  10,460  y  I  1,800  pies,  respectivamente,  hasta  llegar  al  punto  llamado  Guamoie, 
á  una  elevación  de  10,480  pies.  El  terreno  que  hay  que  atravesar,  tanto  ascen- 
diendo como  descendiendo,  es  sumamente  quebrado,  y  será  necesario  en  muchos 
lugares  cruzar  ríos,  entre  los  cuales  hay  algunos  de  importancia.  No  tengo 
noticia  de  otro  ferrocarril  en  el  mundo  en  que  haya  que  pasar  por  tantas  y  tan 
enormes  alturas,  ó  sobre  un  terreno  tan  difícil  y  quebrado,  y  en  el  que  se  en- 
cuentren tantas  corrientes  de  agua.  Según  mis  cálculos,  habrá  que  construir  en 
toda  esta  línea  830  puentes,  algunos  de  los  cuales  tendrán  arcos  de  500  pies  de 
apertura. 

El  ferrocarril  debe  estar  concluido  dentro  de  seis  aílos,  contando 
desde  la  techa  en  que  se  dé  principio  á  los  trabajos,  lo  cual  ha  de 
ser  durante  el  año  actual.  Por  la  concesión,  se  traspasa  á  la  com- 
pañía el  ferrocarril  que  existe  de  Guayaquil  al  interior,  y  que  tiene 
65  millas  de  largo.  Este  formará  parte  de  la  nueva  vía  íi  rrea. 
Como  una  garantía  del  cumplimiento  de  sus  compromisos,  la 
compañía  deberá  depositar  en  poder  del  Gobierno  la  cantidad  de 
$5"20,ooo.  El  ferrocarril  tendrá  como  650  kilómetros  de  largo,  y 
cada  kilómetro  costará  $27,000,  oro,  por  término  medio. 


MÉJICO. 

INFORME  SOBRE  EL  COMERCIO  EX  EL  AÑO  DE  1896. 

Lo  que  hay  de  más  notable  en  el  comercio  de  Méjico  durante 
el  año  de  1896,  es  el  aumento  constante  que  ha  tenido  el  trártco 
de  aquel  país  con  los  Estados  Unidos,  que  toman  casi  el  75  por 
ciento  del  total  de  los  productos  exportados.    Inglaterra  viene 
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en  seguida  y  recibe  el  16  por  ciento,  quedando  apenas  un  10 
por  ciento  por  todos  los  otros  países.    La  cantidad  que  Méjico 

importó  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  la  cual  en  1895  representó  el  45 
por  c  icntt)  tlcl  tráííct)  total,  lia  aumentado  á  52^  por  ciento,  ò  sea 
$8,262,000  (11  un  año. 

Este  aumento  (  n  el  valor  de  las  importaciones  se  debe  en  parte 
á  la  diminución  de  la  cosecha  de  maíz,  que  es  el  principal  artículo 
para  la  alimentación  de  las  clases  pobres,  y  hubo  que  importarlo  en 
grandes  cantidades  de  los  Estados  Unidos.  Aunque  la  cosecha 
de  cafe  fué  mala,  el  valor  de  todo  lo  que  se  exportó  fue  mayor 
que  en  el  año  precedente,  por  haber  aumentado  notablemente  la 
exportación  de  oro  y  plata,  especialmente  la  de  este  último  metal, 
y  así  es  que  en  general  el  año  de  1896  fué  muy  próspero. 

El  valor  de  las  importaciones  en  1896  ascendió  á  $4^,176,3^8, 
contra  $34.970,  ]yS  en  1S95,  mostrando  \in  aumento  de  más  de 
$10.206,000.  ó  sea  cerca  de  30  por  ciento.  Sr^ún  Mr.  Carden, 
cónsul  in^^irs  en  la  ciudad  de  Méjico,  se  pu»  líf  drcir  con  toda 
seguridad,  que  de  esta  última  cantidad,  $3,888,000  representan 
verdadero  aumento  en  el  consumo  del  país,  y  ci  resto,  la  inversión 
de  capital  extranjero  en  materiales  para  la  construcción  de  obras 
públicas  y  para  el  establecimiento  de  empresas  industriales.  La 
importación  de  objectos  de  lujo,  tales  como  carruajes,  artículos  de 
fantasía,  joyería,  comestibles  de  superior  calidad,  licores  y  otras 
cosas  semejantes,  muestra  un  aumento  de  cerca  de  $1,701,000; 
la  de  maíz,  de  $2,167,000.  a  \  a  hemos  aludido  á  la  c  ausa  que 
produjo  este  incremento:  micntra.s  que  la  de  ^(  lu  ros  de  algodón, 
que  tuvieron  menos  valor  que  en  año.s  ordinarios,  debido  á  la 
introduccioFi  d(  la  luateria  prima  para  la  manuíactura  de  los 
mismos  artículos  en  el  país,  tuvo  un  aumento  de  $972,000. 

El  carbón  y  el  cok  se  emplean  cada  día  más,  debido  al  notable 
desarrollo  de  empresas  industriales  en  el  país.  £n  1 896  la  importa- 
ción de  aquellos  artículos  excedió  á  la  de  1895  en  más  de  50,000 
toneladas.  La  mayor  parte  de  esta  cantidad  vino  de  los  Estados 
Unidos. 

La  actividad  con  que  trabajan  las  fábricas  de  tejidos  de  algodón 
en  M<'jico  se  puede  calcular  por  sólo  el  hecho  de  que  habiendu 
sido  muy  l)u<  na  la  cosecha  de  algodón  en  la  Repúbliea  en  1S96. 
la  imfx>rracion  tie  esa  materia  prima  excedió  á  la  del  año  anterior 
en  30,000  quintales,  y  que  dichas  tábricas  consumieron  en  todo 
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algo  más  de  470,000  quintales.  En  cuanto  á  los  géneros  de  algo- 
dón por  pie/as,  su  valor  en  1896  excedió  al  de  189Ç  en  $486,000, 
pero  como  esta  clase  de  tejidos  es  la  que  se  emplea  casi  exclusiva- 
mente para  el  vestido  de  la  población  obrera,  la  venta  debe  de 
habei  sufrido  á  causa  del  alto  precio  de  los  productos  alimenticios, 
y  grandes  existencias  han  permanecido  en  los  almacenes.  Para 
formarse  una  idea  del  consumo  de  esos  géneros  en  la  República, 
basta  saber  que,  segiin  los  datos  oficiales,  la  producción  de  las  fábricas 
nacionales  es  de  260,000,000  de  yardas,  á  lo  cual  hay  que  agregar 
como  60,000,000  de  yardas  importadas. 

La  importación  de  tejidos  de  lino  fué  por  valor  de  $694,330, 
lo  que  indica  un  aumento  de  $141,305  sobre  el  año  precedente. 
Por  lo  que  hace  á  los  géneros  de  lana,  hubo  una  diminución  de 
12  por  ciento,, próximamente,  lo  cual  se  debe  atribuir  á  lo  mucho 
que  ha  mejorado  la  calidad  de  los  fabricados  en  el  país. 

El  aumento  de  las  importaciones  de  hierro  y  acero  en  1896  es 
muy  notable,  pues  asciende  á  $1,965,582,  ó  cefca  de  70  por 
ciento,  com[)aradas  con  las  de  1895,  lo  cual  prueba  tpie  se  ha 
desarrollado  mucha  actividad  en  la  construcción  y  mejora  de 
obras  útiles  para  el  país.  Como  la  mitad  de  este  aumento,  ó  sea 
cerca  de  $1,064,000,  debe  atribuirse  á  la  importación  de  rieles  y 
durmientes  de  acero;  y  el  resto  puede  dividirse,  en  términos  gene- 
rales, de  la  manera  siguiente:  tubos  de  hierro,  $208.980;  láminas 
de  hierro  arrugado  y  vigas  del  mismo  metal  para  teclu)s,  $87,480; 
clavos,  tornillos  y  remaches,  $72,900;  hierro  en  hojas,  flejes  y 
barras,  $53,460;  instrumentos  de  agricultura,  $48,600;  acero  en 
barras  para  minas,  $34,120,  y  finalmente,  artículos  varios  de 
acero  y  hierro,  $^98,120. 

La  importación  de  maquinaria  é  instrumentos  de  agricultura 
muestra  que  ha  habido  un  aumento  de  10  por  ciento  sobre  la  de 
1895.  La  clasificación  más  importante  se  encuentra  bajo  el  enca- 
bezamiento de  maquinaria  para  agricultura  y  de  otra  clase,"  y 
aquí  están  comprendidas  todas  las  máquinas  empleadas  en  las 
minas,  en  la  agricultura  y  en  las  fábricas.  La  importación  de  éstas 
representó  en  1896  un  valor  de  $2.8^5:,o66,  ó  sean  $461,700 
más  que  en  1895.  Las  niáquinas  de  va{H)r,  las  herramiento  de 
artesanos,  las  bombas,  las  prensas  de  imprimir  y  otras  jná(piinas, 
muestran  que  hubo  en  estos  artí(  ulos  un  valor  de  $418,824  sobre 
el  del  año  anterior.    Se  prefiere  hacer  venir  los  citados  artículos 
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de  los  Estados  Unidos,  tanto  por  su  calidad  superior,  como  por 
que  los  pedidos  se  ejecutan  con  más  prontitud  en  este  país. 

Hubo  un  aumento  de  $242,524  en  la  importación  de  licores, 
pero  la  cerveza  permaneció  estacionaria  con  un  valor  de  $208,880. 

Lo  j>rc)hable  es  que  dentro  de  pocos  años,  el  consumo  de  cerveza 
extranjera  en  Méjico  se  verá  muy  reducido,  porque  la  íabri(  aciun 
de  este  artírulu  ha  comenzado  á  tomar  grandes  proporciones.  La 
buena  calidad  ile  la  cerveza  tpu;  aiiora  se  vende,  unida  á  lo  bajo 
de  su  precio,  hace  muy  dii  ícil  la  competencia  extranjera,  excepto 
en  condiciones  especiales. 

La  importación  de  productos  químicos  fué  por  valor  de 
$  1 ,64  9,047  en  1 896,  contra  $  1 480,368  en  1 895.  Á  este  respecto, 
es  de  notar  el  aumento  en  la  importación  de  pinturas  y  colores,  en 
lo  cual  se  observa  una  diferencia  de  1 30  por  ciento. 

En  cuanto  a  1 1  )a  j  )el  y  sus  manufacturas,  si  se  comparan  las  importa- 
ciones de  los  ulrinKJS  dos  años,  se  nota  un  saldo  de  $262,4 u)  á 
favor  de  1896,  y  esrc  aumento  se  encuentra  bajo  la  claòiht  ación 
de  libros,  musit  a,  [>a[)el  de  escribir,  formas  en  blanco  y  libros  de 
cuentas.    Mubo  una  pequeña  diminución  en  papel  de  entapizar. 

El  valor  de  las  importaciones  de  etecios  clasificados  bajo  la 
denominación  de  '^artículos  varios,"  fué  43  por  ciento  más  en 
1896  que  en  1895,  pues  las  cantidades  respectivas  en  esos  dos 
años  fueron  $1 8^875,947  y  $13»  157*245.  El  artículo  que  fígum 
en  mayor  escala  es  el  de  especias  y  comestibles^  que  aumentó  de 
$2,018, 1  )4  a  $5^082,920.  En  esta  última  cantidad  van  incluidos 
como  $2,187,000,  valor  del  maíz  traído  de  los  Estados  Unidos, 
al  que  se  hizo  referencia  atnis. 

La  importación  ile  tnadera  y  sus  manufacturas  ha  aumentado 
notablemeiile,  habiendo  >¡do  en  189Ç  por  valor  de  $949.584, 
mientras  que  en  1896  ascendió  á  $2,054,483.  Una  gran  parte  de 
este  aumento  consistió  en  madera  aserrada  para  construcciones. 

Los  carruajes  y  otros  vehículos  son  tambicn  artículos  importantes, 
y  entre  ellos  se  deben  incluir  los  carros  de  ferrocarril,  cuya  impor- 
tación ha  crecido  de  $166,324  en  1895,  á  $959,494  en  1896. 

Otros  artículos  que  merecen  especial  mención,  tanto  por  el  valor 
que  representan  como  por  el  aumento  que  ha  tenido  su  importación, 
son,  en  el  orden  de  su  importancia,  los  sijj^uientes  :  cemento,  baldo- 
sas, ladrillos  refractarios,  cobre,  bronce,  hoja  de  lata,  loza  de  barro. 
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regiones  mineras,  pueden  ser  transportadas  para  su  beneficio  á 

alpfimo  de  los  talleres  de  fundición  que  se  encuentran  en  la  parte 
central  y  setentrional  de  la  Republica.  KI  iiion  i  miento  de  carga 
que  (  >ío  ha  [íroducido,  v  que  asciende  á  varios  (  enti  nares  tie  miles 
de  toneladas  por  año,  ha  sido  de  gran  provecho  para  los  terroca- 
rriles. 

La  cosecha  de  henequén  en  1896  íué  grande,  y  se  exportaron 
•  4,800  toneladas  más  que  en  el  año  precedente,  pero  como  el 
precio  del  artículo  había  bajado,  el  valor  que  se  obtuvo,  en  vez  de 
ser  más  grande,  fue  menor, 

£1  precio  de  la  fibra  de  agave  también  sufi'ió  una  baja,  pero 
esto  fué  más  que  compensado  con  el  gran  aumento  en  la  expor- 
tación de  la  nii^nia.  (jue  en  189^  fué  de  3,599  tunehulas.  con  un 
valor  de  $291,469,  y  en  1896  de  7,879  toneladas,  con  un  valor 
de  $368,545. 

El  zacatión,  por  otra  parte,  aumentó  considerablemente  en 
precio,  pues  de  algo  menos  de  $131.22  la  tonelada,  pasó  á  más 
de  $155.52.    También  aumentó  la  cantidad  exportada. 

£1  café  bajó  notablemente,  tanto  en  la  cantidad  producida 
como  en  su  precio.  El  cobre  subió  algo,  tanto  en  cantidad  como 
en  valor,  )  en  cuanto  los  palos  tintóreos,  el  precio  fué,  en  lo  general, 
mayor  que  en  1895,  habiendo  aumentado  notablemente  la  cantidad 
que  se  exportó. 

La  exportat  ion  dr  animales  vivos,  aunque  tres  veces  mayor  que 
en  1894,  fué  interior  á  la  de  i8()5,  pues  el  número  total  exportado 
en  1896  fué  de  184,71 3,  incluyendo  ganado  mayor,  ovejas,  cerdos, 
caballos,  mulas  y  asnos. 

£1  plomo  ha  permanecido  estacionario  en  los  dos  años  de  que 
hemos  hablado,  salvo  un  pequeño  aumento  en  su  valor. 

£1  jprecio  de  las  pieles  de  cabra  y  de  los  cueros  de  buey  en  el 
mercado  de  Nueva  York,  fue  algo  más  bajo  que  en  1895,  y  esto, 
junto  con  la  gran  exf»ortacíón  de  ganado  vacuno  de  los  Estados  del 
norte  de  la  Repúplica,  durante  los  últimos  dos  años,  explica  la 
baja  en  el  valor  de  (  >to>  artículos  en  1896,  la  cual,  sin  embargo, 
no  excedió  de  10  por  ciento. 

Aunque  los  iníòrmes  que  se  tienen  acerca  del  tabaco  labrado, 
muestran  que  la  cantidad  exportada  ha  sido  aproximadamente  la 
misma  durante  los  dos  años,  el  gran  aumento  en  la  exportación  de 
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cocoteros,  cuyo  valioso  fruto  ha  comenzado  á  merecer  aprecio  hasta 
en  estos  últimos  tiempos*  Con  el  objeto  de  averiguar  si  era  prac- 
ticable el  desarrollo  de  esta  industria,  el  Banco  Agrícola  oírcció, 

en  189^,  premios  al  (jue  inventara  la  inát^uina  más  sencilla  y  barata 
pura  la  extruccioii  tic  la  almentlra  del  coco.  Hl  se^rundo  punto 
que  había  tjur  r(>()l\(  r  era.  (  1  de  colorar  dicho  |>roducto  en  los 
mercados  extranjeros  en  competencia  con  el  de  otros  países.  Los 
primeros  ensayos  tuvieron  buen  éxito,  y  se  ha  dado  principio  á 
la  explotación  dr  esta  industria  con  tanta  energía  que  parece 
seguro  que  contribuirá  al  desarrollo  de  la  riqueza  de  este  país  tan 
poco  conocido. 

En  el  mes  de  abril  del  año  corriente,  se  envió  una  remesa  de 
cocos  á  una  casa  comercial  de  Londres,  que  la  vendió  á  precios 

que  produjeron  un  beneficio  líquido  de  $  1.69,  oro,  por  quintal. 
Kste  (  ii>a\ o  demuestra  (|ue  el  niciu  loriado  fruto  podría  encontrar 
un  buen  iiicn  atlo  cii  los  Lstados  l'nidos. 

Kn  un  iuíorme  dirigido  al  Ministerio  de  Hacientia,  el  Consejo 
de  Agricultura  dice  lo  siguiente:  "Hay  elementos  para  que  el 
país  pueda  exportar  anualmente  millones  de  libras,  rrnirndo  la 
seguridad  de  encontrarles  inmediata  colocación.  ^  *  *  (Jn 
telegrama  de  una  casa  de  Londres  avisa  que  los  cocos  del  Para- 
guay se  venden  en  aquel  mercado  de  j^i  1,  5  chelines  á  £11,  10 
chelines  la  tonelada,  por  ser  muy  ricos  en  aciete.  El  mercado 
para  dicho  artículo  no  se  limita  á  Inglaterra  solamente,  pues  el 
Cónsul  dt  la  Rt  publica  en  Nápoles,  Señor  Coppin,  ha  escrito  por 
rt  it(  ra(la>  \  (  >  al  banco,  oírcciendo  á  nombre  de  un  fabricante  de 
aceite  italiano,  hacer  contrato  por  i 0,000  toneladas  anuales,  más  6 
menos  á  ;¿1 1  por  tonelada. 

**TambÍcn  ha  pedido  consigna(  iones  y  muestras  del  artículo 
nuestro  Cónsul  en  Hamburgo,  Señor  Wiengreen,  creyendo  que 
dicha  ciudad  ha  de  ser  un  buen  mercado  para  el  coco." 

INMIGRACIÓN  V  COLCJMZAL lÓN. 

La  ley  de  inmigración  y  colonización  que  actualmente  rige  en  el 
Paraguay  es  substancialmente  la  misma  que  ha  estado  vigente  desde 
el  7  de  junio  de  1881.    Se  le  han  hecho,  sin  embargo,  algunas 

reformas,  y,  gracias  á  la  atención  del  honorable  John  Stewart, 
Cónsul  General  del  Paraguayen  los  listados  Luidos,  la  Oiíicuia 
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de  las  Repúblims  Americanas  ha  recibido  una  copia  de  esta  ley, 
de  la  cual  sacamos  los  siguientes  datos: 

En  el  artículo  4,  que  autoriza  al  Poder  Ejecutivo  para  establecer 
colonias  agrícolas  en  diferentes  partes  de  la  República,  se  declara 
que  se  ha  de  tener  cuidado  en  escoger  solamente  aquellos  terrenos 
(pie  son  adecuados  para  la  agricultura,  prefiriendo  los  que  quedan 
en  las  márgenes  de  los  ríos  y  á  lo  largo  de  los  ferrocarriles  ó  en  la 
dirección  de  sus  prolongaciones  proyectadas. 

El  departmento  de  inmigración  podrá  llevar  del  extranjero 
familas  colonizadoras,  pero  éstas  deben  constar  de  tres  adultos  ó 
de  cinco  individuos,  incluyendo  á  los  niños,  y  dichos  colonos 
deben  probar  que  son  personas  de  buena  conducta,  laboriosas  y 
entendidas  en  agricultura.  Las  familias  que  se  encuentran  en 
las  condiciones  expresadas  recibirán  gratuitamente  del  Gobierno: 

1".  El  importe  de  pasaje  desde  el  punto  de  embarque  hasta  el 
lugar  de  su  destino. 

2".  Mantención  por  seis  meses,  prorrogables  por  otros  seis  más, 
en  caso  de  circunstancias  extraordinarias  de  fuerza  mayor  ú  otras 
causas  debidamente  justificadas,  al  establerse  en  la  colonia,  así 
como  habitación,  útiles  de  labranza,  semillas  y  animales  para  el 
servicio. 

3".  Un  lote  lie  diez  y  seis  cuadras  cuadradas,  ó  sea  mil  doscien- 
tas áreas,  cuyos  títulos  definitivos  de  propiedad  se  le  otorgarán 
después  de  haber  trabajado  en  él  dos  años  consecutivos. 

La  ley  dispone  también  que  si  algunas  personas  desean  adquirir 
mayor  extensión  de  terrenos,  pueden  hacerlo,  bajo  condiciones 
favorables,  en  subasta  pública,  y  se  estipula  que  dichos  terrenos 
deben  ser  conservados  cinco  años  c:onsecutivos  bajo  cultivo,  sin 
intervalo  mayor  de  seis  meses,  y  no  podrá  transferirse  el  derecho 
de  propiedad  sobre  los  lotes  antes  de  cinco  años.  La  tierra  así 
vendida,  queda  hipotecada  al  pago  de  las  anualidades.  Si  alguno 
de  los  colonos  faltase  al  pago  el  día  del  vencimiento,  se  le  acordará 
un  plazo  de  seis  meses,  con  el  interés  del  i  por  ciento,  y  después 
de  este  plazo  tendrá  que  abonar,  además  del  interés,  una  multa  de 
I  por  ciento  mensual,  y  pasados  otros  seis  meses,  se  procederá  á 
la  venta  del  terreno  para  cobrar  lo  que  se  adeudase  al  fisco,  entre- 
gándose al  colono  el  saldo  si  lo  hubiese. 

El  colono  de  mala  conducta,  incapaz  ó  abandonado,  pcnlrá  ser 
Bull.  No.  (i  8 
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separado  de  la  coloiiui.  prc\ia  indemnización  de  los  ¿gastos  de 
población  (jue  hubiese  hecho,  siempre  que  no  p;isasc  de  hi  suma  de 
üchcK-ientos  sos  fuertes.  Kn  raso  dv  íalh  i  rr  un  colono  antes 
de  cumplir  los  cinco  años  necesarios  para  adtjuirir  la  {iro{^ricdad, 
ésta  pasará  á  sus  herederos  legítimos,  y  si  no  los  hubiere,  la  con- 
cesión debe  ser  entregada  á  un  colono  agricultor  que  reúna  las 
condiciones  requeridas  por  esta  ley. 

Se  harán  concesiones  gratuitas  de  nuevos  lotes  á  aquellos  colo- 
nos que  se  hallan  distinguido  por  su  laboriosidad  y  a[)tttudes  para 
el  trabajo,  pero  estas  concestones  no  podrán  exceder  de  dos  lotes 
á  t  acia  persona.  En  orden  á  tomentar  la  colonización,  el  artículo 
26  dice  que  "todo  colono,  dentro  de  los  seis  años  de  su  estaMeci- 
miento,  tendrá  derecho  á  una  prima  de  diez  pesos  tuertes  por  cada 
mil  árboles  frutales  que  acreditare  tener  en  los  terrenos  de  su  pro- 
piedad" Además,  por  el  artículo  27,  se  exime  al  colono  extran> 
jero  de  contribución  directa  por  el  término  de  10  años. 

Los  inmigrantes  pueden  introducir  Ubres  de  derechos  los  instru- 
mentos  de  agricultura,  semillas,  muebles  de  uso  domestico,  armas 
Y  otros  objetos  que  traigan  para  su  uso.  Se  conceden  privilegios 
y  condiciones  especiales  á  las  compañías  y  empresas  particulares 
que  deseen  colonizar,  especialmente  en  cuanto  á  la  transportación 
de  los  inmigrantes,  por  cuenta  del  Estado,  desde  el  puerto  de  desem- 
barco al  punto  de  drstino. 

También  se  hacen  concesiones  de  terrenos  á  los  inmigrantes 
agricultores  que  deseen  establecerse  en  la  República  fuera  de  ias 
colonias.  Los  títulos  definitivos  sobre  estos  lotes  (de  8,077  P'^^ 
cuadrados  cada  uno)  serán  ortorgados  después  de  que  se  haya 
trabajado  en  ellos  por  dos  años  consecutivos,  siempre  que  estén 
cultivadas  las  dos  terceras  partes,  á  lo  menos,  del  lote  concedido, 
y  tengan  lOO  plantas  de  café.  Los  colonos  gozarán  además  de 
los  siguientes  privil  -  os:  Ser  alojados  y  mantenidos  á  expensas  de 
la  Kac-i(')n  duranrr  lo.^  c  inro  días  .•>i<j;uic'ntes  á  su  dcx'nibarc-o;  ser 
tra>laclaclo^,  por  cuenta  dr  la  Nación,  al  punto  dr  la  Rej)i'iblira 
donde  deseen  hjar  su  domicilio:  é  introducir  libres  de  derechos 
las  prendas  de  uso,  muebles  de  servicio  doméstico,  instrumentos 
de  agricultura  y  útiles  del  arte  ú  oficio  que  ejerzan,  y  un  arma  de 
caza  por  cada  inmigrante  adulto. 

El  Gobierno  nombrará  intendentes  que  posean  el  idioma  del 
país  y  el  de  los  habitantes  de  la  colonia.    Dichos  funcionarios 
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y  las  loconiorora  t  n  algunos  de  los  -ferrocarriles  del  Perú  usan 
dicho  petróleo  como  combustible. 


VENEZUELA. 

MUELLAJE  EN  MARACAIBO. 

El  Cónsul  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  Mr.  £.  H.  Plumacher,  ha 

informado  al  Departamento  de  Estatlo  de  que  los  muelles  de 
Marucaibo  están  terminados.  \  dv  que  el  editu  io  de  la  aduana  se 
halla  casi  cohí  luido.  Kl  C<)n>ul  mandó  una  (*opia  de  la  nueva 
tarifa  de  porte,  etc.,  en  Maracaibo,  la  cual  es  como  sigue  : 

Importación» — Por  recibir  en  el  muelle,  conducir  á  la  aduana,  arrumar  en 
sus  dcp(^)SÍtos,  trasladar  de  ellos  al  salón  de  reconocimientos,  p«ar  y  reconocer 

en  él,  llevar  á  los  almacenes  del  comercio  y  arrumar  allí  las  mercaderías,  frutos, 
productos  V  clcmás  cfccrd';  prfXxdcntc->  ¿c  puertos  extranjeros  y  de  puerto-^  vene- 
zolanos que  estén  hiera  del  Lago  dc  Maracaibo,  1  bolívar  y  25  céntimos  par  cada 
100  kilogramos  de  pe>o  hruU). 

Por  recibir  y  despachar  en  el  muelle,  conducir  á  los  almacenes  del  comercio  y 
arrumar  allí  las  mercaderías,  frutos,  productos  y  demás  efectos  procedentes  dc 
los  puertos  del  Lago  de  Maracaibo  y  de  los  rfos  que  desembocan  en  el,  65  cén- 
timos de  bolívar  por  cada  100  kilogramos  de  peso  bruto. 

Exportación. — Por  recibir  en  los  almacenes  del  comercio,  conducir  al  muelle 
y  pesar  y  arrumar  alU  las  mercaderfas,  frutos,  productos  y  demis  efectos  desti- 
nados á  puertos  extranjeros  y  i  puertos  venesolanos  de  dentro  y  fuera  del  Lago 
de  Maracaibo,  65  céntimos  de  bolívar  por  cada  lOO  kilogramos  de  peso  bruto. 

Importactón  dt  tránsUo  para  Colombia. — Por  recttnr  en  el  muelle,  conducir 
á  la  aduana,  pesar  y  reconocer  en  ella  y  arrumar  en  sus  depósitos  de  tránsito 
las  mercaderías,  frutos,  productos  y  demás  efectos,  rua!c]\iicra  rjue  "¡.ea  su  proce- 
dencia, 90  céntimos  de  bolívar  por  cada  100  kiloeranm-  Je  peso  hmio. 

Por  conducir  Je  los  depósitos  de  iránsiio  de  la  aduan.i  al  muelle  y  arrumar 
aíii  loi  mismos  efectos  arriba  mencionados,  30  céntimos  de  bolívar  por  cada  100 
kilogramos  de  peso  bruto. 

Equipajes. — Por  recibir  en  el  muelle,  conducir  á  la  aduana,  despachar  en 
día  y  llevar  al  domicilio  del  duefio  los  bultos  de  equipaje  que  se  importen,  así  : 

Bolftnire*. 

Por   «la  bulto  que  pete  hasta  90  kilogramos  o.  so 

Por  cada  bullo  que  pese  de  21  á  -n  kilnirrariio<;  ,   í.oo 

Por  cada  bulto  que  pese  de  71  á  iik)  kilogramos   2,00 

Los  bultos  que  pesen  más  dc  ico  kilogramos  pagarán  cincuenta  céntimos  dc 
bolívar  por  cada  qo  kilogramos  dc  exceso.     Todt»s  pesos  bruto«. 

Los  precio-  indKaJo>  -on  por  lo'^  C(|uipaies  que  se  IIe%*en  á  ca-a-  que  estén  en 
la  parte  céntrica  de  la  ciudad;  y  cuando  deban  ser  conducidos  á  lugares  más  dis- 
tantes, se  ajustará  con  el  duefio  el  valor  del  «carreo. 
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burgo  y  á  Nueva  York.  Durante  el  año  económico  de  1895  á 
1896,  se  exportaron  2,629  Êirdos,  con  peso  de  2 1 1,3 19  kilogramos, 
y  con  un  valor  de  141 5,668  bolívares.* 

*  El  procedimiento  generalmente  adoptado  para  recoger  las  habas 
tongas  ha  ocasionado  la  destrucción  de  las  plantas,  y  el  Gobierno 
se  ha  visto  obligado  á  tomar  precaiKMt)n(  s  para  proteger  los  "sarra- 
piales"  sembrados  t  n  mis  terrenos.  Últimamente  se  han  otorgado 
concesiones  de  terrenos  públicos  en  el  distrito  de  Caura,  para  el 
cultivo  de  dicha  planta. 

£1  extracto  resinoso  de  copaiba  se  saca  de  la  "copaifera  ofB- 
cinalls,"  conocida  aquí  con  el  nombre  de  ^^cambima"  6  *^cam- 
bimba.**  Sale  del  árbol  en  la  íbrma  de  un  aciete  negro  de  un 
olor  muy  agradable.  Este  árbol  se  encuentra  silvestre  en  los 
bosques  del  Orinoco,  en  los  de  la  parte  oriental  de  Venezuela  y 
á  orillas  de  las  lagunas  tormailas  por  el  lago  de  Maracaibo.  La 
exportación  del  aceite  de  copaiba  ascendió,  de  189^  á  1896,  á 
17.716  kilogramos,  con  un  valor  de  43,220  bolívares.  Más  de 
una  tercera  parte  íué  enviada  á  los  Estados  Unidos. 

La  goma  elástica  abunda  en  los  bosques  de  la  parte  oriental  de 
Venezuela  y  principalmente  en  las  grandes  florestas  del  Orinoco. 
La  extracción  de  la  goma  elástica,  que  hasta  ahora  se  ha  hecho  de 
una  manera  primitiva,  ocasiona  la  rápida  destrucción  de  esta  fuente 
natural  de  riqueza,  y  el  Gobierno  ha  tenido  que  adoptar  medidas 
muy  estrictas  para  la  preservación  de  los  árboles,  y  en  la  actuali- 
dad se  extrae  el  fluido  sin  destruirlos. 

La  goma  elástica  m;is  valiosa  es  aquélla  en  cuya  composición 
entra  el  jugo  de  la  "hevea  brasiliensis"  y  del  "  mimusopo  globosa." 
Estas  dos  especies  abundan  en  los  bosques  de  Venezuela.  Estos 
productos,  así  como  otros  que  se  encuentran  en  el  país,  cerca  de  la 
frontera  del  Brazil,  tales  como  las  fibras  de  palmas  usadas  para 
hacer  escobas,  y  las  nueces  del  Río  Negro,  con  frecuencia  llamadas 
nueces  brasileñas,  se  consideran  indígenas  de  este  país  y  se  exportan 
por  el  puerto  de  Pará.  En  1895  y  1896  la  cantidad  de  goma 
elástica  exportada  por  Ciudad  Bolívar  y  por  Maturín  ascendió  á 
6^.332  kilcigr  imos,  con  un  valor  de  324,041  bolívares.  Segun  el 
informe  del  Ministro  de  Hacienda,  correspondiente  á  1897,  se 
exportaron  también  143,323  kilogramos  de  gutapercha,  con  un 

*E1  bolivar  vaJe  como  20  cenuivos. 
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valor  dv  179,688  bolívares.  Las  incisiones  pueden  comenzará 
hacerse  en  los  árboles  que  producen  la  goma  elástica  cuando  tienen 
tres  años  de  edad.  Kl  número  de  estos  árboles  en  Venezuela  no 
se  puede  calcular  ni  aproximadamente.  Lo  que  cada  uno  produce 
varía  consitierablemente,  pero  no  pasa  de  una  libra. 

A  fin  de  contestar  de  antemano  las  numerosas  preguntas  que 
dirigen  las  personas  que  desean  dedicarse  á  esta  industria,  con- 
viene manitestar  que  á  los  trabajadores  se  les  paga  en  el  país  de 
tres  á  cuatro  bolívares  al  día.  Tratándose  de  la  goma  clástica  y 
de  las  habas  tongas,  no  se  acostumbra  trabajar  á  jornal,  sino  que  á 
cada  peón  se  le  paga  según  la  cantidad  y  calidad  de  los  productos 
que  recoge.  Durante  la  cosecha,  muchos  de  los  habitantes  de  las 
aldeas  alrededor  de  Ciudad  Bolívar  y  de  .Maturín,  se  van  á  los 
bosques  y  permanecen  allí  por  algún  tiempo.  Después  regresan 
á  las  poblaciones  para  limpiar  y  vender  los  frutos  que  han  recogido. 


COMERCIO  MLSCHLANEO 

REPÚBLICA  .ARGKNTIN.A. 

Si   se  comparan   las  exportaciones  de  la  República 
Exportacionea  Agrícolas.     ,  .        •  ,  • 

Argentina  durante  el  primer  semestre  del  año  de  1897 

con  las  del  período  correspondiente  de  l8g6,  se  observará  un  aumento  consi- 
derable en  el  valor  de  las  mismas,  tratándose  de  algunos  artículos,  tales  como  lana, 
heno,  carne  de  vaca  y  carnero  conservados  en  hielo.  La  lana  exportada  en 
1896  ascendió  á  127,357  toneladas;  en  1897,  á  14.3,851  toneladas,  lo  cual  repre- 
senta un  aumento  de  16,494  toneladas,  valoradas  en  §3,5  ló, 619.  F.l  heno 
aumentó  de  57,286  toneladas  en  1896,  á  62,456  toneladas  en  1897.  Este 
aumento  de  5,170  tonelades  representa  un  valor  de  $60,027.  ^'^  carne  de 

vaca  y  en  el  carnero  conservados  en  hielo,  el  aumento  fué  de  569  y  142  toneladas, 
respectivamente. 

Los  últimos  informes  fidedignos  que  se  han  recibido 

Cosecbai  Fnturaa. 

acerca  de  las  cosechas  en  la  República  Argentina,  son  muy 
halagadores.  Los  temores  que  se  abrigaban  á  causa  de  la  sequía  y  de  las  langostas, 
que  ocasionaron  muchas  pérdidas  en  el  país  durante  el  último  año,  han  pasado, 
y  lo  único  que  ahora  que  se  teme  son  las  heladas.  Se  cree  que  este  peligro  no  es 
inminente,  debido  á  que  los  cereales  han  crecido  ya  bastante.  Se  ha  sembrado 
de  trigo,  maíz,  y  linaza  un  área  extraordinariamente  grande:  1,000,000  hec- 
táreas en  la  provincia  de  Santa  Kc,  370,000  en  la  de  Buenos  Aires,  290,000 
en  la  de  Córdoba,  220,000  en  la  de  Entre  Rios,  y  en  otros  provincias  120,000, 
lo  cual  da  un  total  de  2,000,000  hectáreas.  Se  calcula  que  se  recogerán 
20,000,000  de  hectolitros  de  trigo.     Deduciendo  lo  que  se  con>ume  en  el  país  y 
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lo  que  se  deja  para  la  siembra,  quedan  para  la  exportación  i,ooo»ooo  de  tone- 
ladas,  con  un  valor  de  cerca  de  7,000,000  de  libras  esterlinas.  Se  considera  que 
la  linaza  producir!  como  2,000,000  de  libras  esterlinas. 

NoTK. — Un  hcctólitro  equivale  á  3.838  bushels,  y  una  hectárea  á  2.471  Acres. 

BRASIL. 

Exportación  de  oon»       Se  anuncia  oficialmente  que  la  exportación  de  goma 
^^^^  elistica  de  la  región  del  Amazonas,  ascendió,  en  el  mes 

de  agosto  último,  i  1,800,456  kilogramos.  Cerca  de  la  tercera  parte  de  esta 
cantidad  (636,258  kilogramos)  fué  enviada  á  los  Estados  Unidos,  y  372,200 
kilogramos  fueron  remitidos  i  puertos  europeos. 

CHILE. 

Fitelea  4a  Olavot  r  informes  recibidos  recientemente  de  ValparaííiO, 

Alambn.  representante  de  un  sindicato  tr  nuL-í 

$c  encuentra  ahora  en  Chile,  con  el  objeto  de  establecer  en  aquella  ciudad  una 
fibrica,  en  gran  escala,  de  clavos  y  de  alambre. 
aicuMunciu  Favorable.  ^«  informe  que  ultimamente  dirigió  á  su  Gobierno 
p«  u  iHdnMru.  g|  encargado  de  negocios  de  Francia  en  Santiago,  indica 
cuales  son  las  industrias  que  en  Chile  reportarían  ganancias  á  los  que  i  ellas  se 
dedicaran.  Dice  que  la  fabricación  de  tejidos,  la  de  ropa,  calzado  y  productos 
alimenticios,  asf  como  la  manu  fu.  tura  de  artículos  de  hierro,  de  cuero  y  de  plata, 
presentan  grandes  ventajas  al  capital  extranjero. 

MÉJICO. 

El  Ministro  de  Hacienda  del  Gobierno  mejicano.  Señor 

Valor  de  laa  Importaciones' 

LiMAttToua,  ha  emitido  una  circular  sobre  el  valor  de  las 
mercancias  que  estin  para  introducirse  en  Méjico,  basando  el  cálculo  en  las 

facturas  consulares.  Se  excita  á  los  cónsules  para  que  envíen  al  Ministerio  un 
informe  sobre  el  valor  de  las  mercancías  y  acerca  de  la  reducción  en  los  precios 

que  se  supone  ha  sido  hecha  en  las  facturas.  Se  avisa  á  los  comerciantes  que 
envían  mercancía'^  á  c«~te  p:ií<;,  que  c!  '•i'^tema  He  presentar  !o5  precios  como 
menores  tic  lo  que  realmente  muí,  apro\  cch.i  de  pocn  á  los  consignatarios,  porque 
los  derechos  de  iniportatiúii  no  se  coltraii  ad  \  alo!em. 

DMamUoAcrfooUtflndi».     La  cosecha  de  algodonen  Méjico  para  1897  ha  sido 
«rW.  calculada  por  el  Cónsul  Simmons,  residente  en  Piedras 

Negras,  en  5,000  kilos,  y  avisa  que  las  de  mate,  trigo  y  frijoles  serin  también 
buenas.  Los  depósitos  de  carbón  de  la  república  se  explotan  con  actividad,  y 
esta  industria  progresa  mucho.  La  Compafiia  Carbonera  de  Fuente  saca  como 
1 5,000  toneladas  al  mes  y  la  de  Alamo  y  Coahuila,  como  30,000.  Estas  cor- 
poraciones han  estado  surtiendo  de  carbón  á  la  compañía  del  ferrocarril  South- 
ern Pacific  y  ahora  venden  también  á  las  vias  férreas  del  Pacifico,  que  estin  al 
oeste  de  F.l  l'a>c).  Dichas  compañías  carboneras  son  compuestas  de  americanos, 
y  el  capital  invenido  en  las  minas  es  también  americano.     Los  producios 
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1896  tas  entradas  del  ferrocarril  ascendieron  á  |^oo,ooo,  plata,  y  los  gastos 
fueron  $3  lo^ooo  para  mamencrlu  en  servicio.  Esta  cantidad  fué  mayor  que  la 
que  ordinariamente  se  gasta,  debido  á  las  grandes  mejoras  c]iie  se  hicieron.  La 

vía  fcrren  va  de  Granada  á  Managua,  capital  de  la  Rcpúhüra  ;  de  alíí  atra- 
viesa el  lago  de  Managua  hasta  un  punto  llamado  Munotonibn,  vlnuJc  cnipic/a 
la  otra  sección  del  ferrocarril,  que  va  hasta  Corinto.  La  distancia  total  c&  122 
millas. 

PERÚ. 

Según  los  informes  obtenidos  por  un  viajero  que  estuvo 
Últimamente  en  el  Perú,  la  región  de  Perené  excede  en 
riqueza  á  cuanto  la  imaginación  puede  concebir,  y  ofrece  al  inmigrante  inmensos 
bosques  donde  se  hallan  maderas  muy  valiosas  y  excelentes  terrenos  para  el 
cultivo  del  café.  Un  cálculo  hecho  acerca  de  la  industria  de  café,  demuestra 
que,  invirtiendo  de  38,000  á  40,000  soles  para  establecer  el  negocio,  y  con  un 
pa<;tn  adicional  de  1,100  5oles  para  la  explotación,  se  puede  obtener  una  ganancia 
neta  de  4,';  10  soles.  Ki  café  de  I'cretié  dhticne  un  precio  más  alto  que  el  de 
Chanchamayo  en  el  mercado  de  Lóndrcs,  donde  el  precio  de  este  artículo  varía 
en  general  de  22  á  110  chelines.  El  número  total  de  cafetos  en  esta  región  es 
de  1,305,000,  y  la  cosecha  se  está  recogiendo  ahora. 

Nota, — El  sol  equivale  en  moneda  de  los  Estados  ITnidos  A  0.412  ccnlavus. 
Bnind»  Producida.  Dor  el  ^1  ímpucsto  sobre  la  sal,  cuyo  producto  se  dedica  al 
iiii|Mi*Mo  Sotos  la  Sal.  rescate  de  las  provincia  de  Tacna  y  Arica,  ascendió  du- 
rante los  once  meses  que  transcurrieron  desde  el  i**  de  agosto  de  1896  hasta  el 
30  de  junio  de  1897,  á  la  suma  de  458,678  soles.  Después  de  deducir  los  gastos 
de  administración,  quedan  aún  288,819  soles.  El  Gobierno  espera  recibir 
durante  el  affo  de  1897,  la  cantidad  de  400,000  soles.  La  ley  que  creó  este 
impuesto  fué  promulgada  el  1 1  de  enero  de  1896. 

ESTADOS  UNIDOS. 

S«EaliMd«iPasod«to«0«.  ""^»*-*"^^rc  de  1897,  el  Presidente  de  los 

nAMd»T«miid«áios  Estados  Unidos  expedió  un  decreto  por  el  cual  exime  del 
Havtea  M^iicum.  ^^^^  derechos  de  tonelaje,  impuestos  por  los  Estatuto» 
Revisados  de  los  Estados  Unidos»  i  los  buques  de  vela  y  i  los  vapores  mejicanos 
que  vengan  en  lastre,  con  el  objeto  de  pescar  en  las  costas  de  los  Estados  Unidos, 
ó  para  llevar  pasajeros  y  malas,  ó  para  cargar  ganado,  maderas  ú  otros  pro- 
ductos de  los  Estados  Unidos,  y  que  entren  á  los  puertos abiertos  al  comercio 
i  fin  de  ser  de  allí  despachados  i  su  destino. 

VENEZUELA. 

Según  una  comunicación  lecibida  en  el  Departamento 
de  Estado  del  Cónsul  PaoftitAosa,  residente  en  Puerto 
Cabello,  y  en  la  cual  informa  acerca  de  la  introducción  de  manteca  y  mante- 
quilla de  los  Estados  Unidos  en  Venezuela,  se  ve  que  el  tráfico  en  estos  anícn- 
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los  no  recibe  lu  atención  que  merece.  Calcula  aquel  empleado  que  de  un  total 
de  83,276  kilos  importados  desde  el  30  de  junio  de  1896  hasta  el  30  de  julio  de 
1897,  solamente  17,866  kilos  fueron  de  los  Estados  Unidos.  Se  consume  en 
gran  cantidad  la  mantequilla  danesa,  que  es  lo  único  que  se  importa  de  Dina- 
marca, pero  como  se  la  embarca  en  Hamburgo,  figura  como  producto  alemán. 
Su  precio  es  de  345^'  á  40  centavos  por  libra,  y  es  muy  apreciada  por  lo  bien 
empaquetada  que  llega.  Desgraciademente,  la  mantequilla  de  los  Estados  Uni- 
dos tiene  mala  reputación  en  \'cnezuela,  por  ir  mal  empacada  y  por  errores  en 
las  facturas.  El  Cónsul  Proskauer  opina  que  esto  ha  motivado  las  medidas 
restrictivas  sobre  exámenes  químicos  á  fin  de  comprobar  la  pureza  de  la  mante- 
quilla. Las  regulaciones  acerca  de  este  particular  fueron  publicadas  integras  en 
la  página  764  del  Boletín  de  noviembre.  Las  infracciones  de  esta  ley  con  el 
objeto  de  introducir  como  pura  mantequilla  que  no  le  es,  no  solo  se  castigará 
con  la  confiscación  del  artículo,  sino  con  el  pago  de  derechos  dobles.  Gran 
cantidad  de  la  manteca  de  puerco  que  se  usa  en  la  Republican  entra  por  Puerto 
Cabello,  y  se  calcula  que  en  el  año  fiscal  de  1896  á  1897  pasaron  por  aquella 
aduana  500,117  kilogramos.  Este  artículo  proveniente  de  los  Estados  Unidos 
se  encuentra  bajo  la  misma  condición  que  la  mantequilla,  y  á  pesar  de  los  deseos 
que  hay  por  parte  de  las  autoridades  de  fomentar  nuestro  tráfico,  nada  se  puede 
conseguir  sino  coperan  concienzudamente  los  exportadores. 
Exportación  d«  Ganado  periódico  Thc  Panama  Star  and  Herald  asegura 

Vacuno  ^^^^        ^^^^  brasileña  de  la  ciudad  de  Pará  ha  enviado 

últimamente  un  representante  á  Caracas  con  el  objeto  de  establecer  con  regulari- 
dad la  exportación  de  ganado  venezolano  al  Brasil.  Se  dice  que  este  agente  ha 
contratado  cargamentos  mensuales  de  800  cabezas  de  ganado,  que  deben  expor- 
tarse alternativamente  por  Puerto  Cabello  y  por  el  distrito  del  Orinoco.  Hasta 
la  fecha,  la  mencionada  casa  había  comprado  ganado  en  la  República  Argentina, 
pero  es  obvio  que  ganará  con  el  cambio,  si  se  compara  la  distancia  que  hay  de 
los  puertos  argentinos  á  Pará,  en  la  cual  se  gastan  treinta  días  de  viaje,  con  la  que 
hay  á  Puerto  Cabello  adonde  se  llega  en  seis  ú  ocho  días.  La  casa  referida  tiene 
dos  vapores  equipados  especialmente  para  la  transportación  de  animales.  El 
Star  and  Herald  añade:  "Se  cree  con  razón  que  Venezuela,  especialmente  el 
distrito  de  Aragua,  será  la  fuente  de  donde  la  parte  norte  del  Brasil  y  las  Anti- 
llas reciban  todo  su  ganado  en  porvenir  no  lejano." 

El  Cónsul  Plumacher  ha  escrito  de  Maracaibo  con 
Olasiflcacionea  en  «1  Arancel.  ^    ,      ^  ,  ,  ,  .    ,  .      ,  , 

techas  8  y  10  de  octubre,  y  ha  enviado  copias  de  un  decreto 

del  Ministerio  de  Hacienda  en  que  se  dan  las  clasificaciones  de  algunos  productos 
extranjeros  que  se  introducen  en  Venezuela  y  que  hasta  ahora  habían  sido  exclui- 
dos. Los  géneros  de  algodón  mezclados  con  seda  artificial,  los  tejidos  de  ramie, 
y  los  de  algodón  mezclado  con  ramie,  figuran  en  la  clase  7',  y  pagan  5  bolí- 
vares por  kilogramo  (96!!^  centavos  por  2.2046  libras).  Los  minerales  que  se 
emplean  en  la  preparación  de  gas  acetileno  aparecen  en  la  clase  7',  y  son  libres 
de  derecho.  El  tabaco  y  los  cigarillos  pagan  4  bolívares  por  kilogramo,  lo  que 
equivale  á  77.2  centavos  por  2.2046  libras,  y  los  géneros  afelpados  ufados  para 
toallas  y  sobrecamas,  se  encuentran  en  la  clase  5*  y  pagan  24  centavos  por  2.2046 
libras. 
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El  Cdnsttl  Proskauer,  en  una  comunicación  reciente 

AgricoltorM  en  Venezuela.    ,   _  ■  i       «  »r  i  <- 

al  Departamento  de  Estado,  dice  que  Venezuela  ofrece 
mayores  ventajas  á  los  agricultores  americanos  que  á  cualquiera  otra  clase  de 

personas.  Al  expresar  era  opinión,  aconseja  á  los  agricultores  que  deseen 
trasladarse  á  Vcnc/ucl.i,  que  no  vayan  solos  ó  5.iniplcmcntc-  acompañados  de 
sus  f;imi!la>i,  stno  que  iormen  pequeñas  colonias  con  comunidad  de  intcresci. 
H.ídIu.  con  entusiasmo  de  la  saiubridad  del  clima  y  de  lo  tcrcii  del  suelo,  y 
sostiene  que  en  la  vecindad  de  Puerto  Cabello  se  obtienen  tres  cosechas  al  año 
por  término  medio,  las  que  varían  scgán  la  altara  á  que  se  hallan  lo»  tertaM>t. 
El  cacao,  el  cafS  y  los  cocos  crecen  en  las  regiones  bajas»  el  tobaco  en  las  que  se 
encuentran  á  una  elevación  media  y  el  trigo  en  las  m&s  altas. 

_  Mucho  interés  se  ha  desarrollado  últimamente  «n 

Venezuela  relativamente  al  cultivo  del  henequén»  y  los 
^ricultores  sostienen  que  han  producido  una  planta  que  da  fibra  más  fina  y  por 
conseguiente  más  valiosa  que  el  articulo  méjícano.  Para  la  explotación  de  esta 
industria  «e  ha  introíic.rido  en  el  país  maquinaria  moderna  de  la  clase  más  per- 
fecta, y  asi  se  ahorra  ei  costo  de  transportación  de  1  :i  materia  prima,  al  mismo 
tiempo  que  se  apro\  echa  lo  barato  del  trabajo.  Como  el  consumo  en  e1  mundo 
de  este  articulo  ic  calcula  en  2,000,000  de  tonelades  ai  año,  con  un  \  alor  de 
^110  la  tonelada,  por  término  medio  en  los  mercados  europeos,  es  evidente  que 
este  tráfico  es  de  mucha  importancia. 

EL  RAMIÉ. 

Debido  á  la  excesiva  prodviccir'>n  v  consiguiente  haio 
precio  del  a/úcar  de  caña,  lo^  aericuitore?  de  la  América 
del  Sur  V  his  Antillas  se  han  visto  en  la  necesidad  de  buicar  una  nueva  indus- 
tria 4  que  dedicar  con  más  proveciio  sus  trabajos  y  sus  terrenos,  y  en  tales 
circunstancias  se  les  ha  presentado  el  cultivo  del  ramié. 

Vastos  experimentos  han  demostrado  que  esta  planta  puede  darse  en  abun« 
dancia  y  £  muy  pequeño  costo  en  varias  partes  de  Méjico»  América  Central  y 
del  Sur.  Hasta  el  presente,  la  producción  del  ramié»  en  una  escala  pro* 
pordonal  i  su  valor  y  rendimiento  probable»  ha  sido  obstaculizado  por  la 
lálta  de  maquinaria  apropiada  al  descortezamiento  y  desgome  de  la  fibra,  de 
modo  que  pudiera  competir  con  la  iíbra  preparada  á  mano,  importada  de  la 
China.  Experimentos  concluyentes  llevados  á  cabo  en  la  Isla  de  Jamaica 
recientemente,  han  mostrado  que  la  máquina  de  Mr.  M acdonald  realiza  aquellas 
operaciones  de  manera  satisfactoria. 

Sceún  el  Gleaner,  pcriiidito  que  se  publica  en  Kingston,  se  ha  organi/iuii) 
una  compaiiía  bajo  el  titulo  de  "jamaica  Fibre  Company,  Limited,"  cuyo 
objecto  es  ciUtivar  el  ramfc  en  grande  escala  y  preparar  la  ñbra  para  el  mercado. 

Los  nombres  que  iiguran  á  la  cabeza  de  esta  asociación,  según  el  Gleaner,  son 
sobrada  garantía  del  éxito  de  la  empressa. 
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argumento  poderoso  em  favor  da  constnicção  do  Canal  de  Nicara- 
gua sob  auspicios  americanos. 

Ha  tres  portos  importantes  na  costa  (X'cidental  da  Anu:rica  do 
Sul,  a  subtr:  Guayaquil  no  Equador,  Callao  no  Peru,  e  Val- 
paraiso no  Chile.  As  distancias  que  seriam  economisadas  pelos 
vapores  que  navegassem  de  Nova  York  para  estes  portos  por  via 
do  Canal  do  isthmo»  comparadas  com  as  por  via  do  Cabo  Horn, 
como  se  mostrou  no  mappa  do  Canal  de  Nicaragua  publicado  no 
Boletim  Mensal  de  Setembro  ultimo,  são  as  seguintes  :  a  Guaya- 
quil, 7,073  milhas;  a  Callao,  5,896  milhas;  a  Valparaiso.  3426 
milhas.  As  distancias  que  seriam  economisadas  pelos  navios  a 
vela,  sao  muito  maiores  porque,  dando  a  volta  ao  Cabo  Horn, 
rfm  (le  tuztr  urna  viagem  mais  comprida  do  que  os  vapores.  A 
txtr(  niidade  oriental  do  Canal  de  Nicara^Mia  srndo  de  2,000  a 
3,000  milhas  mais  próxima  a  Nova  York  que  a  Liverp(X)l,  Ham- 
burgo ou  ao  Havre,  a  construcçào  do  canal  daria  grande  vanta- 
gem aos  Estados  Unidos  na  concurrencia  para  o  trafico  da  parte 
Occidental  da  America  do  Sul.  Agora  a  distancia  de  Nova  York 
c  Liverpool  (por  via  do  Cabo  Horn)  a  Guayaquil,  Callao,  e  Val- 
paraiso é  quasi  a  mesma. 

As  republicas  da  America  do  Sul  que  estão  situadas  na  costa 
do  Pacífico  ou  adjacentes  a  ella,  sâo  a  Bolívia,  o  Chile,  a  Colum- 
bia. 0  lùjuador  eo  Peru.  Já  tratou-se  da  Republit  a  dv  Columbia 
no  artigo  desta  serie  intitulado  "A  Costa  Septcntriotial  da  Amer- 
ica do  Sul."  que  toi  publicado  no  Boi  j  i  ím- tic  Novembro,  devido 
ao  íacto  de  que  seus  principaes  portos  e  centros  commerciaes  se 
encontram  naquella  parte  do  seu  territorio  contiguo  ao  Mar  das 
Antilhas.  Com  a  excepção  do  Peru,  todas  estas  republicas  foram 
descriptas  no  primeiro  volume  do  Directorio  Commercial  das 
Republicas  Americanas,  que  acaba  de  ser  publicado.  Está-6e 
preparando  este  livro  com  tanto  trabalho  e  cuidado  que  deve 
fâzel-o  considerar  como  autoridade  em  todo  o  mundo  ao  tratar-se 
do  commercio  latino-americano.  Nesta  obra  se  dá  uma  descrip- 
çào  cirruinstanciada  do  seu  trahco  e  industrias,  .secundo  os  relató- 
rios ofíic  íacs  mais  recentes,  junto  com  uma  ¿j;rande  varií-dade  de 
dados  bem  aproveitados  relativos  aos  costumes  e  condições  com- 
merciaes, tari^,  regulamentos  de  portos,  leis  de  patente,  systemas 
bancários  c  monetarios,  iàcilidades  de  transporte,  direitos  de  estran- 
geiros, etc.    Os  seus  recursos  naturaes  mostram-se  immensos,  e  até 
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rentes  curo[)f  os  poderiam  obter,  seria  seguida  promptamente  de 
um  grande  augmento  de  importações  e  exportar òes. 

Todas  estas  republicas  offcreccm  mercados  promettedores  para  as 
manuíacturas  dos  Mstados  Unidos,  r>pccialnK'ntc  para  as  machinas 
de  mincraçilo,  instrumentos  agrícolas,  tecidos,  roupa  íeita,  botas  e 
sapatos,  drogas  c  remedios  patenteados,  e  uma  grande  variedade 
de  outros  artigos,  mas  as  ditüculdades  e  o  custo  dos  transportes, 
junto  com  o  costume  por  muitas  gerações  de  commerciar  com  os 
paizes  europeos,  continuam  a  desviar  a  maior  parte  do  trañco  da 
America  do  Sul  para  a  Grã  Bretanha,  Allemanha  e  França. 
Tomemos,  por  exemplo,  a  Bolivia,  que  apezar  de  rica  em  uma 
grande  variedade  de  productos,  que  se  consomem  nos  Estados 
Unidos,  este  paiz  nada  importou  d'alli  nos  annos  de  1896  e  i8()7. 
Naturalmente,  as  exportações  tios  Estados  Unidos  para  a  Bolivia 
sao  de  pouca  importancia,  montando  a  $21,907  cm  i8(/),  e  a 
$7,787  em  1897.  Mas  a  Bolivia  consome  grandes  quantidades 
de  tecidos  de  algodào  e  de  là,  ferragens,  artigos  de  phantasia, 
mobília,  etc.,  e  produz  grandes  quantidades  de  borracha  (parte  da 
quai  se  vende  nos  mercados  dos  Estados  Unidos  como  borracha 
do  Brazil),  cacao,  café,  quina,  lâ,  couros  e  pelles,  prata,  cobre  e 
estanho.   As  riquezas  mtneraes  da  Bolívia  são  grandes. 

Suasminas  de  prata  figuram  entre  as  mais  ricas  do  mundo,  e  apezar 
de  grandes  difficuldades  de  transporte,  por  causa  da  natureza  mon- 
tanhosa do  paiz  e  da  í.ilt.i  de  estradas  de  terro,  têm  sido  explora- 
das com  bom  rxito.  Tendo  inna  area  de  cerca  de  780,000  millias 
quadradas,  com  terras  muito  variadas  c  ricas  cm  niinernes  e  madei- 
ras valiosas,  e  otfcrccendo  vastos  campos  ícrtis  para  a  cultura  do 
café,  cacáo,  tabaco,  e  outros  productos  tropicaes  e  semi-tropícaes, 
que  encontram  bom  mercado  em  toda  a  parte,  a  Bolivia  tem  uma 
população  menor  de  2,50o,ocx).  Este  íacto  basta  para  mostrar  as 
possibilidades  que  esperam  capitães  e  emprezas,  e  o  campo  pro- 
mettedor  que  a  Bolívia  ofièrece  para  o  desenvolvimento  das  indus» 
trias  e  do  commercio.  A  Allemanha  comprehendeu  ha  muito 
tempo  as  possibilidades  do  paiz,  e  agora  influe  poderosamente  no 
seu  commercio  de  exportação  e  inifîortaçào,  com  prejui/o,  de  certo, 
dos  Kstados  l  nitlos  e  todos  os  outros  paizes. 

0  Kquaiior  apresenta  a  mesma  condiçilo  que  a  Bolivia  nas  suas 
relações  com  os  Estados  Unidos,  mas  o  commercio  já  estabelecido 
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melli.i  mais  que  nenhuma  outra  aos  I'^stados  Unidos,  no  ponto  de 
vista  do  coniiiicR  IO  c  ila  industria.  For  conseguinte,  parece  natural 
que  as  relações  coinnirrciaes  dos  dous  paizes  fossem  mais  estreitas 
e  lucrativas;  mas  a  posição  geographica  do  Chile, na  taita  de  uina 
via  barata  de  communicaçiío  pelo  isthmo  de  Panama,  como  a  que 
um  canal  ofièreceria,  o  coUoca  a  igual  distancia  dos  Estados 
Unidos  e  dos  portos  europeos  por  via  do  Cabo  Horn,  e  o  hcto  de 
que  a  Grâ  Bretanha  e  a  Allemanha  tomam  a  niaior  parte  do  seu 
principal  producto  de  exportação,  nitrato  de  soda,  dá  como  resul- 
tado que  este  paiz  trafique  principalmente  com  as  nações  europeas. 

A  isto  deve-se  accrescentar  a  iiuliffcrença  que  os  exportadores 
dos  Estados  Unidos  téni  mostrado  em  comparação  com  os  esforços 
activos  e  incessantes  de  seus  rivaes  europeos.  Ao  total  das 
importações  do  Chile,  que  sào  no  valor  de  mais  de  $40,000,000, 
a  Grã  Bretanha  contribue  com  quasi  a  metade.  A  Allemanha 
vem  em  seguida,  e  os  £stados  Unidos  occupam  o  terceiro  lugar, 
que  obtiveram  da  França  em  1894.  Os  Estados  Unidos  importa- 
ram do  Chile  no  anno  passado  $1,200,000  de  mercadorias  nuis 
que  lhe  exportaram,  e  assim  é  que  se  deve  esperar  que  as  manu- 
fecturas  americanas  encontrem  alli  maior  consumo  no  futuro. 

De  todos  os  paizes  sul-americanos,  o  Peru  é  um  dos  mais  interes- 
santes para  o  povo  dos  listados  Unidos,  porque  sua  historia 
romântica  foi  escripta  por  um  dos  j^rimeiros  auctores  americanos, 
Prescott,  e  porque,  outro  filho  seu,  Üenry  Meigs,  ligou  seu  nome 
á  construcçào  da  estrada  de  ferro  de  Oroya,  hoje  conhecida  com  o 
nome  da  Estrada  de  Ferro  Central  do  Peru,  e  que  c  uma  das 
obras  de  engenharia  mais  notáveis  dos  tempos  modernos.  As 
riquezas  argicolas  e  florestaes  do  Peru  são  muito  semelhantes  ás  da 
Bolivia  e  do  Equador,  e  podem  servir  de  base  á  prosperidade 
nacional.  Mas  o  que  chama  mais  a  attençâo  para  o  Peru  sâo  suas 
minas,  porque  este  paiz  tem  sido,  desde  a  epoea  da  conquista 
hespanhohi,  um  dos  primeiros  productores  de  metaes  preciosos. 

Di'/-se  que  se  encontra  o  ouro  em  toda  parte  do  Peru,  e  não 
obstante  as  minas  deste  metal  terem  sido  (  xploradas  durante  sécu- 
los, contribuindo  para  a  riqueza  do  mundo,  c  provável  que  existem 
ainda  neste  paiz  regiões  auriteias,  que,  exploradas  segundo  os 
methodos  modernos,  rivalizem  com  as  de  Klondyke,  sem  incorrer 
nos  perigos  e  nas  difficuldades  que  se  encontram  nas  terras  árcticas. 


Digitized  by  Cov.^v^i^ 


image 
not 
a  vailable 


ioo8 


BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


últimos  anuos,  a  perspectiva  tem  sido  mai.->  aiimiadura,  e  sem 
duvida  o  restabelecimento  de  relações  commerciacs  coroará  os 
esforços  combinados  dos  exportadores  dos  Estados  Unidos. 

O  grande  problema,  porem,  hào  c  como  os  Estados  Unidos 
podem  ganhar  o  trafico  que  têm  perdido  na  costa  occidental  da 
America  do  SuU  mas  crear  condições  que  assegurem  um  commer- 
cio  extenso  e  permanente  e  attrahir  o  capital,  o  espirito  de  empieza 
e  o  trabalho  dos  Estados  Unidos  para  aquellas  vastas  regiões,  cujas 
riquezas  nâo  estão  ainda  desenvolvidas.  £ncontrar-se-ha  a  solução 
do  problema  provavelmente  na  construcção  de  um  canal  marítimo 
através  do  Isthmo  de  Panama,  no  estabelecinu  rito  de  linhas  de 
vapores  rápidos  entre  os  portos  da  America  do  Sul  e  dos  E^stacios 
Unidos,  na  extensão  das  vias  trrrras  e  nos  vigorosos  esforços  dos 
commerciantes,  capitalistas  e  tabricantes  americanos,  que  ainda 
agora  seriam  lucrativos,  e  certamente  sob  novas  condições  nâo 
poderiam  deixar  de  produzir  grandes  resultados,  tanto  para  a  costa 
occidental  da  America  do  Sul  como  para  os  Estados  Unidos. 


SITUAÇÃO  FINANCEIRA  NO  BRAZIL.— III» 

IV. 

DIFFiCULDADES  B  REMEDIOS. 

Proclanuida  a  Republica  a  15  de  Novembro  de  1889,  a  súbita 
mudança  de  instituições,  apezar  de  vir  desacompanhada  das  pci^ 

turbações  e  das  scenas  de  sangue,  que  de  ordinario  enlutam  as 
revoluções,  causou  tal  sori^re/a  e  abalo  nos  circuios  politicos  e 
financeiros  da  Europa  (jue  as  correntes  já  estabelecidas  de  capi- 
tães á  procura  de  emprego  no  Brazil  ibrain  sustadas  cm  seu  curso, 
não  só  pelos  dictâmes  da  prudencia,  em  íàce  de  uma  situação 
nova  e  anormal,  mas  também  pela  suspeita  que  despertava  em 
paizes  monarchicos  o  desapparecimento,  do  dia  para  a  noite,  de 
um  Imperio  que  geralmente  se  suppunha  estável,  e  de  um 

*<)  primeiro  artigu  (lesta  serie  foi  publicado  no  Uojletim  Mknsal  do  nicz  de 
Outubro  dc  1S97, 
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ceira  transfbrmou-se  na  mais  duia  realidade  e  cobriu  de  ruinas  o 

Brazil  inteiro.  O  papel  fiduciario  em  vez  de  promover  a  riqueza 
nacional,  conservaiuio  no  pai/  {nirtc  do  preço  da  importação,  redu- 
ziu de  mais  de  dous  t(  reos  o  poder  de  acquisicño  da  nossa  nioeiliu 
Si  a  isto  junctarmos  a  elevação  das  tarifas  das  alíand(  p;as  no  intuito 
de  proteger  indiscriminadamente  as  industrias  viáveis  e  inviáveis, 
e  a  baixa  de  preços  do  nosso  principal  producto  de  exportação,  o 
café,  devida  principalmente  aó  excesso  de  producção,  teremos 
claramente  indicado  as  causas  da  presente  situação  financeira. 

Depois  do  erro  de  apreciação  do  Ministro  do  Governo  Provisorio 
e  do  insuccesso  do  seu  plano  de  finanças,  si  o  capital  destruido  veio 
augmentar  a  divida  publica,  o  peior  resultado  do  insuccesso  fbi  a 
desvalorisaçào  do  nosso  meiu  rircul  uut.  sem  a  qual,  graças  ao 
cr(>c  iinrnro  das  rendas  publicas  lo<::;o  apoz  a  emancipação  das 
an^'ii^as  i'rovincias,  estarianios  hoje  sem  deficit. 

Ktiectivamcntc  a  receita  e  a  despeza  orçadas  da  Republica 
fbram: 


Annoa. 

Receita. 

Afílreit. 
líiio,  060,  744 

•95.  253.406 
22S,  945, 070 
237,  óu7. 092 

«59.85*^.  98  r 
266.  484, 615 
300.  725.  297 

33».  174. 400 
335.894.000 

Mitréis. 

184.  565,  <)47 
220, 645,  S74 
220,  592,  463 
279,  iSo,  219 
291.  311.070 
370.  66S.  341 
275,  691.  670 
343.436.  2  »0 

389. 112, 753 

1893  

i8'M  

Cresceram  as  rendas,  mas,  tendo-se  depreciado  a  moeda,  os  onus 
do  Thesouro  teem  mais  do  que  triplicado,  e  apezar  disso  os  juros 
e  a  amortização  da  divida  publica  teem  sido  sempre  ponctual- 
mente  pagos. 

Eliminada  a  baixa  de  cambio,  que  na  opinião  da  Commissão  do 

Congresso,  levanta  uma  repre/a  contra  a  importação  e  conseguin- 
teniente  diminiu  a  renda  a  arrt-cadar,  a  presente  situação  melho- 
raria immediatamente. 

C)  que  se  nào  íez  em  1889  pela  enganadora  apparencia  de  pros- 
peridade, se  está  fazendo  agora.  Basta  lêr  com  attençào  os  últi- 
mos relatórios  dos  Srs.  Ministro  da  Fazenda  e  ex-Ministro  da 
Industria,  para  se  ficar  convencido  de  que  vamos  entrar  no  bom 
caminho. 
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ser-nos  íkvoravel,  a  accumulaçâo  dos  saldos  corresponderá  ao  enrí* 
quecimento  do  paiz,  e  em  poucos  annos  poderá  o  Governo  com- 
pletar o  resgate  do  papel-moeda  inconvertível  e  substituil-o  pela 
nn>eda  metallic;!,  v  por  notas  do  Tlusouro  pagavei»  ciii  uuro. 

A  falta  de  um  systema  de  bancos  como  existe  na  In«rlaterra  ou 
nos  Estatios  Unidos,  dada  a  vasta  extensivo  dt-  nosso  territorio  e  a 
hitz  de  communicações,  exige  para  todas  as  transacções  do  commer- 
cio  a  remessa  do  próprio  dinheiro,  e  poristo  ainda  por  muitos  annos  a 
moeda-papel,  pela  maior  íàcilidade  de  transporte,  terá  de  figurar 
em  maior  proporção  do  que  ñgura  em  outros  paizes  de  população 
mais  densa  e  dotados  de  meios  de  communicação  mais  rápidos. 

Nação  cheia  de  recursos  naturaes,  que  apenas  requerem  direcção 
judiciosa  para  maravilharem  o  mundo  com  a  sua  riqueza,  não  é 
preciso  nenhum  esforço  sohrt  hunuiiio  par.i  endireitar-lhc  as  finanças. 

Economia  nos  dispêndios  públicos,  melhor  orientação  na  agri- 
cultura e  nas  outras  industrias  nacionaes,  observancia  rigorosa  das 
leis,  garantia  absoluta  de  todos  os  direitos  sem  o  menor  privilegio 
de  classes,  maior  predominio  do  espirito  conservador  e  menos 
innovações  e  planos  aventurosos,  collocar-nos-hão  na  posição  a 
que  estamos  destinados  pela  fertilidade  do  nosso  solo  e  índole 
pacifica  de  nossa  raça. 

O  rápido  progresso  dos  Estados  da  União,  cujos  saldos  iâríam 
em  pouco  tempo  desapparecer  a  dívida  publica  externa  do  Brazil, 
si  a  União  tivesse  mantido  o  erróneo  systema  centralisador  do 
Imperio,  ha  de  cni  futuro  proximo,  pelo  crescimento  da  im[ior- 
tação,  redundar  em  crescimento  (M)n.sideravel  da  renda  nacional. 
O  augmento  da  innnigraçào  (jue  eni  í8(ji  tocou  ao  maxiniu  de 
218,958  immigrantes  c  em  1895  chegou  a  164,598,  attesrando  a 
existencia  de  um  fiicto  pouco  conhecido,  isto  é,  que  a  immigração« 
prop<»^ionalmente  á  população  dos  dous  paizes,  é  maior  para  o 
Brazil  do  que  para  os  Estados  Unidos,  demonstra  que  a  solução 
do  problema  económico  no  Brazil  dar-se»ha  pela  mera  coUaboração 
do  tempo. 

Tenho  ouvido  que  os  próprios  amigos  do  Brazil  e  de  suas  novas 

instituições  receiam  (|ue  os  Estados  prósperos  venham  a  lic^ligar-se 
da  l'uiào,  cujo  entra<|uecimento  será  inevitável  com  esses  desmem- 
bramentos. Taes  temores  sào  absolutamente  infundados.  Si  as 
antigas  Provindas,  victimas  da  central isaçào,  nao  se  separaram  do 
Imperio,  é  difHcil  conceber  que  hoje,  convertidas  em  Estados 


Digitized  by  Gov.^v..^ 


image 
not 
a  vailable 


1014  BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 

A  companhia  contractante  fíca  autorisada  a  cònstniír  ramaes  para 
OS  centros  productores  do  paiz,  e  estes  ramaes  deverão  gozar  de 

todos  os  privilegios  applicaveis  á  linha  principal.  Os  trabalhos 
de  constriicrào  da  linha  principal  deverão  começar  dentro  de  18 
mezrs.  a  contar  da  data  da  approvaçào  do  contracto,  e  a  linha 
deve  estar  acabada  e  aberta  ao  serviço  pubhco,  em  condição  de 
seguridade  e  solidez,  dentro  de  tres  annos. 

O  concessionário  obriga-se  a  manter  a  iinha  principal  e  seus 
ramaes  ein  boa  condição,  de  maneira  que  em  todo  tempo,  salvo  os 
casos  fortuitos,  o  transporte  de  malas,  passageiros  e  cargas  possa  ser 
feito  com  a  devida  rapidez  e  seguridade.  Os  preços  de  transporte 
serão  estabelecidos  pela  companhia,  mas  não  deverão  exceder  a  150 
marcos  *  por  tonelada,  ou  seu  equivalente  na  moeda  columbiana, 
sobre  as  cargas  que  venham  do  rio  Magdalena  á  s:ivana  dc  LH)<j:()tá. 
Para  o  transporte  em  outras  partes  da  linha  uma  tarita  propor- 
cional será  estabelecida. 

A  companhia  obriga-se  :i  reduzir  a  tarita  cada  cinco  annos, 
depois  que  a  linha  estiver  aberta  ao  trahco,  e  ao  tim  de  dez  annos 
a  tariíâ  será  reduzida  á  metade,  ou  65  marcos  por  tonelada  em 
firetes  terminaes;  nos  ramaes  a  tarita  de  carga  será  cobrada  segundo 
a  distancia  que  a  carga  percorrer.  As  malas  do  Governo  serão 
levadas  livres  de  despeza,  mas  toda  outra  classe  de  propriedade 
nacional  pagará  segundo  a  tari^  estabelecida,  dando*se*lhe,  em 
todo  caso,  a  preferencia  para  seu  immediato  despacho. 

A  concessão  pode  ser  traspassada,  <  in  todo  ou  em  parte,  a  ter- 
ceiro, mas  nào  a  nacOcs  csrran<^airai>.  Aos  cincocnta  annos,  conta- 
dos da  conclusiio  da  obra,  a  estrada  com  todos  os  seus  ramaes  e 
accessorios,  e  em  períeita  condição,  passará  a  ser  propriedade  do 
Governo  da  Columbia  sem  remuneração  alguma. 


PARAGUAY. 

EXPORTAÇÃO  DE  COCOS. 

O  honrado  John  Stewart,  Consul  Geral  do  Paraguay,  enviou 
a  esta  Secretaria  um  extenso  relatório  sobre  a  exportaçtio  de  cocos 
por  intermedio  dos  esforços  activos  do  Banco  Agrícola  do  Para* 
guay,  instituição  estabelecida  ha  muitos  annos,  e  que  se  dedica 

*  ÜU1  marcu  vale  24  centavos  na  uiocUa  dos  bstaUus  L  uidos. 
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Stewart,  Consul  Geral  do  Paraguay  nos  Estados  Unidos,  uma 

copia  da  mesma,  da  qual  extrahimos  os  seguintes  dados. 

No  artigo  4  da  lei,  que  autorisa  o  Poder  Executivo  })ar:i  esta- 
belecer colonias  agrícolas  em  différentes  partes  da  Republica,  se 
estipula  que  se  tomem  providencias  eni  escolher  sómenre  aquelies 
terrenos  que  são  adaptados  para  a  agricultura,  preferindo  os  que 
estão  situados  nas  margens  dos  rios  e  ao  longo  das  estradas  de 
ierro,  ou  na  direcção  de  seus  ramaes  projectados. 

A  Repartição  de  Immigração  quando  transportar  do  estrangeiro 
familias  colonisadoras,  deve  estipular  que  cada  familia  conste  de 
tres  adultos,  ou  cinco  pessoas,  incluindo-se  as  crianras,  e  os 
ditos  colonos  dcvcin  provar  que  sio  pessoas  de  boa  conducta, 
industriosas  e  practicas  na  agricultura.  As  íaniilias  que  preen- 
cherem estas  condições  receberão  gratuitamente  do  Governo: 

1^  O  preço  de  passagem  desde  o  lugar  de  seu  embarque  até  o 
de  seu  destino. 

2*.  Manutenção  por  seis  mezes,  prorogaveis  por  outros  seis 
mezes  em  caso  de  circumstancias  extraordinarias  de  força  maior 
ou  outras  causas  devidamente  justificadas,  ao  estabelecer-se  na 
colonia,  assim  como  habitação,  instrumentos  agricolas,  sementes 

e  animacs  para  o  serviço. 

3".  l  ina  porcào  de  terreno  contendo  dezaseis  lotes  dc  8,077 
prs  quadrados  cada  um,  ou  1.200  arcas,  cujos  títulos  definitivos 
de  propriedade  serão  dados  aos  colonos  depois  de  haverem  tra- 
balhado o  terreno  por  dous  annos  consecutivos. 

A  lei  também  dispõe  que  si  algumas  pessoas  desejarem  adquirir 
maior  extensão  de  terrenos,  podem  íâzel«o,  sob  condições  &vora- 
veís  em  hasta  publica,  estipulando-se  que  os  ditos  terrenos  deverão 
ser  cultivados  durante  cinco  annos  consecutivos,  sem  interrupção 
maior  de  seis  mezes  e  que  não  se  poderão  transferir  os  títulos  de 
propriedade  sobre  os  lotes  até  que  tenha  expirado  o  prazo  de  cinco 
annos.  Os  terrenos  assim  vrmluios  >crào  hypothecate )s  como 
¿^aramia  da  amortização  das  annnalitladcs.  Si  alí^um  coiono  dei- 
xar  de  pagar  no  dia  do  vencimento,  se  lhe  concedera  um  prazo  dc 
seis  mezes,  com  o  juro  de  1  por  cento,  e  depois  deste  prazo  terá 
de  pagar,  além  do  juro,  uma  mulct*i  de  1  por  cento  mensal,  e  pas- 
sados outros  seis  mezes,  proceder-se-ha  á  venda  do  terreno  para 
cobrar  o  que  se  dever  ao  Thesouro,  entregando-se  ao  colono  o 
saldo,  si  o  houver 
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mento  da  mesma,  incluindo-se  dados  estatísticos  acerca  das  condições 

agricohis,  etc.,  e  ciar  aos  colonos  todas  as  iníòrnia(^òes  <j  conselhos 
de  (¿ue  necessitarem. 


PERU. 

DADOS  RELATIVOS  ÁS  LEIS  SOBRE  MLNERAÇAÕ. 

O  Sr.  Don  José  Canevaro,  Ministro  peruano  em  Londres, 

n  uma  communicaçio  recente  dá  a  seguinte  interpretação  das  leis 
que  governam  as  concessões  de  propriedades  mineiras  no  Peru: 

As  leis  de  minas  vigentes  no  Peru  stSmente  concedem  a  cada  mineiro  sete 
prazos,  mas  uma  lei  recente  antorisa  ao  Governo  a  conceder,  a  sua  discrição,  um 
numero  extraordinario  de  prazos  a  companhias  mineira-^,  segundo  a  importancia 
destas.  Visto  (.juc  nuiitas  pessoas  solicitam  concessões  extiaordinariaà  e  nào 
tomam  posse  dos  pru/.os,  o  Guvcnio  resolveu,  pelo  decreto  de  22  de  Maio,  que 
as  pessoas  que  solicitam  mais  de  sete  prazos  em  terrenos  auríferos  devem  depo- 
sitar de  200  a  500  soles  no  Tkesouro.  Esta  quantia  lhes  ser&  reembolsada  logo 
que  se  lavre  a  escriptnra  de  concessão,  e  portan  to,  é  evidente  que  nSo  é  um 
imposto,  mas  simplesmente  um  deposito  temporario.  Além  disso»  os  mineiros 
que  sómente  tomam  sete  prazos  ou  menos,  não  fazem  deposito  algum,  e  lhes 
basta  declararem,  o  qual  é  justo,  que  respeitarão  as  novas  leis  sobre  mineraçSo 
que  o  Congresso  votar,  segundo  se  estabelece  em  outro  decreto  da  mesma  data. 

TERRENOS  DE  PETROLEO  NA  COSTA. 

Esta  Secretaria  recebeu  uma  comnmnicaçào  sobre  este  assumpto, 
do  Sr  Horace  N.  Wilson  de  North  Cambridge  no  Estado  de 
Massachusetts,  que  acaba  de  voltar  da  região  de  petróleo  na  costa 
do  norte  do  Peru. 

Segundo  o  Sr.  Wilson,  ha  actualmente  íúnccíonando  no  districto 
de  Zorritos,  noventa  poços  de  petróleo,  todos  em  condição  pros- 
pera. A  actual  producçâo  é  maior  do  que  a  de  qualquer  outra 
epora  na  historia  desta  industria  e  o  petróleo  é  env  iado  aos  mer- 
cador do  Equador.  Peru  e  (io  Chile.  O  productor  de  uma  qiiaUdade 
superior.  Um  oleo  illuminante  c  retinado  nas  íabricas,  e  os  vapores 
de  cabotagem  e  os  locomotivas  âv  algumas  estradas  de  tenro  do 
Peru  usam  este  petróleo  como  combustível. 
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Os  donos,  consignatarios  c  embarcadores  de  madeiras,  cascas,  sementes,  chi- 
fres, ossos,  etc.,  que  sc  importem  do  Lago  de  Maracaiboou  dos  rios  que  desem- 
bocam lu-llc,  c  ijiic  SC  exportem  para  o  csrranpçiro  c  para  portcís  nacionacs  tjue 
estejam  lura  Jo  Lago  de  ^L'lracaibo,  não  hcam  obrigados  a  empregar  os  carre- 
teiros das  docas  para  o  transporte  de  ditos  artigos. 

Quando  Oft  carreteiros  das  docas  fizerem  algum  trabalho  que  nSo  seja  dos 
estipulados  nesta  tarifa,  o  preço  delle  seri  ajustado  previamente  entre  o  inte- 
ressado e  o  administrador  da  companhia. 

Para  evitar  as  dtfficuldades  na  liquidação  e  contabilidade,  toda  importação  ou 
exportação  de  menos  de  loo  kilogrammas  será  considerada  como  de  loo  kilo> 
grammas. 

PRODUCTOS  AGRICOLAS. 

A  seguinte  intòriiiaçílo  relativa  aos  recursos  agricolas  de  Vene- 
zuela é  extrahida  dum  relatório  do  vice  consul  írancez  em  Cara- 
cas, que  foi  publicado  recentemente  em  um  numero  do  Moniteur 
Officiel." 

Venezuela  produz  uma  planta  de  baunilha  chamada  "vainilla 
lutescens**  que  é  pouco  cultivada.  A  planta  aromática  que  é 
conhecida  commummente  no  commercio,  é  a  chamada  vainilla 
planifoUa."  Ainda  nâo  se  cultiva  esta  planta  em  grande  escala. 
A  baunilha  venezuelana  assim  como  a  mexicana  cresce  facilmente 
no  fertil  solo  dos  Estados  de  Falcon,  Lara,  Bolívar,  Bermudez,  e 
Zamora.  A  estatística  official  não  dá  os  algarismos  da  producção 
e  exportação  deste  producto. 

Encontram-se  favas  de  tonka  sem  cu  1  Lura  em  c^uai>i  todas  as 
florestas  banhadas        Orinoco  ou  seus  tributarios. 

O  arbusto  que  produz  este  fructo  v  chamado  '^dipterix  odo- 
rata,"  e  comera  dar  íructo  tio  terceiro  anno;  as  sementes  que  sâo 
de  forma  alongada  e  preta  quando  secca,  têm  um  aroma  peculiar 
e  muito  odorífero,  e  usam-se  para  perfumar  tabaco.  Exportai 
para  Hamburgo  e  Nova  York  por  via  de  Ciudad  Bdlivar  quasi 
toda  a  colheita  de  &vas  de  Tonka  de  Venezuela.  Durante  o 
exercício  de  1895-96,  íbram  exportados  2,629  volumes,  pesando 
111,-^19  kilogrammes,  no  valor  de  141 5,668  bolívares.*  O  pro- 
cesé) g(  r;ilm<  nte  cmprej::ado  na  colheita  das  íavas  dv  Tonka  destroe 
as  plantas,  c  o  Governo  íoi  obrigado  a  providcnriar  de  modo  a  pro- 
teger ()<  arbustos  plantados  fm  terras  de  (ioví  rno.  Concessões 
foram  dadas  recentemente  no  districto  de  Caura  para  cultivar  este 
producto  nas  terras  publicas. 

O  extracto  resinoso  de  copahu  é  tomado  da  copaifera  officio- 
nalis"  conhecida  neste  paiz  pelo  nome  de  ^^Cabima**  ou  ^'Cam- 

*0  buiivar  vale  qua&i  2u  centavos. 
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COMMERCIO  MISCELLANEO 

R Í 1'  U  H L I C. \  A RG E N T I N A . 

As  exportações  da  Republica  Argentina  para  o  pri- 
meiro  semestre  do  anno  dc  1097,  comparadas  com  as  do 
periodo  correspondente  de  1896,  mostram  um  augmento  considcra\cl  cm  lacs 
artigos  como  lã,  feno,  rrirne  dc  vacca  c  carneiro  conservados  cm  gele».  li.vpor- 
tarcm-se  etn  1896,  2^7,357  toneladas  dc  lã;  cm  1897,  143,8^1  toneladas,  um 
augmento  de  16,494  toneladas,  no  valor  dc  $3,516,619.  As  exportações  de 
feno  foram  dc  57,286  toneladas  em  1896,  e  dc  62,456  toneladas  em  1897  que  ¿ 
um  augmento  dc  5,170  toneladas  no  valor  de  ^60,027.  Na  carne  de  vacca  e 
no  carneiro  conservados  em  gelo,  o  augmento  foi  de  569  e  142  toneladas, 
respectivamente. 

As  ultimas  informações  fidedignas  que  se  tèm  recebido 


Penp«ctlvm  dl  ,   ,    ■        ,        n   .        .     1»       •  * 

relativas  ás  colheitas  da  Republica  Argentina  são  muito 

favoráveis.    Os  temores  dc  desastre  por  causa  da  secca  c  dos  gafanhotos,  que 

occasionaram  muitas  perdas  no  paiz  durante  o  ultimo  anno,  tèm  passado,  c  a 

única  causa  que  ayora  -c  teme  5ão  a?  pcrída«.     Crê-se  que  a  condição  adiantada 

dos  ccreaes  dá  a^scsiiraiira  dc  que  c^tc  perigo  não  é  imminente.     T"èm-«:e  ^cnicado 

uma  grande  area  dc  trigo,  millio  e  linhaça:  1,000,000  hectares  na  proMa*-ia  dc 

Santa  Fé,  370,000  na  dc  Buenos  Aires,  290,000  na  dc  Córdoba,  220,000  na  dc 

Entre  Rios,  e  em  outras  provincias,  120.000,  o  que  dá  um  total  de  2,000,000 

hectares.    Calcula-se  que  seri  uma  colheita  de  20,000,000  hectolitros  de  trigo. 

Deduzindo  o  que  se  consome  no  paíz  e  o  que  se  necessita  para  semear,  ficam 

para  a  exportação  1,000,000  de  toneladas,  com  um  valor  de  cerca  de  7,000,000 

libras  esterlinas.    Calculasse  que  a  colheita  de  linhaça  será  no  valor  de  2,000,000 

libras  esterlinas. 

Nota— Um  hectolitro  equivale  a  3,638  alqueires  e  um  hectar  a  8,4.71  geiras, 

BRAZIL. 

  Calcula-sc  que  a  exportação  de  borracha  da  região  do 

Ama/onas  para  o  me?,  de  Agosto  proximo  passado  mon- 
tou a  i,oo¿,45.S  kiíogrammas.  Quasi  um  terço  desta  quantidade  (636,258  kilo- 
grammas)  foi  exportado  para  os  Estados  Unidos,  e  372,200  kîtogrammas  foram 
enviados  para  portos  europeos. 

B]^Mçio  cn  BIs  da       Como  evidencia  do  desejo  por  parte  dos  commerciantes 
Janeiro.  ^  exportadores  dos  Estados  Unidos,  para  cultivar  em 

maior  escala  as  relaçOes  commerciaes  com  as  republicas  latino^americanas,  ha 
um  projecto  para  celebrar  na  cidade  do  Rio  de  Janeiro,  uma  exposição 
de  machinas  e  manufacturas  nortc-americanas  como  preliminar  á  exposição  de 
Paris  de  1900.  A  exposição  do  Rio,  (]mc  ••erá  aberta  ao  ptihlico  cm  Maio 
dc  i^qq,  rem  como  proniotoîc^  um  numero  de  capitalistas  que  loram  inccrcs-;a- 
dos  na  exposição  dc  Chicat^o  c  que  reprcícnram  i  20  c,lha^  commerciaes  dessa 
cidade.    A  directoria  será  composta  dc  amerítanos  e  braziieiros,  e  o  Capitão 
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tivcr  sido  lavrado,  o  solicitante  tem  de  pagar  dez  pesos  por  csá^ pertenencia** 
Ësce  pagamento  tem  de  ser  feito  cada  anno,  ou  perder-se-ha  o  direito.    Nio  se 

podem  trabalhar  os  deposito?  por  meio  de  batéas,  mas  «c  necessitam  grandes 
volumes  de  agua  para  movei  os  onormcs  pcdaç(ís  dc  terra  que  contem  ouro,  c 
para  esta  operação  hydraulica  são  preciso*  machin<is  aperfeiçoadas  e  c  ustosas. 
Ha  opportunidades  excellenrc;  nesta  região  para  capitães  a-sociatios  mas  as 
pesàoas  <|uc  só  lem  um  pecjueno  capital  a  empregar,  encontrarão  obstáculos  ines- 
perados no  desenvolvimento  de  seus  projectos. 

D««»Toiviia«ito  Agricole»  •  ^  SiMMOKs,  consul  doB  Estados  Uoidos  em  Piedras 
'v'"'*^*  Negras,  calcula  em  5,000  kilos  a  colheita  de  alf^çdfio  do 
Mexico  para  o  anno  de  1897,  e  diz  que  a  de  milho,  trigo  e  feijSo  seri  boa.  Os 
depósitos  de  carvão  de  pedra  da  republica  se  est2o  explorando  rapidamente 
e  esta  industria  tem  atting^do  grandes  proporções.  A  Companhia  de  CarvSo 
de  Fuente  extrae  1  $,000  toneladas  por  mez,  c  a  de  Alamo  e  de  Coahuila  30,0001 
Estas  companhias  têm  fornecido  de  carvfio  a  companhia  da  Estrada  de  Ferro 
Southern  Paciric  no  Estado  de  Texas,  e  agora  vendem  também  ás  vias-fcrreas  do 
Pacifico  que  estão  ao  oeste  de  El  Paso.  As  ditas  companhias  são  compostas  dc 
americanos  e  o  capital  empregado  nas  minas  é  tamhem  americano.  O  preço 
dos  productos  dos  Estados  Unidos  tem  augmentado  c  alguns  dos  commercianics 
de  aqui  enviam  do  interior  farinha,  feijSo  e  assacar. 

NICARAGUA. 

A  EstradB  de  Fino        ^       I^AVt*  Weisikb,  consul  dos  Estados  Unídos  em 
HaeiMiaL  Managua,  communicou  recentemente  ao  Ministerio  de 

Estado  que*o  Governo  de  Nicaragua  deseja  vender  a  Estrada  de  Ferro  Nacional 
daqudla  Republica.    Com  este  objecto  foi  apresentado  á  Assemblea  Nacional 

um  projecto  de  lei,  preparado  pelo  Presidente  Zelaya  e  o  Ministro  Matus,  e  ha 
pouca  duvida  de  que  será  finalmente  approvada.  O  Sr.  Wfisiki:,  ao  tallar  desta 
venda  como  opportunidade  favorável  para  o  capital  c  us  interesses  <imerlcan(i>, 
dá  dados  relativos  á  condivão  financeira  da  estrada.  A  estrada  está  hypothecada 
aos  accionistas  inglczcs  da  divida  nacional  pela  somma  de  ^285,000,  c  o  juro 
sobre  esta  somma  é  pago  com  os  direitos  de  exportação  impostos  sobre  o  cafil. 
No  anno  de  1896,  a  renda  bruta  da  estrada  montou  a  $400,000,  prata,  e  os 
gastos  para  manter  o  serviço  foram  $310,000.  Esta  quantia  íôi  maior  que  a 
que  ordinariamente  se  gasta  por  ter  sido  feitos  grandes  melhoramentos.  A 
estrada  e$tende-se  de  Granada  até  Managua,  capital  da  Republica;  dalli  atravessa 
o  Lago  de  Managua  até  Momotombo,  e  deste  ponto  vai  até  Corinto,  na  costa  do 
Paci6co.    A  distancia  total  é  122  milhas. 

PERU. 

Segundo  dadoi  obtidos  por  um  viajante  que  esteve 
A  Bsttlo  á»  Pmoitf.  .... 

receuicniente  110  Peru,  a  regiâu  dc  Perene  é  mais  rica  do 

i^ue  SC  pode  imaginar,  offerecendo  ao  immigrante  grandes  florestas  de  madeiras 
valiosas  e  um  fértil  solo  para  a  cultura  do  café.  Tratando-sc  da  industria  do 
café,  calcula-se  que  com  o  emprego  de  38,000  a  40,000  soles  para  estabelecer  o 
neg<>cio  e  com  um  gasto  addidonal  de  3,100  soles  para  a  exploração,  pode-se 

*  A  pertenencia  ¿  urna  arca  que  mede  cem  melros  por  cada  lado. 
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^  _  ^  Lè-se  no  Panama  Star  and  Herald  que  oma  casa 

Exportação  m  Oww« 

brazileira  da  cidade  do  Pari  enviou  recentemente  um 

representante  a  Caracas  com  o  objecto  de  estabelecer  com  regularidade  a  expor- 
tação de  pado  venezuelano  para  o  Bra7Íl.  Diz-sc  que  este  agente  contractou 
para  um  embarque  mensal  de  800  cabeças  de  gíido  que  dcvcm  ser  exportadas 
alternativamente  por  via  de  Puerto  Cabello  e  do  districto  de  Orinoco.  Até 
agora  esta  casa  lem  comprado  seu  gado  na  Republica  Argentina,  mas  as  van- 
tagens da  mudança  são  evidentes,  si  se  compara  a  distancia  dos  portos  argén - 
tíiios  ao  Pará,  qvie  exige  trinta  dias  de  viagem,  com  a  de  Puerto  Cabdlo  ao 
Pará  que  exige  somente  seis  ou  oito  dias.  A  referida  casa  tem  dous  vapores 
equipados  especialmente  para  o  transporte  de  animaes.  O  Star  and  fíeraid 
accrescenta:  "Crê-se  com  confiança  que  Venezuela,  e  especialmente  o  dbtncto 
de  Aragua,  fornecerá  no  proximo  futuro  quasi  todo  o  gado  para  o  norte  do 
Brazil  e  as  AntilKas.'* 

O  Sr.    Pi.vMACHFR,  consul  dos  Estados   Unidos  em 
Maracaibo,  n'lirna  carta  escrita  em  data  de  R  e  10  de 
Outubro,  rcniecrc  copias  dc  um  decreto  do  Ministerio  da  Fa/cnda,  cm  que  sc 
dão  as  clasjihcaçõc?  dc  productos  estrangcrios  que  sc  importam  cm  Venezuela,  e 
<|ue  até  agura  ióram  excluidos. 

O  panno  de  algodfto,  misturado  com  seda  artiícial,  ot  tecidos  de  rami,  e  os 
de  algodlo  misturados  com  rami,  figuram  na  classe  7*,  e  pagam  5  bolivares 
por  kilogramma  iç6%  centavos  por  2.2046  libras).  Os  mineraes  que  se  empre> 
gam  na  preparaçio  de  gaz  acetileno  figura  na  classe  1*,  e  são  livres  de  direitos. 
O  tabaco  e  os  cigarros  pagam  4  bolivares  por  kilogramma  (77.2  centavos  por 
2.2046  libras),  e  os  tecidos  de  algodão  afelpados  usados  para  toalhos  e  sobre- 
camas se  encontram  na  classe  5*,  e  pagam  24  centavos  por  2.2046  libras. 

O  Consul  Proskauer,  n'uma  communicação  recente 
dirigida  ao  Ministerio  de  Estado,  diz  t]uc,  na  sua  opinião, 
as  vantagens  (ífFcrccidas  em  V^enc/uela  a  agricultores  americanos  são  maiores  do 
que  a  qualquer  outra  classe  de  pesàoas.  Ao  expressar  càta  opinião,  aconàciha 
aos  agricultores  que  desejem  emigrar  para  Venezuela,  que  não  venham  sós  ou 
simplesmente  acompanhados  de  suas  familias,  mas  que  formem  pequenas 
colonias  com  communhao  de  interesses.  Falia  com  enthusiasmo  da  salubridade 
do  clima  e  da  fertilidade  do  solo,  pretendendo  que  na  vizinhança  de  Puerto 
Cabello  podem-se  obter  tres  colheitas  de  cereaes  por  anno,  termo  médio,  as 
quaes  variam  segundo  a  altura  do  terreno  semeado.  O  cac&o,  o  cafS  e  os  cocos 
crescem  nas  regtf>es  baixas,  o  tabaco  nas  reg^fies  situadas  a  uma  elevação  media, 
e  o  trigo  nas  mais  altas. 

^  .      .  _  Muito  interesse  rêm-se  desenvolvido  ultimamente  rela- 

Oolton  d*  BmcqiNB. 

tivamente  á  cultura  do  henequén,  e  os  apricultores  pre- 
tendem que  rém  produzido  uma  planta  que  dá  uma  fibra  mais  íiua  e  por 
conseguinte  aiais  valiosa  do  que  o  artigo  mexicano.  Para  a  exploração  Jesta 
industria  têm-se  importado  no  paiz  machinas  as  mais  aperfeiçoadas,  assim 
evitando-se  o  custo  de  transporte  da  materia  prima  e  aproveitando*se,  ao  mesmo 
tempo,  dos  preços  baixos  do  .trabalho.  Como  o  consumo  de&te  artigo  é  calcu- 
lado em  2,000,000  toneladas,  com  um  valor  de  $1 1  o  por  tonelada,  como  preço 
medio  nos  mercados  europeos,  é  evidente  a  importancia  deste  trafico. 


Digitized  by  Cov.^v. 


image 
not 
a  vailable 


1028 


BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


descendant  la  côte,  contribuent  à  rendre  moins  chère  la  route  euro- 
péenne parle  Cap  Horn«  que  celle  allant  de  la  côte  de  l'Atlantique 
des  Etats-Unis  par  Panama.  Ce  hk  est  un  argument  de  plus  en 
faveur  de  la  construction  du  Canal  de  Nicaragua  sous  le  contrôle 

américain. 

II  y  a  sur  la  côte  occidentale  de  l'Amérique  du  Sud  trois  ports 
importants!.  Guayaquil,  à  l'Equateur  ;  Callao,  au  Pérou:  et  Valpa- 
raiso, au  Chili.  L('s  distances  qui  seraient  épargnées  |>ar  les  vapeurs 
entre  New  York  et  ces  ports  par  la  construction  d'un  canal,  en 
comparaison  de  la  route  par  le  Cap  Horn,  déjà  montrées  dans  le 
tableau  publié  avec  la  charte  du  Canal  de  Nicaragua,  dans  le 
Bulletin  pour  le  mois  de  septembre,  seraient  les  suivantes  : 

Guayaquil,  7,073  milles;  Callao,  5,896  milles;  Valparaiso, 
3426  milles.  Les  distances  épargnées  aux  voiliers  seraient  encore 
plus  grandes,  puisque  la  route  qu'ils  suivent  est  plus  longue  que 
celle  que  prennent  les  vapeurs  en  tournant  le  Cap  Horn.  Le 
terminus  orientai  du  Canal  de  Nicaragua  étant  de  2,000  à  3,000 
milles  plus  près  de  New-York  que  de  I>iver[>ool,  Hambourg,  ou 
le  Havre,  la  construction  du  Canal  serait  d'un  immense  avantage 
pour  les  Etats-Unis,  dans  la  concurrence  pour  le  commerce  de  la 
partie  occidentale  de  l'Amérique  du  Sud.  A  présent,  les  distances 
de  New- York  et  de  Liverpool  (par  le  Cap  Horn)  à  Guayaquil,  à 
Callao^  et  à  Valparaiso,  sont  à  peu  près  égales. 

Les  pays  de  l'Amérique  du  Sud  qui  touchent  à  l'Océan  Paci- 
fique ou  qui  Tavoisinent  sont  :  la  Bolivie,  le  Chili,  la  Colombie, 
l'Equateur  et  le  Pérou.  La  Colombie  a  déjà  été  considérée  dans 
l'article  de  cette  série,  intitulé,  "Le  Littoral  du  Nord  de  l'ilméri- 
qiie  tlu  Sud."  (jui  a  paru  dans  le  Bulletin  du  mois  de  novembre, 
puisque  SCS  principaux  ports  et  centres  industriels  sont  situés  dans 
le  territoire  qui  touche  à  la  Mer  des  Caraïbes.  Tous  ces  pays,  à 
l'exception  du  Pérou,  sont  décrits  dans  le  premier  tome  de  l'excel- 
lent almanach  commercial  des  Républiques  américaines  qui  vient 
de  paraître,  et  le  soin  apporté  au  travail  de  cette  compilation 
devrait  l'en  rendre  l'autorité  reconnue  pour  le  commerce  de  l'Amé* 
rique  Latine  Des  détails  complets  de  leur  commerce  et  de  leuis 
industries,  suivant  les  récents  rapports  officiels,  sont  donnés,  de 
même  que  des  iniorniations  soigneust-int  iir  recueillies  avant  rap- 
port aux  conditions  et  aux  usages  commerciaux,  aux  tarifs,  aux 
règlements  de  port,  aux  lois  de  breveta  d'invcntioii,aux  systèmes 
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à  celle  de  1896,  et  ses  ventes  au  Pérou  ont  augmenté  de  $  109,00a 
On  ne  peut  douter  que  l'achèvement  du  Canal  de  Nicaragua, 
assurant  aux  expéditeurs  des  Etats-Unis  des  moyens  plus  rapides 
de  tran^pDrt  et  des  frets  moins  (  levés  qu'à  leurs  concurrents 
européens,  n'ait  pour  rrsukar  ilcs  augmentations  considérables 
au-tli'ssus  (les  chitires  ci-dessus  donnés. 

Tous  ces  pays  fournissent  des  marchés  d'avenir  pour  les  manu- 
factures des  Etat^Unis,  surtout  pour  les  machines  pour  l'exploita- 
tion des  mines,  et  autres,  les  instruments  agricoles,  les  étoffes»  les 
confections,  les  chaussures,  les  drogues  et  médicaments  brevetés 
et  beaucoup  d'autres  produits,  mais  les  difficultés  et  la  cherté 
du  transport,  et  l'habitude  de  plusieurs  générations  de  faire  le 
commerce  avec  les  contrées  européennes  continuent  à  détourner  la 
plus  grande  partir  de  leur  commerce  des  Etats-Unis  en  feveur  de 
la  Grande-Bretagne,  l'Allemagne  et  la  France.  Prenant  par 
exeniplf,  la  Bolivie,  f^ossédant  une  grandr  variété  de  produits  qui 
trouveraient  un  marche  facile  aux  Etats-Unis,  on  constate  que 
ceux-ci  n'ont  rien  importé  ni  en  1896  ni  en  1897.  Naturelle- 
ment les  exportations  des  Etats-Unis  à  la  Bolivie  sont  insignifi- 
antes, s'élevant  en  1896  à  seulement  $21,907  et  en  1897  à  $79787. 
Cependant  la  Bolivie  consomme  des  quantités  considérables  de 
de  coton  et  de  lainages,  de  quincaillerie,  des  objets  de  fantaisie, 
des  meubles,  etc.,  et  elle  produit  de  grandes  quantités  de  caou- 
tchouc (dont  une  partie  entre  sans  doute  aux  Etats- 1  ni  s,  comme 
caoutchouc  brésilien),  de  cacao,  de  café,  de  quinquina,  de  laine, 
des  peaux  et  cuirs,  d'argent,  de  cuivre  et  d'étain. 

On  sait  que  les  ressources  minérales  de  la  Bolivie  sont  immenses. 
Ses  mines  d'argent  sont  parmi  les  plus  liches  du  monde,  et  malgré 
les  grandes  difficultés  de  transport,  dues  au  caractère  montagneux 
du  pays,  et  le  manque  de  chemins  de  fer,  elles  ont  été  exploitées 
et  ont  rendu  des  profits  énormes.  Avec  une  superficie  d'environ 
780,000  milles  carrés  de  pays  varié,  riche  en  minérais  et  en  bois 
précieux,  et  oflFrant  de  vastes  étendues  de  terrains  féconds  pour  la 
culture  du  café,  du  cacao,  du  tabac,  et  d'autres  produits  propres 
aux  régions  tropicalfs  ou  tempérées,  qui  trouveront  une  vente 
facile  et  rémunératrice  dans  les  marchés  du  monde,  la  Bolivie  a 
une  population  de  moins  de  2,)OO.ooo.  Ce  tait,  à  lui  seul,  est  une 
indication  suiiisante  des  possibilités  qui  attendent  le  capital  et 
l'effort  individuel*  et  du  champ  plein  de  promesses  qu'oâre  la 
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coton,  et  de  mak  et  de  houblon  pour  la  fabrication  de  la  bière. 

Cette  liste  s'agrandirait  sans  doute,  par  des  efforts  vigoureux,  tels 
que  font  les  exportateurs  européens. 

Le  Chili  ilirtTrc  de  la  Bolivie  et  de  l'Equateur  en  ce  qu'il 
possède  de  grandes  facilités  de  chemins  de  fer  et  des  voies  bien 
développées  d'industrie  et  de  commerce.  Economiquement  aussi 
bien  que  politiquement,  le  Chili  est  une  des  plus  progressives 
républiques  de  l'Amérique  du  Sud,  et  il  est  .  plus  assimilé  dans 
ses  méthodes  industrielles  et  commerciales  aux  Etats-Unis  qu'au- 
cune des  autres.  Il  semblerait,  en  conséquence,  que  les  relations 
commerciales  des  deux  pays  seraient  très  rapprochées  et  d'un  avan- 
tage mutuel.  Mais  la  situation  ographique  du  Chili,  et  le 
manque  de  conunuiiicaLions  à  bon  marché  par  voie  de  risthrnc  de 
Panama,  triles  que  donnerait  un  canal  à  vapeurs,  le  rendent  pra- 
tiquement equidistant  des  Ftafs-l^nis  et  des  ports  européens  par 
voie  du  Cap  Horn,  et  comme  la  Grande-Bretagne  et  l'Allemagne 
absorbent  presque  toute  son  exportation  principale,  le  nitrate  de 
soude,  il  est  ainsi  prédisposé  à  faire  le  commerce  avec  eux.  Il  h.nt 
se  tenir  compte  en  plus,  de  l'indifférence  qu'ont  montrée  jusqu'ici 
les  exportateurs  aux  Etats-Unis,  en  comparaison  des  efforts  acúü 
et  ininterrompus  de  leurs  compétiteurs  européens.  Du  total  des 
importations  du  Chili,  s'élcvant  à  plus  de  $40,000,000  la  Grande- 
Bretagne  en  a  fourni  presque  la  moitié,  l'Allemagne  vient  ensuite, 
et  les  Etats-Unis  en  troisième  lieu,  ceux-ci  ayant  gagné  cette  place 
sur  la  France  en  1(894.  ^-^^  Etats-Unis  im^iortrrent  du  Chili 
$1,200,000  de  plus  qu'ils  ne  lui  en  ont  vendu  Tannée  dernicre,  de 
sorte  qu'ils  peuvent  raisonnablement  s'attendre  à  y  trouver  un  plus 
large  débouché  pour  ses  produits  fabriqués. 

De  tous  les  pays  de  l'Amérique  du  Sud,  le  Pérou  est  un  de 
ceux  qui  présentent  le  plus  d'intérêt  aux  habitants  des  Etats-Unis, 
à  cause  de  son  histoire  romanesque  qui  a  été  si  vivement  décrite 
par  un  de  leurs  écrivains,  Prescott,  et  de  l'association  du  nom  d'un 
autrt  cl<  leurs  compatriotes,  Henry  Meigs,  avec  la  construction  du 
Chemin  de  Fer  Oroya,  à  présent  le  Chemin  de  Ver  Central  du 
Pérou,  un  des  plus  grands  accomplissements  lies  temp<  niodei  iics 
dans  l'art  de  l  ingénieur.  Les  ressources  agricoles  et  les  produits  des 
forêts  du  Pérou  sont  à  peu  près  les  mêmes  que  ceux  de  la  Bolivie 
et  de  l'Equateur,  et  sont  capables  de  devenir  la  base  de  grandes 
richesses  nationales. 
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temps  très  grand  mais  depuis  la  guerre  avec  le  Chili  en  1879- 
1884,  il  a  diminué.  Avant  cette  période,  le  Pérou  achetait  des 
Etats-Unis  de  grandes  quantités  de  blé,  de  bois  de  construction, 
de  saindoux,  de  pétrole,  d'aliments  conservés,  de  malles,  de  pen- 
dules, de  machines  à  coudre,  de  tournitures  de  chemins  de  ter  et 
de  tramways,  d'ustensiles  de  ménage,  de  mcdicanienrs  brevetés, 
de  cordagr.  de  toile  à  voile,  etc.,  d'une  valeur  toralc  d'environ 
$2,000,000  par  an.  Pendant  l'année  passée,  les  Etats-Unis  n'ont 
vendu  au  Pérou  que  pour  un  peu  plus  de  la  moitié  de  cette  somme. 
Le  pays  a  souffert  non  seulement  de  la  perte  de  territoire  de  beau- 
coup de  valeur,  mais  aussi  de  conflits  à  l'intérieur  résultant  de  la 
guerre  avec  le  Chili,  qui  ont  eu  sur  le  commerce  et  l'industrie,  des 
efièts  malheureux— ce  qui  a  contribué  à  la  diminution  du  com- 
merce avec  les  Etats-Unis.  Pendant  les  deux  dernières  années, 
la  perspective  s'est  montrée  plus  encourageante,  et  un  renouvelle- 
ment de  l'intimité  commerciale  suivrait  sans  doute  les  efforts  con- 
cerrés  de  la  part  d(  s  exportateurs  des  Etats-Unis. 

Néanmoins,  le  grand  problème  n'est  pas  seulement  de  chercher 
comment  on  peut  regagner  les  marchés  perdus  aux  Etats-Unis, 
sur  la  cé)te  occidentale  de  l'Amérique  du  Sud,  mais  de  créer  des 
conditions  qui  assureront  l'établissement  d'un  commerce  giand  et 
stable,  et  d'attirer  le  capital,  l'entreprise,  et  le  travail  de  métier  des 
Etats-Unis  à  ce  vaste  domajne  de  moyens  plus  ou  moins  dormants 
et  très  peu  deve  luj  pés.  La  solution  du  problème  se  trouvera 
sans  doute  dans  la  construction  d'un  canal  à  travers  l'isthme  de 
Panama,  eomplrté  par  l'établissement  de  lignes  de  vapeurs  d  Une 
grande  vitesse  entre  les  ports  de  l'Amérique  du  Sud  et  des 
Etats-Unis,  la  continuation  des  voles  terrées,  et  l'etfort  actif  des 
commerçants,  des  tâbricants  et  des  capitalistes  des  Etats-Unis,  qui 
aujourd'hui  même  seraient  rémunérateurs  et  ne  pourraient  manquer 
de  produire  des  résultats  aussi  satis^aisants  à  tout  le  littoral  occi- 
dental de  l'Amérique  du  Sud  qu'aux  Etats-Unis. 
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tel  changement  vint  créer  la  capitalisation  indispensable  à  la 
reorganization  financière. 

Que  ce  pays  vivait  au  jour  le  ,jour.  dépensant  tout  ce  qu'il 
gagnait;  sans  économies  appréciables,  était  un  ^it  déjà  du  temps 

de  l'Empire.  La  production  augmentait  d'année  en  année,  les 
hauts  prix  de  nos  produits  se  conservaient  au  mrinr  niveau:  mais 
depuis  des  années,  et  principalement  depuis  l  éniancipation  des 
esclaves,  lorsque  la  culture  de  céréales  et  d'autres  articles  nécessi- 
tant des  procédés  intensifs  fut  négligée,  pour  que  tout  le  labeur 
pût  être  employé  exclusivement  à  la  production  du  caie,  à 
l'importation  de  presque  tous  les  produits  manufacturés,  vint  se 
joindre  celle  de  s'incliner  marchandises  alimentaires,  disant  contre 
nous  la  balance  du  commerce. 

Les  théoriciens  avaient  inventé  et  propagé  l'idée  que  l'excès 
d'importation  sur  l'exportation  d'un  pays  était  à  peine  une  preuve 
de  sa  richesse,  et  tant  que  le  change  fut  ai  tificiellcment  maintenu 
au  pair  cette  absurdité  fut  impunément  en  vogue. 

Le  changement  de  régime  accompli  et  les  émissions  île  papier- 
monnaie  iniciées  créant  tontes  les  apparences  de  prospérité  pendant 
deux  ans,  commença  la  baisse  du  change  et  l'insuccès  des  com- 
pagnies organisées  sans  base  solide  ;  a  Torgie  des  spéculations  de 
la  bourse,  succédèrent  les  liquidations  désastreuses,  et  l'illusion 
financière  se  transforma  en  dure  réalité  et  remplit  de  ruine  le 
Brésil  entier.  Le  papier  fiduciaire,  au  lieu  de  développer  la 
richesse  nationale  en  gardant  dans  le  pays  une  part  du  prix  de 
l'importation,  réduisit  de  plus  de  deux  tiers  la  puissance  d'acquisi- 
tion de  notre  monnaie.  Si  nous  joignons  à  ceci  l'élévation  des 
tarifs  de  douanes  en  vue  de  protéger  indistinctement  les  indus- 
tries qui  avaient  des  éléments  de  vie  ou  celles  qui  n'en  avaient 
pas,  et  la  baisse  de  prix  de  notre  principal  produit  d'exportation, 
le  caté,  due  principalement  à  un  excès  de  production,  nous  aurons 
clairement  indiqué  les  causes  de  la  présente  situation  financière. 

Après  l'erreur  d'appréciation  du  Ministre  du  Gouvernement 
Provisoire  et  l'insuccès  de  son  plan  de  finances,  si  le  capital  détruit 
vint  augmenter  la  dette  publique,  le  pire  résultat  de  l'insuccès  fut 
la  dépréciation  de  notre  monnaie  courante,  sans  laquelle,  grâce  à 
l'augmentation  des  revenu^  publics  immédiatement  a{)rès  l'éman- 
cipation des  anciennes  provinces,  nous  n'aurions  aujourd'hui  aucun 
déficit. 
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actuellement,  mais  rehausserait  hi  vah  ur  de  notre  principal  article 
d'exportation,  sans  pj  ur  de  com  urrcnce,  car  nulle  part,  en  dehors 
du  Brésil,  les  conditions  naturelles  du  sol  et  du  climat  contribuent 
à  rendre  ce  produit  aussi  abondant  et  aussi  bon  marché. 

Nous  sommes,  au  fait,  en  position  de  dominer  les  marchés  de 
café,  au  lieu  de  nous  soumettre  à  leurs  dictées.  11  suffirait  de  réglet 
les  sorties  de  cet  article  pour  hausser  sa  valeur.  £t  le  café,  le 
cautchouc  et  le  tabac  seuls,  suffissent  par  leur  valeur,  pour  changer 
le  cours  du  change. 

Ceux-ci  ne  sont,  toutefois,  que  des  remèdes  pour  des  crises  tem- 
poraires. Pour  donner  une  vcritabh.'  stabilité  aux  Imanccs  du 
pays,  les  rein  «des  radicaux  pour  cette  situation  sont: 

La  transtormation  de  la  culture  presqu"  exclusive  d'\in  seul  article 
en  celle  de  plusieurs  autres,  et  à  côté  de  la  diminution  de  l'exporta- 
tion du  café,  Taccroisement  de  la  production  du  caoutchouc,  le 
développement  des  cultures  de  soie  et  de  coton,  de  toutes  les  céré- 
ales, de  la  vigne,  de  l'élevage  de  bétail,  des  laitages,  et  la  promotion 
de  la  pèche;  l'encouragement  prudent  de  quelques  manuûctures 
qui  aient  des  éléments  réels  de  vie,  comme  celles  d'étoffes  de 
coton,  de  fruits  et  poissons  en  conserve,  de  laitages,  tanneries  de 
cuirs  et  de  peaux,  tic  chaussures,  menuiseries,  d'articles  de  caout- 
chouc et  de  la  premiere  préparation  de  la  soie,  de  fibres  végétales 
et  d'autres  matières  premières  dont  la  valeur  peut  être  ainsi  aug- 
mentée. 

Une  ibis  l'activité  nationale  dirigée  vers  une  multiplicité  de 
produits,  soit  nécessaires  à  la  consommation  intérieure  soit  deman- 
dés par  les  marchés  étrangers,  la  balance  du  commerce  nous  sera 
de  nouveau  ^vorable,  l'accumulation  des  soldes  correspondra  à 
l'enrichissement  du  pays,  et  en  peu  d'années  le  Gouvernement 
pourra  compléter  le  rachat  du  papier-monnaie  inconvertible  et  y 
substituer  la  monnaie  métallique  et  les  billets  du  Trésor,  payables 
en  or. 

Le  manque  d'un  système  de  banques  comme  il  existe  en  Angle- 
terre ou  aux  Etats- LInis,  et  la  vaste  extension  de  notre  territoire 
privé  encore  de  communications  taciles,  exigent  pour  toutes  les 
transactions  du  commerce,  l'envoi  de  l'argent  lui-même,  et  c'est 
pour  ceci  que  le  papier  monnaie,  par  plus  de  facilité  de  transport, 
figurera  en  plus  grande  proportion  que  celle  qu'il  a  dans  d'autres 
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République  et  lui  décimait  les  forces  régulières,  les  deux  Etats 

les  plus  éloignes  au  nord  du  Brésil,  Fará  et  Amir/onas,  t m rrent 
au  théâtre  de  la  lutte  ses  rorps  de  police,  démontrant  ain>i  leur 
intérêt  pour  la  défense  de  l'Union,  c'est-àdirc,  leur  amour  de  la 
patrie,  grande  et  indivisible. 

Non,  une  nation  animée  par  de  tels  sentiments,  possède  en 
elle-même  tous  les  éléments  de  vitalité  et  de  progrès. 

S. 


ARGENTINE  REPUBLIC. 

EXPOSITIOxN  NATIONALE. 

Le  Bureau  a  reçu  une  annonce  officielle  du  projet  de  la  Répu- 
blique Argentine  {>our  rétablissement  d*une  exposition  nationale 

qui  aura  lieu  dans  la  ville  de  Buenos  Ayres  en  1898.  La  circulaire 
est  en  date  du  18  Juin  1897,  signée  par  le  Ministre  de  l'In- 

térieur, Dr.  N.  OuiRiNO  Costa,  comme  president;  par  Señor 
VicKNTK  L.  Casares,  comme  i^*^  vice-président;  et  par  Señor  Ju  an 
Videla,  comme  2*  vice-président;  et  par  une  commission  composée 
des  plus  importants  citoyens  de  la  République. 

La  commission  dit  que  l'exposition  précédera  celle  qui  aura  lieu 
à  Paris  en  1900,  et  au  nom  du  gouvernement  national,  les  produc- 
teurs du  jîays  sont  invités  à  exposer  leurs  produits.  L'exposition 
sera  inaugurée  le  9  juillet,  et  sa  clôture  aura  lieu  le  9  Octobre  de 
la  même  année. 

La  législature  de  la  province  de  La  l'iata  a  voté  une  somme  de 
$25,000  pour  les  dépenses  de  Tentreprise. 


CHILI. 

COMMERCE  EX  TÉRIEUR  EN  1B95  £T  1896. 

D'après  les  informations  sommaires  qui  viennent  d'être  pu- 
bliées [»ar  ratlnuni^tration  dis  tiouanes,  le  mouv<-inenc  du  com- 
merce extérieur  du  Chili,  évalué  en  dollars  dt;  38  pence,  s'est 
élevé  pendant  les  deux  dernières  années  aux  chiffres  suivants: 
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Lc  salpêtre  entre  à  lui  seul  pour  les  quatre  cinquièmes  dans  la 
diminution  des  esqMMtations,  qui  se  répartit  à  peu  près  conune  suit: 

Salpùtre   $4.o55.  343 

Cuivre  en  barre.   97, 873 

Minerais  d*argeni   95»  351 

Ar^tt-nt  cii  barre   I So.  643 

Bor.itc  de  calcium                                                                         .  .  -  65,  975 

Orge                                                                                              ....  13S,  S65 

Laine    84.698 

Trois  autres  articles  accusent  une  légère  augmentation  durant  la 
même  période,  savoir: 

Blc  $65.363 

Iode.     74.  730 

Semelles   34, 373 


ÍNUÜSTR1K  pu  CUIR. 

Il  est  impossible  de  fixer  la  date  à  laquelle  la  tannerie  a  été 
introduite  au  Chili  ;  toutefois  on  peut  dire  que  les  Espagnols  Tont 
exercée  peu  après  la  conquête.    En  1825,  Guillaume  Porte, 

corroyeur  et  tenneur  de  mérite,  persuadé  par  le  ^oavernement  de 
venir  au  Chili,  s'établit  dans  la  ville  de  Santiago  avec  d'autres 
industriels  français.  Ce  début  marque  le  cuninienct  iiu  nt  de 
l'industrie  dans  la  République.  Depuis  cette  rpcKjue,  la  tannerie 
a  été  presque  exclusivement  exploitée  par  des  Français.  En  i8()o, 
une  colonie  allemande  de  Valdivia  s'établit  au  milieu  d'une  tòrêt, 
où  abondaient  tous  les  arbres  aux  écorces  riches  en  tanin,  et  com- 
mença à  fabriquer  les  cuirs  à  semelles  très  renommés  sous  le  nom 
de  cuirs  de  F Mroia. 

A  partir  de  cette  période  la  tannerie  comme  branche  d'industrie 
est  devenue  très  pnispc  rc,  et  s'est  étendue  de  Santiago  aux  diffé- 
rentes parties  du  pays. 

Quant  à  l'importation  du  cuir  tanné,  on  peut  dire  qu'elle  est  abso- 
lument nulle  en  ce  qui  concerne  le  cuir  à  semelles,  le  pays  se 
livrant  à  l'exportation  de  cet  article.  On  reçoit  quelques  car- 
gaisons de  courroies  fabriquées  en  France,  en  Angleterre,  et  aux 
Etats-Unis,  En  revanche,  le  Chili  importe  de  grandes  quantités 
de  cuirs  à  empeignes,  et  généralement  on  peut  évaluer  l'importa- 
tion des  veaux  cirés,  principalement  de  provenance  firançaise»  à 
800  douzaines  par  mois.  Les  Etats-Unis  ne  se  sont  aucunement 
intéressés  dans  l'industrie  du  cuir  au  Chili,  qui  est  actuellement 
monopolisée  par  des  commerçants  français  et  allemands. 
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lent  en  monnaie  colombienne,  sur  les  cargaisons  de  la  rivière 
Magdalena  à  destination  de  la  Savanne  du  Bogota.  Pour  le 
transport  sur  les  autres  branches  de  la  ligne,  un  tarif  proportionnel 
sera  établi. 

Pour  chaque  période  de  cinq  ans  après  la  mise  en  opération  de 
la  ligne,  la  compagnie  s'oblige  à  réduire  le  tarit;  à  la  fin  de  la 
dixième  année,  il  sera  réduit  de  la  moitié  ou  de  65  marcs  par  tonne 
sur  des  cargaisons  à  destination  directe;  le  tarit  des  cargaisons 
expédiées  par  les  embranchements  sera  établi  d'après  la  distance 
de  transport.  Les  postes  du  Gouvernement  seront  trans[)ortées 
libres  de  trais,  mais  la  propriété  du  Gouvernement  paiera  les  frais 
ordinaires,  la  compagnie  lui  accordant,  dans  tous  les  cas,  la  préfé- 
rence de  l'envoi  immédiat. 

La  concession  peut  être  transférée  en  entier  ou  en  partie  à  une 
troisième  partie,  exceptant  toutefois  aux  nations  étrangères.  A 
l'expiration  de  cinquante  ans  après  l'achèvement  des  travaux,  la 
propriété,  avec  toutes  ses  branches  et  appartenances  en  état  par- 
fait, et  sans  aucune  rémunération,  reviendra  au  Gouvernement  de 
la  Colombie. 


COSTA  RICA— NICARAGUA. 

DÉCISION  ARBITR.ALE  DU  GÉNÉRAL  E.  P.  .ALEXANDER,  INGÉ- 
NIEUR-ARBITRE. 

Le  Bureau  a  reçu  du  Señor  Calvo,  Ministre  Résident  de  Costa 
Rica,  le  texte  de  la  décision  arbitrale  du  Général  P.  Alexan- 
der, nommé  par  le  Président  Cleveland,  Ingénieur-arbitre  pour 
déterminer  la  ligne  tie  démarcation  entre  le  Costa  Rica  et  le 
Nicaragua. 

Les  termes  de  la  convention  pour  la  délimitation  des  frontières 
ont  été  publiés  en  entier  dans  le  Bulletin  Mensuel  pour  le  mois 
d'avril,  1897. 

Juan  del  Norte,  Nicaragua, 

/<*  JO  st-fHembre  iSgj. 

Aux  Comvússtons  de  Limites  Je  Costa-Rica  et  Nicaragua. 

Messieurs:  En  conséquence  des  fonctions  qui  m'ont  été  attribuées  comme 
ingénieur-arbitre  de  vos  deux  commissions,  ayant  le  pouvoir  de  décider  finale- 
ment toute  question  de  différence  qui  pourrait  survenir  pendant  les  travaux 
d'arpentage  pour  la  délimitation  des  frontières  entre  les  deux  Républiques,  j'ai 
étudié  et  considéré  attentivement  tous  les  arguments  pour  et  contre,  les  cartes 
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Le  Nicaragua  devait  garder  le  pouvoir  suprême  sur  toutes  les  eaux  de  la  dice 
voie  maritime  de  commerce,  ?an<(  interruption  îusqu'à  la  mer. 

Il  est  à  rcinarijucr  que  cette  division  implique  nruurcllcmcnr  la  possciMon  par 
le  Nicaragua  de  toutes  le-^  jlcs  de  la  rivière  et  aussi  de  la  rive  gauche  ou  nord- 
OUCît  du  point  cxtrC-nie  {¡iiUiJuinJ  ). 

Cette  diviïiun  iait  que  l.i  ligne  Je  démarcation  (supposant  qu'eue  soit  tracét- 

de  la  descente  de  la  rive  droite  ¿un  point  près  de  Castillo)  traverse  les  afBuents 
du  Colorado  de  même  que  ceux  du  Tauro. 

Elle  ne  peut  suivre  ni  Tun  ni  l'autre,  car  aucun  d'eux  n'est  une  voie  commer- 
ciale«  puisque  ni  l'un  ni  l'autre  n*a  pas  de  port  à  son  embouchure. 

Elle  doit  suivre  l'affluent  restant,  ceint  appelé  le  San  Juan  Inférieur;  passer 
par  son  port  et  se  terminer  à  la  Mer.  La  limite  naturelle  de  cette  ligne  est 
l'extrémité  droite  de  Tembouchure  du  port. 

Ensuite,  remarquons  le  langage  de  la  description  dont  on  se  sert  dans  le  traité 
pour  expliquer  d'où  doit  partir  la  Itpnc,  et  comment  elle  doit  se  diri£»cr,  laissant  ;1 
côté,  pour  l'instant,  le  nom  propre  qui  doit  s'appliquer  au  point  de  départ.  Elle 
doit  partir  "de  l'embouchure  de  la  rivière  de  San  Juan  de  Nicaragua,  et  con- 
tinuer de  suivre  la  rive  droite  de  la  dite  rivière  à  un  point  situé  à  une  distance 
de  trois  (3)  "milles  anglais  de  Castillo  Viejo." 

Evidemment  ce  langage  fiit  soigneusement  considéré  et  précisé,  et  il  n'y  a 
qu'un  point  de  départ  possible  pour  telle  ligne,  et  il  se  trouve  i  l'extrémité  droite 
de  la  baie. 

Enfin  nous  arrivons  au  nom  propre  donné  au  point  de  départ,  "  l'extrémité  de 

Punta  de  Castilla."  Ce  nom,  Punta  de  Castilla,  ne  parait  sur  aucune  des  carte* 
originales  de  la  baie  de  San  Juan,  qui  ont  été  présentées  par  l'une  ou  l'autre 
partie  à  la  controverse,  et  qui  semblent  comprendre  toutes  celles  qui  ont  été 
publiées  avant  ou  après  le  traité.  Ceci  est  un  fait  sienificatif  et  sa  signification 
est  évidente,  i'unta  de  Castilla  a  dû  être  et  a  continué  à  être  un  point  sans 
importance  politique  ou  commerciale. 

Autrement  il  n'aurait  pas  pu  échapper  si  complètement  \  quelque  note  ou 
indication  sur  les  cart^.  Ce  fait  s'accorde  entièrement  avec  les  particularités 
de  la  terre  ferme  et  du  point  extrême  de  la  terre  à  la  droite  de  la  baie. 

Elle  continue  aujourd'hui,  obscure  et  inhabitée,  sauf  par  la  cabane  d'un  pêcheur. 

Mais  l'identification  de  la  localité  est  mise  en  dehors  d'aucune  question  de 
doute  par  la  meqtion  incidentale,  dans  un  autre  article  do  traité  même,  du  nom 

de  Pu  rua  de  Castilla. 

Dans  l'Article  V,  le  Costa  Rica  s'engage  à  permettre  au  Nicaragua  de  se  servir 
temporairement  d'un  côté  du  port  sans  le  paiement  de  droits  de  port,  et  le 
nom  de  Punta  de  Castilla  y  est  clairement  attaché. 

Ainsi,  nous  avons,  en  joignant  l'idée  générale  de  conciliation  au  traité,  la 
description  littérale  en  détail  de  la  ligne,  et  la  vérification  du  nom  appliqué  au 
point  de  départ  p.ir  sa  mention  incidentale  dans  une  autre  partie  du  traité,  et 
par  le  témoignage  unanime  de  tous  les  cartographes  de  toutes  les  nations, 
avant  et  après  le  traité,  en  excluant  ce  nom  de  toutes  les  autres  portions  du  port. 
Ce  fait  paraît  raisonnement  suffisant  sur  le  sujet,  mais  la  situation  paraîtra  plus 
claire  encore,  en  donnant  une  explication  courte  de  la  géographie  locale  et  d'une 
particularité  spéciale  de  cette  baie  de  San  Juan. 
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plus  en  évidence  de  la  baie.  Sur  ce  point  furent  situés  les  quais,  les  magasins,  les 
btircaux,  et?-.,  de  !a  Grande  Compagnie  de  Transit  ilc  \'.i!iderbilt  qui  entretenait 
la  ligne  directe  de  New-York  à  San  hrancisco  pendant  la  fièvre  d'or  des  pre- 
micrcii  années  en  i  >;^o.  Ici  les  vapeurs  de  l'océan  et  des  rivières  se  rencon- 
trèrent et  déchargèrent  leurs  passagers  et  leurs  cargaisons.  Ce  fut  ce  point 
que  cherchèrent  à  obtenir  Walker  et  les  filibusticrs. 

Le  village  de  San  Juan  ne  figure  aucunement  en  comparaison,  et  il  serait  sans 
doute  facile  de  produire  des  centaines  de  références  á  ce  point  comme  Punta 
Arenas,  par  des  officiers  navals  et  diplomatiques  de  toutes  les  principales  nations, 
par  des  résidents  et  fonctionnaires  distingués  et  par  des  ingénieurs  et  arpen* 
teurs  occupés  constamment  de  l'investigation  du  problème  du  canal,  et  par  tous 
ceux  possédant  une  connaissance  personnelle  de  la  localité. 

En  vue  de  toutes  ces  circonstances,  la  jalousie  avec  laquelle  chaque  partie  du 
traité  .1  défini  ce  qu'elle  a  concédé  et  ce  qu'elle  a  gardé,  la  proéminence  ci  « 
l'importance  de  la  localité,  l'unanimité  de  tontes  Ic^  cartes  originales  sur  le  nom, 
et  sa  publicité  universelle,  il  cst  imp()>Mole  à  concevoir  que  le  Nicaragua  ait 
concédé  à  Costa-Rica  ce  territoire  étendu  et  importan:,  et  que  le  représen- 
tant de  ce  dernier  pays  ait  manque  de  laire  paraître  le  nom  de  Punta  Arenas 
dans  aucune  partie  du  traité.  £t  pour  des  raisons  si  similaires,  qu'il  est  inutile 
de  les  répéter,  il  est  aussi  impossible  â  concevoir  que  Costa>Rica  eût  accepté 
comme  limite  le  Taura,  et  que  le  représentant  du  Nicaragua  eût  manqué  entière- 
ment de  faire  paraître  le  nom  de  Taura  dans  aucune  partie  du  traité. 

Ayant  ainsi  désigné  d'une  manière  générale  -la  pointe  de  terre  à  Test  de 
Harbor  Head,  comme  la  location  du  point  de  départ  de  la  ligne  de  démarcation,  il 
devient  nécessaire  maintenant  de  la  spécifier  plus  minuiicusonent,  afín  que  la 
dite  ligne  puisse  être  exactement  déterminée  et  fixée  définitivement.  La  loca- 
tion exacte  du  point  de  départ  est  déterminée  dans  la  décision  du  Président 
Clevfi  xkh,  comme  étant  "l'extrémué  de  Punta  de  C'a?ti!la,  A  l'enihouchurc  de 
la  riv  ière  de  San  Juan  de  Nicaragua,  telles  qu'elles  exi  taiciu  le  iq  av  ril  1S58." 

Une  élude  soigneuse  de  toutes  les  cartes  et  une  comparaison  de  celles  iaitcs 
avant  le  traité  avec  celles  de  date  récente  &ites  par  les  conseils  d'ingénieurs 
et  de  fonctionnaires  de  la  Compagnie  du  Canal,  et  une  d'aujourd'hui  faite  par 
vous-mêmes  pour  accompagner  cette  décision,  rend  très  clair  un  fiút. 

L'endroit  exact  qui  constituait  l'extrémité  de  terre  de  Punta  Castilla,  le  15 
avril  1858,  a  été  depuis  longtemps  emporté  par  la  Mer  des  Caraïbes,  et  il  y  a 
trop  peu  de  conformité  dans  le  rninnur  de  !a  r'îc  des  anciennes  carte?  pojr 
pernierrre  aucune  certitude  sur  revj^o/u ion  de-  distances  ou  de  l.i  dirccticn 
exacte  qui  y  conduit  de  la  présente  cxtrcinitc  de  terre.  L'endroit  se  trou\ait 
au  nord-est,  et  probablement  à  une  distance  entre  six  cents  (600)  et  seize  cents 
(1,600)  pieds,  mais  il  ne  peut  certainement  pas  être  déterminé  maintenant. 

Dans  ces  circonstances,  les  exigences  du  traité  et  de  la  décision  ilu  Président 
CiîviiAM'  seront  mieux  remplies  par  l'adoption  de  ce  qui  est  pratiquement 
l'extrémité  de  terre  aujourd'hui,  ou  l'extrémité  nord-ouest  de  la  terre  ferme, 
à  la  côte  orientale  de  la  lagune  de  Harbor  Head. 

Fn  conséquence,  j'ai  fait  une  inspection  personnelle  du  terrain  et  je  déclare 
que  la  ligne  de  démarcation  se  dirige  comme  suit,  à  savoir:  ^ 

Sa  direction  se  dirigera  du  uord-esc  au  sud-ouest,  à  travers  le  banc  de  sable 
de  la  Mer  des  Caraïbes,  aux  eaux  de  la  lagune  de  Harbor  Head. 
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à  chaque  bout  de  ia  ligne,  bien  construite  et  pourvue  de  tout  ce 
qui  est  nécessaire  pour  assurer  un  bon  service.  Il  sera  construit  à 
San  José  une  usine  possédant  les  machines  et  appareils  pour  la 
réparation  du  matériel  roulant.  Une  gare  secondaire  sera  ronstruite 
dans  ce  port,  l  ne  remise  de  locomotives  sera  construite  à  la 
capitale,  avec  une  capacite  pour  quatre  machines  et  les  plaques 
tournantes  correspondantes. 

La  ligne  doit  être  équipée  de  quatre  locomotives  de  passagers 
et  de  fret,  de  40  tonnes  chacune;  deux  de  28  tormes  chacune;  six 
wagons  de  passagers  de  première  classe,  six  wagons  de  passagers 
de  seconde  classe;  vingt  wagons  de  fret  et  de  bagages,  et  quarante 
wagons  ouverts. 

Les  locomotives  et  les  wagons  seront  construits  d'après  le  sys- 
tème amcricain. 

Une  lip^ne  téjégrapliique,  avec  ses  bureaux  correspondants, 
devra  suivre  la  longueur  totale  de  la  ligne. 

L'entrepreneur  s*engage  à  commencer  les  travaux  de  con<?rrnc- 
tion  de  la  ligne  dans  un  délai  de  six  mois  à  partir  de  l'approbation 
ñnale  du  contrat,  et  dans  les  trente  mois  suivants  il  devra  donner 
livraison  de  la  ligne  complètement  terminée  au  Gouvernement, 
avec  tous  ses  accessoires. 

Comme  garantie  de  l'exécution  de  ce  contrat,  Tentrepreneur 
devra  déposer  au  IVésor  National,  dans  un  délai  de  soixante  jours 
après  l'approbation  définitive  di:  ce  contract  par  le  Congrès  Cons- 
titutionnel, un  bon,  garanti  {)ar  l'American  Surrty  Company  of 
New  York,  pour  la  somme  de  $30,000  en  or  iks  Etats-Unis,  et 
si  le  Gouvernement  le  prêterait,  la  somme  de  $30,000  en  argent 
comptant. 

A  l'égard  du  bon  de  garantie  de  $30,000  en  or  des  Etats-Unis, 
ou  de  $30,000  en  argent  comptant,  suivant  le  cas,  l'entrepreneur 
perdra  le  montant  de  cette  somme  et  ne  pourra  faire  aucune  récla- 
mation dans  les  cas  suivants: 

1"  Au  cas  où  les  travaux  ne  seraient  pas  cominencés  dans  les 
six  mois  qui  suivront  l'approbation  définitive  du  contrat  par  le 
Congrès  Constitutionnel  : 

2"*  Au  cas  où  les  travaux  seraient  suspendus,  après  qu'ils  ont  été 
commences,  pendant  une  période  consécutive  de  trois  mois  au 
moins,  pourvu  que  cette  interruption  ne  soit  survenue  par  suite  de 
causes  imprévues  ou  par  force  majeure  dûment  constatées. 
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ÉQUATEUR. 

CONTRAT  DE  CHEMIN  DE  FER. 

Lf:  journal  officiel  de  la  R<pul)li(juc,  Le  "  Registro  Otícial"  assure 
que  1(!  Gouvernement  de  TEquarcur  vient  de  conclure  un  contrat 
avec  M.  Archkr  Har.mav,  de  New  York,  représentant  un  syndi- 
cat composé  de  capitalistes  des  Etats-Unis,  pour  la  construction 
d'un  chemin  de  ter  de  Guayaquil  à  Quito.  La  lettre  suivante, 
écrite  par  M.  Harmon  au  Président  Alfaro,  suffira  pour  montrer 
la  grandeur  de  Tentreprise,  les  dépenses  totales  étant  estimées  à 
$17,532,000. 

l^irtant  cic  Quito  à  une  elevation  de  9,350  pieds  au-dessus  du  niveau  de  ia 
in«r,  la  ligne  desservira  Santa  Rosa,  à  une  élévation  de  9,986  pieds.  Quclcjucs 
milles  plus  loin,  la  ligne,  après  avoir  traversé  une  région  très  découpée,  arrivera 
à  Tambillo,  à  une  élévation  de  8,250  pieds.  Puis,  traversant  une  région  égale- 
ment découpée  et  escarpée,  elle  atteindra  une  élévation  de  1 1,980  pieds.  De  ce 
point,  la  ligne  redescendra  à  San  Miguel,  à  une  altitude  de  8,304  pieds,  d*où 
elle  remontera  à  une  altitudes  de  9,800  pieds.  Le  prochain  point  á  traverser  sera 
Ambato  à  une  élévation  de  8,100  pieds;  de  ce  puiiu  hauteurs  du  Chimbo- 
ra/o  seront  traversées  à  une  altitude  de  12,500  pieds.  Ensuite  la  ligne  descen- 
dra et  remontera  à  des  altitudes  de  10,4.60  et  vk*  3  i.í^oo  pieJ--  respectivement, 
jusiju'  A  Guamote,  A  une  élévation  de  10,480  pieds.  Le  urrain  qui  sera  tra- 
versé, tant  en  remontant  qu'en  descendant  'es  différentes  hauteurs,  est  excessive- 
ment escarpé  et  il  sera  nécessaire  dans  plusieurs  endroits  de  traverser  Je»  rivières, 
dont  quelques-unes  sont  déjà  très  importantes.  Je  ne  connais  aucune  autre 
ligne  au  monde  qui  traverse  aussi  fréquemment  de  si  grandes  hauteurs,  ou  des 
terrains  aussi  difficiles  et  découpés  et  qui  rencontre  dans  son  chemin  t.ant  de 
courants  et  de  rivières.  Suivant  mes  calculs,  il  sera  nécessaire  de  construire 
830  ponts  sur  toute  l'étendue  de  la  ligne,  dont  quelques-uns  auront  un  diamètre 
d'arche  de  500  pieds. 

Le  chemin  de  ter  devra  être  achevé  dans  un  délai  de  six  ans 
d'à  partir  de  la  date  du  conimenceinent  des  travaux,  qui  aura  lieu 
cette  année»cL  La  concession  accorde  à  la  compagnie,  le  chemin 
de  ter  existant  de  Guayaquil  à  l'intérieur,  une  distance  de  65 
milles;  cette  ligne  fera  partie  de  la  nouvelle  voie  ferrée.  Comme 
garantie  de  l'exécution  de  leurs  obligations,  la  compagnie  devra 
déiK>ser  avec  le  gouvernement  la  somme  de  $520,000.  La 
longueur  totale  de  la  ligne  sera  d'environ  650  kilomètres,  au  coût 
moyen  de  $27,000  en  or  pour  chaque  kilomètre. 
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de  Taddition  du  coton  brut  pour  la  manufacture  nationale,  ont 

atteint  le  chiffre  eleve  de  $972,000. 

La  demande  de  charbon  et  de  coke  augmente  constamment 
d'année  en  anne'e  en  vue  du  développement  remarquable  des 
entreprises  industrielles  dans  le  pays.  En  1896  les  importations 
de  CCS  articles  ont  dépassé  celles  de  1895  de  plus  de  50,000  tonnes^ 
une  grande  partie  de  cet  excès  provenant  des  K tats-  U  n is.  On  peut 
se  rendre  compte  de  la  grande  activité  dans  l'industrie  manuíãctup* 
îère  du  coton  mexicain  du  £ut  que,  bien  que  la  récolte  dans  la 
République  en  1896  ait  été  meilleure  qu*à  l'ordinaire,  les  importa- 
tions du  matériel  brut  ont  dépassé  de  30,000  quintaux,  celles  de 
l'année  antérieure  et  que  la  consommation  totale  du  coton  brut 
employé  dans  les  ñlatures  de  coton  a  dépassé  470,000  quintaux. 

Pour  les  cotonnades  à  la  pièce,  Tévaluation  de  iS^Ocst  en  excès 
de  $486,000  de  celle  pour  1895,  mais  puisque  ce  matériel  sert  pres- 
que exclusivement  pour  les  vêtements  des  classes  pauvres,  sa  vente 
a  été  atteinte  par  le  prix  élevé  des  denrées  alimentaires,  et  un 
stock  considérable  s'est  accumulé  dans  les  magasins.  On  peut  se 
former  une  idée  de  la  consommation  dans  la  République  de  ces 
articles,  d'après  les  données  officielles  qui  représentent  la  production 
des  fabriques  nationales  d'avoir  été  de  260,000,000  verges,  à  laquelle 

11  faut  ajouter  environ  60,000,000  verges  de  cotonnades  importées. 

Les  importations  de  toiles  de  lin  montrent  une  évaluation  totale 
de  $694,330,  qui  accusent  une  augmentation  de  $141,305  sur 
celles  de  l'année  antérieure.    Il  y  a  une  diminution  d'à  peu  près 

12  pour  cent  au  compte  des  lainagí  s  qui  ne  peut  s'expliquer  que 
par  l'amélioration  dans  la  qualité  des  étoffes  de  fabrique  nationale. 

La  plus-value  dans  les  importations  du  fer  et  de  l'acier  est  frap- 
pante, s'élevant  à  $1,965,582,  soit  une  augmentation  de  presque 
70  pour  cent  par  comparaison  aux  données  de  1895,  démontrant 
une  activité  exceptionnelle  dans  la  construction  et  l'amélioration 
de  travaux  d'une  utilité  permanente  au  pays.  Plus  de  la  moitié  de 
cette  plus-value,  ou  environ  $1,064,000,  porte  principalement  sur 
les  impori<itions  de  rails  enacier  et  sur  les  traverses,  et  le  reste  peut 
se  distribuer  à  peu  près  comme  suit:  Tuyaux  en  ter,  $208,980; 
plaques  en  ier  ridé  et  poteaux  en  fer  pour  la  toiture,  $87480; 
clous,  vis  et  rivets,  $72,900;  fer  en  plaques,  en  cercle  ou  en  barre 
$53460;  instruments  agricoles,  $48^600;  acier  en  barre  pour 
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sont  les  comestibles  et  les  provisions^  qui  ont  augmenté  de 
$2,018,154  à  $5,082,920.  Dans  cette  dernière  somme,  la  valeur 
du  maïs  importé  aux  Etats-Unis,  dont  on  a  déjà  parlé,  compte  pour 
environ  $2,187,000. 

L'importation  des  bois  et  de  ses  manufactures  a  augincntt'  trrs 
sensiblement,  la  valeur  en  1895  étant  de  $549,584,  tandis  qu'en 
1896  elle  s'est  élcvt'e  à  $2,054,483.  Cette  augmentation  est  due 
en  grande  partie  aux  bois  scies  de  construction. 

Un  autre  article  d'importance  est  celui  des  voitures  et  autres 
véhicules,  parmi  lesquels  sont  compris  les  wagons  de  chemins  de 
fer,  dont  les  importations  se  sont  élevées  de  $166,324  en  1895  à 
$959494  en  1896. 

Les  autres  ckusifications  d'articles  qui  demandent  une  attention 
particulière  à  cause  de  la  valeur  représentée  et  l'augmentation 
constiitée  dans  le  total  de  leurs  importations  sont,  par  l'ordre  de 
leur  importance  :  Ciment,  tuiles,  briques  rétrat  taires,  cuivre,  airain, 
et  zinc;  articles  en  terre  et  verrerie;  articles  en  cuir,  dont  l'ensemble* 
en  1896  représentait  une  valeur  de  $3,6684.11  contre  $2,048,247 
en  1895. 

La  nature  des  exportations  du  Mexique  a  changé  considérable- 
ment pendant  Tannée  1896^  une  diminution  de  presque  50  pour 
cent  s'étant  fût  sentir  dans  les  exportations  de  cafê,  tandis  que  la 
grande  augmentation  dans  les  exportations  d'or  et  d'argent,  aussi 
bien  que  dans  les  bois  de  teintures,  le  cuivre,  les  bois  d'ébénisterie 
et  le  tabac,  a  plus  que  rétabli  l'équilibre.  Les  chiffres  officiels 
placent  la  valeur  totale  des  exportations  à  $2,197,000  de  plus  que 
pour  i  année  antérieure.  Les  prod\iits  miniers  constituent,  comme 
à  l'ordinaire,  une  grande  partie  des  exj^Mjrtations,  s'élevant  à  70 
pour  cent  du  total,  dû  aux  exportations  de  l'or,  de  l'argent,  du 
cuivre  et  du  plomb.  L'industrie  minière  a  soulevé  beaucoup 
d'intérêt,  et  plusieurs  nouvelles  mines  ont  été  ouvertes  dans  les 
Etats  de  Oaxaca  et  de  Mexico^  aussi  bien  qu'à  Sonora.  Du  total 
de  l'or  exporté,  presque  85  pour  cent  ont  été  sous  forme  de  bouil- 
lons d'or,  et  le  reste  se  compose  d'un  peu  de  monnaie  et  quelques 
minerais  d'or  expédiés,  pour  la  plupart,  de  la  côte  occidentale  à 
San  Francisco  pour  le  triage. 

En  1896,  la  valeur  de  l'ar^xent  expédié  du  Mexique  pendant  un 
an  a  atteint  le  plus  gros  chitiVe,  soit,  au  cours  moyen  du  change 


Digitized  by  Gov.^v..^ 


image 
not 
a  vailable 


1058 


# 

BUREAU  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


SOUS  le  rapport  dt*  la  quantité  et  de  la  valeur,  et  le  prix  moyen  des 
bois  d<'  Teintures  a  été  en  somme  plus  élevé  qu'en  1895,  avec  une 
augmentation  considérable  dans  la  quantité  exportée. 

Les  exportations  de  bétail  sur  pied,  quoique  trois  fois  plus 
grandes  que  celles  de  1894^  accusent  une  diminution  en  comparai- 
son des  données  de  1895;  le  chifire  total  des  exportations  pour 
1896  étant  de  184,713,  y  compris  les  bêtes  à  comes,  les  moutons, 
les  porcs,  les  chevaux,  les  mulets  et  les  ânes.  Pendant  les  deux 
années  sous  considération,  le  plomb  est  resté  statíonnaire,  ú  on 
excepte  une  légère  augmentation  de  la  valeur. 

Le  prix  des  peaux  de  chèvres  et  des  cuirs  de  bœufs,  dans  le 
marché  à  New  York  a  été  un  peu  moins  élevé  qu'en  1895,  et  ce 
fait,  pris  en  conjonction  avec  la  grande  exportation  de  bétail  sur 
pied  des  Etats  au  nord  de  la  République  pendant  les  deux  demi- 
ères  années,  explique  la  diminution  dans  la  valeur  de  ces  articles 
en  1896,  qui  toutefois  n'a  pas  été  de  plus  de  10  pour  cent 

Tandis  que  les  données  pendant  les  deux  dernières  années  pour 
le  tabac  manuÊuituré  sont  substantiellement  les  mêmes,  la  grande 
augmentation  dans  les  exportations  du  tabac  en  feuilles,  s'élevant 
à  1,070,413  livres  en  excès  de  l'année  antérieure,  accuse  une 
évaluation  totale  sur  les  exportations  de  tabac  de  toute  epèce  de 
$240,016  en  excès,  soit  plus  de  30  pour  cent  d'augmentation  pour 
l'année  1896.  La  rareté  croissante  du  tabac  cubain,  donne  un 
plus  grand  essor  à  l'industrie  du  Mexique,  et  il  y  a  tout  lieu 
d'espérer  une  augmentation  considérable  dans  l'exportation  de  cet 
article  dans  le  cours  des  deux  ou  trois  ans  prochains. 

La  gomme  de  chicle  qui  ne  demande  que  très  peu  de  préparation 
pour  être  mise  en  vente,  a  attiré  dernièrement  beaucoup  d'atten- 
tion, avec  le  résultat  "que  les  exportations  en  1896  ont  dépassé  de 
près  de  1,000,000  livres,  celles  de  l'année  antérieur.  Tou'-efois,  en 
conséquence  de  cette  production  énorme,  il  y  a  eu  une  diminution 
notable  dans  le  prix. 

La  valeur  des  bois  d'ébénisterie  exportés  en  1896  a  rrr  de 
$478,948  contre  $328,906  en  1895,  l'augmentation  portant  prin- 
cipalement sur  le  cèdre. 

La  vanille  montre  une  diminution  considérable  dans  la  quan- 
tité exportée,  mais  cette  diminution  a  été  en  grande  partie  dé- 
dommagée par  la  hausse  du  prix,  et  les  mêmes  conditions  sont 
constatées  dans  les  expéditions  de  haricots. 
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qualité  supérieure;  on  prepare  aux  usines  un  pétrole  pour  l'éclai- 
rage, et  les  cabotiers  et  les  locomotives  de  quelques  lignes  péru- 
viennes se  servent  du  pcuuic  des  puits  comme  combustible. 


VENEZUELA. 

DROITS  DE  gUAYAGE  AU  PORT  DE  MARACAÏBO. 

Le  consul  des  Etats-Unis,  M.  E.  H.  Plumachbr,  a  infi>nné  le 
Département  d'Etat  que  les  travaux  de  construction  des  nouveaux 

quais  à  Maracaïbo  ont  été  terminés,  et  que  la  douane  est  à 

moitié  finie.  Le  consul  envoie  en  même  temps  une  copie  du 
nouveau  tarif  de  port,  etc.,  au  Maracaïbo,  qui  est  le  suivant* 

Jmp4Vtation,—^?Qixt  le  débarquement  au  quai,  le  transport  i  la  doiMfie,  l'em- 
magasinage dans  ses  entrepôts,  le  transfert  à  la  salle  d'inspection,  le  pesage,  le 
transport  aux  établissements  commerciaux,  et  l'emmagasinage  de  toute  mar- 
chandise et  de  tout  produit  provenant  de  ports  étrangers  ou  nationaux,  autres 
que  ceux  du  lac  du  Maracaïbo,  il  sera  perçu  un  impôt  de  un  bolivar  vingt  cen- 
times sur  cliai^uc  loo  kilogrammes,  poids  brut. 

Pour  le  débarquement  au  quai  et  l'expédition,  le  transport  aux  maîsoiu  de 
commerce  et  l'emmagasinage  de  toute  marchandise,  de  tout  produit,  et  d'autres 
articles  provenant  des  ports  du  lac  de  Maracaïbo  et  des  rivières  qui  débouchent 
dans  ce  lac,  il  sera  perçu  un  impôt  de  6$  centimes  sur  chaque  loo  kilogrammes, 

poids  brut. 

Exportation. — Pour  la  réception  â  une  maison  commerciale,  le  transport  au 
quai,  le  pesage,  l'emmagasinage  dans  ce  quai  de  toute  marchandise,  de  tout  pro- 
duit et  d'articles  n  destination  de  ports  étrangers  ou  nationaux  autres  que  ceux 
du  lac  de  Maracaïbo,  il  sera  per(u  un  impôt  de  65  centimes  sur  chaque  100 
kilogrammes,  jioicls  brut. 

Impüi'tuiions  ¿n  ttdttsit  pour  la  Colombie. — Pour  le  débarquement  au  quai, 
le  transport  à  la  douane,  le  pesage  et  l'inspection,  l'emmagasinage  dans  les 
entrepôts  de  transît  de  toute  marchandise,  de  tout  produit  et  d'autres  articles 
provenant  de  n'importe  quel  port,  il  sera  perçu  un  impôt  de  90  centimes  sur 
chaque  100  kilogrammes,  poids  brut* 

Bagoge, — ^Pour  le  débarquement  au  quû,  le  transport  i  la  douane,  et  de  li  â 
la  maison  du  possesseur,  le  tarif  sur  les  bagages  sera  le  suivant: 

Pour  chaque  colis  qui  pèse  jusqu'à  20  kilogrammes  50  centimes. 

Pour  chaque  colis  qui  pèse  de  21  à  70  kilogrammes   i  bolivar. 

Pour  chaque  colis  qui  pèse  de  71  à  100  Icilogrammes   9  boUvait. 

Les  bagages  qui  pèsent  plus  de  100  kilogrammes  paieront  au  taux  de  50  cen- 
times pour  chaque  50  kilogrammes  d'excès  de  poids  brut. 

Les  taux  ci-dc'sus  indiqués  sont  pour  les  bagages  devant  être  transportés 
dans  les  maisons  de  la  ville.  Quand  ils  seront  destinés  aux  environs,  le  pnx  de 
transport  sera  fixé  par  les  parties  intéressées. 
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économique  de  1895  à  1896,  on  a  exporté  2,629  colis  pesant 
21 1,319  ktlog^  d'une  valeur  de  1 ,4 1 5,668  bolivars.  * 

Les  procédés  employés  généralement  pour  la  récolte  de  la  fève 
tonka  amènent  la  destruction  des  plantes,  aussi  le  gouvernement 
u-t  il  dû  prendre  des  mesures  pour  la  protection  des  "sarrapiales" 
situées  sur  le  territoire  de  la  nation.  Dernièrement  des  concessions 
ont  été  données  dans  la  région  du  Caura,  pour  l'exploitation  de  ce 
produit  et  la  culture  du  terrain  où  serait  surtout  semée  la  *'sarrapia."' 

L'extrait  résineux  de  copahu  provient  du  "copaifera  officio- 
nalis"  connu  ici  sous  le  nom  de  **cabima"  ou  "cambimba."  Il 
sort  de  l'arbre,  sous  forme  d'huile  noirâtre,  d'une  odeur  très  agréable. 
Cet  arbre  se  rencontre  à  l'état  sauvage,  dans  les  bots  de  TOrénoque» 
dans  les  forêts  de  l'est  du  Venezuela,  et  dans  le  bassin  de  la 
lagune  de  Maracaïbo.  L'exportation  de  copahu  pendant  l'année 
1895-9Ò  a  atteint  17,716  kilog.,  valant  43,220  bolivars.  Plus  du 
tiers  a  été  employé  aux  Etats-Unis  du  Nord 

Le  caoutchouc  abonde  dans  les  bois  de  l'est  du  Venezuela  et 
principalement  dans  les  grandes  forêts  de  TOrénoque.  L'extraction 
de  cette  matière,  jusqu'ici  primitive,  amène  la  rapide  destruction 
de  cette  richesse  naturelle,  et  le  Gouvernement  s'est  vu  dans  l'obli- 
gation de  prendre  des  mesures  très  sévères  en  vue  de  sa  conserva- 
tion, de  sorte  que  maintenant  l'extraction  du  suc  se  fait  sans 
causer  la  mort  de  l'arbre.  Les  caoutchoucs  les  plus  estimés  dans 
le  commerce  sont  ceux  dans  la  composition  desquels  entre  le  suc 
du  "hevea  brasiliensis"  et  du  "mimusops  globosa;"  ces  deux 
espèces  abondent  dans  les  forets  vénézuéliennes.  Ces  produits, 
comme  bien  d'autres  du  territoire  vénézuélien  limitrophe  du  Brésil, 
les  fibres  du  palmier  destinées  à  la  labrication  des  balais,  et  les  noix 
de  Rio  Negro,  plus  souvent  appelées  châtaignes  du  Brésil,  sont 
considérés  comme  originaires  de  cette  République,  leur  exportation 
se  faisant  surtout  par  le  port  de  Pará.  Ën  1895-96*  les  quantités 
de  caoutchouc  exportées  par  Ciudad-Bolivar  et  Maturin,  se  sont 
élevées  à  65,332  kilog.,  d'une  valeur  de  324,041  bolivars.  D'après 
le  mémoire  du  Ministre  de  Hacienda  de  1897,  il  a  encore  été 
exporté  14^,32:^  kilojj;.  de  gutta-percha,  valant  179,688  bolivars. 
Les  incisions  tlans  l'arbre  à  caoutchouc  peuvent  se  faire  des  qu'il 
a  atteint  sa  troisième  année.    On  ne  peut  calculer,  même  approxi- 

*  I  boliw  équivant  i  franc. 
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â  sept  milliiMi  de  livres  sterling  environ.  L'évatuadon  de  la  graine  de  lin  est 
de  deux  millions  de  livres  sterling  environ.  Le  prix  du  blé  a  augmenté  de 
neuf  dollars  par  100  kilos,  au-dessus  de  la  valeur  pour  la  même  période  de  l'année 
dernière^  quand  le  prix  courant  était  de  sept  dollars. 

BRÉSIL. 

B^ruttons  de  o«,at.      ^  exportations  de  caoutchouc  de  la  ré^on  de  l'Ama^ 
^^oan,  2one  pendant  le  mois  d*Août  dernier,  ont  été,  d'après  les 

chiffres  officiels,  de  1,008,458  kilogrammes.  Presque  le  tiers  de  ce  total  a  été 
expédié  aux  Etats-Unis  (636,258  kilogrammes),  et  372,200  kilogrammes  ont  été 
exportés  aux  ports  européens. 

CHILL 

FmMq^deFildeFtrMd*      Les  informations  rcçucsdc  Valparaiso  annoncent  qu'un 

représentant  d'un  syndicat  français  est  maintenant  au 
Chili  en  vue  d'établir  dans  cette  ville,  sur  une  grande  échelle,  une  fabrique  de  fil 
de  fer  et  de  clous. 

Le  Chargé  d'affaires  de  France  à  Santiago  a  commu- 
niqué à  àon  Gouvernement,  dans  un  rapport  récent,  les 
entreprises  industrielles  qui,  à  son  avis,  bénéficieraient  le  plus  les  capitalistes 
étrangers.  Il  énumère  les  industries  des  tbsus,  du  vêtement,  de  la  chaussure,  des 
denrées  alimentaires,  et  toutes  celles  qui  procèdent  de  la  métallurgie  du  fer,  du 
cuivre  et  de  l'argent,  comme  des  placements  avantageux  pour  le  capital  étranger. 

MEXIQUE. 

Le  Ministre  Limantour,  du  Département  des  Finances 
du  Gouvernement  mexiciùn,  vient  de  publier  une  circu- 
laire ajant  rapport  â  l'évaluation  donnée,  dans  les  factures  consulaires,  aux  mar- 
chandises  destinées  i  l'importation  dans  la  République  du  Mexique.  Les  con- 
suls sont  sollidtés  á  envoyer  au  Département  un  rapport  sur  la  valeur  actudle  des 
marchandises,  et  la  proportion  de  la  moins-value  qu'ils  croient  avmr  été  déclarée 
dans  les  factures*  Les  commerçants  expédiant  des  marchandises  à  ce  pays  sont 
prévenus  que  cette  habitude  de  feire  déprécier  la  valeur  des  marchandises  ne 
i>énéñcie  que  très  peu  les  consignataires,  puisque  les  droits  d'importation  ne  sont 
pas  établis  sur  une  base  ad  valorem. 

DiMloppament  Indnitriel  «rt     Le  Consul  S1.MMONS,  à  Piedras  Négras  estime  la  récolte 
Agricole.  Ju  coton  du  Mexique,  pour  l'année  1897,  à  5,000  kilos.;  il 

constate  aussi  que  la  perspective  des  récoltes  de  maïs,  de  blé  et  de  haricots,  est 
bonne.  Le  développement  des  terrains  houillers  se  poursuit  avec  rapidité,  et 
cette  industrie  prend  des  proportions  étendues.  Le  rendement  par  mois  de  la 
Fuente  Coal  Company  est  de  15,000  tonnes  environ,  et  celui  de  la  compagnie 
Alama  and  Coahuila  d'environ  30,000  tonnes.  Ces  compagnies  fournissent  de  la 
houille  i  la  compagnie  du  Chemin  de  Fer  du  Pacifique  du  Nord,  au  Texas,  et  elles 
ont  étendu  le  marché  deleters  ventes  au  système  du  Pacifique,  à  l'ouest d'fil  Paso. 
Les  compagnies  sont  composées  d' Américams,  et  le  capital  américain  est  employé 
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sur  le  cats.  En  1896,  les  recettes  en  gros,  du  chemin  de  fer,  se  sont  élevées  à 
^00,000  en  argent,  et  les  dépenses  d'exploitation  ont  été  de  $3 1 0,000 ;  cette 
dernière  somme  étant  plus  grande  qu'à  l'ordinaire  à  cause  des  améliorations  qui 

ont  été  faites. 

La  lirrne  va  Je  Gr;in.'ula  à  M-matriia,  capitale  cîe  la  République,  puis  fliit  la 
traversée  par  eau  du  l.ic  cic  Managua,  et  ensuite  s'étend  jusqu'à  Corinto  sur  Ic 
littoral  du  Pacifique,  soit  une  longueur  totale  de  122  milles. 

PÉROU. 

  D'après  des  données  recueilles  par  un  récent  voyageur 

La  B4|im  «  Pérou,  la  ré^on  du  Perené  est  riche  au-delà  de  l'ima- 

gination, offrant  à  l'émigrant  d'immenses  forêts  de  bois  précieux^  et  un  sol 
excellent  pour  la  culture  du  café.  Une  estimation  à  l'égard  de  Tindustrie  café- 
ière  montre  qu'un  placement  de  38,000  à  40,000  soles  *pour  frais  d'établisse* 
ment,  et  de  3,100  soles  additionnels  pour  faire  face  aux  dépenses  d'exploitation 
rapporterait  4,910  soles  de  recettes  nettes.  A  Londres,  le  caft  du  Perené  se 
vend  à  un  prix  plus  élevé  que  celui  du  Chanchamayo;  le  prix  du  café  range  de  tt 
à  110  schellings  par  sac.  Le  nombre  total  de  caféiers  dans  cette  région  est 
1,305,000,  dont  on  fait,  en  ce  moment,  la  récolte. 

BmttM  Reçw  d» la  Tas*  vaxc  imposée  sur  le  sel  et  destinée  au  paiement  de 

TnpoaSe mr  1« M.  rançon  des  province?  de  Tacna  et  d'Arica,  a  atteint, 

pendant  les  onze  mois  à  partir  du  icr  août  au  30  juin  la  somme  totale 

de  458,678  soles.  Après  la  réduction  des  dépenses  d'administration,  il  reste 
encore  288,8 1 9  soles.  Le  Gouvernement  espère  recevoir,  pendant  l'année  1 897, 
la  somme  de  400,000  soles.  La  loi  qui  a  créé  cette  taxe  a  été  promulguée  le  1 1 
janvier  1896. 

ETATS-UNIS. 

Baampileii   dM  YalnMos    Le  12  novembre  1807,  le  Président  des  Etats-Unis  « 
MtaoMüu  dn  PalMiMnl  dM 

Droits  de  Tonnage.  promulgué  un  décret,  en  vertu  duquel  les  vapeurs  et  les 
voiliers  mexicains  sur  lest,  allant  aux  Etats-Unis  en  vue  de  faire  la  pêche  sur 
la  cote,  ou  d'embarquer  et  de  transporter  des  passagers  et  la  malle,  on  de 
décharger  du  bétail,  du  huis  ou  tout  autre  produit  de?  Ktats-Uni?,  et  se  diritreant 
directement  aux  ports  ouverts  au  commerce,  añn  que  ces  produits  puissent  être 
expédiés  â  leur  destination,  sont  exempts  du  psûement  des  droits  de  tonnage 
imposés  par  les  lob  des  Etats-Unis. 

VENEZUELA. 

Le  journal  "  The  l'anama  Star  and  Herald"  annonce 
qu'une  compagnie  brésilienne  de  Pari  vient  d'envoyer 
un  représentant  à  Caracas  en  vue  de  faire  des  arrangements  pour  le  transport 
régulier  de  bétûl  vénézuélien  au  Brésil.  On  rapporte  que  cet  agent  a  conclu  un 
contrat  pour  l'expédition  mensuelle  de  800  têtes  de  bétail,  l'exportation  se  &ts«at 
alternativement  par  Puerto  Cabello  et  le  district  de  l'Orénoque. 

*Le  sul  équivant  à  0.412  en  monnaie  des  Etats-Unis. 
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Jusqu'ici  cette  compagnie  a  acheté  son  bétail  de  la  République  Argentine, 
mais  les  avantages  en  faveur  du  changement  sont  évidents,  quand  on  considère 
que  la  distance  des  ports  argentins  au  Pará  demande  trente  jours  pour  le  trans- 
port, pendant  que  la  route  allant  à  Puerto  Cabello  ne  se  trouve  qu'à  six  ou  huit 
jours  de  distance  de  cette  ville.  Cette  compagnie  possède  deux  vapeurs  spéciale- 
ment équipés  pour  le  transport  du  bétail  sur  pied. 

Le  "Star  and  Herald  "  ajoute:  On  croit  avec  raison  que  le  Venezuela,  et  sur- 
tout le  district  d'Aragua,  est  destiné  à  devenir  prochamement  le  pourvoyeur  de 
bétail  pour  le  Brésil  septentrional  et  les  Antilles. 

Des  communications  reçues  au  Département  d'Etat, 

l«c  b^nxTo  ot  le  ulndotix. 

du  Consul  Proskauer.  à  Puerto  Cabello,  donnent  des 
informations  relatives  aux  importations  du  beurre  et  du  saindoux  américains 
dans  le  Venezuela,  qui  indiquent  que  le  commerce  de  ces  articles  aux  Etats- 
Unis  ne  reçoit  pas  l'attention  qui'il  mérite.  Il  constate  que  du  30  juin  1896 
au  30  juin  1897,  d'une  importation  totale  de  83,276  kilos,  17,866  kilos 
seulement  sont  accrédités  aux  Etats-Unis.  Le  beurre  danois,  qui  est  la  seule 
importation  provenant  du  Danemark,  est  largement  consommé,  mais  comme  il 
est  expédié  de  Hambourg,  il  passe  pour  exportation  allemande,  et  son  prix  de 
vente  en  détail  range  de  34^!^  cents  à  4.0  cents  par  livre.  Il  est  très  estimé  à 
cause  de  la  manière  excellente  de  l'emballage.  Le  beurre  provenant  des  Etats- 
Unis  a  malheureusement  une  très  mauvaise  réputation  au  Venezuela,  étant 
emballé  sans  soins  et  mal  déclaré  dans  les  factures. 

Le  Consul  Proskauf.r  considère  qu'à  ces  défauts  sont  dus  principalement  les 
règlements  sévères,  récemment  établis,  relatifs  aux  analyses  chimiques  pour 
constater  sa  pureté,  qui  ont  été  publiés  en  détail  à  la  page  764  du  Bulletin  du 
mois  de  novembre.  Des  infractions  de  la  loi  telles  que  la  déclaration  dans  la 
facture  comme  "purs,"  d'articles  "impurs,"  entraîneront  non  seulement  la  con- 
fiscation, mais  en  plus,  le  paiement  en  double  du  droit  fixé  par  le  Gouvernement. 
Puerto  Cabello  est  aussi  un  port  d'entrée  important  pour  le  saindoux  consommé 
dans  la  République,  et  on  estime  que  pour  l'exercice  de  1896-1897,  500,117 
kilogrammes  ont  passé  par  la  douane.  Cet  article  venant  des  Etats-Unis  est 
soumis  aux  mêmes  règlements  que  ceux  établis  pour  le  beurre,  et  malgré  le  désir 
des  fonctionnaires  pour  élargir  notre  commerce,  ils  ne  peuvent  rien  sans  la 
coopération  consciencieuse  des  expéditeurs. 

Le  Consul  Plumacher  écrit  de  Maracaïbo,  sous  date  du 

Cliktlflcauona  de  tarif.  •       1       1  / 

8  et  du  10  octobre,  et  transmet  des  copies  des  décrets  du 
Trésor,  contenant  les  classifications  de  tarif  de  produits  étrangers  importés  dans 
le  Venezuela,  qui  en  ont  été  jusqu'ici  exclus.  Les  cotonnades  mélangées  avec 
de  la  soie  artificielle,  le  coton  de  ramie,  ou  les  tissus  mélangés  avec  de  la  ramie, 
sont  placés  dans  la  classe  7me  ;  les  articles  de  cette  classe  sont  soumis  à  une 
taxe  de  5  bolivars  par  kilogramme,  et  de  96^^  cents  par  z.2046  livres.  Le  miné- 
ral dont  on  se  sert  dans  la  fabrication  du  gaz  acétylène  est  placé  dans  la  classe 
ire,  libre  de  droits.  Le  tabac  et  les  cigarettes  manufacturés  paient  4  bolivars 
par  kilogramme,  équivalent  a  77.2  cents  par  2.2046  livres.  Les  tissus  pelu- 
cheux en  coton,  servant  de  toile  de  torchons  ou  de  couverture  de  lit,  appartien- 
nent à  la  5mc  classe,  payant  24  cents  par  2.2046  livres. 
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LMafricaiMonaaVte*.  Consul  Promcauer,  dans  une  communication 

récente  au  Département  d'Etat  dit  que,  suivant  son 
opinion,  les  opportunités  qui  s'offrent  aux  agriculteurs  américains  au  \'éné- 
zuéla,  sont  supérieures  à  celles  de  toute  autre  classe  d'hommes,  prufessionncis 
ou  autres.  En  exprimant  ce  tait,  il  sollicite  les  agriculteurs  qui  songent  à  émi- 
grer  au  Venezuela,  de  ne  pus  venir  seuls  ou  avec  leurs  iainilies  individuelles,  mais 
il  sttg^re  qu'on  forme  de  petites  colonies  ayant  une  communauté  d'intérêt*. 
Il  décrit  en  termes  éloquents  la  salubrité  du  dimat  et  la  fertilité  do  sol,  et  il  die 
que,  dans  le  voisinage  de  Puerto  Cabello,  la  moyenne  est  de  trois  récoltes  par 
an.  Les  cultures  varient,  suivant  l'altitude  du  terrun  ensemencé,  du  cacao, 
du  café  et  des  noix  de  cocos,  dans  les  régions  basses,  au  tabac  dans  les  terrain» 
moyens,  et  au  blé  dans  les  terrains  élevés. 

On  vient  de  montrer  un  intérêt  nouveau  au  Venezuela 

IiB  csntlnrv  dn  Ohuvrv. 

dans  le  développement  de  la  culture  du  chanvre,  les 
agriculteurs  prétendant  avoir  produit  une  plante  qui  donne  une  hbrc  plus  fine  et 
en  conséquence,  de  plus  de  valeur  que  l'article  mexicain.  Il  a  été  importé  dans 
le  pays,  pour  l'cxploiiaiion  do  cette  inJuslrie,  des  machines  modernes  du  type 
le  plus  amélioré,  et  le  coût  du  transport  des  matériaux  bruts  est  diminué, 
tandis  qu'  on  profite  des  gages  peu  élevés  payés  pour  le  travail.  Comme  la  con- 
sommation  annuelle  du  monde  est  calculée  â  2,000,000  de  tonnes,  au  prix 
moyen  de  ^1 10  par  tonne  dans  les  marchés  de  l'Europe,  l'importance  de  cette 
branche  du  commerce  est  évidente. 

LA  RAMIE. 

En  vue  de  la  prcxtuction  excessive  et  par  conséquent,  la 

Sa  Onltiift  «t  Maauiactar*.      ,  ,   *  r  ^  ' 

baisse  des  prix  de  la  canne  â  sucre,  les  producteurs  de 
l'Amérique  du  Sud  et  des  Indes  Occidentales  se  sont  trouvés  dans  la  nécessité  de 

développer  une  nouvelle  industrie  qui  dédommagerait  leur  travail  et  qui  convien- 
drait à  leurs  terres.    Dans  ces  circonstances  In  culture  de  la  ramie  s'est  présentée 

en  premier  lieu. 

Des  L- V [ 'j ncnces  étendues  ont  démontré  que  cette  plante  poussera  abondam- 
ment. Ci  H  }*cu  de  frai«i  de  culture,  dans  plusieurs  endroit?  du  Mexique  et  de 
l'Amérique  du  Centre  et  du  Sud.  jusqu'ici  la  production  de  la  ramic  sur  une 
échelle  proportionnée  à  sa  valeur  et  â  ses  possibilités  a  été  empêchée  à  cause  du 
manque  de  machines  propres  à  ta  décortication  et  au  dégommage  de  la  fibr^ 
afin  qu'elle  puisse  faire  concurrence  â  la  fibre  chinoise  préparée  â  la  main.  Les 
expériences  récentes  et  condusives  faites  dans  l'Ile  de  la  Jamaïque  démontrent 
que  la  madiine  inventée  par  M.  Macdonald  fidt  ce  travail  d'une  manière  satis- 
faisante. 

Le  Gleaner,  journal  publié  à  Kingston,  annonce  qu'une  compagnie,  enrqjn- 
trée  sous  le  nom  de  "Jamaica  Fibre  Company,  Limited,"  vient  d'être  organisée, 

ayant  pour  objet  la  culture  de  la  ramie  sur  une  grande  /'•chclle  et  la  préparation 
de  la  fibre  pour  la  vente.  Le  personnel  de  la  compagnie,  suivant  le  Gleaner^ 
est  une  garantie  suffisante  pour  la  solidité  absolue  de  l'entreprise. 
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Compañía  Jitnericana 
de  Tundidor  de  Qpo$ 

Capital,  $4,000,000 


Esta  Compañía  posee  y  tiene  en  operación  las  principales  fundici- 
ones de  tipos  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  tales  como  las  famosas  conocidas 
con  los  nombres  siguientes  :  MacKellar,  Smiths  &  Jordan  Type  Foun- 
dry ;  Jas.  Conner's  Sons;  Boston  Type  Foundry;  Dickinson  Type 
Foundry  ;  Central  T}  pe  Foundry  ;  Marder,  Luse  &  Co.  Type  Foundry  ; 
Benton- Waldo  Type  Foundry;  Palmer  &  Rey  T}-pe  Foundr>',  etc.  El 
tipo  que  se  fabrica  es  usado  por  todos  los  mejores  impresores  y  eu  todas 
las  grandes  publicaciones  de  los  Estados  Unidos.  También  se  vende 
mucho  en  la  Gran  BrttaSa,  en  él  Continente  Bttropeo,  en  el  Sur  del 
Africa,  en  la  India  7  en  Australia.  La  Compañía  hace  una  especialidad 
de  loa 

Cipos  para  las  Lenguas  €spaíola  y  PoimflHesa 

Con  todos  los  acentos  completos  y  bien  surtidos  para  ti  uso  de  los 
impresores  sudamericanos.  Es  la  única  empresa  fundidora  de  tipos 
que  publica  un 

Obro  de  muestras  para  la  üiaérica  del  Sur 

Bn  él  cual  no  se  encuentra  una  sola  clase  de  tipo  que  no  se  pueda  su- 
ministrar oon  sus  acentos.  Este  libro  contiene  una  Lista  de  Precios  en 
HspafioL  Se  bacen  descuentos  liberales  en  los  precios  de  todos  los 
artículos  contenidos  en  el  libro. 


Se  invita  á  todos  los  impresores  y  editores  á  que  pidan  nuestro 
Libro  de  Muestras  para  la  América  del  Sur,  así  como  la  Lista  de  Pre- 
cios. Se  ruega  á  los  que  nos  escriban  con  ese  objeto,  que  pongan  su 
membrete  impreso  en  el  papel,  á  fin  de  evitar  el  envío  del  libro  á  perso- 
nas que  no  lo  necesitan. 

Codas  lai  coMileadMtt  dilMi  dMshrit  ad  t 

jmieríciin  type  foundm  Ëompany 

newVorlLil.$.JI. 
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FLINT  EDDY  &  CO., 

los.  66  y  68  Broad  SIrool,  NEW  YORK,  U.  S.  A 


ürtefaetofi  Norte-Americanoa,  Maquinaria»  Material  para  FenocaiTiles, 
Hierro  y  Acero,  Provisiones,  Géneros  de  Algoddn,  etc. 

PRESUPUESTOS  SOBRE  MAQUINARIA  ESPECIAL. 
CUENTES,  VAPORES.  INSTALACIONES  DE  VAPOR  Y 

ELÉCTRICAS  

EDIFICIOS  DE  HIERRO  Y  ACERO,  ETC  

IMPORTAN 

juerutí,  ir'ieiesj,  Laua,  Caíu,  Caucho,  Caoba,  Cedro,-  Cacea,  Nitrato  de 

Soda,  etc. 

IDELANTOS  LIBERALES  SOBRE  CONSIGNACIONES. 

BRASIL.. 

¿dd}>  Maiicareahas  y  (íiutíii,         -  Kío  Janeiro. 

RCRÚBÍ.ICA  ARGCNTIMA. 

Sddy,  Hall  y  Ca.,      ------         Buenos  Ayres. 

CHII.C 

Seéclie  y  Ca.»       .....  Valparaiso  y  Santiago* 

RKRÚ. 

fteéche  y  Ca.,  F.  Xm  Crosby,  Afrente,   .....  Lima. 


S.  Pavia,     .........  Guayaquil. 

CUBA. 

Luís  de  Olazarra,  Habana. 

MájICO. 

•í'rank  G.  Seiiter,  ------  M^ico. 

SUR  DE  AFRICA.  AU8TRAI.IA. 

WEST  COAST  LINE, 

VAI'OEKS  PA  HA 

CHILE.  PERÚ  V  ECUADOR. 

FI.INT  EDDY  &  CO., 
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LAS  VENTANAS  ARKOLLADIZAS  DE  WILSON 

ESTAS  VENTANAS  ESTÁN  PREPARADAS  PARA  COLOCARSE 
CON  FACILIDAD  EN  CUALQUIER  EDIFICIO 

JAMES  G  WILSON 

FABRICANTE 
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AMERICAN 

Electrical  Works, 

PROVIDENCE,  R.  I.,  U.  S.  A. 


Bare  and  Insulated 
Wires  and  Cables. 

Klambre  Común  ó 
Insulado  y  Cables. 


ola, 

rill  Rluulo, 

nprl  Lija, 

Hpt'l  Kniiifril, 

apol  Granate, 

riu  cl(*  KHiueril, 
C'iinrznM  Mnlidun 
para  FlltruH  y  C«tr- 
rcuH  <lf  Llja.  Act'iti' 
«II*  pit*  de  Vaca.  Sebo, 
Knteariiia,   Areite  de 
>Iiiiiteca,  Cerdas  y  Dvh- 
trinu. 

'Irerrióii  por  el  Cable  : 

'*  REARDON,"  Ht.  Louík. 


[uentnui  y  cartoiien  ron  Iok  rolo- 
reH  ne  i>iiviaii  ifratiM  por  el 
rorreo,  ni  Ke  pid<-ii. 


LAS  BALANZAS  DE  TORSION, 

constnitduteKÙn  un  «istenia  («tonUdo,  son  tas  nM|jomt«- 
laoïu  qno  hny  pnri  i  '  rtr  ron  esactltttd.    Como  DotloMa 

flio  áê  aliiftu 
clas«  Búoca  no 

inCXACtM. 

Siempre  son  sen- 
sibles y  euctat. 

Fa  (>mi>lMD  »n 
ntimiTu  «norme 
|Hjr  lo*  ftbrlran 
to»,  drogulMu, 
«ipccieru»,  tic. 
Solirtti*'  nuf»- 
tro  Catilogu  nrii- 
fimmento  lin*- 
tnido. 

The  Springer  Torsion  Balance  Co.,"h 


CHARTER  OAK 

LEATHER  BELTING. 

Fabricants  de  Conrroies  de  Cair  poor  MacMnes. 

MAISON  FONDEE  EN  1859. 

S'adresser  à 

1.  PilMEII  i  COMPim, 

BRIDGEPORT,  CONN.,  U.  S.  A. 

EdtoI  du  c*U1ogue  et  de  la  lUte  dca  prix  sur  demande. 


PERFUMERIA, 
JABONES  DE  TOCADOR, 
AGUA  FLORIDA 

y  otras  Especialidades  para  el  Tocador. 
Artlculua  inauufactumdu*  para  la  esi)ortaci6D  por 

SOLON  PALMER, 

374  aid  376  Pearl  Street.  New  Yorfc,  ü.  S.  A. 

(Establecido  por  MÁg  de  6o  aSos.) 

8c  envían  pc^lidoA  romo  muertraa,  aunque 
msun  |ji'<|ueaiM>,  8in  tardanza.  Pídante  Lista  de 
l'm'ioH,  Circularuo,  etc  
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CANONES  MECANICOS, 
DE  TIRO  RÁPIDO  Y  DE 
GRUESO  CALIBRE.  .  . 


CON  MONTAJES  PARA  TODO  6¿NER0  DE  SERVICIOS. 
MUNICIONES  DE  TODA  CLASE  


DEPARTAMENTO  COMERCIAL. 

MAQUINARIA  ESPECIAL,  INSTRUMENTOS  PEQUENOS, 

CORTADORES  PARA  MÁQUINAS  DE  CERRILLAR,  MACHOS 
DE  TERRAJA,  CUNOS,  PUNZONES  Y  DADOS,  CALIBRADORES. 


fioina  !  1 20  Libtily  StrMt,  Ntw  York, 
alUrts  ¡  Darby,  Connaoticut, 


U.  S.  A. 


Dirección  ntblefcr'lflc*  : 
CAÑON  I 


Establecidos  en  1890. 

BIS8EL.1.  &  CO., 

Fabrieantas  da  Estufas  da  Ceeina  y  da  Calantar  y  da  Fagonas 

da  Toda  Clasa. 

Parrillas  da  Negar  Muy   Harinosas    para   Toda  Clasa  da 

Combystibia. 

PldHniM>  ChIAIoroh.  PITTSBURO,  RA.,  U.  S.  i 


ESTAMOS  LISTOS  PARA  TOMAR 


Contratos  de  Gobiernos  para  Uniformes  y  Fornituras  Militares. 


SOLICITA  CORRESRONDCNCIA. 

DIRÍJANSE  Á 


THE  PETTIBONE  BROS.  MFG.  CO.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  ü.  s.  A. 


Bi-EciDA  EN  laea. 


CARLOS  KAESTNER  Y  CIA 

Fabricante  de  ina<i«inaria  para  liacer  cerveza,  fermentar  los  granos,  iwira  la  destila- 
ión  V  para  hacer  alniiclón.  Se  garantizan  la  capacidad  y  el  costo.  Máquinas,  Calderas, 
•ombas  y  Transniitidores  de  fnerza. 

a«»l-2<lO  South  JofTorson  St.,  CHICAGO,  IL.L..,  U.  S.  A. 
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    I       n  i~  .  

Come  ANDSEE  WntRE. AN  Empire '"^BiiiDiNG 


#  •  «  - 


Kansas  City 


uru.» 
COT  roí 

«et 

Pf  «fît*»:,  Sri»iL 


Kansas  City, 
Pittsburg  and 

Gulf  R.  R.  Go. 

"PORT  ARTHUR  ROUTE." 


onTi-re  thi-  InTcKioi  anil  H<iiiii'Se<^k>'r  a<lvaii 
lajtf »  iwrhiit»  Rupt^rior  tu  iiny  oth«;r  nàilroii<i  ht  \ 
|iru(M>iiitiuii  of  tilia  kibd  un  lho  Aniericnii 
I ontliioot.  Starting;  fmm  KanMU  Clly  wiili 
f.  .-.l.  nt  from  Ornulia  hikI  Quincy  in  tbe  wry 
II'  .irl  uf  tli«  lM«t  ni^riciiltiirnl  ruuiitPi'  in  thi- 
\ti>rl(l,  reaching  thv  •«■niiiropiral  teruiÎDi  at 
Tort  Arthur,  on  th»  Gulf  of  Mvxli-o. 

From  KiinNiit  City  nuiith,  tl  I  ■  . 

ilirough    an    a^rrii-ultoriM  f  | 
through  fiuK  cotton  tlolila,  iiu  ii.'  . 
nupjily  of  pino  timber,, Kuii  u  fruit  rountiv 
iincxcfllod  in  Anifric». 

Tliif*  roMifKiny  in  tuildluK  nn  inland  lockcil 
hurlior,  and  M  ill  Iiav<;  Rtt-Anikhip  and  cornini-r- 
cial  rf'Ifttlond  with  Old  Mesicu,  South  Autorica, 
^V(■«t  Indies,  and  EiiroiMi. 

Thin  line  in  deittinrd  to  b<t  tho  ^reat  hiL'li 
way  from  crntml  Tuitnl  Stat''*  territory  ! 
IlulSprln);".  Iluuston,  Gnlrcstuu,New  Orhwin- 
nnd  tho  tiiilf  of  Mi<xi<'0. 

Tho  PtiHKeiii;*'!'  Kt|iii|inif  nt  I*  modoru, 
and  tliK  (n  r»  u  o  fijuul  toany  "Xi  the  «  ontiniMit. 
inrhidinK  I>liilnf(  Cara  with  nitiaU  wsrved 
on  the  C'lif^  plan. 

For  infoniintion  concerning  lauda  and  in- 
\'i')itmentii,  addreift: 


F.  A  HiiltNBECK. 
I4ii>d  Cununimioncr. 

RUUKHT  r.II.I.IIAM, 
Oencral  Slatiager. 
K  \.s>,\s  City, 


n.  C.  ORB, 

Q«n.  Pom.  Agt. 

A.  K.  STILWELL, 
I>r<?aidpnt. 

M 18801- RI. 
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L  REFLECTOR  ESPECIAL  DE  PATENTE  DE  FRINK  PARA  VENTANAS. 


i(|[fni,iijiyí;)ji,ii|i.iii 


Con  Im  aUmbrw  j  liâtes 
ara  loa  cubos.   ^  cnvia  uii 


Pat«ínl«(lo  el  20  de 
abril  de  1897.  No. 
681,094. 


H  brode  lue>>*y  cAlruloo  urátl*. 
Teléfono  :  8f.n  Franklin.    Dírwciún  por  cabl©  :  Friuk,  New  York. 


S-  colora  en  la  (>art«  aupurior  de  la 
vi'titaua  cerca  dn  In  luna  ae  en  freutt< 
y  refleja  una  lux  fui'fte  |>ara  dentro  y 
para  abi^lo,  salvando  al  ojo  de  la« 
rajofl  directos;  el  efecto  es  rcrdadom- 
mente  torprendrnto.  8e  ha  adoptado 
por  las  tii'iidiLN  iiiJiK  importantes  de 
laa  principales  ciudades  de  la  Unión. 
También  w  renden  reflectores  para  el 
gaH,  acoite  (>  electricidad  empleadlas 
para  el  alumbrado  de  iglesias,  salune*, 
teatma,  galerias  de  arte  y  c<lificios 
públicos  rn  general. 

LISTA  DE  PRECIOS: 
f4,00  el  pié.  PrtK-ufiito,  U*  p<«r  ciento. 

I.  P.  FRINK, 

SBI  Pearl  Stro«t, 
NCW  VORK,  U.  S.  A. 


"U.S."  Playing  Cards. 


H. 


8. 


9. 


5. 
1. 


2. 
3. 
3. 
4. 

n. 


1st  Qual. 
Por  gro. 


«  t 


Bicycle,  ivory  fluíab,  highly 

enameletl   912.60 

Used  all  over  the  world  ;  sales 

exceed  all  other  makes. 

Capitol.    10.80 

Double  enameled,  high  finish; 

Club  cards. 

Sportaman'a   24. OO 

Extra  enameled;  fur  8|Kirtiug 

riuhe. 

Ariuy  and  Navy,  all  linen; 
for  Clubs   28.80 

Trfaaury,  finest  linen   36.00 

Kii  r  C I  u  be  an  d  {>«  rt  I  cu  I  ar  play  ere. 

Trophy  Whist.  French  size, 
2ix3,'.;   _   24.0O 

Fine  flnixh;  large  indexes;  now  style  faces. 

Tourists,  hard  finish;  for  general  stores..  8.40 

L.OS  Leones  (Spanish    Cards)  genuine 
(larchment  stock   27.00 

Finest  Spanish  qualities;  permanent  colors; 
square  or  round  corners;  three  sizes. 

Colombiano  (Spanish  Curds)  specially  en- 
graved fnces     27.00 

All  the  superior  qualities  of  tbeaboTe  brand, 
No.  71;  three  sizes. 

Spanisli  C'arfls,  fine  {karchuient  stock. 24. OO 

Hard  surface  fiuish;  permanent  colors. 


Nùm. 
808. 

188. 

202. 


•*u.  s. 

I. a  gmi-sa. 


"National"  Playing  Cards. 

Rambler,  Imrd  process  finiiih   .  . . 

Apollo,  enameled,  aluminum  Rurface... 

Columbia,  size,  '¿'ixSV^;  enamelsd  

Tennis,  size,  2'4X3'.j;  enameled  


8.40 

10.20 
12.0O 
21. OO 


National  Club,  finest  Club  cards.   30.00 

uis  :  Ouix  t.  0.  b.  vesnel  New  Turk,  fur  shipments  of  not 
less  than  thr<>«  gross. 

IE  UNITED  STATES  PUYING  GtRD  GO. 

CINCINNATI,  OHIO.  U.  S.  A. 

laksni  of  oTer  1,000  different  kindi  of  Flaying  Cardi. 

lereived  "llidHEST  Awariw"  at  World's  Fair,  Chicago. 


NAIPES  DC  LA  MARCA 

1.0.1id,ul.¡„, 

HIcyclet  pnlim<>ntodo  marfil,  alio 

grado  de  esmatie  ...91 2.80 

8o  usan  en  todo  el  mondo. 

Capitol   17.00 

Nai(>es  {utra  Clulis,  do  esnialls  doble 
y  pulimento  superior. 

Sportsman*»   24. OO 

Ksniulle  extra;  ¡«ra  Clulw  ds  Sport. 
303.  Army  and  Navy,  todos  de  lino  ; 

para  rluiis     30.00 

8B.  Treasury,  el  lino  más  tino   30.00 

Para  (;iubs  y  Jugadores  («rticulares. 
30.  Trophy  Whist,  Umafio  ñrancés, 

2»4  X  3>^í    24. OO 

Polimentu  henuosu;  nbnicrusgraudM; 
figuras  nne  vas. 
ISA.  Tourists,  pulimento  duro;  para  el  commercio 

ordinario   8.50 

71.  L.OS  Leonea  (Naipe*  Españoles)  pergamino 

legitimo    27.00 

Son  como  los  mejores  nai|ies  espnnoles;  colore*  per- 
manentes; es<4MÍnss  cuadrada» i'i  redondsi»;  Ins  tsniunus. 
81.  Colombiano  (Naii>esKHfniUile)))  figunugralia- 
das  expresamente;  tienen  tudiu  las  calidades  de 

laclase  anterior;  No.  71;  tres  tamaAos   27. OO 

OA.  Spanish  Cards,  pergamino  fino  ..  24. OO 

Pulimento  duro;  culorpu  |>eruianeutes. 

Naipes  de  la  Marca  "National." 

22.  Rambler,  pulimento  duro   8.00 

33.  .\ pollo,  esnialtiidos,  i>uperflcisaluminosa   lO.OO 

133.  Columbia,  esmaltados;  tamaño  cspañid   12.50 

144.  Tennis,  taiiinno  eiijiaft<(l;e«maltado»    IB.OO 

7ft.  National  <'Iub,  lueuai|M-«niiisfluosparaClnbs  30.00 
Condiciones:  Pago  al  contado.  L<is  efecto*  se  entregan  á  l>ordo 

do  los  navios  en  Nueva  York,  libres  de  gastos,  pero  los  pedidos 

han  do  ser  de  tres  gruesas,  por  lo  menos. 

THE  UNITED  STATES  PUYING  GARD  CO. 

CINCINNATI,  OHIO,  U.  S.  A. 

Fabricantes  de  niiis  de  l.UX)  diferentes  clases  de  naipeit. 
Iteclbieron    los  "PaiMEKiM   Pbkmiim"   en  In  Exposición 
Universal  de  Chicago. 


;OMPANIA  DE  MAQUINAS 


BOSTON, 


U.  3. 


S.  A.  WOODS, 


Ne.  102.   CEPILLO  DE  MAYORES  DIMENSIONES  CON  MSIENTO  MOVIBLK. 

Acepilla  madiros  n-rtos torcidos,  il('j:iiiil.)|(>s  IInos,  y  sise  le  ponen  cilitnlr<iH  de  nlin>eiitaciiin,  oifpilU  tablas  con  la 
Isnia  porfecciÑn.  Hecho  para  labrar  maderos  de  miis  de  H  piés  de  largo.  24  i\  3fl  pulgadas  de  ancho  y  16  A  'JO  pulgadai*  de 
pt-sor.    S»-  vfiide  tixia  clase  de  maquinaria  imra  tral>Ajar  madera,  y  se  entregará  á  Imrdu  de  los  vafwrcs  sin  cobrar  nada. 

N«w  York  City.  Catálogos  gratis.  So  soj 


in  oerrosponsalos. 


image 
not 
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-THE 


UNITED  STATES  LEATHER 

COMPANY 

26  and  28  FERRY  STREET,  NEW  YORK  CITY,  U.  S.  A. 


BOSTON, 


XAUvrAcrrKSKa  or 


iss,     UNIT,  NEW  YORK." 

ALSO 

CINCINNATI,  CHICAGO. 


1EML0CK  SOLE  LEATHER, 

From  domestic  mnd  foivign  dry  and  g:reen  Halted  hide*. 

JNION  TANNED  SOLE  LEATHER, 

In  liacks  from  gre«n  Halted  bide*. 

'URE  OAK  TANNED  SOLE  LEATHER, 

I  u  aided,  Itackii,  ftud  bends. 

mi  OAK  TANNED  BELTING  BUTTS. 
)AK  UNION  AND  HEMLOCK  OFFAL. 

Partirular  care  taken  in  manufacturing  to  nilt  export 

rode 


r ABRIGANTES  Dl 

SUEU  CURTIDA  CON  CORTEZA  DE 
PINO  DEL  CANADÁ, 

Empleamos  cuero  mco  y  cuero  Mdado  del  país  j  del  ez> 
trainero. 

SUELA  GRUESA  Y  CURTIDA, 

Hecha  de  cuero  salado. 

CUERO  DE  COSTADO  O  MEDIO  CUERO, 

Curtido  paramente  al  roble,  t  Rucia  gruesa  y  de  primerm 
calidad,  curtida  también  ai  roble. 

CORREAS  DECUEROSÓLIDO  DE  BUEY 

Cnrtido  al  Boble,  7  Cuero  de  Desperdicio  Ciirtido 
al  Roble,  por  Fermentación  7  con  Corteza 
de  Pino  del  Canadá. 

Se  dedica  partirniar  atención  A  loe  pedidos  extranjeros. 


RADE 


7. 


THE  AMERICAN  WRINGER  COMPANY, 

99  Chambers  St.,  New  York  City,  U.  S.  A. 

Fabricantes  de  Exprimidores  d>^  Ui>i<ti  y  Rodillos  |>ara  Expríniídoree  (de  todas  formas  y  tamafios). 

Maquinas  de  Larar,  Calandrias,  etc. 

NUESTRA  MARCA  DE  FABRICA  ES  LA  MEJOR  CARARTÍA. 

Sc  envia  gnitis  uu  cutÁlogu  ilu-tiH'iu.  M.-índpns«  ordenes  por  medio  de  comisionl^tat. 


CON  EL  BACALAO  SHREDDED 

(DESMENUZADO) 

do  Boardsley  se  prepara  en  diez  minutos  un  plato  delicioso.  No  hay 
(ine  remojarlo  ó  que  üervirlo.  No  despide  olor  alguno  ni  causa  moles- 
tia.   S*^  coriHHrvH  bion  ou  cnalqtiior  clima. 

J.  W.  BEARDSLEY'S  SONS,  New  York,  U.  S.  A. 


fel 


MARCA  DC 


GONDA 


FáBRICA. 


LAS  BATERIAS  DE  CIRCUITO  ABIERTO  SON  LAS  PRIMERAS 

DEL  MUNDO. 

Medalla  do  oro  en  Paris.  1889. 
Primor  premio  en  Chicago,  1898. 

Las  únicas  Pilas  Logrítinias  de  Lieclnnolié  y  la  mejor 
cíe  todas  las  Baterías  de  circuito  abierto. 

I.A   Rll-A  DC  VOI.C. 

Cuandd  t>n  I»  £x|>oHlrl/iii  ('«tlonihln»  He  ntori;A  A  enta  Compañía 
el  primer  pr«>mlo  por  ana  baterlaii,  la  Pila  <l«  Vole  fué  honrada 

cuu   meiioión  eNperluI  

PidaiiRc  Circulurtw  y  Li«ta.-<  il"  I'rc<-io«. 

THE  LECLANCHÉ  BATTERY  COMPANY, 


III  to  117  Caat  I3lst  Street, 


NEW  VORK,  U.  S.  A. 


roogle 


PRESIDENTS  OF  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 


Countries. 

Argentine  Republic 

Bolivia  

Brazil  

Chile  

Colombia  

Costa  Rica  

Ecuador  

Guatemala  

Haiti  

Honduras  

Mexico  

Nicaragua  

Paraguaj-  

Peru  

Salvador  

Santo  Domingo  .... 

United  States  

Uruguay  

Venezuela  


Names. 


Seflor  Don  José  Evaristo  Uriburu. . . 
Señor  Don  Severo  Fernandez  Alonso. 
Senhor  Don  Prudente  de  Morfles. . . . 

ScRor  Don  Federico  Errázuris  

Sefíor  Don  Miguel  Antonio  Caro. . . . 

Seflor  Don  Rafael  Iglesias  

Señor  Don  Eloy  Alfaro  

Señor  Don  José  Maria  Reina  Barrios. 

Monsieur  T.  Simon  Sam  

Señor  Don  Policarpo  Bonilla  

Señor  Don  Porfirio  Diaz  

Señor  Don  José  Santos  Zelaya  

Señor  Don  Juan  B.  Egusquiza  

Señor  Don  Nicolas  de  Piérola  

Señor  Don  Rafael  Antonio  Gutierrez. 

Sefior  Don  Ulises  Hcurcaux  

Mr.  William  McKinley  

Señor  Don  Juan  Lindolfo  Cuestas. . . 
Señor  Don  Joaquin  Crespo  


Executive  residence. 

Buenos  Aires. 
Sucre. 

Rio  de  Janeiro. 

Santiago. 

Bogotá. 

San  José. 

Quito. 

Guatemala  City. 

Port  au  Prince, 

Tegucigalpa. 

City  of  Mexico. 

Managua. 

Asunción. 

Lima. 

San  Salvador. 
Santo  Domingo. 
Washington,  D.  C. 
Montevideo. 
Caracas. 
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ItSmilHI'KtniltHIII'tWKIItH 

!1  Mayor  Valor  por  el  Dinero  Qastado. 

"el  prooreso  la  orden  del  aiQLO." 


E&  superior  á  todas  his  otras  en  cnanto  á 
con.stniccii'm  científicu.  la  facilidad  con 
e  se  trabaja  en  ella,  y  sn  dnnu-ión. 
3e  la  puede  arreglar  fácilimente  para 
ftTse  en  cnalqniora  lengua, 
E«8criba  V.  pidiendo  nuestro  Nuevo  Catà- 
fo  de  Arte,  que  enviamos  gratuitamente. 

IE  SMITH  PREMIER  TYPEWRITER  CO. 

SYRACUSE.  N.  V..  E.  U.  da  A. 

lcina.s  sucursales  en  42  ciuda<lcH  princi- 
|)alo8  de  los  Esta<los  Unidos  y  de  ]>aÍ8e8 
extranjeros. 


mostm,  Pane*  de. 
Mostais,  Puta  de. 

El  matado  prffirHmtii      m  I 

•ttmlo  y  Im  Mdllu 
bala  ca\i¿a4  qa-  m  < 

U  MOSTAZA  de  FISCHER 

«ir  MirliiM  i]rruftc)Ua»apr«|i*rmii. 
I.<ii  M|v<'trT'«  MM  DO  la  Uawfi  •■> 
■na  Uandaa  Btnaaaomnprarla  á  loa  | 
|>r«r  loa  ilfolaato  : 
lataada  )|  Ib.,  44«C.M  rada 

raja,  |l.00 pardos. 
Lalaa  <h>  \  ik,  tdoe.  «a  cada 

ca)a,  |I.M|Mirdoc 
tjitaa  da  I  Ib.,  I  doc  an  <ada 
oaja,  $1.M)  por  doe. 

B.  riSCNKII  «  CO. 

Coa.  RtACii  à  i'-utuxwKM  >rn. 
New  YO«»í. 


LA  COMPAÑIA  DENOMINADA 

Lobdell  Car  Wheel  Co., 

WILMINGTON,  DELAWARE  E.  U.  de  A. 


FabricaDto  de  nie<lM  de  hierro  f>  acero  colado  y  enfriado 
(chilled)  para  carmg  do  ferrocarril  de  via  ancha  y  anfaeta, 
lucomotoraa  y  carro*  de  al^o,  coche*  de  ferrocarrile»  eléc 
trlr<i«,  tramrlaa,  IfoMUi  de  riible,  carro*  de  mano  y  carro* 

il"'  minoria,  etc.,  etc. 


Las  Mejores  UÃquin&s  de  Coser  en  América  son  las  Llamadas 

NEW  HOME  Y 

NEW  NATIONAL 

ADAPTADAS  PARA  TODA  CLASE  DC  COSTURAS. 

SIMPLES,  FUERTES,  DURADERAS.  NO  HACEN  RUIDO. 


Coiutruidaii  |K)r  una  cuin(iaftia  quo  tirno  lu*  tallero*  mi*  extenao*  del  maodo 
para  la  fabrlcaciún  de  miqaina*  de  roaer. 
Kn  la  comtmcciñn  de  la*  llamada*  "  NKW  HOME"  y  "  NRW  NATIONAL" 
•olo  Ro  «Dipl>«n  tralNkjadori'ii  experto*  y  lo*  mc^jore*  materiale*.    4i^E*criba  V. 

ptdieQdu  la  Circular  l>escri|>tlTa. 


B  MKLUOKES  MAOHIN.\S  I>K  CoSTüKA  DA 
AMERICA  8Â0  AS  CHAMADAS 


NEW  HOME  e 
NEW  NATIONAL. 

daptadas  para  Costuras  de  Toda  a  Sorte. 
Simples,  Solidas,  Duráveis,  Sem  Ruido. 

Faiiricatn-Ac  por  uiiui  runipauliia  que  trm  o  e«ilit- 
slecluiruto  maior  do  mundo  par»  a  cututrucy&u  do 
larliiuna  <ln  riiaturn. 

Na  fa>>nrat,ñ<i  ilnii  machina*  "NEW  HOME"e 
NKW  N.VTIONAL"  ••f>n^çam-«o  amnentc operario* 
cpertu*  e  o*  melhoro*  materiae*. 

Quem  preciaar  farñ  o  faror  de  pedir  uma  Carta 

Cirruliir  IVwriptlTB. 


Thi  Ntw  Home  Stwing  Maohlnt  Company, 

28  UNION  SQUARE.  NEW  YORK,  U.  S.  A. 


image 
not 
a  vailable 


CHAS.  A.  SCHIEREN  &  CO. 

NEW  YORK,  U.  S.  A. 

AMMCRS  OF  MJmUFJICTUIICIIS  OF 

OAK  BARK  OAK  BARK.  TANNED 

LEATHER.  LEATHER  BELTING. 


FABRICANTES 


»E  CORREAS  DE  CUERO  ^ 


DE  TODOS  TAMAÑOS 
V  TIRAS  PARA 
COSER  CORREA. 


n 

N 


a 
n 

H 
O 
« 
O 


FABRICANTS  ET  TAN- 
NEURS   DE  COURROIES 
DE  CUIR  TANN^  AVEC 

DE  L'ácORCE  DE 
CHÊNE.  ET  DE  LACETS 
DE  CUIR. 


06cina  principal  y  fábrica  en  la  cindad 
e  New  York,  E.  U.  de  A. 

Tenerla  de  corteza  de  roble:  Bristol, 
'enn. 

Pr(xlucci6n,  60, 000  eneros  al  afio.  Sncur- 
alea  en  Cbicago,  Boston,  Filadélfia  y 
Irooklyn. 

Agencias  en  todas  partes  del  mundo. 

Únicos  fabricantes  y  dueños  de  las  pa- 
entes  de  la  celebrada  faja  eléctrica  de 
uero  perforado  para  uso  en  dinamos 
léctricoB. 


Bureau  principal  et  usine:  New  York 
City,  U.  S.  A. 

Tannerie  de  cuir:  Bristol,  Tenu.  Pro- 
duction annuelle  de  60,000  peaux.  Succur- 
sales À  Chicago,  Boston,  Philadelphie  et 
Brooklyn. 

Agences  dans  toutes  les  parties  du 
monde. 

Seuls  brevet<^8  et  fabricants  des  cour- 
roies électriques  renommées  en  cuir  per- 
foré à  l'usage  des  machines  dynamos  élec- 
triques. 


MCMBCRS  NATIOMAL  ASSOCIATION  MANUFACTURERS,  U.  S.  A. 


AVISO  Á  LOS  DENTISTAS. 

La  Compañía  denominada  Consolidated  Dental  Mfg.  Co.,  compró  en 
896  toda  la  Fábrica  de  Oro  para  Dentistas  del  finado  K.  S.  Williams,  y 
1  fabricación  del  Oro  Modelo  y  sus  otras  Esj)ecialidades  para  Dentistas 
ontinúa  con  el  mismo  esmero,  lo  cual  ha  hecho  estos  productos  conocidos 
la  Profesión  Dental  en  todas  partes. 

Los  Dientes  de  Porcela-    ^  Hl^l^^fe  Consolidated  Den- 

a,  hechos  por  la  '*  Consoli- 1  ^^^^^^^■^^1  Mfg.  Co.,"  fabrica  toda 
ated  Dental  Mfg.  Co.,"  no^^  Tí  \f{[W  V  ^^^^^  instrumentos  y  ar- 
ueden  ser  superados  ni  en  ^  ^^r-^^^  tículos  para  dentistas,  y  so- 
ülidez,  ni  en  extructura,  ni  en  WÇ^^Ê[!ÍÈi  licita  correspondencia  con 
3>  facilidad  con  que  se  ajustan,  estos  últimos  sobre  ese  par- 


i  en  su  apariencia  tan  natural 


22 


ticular. 


Eonsolidated  Dental  Mfg.  Co., 

Oficina  Central  :  1 15  W.  42d  St.,  NEW  YORK. 


BOSTON,  PHILADELPHIA,  CHICAGO,  ATLANTA,  NEW  ORLEANS, 
BERLIN,  ALEMANIA.  ODESSA,  RUSIA. 


Digitized  by  Google 
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Las  Plumas  de  Esterbrook 


SON  DE  

SUPERIOR. 


N(iinetr«  populare»  :     04>8,  14,  130,  239,  2S«,  313,  792.  _ 

Onn  variedad  d«  laa  otraa  clasea,  («ra  todos  unos.  Se  oulicitan  úrdotics  onTÍatlaa  |>ur  ol  lutenucdiu  de  c 
tmitiunliUa. 

THE  ESTERBROOK  STEEL  PEN  CO. 

26  JOHN  STREET,  NEW  YORK,  E.  U.  de  A. 


J.  F.  Goodrich  &  Co. 
FabricantesdeCarruajes 

No.  684-  Broadway,  New  York. 

Modelos  especiales  para  los  países  del  Sud  de 

Africa  y  la  América  Meridional. 
C^'Eiuie  V.  jmr  el  Catálogo. 


Eiivic  V.  l>ur  luioítm  riitalugu  iluMrudo. 

RAÑÍA  MANUFACTURERA  DI 


PLUME  &  ATWOOD, 

NO.  29,  MURRAY  3TRCCT, 

NEW  YORK  E.  U.  de  A. 


HflBOM  da  alto  <i 
ttromoa. 


Laa  lámparas  lUmadaa  "ROYAL  CENTRAL  DEAn  LAMPS"  loii 
iuejur««t  purque  dau  mayur  caxiUdad  do  lux  ou  proporción  k  la  cantidad  de 
mecha  pJipiiueta. 

Lue  inpcauismoa  qno  hay  en  ellaa  para  leTantar  el  tabo  y  hacer  nibir  la 
me<'lia  ion  lus  uu-juree  en  tiK)  y  lue  luaa  fácIlM  de  ^«urtane.  Loé  llamamoa 
UUYAL  y  tton  niejoros  <|ue  tuda*  kmm  nutoeroau  imilaciooea. 

El  que  emplcanioa  {lara  lerautar  lo8  lubue,  KOYAL  CHIMNEY  LIFT, 
pennite  que  aquello*  »«>  mantengan  en  la  poeiclón 
(luo  se  Iciidló  para  encender  U  lHin|>ara,  «In  neceaidad 
dn  .iiijetarloe  con  laa  manue.    Eeto  no  lo  hace  nin- 
guno otro. 

El  aue  euplramoe  pora  aisar  la  mecha,  WICK 
BAI8IN0  DEVICE, eeincueationablemeateel mejor, 
V  ha  mer«cldo  la  aprobación  de  loa  MAYORES  COM- 
PETIDORES en  este  artloulu,  puM  que  ello*  mié- 
moslo han  adoptado. 

La  mecha  iiuetle  eer  ajuftsda  dn  mejor  manera  y 
con  mayor  facilidad  que  ron  niuK»"»  "<ro  de  los 
mecauismus  ioiiuciduo. 

En  punto  á  la  FINURA,  ELEGANCIA  y  PER- 
FECIÓN  de  la  obra,  estas  lámpa- 
IOS  son  iguales  á  las  mejorce.  8« 
laa  construye  colocadas  en  toda 
clase  de  S4>|>ortea,  6  tiara  ponervo 
en  una  meta,  en  las  nnbitarionee, 
6  en  nna  salón  de  banquete. 

No  hay  lámpara  que  pui'da  man- 
ejar m<^or  el  que  la  rompre. 

El  grabado  muestra  unu  lámpara 
No.  1095,  tamaño  No.  2,  ron  un 
tubo  y  un  globo  de  10  pulgadas  de 
diámetro.  Kl  taraafio  No.  1  es  nues- 
tro No.  1094.  El  No.  2  tiene  12 
el  pnnto  donde  empieza  la  llama.    El  No.  1 


l'afí-iit         il'  t  'MoTt-nient, 
tiene  10'^  pulgadas  catre  loe  mismos 


ESTABLECIDA  EN  1857. 


LA  COMPAÑÍA  AMERICANA  DE  CABRESTANTES 


PROVIDCNCI 


CVPSEV  WINDLASS 


PROVIDENCE,  R.  I.,  E.  U.  de  A. 

Los  Molinete*  y  Cabroetantee  de  la  "  Providenola  " 
son  los  mejores  del  mundo. 

Para  toda  clase  do  embarcaciones  do  todos  tamaños, 
desde  los  mayores  vapores  hasta  los  yates  más  pequeños. 
Molinetes  y  Cabrestantes  al  Vapor  y  de  Mano,  Moli- 
netes Gipsey,  Máfiuinas  de  Remolcar.  Agarraderas  de 
Muelle,  Anclas  Criques,  Sostenes  de  Timones,  Bozas  de 
Cadenas  de  Emery  &  Cheney,  etc.,  para  la  exporta- 
ción.   

La  palabra  "  Providencia"  es  la  marra  r4>mercial  de  esta  rompaflla  y  se 

hallará  en  cadn  una  de  sus  máquinas. 
Solicítense  ratálonMÉtf^áminas. 

t  FRANK  S.  MANTON.  Ac«nt. 
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ayiiJ|^"^BBHB^D  Entro  nnontro*  t*ladmii  m  eocuratmn  MAqiiinai*  <i<«  Tuluclrar 
'/ill'    1 1  ""^  ü****  *****        Modelo,  Aparatou  «!«•  Itarrena  d*  V6ata|po, 

TaliMlroH  I'f>rtátiles  para  Kooan.  i-ar»  hacer  poKM  hasta  d« 
1,600  |iié« de  prufundldjàd.  M&<|uinnii  HidrAall  M  y  d«  Chorro. 
En  una  palabra,  talatlroe  de  toda  ciMe  que  poedMi  mt  moridoii  por 
vapor  6  iH)r  caballo*. 

Pidaae  un  cat&logu  cumpletu  á — 


F.  C.  AUSTIN 

MANUF'O  CO 

Chicago,  Illinois,  ü.  S.  A. 


ACEMOS  LA  MEJOR  Y  M^S  PERFECTA  CLASE  DE  ÚTILES  DE  CONTRATISTAS 

PARA  REMOVER  TIERRA. 

icluycDilo  la*  Traillan  d<*  Klevarióii  llaniadad  "NKW  KIIA"  |iara  U  ri>n«tnicri.'.n  do  ranale*  do  rxoradlo, 
abajiM  de  r<>rr<M-AiTU,  nirolaciúii,  etc.  RaMpadort'H  «l«<  Tiro  v  (1<*  Kii«*(laii,  y  Aratlon;  MA(|ulnHH  para  fou- 
rnir y  C'onH«*rvar  CamlnoM;  MAi|tilnan  para  IIitctT  /anjaii  v  C'Ioarapt;  paru  ri>t(K'ar  tulMTlan  y  dtwa^uar 
tiilHiiiM-,  MAqiilnaitdc  Itarrcr  ('itll<-K;  Il«'K»<l«>raa  il«>  <'Mllt*i«:  Trltura4lor<-<i  di*  K(»ra;  PulTeriudorea; 
aladroM  para  C'aiiteraM;  Kotlillos  de  Allanar  Caminos;  C'arrt'toneM  dw  Volt«ro,  «te. 

NuMtra  maquinuría  crta  protegida  por  mhn  do  ZM)  patetit<«,  tanto  en  lue  Katadoa  Unidos  romo  en  el  extrai^Jero. 

Pidauae  catiiloKua  J  precioe  A — 


F.  C.  AUSTIN  MFG.  CO. 

Chicago,  Illinois, 

U.  S.  A. 


BISAGRAS  DE  MUEL.1.C  DE 

BOMMER 

SON  DE  ACERO,  BRONCE  Ó  I.ATÓN. 

PRACTICAMCNTC  INQUEBRANTIIBLES  I  "    Según  el  ctTtlflru.lo  u.|ju.li- 
railo  <'ii  In  K\ |HiAÍi'i>in  I  nivi-r-.i I  de  Chicago. 

FABRICADAS  POR  BOMMER  BROTHERS, 
351  and  393  Jay  St.,  Brooklyn,  New  York.  E.  U.  de  A. 


LAVADEROS  COMPLETOS. 

MAquInii-*  «If  I.ii\ar  <lc  Mano. 

LAVADEROS.     EXPRIMIDORES.  PLANCHADORAS. 

^l.«>]uhjiui  ilf  lavar  movida*  \i»r  motor  [iat*  Familiar,  Hotel-  ', 
I  i;-titucioni"«,  Arfiuitoctui». 

TROY  LAUNDRY  MACHINERY  CO.,  Ltd., 

Troy,  N.  V.  Chicago,  III. 

Pidan*»  ratáloK'w.  Hew  York  City.      San  Franoisoo,  Cal. 


Machinas  de  Cortar  e  Marracliar  Tubos, 

á  mIo  ou  «  VAPOR. 

Brocas  da  linf  ueta,  tarrachas  da  linguata  a  tor- 
ninhos  da  tubos  da  farro  mallaavais. 

CURTIS  St  CURTIS, 


Mandaiii-N«>  ('»taloi;<in. 


BRIDGEPORT.  CONN..  U.  S.A. 


LOCK  OIL 


CASA  PRINCIPAL  DE  OLEO  FINO 

Para  Machinas  de  Costura, 

Bicycles  e  Lubrificante  para  Correntes, 
Oleo  de  Relo^cio  de  Bolso,  de  Relógio  de 
Parede  e  de  Chronometro, 

Oleo  para  Machinas  de  Escrever  e 
Espingardas. 


OLEOS 


kM'Ki:k<  i» 


N  VE,  NEW  BEDFORD,  MASS.,  U.  S.  A. 
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EL  EDIFICIO  DE  LA  PRENSA  DE  CHANDLER  *  PRICE. 


MtS  DE  8000 
:   PRENSAS  DE 
^'  REMIENDO  DE 

Chandler . . 
JPri 


Están  en  uso  dando 
buenos  resultados. 


'      So  ninitirii 

grati*  un 


^  Catálojfo  .  . 
i  111  proso  cu  . 
Colores  .  .  . 

mostrando  el  trab^o 
de  la  preoM. 


rHE  CHANDLER  &  PRICE  CO., 

FABKRANTíil  DE 

i*rensas.  Cortadoras  de   Papel  y  Otras  >Ii\qiiiiins  para  Impresores. 

CLEVEI-AND,  OHIO,  U.  S.  A. 


M  COMPANIJI  DC 


FABRICANTES  DC 


IMPRENTAS 

NEW  LONDON,  CONN.,  E.  U.  de  A. 

irei-riún  p<ir  <•!  cable:  Talbotypc,  New  York. 

Fabricantes  y  Exportadores  de  Máquinas  de  Superior  Calidad,  para  la  impresión 

de  toda  clase  de  trabajos. 


'REGULAR."   Pransa  d*  Superior  Calidad  para  libres  y  pariodiees,  ain  •  oon  calara». 

Se  dau  informes  y  catálogos' de  las  varias  clases  de  prensas  al  solicitarse. 


Digitized  by  Google 
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Fábrica»  de  OibHontou,  sobre  el  río  Monongrahela. 

MOORE  &  SINNOTT, 


SucMoro§  de  JOHN  GIBSON'S  SON  &  CO.  ' 


PropietarioM  7 


Niiestm  DoNtilcrtn  en  (>lbi*onton,  lobm  el  rio  Mononf^hela,  pnivixta  d»  iiitncnivw  hommi  t  eatublecimientcw 
>  fprnioutiM  ión,  n<«s  d.i  fucilidudeH  ílu  ijiui»!  i>«r  1  In  (1<-«tilarli'in  fie  I<«  WIIISKIKS  I*I'Il<)S  conocldu*!  con  t«l  nombrt) 

»  MUNt»i(> AIIKLA,  V  hrchait  —p.    -    ^  .  ^  diO  r*<ntrii<i,  trigo  y  grauna  fermrnta- 

».    Sou  lie  «urwrior  calidail  y  en  »u    €  —w—    |  ^  j  f«l)ricacir>n  »e  umn  gmnoti  M>cad<ai  al 

orno  T  cebada  fermentada.  Tcnciims  — *~         '  K-f  V«X  p|  mirtido  niña  grande  y  má*  cecogido 

i  WbUkiee  aflpjiM  quo  m»  one iinitra  en  li>«  K«taíl<iíi  Pnldim.   T(xloi  ínUm  Wbiiíkiet*  h»n  tncjoradn  notalilenn-nto  con  la  edad. 

Trnemoa  capacidad  para  almacenar  en  depósito»  calentado»,  100,000  narrilea. 

Oficina  Principai,  232  and  234  South  Front  Strttt,  PHIUDELPHIA. 


Aíiíw.'iAB  •  /  York, 
Ao«NiiA».|       00  Broad  8t. 


Boston, 
162  State  8t. 


New  Orleans, 

102  Poydraa  St. 


Han  Francisco, 
3l4  8acramontnSt. 


Chicago, 
200  Dearborn  St. 


St<  |>iii'<li>ii  duafNU'liiir  Uuu  fianza  mr^onicntiifi  imrn  In  expurtarióu  <>ti  barrilt^  v  rajas.    Tudo  Whiakcy  l<rg)timo  dn 


llmju  lU'vit  1(M  n»nil>rtfi  "  Moore  A  ^Innutt 
Se  solicita  correspondencia. 


(••críto  M>brp  el  timbre  dnl  Qobieruo  de  los  Kstados  Unidas. 


FRASER  &  CHALMERS. 

14a  Fulton  St..  CHICAQO,  ILL.,  U.S.A. 

GOLD,  SILVER  AND  COPPER  MINING  MACHINERY, 

OnO  TRAMWAYS.  STAMPS.  HOISTS.  COMPRESSORS.  PUMPS. 

CATALOGUeS  IN  SPANISH.  FRENCH  AND  ENGLISH. 


SALEM  IRON  WORKS. 

UNDICIÓN     DE  HIERRO, 

SALEM,  N.  C,  E.  U.  A., 

Fabrican  to  M  de:  Molinos  ItcKpiilpadoren  de  Caf^  ; 
Lavaduras  lie  <'ufA  :  Se«'a4loraM  «le  <'afA  ;  Itescascara- 
floras  «le  Vt*f^:  l'ulithirus  de  Cuff';  MA«|iilnas  y  Cal- 
deran:  Itiiedim  II  iilrAiilicas.  También  se  fabrican 
Hierras,  Cepillos  Mecánicos  para  Madera,  etc. 
Htieu  Tr.iliajii  v  Prcrina  MiKlrrixlus.    l'idiuu?  el  CstAloKo  Iluitrado. 


LA  GOMPiflÎA  DE  HERRAMIENTAS  PARA  AGRICULTORES  DE  lOWA. 

FABRicANXKs.     FORT  MADISON,  IOWA,  U.  S.  A. 

HORQUII-I-AS,  AZADAS,        „      .  „ 

^  Se  envían  Catálogos  Ilnstrados 

RASTRILLOS,   ETC.  à  los  que  los  piden. 


Nin'stra  «'spofialidad  en  hi  lal)r¡t'a*-i<'ni 
íl«»  farrotonoH  <U*  la  mejor  calidad  para 
vi  trAli<'o  011  ol  Sur  de  Africa,  cu  la 
América  del  Sur  y  eii  México. 

He  darán  al  que  los  pida  l«>s  pr<>clos  «le  los  artículos 
puestos  en  Nueva  York. 

WINONA  WAGON  CO 


WINOI 


lINNESOTA.  U.  S.  A. 
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240  PEARL  STREET,  NEW  YORK.  U.  S.  A. 


«EW  MILFORD.  CONN.,  U.  S.  A. 


ñíHEELER    PATENT    WOOD  FILLER. 

EtuplcadA  autos  de  barnlsar  U  madera  para  numpntar  la  t>clleM  natural  v  conaervar  bu  realce. 

INFORMES  GRATIS. 
THE    BRIDGEPORT   WOOD    riNISHINO  CO. 
S40  Faarl  Stroat,  New  York,  E.  U.  d*  A.  Naw  Milford,  Cann.,  E.  U.  da  A. 

[iembms  de  la  A.six  iaciùn  Nac-ional  de  Fabricantes  de  Ins  Estado.><  Unidos  de  América. 


ESTABLECIDA  EN  1856. 

íwJersey  Car  Springs  Rubber  Co. 

(Ck>inp*flta  fabricante  de  rmortea  para  carroa  y  de 

efprtoa  de  Gaucho.  ) 

ras  de  Caucho  de  Clase  Superior, 

Correas,  Embalajes,  Mangueras, 

Válmlas,  Tuberías  j  Esteras. 

MANGUERAS  DE  ALCODo'n  V  DE  LINO. 

:lna  prinripal  y  Talloree  en 

JERSEV  CIXV,  N.  J.,  U.  S.  A. 


RAMBO  &  REGAR, 

FABRICANTES  DE 

lAEDIS  SIN  COSTURA, 

NORRISTOWN,  PA.,  U.S.  A. 

Hacemos  toda  clase  de  calcetines  para 
>mbres,  lo  mismo  (]iie  medias  acanilladas 
'  la  mejor  calidad  para  señoritas  y  niños, 
ando  solamente  la  mejor  clase  de  hilos. 
>8  tamaños  mn  los  que  ofrecemos,  los 
Iones  de  las  medias  y  calcetines  son  más 
andes  que  de  ordinario.  Los  efectos  son 
K'hos  cuidadosamente  y  loa  precios  son 
gos.  Se  envían  muestras  cuando  se  piden. 
SE  SOLICITA  CORRESPONDENCIA. 


COMPAÑÍA  DENO.MINAnA 

REMINGTON  MACHINE  CO 

WILMINGTON.  DELAWARE.  E.  U.  da  A. 


Fabricante  du  Matjulnaria  de  KefríerenkrlóD  por  el  aUtcnut 
de  ('ünipn<ti<'>n  d«  anioniaoo. 
SIMPLE,  SEUl'Ro.  EFICAZ. 
Conatituyen  una  eeprcialidad  df*  «wia  Fábrica  laa  planta* 
completai  de  maquinaria  do  eata  claw  de  pequefta  capai-l- 
dad. 

Se  tiene  un  aurtido  de  eataa  múqutuaa  cuya  capacidad 
Tarta  deade  }í  d«  tonelada  banta  10  tonelada*.  Laa  que 
tengan  desde  11  bania  GO  tonelada*  «e  conatruiiAn  cnandu 

8C  enrarguen. 

S«  envianin  catálogos  al  que  «acriba  pidiéndolos  á  la 
liirecciún  arrilia  indicada. 


LUZ  PERFECTA 


POCO  CALOR. 
SIN  PENUMBRA." 

POCO  COSTO. 

Bftaa  aon  laa  prinripalea  cualidado*  de  la  "ANCLE  LAMP."  l>  una 
lámpara  maravllloKi,  superior  á  tudaa  laa  demáa  en  tndo*  nentidue  y  no 
conaame  mim  que  un  litro  de  petrol«>o  en  20  horaa.  Se  fabrica  «n  rarioa 
eatiloa  y  con  uno  6  nió*  brazoa.    Pídaae  el  Catálogo. 

Com{>aflia  Denominada 

THE  ANCLE  LAMP  CO. 

J.  u.  Bauchalla,  Administrador.     NEW  YORK,  E.  U.  da  A. 


rHE  American  Cotton  Oil  Co 


>lr4>rclAn  por  cMblt*  : 


Cedar  Street, 


AMCOTOIL.  NEW  YORK,  U.  S.  A. 

Fabricantes  y  Refinadores 

De  Toda  Clase  de  Âceite  de  Semillas  de  Algodón,  de  Torta  7  Harina  de  Omjo  7  Jabones. 


L»ii  Exportación  es  nuestra  Especialicl»<l.— Nuestros  productos  se  empacan 
n  cualíj niera  chi.se  «le  envases,  barriles  ó  latas  que  se  desee. 

Envíense  los  pedidos  i)or  medio  de  cualquiera  raí<a  comisionista. 


üigitizea  by  V^OOgle 
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FHE  YALE  &  TOWNE  MFG.  CO. 


BRICANTK8  Dl 


as  Cerraduras  de  Yale,  Apartados  de  Correo  con  Cerradura, 

Duinquilleria  para  Constructores,     Motones  de  Cadena  de  Weston, 
Cerraduras  de  Gabinetes  y  Baúles,    Cerraduras  para  Bancos  de  Yale, 


Candados, 


Retenes  de  Puerta  de  Blount. 


LA  CERRAI>URA  DE  YALE  con  la  nueva 
LLAVE  PAUACitNTRICA  proporciona  el  grrado 
más  alto  de  seguridad,  y  ne  fabrica  en  centenares 
de  estilos  y  taniafios,  adaptándose  á  casi  todos 
los  usos  posibles  desde  un  Joyel  hasta  la  puerta 
de  una  cárcel. 

Es  la  cerradura  orig^inal  y  principal  de  tipo 
americano  de  llave  pequeña. 


Tamafio  natural. 


Los  CANDADOS  DE  YALE  se  cono- 
en  en  todos  los  mercados  del  mundo, 
e  fabrican  en  gran  variedad  de  clases 

tamaños,  y  su  precio  varía  desde  los 
ostosos  hasta  los  muy  baratos,  pero 
udos  están  bien  hechos  y  son  scf^iros. 

Acabamos  de  publicar  nuestro  CATÁLOGO  PARA 
EL  EXTERIOR  "A,"  que  será  remitido  por  correo 
á  los  comerciantes  en  el  extranjero,  que  lo  pidan.  Da 
informes  completos  acerca  de  nuestros  productos  que 
son  más  adoptados  á  los  mercados  extranjeros.  Nuestro 
catálotfo  completo  se  compone  de  12  tomos  encuader- 
nados, conteniendo  más  de  2,000  páginas,  dedicándose 
cada  parte  á  un  producto  especial.  Se  suministran 
^,    .  ^  ,      .      pormenores  á  los  que  los  pidan. 

Mitiid  del  tama&o 

natural.   

Tanmúonatüitidci  Se  soHcita  Correspondencia. 

'«udado,  2  pnlgadaa.   

Los  pedidos  se  llenan  directamente  ó  por  medio  de  casas  comisio- 
istas  de  New  York.   

IILLERES:  OFICINAS  GENERALES: 

STAMFORD,  CONN.  84-86  Chambers  Strtst, 
BRANFORD,  CONN.  NEW  YORK,  U.  S.  1. 
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us  FAMOSAS  ARMAS  DE  FUC60  V  BICICLETAS 

DE  REMINGTON. 


RIFLES  MILITARES 

IE  KVIEM  OAUNE  DE  liEVt  MOiELOt  âMPTâM  á  M  MITiMtS 
DE  7  mym  Y  OTEOS  DE  LOS  DE  PtfLVQM  SU  lUMO. 


El  Bifltema  simple  de  Remington  es  particiJarmente  adaptado  á 
loe  ejércitos  de  la  América  Central  y  del  Snr. 

ESCOPETAS  SIN  RASTRILLO, 

Mejores  y  mÓH  baratas  (jue  lo8  fusiles  de  caza  europeos.    De  calibre 
\'2  y  1(3.    Fusiles  de  caza  de  uu  cañón  de  calibre  12,  IG  y  20. 

REMINOTON  ARMS  CO., 

ILION,  N.  Y.,  U.  S.  A. 

HIDTLEY  i  ODAHáM,  Agentas  ExpMtüini,  Inr  TiriL 

MUNICIONES  DE  LA  MEJOR  CAUDAD. 

Fikricadu  por  "TKE  UmON  HEULUC  CáRTRIDtE  GO.,"  Bridgarort,  Cou., U. S.A. 

Cartuchos  de  toda  claso  para  la  Caza  y  Guerra. 


Las  municiones  son  de  fuego  aegoro  y  cierto,  y  se  han  hecho 

(■t'l('br»'>  en  todii  el  iniiiido. 

HARTLEY  &  GRAHAM, 

AftirtM  Eiportadortt, 
ew  YORK,  U.  8.  A. 
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LEJOS  DE  LA  FÁBRICA. 


"I.A  PRENSA  TRIUNFO." 


Una  máqnina  de  imprimir  siempre  le  da  algún  trabajo  á  su  dneflo  cuando 
se  usa  eíi  un  punto  distante  del  lugar  do  su  fabricación. 

Una  buena  máquina  de  imprimir  debe  ser  simple  en  su  construcción,  resistente 
al  deterioro  ó  dafio,  y  regular  en  su  trabajo.  Un»  máquina  de  imprimir  que 
reúna  todas  las  otras  cualidades,  será  inútil  si  carece  de  las  tres  condiciones 
esenciales  ya  enumeradas.    .  . 

LA  COnRELL  TRIUMPH  PRESS 

es  una  máquina  que  nunca  lo  da  á  su  dueño  nn  momento  de  incomodidad  ó  de 
ansiedad.  Por  esta  razón  es  la  máquina  de  imprimir  más  popular  para  la  ex- 
portación, y  una  de  las  más  iK)pulares  entre  las  máquinas  en  general  que  se  im- 
portan en  la  América  española   .... 

Está  hecha  de  hierro  americano  de  calidad  superior  y  es  en  estructura  sobre 
25  por  ciento  más  fuerte  que  ninguna  mátiuina  de  imprimir  alemana  ó  inglesa 
del  mismo  tipo.  Es  tan  sencilla  que  nunca  se  descompone  y  cualquier  impresor 
puede  armarla  sin  ne<re8idad  de  auxilio  y  haoerla  funcionar  sin  asistencia  de 
nadie.  Es  una  mài^nina  muy  útü,  pues  funciona  sin  entorpecimiento  á  gran 
velocidad  y  no  necesita  de  reparaciones  

Pí<la8c  un  CatáloK:*»  ilustrado  eu  espaftol  con  descripción  y  precio. 

Pue<Ien  hacerse  pedidos  por  mediación  de  cualquiera  casa  comisionista  respetable. 

C.  B.  COTTRELL  &  SONS  CO., 

TIMES  BUILDING,  NEW  YORK  CITY,  N.  Y.,  U.  S.  A. 

Fábricas  :  Westerly,  K.  I.,  U.  S.  A. 
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Máquilin  Pntfiitfldii  pnrii  ItiMrtar 
luB  RuV(i«  ii<'  liw  IIiiimIhn 


Amolnrlor  Automático  de 
Iiiittrumeuto*- 


MAqniiiA  |Mira  Encorvar  la*  Palu 
6  loa  ItrnKoii  de  loa  Aradoa. 


Tornu  |><im  Kjco  do  < 'orden.  Miíquina  jmni  Acumudar  y  Ajustar  Bujo». 

Compañía  Establecida  en  18"»0. 

rHE  DEFIANCE  MACHINE  WORKS 

DCFIANCE,  OHIO,   U.  8.  A., 
Invtntores  y  Fabricantes  de  Maquinaria  Patentada  para  Labrar  Madera, 

n  axjo  ramo  producen  más  de  300  máquinas  modernas  para  hacer  los  siguientes  trabi^^^s* 

liazas  de  Ruedas, 
Eayos,  Buedas, 
Carros,  Coches, 
para  Encerrar 
Madera,  Colleras, 
Lanzas  de  Coche, 
Aros  de  Barril, 
Ásideros  ó  Mani- 
guetas de  Todas 
Clases,  también 
fabrican  Máquinas 
-^íTis^^^  Especiales. 

iufdtuii's  t'uni|il«)tüB. 

8u  curant  i  7A  <]ue  t<xLia 
Mta»iUHiiuiiiniiAon  talca 

Miquioa  para  KiirorvHr  Madera. 


como  M  ofrccpii. 


PreuMt  ilidriulicA. 


MAqiiinn  {Mira  Expirar  t  CortAr  loa  Kajoa 
de  liui  r 


Siarra  de  Balaar«>. 


Digitized  by  Google 
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LA  COMPAÑÍA  DENOMINADA 


S.  V.  BRECHT  BUTCHERS'  SUPPLY  CO., 

ST.  LOUIS,  MO.,  U.  S.  A. 

'abricantes  de  Maquinaria,  AparatoH  y  l5tilcs  para  MataderoH,  Sala<leros 
y  Salchicherías  y  de  Tripas  de  todas  clases  para  Salchichas. 


11.0.  Nelson  Mfg.  Co. 


Maquinaria  y 
Accesorios. 


ENSERES  PARA  PLOMEROS  Y  PARA  IUSTALADORES 
DE  6AS  Y  DE  MAQUINAS  DE  VAPOR. 


SX.  L.OUI8. 
I.E  CI-AIRE, 
MOUND  CITV,  IL.I.. 


OFICINAS  PRINCIPALES: 
Córner  Eighth  and  St.  Charles  Streets, 
8T.  LOUIS. 


rorniDos  de  banco 
tra  tubM  oofl  quija- 
das removibwt. 


MAQUINAS  DE  ENROSCAR 
Y  DE  CORTAR  TUBOS. 

DE   l_A    MEJOR  OAI.IDAD. 


loc« 


BIGNALL  &  KEELER  MFG.  CO., 

P  O  EDWARDSVILLE,  ILL,U.S.A. 


Sacabocadoi  de  tomillo 
de  acero. 


CompaAia  dcnomlnailu 

AÍAGNER  ELECTRIC  NlANUFACTURING  CO. 


'-ABRIGANTES  Dl 


ST.  LOUIS,  MO.,  U.  S.  A. 

ESPECIALIDADES  ELECTRICAS 

tclujreiKlu  TtttileriMi  do  r<iiiiT)uta(l<<rv«  y  < '<>iiuiulailum>,  I'iiiMiiiod  y  Mutnri-n  iIk  commute  dim-ta  y  de  rorrltoto 
toraadu.  Trantfomiadort^  l«ni  ti>da  rla^u  do  ulunilinulu  y  |utra  tranainitir  fiierzu.  Molorr«t  de  corrionte  alit-niaiti  para 
baniroti  Colgaotex,  Vultiimetnui  para  Tablen.14  de  V-  iiuiiitudon-f,  Aniiuctroi*  y  >Vat(mi-true,  ttc.    PidaiiMo  circulan* 


FAUIt  AMo.S  >;N  MAV<»11  KSOALA  yl  K  NAI»1K  KN  AMKKICA  LAís 

Colleras  de  Caballo 

mXs  PERKEJTAS.  lo  mismo  QtTE  LAS 

COLLERAS  SUDADERAS  TAMBIEN  PARA  CABALLOS. 

60IÍ1  lluiMim  i'i-rT>'(i|>uU'l<-ucíu.    PlaJuii-»'!!!-^  |>r<-<-ii>i«,  ccJlbadua,  etc.,  do  lu«  articulo*. 

SOMMERS  BROS.  MANUFACTURING  CO.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  U.  S.A. 


KINGSLAND  MFG.  GO. 

ST.  LOUIS,  MO.,  U.  S.  A. 

^      Establecida  en  1844. 
MAQUINA  PARA  DESCASCARAR. 

Trilladoras,  Máquinas  para  Descascarar,  Molinos  de 
Aserrar,  Maquinas  de  Desmotar  Algodón,  Elevadores 
7  Aprensadores  de  Algodón.   


SCARRITT-COMSTOCK  FURNITURE  CO., 

»«.bucid.  dorante  68 aftoj.  La  Más  Antígua  Casa  Exportadora  en  ST.  LOUIS, 

MQnilTQnflIOfnO  rio  MlltUl  t\  Que  «s  U  Tercera  ciudad  Manufacturera  Je  ios  Estados  Unldoi 
manUlaGlUClOO  UG  IIIUlDLlO.  V.nt..  por  M.yor  ,  por  M.nor. 

E8r>^rialidiia  del  Cómprelo  ile  Kspnrtodóti.  ^      ^  ^  ja  akj       P  e      P  W  B  B  ■  #^  J% 

Nuwtra  Exiwrlencla  C8  RU  nit^or  Prutecciún.  «9     ^rV#%r^L^b9      f  #%B  ri[  I  V^#%9 

Nn«rtra  KepuUcl6n  oi  »  GamntU.  Inmenso  Surtl.lo  <!.•  Toda  Clase  de  Maeblee. 

Se  Buniinidtran  Ciitálopo»!  (|tie  contienen  Precin*  y  Pow  do  Iii.h  Mf  rcAiiclaa.  So  «olicita  rorrnipoDdencU  que  se  IlsTará  e 
Eopafiol,  Fmncéi^,  Iii^rli-n  y  l'ortiieuóit.    Fletf"  barato»  á  ti)d>>«  lix» 


iapr  &  TeDDeKs  Gariiage  pifg.  fio. 

St.  Louis,  Missouri,  U.  S.  A. 

Fabricantes  de  los  vehícúlos  más  populares  en  el  mundo, 
tanto  para  paseo  como  para  negocios. 

PÍ'dANSE  CATIÍlOGOS.  refiriéndose  á  ESTA  PUBLICACiC^N. 


U.  S.  BUGGY  X  GART  GO. 


805  á  825  Broadway, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  E.  U.  de  A. 


'm?i*M*  ''^        Kr'i"'!**"  Fiilirlcas  de  Cal(MÍiii«  (Mint  la  Kx|>ort«i-ión  quo  hay  en 

•uctf     fl  Mundu. 

l'uu  do  ratos  Caleaines-Faetñn,  con  cubierta  toda  de  curru,  i'nbalitdo  y  entre- 
gado libro  de  gastos  »  bordo  en  New  York,  )ior  $65. 

Cou  cada  rehk-ulo  nuuiiiiistraiiKis  Kmtl»  un  asiento  de  combinaclún,  de  unestrs 
propia  iuffiirióii,  |>ura  un  jias^JeroadiciiMinl, 

Tenenias  Cslr>)<luvs  desde  ^0  hasta         para  satisfacer  á  todo  comprador. 
NiU'HtroH  ]ir«TÍfi)«  nicriTcn  «m«"  »«•  lum  haKMii  ikmIíiIoh. 

iiiinritdiir. 


«Iru<<  iirt'cioH  hiiceii  al 


fill 


III 


ST.  LOUIS  GOFFII  GO. 

La  Gran  Casa  de  Artículos  para 
Funerales:  Ataúdes  Féretros, 
Carros  Fúnebres,  Etc. 

Todos  lo»  exportadorci  de  NUEVA  YORK 
trafican  con  nuestros  producto*. 

ST.  LOUIS,  MC,  U.  s.  A. 


by  Googl 


AMERICAN  ENCAUSTIC  TILING  CO. 

(LIMITED.) 

PISO  VÍTREO  HIGIENICO  i  INDESTRUCTIBLE. 
.OZETAS  VIDRIADAS,  ESMALTADAS  Y  DECORADAS. 

Esta  compañía  ]m  renuelto  el  problema  de  una  loza  para  pisos  perfectamente  hi^i^nica 
indoRtractible,  y  tiene  el  placer  de  ofireoerla  6  loe  arqniteotoe  y  al  oomercio  de  todas  laa 

epúhlicas  en  general. 

Fabricamos  lozaw  vitreas  no  absorlx'nto.s  en  a1)s<jlut<)  y  de  varios  tamaños,  de  J  á  3 
•aleadas  caadradae;  también  fabricamos  lozetae  de  diversos  colores  de  mosaico 
'Alhanibra.'' 

por  razón  de  su  flnreza  estas  lozas  son  considenulas  como  el  material  ]iara  i)i.so  más 
igiéuico  (lue  se  conoce,  y  pueden  resistir  el  más  rudo  uso.  El  departamento  de  artillería 
je  los  Estados  Unidos  las  ha  flometído  á  pmeba  con  sus  ensayadoras  mecánicas  en  el 
nenal  de  Watertown,  Mass.,  y  remitiremos  con  gnsto  A  qnien  lo  pida,  nn  rertifiça<ln 
je  este  ensayo.  Esta.s  luzas  han  sido  empleadas  en  algunos  de  los  mejores  editicios, 
anto  públicos  como  i)rivado!s,  de  los  Estados  Unidos. 

Llamamos  además  la  atención  hacia  nnestroe  mosaicos  de  toda  clase  de  dibujos,  y 
MEetas  blancas  v  de  color  de  max^  para  friaoe.  asf  como  losas  doradas  y  de  adoraos  de 

■arios  colores,  itc  calidad  superior. 

Tem'nios  también  nn  completo  surtido  de  ángiilo.s  cóncavos  y  convexos,  molduras,  y 
acetas  para  el  l)orde  y  la  base  de  los  frisos  :  estas  últimas  son  propias  especialmente  para 
nartos  de  baño  y  hflispitalee.  y  son  laa  más  modernas  é  higiénicas  de  las  introdacddas 

asta  la  fecha. 

AMERICAN  ENCAUSTIC  TILING  COHIPANY. 


'A brica  y  oficina: 

kNKSVIkkl 


OHIO. 


(UIMITED.) 

Ofiolna   an  M 
TOWN«l 

iiaa 


w  York: 

UII.DINO, 


IÏES  DE  COifill  DE  BlU  Elll 

I  IfiTÍCOLOS  Hill  US  tm. 

Mamos  AVES  DE  CORBAIi  FINAS,  comprendiendo  todas  las  rasas 

má»  popiiIar<'s  vu  .\iiiéri<*a,  y  liemos  alcanzado  gruii  exporleiicia 
en  ciiuuto  ul  modo  de  euibarcarlaH  para  la  exportación. 

^  "  '  -^^V^'       W^^ED  PLÍMOUTH  ROCK, 

'  WNITE  AND  UCEO  WYAHOOTTES, 

BROWN  AND  WHITE  LEGHORNS, 
BBAHMAS  AND  COCHINS, 

UN6SHAMS  AND  HOUDANS, 
SAMES.  ETC..  ETC. 

También  tenemos  un  surtido  completo  de  loa 
siguientes  artículos:  Iucuba<lores,  Empolladores, 
Molinos  para  Moler  Huesos  Freeooe,  Bebederos, 
Huevos  para  Nidos.  Insferomeiitoe  para  Oastrar 
Pollos,  etc.  Alimento  y  Medicinas  para  las  Aves. 
Artículos  i)ara  Colmenares. 

ti*'  envía  gratl»  el  Catálogo 


»\UKKI>  n.VMnl  TH  Hi'i  K. 


I.A  ílEJOf 

Semilla 


'  I  1. 1  »i  '  ■  I  III   li'"  i\ . 

;  '      ■  ■      ^'  '  !■!'  \NA. 

S  de  la  Mejor  Calidad  para  Jardines  y  Heredades, 

JOHNSON  A  8TOKES, 


mn  mmé  a»  Marliat  Street. 


PHILADELPHIA.  PA..  U.  S.  A. 
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BRAND 


FNVELOPES  AND 
WRITING  PAPERS 


A  complete  line  of  Envelopes  in  all  pizes,  colors,  and 
qualities.  All  fp^es  and  sizea  of  AVritiug  Papers  ; 
from  the  cheapest  to  the  best  gradee  of  Bond  and  Lfnen. 
Mourning  Papan  and  Enyelopes,  all  qualities.  Aek  your 
New  York  commiewon  merchant  for  a  line  of  onr  wamplee 
and  jirice  lists. 


SOI 


pure  lirisb  Xinen  flbaper  anb  lÊnvelopCô. 

mm  i  PEiiiis  imm  co. 


IIS 


li  7  wmian  Mtf  n  Jplm  SlTMlt, 
EW  YORK,  U.  8.  A. 


nd  for 


Ü.S.J 


COBRES  Y  PAPEL 

DE  ESCRIBIR 

PARA  LA  EXPORTACIÓN. 

Uu  surtido  completo  de  Sobres  de  todos  tamaños, 
colores  y  calidades.  Papel  de  Escribir  de  toda  claee 
y  tamaflo,  deede  el  más  barato  hasta  el  papel  más  fino 

para  Bonos  y  papel  de  Lina  Fftpel  j  Sobres  de  Lato  de 

toda  cla8e.  Pídanse  unostra,s  muestras  y  ¡lapel  líntas  de 
precios  á  los  Comisionistas  de  Nueva  York. 

ÚNICOS  rABRIOANTKS  DK 

I^apel  s  Sobree  be  püvo  %ino. 

mm  &  rERKiNS  eiïeiope  co. 

Miembro*  de  la  Aaoclaclón  Nacional  de  Fabricante*. 

I  IS  MMl  i  1 1  «HliM  «Mi  B9  Mn  Simla, 
NEW  YORK,  U.  S.  A. 
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Unpon«a  jiaru  l'on:**. 


El  "Glidden"  Verdadero. 


iitrelaudo  en  Forma  de  Cartui. 

El  de  4  puntas  i>ara  ganado  tiene  púas  con  6  pulgadas  de  separación. 
El  de  2  i)nntas  para  ganado  tiene  púas  con  5  pulgadas  de  separación. 
El  de  4  puntas  para  puercos  tiene  piias  con  3  ó  4  pulgadas  de  seimración. 
El  de  2  piintas  para  puercos  tiene  púas  con  3  pulgadas  de  separación. 


('ABI.K  íiAI.VAMZAPO  PAHA  rERrAS(iin  Pi'ia»». 

TAMBIÉN  GRAPONES  PARA  CERCAS  Y  PUNTAS  DE  PARIS. 

Alambr»  Lino*  Drotempladoi  y  GalvaniudoR  para  Cerca*. 

odoa  loa  producto*  catán  bechoa  del  mineral  mimio  hnio  una  nM  dirección,  y  ao  garautizan  wr  ifcualea  A  caaleM]uier« 

articulua  qui>  m  fabriquen. 

Nuestra  Es])ecialidad  es  el  Alambre  do  Púas  para  la  exportación  enrollado  en  aspas  de 
equeñas  proporciones  cúbicas,  efectuando  así  una  economía  en  los  gastos  de  transport© 
or  agua. 


OLIVER  WIRE  COMPANY, 

Oticiiia  ilv  KxiHirtm  Utu  :  1  ;«)  (InMMnvirh  St.,  New  York  City,  U.S.  A. 


RITTSBURO, 
U.  S.  A. 


.uquiiiaa  piira 
atininaria  Loc< 


PIERCE  WELL  ENGINEERING  *  SUPPLY  CO. 

123  LIBERTY  STREET,  NEW  YORK,  E.  U.  DE  A. 

Fuhri.  antes  i|.'  todo  oiiunto  M  ni'<v.-iitJi  {>tira  riTlonir  y  Conil>lotnr 

POZOS  ARTESIANOS,  DE  PETROLEO,  DE  GAS, 

A  CCAUICIKK  PKurUNDIIiAI)  I>rjll)B  AO  HASTA  MA*  DC  4,UlO  PIKB. 

Máquinaado  Vapor,  Calderaa,  AparaMado  Hierro,  SURTIDO 
de  ArAKATOSé  IN.sTKUMENTOS  i«ra  PUZOS  de  PETRO- 
LEO, Iiuitrumeutua  |iara  Perforar  y  [lara  Peacar,  C^ble«,  Tuboa 
puraPoKua,  (îuartiicionea,  Barran,  deSucrlún,  Ikimbasdt*  Vapor, 
Boiiib.-ar  Air»!  ('aliente,  Bombaa  de  Mano,  Molintw  de  Viento.  Aparatoa  para  Poroa  Entiifa«do«,  etc. 
omúTil  de  Vapor  (para  Oab>llo  6  para  Brazo)  para  Perforar  Potoa.  Envin.  t>or  Catálogo  Illortrado. 


uinas  de  Levantar  Pesos 

MEJORADAS  Y  PARA  TODA  CLASE  DE  EMPLEOS. 


EN  MUELLES,  DIQUES,  BUQUES,  MINAS,  MARTINETES,  it. 

DE  300  TAMAÏÎOS  Y  FORMAS.    13.000  SE  ENCUENTRAN  EN  USO. 

Maquinaria  para  Levantar  y  Conducir  Ptsos. 
Maquinaria  para  Movar  Carros  da  Cabli  y 
Manijar  Trozas  y  Grandas  Madarot. 

LIDGERWOOD  MANUFACTURING  CO. 

No.  96  Liberty  Str««t.  NEW  YORK 


JOSEPH  Dixon  Crucibi-e 

(COMPANHIA  DE  CRYSOE8  JOSÉ  DIXON.) 

JERSEY  CITY,  N.  J.,  U.  S.  A. 

MlSriROS,   IMr.MlTAlMlUM  T.  F AIIRICAXTF»  I>E 

GRàPHITO,  PLOMBAGIMâ.  LAPIS.  CRÍSOES,  LUSTRE  PARA  FOGÕES.  LUBRiFICANTES  E 

PRODUCTOS  DE  6RAPHIT0  DE  TODA  A  SORTE. 

N'iU('ITA-«C  roaKrXMÍNPKNCI*. 


VALUE  OF  AMERICAN  COINS. 


The  following  table  shows  the  value  in  United  States  gold,  of  coins  represent- 
ing the  monetary  units  of  the  Central  and  South  American  Republics  and 
Mexico,  estimated  quarterly  by  the  Director  of  the  United  States  Mint,  in  pur- 
suance of  act  of  Congress: 

ESTIMATE  OCTOBER  i.  1897. 


Countries. 


Argentine  Republic, 


Standard. 


Silver 


Gold 


Gold  . . 


Silver  . . . . 


Gold  and 
silver. 


Silver  . . . . 


Gold  and 
silver. 

Silver  . . . . 

Gold  and 
silver. 

Silver  . . . . 


Silver  . 
Gold  . . 


Gold  and 
silver. 


Unit. 


Gold  and  Peso 
silver. 


10.965» 

Boliviano.'  .412 


Value 
in  U.  S. 
gold 
or 
silver. 


Milreis . 


Colon 


Peso 


Peso 


Peso 


Peso 


Sucre 


Gourde. 


Dollar. 


Sol.. 
Peso 


Bolivar. 


.546» 

.465 
.412 

.365 

.412 

.926* 

.412 
.965 

.446 

.412 
1.034 

.193» 


Coins. 


ÍGoId — Argentine  {$4.824) 
and  Argentine. 
Silver — Peso  and  divisions. 

Silver — Ek>liviano  and  divi- 
sions. 

^  Gold — 5.  10,  and  20  milreis. 
(  Silver — ^,  I,  and  2  milreis. 


f  Gold — 2,  5,  10,  and  20colons 

J  ($9-307). 
Silver — 5,  10,  25,  and  50  cén- 
timos. 

Silver — Peso  and  divisions. 


1 


{Gold— Escudo     (Si. 824). 
doubloon  ($3.650),  condor 
($7-300). 
Silver — Peso  and  divisions. 

(Gold — C  o  n  d  o  r  ($9.647), 
double  condor. 
Silver — Peso  and  divisions. 

j  Gold — Doubloon  ($5.017). 
{  Silver — Peso. 

ÍGoId — Condor  ($9.647)  and 
divisions. 
Silver — Sucre  and  divisions. 

Silver — Gourde. 

Gold— Dollar  ($0.983),  2}4, 
5,  10,  and  20  dollars. 

Silver — Dollar  (or  peso)  and 
divisions. 

Silver — Sol  and  divisions. 

Gold — Peso. 

Silver — Peso  and  divisions. 

Gold — 5,  10,  20,  50,  and  loo 

bolivars. 
Silver — 5  bolivars. 


•Fixed. 

Paraguay  has  no  gold  or  silver  coins  of  its  own  stamping.  The  silver  peso 
of  other  South  American  republics  circulates  there,  and  hos  the  same  value  as 
in  the  countries  that  issue  it. 


THE  FERRIS  HAHS  AND  BACON 

Htaiid  at  the  hoa<l  of  Anierioan  Fine  Cured  Smoked 
Meats  ill  excellence  of  flavor  and  reliable  Hliippin^ 
qiialitieH.  Foreign  buyerK  are  invited  to  order  our 
brand  throuirl^  their  New  York  correspondent. 

F.  A.  FERRIS  &  COMPANY, 


■^?,  ?r,4,  :^r,i-,  ?hH.  ?70,  AND  272  MOTT  STREET, 


NEW  YORK,  N.  Y,,  U.  S.  A, 


MAISON  ETABLIE  CU  l«3«. 


LES  JAMBOIIS  ET  LE  LARD  SALÉ  DE  "FEBRIS" 

siiriMUMeiit  toutes  les  Tlandes  Américaines  Conserrées 
et  Fumées»  quant  A  l'excellence  du  goût  et  à  la  manière 
de  leur  préparation  pour  l'exportation.  Les  négroclants 
/^traui^ers  sont  invités  à  faire  leurs  commandes  de  notre 
fabrique  par  l'intermédiaire  de  leur  a^^cnt  à  Xew-YorlL. 

F.  A.  FERRIS  ft  COMPANY, 

52,  264,  266,  268,  270,  ANO  272  HOTÏ  SI  REET,        NEW  YORK.  N.  Y.,  U.  S.  A. 


■STABLCCIDA  KM  iSSS. 


LOS  JAMONES  Y  TOCINOS  DE  "FERRIS" 

»e  encuentran  al  frente  de  todas  la»  Carnes  Finas 
Amertcanas  Ouradas  y  Ahumadas,  en  onanto  A  la  ez- 
oelencia  en  el  sabor  y  las  condiciones  buenas  para  la  ex- 

porta<*i6ii.  Se  ru<ig^a  A  los  compradores  en  el  extranjero 
que  pidan  los  productos  de  nuestra  marca  por  medio  de 
sus  corresponsales  en  New  York. 

F.  A.  FERRIS  ft  COMPANY, 

02, 264, 266, 268, 270,  ANO  272  MOH  STREETi        NEW  YORK,  N.  Y.,  U.  S.  A. 


O  Presunto  e  Toucinho  com  a  Marca  de  "Ferris" 

occiipam  o  prii  ielro  lu^ar  <*ntr«'  todas  as  Carnes  Prepa- 
radas Americanas,  por  serem  muito  ^^•'^tosos  e  po<lerem 
ser  exportados  sem  prejuízo.  Couvida-se  aos  neg^o- 
clantes  estrangeiros  que  fi»çam  suas  compras  por  inter- 
medio de  seu  representante  em  Nova  Torlu 

F.  A.  FERRIS  ft  COMPANY, 

62, 264»  266, 268, 27Q|  AND  272  MOTT  STREET,       NEW  YORK,  N.  Y^  U.  S. 


General  Imiisju  Pas»  V.   

Alpluibettoal  Ubi  oC  AdvcrtlMn,  Faces  V  «ad  Tn. 


Basinan  AmMMiiMMniciito  covtiavMi  o»  Fwe  : 
Itist  In  ISnirtIih  and  Spaniali  of  ArtfelM  Advartliad.  Paces  L-UDCT. 
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7lene  (hs  Ghneraton  (Oas  Acetileno,  Oene- 
ÂûT6a  de)— 

B.  Colt  &  Co.,  11S-117  Nassau  Street,  New 
York,  N.  Y..  U.  S.  A  Ixviii 

ats,  IfanofáctTiren'  (Agentes  para  TM- 

Jites)— 

onsanto  &   Ca,  96  Brondway,  New  York, 
N.  Y..  U.  S.  A  Irxlii 

ícnltnral  Implement  Mannfactoren  (Ins- 
umentos  de  Agricultura,  Fabricantes  de)— 

radUy,  I>avid,  Mfg.  Co..  Dradley.  111.,  U.  S.  A. .  Ixxii 
ingsland  Mauufacturítig  Co.,  St.  Louis,  Mo., 

U.  S.  A   xU 

Thompson  &  Sons  Manufacturing  Co.,  Bcloit. 

Wis..  U.  S.  A  Ixxlv 

'arder,  BushncU  &  Glessner  Co..  The,  Spring- 
field, Ohio.  Ü.  S.  A.    Ix 


Arms  and  Ammunition  (Armas  7  Municiones  ) — 

Ilartlev  &  Graham,  313-115  Broadway,  New- 
York',  N.  Y.,  U.  S.  A  . . . .   xxxiv 

Associated  Industrial  Press  (Prensa  Industrial 

Asociada)— 

Associated  Trade  and  Industrial  Press,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  U.  S.  A   Ixiv 

Autoharps  (Autoarpas)— 

Dolge,  .Mfred,  &  Son,  110-112  East  13th  Street, 
New  York,  N.  Y.,  U.  S.  A   lii 

Baggage  and  ïïotel  Checb,  Charms,  Ifedals,  etc. 

(Contraseñas  de  Equipages  7  de  Hotel,  Dijes, 
Medallas,  etc.)— 

American  Railway  Supply  Co.,  34  Park  Place. 

New  York,  N.  Y  .  U.  S.  A   IviU 


LA  BICICLETA 

"STERLING" 

HECHA  COMO  UN  RELOJ. 

Obtnvo  el  Primer  Premio  en  la  Exposición  Internacional 
de  Bruselas  de  este  afio  

C  RECIBEN  PEDIDOS  POR  CONDUCTO  DE  CUALQUIER  CASA  RESPETABLE 
DE  NUEVA  YORK  QUE  HACA  NEGOCIOS  DE  EXPORTACIÓN  V  COMISION. 

e  solicita  correspondencia  con  personas  de  respetabilidad  &  ñu  de 
establecer  agrencias  para  la  venta  de  esta 
bicicleta  tan  popular. 

STERLING  CYCLE  WORKS, 

CHICAGO,  ILLINOIS,  U.  S.  A. 


ADEREZOS  PARA  CUEROS. 

Kl  A<l<T«*z(t  |iarn  ArneM*H  dv  Frank  Mllli-r  ri-coiiore 
como  "  Kl  Modelo."  Produco  un  luütrt.-  ue^ru  u/jiLmícLo  bríllanta, 
que  DO  M»  p«la  ni  tizna,  y  al  que  no  m  lo  p^ga  el  poWo. 

El  Jabón  para  Anieaes  de  Frank  Miller.  No  tiene  rivnl 
[wnt  lini|iiar  y  «uaTizar  lua  omeMa.  Empacado  en  pauea,  Taa^aa,  caj»»  y 

cuQcte». 


Kl  .V<l«T«'Zo  '*  Medium"  de 
rank  Millir.  Tara  adobar  y 
iT  la  último  mano  á  laa  palaa  de 
itaa  y  sapatoa  de  becerro  fluo  jr  cuero 
'aoalado,  y  todo*  loe  articulo*  de 


sa 


nuuK  Maurt 


nnsBDroiiBzsaia 


cuero  negro  que  hiin  retado  almac^'na- 
doe  (>  M  ban  «mnohecidoa,  voMiodo. 
loa  á  au  eatado  primitivo.  Da  na 
luitre  fino  que  no  m  deteriora  coo  al 

itjo. 
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Business  Manager,  Situation  Wanted  (Admi- 
nistrador de  Negocios,  se  Solicita  Colocación 
como  tal)— 

F.  M.  Hight,  Anniston.  Ala.,  U.  S.  A   Ixiv 

Butchers'  Supplies  (Artículos  para  Car- 
niceros)— 

Gus.  V.  Brecht  Butchers'  Supply  Co.,  SI.  Louis, 
Mo.,  r.  S.  A   xl 

Butter  Packers  for  Export  (Empacadores  de 
Mantequilla  para  la  Exportación)— 

Knrzman  Uros.,   ;S   Pearl  Street,  New  York. 
N.  Y  ,  U.  S.  A  Ixxxv 

Cards,  Flasrlng  (Naipes)— 

l".  ÍV  Pla>-inKCard  Co..  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  U.  S.A.  xiv 

Car  Begisters  (Contadores  de  Pasajes  para 

Carros)— 


New  Haven  Car  Register  Co,,  New  Haven, 
Conn..  U.S.  A   liii 

Sterling  Supply  and  Mfg.  Co.,  UI-15S  East  75th 
Street.  New  Vork,  N.  Y  ,  I'.  S.  A  IxxÍT 

Car  Wheel  Manufacturers  (Buedas  de  Carro, 
Fabricantes  de)— 

Lolxlcll  Car  Wheel  Co.,  Wilmington,  Del.,  U. 
S,  A   xviii 

Carriage  Manufacturers  (Camuses,  Fabrican- 
tes de)— 

Goodrich.  J.  K.,  &  Co.,  684  Broadway,  New  York, 

N.  Y..  r.  S.  A   XJcii 

Mansur  &  Tehbetts  Carriage  Manufacturing  Co.. 
St.  Louis,  Mo..  U.S.  A   xli 

Carts,  Bead,  Manufacturers  of  (Calecines,  Fa- 
bricantes de)— 

D.  F.  Sargent  &  Son.  Geneseo,  Henry  Co.,  111.. 
U.  S.  A  \xxxi 


de 


Siete  y  media  octavan,  tres  unisones  en 
todas  lurtes,  dobles  cuerdas  para  el  bajo, 
doble  acción  rei)etidora  :  la  armadura  toda 
de  hierro,  láminas  esííulpidas  en  los  lados  y 
en  la  parte  del  frente  (véase  el  grabado). 
Caja  de  doble  enchapmlo;  moldara  de  Bal- 
lon en  la  parte  alta  y  teclas  de  marñl. 

El  mecanismo  de  mandolina  agregado  á 
este  instrumento  imita  los  sonidos  de  la 
mandolina,  la  citara,  el  banjo,  la  guitarra, 
el  antoari)a,  las  cajas  de  música,  el  clavi- 
cordio, la  espineta,  la  dulzaina,  el  dulcimer 
y  muchos  otros  instrumentos  músicos. 
Dimensiones:  IxHigitud,  5  pies;  altura,  4  pies  9  pulgadas;  anchura,  2  piea  S  pulgadas, 

SCHUBERT  PIANO  CO. 

Miembros  de  la  Asociación  Nacional  de  Fabricantes  de  los  Estados  Unidos  de  América. 

NEW  YORK  CITY. 

S«  atiendan  los  padidos  haehaa  per  al  intarmadio  da  casas  camisianistas. 


GRABADO  No.  6. 


INSTRUMENTO  MUSICO  NACIONAL  AMERICANO. 


EL  AUTOARPA 


SIMF>I-I 


ZIMMERMANN. 

DIVERTIDA.  INSTRUCTIVA. 


Más  de  5(K),0()0  Autoar])as  han  sido  vendida-^  y  encueutrun  en 
uso  en  totios  los  lugare.-  del  GIoIk).  Solo  el  verdadero  mérito  podría 
asegurar  una  venta  tan  fenomenal  de  cualquier  artículo. 

Diez  diferentes  cla-ses  á  pretños  que  varían  de  $1.50  hasta  $160.00. 

En\ie  V.  ]>or  el  Catálogo  y  Listas  de  Precios. 


ALFRED   DOLGE  & 

Autoarpa  No,  6.  $25.00.  110-112  East  13th  Street,  New  York,  U.  S.  A. 

Miembros  de  la  Asociación  Nacional  de  Fabricantes  de  los  Estados  Unidos  de  América. 
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Clothes  Wringers  and  Bolls,  Household  and 
Hardware  Specialties  (EzpriBÜdorM  r 
Bodillof  pan  Bepa,  Enedalididtt  dt  ifftl- 
enloi  Domésticos  ^  de  Ferreteria)  - 

The  American  Wnn^er  Co  ,  99  Chambers  Street, 
New  York,  N.  Y..  U.  S.  A   xri 

Coffee  ICachinery  Hanufactiiren  (Xifoiniiift 
para  Café,  Fabricantes  de}— 

Salem  Iron  Works,  Salem,  N.  C.  U.  S.  A  aonili 

Coffini,  CaikAti  (Féretros,  Ataúdes)  — 

st  Ijoma  Coffin  Co.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  U.  S.  A.   sli 

CMdissed  IGlk  (Ledia  OoDtandi)— 


HdvetU  MttkOoadciiilac  Go-.  HlsUMid,lllL, 
U.S.  A   Izv 

Orttcn  (Mm  (Painotodoraa  de  Algodón)— 


Brown  Cotton  Gin  Co.,  The,  Nc  

Conn.,  U.S.  A  .'  MH 

Cotton  Qoods  (OéneroB  de  Algodón)— 

I^wrencc.  Taylor  &  Co..  109-11 1  Worth  Street. 
New  York,  N.  Y.,  Ü.  S.  .\   sllx 

Dental  Supplies  Maaa&ctverflCArtícnlos  para 
Dentistas»  FMtelentM  4e)— 

Buffalo  DenUl  Mnntifacturing  Co.,  s8?-s8alfaia 
Street,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Ü.  a  A   ztift 

Consolidated  Dental  MsnuflMtutlllC  OOu,  Its 
West  A2d  Street,  New  Yqtk,  K.  Y.7u. &  A   xx 

DeatisU(DiAtiitas>- 

W.  V.  Davenport,  D.  D.  S.,  503  Plflh  A^, 

New  York,  N.  Y.,  f  .  S.  A  Mt 

Desk  Manufacturers  (Fabricantes  de  £scrite« 
rios)— 


I'  s 


bcii 


MÁQUINAS  PARA  TALADRAR  Y  TORNEAR 


Son  Bttperioreg  á  loa 
tornos  para  trabajos  de 
diflcoB  y  se  ahorra  dinero 
nsándolag.  Se  tiene  listo 
un  surtido  grande  á  fln 
de  llenar  loa  pedidos  aln 
dilacidn^ 

TCRNOS  Y  MáQUIMS  DE 

forneu. 


MAQUINAS  PARA  TALAOflAR   V   TOBNE«R   ?í   37  PuLrjjlv 

THE  BULLARD  MACHINE  TOOL  CO., 

ESTABLECIDA  EN  IMO.  BRIMKPORT,  COM.,  U.  S.  A 


1, 


1 1 1  I  :  1 1  t  <  )  1 1 


1 1 1  r 1 1 '  1  !  I  t  •  '  ^. 


COLLINS  &  CO. 
HARTFORD 

INSTRUMENTOS  CORTANTES  DE  SUPERIOR  CALIDAD. 


Para  i.Mm.  r  .  .it,ili>eo« 

i  I        t  I  I'  ' 


COLLINS  ft  CO.,  212  Water  Street,  New  York. 


COMPASKA  establecida  en  1857. 

AMERICAN  LEAD  PENCIL  CO 

4S9  Sroonia  Straat,  Haw  York  City.    21  Farriastoa  Avaaaa,  Loadaa. 

FABRICANTE  DK 

LAPICES,  CABOS  DE  PLUMA,  NOVEDADES,  CREYONES  DE  COLOR,  ETC. 
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Edge  Tool  Manufacturers  (Instrumentos  Cor- 
tantes, Fabricantes  de)— 

Clark  &  Pansons,  East  Milton,  Me.,ü.  S.  A  IxviH 

Collins  &  Co.,  212  Water  Street,  New  York, 
N.  Y..  U.  S.  A   Uv 

Electricid  Batteries  (Baterías  Eléctricas)— 

Gordon-Burnham  Battery  Co.,  82-86  West  Bread- 
way,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  Ü.  S.  A    Ixiü 

The  Leclanché  Hatter>-  Co.,  iii-Jiy  East  laist 
Street,  New  York.  N.  Y.,  U.S.  A   xvi 

Electrical  Incandescent  Lamps  (Lámparas 
Eléctricas  Incandescentes)— 

The  Columbia  Incandescent  I^mpCo.,  1910-1914 
Olive  Street,  St.  Ix>uis,  Mo.,  U.  S.  A   IxxvU 

Electrical  Machinery  and  Appliances  (Maqui- 
naria Eléctrica  7  Aparatos  Eléctricos)— 

Genenil  Electric  Co.,  Schenectady,N.  Y.,U.S.  A. .  lili 


Electrical  Specialties  (Especialidades  Eléc- 
tricas)— 

Wagner  Electrical  Mffr.Co..St.  I/>uis,Mo..U.S.A.  xl 
Columbia  Incítnde.sccnt  Lamp  Co  Ixxvii 

Electrical  Supplies  (Materiales  Eléctricos)— 

Partrick  Sí  Carter  Co.,  12s  South  Second  Street, 
Philailclphia.  Pa..  U.S. A   Ixxxii 

Electric  Wire  and  Cables  (Alambre  7  Cables 

Eléctricos)— 

Amcric.ui  Electrical  Works,  The,  Providence, 
k.  I  .  U.  S.  A   viil 

Engines  (Máquinas  de  Vapor)— 

Weston  Engine  Co., Painted  Po«t,N.  Y.,  U.  S.  A.lxxxvi 

Enyelopes  and  Writing  Papers  (Sobres  7  Papel 
de  Escribir)  — 

Raynor  8:  Perkins  Envelope  Co.,  115-117  William 
Street,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  U.  S.  A   xliv 


FAIRY 
SOAP 

(JABON  FAIRY) 

Puro  —  Blanco—  Flotante. 

El  Jabón  del 
Siglo. 

THE  n.  K.  FAIRBANK  COMPANY,  Únicos  Fabricant*».  NEW  YORK.  U.  S.  A. 


GOLD 

dUST 

WASHING  POWDER 

(JABÓN  EN  POLVO  PARA  LAVAR) 

"  POLVO  DE  ORO" 
lo  limpia  todo  pronto,  barato  y 
perfectamente. 
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Fnrs,  H&tten'  (Fieles  para  Sombrereros)— 

Jonas  &  Nftumbiirg,  7  Washinjyton  Place,  New 
York.  N.  Y.,  U.  S.  A   Ixxvil 

Furs  and  SUns,  Exporter  and  Importer  (Fieles, 
Exportador  y  Importador  de)— 

Joseph  Ullmann,  165-167  Mercer  Street,  New 
York,  N.  Y..  U.  S.A  Ixxx 

Qas  Engines  (Uáqninas  de  Gas)- 

Union  Gas  Engine  Co.,  309  Howard  Street, 
San  Francisco.  Cal..  U.  S.  A  Ixxxii 

Weher  r.ns  and  Gasoline  Engine  Co.,  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  U.S. A  Ixxxil 

Qlazed  Eld,  ICannfacturers  of  (Cabritilla  Sati- 
nada, Fabricantes  de)— 


American  Leather  Co.,  16  Spruce  Street,  New 
York.  N.  Y..  U.  S.  A  


Iv 


Qlue  Ifanufacturers  (Cola,  Fabricantes  de)— 

Reardon  Glue  Co..  St.  Louis.  Mo..  U.  S.  A  

Qranite,  Agate,  and  Plated  Ooods  líannñictTirers 
(Efectos  Plateados  7  de  los  Llamados  "Ágata" 
7  Sranito,  Fabricantes  de)— 

Manning,  Bowman   &  Co.,  Meriden,  Conn., 
U.S. A  

Graphite  Products,  líanniáctnrers  of  (Productos 
de  Grafito,  Fabricantes  de)— 

Dixon,  Joseph,  Crucible  Co.,  Jersey  City,  N.  J., 

U.S.  A  

Grocers'  Specialties,  lianufacturers  and  Paclcers 
of  (Fabricantes  7  Empacadores  de  Especiali- 
dades para  Especieros')— 

E.  C.  Hazard  &  Co.  ,117-1 19  Hudson  St.,  and  4^-54 
North  Moore  Street.  New  York,  N.  Y.,  U.  S.  A  .  Ixxvi 


Vlll 


Ivi 


AMERICAN  ARISTOTYPE  CO., 

FABRICAIITCS  DE 

PAPEL  PERMANENTE  DE  FOTOGRAFÍA 


Superficie  LuMtrona  ó  Mato. 


I>lreccí6n  Cablefcráflca :  "Aristo." 


JAMCSTOWN,  ■.  V.,  U.  S.  A. 


STEEL  CO. 

COMPAÑÍA  DE  ACERO  CRESCENT. 

Fabricantes  de  acero  fino,  propio 
para  instrumentos  mecánicos,  tala- 
•  Iros  de  minar,  dados,  ejes,  sierras, 
resortes  y  herramientas. 

478  y  480  Pearl  Street, 

NEW  YORK.  E.  U.  da  «. 

Los  Talleres  en  F*itt.sburj^,  PennHvlvania. 


American  Railway  Supply  Go. 

u  PARK  PLACE.  NEW  YORK, 

FABRICANTES  DE 

CHEQUES  PARA  EQUIPAJE, 

ARMARIOS  PARA  BILLETES, 

SAGâBQCADOS  y  FECHADORES  para  los  mismos. 

Tánicos  fabrIcuitM  d^l  Faohader  da  Blllataa 
laoalaa  ean  tipa  da  aaara  da  Janas,  7  é«u< 

evUimim  la  feclia  en  reliuvo  con  v\  tipo.  No  *<•  necesitan 
ni  tiuU  ni  cint*. 


MÁQUINAS  DE  HACER  MEDIAS  DE  BRANSON. 

KHtni*  inAquiliaM  hnn  hIcIu  v«mic11<1ma  on  ntitl  toiio*  Ion  iiiitnt-n  durante  Ioh  Altininn 
veinte  aftuH.  S«  la»  una  de!  iiilHinii  modu  en  la»  fábrican  tiue  «n  Iu«  caMaM  particu- 
lareH  y  en  el  circulo  de  la  familia.  Kl  número  de  laH  que  m»  han  ronittruldo  lleipa 
A  liO.OOO.  Las  maneja  un  muchacho  ô  una  muchacha:  non  fnerten,  y  no  pneden 
rompente  fAcilmeute.  Se  euvian  clrculareH  en  alemftn,  oitHteIlan<»  6  iùglé«  al  que 
laH  d«it««. 


BRANSON 

No.  506  St.  John  Stroot. 


MACHINE  CO., 

PHILADELPHIA.  PA.,  E.  u.  do  A. 


La  Maquinaria  Más  Moderna  Para  Desmotar 

AI.OODÓN  DC  FIBRA  CORTA  Ó  l-AROA. 

MAQUINAS  DE  HILAS  PARA  lWOLINOS  DE  ACEITE, 

Presupuestos  y  planos  para  los  establecimientos  de  molinos  y  sus  adhérentes.  Dtrijanse: 

A  LA  COMPAÑÍA  DE  DESMOTAR  ALGODÍH  DE  BROW»,  Hew  London,  Conn.,  E.  ü.  de  A. 


THE  a 


JOHNSTON 


93 


La  llave  patentada  de  Johnston  para  pipas 

de  acerf>  forjmlo  &  martinete.  Garantizada. 

1.a  mejor  y  mí»  moderna,  nenrlIU  y  fuerte.    Nnnra  se  «ptirhurra.    Pnirtirnmente  ne  ajusta  por  «i  misma.    Li»ta  d« 

pri-<  io«  5  dostcui'Utu»,  loK  miMiiiH  nue  Stillon.    8u  hiict'U  do  ttf*  Ittiiiiifioíi  de  J  O,  10  v  24  pulgadm, 

W.  T.  JOHNSTON  &  CO.,  32  Y  34  VESEY  STREET,  NEW  YORK. 
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OQSfi) 


Drigga-^ábury  Gun  and  Ammunition  Co.,  i» 
UMtty  »J«et,  New  York.  N.  Y.,  U.  S.  A   x 

&Bf'iBllM  (JÉnsBM  7  Todnot)— 

F.  A.  Ferris  &  Co..  262-273  Mott  Street.  New  York 
X.  Y.,  y,  â.A.  zlvilt 

SWlWMf  VmftMifBlift  (lUflOISBftM  A( 

reteria)  - 

Whitman  &  Ramea  Mfg.  Co,,  T)i«.  N«w  York, 

¥..0.a  A  „  7.  W 

dades  ea) — 


Quincy  Hardware  Manufacturing  Co.,  Qumc>, 
111.,  USA   Inside  front  cover/^ 

Racine  iiiirUvv.drt  Co..  liacine.  Wis.,  Ü.  8.  A   Ixvi 

Tower  &  Lyon.  95  Chambers  Street.  New  York, 
N.  Y..  u.  S.  A   Ixxii 

Yale  &  Towne  Manufacturing  Co..  84-66 
Chambers  Street,  New  York.  N.  V.,  and  SUuu- 
focd,  Ooaa.,  Ü.&   

Haí  IbBoftMtoNn  (flMâbMiMf  HÉfariontM 

de)~ 


M.  S.  Levy  &  Sons,  40-42  South  ftiCA  StfCCt, 
Baltimore.   Md..  and  15  WMMlutoa  Plaet, 

New  York.  N.  Y..  U.  S.  A  .\T  

Stetson,  John  B..  Co..  174S  North  4U1  Street. 
PbiladelpUm  Fk.,  V,  8.  A  TT.  J» 


If  U 


i  AQ  CSPfíÚÍI  1  AC  «BOIItntiU  «a*  Vtalâ  ttoida  )  lucrstiTa.  BS«b  tiroato  nxuiu>c«  la  uUlidad 
LJlW  Ç#UUP]UJlO  <!•  eM«  Mtleato  j  loa  pdbdoa  aammtaa  fnadMMato  4oiid*  «ilam  qM  m  Intn» 
AM^iiHtltqy«adofJonrilloiiararo|ia«ODdoin  de  ni^^    â  tadw  1m  demi* «bjatoa  aãcãto c(aM. 

NoMotroa  fiibricamoa  exclaMfsmonta  ESCOBILLAS  do  uAw»  clai«w,  rariando  el  previo  d«  ?,'>.60  A  S18 
la  gnirM.   Tnwaoa  niw  cantidad  aurtlda  á  $2fi,  cumo  muestras.    Lo*  artictUoa 

iuo  cuntifliiHi  dM  dooms,  7     pom  dnpadt  an  tatuam  da  aadav»  pM»  la 

orreapoDilanda. 

ONONOiGA  WHISK  BROOM  WORKS,  ^^rí^l^ s.  « 


Mexican  Safe  OepositS  Trust  Co. 

MËXICO  CITY,  IMEXICO. 


A  Cl«ii«na  Baoklns  Bii«1b< 


CjloUMtfMWllada  teiUlIÍMi«rfb»Bapablic  SxehaoK 
BooBBt  ud  Sold.   Otafti  laracd  on  N<> w  Tork . 


WESTERN  BLOCK  CO., 

Loe  K  [IO  ;  »  .    M  .    v.,    U.    S.  a. 

■WD  SHEAVES. 


JS£PARADORAS  DE  CREMA  DE  FUERZA  CENTRIFUGA. 

Laa  geparadorwM  de  Cr<«m»  Mejoradas  de  Shnrple»  «on  1mm  MáquloAtt  de 

l>t*ttnatur  máH  VorivvtAr.. 
Puedan  wr  moTidui  por  vajMir.  i>or  niccñaicu  >'<  k  tiiiino.    Ij» hth     ■  -•  ibli-cor  corres- 
pondencia con  c««h«  <|ut>  iiet^nclcri  cu  artículua  empleadiui  en  la  !■  '<i  i  1  1  11  tnistnimentoe 
a^rtcola«,  t-ii  ii<)u<'Ilo«  lu^rarL»  duudu  uu     r onojtcan  nuf^tra»  má.jUHuu-..        :r1twa«  uldiaitdo 
rat^lot^OA  <-n  iugléa,  copuflal  úAlOBláB. 

T>i-r>-r:,^-.v  r-.-n  ri.  í\r;-r:  R.  M.  SIHARPI.ES, 
  1    i  M  M  v  WEST  CHESTER,  PJI..  y.  S.  IL 


Ra  R.  FOGEL  &  CO- 

177  k  179  BRr  nr  WAY.  NEW  YORK. 

Fabricantes  de  J  O  Y  E.  R  í  A  de  Todas 

AKfntes  de  los  RELOJES     Aimncan  VValtham,  "  y  "Victoria, 
titiles  y  herramit'utiiM  para  n^lojeroai    Lenteit  y  EHpejuelos. 

.   .  .1..  i  .T-.',..    t  '.,t:  I    11,,  .  1  ..      ...    , .. ,  .  t  ,  ,TT  , ,  . ,  1  1    1      ,  : ... 


■t- 


N, 


BATES  &  BA 

nBHHUIEl  T  UmiUMEt 

DeToQamasiiiieEÉliiiiiiGlliilsillo. 

OVftSE  m  MESTROS  MTÍÍLMM  El  ESNUL 

II  John  Street, 

NEW  YORK,  U.  S.  A. 


rÁon. 

Hinges,  Butts,  Bolts,  etc  (Bisagras,  Qoznes)— 

Bommcr  lirothers,  .■^51-353  Jav  Street,  Brooklyn, 
S.W.V.S.  A.........   xxiv 

Stanley  Works,  The,  Xew  Britain,  Conn.,  U. 
S.  A.'.  Inside  front  cover. 

Hoisting  Engines  and  Dredging  Machinery 
(líáquinas  de  Lerantar  Pesos  y  de  Dragar)— 

lambert   Hoi.tting  Engine  Co..  Newark,  N.  J., 

U.S.  A   li 

I.idRerwood  Manufacturinf;  Co.,  96  Lil>erlv 
Street,  New  York.  N.  Y  ,  U.  S.  A  '.  xM 

Horse  Sweat  Pad,  Uanufacturers  (Almohadillas 
Sudaderas  para  Caballos,  Fabricantes  de)— 

McClain,  K.  I...  ManufactiirinR  Co.,  Oreenficld, 

Ohio,  f  .  S.  A   Ix 

Sommcrs  Bros.  Mír.  Co..  St.  I.oui.s.  Mo..  V.  S.  A.  xl 


Hosiery  2£anufaeturers  (Hedias,  Fabricantes  de) 

Raiiit>o  i>¿  kcí^'ar,  Norristown.  I*a.,  V.  S.  A   xxx 

Hulling  Machinery  for  Bice  and  Coffee  (Haqui- 
naria  para  Descascarar  Arroz  y  Café)— 

EnKcllRTR  Huiler  Co..  The.  ^yn  Produce  Ex- 
change. New  York,  N.  Y.,  I'.  S.  .-\  Ixxxviii 

niuminating  Qas  (Alumbrado  de  Gas)  — 

Sunlight  Gas  Co.,  105  Poydra.s  Street,  Dallas, 
Tex.,  r.  S.  A  Ixxvii 

Inks,  Writing,  and  Uucilage  (Tinta  de  Escribir 
y  Mucilage)- 

Thaddeus  Davids  Co..  12;  William  Street,  New 

York,  N.  Y.,  V.  S,  A   Ixxxil 

Insurance,  Life  (Compañía  de  seguros  Sóbrela 
Vida)— 

New  York  Life  Insurance  Co.,  346  Broadwav, 

New  York.  N.  Y  .  f  .  S  A  '.  .  xcvi 


ilmohadillas  Sudaderas  para  Colleras  de  Caballo  y  tlmohadillas 

PARA  OTRAS  PARTES  DE  LOS  ARNESES. 

Imuran  y  cvitiiu  lii*  ri/inlutan  v  •  •MiHiMniii'«  iTinliii.'iilafi  ¡kip  Un  i-ollt-nui  y  iiriir^pii.  l'n 
Ca>»llo  riirre  man  luri^n  ticiii|H)  y  triilji^ja  nnjor  li  se  le  pourn  nliiiuhii<lillM  n|iru|ii»<la«. 
Mii«  «le  ¿.'io.iNio  «iix'euiu  »e  unan  miualnimt»  Btilu  enloa  Ratadus  l'iiiiliM.  1jo<i  faltricautt*  eu 
anii<iH>«  <'ii  iMiitira  •<xtmnJori>«  dvlwrtuti  (tedlmno  (liwri|irioni>fi  iliiiitnulaa  «obre  Mta  materia. 
SI  •^t<<«  artiruliM  llcfcnn  li  ohtenor  tlonisudu  pti  nigtiri  iiii'rcixln,  la  obtienen  eu  grande  wala 
V  iluu  «ÍMn|ir<-  n-«ulinil<w  aatiafactoriiw. 

Í.  L  McGLAIN  MANUFACTURING  COMPANY,  Greenfield,  Ohio,  E.  U.  de  A. 


U  AGiVILLADORA  MODELO 


ELEVADORES  A  ALIMENTACMN  FORZADA.  ELEV.W  ELGR.\XO 
cnn  fariliiiad  y  crteta  y  rn  liut^ua  condiri.'iii  liiuta  ni  anodailor.  Kue<ia 
ExcéiitrUx  [«ra  Muniíuütrur  niayur  fuerza  cuando  m  oeoeaita  con  al  objfto 

Jo  comprimir  v  ligar  d  du /. 

LA  GUADAÑADORA  MODELO. 

Tna guadañadora <l>*corti' ilelauturo  cuu  lami«mn  cuiuii  iJad  |jura  curiar  y  lauiütiiwt  itiiruliiliiUd  i|Uf  las Kuadaftadora</de corte 
trttMTii.    AhM>lata  K'^uriilail  para  ni  que  la  niaii>-ja.    1.a  niA(|iiina  en  |>erfectanion(«  n|uilitirada  y  de  lAcil  tracción  para  loa 
raUilIiM.    >'()  buy 'itnu  agarilladonui  6  K<ia<laAaduraii  que  reunau  tan  bueoaa  coudicioue*  cumo  é¿aa. 
PtDANHK  I'ataUkxm.    .Se  wilírtta  rummpuudi'Dcla. 

 THE  WARDER.  BUSHNEIL  &  GLESSNER  COMPANY,  Springfield.  Otilo.  U.  S.  A. 


FABRICANTES  DE 

MAOUINABIA  PARA 
LABRAR  MADERA. 

PreniM  do  Cabeca  de  Banco, 
Rick-letaA,  MAquinaa  Sapacialea. 

PiiliiM'  «-I  ratitoKO. 

H.  B.  Smith  Machine  Go. 

Smlthviilc,  Burlington  Co.. 
N.  J.,  E.  U.  de  A. 


MMablvcida  rn  1863.  DiarmAN  por  el  cable  "  Woulsev  "  Jer.sey.  (Constituida  lf(r.ilnu-nt<>  t-n  1  SW) 

C.  A.  WOOI-8EY  PAINT  &  COLOR  CO. 

Fabricant*»  •  Importadores  do  Pinturas  y  Coloras,  Barnicos, 
....   Pinturas  Mozoladas,  Nalsomina  .... 

L.A    RINTURA    DE    COBRE    DE   WOOI.8EY    I.A  MEJOR. 

PINTURAS  PARA  NAVIOS.V  PINTURAS  PARA  LA  EXPORTACION,  UNA  ESPECIALIDAD. 

TALLERES:   Crand,  Lincoln  and  Coldan  Sta. 
OFICINA  y  ALMACEIÍ:  100  and  102  Hudson  St.  " 


JERSEY  CITY,  N.  J.,  U.  S.  A. 


KEYSTONE  TELEPHONE  CO., 


BURG,  RA.,  U.  8.  A., 

fahricantes  de 


TELÉFONOS  DE  PRIMERA  CliSE.  TABLEROS  DE  CONMUTADORES  PARA  TELÉFONOS. 


PidaiiMi*  CutA l(>ir<>!4  v  I.Utaa  il«<  Pr«'clo«. 


image 
not 
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Lawyers  (Abogados)— 

Walton.  Clifford  S.,  Washington  Trust  Building, 

WashinRlon,  D.  C.  U.  S.  A   Ixiv 

Christopher  Fallon.  411  Walnut  Street,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa..  U.  S.  A   Ixiv 

Knobcl.  John  Ksher,  84  Salle  Street.  Chicago, 
111.,  U.  S.  A   Ixiv 

Leather  (Cuero)— 

Ignited  States  Leather  Co..  26  Ferry  Street,  New 
York,  N.  Y..  U.  S.  A    xvi 

Leather  Dressings  (Aderezos  para  (Tueros)— 

Frank  Miller  Co.,  The.  349  West  a6th  Street, 
New  York,  N.  Y..  I  .  S.  A   1 

Locks  (Cerraduras)— 

Miller  Ixx:k  Co..  4531  Tacony  Street,  Philadel- 
phia, Pa..r.  S.  A   X 


Locomotives  (Locomotoras)—  """" 

H.  K.  Porter  &  Co.,  v^o  Wood  Street,  Pittsburg, 
Pa.,  U.  S.  A   J\xv 

Schenectady  l^icoraotive  Works,  Schenectady. 

New  York.  N.  Y..  U.  S.  A  Ixxxiv 

Machines  for  Sheet  Ifetal  Workers  (ICiquinas 
para  Trabajos  de  Uetal  en  Láminas)— 

Niagara  Stamping  and  Tool  Co.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.. 
U.S.  A   Ixxiii 

Uachinery,  Brick,  Lünufacturers  of  (Maquinaria 
Ladrillera,  Fabricantes  de)  — 

Creager's,  Jonathan,  Sons  Co.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
U.  S.  A  Inside  front  cover. 

Machinery,  Coal  Mining,  Conveying,  etc  (Ma- 
quinaria para  Minas  de  Carbón)— 

The  Jeffrey    Manufacturing  Co.,  Columbus. 
Ohio.  U.  S.  A   Ixtx 


SoHi-itaae  correspundcnria. 


THE  tHID  k  LEOPOLD  DESK  GO., 

BURLINGTON,  lOWt,  U.  S.  i. 

Fatrlcantes  da  los  Escritorios  de  Oficina,  marca 

"LEOPOLD," 

PARA  l_A  EXPORTACIÓM. 

Construídos  de  la  mejor  manera  posible  i>ara 
que  sean  duraderos. 

EHcrltorlos  de  Tapa  Corrediza. 

KacritoriuM  de  Tapa  Plana. 

EacrItoriuH  de  Nogal  y  de  Roble. 


Herman  Kohibusch,  Sr. 

K-t«bl<-cido  en  1. •*■.'.». 

Fnl'ricniitp  ilf  Balnn/jw  Finan 
y  I'tKUM  imra  tojiwt  los  umh* 
lino  n-quitran  la  exartitiul. 

59  Nassau  Street, 
(.'omer  Slaidcu  LaD«, 

New  York. 

PidaKv  rl  C«tilog;u. 


Ai>pll(«tl«R«  foraparaln  Iba  BulUila  for  biiitiMai  MiaaaaoMBenla  of  com- 
mrrcUl,  fltuorUI.  kod  jirnfraaional  mormu,  (buuld  b«  iiMn»»<  to  Tm 
Bl  kiài-  or  AMtmrAH  Kiri  Ri  WublCMCtoD,  O.  C,  or  to  tk*  New  York 
offlf» of  TiiK  Ui  uiiL' Mir  Am>ki(  i«  Kirtntm,  !<I  TtaDM Bofidac, N««r  Turk. 


8  T  A  R  R  E  T  T  •  S****^**  ^  I 

WW- 


^ ♦ ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ ^ 

KnTian-mofl  áqni<'D  ii<>n  Io  pîila  nuostro  Cat.Mlosa  Ilns- 
trailo  lio  lu  ni.iii  ñmui  Ili  rniruK-ntoa  de  Art<>iutno.  (Vuota 

The  L.  S.  STARRETT  CO., 

Box  66,  ATHOL,  MASS..  U.  S.  A. 


L.a  Compnñin  Orveccra 
Denominada 

THE  JOSEPH  SCHLITZ 
BREWING  CO., 

MILWAUKEE,  WIS.,  U.  S.  A. 

Hace  '*La  cerveza  que  ha  vuelto 
famosa  á  la  ciudad  de  Milwaukee." 

Se  aolicitn  rorreapondenria. 


Digitized  by  Google 
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ENGLISH  ANT>  SP^VNISH  LIST 

U&chinQTj,  BeMgerating  (liaqninaria  do  Ee- 
frigeración)— 

RcminKton  Machine  Co.,    Wilmington,  Del., 
r.  S.  A   XXX 

Hachinery,  Soap  and  Candle  (Ifaquinaria  para 
Hacer  Jabón  7  Velas)— 

Brown  &  Patterson,  Brooklyn.  N.  Y.,  U.  S.  A. .  Lxxxiii 

Yachinery,   Well-Drilling  (liaquinaria  de 

Barrenar  Pozos)— 

F.C.  Austin  MÍK.  Co.,  ChicaKo,  111.,  l"  S.  A   xxlv 

Machinery,  Woodworking  and  Special  (Maqui- 
naria de  Trabajar  Madera  7  Maquinaria  para 


OF  ARTICLES  ADVERTISED. 

Obra  Especial- 
Defiance    Machine  Works,    Defiance,  Ohio. 

r.S.  A  xxxviii 

The  ERan  Co..  Cincinnati.  Ohio.  U.  S.  A   Ixxi 

.  A.  Fay  Co. .Cincinnati.  Ohio.  U.S.A...'   Ixix 

Iou.stoñ.  Levi.  Co..  MontKomer>-.  Fa..  U.S.  A.  Ixx 

F.  K.  Reed  Co..  Worcester.  Mass..  V.  S.  A  Ixxzvii 

Smith.  II.  B  .  Machine  Works.  Smithville.  Bur- 
lington Countv.  N.  T..  U.  S.  A   Ix 

Wood.  S.  A.,  it  Co.,  Boston,  Mass.,U.  S.  A   xlv 

Mailing  Cases  fbr  Liqtdds  (Cajas  Postales  para 
Líquidos)— 

Improved  Mailing  Case  Co.  (Inc.).  158  West 
Broadway.  New  York,  N.  Y..  U.  S.  A   Ixxi 


RROFC8IONAI-. 


AB 


OGADO   ESPAÑOL  E  INGLES 

SPANISH-AMERICAN  LAWYER, 

WASHINGTON.  D.  C.  U.  S.  A. 

Si'  nitablRn  pli-iti'i,  ri'i-lnmnriinicrt  rontni  edbirmiw,  etc.,  etc.    8«  compran  y     Vfiid<-ii  niiiiim  _v  rociii>»iouo«. 


CLIFFORD  S.  WALTON, 


CHRISTOPHER  FALLON, 


ABOGADO  V  NOTARIO  PUBLICO. 


S.  A. 


Atlondo  con  m<uit<ro  al  cobro  do  deudas  y  á  la  adiiiiiiirtntciún  iln  Mrnr'^.  Katinnie  piKlmit  r  Dtnut  oiicrituniJíi  notAfiftlM 
eu  fntiiréfl,  iiiRléii  y  («|miAoI. 

UDQ  ft  M  I  PDI  rCnU  TRANSLATOR,  STENOGRAPHER,  TYPEWRITER,  and  TEACHER, 
mild.  A.  m.  L.  UULLdUR,  917.  Se-SS  Plna  Straat,  N«w  York  City. 

Maktti  traiifilatioUH  uf  S|>aiiish,  Krciir4i,  and  Kiigli^h,  tnki"*  ilii  tnll<'ii  iti  .<|iHtii~li  iiini  Knuli^li.  hikI  iJ<h-<  tyix-wrl'rT  mpying 
uf  these  lani;ui>Ki'«  at  very  low  rules.   Ciroular  Lattars  in  aithar  languaga  at  ona  eant  aaeh. 
INSTRUCTION  IN  SPANISH  ANO  ENGLISH  SHORTHANO.  BY  MAIL  OR  PERSONALLY. 


JOHN  ESHER  KNOBEL, 

Procurador  y  Abogado, 

84  La  Salla  Straat. 
CHICAGO,  ILLINOIS.  U.  S.  A. 

Al>ogm  en  todua  lus  tribunalei  de  los  Estados  Unidos  do 
.Vniéricit.  Obra  «n  roprtweutaclón  de  los  comerciantes  y 
hombres  de  iiegocloM  d<*  la  América  Latiua.    So  mantiene 

rorrespondencla  on  Kiip^ifliil  y  Portujruí'a. 


DR.  W.  F.  DAVENPORT, 

DENTIST, 


NO.  B03 

Oltlrp  Iloum, 
9  a.  ni.  to  a  \i.  ni. 


'irTH  AVCNUC, 

NEW  YORK. 


BUSINESS  MANAeEB,  ACCOUNTANT,  OR  SUPERINTENDENT. 

A  iniddle-aRcd  man,  in  perfw^t  health,  possessed  of  wide  experience  in  the  counting 
room,  in  tlie  management  of  men  outside,  and  the  direction  of  general  business 
affairs,  wants  an  engagement  anywhere  in  the  world.  References  of  the  highest 
character.  Address 

INQUIRER, 
P.  O.  Bex  338.  Anniatan.  Ala..  U.  S.  A. 


ASSOCIATED  TRADE  AND  INDUSTRIAL  PRESS. 


Commercial  Intelligence 
Department. 


Establishad 
1887. 


Information  on  ( 'oninttTciiil  and  (.ti^ucml  .Siibjerti>.  j  [ 

I{i'|H>rtHou  «'nMlit  í>t«ndlnK  of  Firnift  in  Any  Country.  M 

Knliulilo  Listjt  in  Any  Trade.  *    '  11 

.VII  iii4|uiri<>j>  must  be  accom|«nie<l  by  one  dollar  In  |  Í 

I'Xpriow  or  fHJdtal  uioury  order,  wliiiii  is  opiiuarily  |  I 

fiiltlcit-nl.    If  larpfr  fpi'o  iin>  iii-cfdsary  lhe  inquin-r  Í\ 

will       riitntiiiih i.  aif^l  uilli.  '  I. 

EDWARD  A.  OI-DHAM,  General 


IiifurniKM  Bobri'  .AsuntiM  I'lrtiifriiulos  y  Genérale*.  Infor 
iiotirt^  •■!  Crédito  lio  raiuw  Comr-rriales  rn  Cualnuier  Pata. 
Fidi'dixnits  sobre  Cuttli|ui<-r  lUnio  de  Comercio. 

Ttidas  las  roniiinlraoioni*  u»c  sa  nos  dirían  solicitando  Id. 
foniu-s,  drben  voriir  ncoinpafiadas  de  UD  (dro  postal  úileexprwo 
|>or  ralor  <le  un  i>o!4n,  cantidad  quo  fren  eral  men  te  ecnflciento. 
í»i  fil^T'i  iiiíi)'  oi'  til  .  i  -itn,  I-I'  «visar:!  rI  intprrwido. 

Manager,  WasHIngton,  D.C,  U.S.A. 


SE  USAN  EN  TODO 
EL  MUNDO. 


LOS  VULCANIZADORES  DE  DORMAN 

I  nicus  Fabril  aiit(i>  de  Máquina»  di>  Vajtor  juira  Sellos  de  Goma.  Tamblóu 
liHci-mos  Vul<  uiii/mlor<i<  df  Calor  í*<to,  .\vioit  ( '<iin|iletOf>  de  Î10  á  $100.  Instni- 
tiii'iitoft  y  mati-rlaifi'  paru  ha<-nrl<Mla  cIiim*  de  i^stuniiiiut  y  pura  «wtarcir.  Cufloi. 
«li-  Hronrt.-  y  ArtTii  pata  totla  ilnH?  de  trabaj<w.  Cunos' de  Grabar  y  de  Estani- 
IMtr  en  Ilm-i  o  di-  toda  claw. 

Premias  ile  Inipríiiiir  ron  su  equipo  rompleto,  d<-sde  $1  hasta  SlO(i. 

Fnlirlrant'-s  de  ti>dn  <  luce  ii<-  I.4'lra»  de  Imprenta  de  Goma,  8<'ilidasy  perfectas, 
litiliiia  en  moldes  de  Mt-tul  de  I'iiteüte. 
THE  J.  F.  W.  DORMAN  CO.,  121  East  Fayette  Street.  Baltimore,  Md.,  U.8.  A. 


Pidunw  Catálogoa. 
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Uastard  Uanufactnrers  (Fabricantes  de  Mos- 
taza)— 

IJ.  I'isfhtT  &  Co.,  ^g^w^^'reenwich  Street.  New 
York,  N.  V..  vA.  Á   xviii 

Oil  Feeders,  Engines,  Pomps  and  Heaters  (Âli- 
nentadores  de  Áceite,  Máquinas  de  Vapor, 
Bombas  7  Calentadores)— 

R.imsdell.  W.  H.,  Lowt-ll.  Ma.vs.,  V.  S.  A  Ixxxiv 

Oil  Manufacturers  (Aceites,  Fabricantes  de)— 

Tile-  Aiiutícíiii  C<itloii  Oil  Co.,  46  Cedar  Street, 


r«aa. 


Now  York.  N  V  .  V.  S.  A 


XXX 


Cils  for  Fine  Machinery,  Preventing  Eust 
(Áceites  para  Máquinas  Finas  que  impiden 
la  Herrumbre)— 

(•eorRe  Coles  &  Co.,  11 1  Urondwav,  New  York. 

N.  Y..  U.S.  A  Ixxiii 

Oils,  High  Grade,  for  Machinery  (Aceites  Finos 
para  Máquinas)  — 

Nyc.  Win.  F..  New  Bedford.  Mass..  U.  S.  A  xxir 

Optical  Qoods,  Manufacturers  (Efectos  de  Optica, 
Fabricantes  de)— 

Gundlach  üpticnl  Co.,  Rochester,  N.  V.,  r.  S.  A  1x1 


GOLO  MEDAL  CAMP  FURNITURE  A  NOVELTY  MFG.  CO.,  Kacine,  Wis..  E.  U.  deA 

KuliricaniOH  loxaritmaduomucliIcH  pIc^aizoNy  ln-HlMiiiudunisportÃ-  "V**-'  ~ 

tilwi  do  cxteniiión,  murxii  :  "Gold  Mwlnl."  NuotitroB  articulo»  son 
\i¿fr\>ttá<í  |>em»,  |i<To  iHMnrtirnUi'ioni-ndeMrero,  p«ti>ntad»fi,  quo  «ni- 
I'lraiiicjK,  lea  dan  inaravllloiii  p-ttixlviiiia.  Sn  faltricau  cod  lomiM-JortM 
inaCtrliklM.  Solii'iluiiuifl  c<irrt>a|N>ud<-iirta.  Kn^'iannw  g^rãliw  catá- 
l"Hi>»  J  lifta  du  preriiM  á  <iui<'n  Ina  piilit.  Fuliriramos:  Cam  aii  de 
«'ampara,  Catrkji,  IU$At>EKA«rui(TATiLri>.  Rfan  variedad  d»  Silla - 
v  I'ANAr^uiuiiiy  lianiltt.-*,  dada  an  t>ii)-na  calidad.  El  cnthadn  inHorto 
npn-wntaniii'^tra  <'ama  i>k  Campa.^a,  iiiiirra  :  "Odld  Mwlal."  Precio:  9¿l 

IHir  duri'iiH,  lilir>^  il<>  K^otCM  A  l»iird(>  f>n  Nhw  Y<irk  6  N<>w  Or  leitnii.  l)iiiu]ii<^  -  i 

'•I  graliado  do  uuentra  JiaAaitrra  ForOiUl  dr  Krtmñi'm,  va  wt«  iiiUmo  c»t»nc  io,  »!  mp«  prfniino  li 


PAPEL  DE  TOOt  CLASE, 


OFRECE^rOS  X  1,0a  mPRESOHKÜ  Y  El>fTORfS,  LTTÓOBAFOS  Y  FABRICASTKS 
DE  LUIROS  ES'  BLASCO  EL  SURTIhO  3f  .tS  OHAShE  bE   :   : 

PTADo  A  SVS  SECESWADES.    DE  LA  MEJOR  CALIDAD  Y  COLOR 


UECIlo  CUS  EL  MAYOR  ESMERO.    PRECIOH  M(>l>FRAI><*!í. 


A.  O.  C&.L.IOT  A  CO.,  SO,  82,  and  S4  Sonth  Sixth  St.,  PHILADKLPHU.  PA.,  U.  S.  A. 

DirIJaiiac  á  iiueHtrcw  aKfntt«  ¡«ra  I»  exportacifiu,  BORNN  Y  C'»«        ^  I'roadwaj,  Nnw  York,  U.S.  A. 

Sr  ê"licUa  Corraprmilencia.       Se  envían  Mttettni». 


mmm  i  mm, 

ñumm  DE  PUPELi  j 


V  AGENTES  PARA 

La  Exportación  de  Molinos  Americanos  para 
Fabricar  Papel 

d«  p-  iÍi'mIIco»,  jiara  Ii1iri><i,  para  lltofcrafln,  do  «acribir.  eu 
pli(>í;(N(  y  rayadii,  dt!  wda,  para  litinw  di-  confalillidiid  y 
l«ra  ttoni».  También  rart<'>u  pam  oncuaderuar,  para 
tarjetuii,  pura  l  urtiiliniia  Uri^tul,  etc. 

440  PEARL  STREET,  NEW  YORK,  U.  S.  A. 

Fábrica  en  CaKtlt'ton. 

Se  solicitan  corresponsales! 


FLOURING  MILL  MACHINERY. 

Rolleror 
French  Buhr 

System. 
Degfermina* 
_  .tors, 
Driers,  etc. 

For  iiiakitiK  <  urn 
MhuI,  Ilumiiiy. 
II  r<>  w  <•  rn'  ari'l 
Ili->tillFn>'  gtila 
ami  tnnil. 

KODILT.OS  1>AKA  MOLINOS  H.VUINEROS 

pcrfocloK,  ú  um  HÍ-'tcnia  frati<  «  k  de  llulir.  La  SIiu|iiiriaria  y 
iiiiHlelus  mkt  pi  rfit  lua.  I*rf<  iimnniy  liajiw.  S»"  I'litn-ga  n 
bordo  di>  lua  Tapor«ii  libre  de  K^t*'**.  fii-vu  York,  lln-ti 
eiii|«cada.  8«  envían  (initiii  lu*  catálogo*  y  ■«  dau  lu* 
prt'cid*  tan  pronto  como  se  «uliriten. 

NORDYKE  A  MARMON  CO. 

29  York  Street,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  U.  S.  A. 

-Meinbcr*  NntiouHl  .\i»w><  iatioii  >Iniiiiriit-tiir<>ni,  Ü.  í*.  A. 


La  Compañía  Denominada 

''DIAMOND  MILLS  PAPER  CO." 

New  York,  U.  8.  A. 

FabricantP  de  Pa]X'l  de  Co])iar  y  de  tod»da.s»' d»- Paiwl  de  Seda.  El  l*ape1  para 
Clf^arrillo.»*  (jne  se  hace  de  toda  calidad,  en  carrctolos  y  liojas,  es  una  e8i)ecialidad  de 
esta  fábrica.    Plilanse  muestras. 


MAUUINA^  AlTUMAilCAh  DE  RACINE. 

Máqdnas  verticales  de  1  á  37  caballos  de  vapor.  Máquinas  Horizontales  de  30  4  55 
caballos  de  vapor.  Máquina  para  toda  clase  de  fines,  especialmente  para 

ALUMBRADO  ELECTRICO 

7  otros  objetos  que  requieren  fuerza  uniforme,  suavidad  de  movimientos  7 

gran  economia. 

Las  uiAquinMN  <I«  Karlne  ae  nann  <-n  to<lua  pnrt«M  del  inundo,  y  trHl»Rjan  mejor  y 

aun  niáa  anuvea  que  otra»  d«*  I;í  ml»ma  enpfcie  que  ae  eiit-ueut  ran  eii  *■! 
merraclo.  l'idanse  CmIúIii{;oh  y  JJ<»t«d<>  precios  d«  deacueutoa  de  laexporlMclón. 

RACINE  HARDWARE  CO.,  Racine,  Wis.,  U.  S.  A. 


Digitized  by  Googl 


image 
not 
a  vailable 


Pliotographîc  Materials  (Artículos  para  Fotó-  "^"'^ 
grafos)  — 

Kastman  Kodak  Co..  Rochester.  N.  Y..  C  S.  A ,  .  xcii 

Photographic  Papers,  Permanent  (Papel  Per- 
manente de  Fotografía)  — 

Anit-rican  Ariütotvpe  Co.,  Jamestown,  N.  Y., 
U.S.  A  :   Iviü 

Pianofortes  (Pianos)— 

Schutiert  I'iano  Co.,  SJ5  East  134th  Street.  New 
York,  N.  Y..  U.  S.  A   IH 

Weber-Wheelock  Piano  Co.,  108  Fifth  Avenue. 

New  York.  N.  Y..  tT.  S.  A.  

 Outside Iwjck  cover,  top  half. 

Pipe,  Cast  Iron,  and  Plumbers'  Castings  (Caños 
de  Hierro  Fundido  7  Fundiciones  de  Fonta- 
nero)— 


Monitor  Iron  Works,  76-80  Center  Street,  New 
York,  N.  Y.,  U.  S.  A  . . .   Ixxvi 

Pipe  Cutting  and  Threading  Uachines  (Máqui- 
nas de  Cortar  y  Enroscar  Tubos)— 

llicnall  ít  KeelcT  Manufactiiriisr  Co.,  Edward»- 

\-ille,  ni.,  U.S.  A   xl 

Curtis  &  Curtis,  DrídKeport,  Conn.,  U.S.  A   xxir 

Nelson.  N.  O..  Manufacturing  Co.,  St  Louis, 
Mo.,  U.S.  A   xl 

Pipe  Uanufacturers  (Fabricantes  de  Caños)— 

Abendroth  &  Root  Mfg.  Ca,  38  CHflT  Street,  New 

York,  N.  Y  .  U.  S.  A  Ixxxi 

Pipe  Wrenches  (Llaves  Inglesas  para  Tubos)— 

Johnston.  W.  T.,  &  Co.,  32-34  Vesey  Street,  New 
York,  N.  Y..  U.  S.  A   Iviii 


CLARK  &  PARSONS  CO 


WII.TON,  MAINE,  U.  S.  A., 

FABRICANTES  PK 

MACHETES  Y  VARIOS  INSTRUMENTOS  CORTANTES. 

siempre  se  gamiiti/A  la  rallilail.    Para  Catiilogtia  6  Infomiea  Coiuplvto*  diríjanse  &  nnniitra  oficina  en  Keir  York. 

A.  S.  BAKER  Jb  CO.,     -      -      F.  2e-27  Rroduco  Exchans«. 


CALIDAD 


on  loa  mAnninaiideroMr  Hlgniflra  gananria 
y  BAtlifacciiiii  para  qnien  laíi  venda  y  c<>uii>- 
dldad  para  qnien  la<  use. 

La  fama  univpnial  du  <|u<>  gor*a  laa 


de  Coser 


WHITE 


dc|M-nde  de  Iim  materials  <|ue  eni]iloaino«  en  (abricarlaa. 
<'ali<taii  vn  lo  rjiiu  nieniprv  teiicmcw  prcMnte  cuando  la<i 
fahrlcnuiua.  Kn  pru«l«  de  ello,  exanilna<l  liui  bdlUimaH 
UlHin-SfU  la  modera,  la  finura  de  loa  iguntec  mecinirus, 
lo  duradero  do  la  ronulrucción,  la  Iwllcxa  de  loa  arreNorios  | 
de  acero.  Tambit'n  faltricunoa  un  mrtido  completo  de 
máquinaji  de  coaer  de  mano. 

Liberalidad  en  los  Precios. 

Sollritc««  uut-vtro  LerniuMi  Catálogo  II.  T. 


WHITE  SEWING  MACHINE  CO..  I  WHITE  SEWING  MACHINE  CO.. 


CLEVELAND.  OHIO,  U.  S.  A. 


US  BICIClETlSfe  WHITE. 


La8  de  IDÚ.S  fama  en  los  EHtado^<  ünidoH 
H  cauwi  de  hu  excelencia  de  construcción, 
durabilidad,  belleza  y  velocidad  que  al- 
canzan. 

UN  COMPRADOR  ATRAE  I  OTRO, 

La  biciolota  White  se  ada]>ta  especial 
mente  i)ara  viajar  jxir  caminos  quebrados. 
Su  elasticidad  y  suavidad  de  muelles  la 
hace  sn]>erior  ú  to«ljis. 

La  predilecta  de  todos. 

Vale  lo  que  cuesta^ 

&.A  WHITE  ES  REINA. 


CLEVELAND,  OHIO,  U.  S.  A. 


GENERADORES  DE  GAS  ACETILENO  Y  CARBUROS  DE  CALCIO  ~rjf^ 

PARA  EL  ALUMBRADO  DOMÉSTICO.  VH  >-i. 

Foco»  eléctriri«  |>iirn  pri>yc<c<  i,'in  de  luz  en  lo*  li-alro»,  eB|icrtAculo8  pftbiitoa  y  Mi«ajr«i  rlentlflcos. 

EBtcríopticonea  de  jtan,  <»si-Íiidr.''K''H"  >'  «retileno,  con  «w  accPNorioa. 

J.    B.    COL.T    *  CO., 

Fabricantes  y  Duofkos  «lol  Privilegrio, 
A     HM¿^   \^  Naw  York,  Chioaco  y  San  Franelaoo. 

Oflcinaa  print  ipalM:  lia  y  117  Namau  Street,  New  York.  SolicUaniM  caUlu^t: 


ENGLISH  AND  SPANISH  LIST  OF  ARTICLES  ADVERTISED. 


Plows,  Manufacturers  of  All  Ends  of  (Patri- 
cantes  de  Toda  Clase  de  Arados}— 

Rock  Island  Plow  Co.,  Rock  Island.  111..  U.S.A.  Ixxv 
Weir  Plow  Co.,  Monmouth,  111.,  U.S. A   Ivii 

Plumbers'  Supplies  (Uateriales  de  Plomero)— 

Colwell  Lead  Co.,  67  Center  Street.  New  York, 
N.  Y.,  U.S. A   Ixx 

Poultry  and  Poultry  Supplies  (Aves  de  Corral  y 
Artículos  para  las  Mismas)— 

Johnson  &  Stokes,  217-219  Market  Street,  Phila- 
delphia. Pa.,  U.  S.  A   xlii 

Presses,  Printing  (Prensas  de  Imprimir)- 

Babcock   Printing  Press  Manufacturing  Co., 

The.  New  London,  Conn..  U.  S.  A   xxvi 

Chandler  &   Price   Manufacturing  Co.,  The, 

Cleveland,  Ohio,  V.  S.  A   xxvi 


Cottrell.  C.  B.,  &  Sons  Co.,  41  Park  Row,  New 

York,  N.  Y.,  U.  S.  A  xxx 

Kelsey  Press  Co..  Meridcn,  Conn.,  U.  S.  A   xli 

Printing  Inks,  Bronze  Powders,  Manufacturers 
of  (Tintas  de  Imprenta,  Polvos  de  Bronce, 
Fabricantes  de)— 

Jacnccke  Bros.  íic  Kr.  Schneem«nn,&í6-5.t8  Pearl 
Street,  New  York,  N.  Y..  U.S.  A  VT,  Ixxj 

Prqjecting  Machines  and  Pllms,  Dealers  in  (Pe- 
lículas 7  Máquinas  de  Proyección)— 

Maguire  &  Baucus,  Ltd.,  5  Warwick  Court  W., 
London,  England,  and  44  Pine  Street,  New 
York,  N.  Y    U.  S.  A  ixxvi 

Publishers  (Editores)— 

Crane  &  Co..  Topeka,  Kana.,  Ü.  S.  A  bcxx 

Thomas  Publishing  Co.,  40  Broadway,  New 
York,  N.  Y.,  U,  S.  A  Outside  back  cove 


J.  A.  FAY  St  CO. 


4  to  24  John  St., 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  U.S.A. 

Fabricantes  de  Maquinaria 
de  Trabajar  Madera  de 
Toda  Clase. 


Nuestra»  m.Kjulnaa  bou  niodclofl  del  ttpo  m/U  elovailo  del 
Tlf.  m.Mrtul.»  ■ni.  ricanü,  y  poÊMa  murliax  raalidadaa 
I>an»  «M-ononiizur  tioin|)oy  trabiOo,  UImcodiu  iiom  eucnen- 
trau  fti  Im  df  utran  manurttctiinu. 


No.  5.  .>l<ilfleaflora       cuatro  la4loa 


Se  lleva  correspondencia  en  inglés  y  esjxiilol. 


■ÜTf^^^r^a                ^""«''^  catdlo{,os  ilustrados  d  lo8^^ 
oonllmia.  '¡nejosptdeu . 


aiTíírii  lie  iiindfn»  de  un 
•><>li»  li  imai. 


EFFREY 


Cadenas  de  Acero  ú  Otras 

Especiales,  con  Bodillosl 

ELEVADORES  y 
CONDUCTORES 

D«  Todii  <  liiw  (!.•  Materias,  taloi  como 

Cafîa  de  Azúcar,  Bagazo,  (hanos, 
Café,  Carbón,  Minerales, 
Barriles,  Cajas, 
Tozas,  Madera,  Desperdicios,  etc. 

MãQQiDaria  para  Mioas  de  Carimn. 

Conductores 
con  Cable  de 
Alambre 

Paru  PiütauriaA  I^ar^^aii  y  Corta*. 

lEFFREY  MFG.  CO., 

Jumbus,  Ohio,  U.S. 


L<i««igcrit<>rio<( 

d  U  t>  I  e  N    H  u  II 

l«radoB  alum- 
nos. 

Lkm  artlculoH 

pono  D 
lio  rd»  en 
.\  11 1«  V  a 
York 
lil>r.'<td<> 
L;.i.st.i»i  y 

■mliuiHiiow  |mra  la  p» 


jrtacíón. 


E.H.  STAFFORD  ce 

MuNkeKou,  nich. 

Asientos  para  Escm 
Iglesias  y  Teatros  ; 
Escritorios  para  O' 
,nas, 

Esci 
rlosSencii 

Cirandei,  $1: 
M<Hlianu(i, 
Peqiiffiud,  1 

5  Escrítonc: 
Dobles. 

flr«nd<'B,  8".: 
Modiano*,  2. 
Pf-jlli-fiod,  2. 
IV.  ritorlo  J«  «íiufl»  «rodllr 


É  11  O  PUMP  GO. 

TÊ^  L  ■  o  .  (BOMBAS  DE  VAPOI: 


Battiecreek, 
Mich.,U.S./ 


K»  (rmnd<>ii  comí 
<le  liDU-liúiiu)  diM  E-l  i'l"- 
Uxjim-iw  no*  Extadno 
5Icxi,  (..  Aniprlrndo  Su!, 


inntrurtorn»  d<<  dfbtilliadoi' 
I  iiidot  pmpri'^nni  entas  boni) 
L'nidüa,  C'unndñ,  Enropa,  Vv 
Aiixtrolia  p  Taunmnta. 


Tnizom  ^ninrti<ji  nronomiaí  Aa  r4'flnaçAva  de  ■ 
füliricití  dfl  pa()pl,  niiliaf,  etr 

Nfto  «A<>  i«TiKi*ai«,  <|uer  1  tiPia»,  qnpr  razias. 

KimIit>'i  II  pnr  lalMj  (•: 

"UNION,"  Battl«or«*lt.  INieh..  U.  S 


Digitized  by  Go' 


[roads  ( Ferrocarriles) — 

Kansas  City,  PittsburR  and  Culf  R.  R..  Wash- 
in(;toii.  D.  C.  r.  S.  A   xii 

Iway  Supplies  (Materiales  de  Ferroca- 

ril)— 

Jlison    Mfff.    Co..    The.    Phitadctphia.  Pa.. 

r.  s.  .\  ixxxiii 

.ector  2ianufacturers  (Reflectores,  Fabri- 
intes  de) — 

.  p.  Frink.  551  Pearl  Street.  New  York.  N.  Y.. 
U.  S.  A   xiv 

isters  (Begistros)— 

amrs  O.  Benton,  8  Abingdon  Sqnare,  New  York 
X  Y.,  r.  S.  A  IxxxH 


Boiling  Steel  Shutters,  Boiling  Partitions,  Ve- 
netian Blinds,  and  Farqueterie  Floors  (Con- 
traventanas Arrolladizas  do  Acero,  Tabiques 
Arrolladizos,  Gelosias  7  Pisos  Entarimados 

Wilson,  James  G.,  74  West  ï.^d  Street,  New  York, 

N.  Y.,  U.  S.  A   vi 

Bubber  GÍoods  (Efectos  de  Caucho)— 

New  Jersey  Car  Spring  and  Rubber  Co.,  10  Bar- 
clay Street,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  IT.  S.  A   xxx 

Safe  Deposit  and  Trust  Company  (Compañías 
de  Depósitos  7  (Garantias)— 

Mexican  Safe  lK  ix>sit  and  Tnist  Co.,  Mexico 
Citv,  Mexico   lix 


HIERRO  ARRUGADO,*"^ 


NTADO  Ó 
GAL. VAN  IZADO, 

Pur»  Twchoa  tlw  Alinar<*neH,  Dfpõaitoa,  Fábrica»,  Tiendan,  etc. 

ARCOS    DE    HIERRO  ARRUGADO. 

Se  envían  i;rAlÍH  «itt.'í  1o;;i>h  v  listan  il<>  prcoli»H  A  Imk  lus  pidru. 

THE  CINCINNATI  CORRUGATING  CO., 

p.  o.  Box  601."  PIQUA,    OHIO,    U.   S.  A. 


SX 


EL  APAGAINCENDIOS  CUNOCIDO  CON  EL  NOMBRE  DE  "  LITTLE  6IANT  "  f"^-  "■¡'«l  u-l-. 
)ior  cl  A>  iiiilaniK'iito  c<>ii  u|iri.il>aLiuu  Uul  t  unegulur  }'  bo  lin  lii'cho  obligatorio  cjiie  tixla 
oiilkiu  pert«n«cieule  h  la  i-uidad  de  New  York  taté  provisto  do  eMe  npnrato.  Ento 
tieae  gran  liniflcaciúD,  codio  que  e«  la  primera  Tas  que  ■•  emite  una  dirpoiilciMn  do 
•M  género.  También  uwn  dicho  aparato  cl  Departamento  de  Bombero*  d<<  Nucth  York 
j  las  eacaelaa  públicas,  y  ha  sido  recoaiendado  ñor  las  Coupaflíos  de  8ripiro«  nacinnalni 
y  extranjeras  ri'pmKntadasaqni.  Geotaoaraade  DeimrtAinentus  de  BonilKTony  mlllart-s 
de  comerciantes  usan  este  ■istema.  Es  el  m<^or  extíu|!;uídur  do  imendius  que  so  ha 
inventado  iamits,  t  como  as  muy  barato,  t-1.00  cada  uno,  entregado  &  bordo  libre  de 
(tastos  en  New  York,  ettk  al  alranro  de  torio  el  mnndo.  Se  neceaitan  agentes  en  la  Amé- 
nca  del  Sur  v  rentr  ai  v  <^n  ]At  Aiilill;!-*.  Se  solicita  corrt-iTNiiidencia. 
J-ITTLE  ÒIANT  FlRE  EXTINGUISHER  CO..  22  Liberty  St.,  New 


'A 


COLWELL  LEAD  CO., 

65  Center  St.,  New  York. 
Fabricant"-!"  de  Cnfierias  de  Plo- 
mo, Láminas  do  l'lumo,  IVnll- 
eoioT*  y  Italas  de  todas  clas«a, 
ftli'Ul  para 


TAiimfífiiArmoa  los 
«^ELEBRADoS  INODOROS  de  "CASCO" 

;•■  son  los  mejore*  de  nu  precio,    llacenio»  jr  M 
M  udemos  toda  cIhm>  de  Artículos  de  listón,  S 
Cafius  y  Empalmen  de  Hierro  Futjadu  al  na- 
tural ó  Kalvanizadus,  Cafius  parn  decagüeo.  Ti-  í 
na*  de  Imfti,,  y  toda  clase  de  materiales  i«ra 
iUKtuladore»  de  Cañerías  de  Vapor,  (iasú  Afrua. 
la  AwíTlnclón  Nacional  de  Fal>ricantes  de  Ion  K>tadofl  I'nid<i«  do  AinOrira. 


FHE  LEVI  HOU 

MONTGOMERY,  PA.,  U.  S 


N 


A. 


Fabrica  nn  «urtido  completo  de 
Máqniuas  para  Labrar  Maaera  con 
las  últimas  mejoras,  para  hacer 
Puertas,  Marcos,  Persianas,  Mol- 
daduras,  Entarimado»,  Carruajes, 
Herramientas  y  Mueblaje.  Tiene 
mi'uiuinas  que  están  operando  con 
éxito  en  todo  el  mundo.  Pídase 
nuestro  Catálogo  nuevo  ihistrado, 
<iue  da  una  descripción  completa  de 
cada  má<iuina.oon  código  telegráfico 

Sara  hacer  j)edido8  por  cable.  Pí- 
ase nuestros  precios,  libro  de  fletes 
en  New  York  City,  antes  de  colocar 
los  i>edidos  en  otra  parte. 


EUREKA  FIRE  HOSE  COMPANY, 


13    BARCLAY  STRE 


NEW  YORK. 


iM  prlin<>ra  qu«  faltricú  Mun^ucruH  liidrítulirus  pur»  todw  cla»«  de  tiiiva,  y  1»  que  lisa  lince 

•■Il  iiiayur  i'hchI». 

Vniv»  t'oiiipitfkin  l'Hhrlruiilo  t\v  t'orronje  de  AIkímIí*!!!  p«ri»  In  iiiAquIna  lliiiiinilii  "Kureka," 

Fabricantes  de  Mangueras  de  Toda  Clase. 


î 


ENGLISH  AND  SPANISH  LIST 
Scales  (Balanzas)— 

I.Dwrll  S«.T»U'  Co..  Lowrll.  Ma.w.,lT.  s.  A  Ixxxviii 

Herman  KohIbus<-h.  Sr.,  59  Nassau  Street,  New 
York.  N.  Y.,  I  .  S.  A   Ixîl 

Springer  Torsion  llnlnnce  Co.,  The,  9a  Keade 
Street.  New  York,  N.  Y  .  1".  S.  A   viii 

Sewing  ICachines  (liláquinas  de  Coser)— 

New  Home  Sewing  Machine  Co.,  a8  Union 
Square,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  V.  S.  A   xviii 

White  Sewing  Machine  Co.,  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
r.  S.  A  Ixviii 

Shear  Ifanufactnrers  (Tijeras  Qrandes,  Fabri- 
cantes de)— 

Acme  Shear  Co.,  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  U.  S.  A   Ixi 

Ship  Builders  (Constructores  de  Buques)- 

Cohimhian  Inin  Works  and  Dry  I)oi-k  Co.,  Balti- 
more. Md.,  U.S.A....    Ixxix 


OF  ARTICLES  ADVERTISED. 

Wm.  Cramp  &  Sons  Ship  Building  and  Engine 
Co.,  Philadelphia,  I'a.,  I'.S.A   xciv 

Shipping  and  Commission  Merchants  (Embar- 
cadores 7  Comisionistas)— 

IC.  Nt.  Newhnll  it  Co..  .^oq  and  ,^11  Sansome 
Street,  San  Francisco,  Cul.,  U.S.Á   Ixxx 

Ship  Windlasses  (Molinetes  para  ITavios)— 

American  Ship  Windla.vs  Co.,  I'roviilence,  R.I., 
U.S.  A   xxil 

Shorels,  Spades,  Scoops,  and  Drain  Tools  (Falas, 
Azadas,   Achicadores,   Herramientas  de 
Desagüe)— 

Hus.sey,  Binns  &  Co.,  Limited,  Pittsburg,  Pa., 

r.  s'  A  lxxxi\- 

Wyoniing  Shovel  Work*»,  Wyoming,  l'a..  l".S.  A  .lxx\-i 


No.  4.  AcepillHdora  ni«>ránirn  y  niaclih'iiihrHdorH. 

A<-p|illI«  de  iiiiu  niHHonk  ■iipprlor,  .vaiu-n  nm<lprn<him4'iiuavi<, 
ptir  tlu«  luriiM  hit/'ta  '¿4  |iiiIkiu1u  de  am  hu  v  6  do  Krue«(>;  nta- 
cbkmbra  6  arepilla  pnr  ntintro  ladon  ha.«la  1Í  piilfcmdaade  ancho 
y  li  <l<<  Kru<^i>.  Tli'iiv  t>M|>ifl  Iim  acrtMMjriixi  c<>ti><-tii<'ntM  |>ara 
un  tmlMu»  luodto  y  iM-rfirtii,  y  no  n-fuuiM-o  iiu|i<-ri<ir. 


No.  SI«Triidf  f«»iiti>riu'iir 
«■on  vAlviilit  ftt itciiiiiurla 
y  <l«  tenalùn  difereiicial. 

R«ta  mii(|iiio»  runriona  con  mayor 
Tfli>ciiliid  y  niPiiiM  trrpidseio- 
OM  <{iie  rnal<|iiÍHr  otra.  Mñ* 
de  1(),<I00  OHtJiu  eu  usa  eu  la  ac- 
tualidad. 

Sm  fUTlan  gratlK  al  i|ue  lo«  pide 
catáliifcoH  vil  hii;li-ii  y  es|iani>l, 
cu  liM  que  ae  ven  uiáa  do  l^Vo 
ni.iipiinas. 

Li>*  yrfcinê  alli  eontmido*  nm  toê  Jr 
Im  articulo»  ¡/a  embarcado*  e» 
AVif  IV  «ri. 

THE  EGAN  COMPANY, 

32S-345  N.  Front  St., 

CINCINNIITI.  -   -  OHIO. 

1  iilir •■<<  (!«•  iiiHi|ul- 
iiariit  (l<-  t  ralia.liir  iiiii<l<-ra. 


.LOS  RELOJES  DE  PAREO 

CalcndarloH  il«  ProntinH  y 
Cuerda  «{lie  Dura S<'HontaI>lHM, 

•on  I08  nicJorM  quo  ae  faliri>'aii. 
Taiiihiin  fahrii-aniim  Ilrldjc"!!'-  Vunni 
cil  i'uriim  «li«  barti'D,  Uelojon  Klfclri- 
ci»,  |{>'l>ij>>ii  Siticri'>niri>ti,  Kelojei»  con 
l'iiigrauia»,  Itvluj<^  |>ara  VigilunifS  y 
para  Tiirn-!". 

I>r|i.'.iiit<i  dp  Trli-fonup,  Cain{Ntnillaj> 
EU'Ctrtrwn.ftr.  tiollrUoivw'  olCatnluKU 
No.  7497  y  li»ta«  do  precio». 

The  Prentiss 

Clock  Improvement  Co. 

I>f|.art.«iji'  U. 

V)  DEY  ST.,  NEW  YORK,  E.  U  de  A. 


GAJAS  POSTALES 

PARA 

LÍQUIDOS. 

PríUeccifm  abaoluta  del  cor 
tenido  y  do  la«  )>al(ja<. 

Aceptada*  pur  cl  TV«|iarti. 
mento  d»  Convoa  do  loa  £rtad' 
I'uidiia.  So  fabriran  para  • 
riimtu  interior  y  liara  el  del  ex 
teriur. 

LIVIA.NAS  Y  FUERTES 


Improved  MailingCaseCc 


uinn  U  Uinoi  nM  avíos  de  escritorio,  libros  en  bunco 
WW  m.  n.  WW  Uto  LU  m,        p^pel  de  escribir. 

MEJOR  TINTA  PARA  ÇASÂ's  DE  NEGOCIOS, 

I'll  heniioso  flfiido  nogro  axutado  qno  rorro  Illirc-nirutc  do  In  pluma  J  |ironto  fo  cuuviorto  en  un  color  negro  vi»o 
diiraili  r.i.  Ni.  i  Mu.iiim  lu  j-limia,  ni  mu  pono  nupean  rn  ol  tiulero,  ni  Umpoco  tisna  ó  »•  reiirodore  en  la  iráglna  opueat 
■  UHCA  PICRDC  SU  COLOR. 

l'W  Tinta  iMTlVftsi  para  pininas  cou  úvp^Híto  de  la  misma. 

LA  PASTA  PERFUMADA  "ALBASTIN,"  DE  "STICKFAST  &  GO.,' 

rt  Manca  romo  la  nIoTc,  |i<KliTi»atnoiitf  «iIIh^Ith,  n»  niaurha  loe  tejldon  ni:i»  ¿ollradon,  no     d>-n<x>mpone  en  loaclini.i 

callili.",  y  Mi-titu\i<  porl>M  tanii'iiti>  ul  nu  jur  iim^  ilu;;i'. 

NUNCA   8E   CORROMPE.       239  Craanwich  Str««t.  Umw  York. 


J  by  Google 


Shredded  Codfish  (BioilM  Sesmenuzftde)— 

J.  W.  Beardslcy'sSons.  1)9-180  West  Street,  New 

SUmps  tnd  Oslsi  (SiDoi  da  Ooneoi  flbu- 
das)— 

Scott  Stenp  and  O0I11  Co.,  iSSaetTwenty-thinl 

street.  New  York,  N.  Y.,  Ü.8.A   lUi 

Stationery  (Papelería)— 

Wmi.  II.  WoKiom.  239  Greenwich  Street,  New 

York.  N.  Y.,  U,  S.  A   Ixxi 

Steam  Packing  (Empaquetaduras  al  Vapor)  - 

Aiiicncaii  Steam  Packing  Ott,  te  Fedetll  Street. 
Bo«ton,  Mass.,  U.  S.  A  Ixxxiii 

Stttn  ?uapf  (Bnfeii  At  Tapor)— 

UnUm  StMBi  Pnnp  Co.,  Battle  Creek,  Mich., 
U.S. A   Ixix 


StMOuAlpi  CTwsumy- 

Intemational  Navigation  Co„  6  Bowttng  Green, 
New  York,  N.  Y.,  Ü.  S.  A  zc-xci 

Steam  Traps  (Válvulas  de  Vapor)— 

A  A.  ('.rifling  Iron  Co., 66-68  Centre  Street,  New 
York,  N.  Y.,  U.  S.  A  Isxx 

Steel  Hanufacturen  (AxtfànlM  di  Áom,  H- 
bricantaa  de)— 

Crescent  Steel  Co.,  478-4^»  Feart  Street,  New 

York.  N.  Y„  U.  S.  A   tvlU 

Stoves,  Banges,  and  flntta  (flatnâui,  fogtam  j 

Panillas)— 

Bissell  &  Co..  ViMmig,  Fa.,  a  &  A   x 


(0 
0 

û 
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Cultivadoras,  Rastrillos  de  Henear. 

DAVID  DRADLEY  MFG.  60. 


rABKlCAMTX  DB 


INSTRUMENTOS  DE  AGRICULTURA 


lASA 


ItafeMn  Bastrlllos  de  Hmssr  con  Arfsnto,  PrsasM 
para  SmtNiUr  Heno,  y  I>MKnuiadoraa  dé  Mais 

quo  Dnraienuzati  el  Fitrraj»-. 

Pídanse  Catálogo  y  Precios. 

Aiadoada  Acaro Ttnplad»  eon  Owraaflii  4*  Aeem 
Dales  da  Todos 


El  Mejor  Arado  de 
Múltijile  Reju  de  Do.s 
Surcos  en  el  Mundo. 


Oficinas  Principales  y  Talleres  :  Bradley,  III.,  U.  S.  A. 


j«ador«s  de  Forraje, 

Prenses  pera  Cmbeler  Heno. 


CO 


Se  garantisse 
MM»  las  mijoi 

n  Gtibirmo  da  los  Alados  Vntdoe  as  1 

PRECIO,  «as-oo. 

Kl  tfH-lado  «le  liM  I"-trn«  i>«t  i  «rrPt'IîK'o  punte!  empleo  «If 

ti  "la.->  liLI  li'tilJUii-  l.ll  111,1-. 

ILIOKENSBERFER  MF6.  CO., 

in2  Broarfwny    NFW  YORK,  U.  S.  fl. 


TOWER  &  LYON, 

9S  Ctanbirs  Strett,  NEW  YORK,  U.  S.  1. 

VUmMBlss  do 

HERRAMIENTAS  ESPECIALIDADES 

DE  DE  ^ 

ARTESANOS,  QUINCAIlERIAs 

l.lavt*  Iligleauiln  <'o!iiliiiiucitill. 
I,hive«i  In|;leiM)«  |i«m  TiiIi<m<. 
1.  .s  TiTiull.-  Mc.J.  luM  (le  .Stephen. 
Ct  [iilltis  •!<■  IIii  rro  lie  CliHpIiri, 

l>.--torllillilili-l>-h  Mnil.  I.i. 

(iuMiiulliM  <1"  llurreiiH  lie  Kx]iauiii.'>n, 
AmincjirlHviKi  " Cycloi»." 

<':iii'iiiiI.-«  ywr-i  «"nr.  .1  il--  li»  IIiuni\'l<«  *''B»e»ndlnaro«." 
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ine  Water  Wheels  and  Engines  (Turbinas 
íáqtiinas)— 

fïtl.  James,  &  Co..  Springfield,  Ohio.  U.  S.  A. .  1x1 

ilfanufactorers  (Letra  de  Imprenta,  Fabri- 
ites  de) — 

Menean    Type    Founders  Co.,   25  William 

ïtrect.  New  York,  N.  Y„  U.  S.  A   

Back  of  title-pa(7e  (ii) 

iwriting  Machines  (Máquinas  de  Escri- 

ickensderfer  Manufacturing  Co.,  182  Broad* 

tvnv,  New  York,  N.  Y..  l".  S.  A  IxxH 

aith  I'rcmier  Typewriter  Co.,  Syracuse,  New 
York.  v.  S.  A   xviii 

iwriter  Supplies  (Artículos  para  Máquinas 

Escribir)— 


John  Underwood  &  Co.,  30  Vesey  Street,  New 
York,  N.  Y.,  I'.  S.  A   Ixxiii 

Val7e,  Manufacturers  (Fabricantes  de  Vál- 
vulas)- 

Kcnnedv  Valve  Manufacturing  Co.,  75  John 
Street,' New  York,  N.  Y.,  I'.S.  A    Ixxiii 

Vulcanizers  (Vulcanizadores)  - 

The  T  P.  W .  Dormán  Co.,  1  ai  Kast  Fayette  Street, 


Baltimore.  Md..  U.S.A.... 


Ixiv 


Wagon   Manufacturers  (Carretones,  Fabri- 
cantes de) 

Studebaker  Bros.,  Manufacturing  Co.,  South 

Bend.  Ind.,  1".  S.  A  Ixxxlii 

Winona  Wagon  Co..  Winona.  Minn..  I'.  S.  A  ...xxviii 


PLUMAS -TINTEROS  Y  PLUMAS  ESTILOGRÍFICAS  "INDEPENDENT." 

Se  expiirtHii  iiiá->  <|ii<-         il<<  iiiiiguiiu  utru  uiarcii. 
KiiTiMm  por  p|  Catálogo  Doscrijjtivo.    H.iguu.n'  lu»  ¡«edhlun  |i.ir  imnlio  i|<?  un  rninorrlantn  exportador. 

J.  B.   UI.I-RICH  A  CO., 
lames  Building.  NEW  VORK  CITV. 


.  THOMPSON  &  SONS  MFG.  CO. 


GataMurlila  en  18r/i. 


BEILOIT,  WIS.,  U.  S.  A. 


Fabricante»  de  .Anulo»  d««  Acero  y  Acero 
Teniplixio,  loo  tuodelofu 

Rastras,  Cultivadoras,  Rastrillos, 
Sembradoras,  y  Rastras  de  Disco. 


ipioíordBKaslewr 

Alcanzt)  el  Primer  Premio  en  la 
ExjK>8Íción  de  Chic4»go  en 
1898  \toT  su 

eiicilloz  <1«*  Const riKTlóii, 
Eñc-ac'iii, 

Ët'oiioinfn, 


So^ii rielad, 


De  4  á  20  Caballos  tie  Ftierza. 

ieue  Muchas  Ventajas  tan  Valiosa- 
como  EsjMMÚales. 


.Sollclteiifie  CiitAlouTOK. 


MATERIALES  PARA  TRANVIAS  EN  GENERAL  /^^^ 

SuppiJ^and  STERLING  j£1î— 

Ã  /  Materials  para 

Mtgi  GO.9   141-145  East  25th  st.,  New  York.  \  Aisladores. 


Digitizea  by 


image 
not 
a  vailable 


117  «ND  119  HUDSON  STREET,  il  C* HI   VADIT    II     O  il 

46,  48,  SO,  S2,  54  NORTH  MOORE  STREET,     HLVf    TUNR,  U.  O.  M. 
rACTORV    AT    SHREWSBURY,    N.  J. 


PwkcT»  of  Choleo  ('Aiini'il  Fruitii  >t<(ii«,  nml 
Voi^ctaM)»,  iinil  iiiaiiuractureni  of  GROCERS' 
SPECIALTIES.  Inrliidiiifr  thn  relobraua 

SHREWSBURY 

Tomatoketchup, 

Mayonnaite  Dretting, 

Tomato  Chutney, 
Chili  Sauce,  Tropical  Pepp«r  Sauce, 

Puree  of  Tomatoe», 

Burnt  Onion  Sauce, 

Royal  Worcettenhire  Sauce. 

Out  Shrewflbnry  Sp«cialtlr«  jaaraoteed  to  keep  in 
any  i  liniBlo.    riitulot'tio  tuailed  on  ai>|>licatioii. 


Kiii|ai('u<l.>t  i«en  lataa  de  Fnitaa,  Cuneey  TiHiiiii 
bres  Eacorldaa,  y  fabrlcantea  de  Éyedert—  en  Ge- 
neral, incliiyendo  la*  cplcbradaa  npeelml idades  à» 

SHREWSBURY. 

Salta  Picante  de  Tomatet  (Tomatoketchup), 
Salta  Mayoneta, 

Chutneyide  Tomate. 
Salta  Chilena,  Salta  de  Pimientos, 

Puré  de  Tomatet, 

Salta  de  Ceboliat  Quemadas, 

Salta  de  Worcetier«hír«. 

Ganuitiuunoa  U  ronm>rvaci6n  en  tod<j«  loe  cümaa 
do  uaefltroa  B^tecialldadea de  Htirowitbnry.  Se  rt>- 
mitirán  Cntálugon  i>or  rurrvu  íí  !(«  que  los  pidan. 


MONITOR  IRON  WORKS,  '*:::\'oV^:r;:i'rí" 


CaAoe  de  Letrina  6  de  ATenamiento  de  TTIerro  Fundido  y  tan  Accenorioe,  Altiaflalea,  Toiras  y  Artículos  para  Caballericaji 

FuDiliciune*  de  Hierro  para  FuütanenM.    lúdanse  el  Catálogo  j  Doacuentoa. 

WestVipiiiPolppPiiperCo. 

309  Broadway,  New  York. 


FABRICANTES  DE 


PULPA  CON  EL  USO  DE  SULFITOS,  BLANQUEADA  Y  SIN  BLANQUEAR. 

PAPEL  PARA  LITOGRAFÍA  Y  SATINADO 
DE  SUPERIOR  CALIDAD  PARA  LIBROS, 
HECHO  CON  PERFECCIÓN  POR 
RMáQUINAS  DE  PRIMERA  CLASE. 
PAPEL  DE  FIBRA  PARA  ENVOLVER. 


I.A  FÁBRICA  RUEDE  HACER  ISO  TOI 


KííTAnLrxrinoB  zk  1873.  í'omititüidoii  leoalmkxti  ix  19íO. 

^>     THE  WYOMING  SHOVEL  WORKS 

FübricAn  toda  claAO 

PAUS,  AZADAS,  ACHICADORES,  HERRAMIENTAS  PARA  ZANJAS. 

Lua  pedidoM  se  reciben  por  cualquier  ca«a  cumisioniata  reeponaable.    8e¡solicita  la 

rom!ii|iondeDci«. 
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LOS  SILLONES  .... 
MODERNOS  DE  BARBEROS. 

De  KapuMur  'r<-tit]|i]u(«iu 
U  OouodUiad  ; 

GintorioB  pan  la  Lus  ; 

UidráiiHcMM  t<nrn  I>«>vaif 
tarliMi  y  Bujikilua. 


tntilos  j  I^lftod  do  TnMiio*. 

ST.  LOUIS.  MO.. 
U.  S.  A. 


Congress 


ST.  BOSTON. 


140  Congre»»  Str*«t,Boston.  Mass.,  U.  S.  A 


PELICULAS  Y  MAQUINAS  DE  PROYECCION 

^  DE   TODAS  CI-ASES, 

.UmiERE,   EDISON,    INTERNATIONAL,  ETC. 

Al   Por  Mayor  y  al  Por  Menor. 


Nue»(ro  Kurtido  >l«  urtaulu*  puiit  cxiiil'ichiiics  cm  cl  m.'in  ('•jin¡>lcto.  Somoa  Im  (|a«  trmflaui  en  mmyor  ncalft  «n  •! 
nmio  eu  niá'|iiínM  de  |iroyprcl6ii  y  película».  Loo  meJorL-s  articuluo  á  loa  pr»rii«  ni/ia  bajua.  Niluuoute  veadomo* 
ectoii  legitimo». 

MAGUIRE  &  BAUCUS,  i-^"- 

k«»  Pino  Street,  B  Warwick  Court  W., 

NEW  VORK,  N.  V.,  U.  S.  A.    Pidiinfi^  CntAlnfcoH.    L.ONOON,  CNOLJ^ND. 


tout»  Kliptlr(«  dp  Fenull,  du  Patente. 


ALGO  NUEVO  EN  MOTONES  DE  APAREJO. 


El  grabitdo  roueetra  umi  cla/-o  nueva  do  Mutoue«  di* 
Aparco  mti»  fuerte*,  mua  bieu  becboay  niiia  durudi-ma, 
CDU  \y]cTM  m...  gnimwji  m  laa  extremidades  («ra  pro- 
it'iCcr  l<>«  motuoea.  Nutwtraa  nupTaa  pideas  auponui  í 
tudas  la«otraa  en  et  mercado,  por  la  facilidad  con  quo 
corren  y  pur  sn  uiajrur  duración.  La  ci^a  que  antee  se 
Uflaba(>[i  1i>aantÍKUo«bujean'uiiichadoayanuBe  empleo, 
>f]iie«l  ciliudru  (¿ira  «obre una riol  Interior.    Uuicoa  Kabrlcautea: 

BAGN ALL-LOUD  BLOCK  CO.,  162  Commercial  Street,  Boston,  Mass.,irS.  A. 


MAQUINARIA  DE  PEDAL  Y  DE  MANO. 

Tortios  do  Etir->~  nr  Tomillos,  Tornoe  par»  Obra  de  Mailerm, 
SiiTTuadcCuuturuear,  8irrntsCircuian<«,  Máquinas  de  Moldurar 
V  «le  Kninuracar,  rte.  Tt^aa  o*taa  miiqulnas  eon  de  conatmc» 
cl.iu  y  eatllo  muderuo  y  de  la  mejor  calidad. 

Pldanaa  Catáloirun  :  El  marra<)a  con  la  letra  A  contiene  In- 
foniK-a  Milir<>  lit  Mni|iilnaHn  de  Tralx^ar  Madera.  £1  marcado 
con  la  letra  U  euiit-rru  tiido  lo  relativo  á  loa  Tomoa,  etc. 

SENECA  FALU  MFG.  CO.,  5i5  Water  SI.,  Sena»  FallS,N.Y.,Ü.S.A. 
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g  ^  w  wva^   mmwm  ^fwvvhf  w  w  ■  «  «  •   , 

recUunante  ratitny*  «1  oido,  lo  niUniu<|ii««  la*  gnfaa  y  eap^neloa  facillutn  U  vbia;  y  cMo  ru»ndo  tt>daa 
ItMdemÂi  niAdloijr  reni«dio«ban*1>l<>iiifruciu<Mii«.  Kl  paciente  m  loa  pone  fa<-l Intente  en  o loidu,  jr  una  tm 
roloraUii*  no  ne  notan  deMie  et  exterior.  EiivioÍDatmcclonea«naapaAol,y  tambfi'n  coniiejoajr 
tratamiento  pmploa  de  cada  euío  |Mrtlcular.  I/oapedidMaamepoedeo  hacer  pur  luedlo  de  las  caaaa 
(-utntKlnui»iiuió|H>r  laaetimpaAiaade  expretKW.  KlpncioeedeSl5inonedanorl»HUDerican«,6ine<iulrante 
■  Il  la  cxtranjera.  Al  hac«ruiipedi<lo,di|taMlaedad,elwtxo,  la  caïuade  la  aonleraiydéej  la  medida  tomada 
iilniliil  <riJt<liicab<'za.  Tintct-tecuidailupitMiIlritar  Ioîi  Tim  panos  And  It  iroader.IIIscox,  HSSBfoad- 
wajr,  N>n  York  ;  y  iio  ee  a<liiiitan  otrue  en  su  liiRar;  pii<-«e<>7el  Ci  tili-oqueharey  rende  la  única invonciAn 
-flruzdo  PU  claaa  para  curar  iasordera.  No  tcnKoii^--nt>>i:  t»'ror>'iniiir('>ri>n  Rii^to,  Aquim  IuboUcUp,  un 
f..lletoilliiMradodepnifbaii,irr»tla.    Dirorci..n:  K.  IIISIOX,  W.'iS  Broadwaf,  New  Yorli,  V.  S.  A. 


i^flA  difZ  jM-sos  diurios  tisando  lu  Válvula tlt>  Rctonu)  d»*  Bundy 
"wJ^t  l)ara  snrtir  do  agua  las  calderas,  en  vez  de  un  inyectador 
6  l)omba  de  vapor.  La  Válvula  do  Retomo  de  Bundy 
■'^J^'"*"  emite  el  ajfua  á  cualquier  temperatura.  luiagíuese  la 
economía  de  inyectar  el  ajTua  á  una  t«'mperatura  de  200 
radoH  Fahr.,  sin' costo  ñinj^uno.  por  que  la  válvula  es  automática, 
ositiva  y  trabaja  por  la  /gravedad. 

Ahora  deseamos  informar  al  público  del  modo  de  economizar 
inco  ])esos  más  \mt  día,  usimdo  el  Sepanulor  de  Vapor  y  Aceite  de 
lUndy ,  por  medio  del  cxial  se  separa  toda  humedad  del  vapor  antes 
e  entrar  en  la  máquina.  El  resultado  es  que  la  uuiquina  rinde 
lás  trabajo. 

Remitiremos  nuestro  libro,  ¡Kirte  franco,  al  que  lo  pida. 

A.  A.  GRIFFING  IRON  COMPANY, 

i6-e8    Centre   Street,  New   Vork,   N.  V.,  U.  S.  A. 


H.  M.  NEWHALL  &  CO. 

COIIERCiaNTES  COIIISIONISTaS  Y  DE  TBÂMSPOBTES 
AGENTES  DE  SE6UB0S  COMTBa  IMCEMDIO  Y  IUBITIMOS 


tOC-3iÍ  Sansome  Street, 


SAN  FRANCISCO.  CALIFORWIA. 


Cstablaelda  an  ISS*. 

Exportador  é  Importailor  de 

PIELES, 

165  and  167  Mercer  Street,  NEW  VORK,  U.  S.  R. 

lucurmloi:  !•  Rittaratraaaa,  Laipzig,  Oarmany.     20  Callaba  Mill,  Qaaan  Straat,  C  C, 
180  Kaat  Third  Straat.  St.  Paul,  Mian.,  U.S.A.  Landan,  Cncland. 

8e  •iilicitan  Consitroacionea  de  Plelea. 


JOSEPH  ULLMANN, 


EIMER  8t  AMEND, 


Cutabetoddoe  em  1861. 


a07,  209,  and  211  Third  Avonu», 

Ffibripftnten  e  ImpnrtMdnren  de  NEW  YORK,  U.S.A. 

APPARELHOS  CHIMICOS  e  PHYSICOS, 
PREPARAÇÕES  CHIMICAS  e  ACIDOS  PUROS. 


¿j   para  Ensaiar  Ou 

¡I  JT^  ItuttniriioTiti«  para 
ll  '       Vidru  (inutiindua    O  S 


CSPCCIALIDIIDCS:  Apparalhaa 
ro  a  Prata;  Matallurgia  am  Oaral. 

Provar  A  uto  cu  rt-».    BalaDi;ae,  r(«:M,  Platina,  .\rtigne  dn 
I  Sortitnontu  mai*  Urande  du  Preparacd«e  Cbiiuican  Puras  n 
do  ()liji-tu8  d<>  Porcelana  e  Vidru  na  America  do  Norte,    tatiricaxnnn  artigu*  de 


viJro  auguuJu  (R-didu*. 

Pedido»  quo  aurcudatn  H  Jvio  oii  mi\l«  no  oiiTiam  directamente  da  fabrica  oem  pagar  dlreltoa  noa  Eatadoa  Unido*. 


<  o>l  PA  S I A  PKNt  )MI  XA  DA 


BOSTOH  &  LOCKPORT  BLOCK  CO. 

BOSTON,  MASS.,  U.  S.  A.    "SUr  Brand,"  Marca  de  KAbrica  BefiJtrada. 

MOTONES,  BOMBAS,  CARRETILLAS. 

hot  motuiiva  atiii  rliaiioa  kom  lue  m<>JonM  dol  mando.  8e  «ovtan  |ior  correo  Calá- 
1,       I'  -t-i,i,«»l  (jui-  l>ie  i>ldH.    Dirección  cmblagriflca:  "Bloclw,  Boston." 
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DRIPLESS  TEA  m  COFFEE  STRAINER 

^i^^Mfr  The  Only  Perfect  Strainer  Ever  Invented.  No  Drips  to  Soil  Table  Line 
I         j¿V  No  Drips  to  Rust  the  Stove. 

(•nt.  Wanted.  Standard  Strainer  Co,,  35  Maiden  Lane,  New  Yorl 


;eTABI.ECIOA    EN  1820. 


NEW  YORK 


THADDEUS  DAVIDS  CO., 

MANUFACTUBKBA  DE 
do  EHcrlblr  y  Copiar. 

"  L4>tt<*rin«*  "  part»  Ilacer  Tarjetas  û»  Mu«Mtrms* 
"Mélanine"  Intleleble. 

Jíeijr»  tie  Marear  (para  Caja^,  Paquetes,  etc.). 
"KxcelHior"  de  Knlanipar  (de  Todos  Colores). 
Neip-a  para  Ilarer  Orlas. 
yVzál  do  Seirurldnd. 

de  Copiar  en  Tabeillas.  h'^.^  Clases. 

Obleas  de  >otarlii  y  para  Cartas, 
(•onta  ArAbi|;H  l'iir'a  I'r«*|>ura<ÍH. 
8elloM  para  Papel,  Arenillas,  etc. 


THADDEUS  DAVIDS  CO.,  n 


EW  YORK,  U.  8.  A. 


RNIÍQUIIIAS  V  MIILIICATCS  DE  GASOLINA  DE 

WEBER. ^ 

Se   Garantiza   la  Economia. 

TsmahiMii  ri-g:uliir<'4  y  dt*  «fKuritliiii  de  4  á  liXi  c«t>all<>«  <1)<  fut-rrjt. 
Laa  coinpsfiisa  mineras  miis  ini|>ort«nt«i  emnlesn  ««tsa  ini<]uiiiiis. 

Pídanse  csUlof;oii  y  vx\>Tviten>  el  tamsflo  de  Is  màqnlti*  que  bo 
desea  y  uao  á  que  tis  de  dttttliuinte. 


WEBER  GAS  AND  GASOLINE  ENGINE  CO..  KANSAS  CITY.  U 


MAQUIN&S  DE  GAS  Y  DE  ACEITE.   MAQUINAS  FIJAS  Y 
PARA  NAVÍOS.  CABRÍAS  DE  GASOLINA 
PARAMUNAS.  LANCHAS. 

UNION  GAS  ENGINE  CO., 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  CAL..  U.  S.  A. 

CSTABLCCIDOS  EN  IS«7. 


129  South  Second  Strekt. 


PARTRICK  &  CARTER  CO. 

MATERIALES  ELECTRICOS  DE  TODA  CLASE. 

ESPECIALIDAD  EN  ARTÍCULOS  DE  CASA. 

pfoASE NUESTRO  CATALOGO.  PHILADELPHIA. 

<r.  ?<>I.iriT.V  CORRKSPOÎÎBKÎîriA.  SE  COKTESTA  COX  GÜ8TO  CUALQUIER  PREOÜ.VTA. 


JAMES  O.  BENTON, 

Sucesor  de  Benton  Mfg.  Co. 

Fsbricsnto  do  lU^iKlnx»  Mrcmir.iK  ili-  iMatio  para  ctnitar  gsnado,  giénerd  f 
Piir  («lo  tnc<li<>  ao  hace  iiiiic<'<-^ri'>  el  u<(>  iK<  \<ti\<f  \  y  Inpit,  y  no  ■«  corra  el  ilMfO  ^ 
ulvidjir  la  ruonts  cuan<1<>  re  ilMr.io  la  stcuri.'iii  Iiácís  alfiruns  otra  cosa. 

Eaportalidml  «>n  rmitAilorcii  de  PaMiJo  para  Tranivlaa  y  Miqninsii  PeitarBai 
Imprimir.   Orn-iNA  v  Fahrica  : 

8  Abingdon  Square.  New  Voric.  U.S.A. 

KntabltM-hlii  «-Il  1  H7  I. 
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OIL  FEEDEK. 


Fowls  Oil  l»j-  till!  Drop  t.»  the  Iloilur 
autl  Kefiw  it  Freo  from  Scale. 

MAKrrAmrarD  bï 

â        W.  H.  RAMSDE 

WKITE  FitU  I'KK  ES. 

AL8U  DEALER  IX 

CorliKit  nnd  AutfiiiiHtic  KiiKinpn,  n<ilIerM,  PunipH,  Heaters, 
and  KnKiiif  eriu^  Hupplies. 


Lowell.  Mass.,  U.  S.  A. 


'sHoorfi 


LA  ACEITERA  DENOMINADA  "SHOO-FLY," 


Alimeuta  de  Aceito  Gota  A  Gota  i  la  Caldera  y  no  Produce  Incrustucioues. 

rABRtCADA  FOR 

W.  H.  RAMSDEI-L.,  Lowell,  Mass.,  U.S.A. 

Pida«e  Liista  de  PrecioM. 
ubién  Traflc*  en  Mfiqiiina«  cU-  Vapor  CorllM  j  Automáticas,  Caldera*,  Bombas,  Calentadores  y  Arttcnlos  para  Maqulnictaa. 


SCHENECTADY  LOCOMOTIVE  WORKS 


SCHENECTADY  NEW  YORK  USA 


GUILDERS  OF  .  .  . 

SIMPLE  AND  COMPOUND 


LOCOMOTIVES 


-OR  ALL.  CLASS 
SERVICE 


ES  O 


1LLIAM  D  ELLIS  President 
J  PITKIN  Vice  President  and  General  Manager 


Annual 
Capacity 
450 

Established  1848 

A  P  STRONG  Secretary 
A  M  WHITE  Superintendent 


J  E  SAGUE  Mechanical  Engineer 


PHILLIPS  mine:  supply  CO., 

FABRICANTES  DC 

•NSERES  PARA  MINAS  Y  PARA  FÁBRICAS  DE  COK. 

EMtamoB  liatós  6  presentar  planoa  y  precioií. 


Carros,  RH*das,  Areos.  Hórralos  para 

Carros,  Cribas,  Carros  do  Voltoo. 


PITTSBURG,  PA.,  U.  S.  «. 


BINNS  &  Co 

ITED.) 

PinSBURS,  PA.,  U.  S.  A. 


Palas,  Izadas  y  Ichicadores. 
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Máquina  de  Vapor  Imperial" 

SE  LUBRICA  POR  SÍ  MISMA. 

CON  CORREAS  DE  TRASMISIÓN. 
DE  CONEXION  DIRECTA. 


DOBI-ES 

SIMPLES 

Tniiinflos:  de  15  á  300  Caballos  do  Fuerza. 


Ni  He  le  escupa  el  aceite  ni  le  penetra  el  polvo. 

Se  envían  Catálogos  y  Precios  &  los  que  los  piden. 


I¥EST0N  ENGINE  CO. 

PAINTED  POST,  N.  Y.,  U.  S.  A. 


JieCIICIAS  PARA  LA  VENTA  EH 

«EW  YORK,  RHII.ADE1.RHIA,  BOSTON, 

CHICAGO,  DETROIT,  ST.  I.OUIS, 

DENVER,  l-OS  ANGELES,         ST.  RAUl.. 

GEORGIA,  ARABIA  A  CO.,  ROMA,  ITALIA. 
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ALLtKtS  Ut  HtltHAIRICH  I  A» 

"VERONA," 


PITTSBURG,  PA.,  U.  S.  A. 

Fabricantes  de  Herramientas  dn  ferro- 
y  de  mineros,  y  de  los  ssegiiran- 


rril 


de  mineros,  y  de  los 
ercaH  "Verona, "del  mejor  acero  fundido 
en  escojo  do:  todo  de  acero  sólido,  sin  sol- 
duras de  hierro.  Se  puede  escribir  so- 
itandf)  catálogos  y  libros  con  grabados  en 
ul,  á  la  dirección  dada  arriba  ó  á 

FRED.  S.  WONHAM, 

n  Liberty  St.,  New  York  City,  U.  S.  A. 


M.  MARSTON  Y  GOMPiNIi 


ESTABLECIDOS 
EN  18+4. 


FabrtcantM  do 
ilernu  circnlarrfl 
dctnunoy  doxná- 
quinii,  «ierrras 
continu»!  pe- 
dalea, «¡«mu  cir- 
ciilaroH  7  conti- 
nuas d»  |>equelUa 
máquinaa. 


M.  MARSTON  i  CO..  Boston,  Mass.,  LU.deA. 


OMPAÑlA  DENOMINADA 

iwell  Scale  Co. 

.OWELL,  MASS.,  E.  U.  OE  A. 

>ricante«  de  la  m^or  claae  de 
lauaa  iiortátilM  de  ijlataforma, 
Uto  à  '¿.(m  libran  do  ca[>acldad. 
fgladiu  A  todu«  lue  ti{KM.  Loe 
slua  mái  mMicua  posibles  por 
onkwMguroa. 
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Limm  Y  LINTERNAS  TUBULARES. 
DECHADOS  EN  SU  CLASE. 


MANUFACTURERS 


Standard  Tubular  Lamps  and  Lanterns, 

SYRACUSE.  N.  Y..  U.  S.  A. 


IE  ENGELBERG  HULLER  CO. 

SYRACUSE.  N.  Y..  E.  U.  de  A. 
Manufacturers  of  Rice  and  Cofee  Hulling  Machinery. 
iKli«<«t  uwiird  fi)r  UlceauilCufTw  Hullcniiit  World's  Kair, 
:«go.    Prepare*  tbe  Grain  fur  Martci't  in  one  opération. 

Send  for  new  catalogue. 

r  MAQUINARIA  PARA 

DESCASCARAR 

Kl  .\rriiE  y  el  «.'afó. 
Sai  Máquina*  dedeacaacanu' 
el  arroz  y  el  caf6  obturiertm 
el  rKK.>ÍI<»  MAS  ELKVAIxi 
eu  la  E.XPOSinÒN  UM- 
VEILSALDK  CHICAGO.  Kii 
nua  «ola  u|M'mi'i<'in  queda  el 
Kranu  preparado  |«ra  en%'ianM' 
ni  niercndii.  Envie  V.  jwr  el 
nuevu  <'iit.ílopo. 

Oficina  en  New  York, 
No. 330  Produce  Exchange. 
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[nternational  Naiíigatíon  Gompj's 

TMNStTliNTIO  STEtllSINP  UNES. 


AMERICAN 

UNE. 

Shortest  and  Moat  Ckmvenient  Route  to 
london.    Short  Boate  to  Paris  and  the 

îontint'iit. 

Only  TranBatlultio  Line  vndOTtiie  United 
tatee  Flag. 


AILING 
FROM 


NEW  ÏORK-SOUTilAMPTOH  SEBVICL 

Hew  York  Every  Wednesday. 
Soiithamptoo  Evary  Saturda). 

PHIUDELPHIA^VERPOOL  SERViGL 

Philadelphia  Every  Saturday. 
Uverpodl  Evaiy  Wwlinttdaf. 


RED  STAR 

LINE. 


One  of  the  Shortest  Rentes  to  Belgium, 
nolland,  France,  Switzerland,  the  Rhine, 
and  Italy. 


atLINO 
FROM 


SaiLtRO 
FROM 


NEW  mANTWEBP  SERÏI6L 

(New  York  Every  Wednesday. 
Untwsrp  Evary  Satonlay. 

PIIUDELPUMNTWERP  SEIÏtCL 

Philadelphia  i  Antwerp  Every 
Alteriate  Tiaaday  i  Satinlay, 


SJIILIIIG 
FROM 


Vph.  BT*dfh. 

TonuAgo.  Ft.  Ft. 

1.  T.OUIS  ^Twlo  Heww.  11.629  6M  «3 

KW  YORK  *       *♦      10,  isai  5tXi  tBi  ; 

ENSINQTON   iin 

RIESLAND                                7,11«  4::.  M 

ERLIN                                        6,520  610  41 

QESTRB                                    4,770  ioi  U 

KNKLAND                                  3,7«J  374  42 

HYNI.AND                                3,689  At^  40 

ENKSYLVAMIA                           3,166  355  43 

SDIANA  a,  168  366  43 

ffiTatMiAiro..— ^  «.81»  «9  at 


ST.  PAUL  

PARIS   

¡SOI  THWARK  .  . 
WÜSTKRNLAND. 

NOORDLAND  

WAKSLAMÜ  ... 


.TwIb  8enw. 
«  It 

•»  «* 


RF.LOKHLAKD  . 

OHIO  

ILLINOIS. 


Tonaaga. 
11,600 
10,796 
8,007 
0,786 
fi,St8 
4,762 
3,692 
3,39S 
3, 163 


MKOKaLAMD..^  2,83» 

OOMKMAUOH^  ^  «.an 


664 

660 
494 
466 
419 

443 
4^ 
.156 
SM 
838 

tio 


Pt. 

63 

67 
47 
47 
43 
40 
«S 
43 
38 

«r 


FOR  ru  kl»  INrOi«IMATiON  ARRUV  TO 

NTERNATIONAL  NAVIGATION  COMPANY, 

s  B0WUH6  6RCEM,  HEW  YORK. 


«0»  MariMt  limt,  Onad  H«M  BolMInt.  Att 
UWrBtlMt]|W.,W«Ébiiifftoii,3».a  IMUSritoStMliOhtMffS^ 


BICBABDflOli;  BFBMOI  *  00,  Vanagliig  Ag«nt«,  AmarIcMi  tdn*. 


m  l  1 1';  L.  ji.i.TihAil  Street,  F.,  c  ,  / 


2?  W«ti>r  Street, 
C.itniti  Iload.  - 


T.OKDON. 

ON  liLU  UKCKE  4  MARSlIiY,  (;.iiHra!  Kiiro[..an  Ac^  nt-^.  K''<i  Star  Liue, 
ICHOI.AS  MARTIN,  Ag«>iit  AimTinm  atiil  Kr<l  M.ir  Lim -,     liu^'  Scribe, 
L.  ^^'.T^;îlS,  A;;i'lit  Ani«TU!i'i  att.1  Uvl  StHT  l.liK'n,  A'H  Krt.<lri('h>^trii--»i', 


LTTTIRPOOL. 
S^iUTHAiiPTON. 
ANTWEKP. 
PAKIS 
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CÁMARAS 
KODAKS. 

BI  tomar  fotografías  es  fácil  con  las  Cámaras 
Codalîs.  Estort  iiistmint'Titns  toman  las  fotof^afins  en 
lua  película  delgada  trunuparente  qna  se  envuelve  en 
«krtnchos  &  prueba  de  los,  y  -por  cooaUgtakiñte  se  |P^^ 

PUEDEN  CARGAR  EN  LA  LUZ  ^il^r***-'^ 
DEL  DÍA.  i^Ol 

Un  ttlno  completo  de  inalnioeioiies  en  Eopaffol  6    ^  ^^^^ms-<. 
¡a  Inglés  se  empaoa  con  oada  Kodak,  en  el  cnal  damos 
nstruccionos  concisas  para  tomar  fotoc^rafíae,  deaaizo- 
lar  los  negativos  y  concluir  las  fotografías. 

Pndo  en  loa 

:ODAKS  OB  BOLSIIXO  (paqartM,  puro  é»  wlldad  Inm^orable).  btute  Vnldw 

PurmCaitnehMdepaltaalayplMMdATtdrlo,  l*4z8palgáidM,         ....  |b.00 

"  '  •  '  j— tin  lili.  HirffjnrtrttwiM,  tj^TÍfimlniltn,                    •       •       •  M 

lOOAKS  FALCON  No  a. 

Pttm  Cartucho  de  pellcvls,  8)<{  z  3}^  pulgadaa,  con  leote  Mrooiitka,  •       «        •        •  t.00 

Cartucho  ápruetM  de  Iui,lSai,iKMlcloDai^S){x8|(|Nilgkdi%  •        -        •        •        •  .00 

:ODAKS  BULL'S-EYE  No.  a. 

Piim  Carttirlio  de  pclii  iilik,       X  3' „  |itil;;ii(l)ti>,  (  lili  li'iito  ni-raaiátleo,    •         •         •         .  8.00 

Cartucho  ápriMba  do  luE,  12  expíMiciouM,  a^¿x  3)  j|iulgad«a,  -        ...        -  .60 

:0DAIC8  BULLBT  No.  a. 

Par»  CartucbcMi  de  pellcola  j  placM  de  rldrio,  Z}4  x      pnlKadaa,  «on  lant*  aoroBátlco,      •  10.00 

Cartucho  A  pniRba  do  lut,  12  expodcioDM,  3J/i¡x:)|<|  palgitdiu,   •        -        •        -        •  .60 

lODAKS  BULL'S-EYE  No.  4. 

Para pcltcula,  4x5  pulf^adu,  con  lent*  acromitico,       ......  12.00 

OattaclM»ápniab»4Íalai,lS«ix|MMlel<Nia%4x8palfadaa,        -        >        •        -        -  .60 

:ODAKS  BULLET  No.  4. 

Pnra  ('artiidiixi  ile  jM-liriila  y  plocoM  dn  rldrlo,  4x6  pnlgiadaa,  con  lento  acromitioo,  «        •  18,00 

Curtui  lio  ii  iinii')>ik      hi^,  1'J  exiMxticioMM,  4  x6|Nll(idaíi^         •         •         •         •         •  lOO 

:ODAKS  DB  CARTUCHO  No.  4  (Dobtadiza). 

Fiwa  Pallenlaa  da  caitnebo  y  placaa  d*  vidrio,  4z  5  palgadaai  eoa  lenta  «Ipldo  nottttnao  j 

pantalla  pneumAtica  con  ohtnmdorcfl  do  IrU  do  diafragniH,  -         ....  18,00 

Gartu^biHi  (li!  pilh'uhi  i't  prui'txi     Iiir.,  1*2  cxjNiaiciunc"*,  4  x5  pul^^ado»,           ...  .90 

Ningún  coiiierciuntü  en  materiales  fotográficos  tiene  un  surtido  coinitleto  sin  las 
rriba  mencionadas.  Droguistas,  Detallistas  de  juegos  de  diversión,  Joyeros,  Ópticos  y 
Jomerclaates  en  general,  enonenlacanla  venta  de  Kodaks  mny  Tentajoea  en  ooaeiEiân  con 
nsnegodos. 

Descuentos  Ventajosos  á  los 
Comerciantes. 

Snx>]imos  prratis  á  los  agont«'s  annncioH  impresfw  en  ps]ifm«>l. 

EjiH'utamos  ónleueH  directas  «)  por  conducto  do  exiK>rtadorea  de  reputación. 

Bscribasenos  directamente  por  Catálogos  y  descuentos. 

EASTMAN  KODAK  COMPANY, 

Rochester,  N.  Y.,  U.  S.  A. 


Digiti 


logle 


image 
not 
a  vailable 


image 
not 
a  vailable 


Digitized  by  Google 


image 
not 
a  vailable 


Jí  COUPAÍ^Â  DE  SEQTJEOS  SOBBE  LA  VISA 
DENOMINADA 


New  Tort  Life  iDsuraDce  Gompany 

JOHN  A  ^eCAIiIi  Presidente 

346  y  348  BROADWAY  NEW  YORK  CITY 


¿POR  QUÉ  ME  ASEGURÉ  EN  ESTA  COMPAÍÍÍA? 

la  tma  de  las  Comi>añias  más  fuertes  del  mundo. 

nene  $187,176,406  de  activo. 

'iene  $26,657,332  de  sobrante. 

In  el  último  año  ganó,  para  los  tenedores  de  pólizas,  -  -  $8,001,482  por  intereses  y 
alquileres. 

íste  ingreso  por  intereses,  de  88,001,482,  excedió  en  $86,147  los  ^^tos  totales  de  adminis- 
tración de  la  Compañía,  incluyendo  comisiones  sobre  negocios  nuevos  y  desembolsos, 
cualquiera  que  sea  el  origen. 

üs  puramente  mutua,  y  todo  su  activo,  sobrante  y  ganancias  pertenecen  á  sus  tenedores 
de  pólizas. 

?iene  una  historia  honrosa  de  52  años  durante  los  cuales  ha  aumentado  constantemente 
en  solidez  y  prosperidad. 

jas  {tólizas  que  expide  en  la  actualidad  no  contienen  restricciones  acerca  de  la  residencia, 
^^aje^  ú  ocupación,  género  de  vida  ó  causa  de  muerte. 

jO,  única  condición  os,  (jue  si  los  premios  se  pagan,  la  Compañía  pagará  con  toda  seguri- 
dad la  póliza  inmediatamente  después  de  ocurrida  la  muerte,  y  de  esta  manera  dejaré 
á  mi  viuda  ó  herederos  un  legado  y  no  un  pleito. 

di  jióliza  no  puede  prescribir  después  de  tres  años  y  si  la  abandono  recibiré  el  beneficio 
íntegro  de  mis  pagos,  ya  sea  en  una  póliza  saldada  ó  en  im  seguro  prorrogado,  según 
escoja. 

7engo  un  mes  de  gracia  para  el  pago  de  los  premios. 

ili  i)óliza  puede  ser  revalidada,  en  cualquier  época,  durante  los  cinco  meses  subsiguientes 
al  de  gracia  si  paso  un  reconocimiento  médico  y  pago  el  premio  en  descubierto,  con 
intereses. 

Hiedo  pedir  prestado  á  la  Compañía  con  un  interés  de  5^  al  año,  después  que  mi  póliza 
haya  estado  en  vigor  cinco  años. 

ío  tengo  que  morir  i>ara  f^auar.  Si  vivo  10.  15  ó  20  años  puedo  liquidar  mi  póliza  de 
la  manera  que  más  convenga  entonces  á  mi  situación,  jwr  efectivo,  seguro  saldado, 
renta  vitAlicia  ú  otras  oiK-iones. 

ríi  seguro  no  es  un  lujo  ni  un  gasto  sin  provecho  visible,  sino  la  inversión  de  una 
I)equeña  cantidad  todos  los  años  que  vencerá  dentro  de  10,  15  6  20  años,  si  estoy  en 
>iua. 

)i  vivo  hasta  la  terminación  del  período  habré  logrado  ahorros  que  me  harán  pasar  una 
vejez  con  comotlidades  ;  y  si  fallezco  antes  de  la  terminación  del  periodo  habré  logrado 
dejar  á  mi  familia  ó  herederos  con  que  atender  á  la.s  necesidades  de  la  vida. 

Î3  la  herencia  más  valiosa  que  puedo  dejar  al  morir,  más  segura  en  sus  resultados  que  lf)s 
terrenos,  ca.sas,  acciones  ó  bonos,  pues  su  valor  no  ñuctúa  i>or  el  alza  y  baja  del 
mercado. 

ja  New  York  Lifk  Insurance  Company  es  la  única  Compañía  en  que  puedo  obtener 
todos  esos  beneficios. 

Quiero  lo  mejor — los  mayores  privilegios  y  menos  restricciones,  va  sean  pequeñas  6 
grandes   y  la  Póliza  de  Acumulación  de  la  New  York  Life  me  los  projiorciona. 

^a  New  York  Life  es  la  única  gran  Compañía  de  seguros  sobre  la  vida  que  cierra  sus 
libros  en  31  de  Diciembre  de  cada  año  y  que  publica  su  Balance  Anual  á  i)rincipios  de 
Enero,  sobre  la  ba.se  de  negocios  pagados,  y  publica  un  estado  completo  y  detallado  en 
que  aparece  cómo  y  dónde  se  ha  invertido  el  dinero  de  los  tenedores  de  pólizas. 
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NOTICE. 


The  publications  oí  the  Bureau  may  be  obtained  at  the 
Bureau  in  Washington,  and  at  the  New  York  office  of  the  Bureau. 

Communications  respecting  information  in  the  Monthly 
BuLLKTiN  should  be  addressed  to  the  Dirci  tor  of  the  Bureau  of 
American  Republics,  kVas/iington,  D.  C,  U.  S.  A, 

Copies  of  the  Monthly  Blilletin  may  be  purchased  directly 
from  the  Bureau,  through  any  bookseller  or  newsdealer,  from 
all  news  agencies,  and  at  the  New  York  office  of  the  Burean. 
Room  81,  Times  Building. 

Applications  tor  space  for  business  announcements  of  ship- 
pers and  manufacturers  should  be  addressed  to  the  Advertising 
Department  Bureau  of  American  Republics,  Room  Si,  Times  Build- 
ing, New  York,  U.  S.  A. 
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MUEBLES  PARA  ESCUELAS. 

La  FAbricH  inAa  grande  d<*  Mueble*  para  Kacuela  rn 
<*l  Munilo. 

TcmIoa  Iiw  KHtilo»  y  Tamaños  de  Pupitre*  para 
Escuela*. 

Pídase  el  CatAlo^  y  la  lA»Ui  de  iiup^troM  deHcnenton 

paru  la  exptirta<'iAn. 
AMlentoii  para  I||i:lesiaii  y  TvatrttH. 

TcMia  Clase  de  Moilelos  y  Precios. 
Pltiiinne  Cat&loKos  y  prerioK  d<*  expurtacIAn. 

To<iU  rlBH*-  d«'  CMIItip^'-n. 

IfareiiKis  una  <-4|>f<'iuUdad  de  llenar  los  |N?ilidon  de 


Ion  (•obiemoB. 


RACINE  HARDWARE  CO.,  Racine,  Wis.,  U.  S.  A 


MAQUINAS  AUTOMATICAS  DE  RACIINE. 

Háquinas  yerticAles  de  1  i  37  caballos  de  vapor,  líáquinas  EorizoBíales  de  30  i  55 
caballos  de  vapor.  Máquina  para  toda  clase  de  fines,  especialmente  para. 

ALUMBRADO  ELÉCTRICO. 

7  otros  olo'etos  que  requieren  fuerza  uniforme,  suavidad  de  movimientos  j 

gran  econosaia. 
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I-AS  COMPAÑÍAS 

WCBER-WHEEL.OCK 

Y    I.A  DENOMINADA 

STUYVESANT   PIANO  CO. 


FáBRIGAS  DE  WEBER  : 

Nos.  U7  ii  Hi5  calle 
17  al  Oesto,  esquina 
il  la  Aveniíia  Ta.,  New 
York. 


FABRICAS  DE  WHEELOGK: 

Callo  UO  al  Estí), 
(filtre  las  Avenidas  do 
Brook  y  Santa  Ana., 
New  York.  Las  Fábri- 
cas de  Stuyvesant  8e 
hallan  en  la  calle  14*.', 
cerca  de  la  Avenida 
de  Santa  Ana.  En  esta 
fábrica  se  hacen  los 
|tiaiins  d»'  Stuyvesant. 


OFICINA  Y  ESTABLECIIMIENTO  DE  VENTA. 

108  FIFTH  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  CITY,  E.  U.  de  A. 

Lo  qne  caracteriza  esjíecialmentG  al  PIANO  DE  WEBER  ea  hu  tono  simjtdlico. 
dohido  »  qne  en  su  constmcción  lia  pn-fñdido  el  pniito  de  vista  mnsico.    El  I'        1  • 
WHEELOCK  goza  de  nna  gran  rejínturi«'»n  en  el  mundo  uiu^ical.    El  Piano  d»  i 
VESANT  es  el  mejor  (^ue  puede  haber  por  su  precio  en  Ioh  mercados  del  mimdo. 

SE  SOLICITA  CORRCSPONDCNCIII  DIRECTA. 
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